THE FLY IN THE OINTMEL?
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The Snag in Michael®s Yailin:
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comprising Vol.l No.l, with all the other nutbers thrown in free Of
‘ charre

Comrade [ans: "The Snas" herebr claims the proud dist-
ipnetion of beins the only fan-mar on record ‘hat starts out primly
deternined never to sink to the issue of a tol.l, NO. 2 1f "ehael
will kindly duplicate No.l he will have a clnsolation nobody else's
sheet can ofier: that he will see no 8nscs e’er more srain. The 8nam,
in fact, sprans into beins as a medium “or ine R, Medbhurst to say 2
particular say. Not that he dreams of an inumbered multitude han~ing
on his words, but because he has a constitusional weakness: to wit,

5 dislike of people fGetting Away With Thinzs,
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Tet us now wive thouvpht t& oOne

rhristopher Samvel Voud, fan, ghilosopher, and devotse of the

Hircher LE3TG. - —In tFe Past] FTe well-simed fanta-cvnicisms have siven
considerable upset to a nuanber of sens:tive souls: hut that is very

likely why sensitive sculs were placel in this world. Just recently,
in War Bull, he has turued some pari ol bis enerpics towards elearin~
up those vexing guestions of Paclficiem and the Puture of ‘Mankind.
These iew who had the teunerity to dizpute his findinze are anhilated
by some cold clicks cf the loriclan'a typewriter; not, however, with-
out some witherins sarcasms on Ivory Towers and nonenclatvre. #ith
mich trepidation we dotermined to tess the quality of this lozic.
‘Tremblinm, we ventured to indicate to our i end sowme of hig proniunce-
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ments that scemrd to us, in our anddied-headed way, contradlctory. e
even went to the lensth of 1nipoling Yentatively at what we thought was

the infirm foundaticn of Pis uethod ol reasoning.

tnd with what result, coirade {'ans? Nou, you've all
~Tuessed wrong. Qur Samuel Tidn't wishdraw Wavr Bull with much claaqaour
about the feeble-mindr~ducss &f falis, £s you thoupht lagt month. - That
appears to be merc cancuilare, beecsguse ancther lssve should appear in
this mailin» - with coantrovarsial matser ellninated!

That jsn't guite all. “t has been cunveyed to us, sone-
what indirectly, that our friend "didn't seen to like" our renarke.

Now, w~ are sorry, brother Samuel, that you don't feel 1%
expedient to mateh vour lovic amainst ours. = Or perhaps we are belnny
erotistical. Possibly our strivinzs seem beneath the notlice of s
contributor to Tilliput, and one who has drunk at first hand of the
wisdom of the intellcctuals of the B.B.C. I that 1is so, we are even
sorrier...for vou, nut we do not apolomise for offoendind yauw, remom-
berine how, in the past, vou have always held the triumph of wvour logic
as of far higher iagportance than any personal offence vOU mAY ~lve.

What we re-ret above all is that you appear to feel under
no oblipation to ~ive a rearin~s in vour newssheet t0o anv opposition
vour prepoanda invokes, That attitude certainly isn't contrary to
the rules of loric. ‘mat T¥ Joes violate is intellectual decency.

PTIETs Fditer describes Samuel, iw Fido No.®, as "search-
ing frantically for an adeyuate philosophy. of 1lifae, which he hasn't
found yet". The way to trap that rare wsac s, not to formulate =
theory snd reject or irnore whatover fmils to fit into 1t, but ©O
attack any new idea or scrap ¢f evidence with, everythine voutve m~ot,
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and, 1f there's still anvythin~ left when vov've finished then you have
sonethinge to add onto the credit side of vour "philosophy".
RE“-cky . Rn & & & &

The -Snax kad planned to snnrl bis snarl on one of *he
cthers of Fido's pups, "The Srpntlest Arth, His liver was stirred to
wrath and his rabies roused by the unethical procecdureby which The
Snith is enccuraged to extend and develope kis Thow~hts cn War ("nach-

“ine-superstiticn seascned with arackair noralising cn man's capacity
for 'dunb epndurance of amenv'n", sncers the Snar), sewhile cppesition
to his first effusicn is "ercwded out". "Sure vou can sit on opposit-
icn: there's nut 3 gz of 'em 'd becof apovt that", claacurs the Suaz
(it was gur cppositicn, confound the disagreeable animall), "but if
Y ou crcwﬁ“thﬁg ount you cuzht tc darn well crowd cut that Saith as wellr,
Fe was heard tc mtter scaething abocut "1t cught tC¢ take two to make
a row", which docsn't seca tC 29ke sense to us because The Saith can
nake a3 helluva-row, all op his own. But, anyway, reflecting on such
tricd anaxins as Honour Ancny Thieves we have cone to the conclusion
tkat we mnust suppress this particular Snarl of the Snapr.
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Don't et the Spag wrony, coumrades. He's a contankerouvs
aninal, sure ensuch, but you can tickle his funny-bone if vou suear
him with a piece of nest and reallv mean reasoning. His yellow fan-vs
dripped widely in tke snarl of mirth that Ronnie Hslmnes drow from him
with this pretty propcsition (spelling cuaranteed authentic and hizhly
oririnal):

