


QaK'fom Science ffclfc
Bantam Books’ science fiction list now includes:

SHOT IN THE DARK
edited by Judith Merril

An anthology of short stories by Theo
dore Sturgeon, Leigh Brackett, Frederic 
Brown, Gerald Kersh, James MacCreigh, 
Robert Heinlein, Stephen Vincent Benet, 
H. G. Wells, Lewis Padgett, Philip Wylie, 
Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury, Jack Lon
don, Anthony Boucher, Murray Leinster, 
and many others.

(ALREADY PUBLISHED)

WE RE PROUD of the growth of the audience for science fiction in
this country, and we’ll try to continue publishing the best writing
in the field in Bantam editions.

bantam boqigs inc. ^Aok



WELCOME TO THE SCIENCE FICTION CONFERENCE

Years pass, thrones totter, empires 
crumble and curl up at the edges, but 
science fiction may well live as long as 
man continues to speculate on wnat-may-be, 
or what-might-have-been. Today public in
terest in the speculative writing we call 
science fiction is booming, and no wonder! 
Past prediction and fulfillment show that 
writers in this field have an astonishing 
record of anticipating trends....and writ
ing about tnem entertainingly.

Recent events in the world have con
vincingly shown that what man can imagine, 
he usually accomplishes. This stimulating 
and often frightening realization has en
couraged the present swing toward science 
fiction. Thus, members of the Eastern 
Science Fiction Association and the Hydra 
Club have joined to form the N. Y. Science 
Fiction Conference celebrating science 
fiction’s coming of age-----a celebration 
to which everyone is cordially welcome.

The program has been devised to appeal 
to the interests you have expressed to the 
Committee, and we believe the listed spea
kers include many people directly respon
sible for the present upsurge of public 
interest. Whether you are a veteran read
er or writer of science fiction, or a new 
recruit, we welcome you to the Conference. 
Science fiction lets you share in one of 
the most fascinating and rewarding activ
ities of the human mind...imagination!

L. Jerome Stanton, Chairman 
New York Science Fiction 

Conference Committee.



DOUBLEDAY SCIENCE FICTION

Needle
by Hal Clement

of scientific ingenuity. $2.50

•^An A. S. F. top-rater when it 
first appeared, NEEDLE, Hal Cle
ment's wonderful story of the Hunter 
and his quarry—both symbiotes—has 
been enlarged and partially rewritten 
to provide an ending of even greater 
surprise and suspense.

A detective always has a tough job; 
the criminal is a needle in a haystack 
of people. But the Hunter, detective

from an alien world, had a terrible 
task indeed; his needle could become 
a wisp of hay in a haystack!

How the Hunter first found a hu
man host for himself, then found his 
enemy's' host out of 2,000,000,000 
possibilities makes a top-drawer tale

volume foyour

onc lone
in Galac- 

no S-F

Doubleday Science Fic^on ^

INC. Two of Heinlein’s

Sac asimov
-„v A novel about 

PEBBLE in ’« **s;s cosmk disaster 
20thPCen8U27 n’o" serialized. and a story 
^should miss.

MAX EHRLICH
the BIG eye. Peace comes to $2.50
frightening pr.ee-

$2.50
At all booksellers 

or postpaid 
from

DOUBLEDAY
SCIENCE FICTION



NEW YORK SCIENCE FICTION CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

L. Jerome Stanton — Sam Moskowitz - Judith Merril 
Frederik Pohl - Sam Bowne, Jr. - Martin Greenberg 

David Kyle - Charles Dye - Fletoher Pratt 
JOURNAL COMMITTEE

Editorial..... Evelyn Harrison and Lester del Rey 
Art, Layout and production........ Harry Harrison

Compliments of

FREDRIC BROWN
FRANKLIN GREGORY
RICHARD MATHESON

WALT SHELDON
MACK REYNOLDS
ROBERT MOORE WILLIAMS

...represented by Harry Altshuler

R AV3 just published. ..The book of the Al fl A

BRADBURY
stories which are the
epic of men 
on Mars... THE

MARTIAN CHRONICLES
Time: 1999 to 2026. In those years 

men reached, conquered, colonized—and de
serted—the red planet. Then, suddenly, a few 
returned, to become Martians forever! In this 
book, the incomparable Bradbury stories are 
collected, arranged chronologically, revised and 
enlarged, with brand new stories added, to form QLw
a single continuous narrative! $2.50

At all bookseller^, or postpaid from Dept. SF 7 Garden City, N.Y. 1^=4 
DOUBLEDAY SCIENCE FICTION



Have you made your reservations for

Science
1 P. M. Sunday, July 2nd

GRAND BALLROOM

The program will feature

WILLY LEY, author of "Conquest of Space", 
"Rockets", and other books, 
speaking on:

"SCIENCE FICTION PREDICTIONS
WHICH CAME TRUE, AND HOW"

and

WILL JENKINS, "Dean of Science Fiction", 
author of innumerable stories 
under his own name and the pen 
name of Murray Leinster.

