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CELEBRITIES AT THE N0RW3SC0N
b y  P h i l l i p  B a rk e r

11
W henever a  g r e a t  c o n v e n tio n  i s  h e ld  and  c e l e b r i t i e s  a p -

e a r  a s  g u e s t s ,  t h e r e  a r e  bound to  be  th o s e  who, b y  w h a te v e r
w ile s  p o s s i b l e ,  m anaged t o  spend  m o s t o f  t h e i r  tim e  b u t te r in g
up th e s e  G rea t Men, b a s k in g  in  th e  r e f l e c t e d  l i g h t  o f t h e i r
g lo r y .  S u ch , y e a  b r o t h e r ,  was I .  I t ' s  a w f u l ly  h a rd  t o  m iss
a  sh a n ce  to  g e t  some in s i d e  dope on p o l i c y ,  new s t o r i e s ,  o r
w h a te v e r  d i r t  i s  b e in g  p a s s e d  a ro u n d  among th e  b i g  nam es.
N e a r ly  e v e ry b o d y  th e r e  seem ed to  f e e l  th e  same way, and  I am
n o t  a lo n e  i n  my a p p le  p o l i s h i n g .  You m igh t j u s t  s a y  t h a t  I
was f o re m o s t .

W hether b y  v i r t u e  o f  my sw eet d i s p o s i t i o n  o r  by  v i r t u e
o f  m u sc le s  g a in e d  w o rk in g  a t  h a r d  l a b o r  l a s . t  summer, I  man­
a g e d  t o  spend  a. g r e a t  d e a l  o f my tim e  i n  P o r t l a n d  a t  th e  s id e
o f  one g r e a t  man o r  a n o th e r .  K o st o f 'em  a r e  o n ly  p e o p le *
r e a l l y  n ic e  p e o p le ,  t o  be  s u r e ,  b u t  o n ly  p e o p le .  I e n jo y e d
t h e i r  company e x tr e m e ly  an d  even  m anaged a f t e r  a. w h ile  to
f o r g e t  t h a t  th e s e  w ere th e  f o lk s  who ^ r i t e  th e  s t o r i e s  I  l i k e
to  r e a d  b e s t .

Mel K orshak  was th e  g en tlem en  I met f i r s t .  Somehow o r
o th e r  a  p a r t y  g o t s t a r t e d  up i n  my room -  s u r e ly  n o t  b e c a u se
I h a d  t h r e e  f i f t h s  o f  B la c k  an d  W h ite !!  -  and  a f t e r  a  w h ile
Mr. K o rsh ak  w andered  i n .  He was w orn o u t from  d r iv i n g  d a rn
n e a r  a l l  n ig h t  from  th e  E a s t  and  c o u ld  o n ly  be k e p t  awake
w ith  some of my m e d ic in a l  s c o tc h ,  w h ich  I c a r r y ,  o f c o u rs e ,
f o r  j u s t  su ch  o c c a s io n s .  We g o t  t o  t a l k i n g ,  and a n i c e r  f e l ­
low  c a n ' t  be fo u n d . He was p a t i e n t  th ro u g h  ream s o f s t o r i e s
an d  p la n n e d  s t o r i e s  w h ich  I  w an ted  to  show h im , l i k e  a l l  ama­
t e u r  w r i t e r s ,  and he  was ev en  p a t i e n t  when I  g o t  him  in v o lv e d
i n  a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  why R o b e rt  Howard sh o u ld  be  p r i n t e d  i n
h a r d  c o v e r s .  He was e v e n  p a t i e n t  when f e l lo w  NAMELESS, Mark
W a ls te d , to o k  him  f o r  e le v e n  k a z o l l a s  i n  p o k e r  th e  n e x t  ev e ­
n in g . M r. K orshak  t o l d  me m a in ly  a b o u t  a  new n o v e l w hich  he
i s  p u b l i s h i n g ,  one w hich  w i l l  be g u a ra n te e d  to  p l e a s e  n o t
o n ly  u s  o ld  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  r e a d e r s ,  b u t  may a l s o  p u t  S h a s ta
o v e r  w i th  a l l  th e  vague m ass o f  p e o p le  known to  u s  a s  "The
G e n e ra l P u b l i c " .  I n  s p i t e  o f  f a t i g u e  an d  c o n fu s io n , Mr. Kor­
sh ak  s p e n t  th e  e v e n in g  a f t e r  tjje  p o k e r  p a r t y  a s  a u c t io n e e r
f o r  a  w hole  m ass o f  t r e a s u r e .  He was an n o u n c e r  a n d  M.C. a t