'Reminds me of an arvument 1 had with 3 propietoress of 3
Care the other day. 'y crowning arsument went like this. T pointed
varucly in the direction of our building and ssid, "If I went arround
bcrrowinr money frem the fellow over there, I would be called a Scroun~-
er, a Sponger, someonc who cculd not keesp himself and had to rely on
others. I would be branded as the lowest of the low, I would not be
2ble to hold up mv head with the lowest cf them. That is the price
of being a parasitc. Now, tc 70 to church and trust in 2 God, to do
ncthiny but ple=d to be forpiven, to hope tc eventusaly roach heaven
throt' the zcod :rraces ¢f a2 loving and providing rod. That God becomes
scnocne whe wvou are scrounriny fron. Vou become rellant on soOneone
else, and becoume low in the same scnce —————— sc¢, t0 be an averapge
Christian is to b~ a &"Buarnr, It won itt's point and I went sway loav-
ing her dumfcunded. I went outside and laushed until T ached, truely
this is a verry funnv wcrld,
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Our Christopher Sanuel plves as hlis reason for shutting
down War Bull an allegpoed cutcery fron fans whe have "found political
and ethicsl discussion boring...when the preatest war is sc¢ pialpably
present"., The Snar finds it lust 5 little difiicult to credit this.
He tells us that, while kis opinion of fans has pbecn protty low for
the last fourteen yravrs, he finds it hard to believe that they can
still bury their heads in the sand while the Civilisad World, not tc
mention H.E. and incendiaries, is tumblinz about their backs. He
says, in his erude way, that hetll nced plenty of convineinz if we
want to have hina think that cven fantasy fans can be such ablect fodls.
Mgybe some of you fellows will help to convince hime?
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To the rest of you, whc still have sone interest in life

outside of rayguns and time-machines, we would heartily recGarnend
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Perbert Best's outstanding novel, "The Twenty-{ifth Hour". The Snag
harbours a grudge against it becavss it was a Time's Literary Supple-
ment choice as book~of~tk ~week, but despite this its a fine and top-
ical account of the collapse ¢f Americo-Turopean civilisation at the
end of this war. We know its been done, or attenpted before, fans,
but don't let that put you off. This is the real thing. Avallable
9t most libraries: and ts even possible to buy the thing...
ég & o e &

We should °xplain that any tremulousness of our typewrlter
is not evidence o7 senility, but 2 result of the blitz that, on a
briesht moonlit nioht, is banm*ng around us We type furiously, while
311 but we have fLPQ into the wee brick shelter, urged on by a3 Snag
fairly bounding with heroism. Incidentally, belng a thing of the
spirit, boambs can't touch that exasperating beast. anyhow, if the
worst trap spires, Zst us formally place on record that we Died for
Pandom. And 1f vou could see the view of London from our window
you'd adnlt that the coutingencyv isn't so renote
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We 4o our best t0 restrain that animal, but the Snag,
having burst through our rvard, insists cn telline Fido's shocked
subscribers that Johnn" euwkc's remarks on Vagle ve Sclence are a "pack
of nonsenset, He wishss to inforimn Johnny that he may knew his maple,
bt he certainly acesn't reallse what sclence (de you mesn "mathemnat-
ical physies", Johnny? is driving at. Fow the blazes, he howls, can
y<u compare, say, Diras's latest electron theory, with its entire -
abandenment of the ides of the model, with the 4 element theory of the
occultists?
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QUPTy would our Samuel, applying his Garpeyvlish technique
for reading th& ICrtune of fanuags from thelr pot-names, deduee that
the "Snag" is = p*nasaut, chatty little pap@r that cught to have had a
long lifee? (Nc prj es of7ered Tor best solution. )
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It tocek Thorne Sadth to really put indecency on the fan-
tasy map. And when he'd done 1t, 1t turned out to be one of the funn
lest things cn recaord. The things that man couldn't do with a pbody -
or two - and = little naplc to display 1t properly arc scarcely worth
doing! Now, in the mapazine funtasy world we've had sadistic iudec-
ency (see "Marvel Tales" and the old "Mystery-Advonture Mag.") and
Tust plain indeceuncy (awr gquite a few issues of "Welrd Tales"). What
we and the Snag want to know is, why we can't have a mag. of Funny
indecent Fantasy. There's a title, even, =2ll ready for someona.
Judpine from Thorne Suith's sales, it ourht to be a shocking success.
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Siuce 1t sreas the fashion to boost cune's pet political
paper, we mirht nentiocn that if you read "The Sociallst Standard"

