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The Utah Speculative Fiction Council presents:

Westercon 67: Trailblazers to the Future
The 67th West Coast Science Fantasy Conference

with

CONduit 24: An Unexpected Journey
Marriott Downtown at City Creek 

Salt Lake City, Utah
July 3-6 2014

Cory Doctorow • Writer Guest of Honor 
The Writing Excuses Team

Brandon Sanderson 
Howard Tayler 

Mary Robinette Kowal 
Dan Wells

Chris Garcia • Fan Guest of Honor
William Stout • Artist Guest of Honor

Bradley “Dr. Zombie’’ Voytek • Science Guest of Honor 
PeterS. Beagle • Media Guest

Special Guests: David Farland • Larry Correia • Kevin J. Anderson 
Pandora Celtica • Mark Osier

In conjunction with

F antasyCon
Join the Adventure at the Salt Palace Convention Center July 3-5



The Convention Committee
Chair: David Doering

Advisor to the Chair: Mike Willmoth
Special Assistant to the Chair: Kate Hatcher

Chair of Vice: Erin Ruston

Guest Liaisons: Ron and Vai Ontell

Operations: Toad Bascom
Gofer King: Serena Doering

Registration: Jordan Brown

Pre-con Registration: Keri Doering

Site Selection: Charlie Harmon

Security: Michael Harmon

Coordination Liaison/Special Needs: Kate Hatcher
(LNO/ADA)

Westercon Business Meeting: Kevin Standlee
Secretary: Linda Deneroff
Videographer: Lisa Hayes

Anime: Joe Monson & Daniel Bentley (courtesy Anime 
Banzai)

Art Show: Joe Monson

Dealer's Room: Steve Harmon

Filking: Kathy Mar

Gaming Coordinator: DragonSteel Entertainment

Programming: Michael Siladi and Deirdre Saoirse Moen

Programming Assistant: Kate Hatcher
Academic/Science Track: Cheryl Sneddon

Special Events: Charles Galway

Masquerade: Heather Monson

Welcome to Westercon 67!
Fellow fen:

As chair of Westercon 67,1 welcome you all to the 
first ever Westercon to be held in Utah. I look 
forward to meeting everyone over the next four 
days and having a glorious time with you and our 
guests.

The theme of our Westercon is:
Trailblazers of the future

Utah is known for its pioneer heritage—a city and 
state created from a desert by trailblazers who 
“boldly went where no one had gone before.”

Science fiction and fantasy today creates 
“trailblazers of the future”. We chose each of our 
guests to reflect this spirit::

• Cory Doctorow is a successful writer but also a 
leading online activist for civil liberties.

• Each of the Writing Excuses team is a 
successful writer, artist, and creator. Together 
they have pioneered their award-winning 
podcast to inspire hundreds of new authors.

• Chris Garcia is a celebrated fanzine editor and 
curator of the Computer History Museum.

• Dr. Bradley Voytek is not only a leading 
cognition researcher but he also explores 
zombie neurology.

So let’s dive in and participate together with these 
pioneers at this Westercon to trailblaze some 
incredible new futures in writing, art, costumes, 
films, song, and camaraderie

Dave Doering

© Copyright 2014 Utah Westercon
‘Westercon’ is a registered service mark of the Los Angeles Science 
Fantasy Society, Inc.

Artwork in this program book, including Schlock Mercenary by Howard 
Tayler and the artwork of William Stout, are used with permission.
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Etiquette with the Pros

One question any con-goer inevitably asks is, “How do I talk to famous authors and artists?” Getting to 
know them takes a few common sense rules of etiquette that will make the experience enjoyable for both 
of you.

First, remember that the authors and artists are only human. Just because they write fantastic books or 
draw fabulous pictures doesn’t mean they are ready to be on stage at any moment. An author or artist may 
have just had a lousy night or be suffering from something the concom fed them at lunch. Don’t take it 
personally if they don’t want to talk to you right then.

Also, don’t try to dazzle them with your latest story idea or pet project. Most authors get paid to edit 
material; don’t expect them to do it for free.

And don’t make the mistake that one con-goer made when he tried to discuss the wage differences 
between British and American actors with a main guest. We promise you, as brilliant as they may be, 
authors and artists don’t know everything.

When you want to meet the authors or artists, wait for a good moment when they aren’t busy. If they are 
talking with someone else, wait patiently for them to finish, then introduce yourself. Try to say something 
nice before you fire away with criticism. Remember, they may be as shy of meeting you as you are of 
meeting them.

Most importantly, don’t monopolize! Share with others these marvelous people you’ve just met. Rather 
than saying everything at once, try talking to them on several occasions. (Even your mother would rather 
hear from you for three minutes once a week than for three hours once a year.)

Just remember to be courteous. Respect their privacy and respect their time. They have come to the 
convention to meet people, so don’t be afraid to approach them. That is why they came!

Meet the Avenue of Awesomeness
A new tradition for Westercon (anything held at least once is a fannish “tradition”) will take place 
Saturday evening. With such a wide range of prolific authors and artists at the con and in the Science 
Fiction and Fantasy Community (the only word to describe them all is ‘Awesome’), we will gather 
them together in the main ballroom for autographs and fun. This “Avenue of Awesomeness” will take 
place during the Tag Team Jeopardy Event from 6:00pm - 9:00pm. We will be joined by several 
surprise guests from our sister event FantasyCon.

Kevin Standlee's Match Game 2014
Get ready to match the stars in this perennial favoriate science fiction-themed version of the classic 
1970s game show hosted by Kevin Standlee. Contestants vie to guess how our panel will answer fill-in- 
the-blank questions like “Captain Kirk has the biggest___ in Starfleet!” Contestants will be selected
from the audience. There will be prizes for all contestants. Check it out on Friday at 9PM.

