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thaq, and wilen he p ngaed the lighiningenias 560 mounthsn, 112 aitaniitn ms of She aky
larke sineing in the light of Daun's lef & nand.

at lansth, baviug pao oo wveyend lon-1insae
town, he felt thut ne could slieep, and turning duio the huil=gpen doere ¢ = larer Sa=n
lay éown upon o pile of straw. '

HE HIGH SUN SHINING in the docrway awoke him, aweke him to o consclousness that he tma
very hungry. Peor fellow, he had not eaten feor mpre than Swaniy-four hours. Ac ko amersd
from the barm, be saw o gudget tree Jaden with fruits, ang progesded to fill vp on then.
Fortunautely, they were ripe and good, and ho suffsred no 111 effects.

A 1itbis farthar
on, n farmer standing before hie house hailed him. 4s Pantas ite appronched, the Parmer
endd, "Bey, do you like pudrata? I%ma godget farmer, and I nsed some help ubout the
plags."

“Weil,"” Fantasit: suid, "geadly, T om bound for the mountains. I do like pode
gots, though,

"Bound for *he uountuins, 2k? Then you'll weod a bi4 of money niong Lhe
way. Wy don't you work for me for a fom montiis , and rake somn money? It alvays helpa,
whatever you my be wanting %o da.”

#antogite weg about te dorlins with thanlks =~the ward
"montha frightoned him~-~ when he atw wmeone olss ocoume out of the Tarmhouse.

"imds 1s
ry coughtor, E.§,D.," said the farrer. "I've bsen trying to persunde the young mn ¢o
stay and work for us a while,"

"Wouldn't you like to learn obout the way we do thingat"
she asked Fantusite. “There's m lot jors to gadgete thean just the fruit you sse An the
market, You'll mppresiate them a lot mors if you kncw how they got that way. Lot mwe
ashow you our pueumo~sciont1f1c mis t=spruyers, anc cur <¢ider press, and how we preff on
now ddena.” A8 she took his hand to lend him, he waz lowh.

SOME LOHTHS LaTER, however , one duy as Pantaaite was pushing sroeund the long handle eon
the oider prosa thes sandlosss revolving motion ssomsnd to evoke a sdmilar whirling 4n hix
thoughts. "Qadpget sauoe and gudpet pie end gudgot durplinge and gudgot prusecves and
rodgets au gratin and padget cider to 67inXe... I'n sick of vating gadpots. Thore much
be something elee to ent in the world. KEvsn the butter we churn from our BRNsz' milXk

hra m» gacdgety tasve tr i3, Uncle [Huge 1: nies und P.5.0. mwould be it sine hed sny hradins,
but how ean they acmpare te my memory of Fantasy? I'm going to hit %hie road agsin whon
the work's all cdone this fall.”

The Jarmer Jould huve hud him steay mn tb'uout the gin=
tor, doing suoh odd jobs as might turn up. “1'm thinking of branshing out,” he saié.
“Going to seil Shis farm to Tad O'Conor and buy a couple of pisces up the valluy a bit,
111 need a hueky bay tc holp m oloar tho lend.® But Fantasite's mind was pade wp.

Sit=
£ing ia an Ann near Christmse time, he was a little su‘p.lsed to find that he vns eatiny
fried gadgris with BEN' 2 obutber hnu enjoying thaw. “But that's besnwe Shere are other

thinge to esf besidsl,f ne fold himnolf. “How glad I am that b;nyton pastries onn be
vought nom! and somatires the nuta brought in by the golden ships are very delootndle,
But they are hardsr tu pgot us T meve up ints the mountalins.”

HIS DIRNEE OVER, he joined = Disocussiens egroup about ths fireplnoe, almost the firs®
time he hed done =0, Ho wRa aurprized, thon, to find hew moh their 4ulk aufeed hLim
and some of the traveclers wors naot rueh oider than he, As the sonversations developed
, ono ocut of wnother, it hogan to appear that “*ny of those youths, iike hims ell', wore
in quess of semathing t» in the movntaine. Listening tn thedir descriptions nf whet they
sought, he knew that none was exactly 1liks his Fantasy, none guites so nobls, tut many
bore rosamblancy’ to hor. Perhupa sho hud sisters and brothers seattsred thou this whole
High regdren. o wermed at the unacous temed feeling of Leing arong scompanions with a
similar purposc,