(from The Socialist rzwcv of Great Britalng 42,Great Dover Street,
London, S.E.i. - %d. post Tree - 1/6 for six months) you'll find very
few catch-phrases, and not 2 lot of emotional appeal, but what you
will find is an i.tellectually honest attenpt tc work out world P robe
lems on socislistic lines:; and therein vow may f'nd some alement of
newness... Recomaended to Conmunist conrades - "The PeoOple's Con-
vention®, tn the December issua, I
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Would vou-telieve 1t this shace! ac Suag had actually got
1t into his fearsome head that he wss eoing o snarl on, of all people,
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the G.0.M. of Fidol On the mos® elea~ntary principles of tact, we
have suppressed (see the trail scene in Alice) our Snag, and we will
ourselves deal with the individual whca we hops to persuade to duplic-
ate this. The passage that cnrased the Snag ran thus:

"Wwhy should I be shocked at vour daboling in spilrituallsa?
7ot will probably run frcem one extrene t2 the other and become an
ardent believer soon! Actually it is a phase every 1intelligent per-
son scems to 0 through in sone way or aundther, the!' personally I 4o
Nct like spiritualisn itself. “"hat doesn't mean I believe 1t t2 boe 1
fraud: but rather that it seecas 30 2e¢ to be sort of lew and underhand.
Stratsht-forward mysticisn I havs a2 leanine tc; esoteric doctrines and
so forth but the hit-or-niss business of nessine about with what appenr
tc ne tc be surely the lowest and 'earthbound! creatures cf the spirit-
world, is distasteful and nasty.”

This 18 an astanishin~s thing aqcnes so many fantasy Tans,
ttat they will swallow almcst anything wveu hand then providing the

lanruage 1s righty Tell "fichacl that some unfortunate clairveyant is
working with "earthtbound spirits” and he'll run a mile! Actuslly,

Michael, we are nost vnlilikely to become ardent believers soon, becauass
we are not "searchinge “rantically for a philesophy of liien (we gnavoe
that up soae time agol.. Yhat we are lcoking for is TVIDENCE, and we
d?n't glve 2 hang how _cw or underhand are the channels 1t comes throu.
&h.

And we try to atart out with as few assunptiouns as poss-
ible. Perscnally, we haven't the faintest idea how we would know san
"earthbound spirit" 1if we met one — outside ¢f a2 Weird Tale - and:we
can confess to no beliefs one way or the other sapout the "splrit world"
This business about rstraight-forward mysticism" 1s very uystifying to
Us. We thought that mysticism was bound, by definition, t¢ be crook-
ed, since it clains to convey transcendeut ideas by laupuage bagsed on
everyday experience. e

sorry, Michael, but though we're quite propared to rend
the great men of "Unkncwn", on Words of Power and asplc laaps, Oon
Tlementals and fairies, we'd be very much shocked 1f, c¢ne flne day,
you showed us egvidence cf then! We trust that that doesn't scund tus
nueh like treachery. ~— One thing we refuse to dc is to allow this
curious structure of notions t¢ predudice our estination of evideuco
that we sctually have.

On the very inadequate basis of a mere prellainary survaoy,
we night add, with all due reservations, that while thore certaluly
seems t6 be in spiritualism evidence pointing sonewhere, the thing 1t
dcesn't seem tc indicate is the presence of "spirits", of any intellti-
gence.
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Looking at the quaint results of the Author P01l we're
tempted to thint that the Snas overrates the Mind of the Wan. Campbell
pulls in twice the votes of Wells, five times those of Stapledon!
Binder ranks 1} times higher *than Stapledoni Nerd we say anythine?
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In the remncte contingericy of someone {ecling an urge to
differ frem some judeement of the Snag, tlhat low-plane nanifestatioh
can be pot at in a private way via R.G.Medhurst, 27,0wlstone Rd., Cam-
bridge. If you wish to set about hia publiecly, we can ouly suggest
that you seek the ready hospitality c¢f the shoets of Messra. Webster,
Burke, or Rennison — or even ¢f cnée konown as CHRIHTOPHER SAMMNEL VOUD:

To Whom this Sheet is Dedicated.
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