Trailblazers to the Future Page 5
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Cory Doctorow
Our Writer Guest of Honor, Cory 
Doctorow, defines our theme of 
“Trailblazers of the Future”. He 
describes himself thusly:

“Cory Doctorow (craphound.com) is 
a science fiction novelist, blogger and 
technology activist. He is the co-editor 
of the popular weblog Being Being 
(boingboing.net), and a contributor to 
The Guardian, the New York Times, 
Publishers Weekly, Wired, and many 
other newspapers, magazines and 
websites. He was formerly Director of 
European Affairs for the Electronic 
Frontier Foundation (eff.org), a non­
profit civil liberties group that defends
freedom in technology law, policy, standards and treaties. He holds an honorary doctorate in 
computer science from the Open University (UK). In 2007, he served as the Fulbright Chair at 
the Annenberg Center for Public Diplomacy at the University of Southern California.

“His novels have been translated into dozens of languages and are published by Tor Books, Titan 
Books (UK) and HarperCollins (UK) and simultaneously released on the Internet under Creative 
Commons licenses that encourage their re-use and sharing, a move that increases his sales by 
enlisting his readers to help promote his work. He has won the Locus and Sunburst Awards, and 
been nominated for the Hugo, Nebula and British Science Fiction Awards.”

As a trailblazing essayist online, Cory is globally famous for his editorials in The Guardian to 
his posts on BoingBoing. Recently, Cory is also drawing fire for his fiction works as well. His 
trailblazing novel Little Brother provoked a principal to ban an entire summer reading program 
rather than have students read his book. As Cory put it “the role of an educator is to encourage 
critical thinking and debate.” This is particularly poignant with Little Brother, which stands as 
this generation’s 1984 in warning of the dangers with today’s issues of security, surveillance, and 
privacy—a topic that deserves significant critical thinking and debate,

Trailblazers to the Future Page 7

craphound.com
boingboing.net
eff.org


Westercon 67 Souvenir Program Book_____________
The Writing Excuses Team

Writing Excuses is the Hugo Award-winning podcast created by Brandon Sanderson, Howard Tayler, 
Mary Robinette Kowal, and Dan Wells. The self-described series is "fifteen minutes long, because you're 
in a hurry, and we're not that smart" and is now in its ninth season. The team earns their title of 
trailblazers as they map out the road to writing success.

Brandon Sanderson
Brandon's first novel, Elantris, in 2005 established him as 
a rising star in the fantasy firmament. He followed up 
with his acclaimed Mistborn books, then in 2007 was 
selected to complete Robert Jordan's Wheel of Time 
series. Fans of that series responded overwhelmingly 
that Brandon captured the spirit and vision of Robert 
Jordan to bring that series to a close. After being a six­
time Bestselling author, it is hard to imagine how 
Brandon finds time to not only consistently record each 
episode of Writing Excuses, but also teach a weekly 
writing class at Brigham Young University. (A class, by the 
way, which is standing-room only.)

Howard Tayler
Howard is the creator, writer, and illustrator of Schlock 
Mercenary, the popular online comic space opera. (See 
samples in this book.) His witty dialog, epic plots, and 
exploitation of all those little things the science-fiction 
genre has to offer have earned him praise, a Hugo 
nomination, and a full-time living.

Don't take our word for it. Analog magazine called his 
work "Inventive and humorous." Eric Burns of The 
Websnark noted that "Tayler has ... pulled off a 
remarkable trick: it's a hard SF comedy." New York Times 
best-selling author John Ringo said that "Howard's 
inventiveness seems limitless." Just wait till you hear him 
live during the two podcasts from Westercon.
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Mary Robinette 
Kowal
Mary is the author of Shades of Milk and Honey 
(Tor 2010). In 2008 she won the Campbell 
Award for Best New Writer, and in 2011, her 
short story "For Want of a Nail" won the Hugo 
Award for Short Story. Her work has been a 
finalist for the Hugo, Nebula, and Locus awards.

Along with her writing career, Mary is an 
award-winning professional puppeteer and 
voice actor. (In fact, she does audio for works 
by Cory Doctorow.) Mary lives in Chicago with 
her husband Rob and over a dozen manual 
typewriters. Visit maryrobinettekowal.com.

Photo © 2010 Annaliese Moyer

Dan Wells
Dan Wells writes in a variety of genres, from 
dark humor to science fiction to supernatural 
thriller. Currently, he is one of the most popular 
writers in Germany where he resides. Born in 
Utah, he spent his early years reading and 
writing. He is the author of the Partials series 
and the John Cleaver series. He has been 
nominated for both the Hugo and the Campbell 
Award, and has won two Parsec Awards for his 
work on Writing Excuses.

He plays a lot of games, reads a lot of books, 
and eats a lot of food, which is pretty much the 
ideal life he imagined for himself as a child.
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THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER FROM

BRANDON SANDERSON
THE EAGERLY AWAITED SEQUEL TO THE WAY OF KINGS

In 2010 Brandon Sanderson

The Way of Kings and introduced
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of Roshar. Now The Storm light 
Archive is even more richly 

immersive and compelling with 

Words of Radiance, the second book
■ in Sanderson’s new epic series.

★ ‘Sanderson’s skill at world-building 
unmatched.. .A must-read.”

-LIBRARY JOURNAL 

starred review of Words of Radiance

"I loved this book. 
What else is there to say?” 

—PATRICK ROTHFUSS,
Rew York Times bestselling author of 

The Name of the Wind™ The War of kings

“Sanderson is astonishingly wise.”
—ORSON scon CARD

on The Misttorn Trilogy

Also from #1 New York Times bestselling author Brandon Sanderson
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