/the in tro d u c tio n  of c e l e b r i t i e s ;  he was always u se fu l  to  Don
Day whenever th a t  h a ra ssed  gentleman needed a. h e lp in g  hand;
and he was a  v e r i ta b l  e godsend to  h r .  U a ls te d , who needed that
e leven  bucks b ad ly .

I had a. lo n g  t a l k ,  to o , w ith  Howard Browne when he came
in  on the second day of the  Norwescon. He, Bea M ahaffey, and
Rog P h i l l i p s  a l l  a r r iv e d  somewhat s im u ltan eo u sly , and l e f t
th i s  poor p a r a s i te  unknowing ju s t  which to  b u t t e r  up f i r s t .
I  chose Mr. Browne, perhaps .jause he locked  th e  most p ro s ­
perous o f the bunch. I never sa.w a  man who looked the p a r t
of Mr. B ig  so w e ll. He r e a l ly  i s  o u i t e a  fo rce  when he walks
in to  any g a th e r in g , f c r  he has very  im pressive  f e a tu re s  ----
somewhat o f what you’d expect from a manager of U.S. S te e l or
General E le c t r ic :  the C hief E xecutive  a l l  over, from h is  w hite
h a i r  to  h i s  p o lish e d  shoes. Yet Mr. Browne was o n ly  too  w il ­
l in g  to  t a lk  to  us sm all f r y ,  and he c o l le c te d  a. crowd of a -
bout t h i r t y  people o u t in  the lobby. I managed to  g e t a  s e a t
r ig h t  nex t to  him. He expressed  h is  p o l ic y  fo r  AMAZING STOR­
IES in  j u s t  ’so many words: a c tio n , sm all vocabu lary , simple
p lo t s ,  good tw is t  on the ending. U n fo rtu n a te ly , the  mags.-
zine he wanted to  p u t out -  the  s l i c k  AMAZING -  h as  gone the
way o f a l l  such dreams. The p re se n t war s i tu a t io n  has caused
a se r io u s  shortage  o f paper fo r  the  p u lp  magazine tra .d e , and
any new magazines w i l l  te m p o ra rily  have to  be l im ite d  to  the
id e a  s ta g e . He does, however, prom ise us fans one r e a l ly
f in e ,  s l ic k - ty p e  s to ry  in  each is su e  o f the  p re s e n t AMAZING.
He w ants to  c a te r  to  the  fan  le v e l  e n t i r e ly ,  b u t th e re  i s  a
much g r e a te r  m arket among the ju v e n i le - s ty le ,  a c t io n ,  and
cowboy-on-thfe-mcon crowd th a t  he must c a te r  to  in  o rd e r to
make money. A fte r  a l l ,  a s  he s a id , the fans a re  perhaps the
sm a lle s t group th a t  a  sc ience  f i c t i o n  magazine must p la y  to :
much l a r g e r  nu m erica lly  (as w ell as  m o n eta rily ) a re  the ju­
v e n i le s ,  the genera l p’llp  read in g  p u b l ic ,  and the  te c h n ic ia n s
( fo r  which ASTOUNDING p la y s ) .  I a lso  asked Mr. Browne a  few
q u estio n s  on some odd th in g s  which have happened in  AMAZING
STORIES in  the p a s t .  ’There, I demanded, was Don W ilcox, the
o ld  f a v o r i t e  of FANTASTIC ADVENTURES? Mr. Browne sadly in ­
formed me th a t  Don Wilcox had gone back to  teach in g  school
in  th e  M iddlewest, T h a t 's  why, in  case  you have been ren d e r­
in g , "Eye o f the  World" o r ig in a l ly  p u b lic iz e d  as  "a new novel
by Don Wilcox" was pub o u t under the  Z i f f  -Davi « hevse name of
"Alexander B lade1.' Mr. Browne’ s main p o in t  was h i s  g re a t err-