The next morning, ne bthey were starting ou?, cne ut the travolers sug-
gosted thut they orgonize themselves into a4 carsyun, the bstuar Lo pursue their jowrney,




Fantasite cnthusinsticrlly fell in with the ides, wnd oo they starfted out togpethor. By
pooling their resources “%ney were able to purckxqa soms bald puckhorses to carry their
louds, and thus make betier viie. and so tney went weaving about the fuothiils, in re-~
sponse to one or snother's wizhez, and for & whilo Fanlesite almos't loat sight of his
guest as he travelsd hither #nd yon to the uccomodation of some Oorpanion seoker's route,
Dut presontly disseussiova brshe out, or pernaps they lost interest in the cosravan, so he
left tho puck animsls snd Lieaded upward cpein with threo or four companions,

A THEY JUOHNEYED THIS WaY, they.passcé n larpe noon-descreted caws meo. o 4n u cliff
faus, befere whicn was & sign eunno uncing: “Continuous showinz. A1l oew. Mo chargel
Pay ﬂhdu vou think it¢'s worwh when you come out.”

: " ®iic leo¥s like var meat”, said nie
eldest fellom-truveler , emd tney all wmiked in. kErilliant shadows danced cn & scroen
at the lower ond of the roum, and souné efflevts oame from concculed loudspeakers. Por
x while Pantusivs wes inbdarested in the story, setting, and charactors depicted; sume
2f the fominine leads lpoked 14ke poor imitutions of his Fentasy.

But presently he be-~
Zzunt ko 2ickon ot the snmallowness of 1t wll, and looked aside to see if his corpanion
w2 cnjcyirg 1. Too fsllcw wae stili eating 1t up. Then Fantasite looked at tho row
bebind 4n nate the reedtisn of his ozhor friewds, sand snw & hupe spider ~bodied monsbter
sptizng them up. With a sereum he bolted for a door marked “Exit",

VESE WAS aN INTERLINGBLE IaBYRINTH of cuves, st the first interseotion he came to, sat
u little man ip » %all condecal imé, porshad won 4 uwunoated stalagmito, und droﬁing
™es, I know they hud static being dbroadcast on o0il wavelengths so thut thov couldn’t
bave radicsd their %roops %c advanse, Lut wmmybe they used & wire tulsphons. Funtasite
tried Hu aeck the way of him, vt mesting no success, wandrrod on,

At the next onrnac,
whera Shroe Wunnel:s intorsectad, sut un exurt duplicates of €the firsv littio nmn, 2hd he
vas soyirg, |fe may infer kha* tho hoa' pag very groat indesd, s this elloy happons
to Wwn & high melting point.” ]
Purthar on wue anothar dwerf, whe wntensd, "He heé fuiled
to Bn infermd of this devslepment beemure on har sreviovs vasit o hils offfdzy she liad
assumcd +that ho had already been told when he wae making his inguiries thres dujya be-
fore,”

“ordsnerily this effeot wenld te impoesilie under tha comdiwicnas paven,” chanted
ancthar, "dut the effecty of this unknoewn clement in the atimosphave ray : hote Dasr i
preven’ the nocrmnl reactiont: that ane would expect dn the circunrstanc |."

The last one
he romembored wus muttrring, It might be thought thut they could heve rwnidsd thia dif -
fiaulty by paseinz cut of tho plens of the ay liptis, hus Jua e Yo fuct “hat the nlanets
wors soathbered at warion: place: urpund the sun rv&hnr then etruung tut 3K 2 slnpla lino,
it wa1 nocassary, thelr fuol be Aipr 80 1limited, to take edvantage 2f the sentrifugal faorco
at tas squator.”
Fantasite fainted, apd whan ho rovived, the eters wero bright atuTs.