PHIL KLASS, well known as an author under 
the pen name of William Tenn, 
and editor of a forthcoming 
science fiction magazine.

$U.5O per Plate.



POPULAR PUBLICATIONS

PUBLISHERS

Famous Fantastic Mysteries 

Fantastic Novels

Super Science Stories

A. Merritt’s Magazine of Fantasy

Extend Best Wishes to all Fans

All Success to your Conference

From the Staff

Alden H. Norton Mary Gnaedinger
EJler Jakobsson Harry Widmer



CO-SPONSORS OF
THE NEW YORK SCIENCE FICTION CONFERENCE 

Meets the first Sunday of every month at 
Slovak Sokol Hall--358 Morris Ave.--Newark

Director: Sam Moskowitz
Sec’y: Sam Bowne, Jr. Treas: Allan Howard ,



THE PRIME PRESS 
BOX 2019 

PHILADELPHIA 3, PA.

TITLES BEING PUBLISHED TODAY
THE FINEST SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY

THE HOMUNCULUS
by David H. Keller, M.D. ...$ 2.50

EXILES OF TIME
by Nelson Bond ... 2.50

NOMAD
by George 0. Smith ... 3.00

LORDS OF CREATION
by Eando Binder ... 3.00

LEST DARKNESS FALL
by L. Sprague de Camp ... 3.00

THE TORCH
by Jack Bechdolt ... 2.50

THE MISLAID CHARM
by Alexander M. Phillips ... 1.75

WITHOUT SORCERY
by Theodore Sturgeon ... 3-00

’’...AND SOME WERE HUMAN"
by Lester del Rey ... 3-00

EQUALITY; OR, A HISTORY OF
LITHCONIA ... 2.50

VENUS EQUILATERAL (2nd edition)
by George 0. Smith ... 3.00

THE INCOMPLETE ENCHANTER
by F. Pratt & L. S. de Camp ... 2.50

THREE HUNDRED YEARS HENCE
by Mary Griffith ... 2.50

THE WOLF LEADER
by Alexander Dumas ... 3-00

FORTHCOMING IN JULY
THE BLIND SPOT

by A. Hall & H. E. Flint ... 3.00



STEPHEN'S
BOOK SERVICE

CARRYING THE LARGEST 
STOCK OF SCIENCE <t 
FANTASY FICTION IN

NEW YORK CITY.

WELCOMES THE

CONFERENCE
ses

45 FOURTH AVE (COR. 9™. ST) 
NEW YORK. 3, N.Y.

GRambrcy 3-6294
STEPHEN'S BOOK SERVICE



WOULD YOU LIKE TO TAKE

A Urip to THE OON

A special flight has been scheduled for 
the benefit of attendees of the Science 
Fiction Conference. The good ship "Plan
etarium" will take off at 11 A.M., Monday- 
July 3, from the dome of the Hayden Plan
etarium, 79 Street and Central Park West.

SPECIAL SHOWING

New Planetarium show: "A Trip to the Moon"

SPEAKERS

Willy Ley 
"Rockets"

Fletcher Pratt 
"Military Aspects of Space Travel"

L. Sprague de Camp 
"Life in a Space Ship"

SPECIAL FEATURE

Demonstration lecture on the Planetarium 
machine by a Planetarium staff member.

Tickets are available at the Registration 
Desk in the private lobby, or through any 
member of the Conference Committee.

Admission $.65 Per Person



BEHIND THE CONFERENCE 
by Lester del Rey 

Here, for those interested, it might 
be nice to give the very simple facts that 
lie behind the scenes, since nothing about 
this is secret----- in fact, the only amazing 
feature is the realization that what began 
as only a vague idea that such a concen
tration of science fiction interest as can 
be found around New York City should find 
some regular outlet.

A group of us met one night and began 
batting it around----- F. Pratt, C. Dye, F. 
Pohl, M. Sreenberg, D. Kyle, and myself. 
We decided we were going to have a science 
fiction conclave in 1950. Since we were 
all members of the Hydra Club, it was in
evitable that it should be brought up at a 
later meeting of the Club, presided over 
by Chairman L. Jerome Stanton.

The idea was happily accepted, but with 
the suggestion that it might be possible 
to get the World Science Fiction Convention 
held here instead. We settled on the idea 
that we’d try for the Convention, but that 
otherwise, we’d have a simple conference.

As everyone knows, Portland has won the 
Convention for 1950 (and is at present go
ing great guns on it. If you haven’t sent 
your buck for membership, get it to them 
at once. And nobody should fail to go out 
for the Norwescon. Plug!) Hence, we went ' 
back to our original plan of a conference.