p h a s is  on the type of l i t e r a t u r e  he in te n d s  to  p u t o u t, and
he emphasized th i s  s tro n g ly  to  oxery and anybody. In  s p i te
of the f a c t  th a t  he i s  a  fa n , ho must cake Mr. Z i f f  some money
and the ju v e n ile  market i s  the b e s t ,  s im p le s t, and q u ic k e s t
means to  the end. U n til the  s i tu a t io n  in  Korea e a se s  up (o r
u n t i l  we’ re  a l l  speaking  R ussian anyhow) we must no t look  to
Z iff-D av is  as a. g re a t su p p o rte r of fandom.

I d id n 't  g e t much o p p o rtu n ity  to  t a lk  to  Rog P h i l l i p s ,
hut from what I saw of him he seemed a  n ic e  fe l lo w , eag e r to
-g)ve us some id ea  of h is  fu tu re  s to ry  w rit in g  p la n s  and a lso
to  l e t  i t  he known th a t  fandom "a s  more than  welcome in  the
Clubhouse. Howard Browne h im self made th i s  p o in t ,  and Mr.
P h i l l ip s  gave q u ite  some; d iscu ss io n  on fandom 's va lue  to  the
p rc z in c s . He ex p la in ed  why he wrote "Weapon from the  S ta rs " ,
a  s to ry  panned by most everybody. Howard Browne got up in
the middle of the in tro d u c tio n  of c e l e b r i t i e s  and asked Mr.
P h i l l ip s  p o in t b lank  j u s t  why he w rote such a  s to ry . P o lic y ,
i t  seems, was the v i l l i a n :  the co v er* fo r the is su e  i s  handed
to  the lu ck y (? ) a u th o r and he i s  to lp  to  w rite  a  s to ry  of so
many thousand words around i t .  This fene was a. toughy, as  Mr.
P h i l l ip s  e x p la in ed , and h is  word le n g th  ran  out j u s t  as i t
"as  g e t t in g  in te r e s t in g .  Thus, he slapped  an end ing  on i t
and l e t  'e r  go a t  t h a t .  Too bad, to d , fo r  the s to ry  WAS get­
t in g  in te r e s t in g  -  how about f i n i s h ! i g  i t  up and p u t t in g  out
v ia  C entury Books, Rog? I

Somehow, Anthony Boucher and I never got very  c lo se  to­
g e th e r , e i t h e r ,  f o r  when I was coming, in  he was going out and
v ice -v e rsa .. I d id  manage to  in v e ig le  m yself in to  a  c o c k ta il
p a r ty  in  one of the h o te l  rooms where he was a  g u e s t, bu t I
become much more in te r e s t e d  in  ta lk in g  to  Bea M ahaffey (fo r
obvious reaso n s) and m issed out on g iv in g  him h is  p o r t io n  of
p o lis h in g . However, Dick Frahm, the  p re s id e n t o f the  NAME­
LESS a t  the tim e, became very  good f r ie n d s  w ith  Mr. Boucher
and conveyed to  me th e  im pression  th a t  our guest of honor was
an e r u d i te ,  l i t e r a r y ,  and f r ie n d ly  man. Ih e a rd M r. Boucher 1 s.
speech and can confirm  D ic k 's  im pression  on the  form er score.
The only th in g  I know was th a t  Anthony Boucher was v e ry  n ice
about p ro m isin g a  carbon copy w ith a tuograph  of the nex t s to ry
he w rote to  the lucky  p e rso n  who won the costume b a l l  p r iz e .