UKE 3TORIN DaY in inte winter as the ysung trevsler wos orOaaing snovisovered land belong
ing to the 01d Teclk.rench, stumbling over the japged Poephyritic end warnei rochkes that
scerrod ths lundscupe, ne "found bis sveairht failing him. The moment he nctirod 14, 4%
doterioraeted 2t u praatly iroreassc rate, rnd almost the lsst thing ha =pw wos o 14&tlg
mathle—und ~depd hut at the edgo of & rake, The Marmit vhe liwed there tonXk hinm 30 and
ministered to him. But ir She lonm wueks Thet Fantusite lay waitding for L14s vision te
return, the Hermit ncurly drove him md with doubta.
‘ "llow long ago was it you aay tho
wormn? Glder than you, wasa't si? whal are you pursuine her for? 1a ahe worth all
the trouble und pain you'vs suffered? oy the Time you find her ste will heve forgotien
you~=muy be mrricd to another. AlL T3ght, so you aren’t thinking now ot warrying her.
Bub marh oy word, by bthe Line you do fuind hor --17 you du=-you wiil be yuch older timn
vou ars new. .and che, hoe awo, wall bte older =tiil. Sho may have grown eold and

- 1
vz 1y,

e will nevor sg=l” Fantuaits oriod in despernte delisnece.
fo Yo—

— = = s — - e i
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Yariml" gusped Pantusite, and then

hie hed nevor

2y v

wore that
HOrus® Coulls
the toickness of the ice,
Liorcover the hysudta of it f
low the edgme of this, he saw
froayed pisce of worucountar
shudder ing, he turned aside,
ubove.
Lying in the
uglesp, but matiering an

miadle o
his

way led towerd Yhe Rensor rengs und Famisesy's npulmow

replisd tho detard. "I am o
her exiatence. You lmve no
would not eitner.,"

1", a
By o v

of her fumily. Have «
imys eif’, Tnough greowing them
Ho curled up %£o go to

AN n LORHLY
the Lormer nembers of The sw
la]

Wy don't you use boote und

neard oi' eivner fattion,
ry to piok up The road agmin,
but

2
Py

PR
VA

AN T IN oitls L TR

Eo was obligod o burn eside and ocut

Hdere wee un ics=ancet liberally laboled witn
it wue constantly changing, now twenty-five, now fifteen,

tuctuated, wnd at iast it ended sheor drop. Just ba=

o new ,polistisk, point in the ice, and druped over it a

g tupe, bub the fate o¢f thoe nlpinist wis not hard to guess,

and worked up o rock chimmey to u sootion of the road

in o

fast
winden

the poud was un old men with o
slagp. Fentosite welked hilm end laquired 3£ ha knew
"ertainly 1 kmow tho way,
aowever , 1 de wod boliere in
the tremanfous distantes involved, or you

long, waite beard,

L e

0L
ne of hor ground-—wurdens.
senvepbion of

thout"

"1 suppose u man st live., Friend
shosk his uend. “Den't core for them wmch
Up this road hers, fher right at the orossroada,”

oL §81Ve asr,

Fanbusita

ol

©
&
is ny jJo

sloep tgein,

whetre ﬁe stogped %o spend the night, Fantasite

$till pledading cver the pleciurs?™ asked
nas L[§]
olink direstly up? It's muoh the beter way.

‘e
i

1

et one of

TLVEGL, the fallow.

5]
1%Ve

3 =
Iy Fazel

Ei-I-t:_________________________;_____________________________________________________:::-h-------i




P e S — T — .
hao v "‘ guwid Fenmsi ut, “excepy ons Ghet od herait goyvo me 3've naver tried 1%t on. e
stid it wes a eommonplace boot."
“wnatl" excluirsd his companion. “That is one of the :

best. Tomorrow I must show you how %o weird with it. Never heard of weirding? Bhlase
my soul, brother, whers lave you been?- Besv wuy to get over these mountaine. TWho was
it you were seeking? 1'm 1ooking for ona of the Norn sisters, myself." Fantusite twid
him. "@oll, wclrdlng won't get you all the wey to hoer place, but i% will help you over
Shas first chain. 1I'll show you in the morning. Too bad you don't have another boou,
rood aas that ona is. Dewaro of the wan with one boot; he will make only one #raok,”

ON T MORROW, then, with & little ins truotion, Fantasite was stepping lightly up the
mounteinside. He was surprised to sse so oPtcn the birds of purple pesssge, which had
seldom appsarod in the cobstul plain. Though he knew now that s long journsy lay aheed,
he found himsolf better adjusted t¢ thu conditions of traveling, and shjoying such oloa-
sures as could be found in it.