It began that simply. Now, jointly pro
duced by the Hydra Club and the ESFA, that ’ 
has led to this N. Y. S-F Conference.



ing.

IDFORmATIOn 

on 

fictions fastest growing field

ASSOCIATED 
FAATASV PUBLISHERS

L. A. Eshbach — Melvin Korshak

President Executive Secretary

5525 Blackstone Avenue • Chicago 37, Illinois



Program

Events
Saturday, July 1, 1950

REGISTRATION AND RECEPTION '

3:00-6:00: Members of the Confsrehc^ 
mittee will greet guests.
tion and Information Boo$hg}^ 
open all day Saturday.

ESFA PARTY IBSOO

8:00-11:00: Cocktail Party
Program, presented by 
Science Fiction Association. £



Sunday, July 2, 1950

LITERARY AND PUBLISHING ASPECTS 
OF SCIENCE FICTION

12:00-1:00: Literary Aspects of S-F: 
L. Sprague de Camp, author: 

"Lest Darkness Fall"
Judith Merril, author:

"Shadow on the Hearth"
Harrison Staith, Publisher: 

Sat. Review of Literature

1:00 -1: 1^5 : S-F Magazine Publishing:
Sam Merwin, editor: Thrilling Wonder 

Stories
Bea Mahaffey, editor: Other Worlds
Jerome Bixby, editor: Planet Stories

1:U5“2:3 0: S-F Book Publishing:
Walter Bradbury, Doubleday & Company 
Groff Conklin, noted anthologist

2:30-3:00: S-F Programs on the Radio: 
Robert Arthur, author: ’’The Myster- 

ious Traveler"

SERIOUS ASPECTS OF SCIENCE FICTION

3:3O-lj:OO: Geriatrics:
Dr. Thomas S. Gardner

:00-5:00 : Robots and Thinking Machines: 
Dr. Isaac Asimov and a representative 

of an industrial firm
5:00-6:00: Dianetics:

Lester del Rey -- Dr. David H. Keller 
(Cont’d.)



Sunday, July 2, 1950 (Cont’d.)

SCIENCE FICTION DINNER

7:00-10:30: Speeches by Will P. Jenkins
(Murray Leinster); Willy Ley, on 
"Science Fiction Predictions Which 
Came True, and How"; and Philip Klass 
(William Tenn).

Monday, July 3, 195°

11:00-1:00: SPACE TRAVEL--FACT AND FANCY

(At the Hayden Planetarium, 81st St. 
and Central Park West.)

Special Showing: "A Trip to the Moon"

Willy Ley will speak on "Rockets"; 
L. Sprague de Camp on "Life in a 
Space Ship"; and Fletcher Pratt on 
"Military Aspects of Science Fiction".

There will also be a special demon
stration of the Planetarium machine 
by a member of the staff.

3:00-U:00: Discussion (at Henry Hudson):
Procedure for the First Annual Science 
Fiction Literary Awards.

U:00-6:00: Authors’ Autographing Party.



FIRST
in the field of 

science fiction

FIRST
with information in 

the field of sciences

in the coming year

Astounding SCIENCE FICTION 

will carry the new 

developments in Dianetics





FANTASY FICTION FIELD

Publishers

"The Skylark of Space" 
by E. E. Smith, Ph. D.

"The Mightiest Machine" 
by John W. Campbell, Jr.

Welcomes all fans to

The N. Y. Science Fiction Conference

and

knows you will have a swell time.

JULIUS UNGER



Hydra Club
OF NEW YORK

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND A MEETING

on Monday, July 3rd, at 3 P. M. 

in the Ballroom Lounge 

to discuss

THE NOMINATIONS PROCEDURE 

for the

Pirst Annual Science Fiction

.wards will be presented by the Hydra Club 

.nnually, for the best works in the field 
f science fiction writing. Everyone is 
ordially invited to attend the meeting to 
participate with the Awards Committee in 
he formulation of plans. A Nomination 
ommittee will be organized at the meeting.



Conference Greetings 
from

FANTASY PRESS

Pioneer and Leader Among Science Fiction 
Book Publishers

# * *

Remember

The BEST Science Fiction is 
FANTASY PRESS Science Fiction!

See Our Book Display- 
Get A Copy of Our FREE 195O"51 Catalogue

■■■
F N T A S Y

ESS

P.O. Box 159 Reading, Pa.



SCIENCE FICTION—-SOMETHING SPECIAL’ 

by Judith Merril
At a recent meeting of the Authors’ 

Club in N. Y., top editors, authors, and 
anthologists tried to find wh^t is science 
fiction. I believe the lack of an answer 
is the real fascination of the field.