Jack and Dorothy DeCourcy were most p o l i t e ,  f r ie n d ly ,
and h e lp fu l ,  and I had somewhat o f  a h a rra sse d  d is c u s s io n
w ith  Mr.DeCourcy w hile h e lp in g  to  put up the  Nbrwescon back-



^ ,2  dr op b e fo re  the convention  s ta r t e d .  Most o f the  V est Coast
fans know the  DeCourcies fo r  t h e i r  v id e  fan  a c t i v i t i e s ,  bu t
I go t a  k ic k  out of Mr. DeCourcy fo r  h i s  sense o f humor. I t
was n o th in g  l e s s  than  t e r r i f i c .  When no t too t i r e d  from the
g ru e lin g  convention  do ings, he was c ra ck in g  jo k es . The h igh­
l i g h t  came w ith  the  M atter T ran sm itte r Experim ent — I might
have s a id  F ia sco , fo r  i t  c e r ta in ly  was. Mr. DeCourcy k ep t a
s t r a ig h t  and se r io u s  face  mos’i of th e  way through the demon­
s t r a t i o n ,  only g iv in g  away the  joke w ith  a  g ig g le  once or
tw ic e . H is B u ste r Keaton deadpan e x p re ss io n  kep t most of the
au d ien ce  guffaw ing d u rin g  the ’•’ho le  s h a r .  In the p riv a c y  of
the  c o c k ta i l  p a r ty  o r o f f  to  one s id e  of the  main go ings-on ,
th e y  a re  f r ie n d ly  f o lk s ,  somewhat homey, showing i n t e r e s t  in
th e i r  two (o r i s  i t  th re e ? )  k id s  l i k e  any o th e r people -  not
l ik e  what a  fan  new to  c e l e b r i t i e s  m ight suspect a t  a l l .

la c k  Reynolds was somewhat of a s u rp r is e  to  some fans
th e re ,  and no t a  few were confused as  to  whether he was a  fan
or an a u th o r .  A couple re c e n t co p ies  of STARTLING or THRIL­
LING JOl'TDER STORIES c le a re d  th i s  up r ig h t  away. Reynolds i s
a v e ry  se r io u s  new w r i t e r ,  working in  a  w r i t e r s ’ co lony down
in  New Mexico. He and F ro d ric  Brown a long  w ith  a n o th e r w r i t ­
e r  a re  working on s t o r i e s  to g e th e r down th e re ; q u ite  a  suc­
c e ss , to o , jud g in g  from h is  p o p u la r i ty .  Most o f  h is  s tu f f ,
he s a id ,  w il l  con tinue  to  be sh o rt s to r i e s  fo r  a  w hile y e t ,
b u t he i s  p lan n in g  to  do some lo n g er work in  the n ear future.
I go t a  la rg e  k ick  out o f ta lk in g  to  him, fo r  b e s id e s  be in g  a
f r ie n d ly  fe llo w , he was only  too w i l l in g  to  give new w r i te r s
some t i p s  and rem arks on c ra sh in g  the w rit in g  f i e l d  which
were o f c o n sid e rab le  i n t e r e s t  to  some of u s . He d id  s t e r l in g
duty as  m oderator of the panel d is c u s s io n , and cou ld  be seen
sh o o tin g  the  b reeze  w ith  most anybody a l l  over th e  N orw scon
h a l l .  I don’ t  know w hether he was th re e  people o r w hether my
s ig h t was somewhat awry due to  overdoses of my m edicinal f lu ­
id s ,  b u t everywhere I looked th e re  was Mr. Reynolds, deep in
d is c u ss io n  w ith  fan s  or a u th o rs .

Ted Sturgeon and I had very  few m eetings, a l s o ,  m ainly,
because I was much too busy t ry in g  to  le a rn  the  name o f th a t
blonde fa n  who came from P a r is .  Ted seemed a. v e ry  fo rc e fu l
p e r s o n a l i ty ,  even to  managing the im possib le  — g e t t in g  two-
hundred fan s  to g e th e r  a t  m idnight to  l i s t e n  to  re c o rd in g s  of
people who had seen a c tu a l  l i t t l e  men. In  f a c t ,  he even came
over and ’ shush 1cd me once o r tw ice d u rin g  th i s  m eetings an