Every so often hea changed the beoh from ons feot to the
other, but the unequ:l sirzin quickly wore him out. Stopping at a shsp laboled “Swanscn
sbora”, he expla ined his neod. "1 never seli boots without & trade-in,” seid tho pro-~
prietor, "but perhaps for the$ purticular one of yours, plus somd cash, I could supply
vou with a pair of the derough. brend. Give it %o me &nd let me see what I can Tind
in the back of the sters.”

sfter he had been weiting an howr or so, Fantasite wondered
if Swunson had forgotten him, He walked thru ths door that should have led %o a bavk
roori, and fell flat on his fuce ip the snow. sweunson hed disappearad.

Pantasite hud
leurnod something from his friend of the cabin, however, und binding rendrake roofs and
wolfbune leavas to nis shegs, was eble to mnke botter tims than formerly. Novartheless
it wes » weck before he had reached the crest of bhis first mountain ridge. PFron therz,
toru tae purple hwmze of distence, he could see the main Roason renge. sSomewhers %n the
hejrhits 0l that, he knew, was his beloved Fantaay.

I
THE VallLy sUTWEEN wee checked with forests and ospen places, with hers and thers tha pur-
ple shimmer of a lake. 4r Pantesite sagerly mede his way down the now snowless side of
the mountain, he picked out touns here and ®here below. The road he wes Following led
cdirectly into a large ciby.
A8 he spproached, he oould se8e thet it was & festivel doy,

fup s bemnars were stretohed woross the streetd, with goi4 lebbertug, findr luged sed, rend-
ne Wzliome Fenal" A perfect stranger came hurzylrg up to niiy, aaised Lip ‘Lg,rly by
fie hend. and greeued him warmly. "Read these," he said, thrusting several leaflsts snto

Funtecate's hand.  “"They'rs frying So put homathlng over.on u¢. FRarl Williens -~that's
fig shitirman--is wsking bloed trensfusions to revive & oorpac su that he can oantrsl it.
' % lab ham nogwush you.

With thet the individual rushed eway, snd Fentasite was lafg
Huz; -ng ovar tne screwrong hosdlines cn the leaflets. Another chap, younger, approashed
snd sund, "You look 1ike n euy thet knowe o 1st about thia, How abrut writing me an ar-~
t'cbe on 1t"' .
"Lntavﬂuu, who had never been asked to writo befors, was so plenzod that
he felt he should oblips, but beffors he could answer, somsone shoutad "This way quiok!
ey 'rn serving foodl"  imnidistuly our hero vas bW°Dt along in the rush, ané found him-
self in the midat of & ’Tungllﬂ“ wob, fiphting to get to & table. o surge hurled him
apainat 1%, Lut looking wround Lo found nothing within rewch but e tired-looking vanilla
vafer and huli & picklo. "Loworucde end rod pop thia wayl" somsons oried, but Fantasite
fought free from the ~rowd's new puch,

delking about the town, he saw many indviduele

d%iag interestinpg-locking tiings. Here were fwo slinking dkuné, trying 4o hioce a gurgling
sustet.se that they carrisd, there u group had heuds close togethsr, occasionally bursting
cut m a reuscus lugh. In s park, someons stood on & box cxhor tine the benchsitbors in
@ sirenge jurgon. nverywaere bthers were stands salling brightly-colored little rarazines
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After teleporting him, he directed him to the hi:rhway, and after a few words of advice which
Fantgaite had elready piven himself, disappeared.

Tiné NEXT DAY it wemg like e half-forgotiton niphtmar , and Pantasite walied slong joyoualy
breathing the county oir and the odors of the identifization flowera. The aighwgy continued
dovnwerd toward the dark shrosa that flowed thru the vulloy The flowers that bloomed along

the way were in paxrt femiiieor, ~art new %o hin. Swoeetest smelling weroe the varistvies of

slans, but here and thero thu et .Jbb odor of a different type, a Brandes or It, appealed

to hie sharponecd senses.
fic wvondered off the road some distunce picking bloomo s£ the Brandes

sort to malke a boutonnisre, or perheps reelly from an impulse to poasess them mere fullys then
tho aera sawelliag, - Finally he paused, thinking ho should hovs erough for a whilo, sad & dark
shadow {ell over him. Loeking up, Lo saw e huge jgiznt stunding cver him.