When mystery fans turn from gorillas 
and gats to atoms and androids, what has 
been added that Westerns and love pulps do 
not supply? I believe it isn’t that some
thing new has been added----- but that in s-f 
it is always being added.

Unlike pure fantasy, every s-f story 
tries to present some variations on an ex
planation of the unknown. Mysteries may 
also explain, but there can be only limit
ed locked rooms or methods of murder. The 
variations on limited factors stereotype 
them. In s-f, the factors are always new, 
since science finds no limit to its bound
aries. When space trips are trite, cosmic 
ray mutations and life on new planets will 
present new problems. Recently, sociology 
has begun a trend in s-f through the dis
coveries of semantics and cybernetics, for 
instance.

I find motivations in other fiction, 
unpredictability in fantasy----- but only in 
s-f is there the self-regeneration which 
permits continual addition of that needed 
something new. This perpetual self-regen
eration, it seems to me, is the answer to 
what makes s-f what it is.



GREETINGS .AND BEST WISHES FROM

...and don’t forget to read

THE HUMANOIDS by Jack Williamson 
(Simon & Schuster, $2.00)

PEBBLE IN THE SKY by Isaac Asimov 
(Doubleday, $2.50)

NEEDLE by Hal 01 an ent 
(Doubleday, $2.50)

GATHER, DARKNESS’ by Fritz Leiber 
(Pellegrini & Cudahy, $2.75) 
SE3TEE SHOCK by Will Stewart 

(Simon & Schuster, $2.50)
SHADOW ON THE HEARTH by Judith Merril 

(Doubleday, $3.00)
THE WORLD BELOW by S. Fowler 'Wright 

(Shasta Publishers, $3.5°)

...and forthcoming novels by

Clifford D. Simak, John Wyndham, J.M.Walsh 
and other -favorite science-fantasy writers.



SCIENCE r/CT/ON
from

GREENBERG: PUBLISHER
201 East 57th St., New York 22

THE HOUSE THAT STOOD STILL: 
Stephens stumbles onto a space 
ship and learns men living 
there for hundreds of years 
plan to destroy the world and 
escape to another planet. With 
the help and love of eternally 
beautiful Histra, he struggles 
to save the world.

A Corwin Book

THEODORE STURGEON
THE DREAMING JEWELS:
About weird Jewels from other 
worlds, having power to dupli
cate whatever is near, and a 
strange orphan with powers be
yond the Imagination of men.

A Corwin Book

FESTUS PRAGNELL
THE GREEN MAN OF GRAYPEC:
In a universe within an atom 
L.earcy Spofford finds himself 
1 savage, fighting for posses
sion of a beautiful, primitive 
slonde. H.G.Wells says "a very 
;ood book, indeed."

A Corwin Book

$2.50 each 
at all bookstores

MARVEL IS BACK! With 
TRIN, brand-new book

length by Arthur J Burks 
greater than his SENSA
TIONAL SURVIVAL! Plus a 
classic by A E Van Vogt 
Plus another novel,nov
elette, several shorts 
exciting depts,features
Watch Your Newsstand 

MARVEL SCIENCE STORIES 
Rob’t 0 Erisman, editor 
Grace Brandeis & Arthur 
Lane, assoc, editors 
Empire State Bldg, NY 1

Greetings
FROM.,..

RUDOLPH H. RUMPLIK

DONALD CHRISTMAN

IRVING GLASSMAN 

25+? Intelligent men 
& gracious spinsters 
in my rm-gab,drink&c 
TED FORBES,Yr DC cuz



(--------------------------
A
* THRILLING

WONDER 
STORIES

FOUR 

OF R
A Consistent Winner 
wherever STF is Played

A
♦ STARTLING

RIHO!
STORIES

Always Strong when It 
Comes to a long Suit

A
WONDER 
STORY
ANNUAL

AA Veteran 
Newcomer with 
an Ace in 
the Hole

FANTASTIC
STORY
QUARTERLY

FOR

VOUR uuinninG

Guarantees High Cards 
of Proven Value

stiEncE FitTion HnnD!



If you enjoy the Conference, 

be sure to attend the big event!

"ALL ROADS LEAD TO...”

The NoRWESCOn
Eighth World Science Fiction Convention

September 1 - 2 - 3 - b

YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS IT!

Send $1.00 to:

THE NORWESCON 
Box 8517 

Portland 7, Oregon

Further information on request

Compliments of the N.Y. S-F Conference



from the publishers of

■^e/a of^uest
teV

\n'c

the castle of iron 
by L. Sprague de Camp 

and Fletcher Pratt

'>/o

I A

Of FtBRUAHY

Cabell

...AND OTHERS

GNOME PRESS
miss our book display /



THINK OF

SHASTA

when you think of

SCIENCE FICTION
outstanding books 

from the leading authors

5525 South Blackstone

Chicago 37