"vhy ave you pilcking

my flowers?" the voice came tollowiug dowm o him.
"i'm anrry, sir. I thought thoy ware

casuel on3s, growing slsng the rcad.™ :

*You didn't notice that you crossed 2 lino Lack there,
I suppese,™ rosred the giant. '"Anyono enters my luad ai hie omn paril. And since 1'a jungry
right now, it's very perilous indeed."
Funtasite didn't reelize he wasn't kiddiang until he
found himgolf under the giant's arm, boing carried towaréd a huge houszs set back in the
woods. '
"People the® just snell the flowera, I usually et go by,! szwme the nsasirens nutter,
"but collectory are ny ment. You should Mel proud, young fellew, thut you'ro going to be
geten by the rreat Gilant kommix." He geemod to think that ekceptionally funny, and slapped
his knsee wiih lzughter. :
Neaparately, Pantasite twisted out of his grasp, and dartad into a
thickot of bushea., Thay sceratched his fzceo wnd tore at his clothea, bubt with the Glant reoar-
ing in pursuit, ho peid Shal no heed. At lseb, punting, he pausad *uey in e brizr jungls a
mile fiom the houzo. YHa could hear Komalx utl]l rearing., bhus it was far «ff his track, zo
he bathought hlmsall how tc rcotprn to the highway.

AS 1L STCGAD THUS CONZIDERTNG, & shrunken litsle wompan appsared end beckonad %5 him. "Vou'll
* be safo from the glent in my coddage," she said, "though it's on land that he is supposed to

own. I%'s really s very nlee place, tec, Tlowers and all. Come, and I'1L daclor up yeur

geratehes with soms concocliug wex I hava,"
Fantosita "r&tcfwlly followad her, andé thsy camo
tc a littla farmhouse baside z potoh of culiivated le The woman said apclagetiecally, "It's
nat much now, bu% wn have rlanz for naking it grow. Thc bright-eyed fourteen-rronr locusts
ruined & lot of this uount“y arcand here, but we've dizcovered = wey to use their bodies for
fertilizszr, sc we're plad o tove thom, Tr svan mut up that searecrow to keop the birds of

rasange avay, -ecalise thoy Tu zht frightea iha lacusts. n Thayr camo into the house. YS5it dowm

here and a7 couain Howard will bind up ycur wounde. llowerd!" A lerge mern appearad in a
doorway. "luke care of uh*“ 63, uunle I get suprper zoing.'
Cane the dawn, Fanterite folt
nuch battar and offerad to holp ebout the farn for a day as an 2xopresslon cof his gppreci-
ation. lo did net feel go hanpy when ho feund that the Job wan grafting padgete, Mt carried
1% qut manfully. About the niddle of the aftornocn, cleouds ceme ip, and with a bit of thun- -
dering, rain camnonced. It wes red snd thiek, like the sea he bad once sesn. Fantacite aat

cn the porzsh mixing paints under the eld weman's direction while she peeled zrdgets and Howard
_ worked over mome old munuchxpus,
"Welro going to have a lot of peopls warking for us mretty

soon," the old woman said, "bul right now wo have to do nearly all the work ourselvea. Wouldn'%
be happy if we didn't I guesa., I liks to have e vuryﬁhing ebout the Tarm done tlhe way I like
it, and I pguess the Lest way to do that la do &2 much of

q EpR O (1)

it as Y9 Cail yOurss.ax.
"The rein

i3 good for the padgeta," loward remarked. "“Deoesn't hurt thas flowers any cither. The flawers

arc really what we'll make our monay on. W% irtend to have the biggest and best bouguets in

-
-
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vou'vo had on thas wild goose chase, you oushte wige up wud take 3t cusy beform-yuu're se old
it won't muko any difference.” ‘ '

Yes, but look, Lisillusion; 1've hud s0m2 rough times TAarry-
ing oubt this guest, it 1've been a pood deal Lhuppiar whils on it thun the times when 1 pave
1t vp for & while. You cun'iy cluim you're hippy." ‘
' _ "Well, &t least 1 ain't in Jedil. Toink
it over. See you buck in Fanopolis, muybo.®

UN THE LaY in eurly spring when he wus roleused, u red-haired girl met Fantusite et the prisan
door.

"My futher has heurd of you and your seeking,” sha suid, "and would like to hslip wou.
He saks me to present yvu this mrvelous honey-jar. 1t is an inexhuustible sourcsz of hbnsy
and szhould be helpful %o you, though of coursa you should not draw on 1t to the axslueien of
everything else.” Funtusite thunked her kindly. whe went on, "My father would like to de
much more towerd equipping yeu for your perilous climb up the mountaine, af you will be r.uod
enuf to visit him."

They rods severul miles up & narrow sids cunyon, snd ocsme to & place

whore a huge ouatle frovmed over its mouts. The Buron reussived the youth in has offage,
und almost imnediataly cume to the point. "I am an sntreprensur, sir. hen a discovery
with moneymkang possibilitise ia brot to my wttention, I do what is nesessary to start pro-
duction. Now, a means hua been found, and the formula is in my hands, to marufzoture an
opiate soothiing ayrup out of purticulur types of wood pulp. Unforturmtely, +the only--well,
suy the best--sources of thut typo of pulp in this country any longer appear to be in uncut’
timber scattered ovar the 'pper slopos of Mt Imegination, and until now we have not besn
able to get unycna to cliubd %o “I plcos where suoh Torests ara to ha found, I propozes to
give you a desoription of tho ruw mterials we ara leooking flor, und you will note the loca-
tions of sources of supply that yon Juy oome wcress wnd the most practieable routas by whish
men and mohinery cun reuch them. 1In roturn, 1 shall furnish you with the very bast agcas-
sories for mountaineering, insluding such topographioul PGpR ua ure svaileble, and of course
pey you & satisfectery salury.” )

"Thut would mean thut 1'd be obliped to roturn %o report to
you, wouldn't 3%? I'm sorry, sir, und I thank vou for your kindness, but I cunnot go comnmil
ryself. Moreover, to bz honest, I am not in symputhy with your project.”

The gr=at mn's
brow darkoned. ":0?" he said, ard £1lipped u lever on his desk. "Bernurrd! npostats! . pake
our friend to the tower room and let hip vonsider tho muttor till suppartime. Thon, 3f ho
1s 3t4)1 undeoided, see whut you c¢un do te persuade him. I warn You, Young man, it ls ace
cept my offor, and uscend the mountain us my agent, or by the nina plenets, you shall ned

ascend it at al11!'"

LUSK wWas FollING outs ide tha burred window whan the gorillas refturned. Mot aven botharing

* 1o esk whether Funtusite hud reconsidersd, they whevled in their equipment. 4 poreclaia
tray was lacden with btur tuous stylea, cdull denousmanta, pointless observatisne, blunt intal -
pulationn, and jugged vers. On a whaaled beca of its own wus a crwaky plot, ppe?gtJﬁ by &
foot psdal. But the operation: ocoumancsd with Bernarrd administering a duse of 51ckan£ng_
gonfactionr, end instuntly sealing the victinm's mouth with chewing-gum. 4postats luid aside
w convarsation he had been winding, and cpening an officizl once, draw out & niukgl—plufad
augFur. “Let's Just anfect ham with some plein nld bersdom and leave ham Sor = nh;T!.‘ In
the morning he'll bs crying for soothing syrup. Unmanuals ham end have him rell up his
sloova." ' ; 3

a8 Bornarrd did so, a hubbub wroke out bansath"thf tower . "Apoutatn awun-ALha bartad
casement open wnd lsured ouf. "I oun ace tho stundurd,” he said. "Or & radizal sipn and
4 4. s lea, . 1 .
TR = e "lord Sampbelll” said Rainarzd in dismay. "He hss nct bothered us
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a shuddsring glunce at the liatruments cf torture, ha knew that he must risk it. He hois ted
himself into the window o+ | - +tocok’a doep broath, and jumped feet first.

He brot up hard
against tho bottom of L . wnd ghnt %o the surfacs. Tresding watsr, ho caupht his
breath and tnok in the scuie on the tank. kround the druvibridge there wes a sound of cleshe
ing weepens and the sharp ndor of ozone. Lights in meany hunds refleotod on the water, but
Fantusite was in corparative durkress. Ho dragged his sodden figure onto the benk bahind
a8 hadgorow that run %o the nearby wocda.

A8 hn reached thom, u voice seid, "You wers about
to leave your honay-jar,” cnd thse red-haired girl hold it ou% to him. He mumbled his
thanks,

"So you are going on with your search Por Fantasy? Then I wish you succogs.. 4nd
perhaps if you do not find her, you will return heres?"

"Perhaps," Fantasite said, but he
didn't mean it.

”Gncdbya, then. You're a fool, Fantasite, but there should hae maors lika
you. I would that I had a lover half 5o faithful,”

SEVESal THWHAND FEET UP it was still winter, but as the more difficult climbing slowod
his progrese into weaks, the snow began to melt, and the sun shone werm thru %he rarefied 5
atmeaphere.

One day &% noon the youth reached a temporary impasse on a ronlk lodga, and
pausoed 'to maks a lunch from his honey~jur and the supplies in his psck. As ha was gather~
ing some snew to melt, thers oame an careplitiing hiss, and five hundred pounds of 4nsa-
tiable hunger launched itsolf upon hin,

It wao a winged dregon of tho apcoics aragreisa
- artis, which lairs on the oragzy heights of M unt Scphistication and preys cn tho hardy
climbors of that end nserby mountains. Fantasita loapad back aganins$t the rock wll, 30
that tho beast was farood to veer away, but the flat end of its tail ripped his stout wenl
shirt from elbow %o shoulder.

) A% its nexT pmss, from a new engle, he dropped behind u boul-
der and lonked arcund for sommthing to throw. The only thing was his honey-jar. is the
dragon banked %o divo aguin, he hurlad the jar, striling the lenthery underside of it &lim
body. For a moment it drcpped dowmvard, bubt thon spresd its great hat-like wings again and
g0er6d up, to alight on tha far ond of the ledge. From there it came toward the edvaenturer
on its atrophied legn, o <17, with o soream of rage, laureched itself upon him.

The huran
roee t0 moot it, end dodpiny ¢ vieiour [ill, caught 4t araund the shoré nenk. Together
they tumblad over tha cdgs, und vlummoted downward for a second. Then the reptils spresi
its winges and a warm curren® bore them upmard.

Tha mwonstar was trying %0 striks st hiw with
its slender beak, bul Fantasits with one hand caught st the »orny eves® w.ich projootsd ba-
hind 4ta houd, and with the weigh% of hla buly and naek nn that, ths dzrapon coulld act bond
its beak down bo reach him. Then it bsgaa to taar ot him wish ths claws that nrojeatnd
from the loading edge of the wings, but 1aft off for a mwomans es they bozan %o los: albi-
tude again. '

tree to act for a woment, Fantusita put both hapdis on 4he asrny ~rash uand Surzed
it down toward him. The nonstei sorsamed onue &pa4n end Ward% dnts a lonz ~lida: “hen She-e
fame s cracking sound from 4ts neok, the wings wans lux, end spinning Balf cver, the two
foll inte ¢he top of 2 trea.

-
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FANTASITE Balhbl HIS OUNLS et o spring vhich Dabbled sut arnng & £ield of 235G e
bandaged the most sorious, and repladed hig ruined shirs.wish one foom his pack. Then ha
climbed a rocity ounteropning %o survey his suryoundings.

A sravel read owved across tha
knoll snd disappeared behind & line of pouplars there innursyrable ovirds of passagoe seng. |
A he followad i% for a quartsr of a nila, it ross genbly “pwmard ¢ hill thet stood above [
the surrcounding heights. '
E Horo vas a great housc of a style nnelassifinble but flawlesaly
tusteful and quistly maenificont. It vas surroundad by & high hsdge of Loxwmood, and as
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~ He went up the cdusty drave to the front door wnd rang. The tutler &ho ansyared ympe
her rouné 1little PEnglishian with thinninug buir apd a ecrapply mustache.

" . "1 saok the
iden Fentasy,” seid the travelsr. “Can you tell me where she 387

: . The tutler's abssracted
prossion brightened ainto & emile cf redognisinn., 'Ok, yes,” he said, "she's begn expeet

you. You'll find her in the arbor." iy
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