/' HELLZAPOPPIN or Abuse a la Idlewiidie
o Containing :
i &% A few of the more pungent & lengthy extracts which had to be omitted from THE CENTIEST
ART; one or two of them perhaps, shall we say, rather emotional then raticnal thought
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I While any chance reader, * I myself, had regarded Ies Zart as just another
sheet, it has come to :ie recently that past coatributors must regard, it in azssher
light altogether - and with some justification, e.g., in the cass of J7Tu:le, Hewe=

| ever, none of them made any protest except, recently, DRSaith, I should

to guote one of his Fables of Misch-Masch, which are not only excellent entoriairmcnt

[ but give his subjective view very well % indicate that all cother cerresponlents win

have been quoted in Les must all feel very annoyed; but I see now “hat ther obe hod

i of course for publication". However, his letter says:- L]

"Your verse in "doonshine" was the most entertaining thing in tic Fido mailiia
this time, taken by itsclf, dbut of course, as I mentioned before, fir a i1egi hearty $

. laugh it is hest to read one of the most fiery War Bulls % then the "3nag’ % the Gent.

' If Xedhurst and yourself deliberately tried to parody the worst of Youl's crimes of .
dognatism % unfair abusc of his editorial privileges by exagzerating them wildly you :
have certainly succeeded marvellously."® -

This T feel like resenting hotly, but it must be admitted that Suith is a logical-

‘ minded chep even if I scldom agpree with him. Therefore there's probably something

in what he says. Zlscwhere I am accused of "fiery intolerance of opposing opinions”, |

But why ? In Swmith's casc I quoted at great length his views on war, & while I can

appreciate 4 admire the attitude of almost all my militant friends, from Hopkins to

Youd & back through Turmner to anyone you like, I do not like Smith's; but his were

the ones people read in IssTart. I daresay I'm dognatic, but I've tried not to show !

it in print, If it was re the spiritualist matter, I said to DRS in effect: "Those |

' who have had first-hand experience with thes€ things, like R®f, Brikopkins, PRORZ

| members %e., do not make any definite assurtions one way or ancther, but they all hold

more investigations would be valuable; those like yourself who have not had the

the chanco of investigating first-hand, often do not keep an open mind at all, at all,

I thin'z this ia haxrdly logical," Dognatic ? If the kick was at cutting letters, I

have answered that & I sticks to me¢ guns, Extracts follow, to satisfy the ghouls,
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RQiedhurst wrote this, after seeing the lst, Tart, "Then there's Smith. I sheould

imagine that his part of the country hasn't been excessively troubled with bombers %

bombs.  Theorectical rvasoning can be very, very boautiful.  But under ceriain -
circumstanccs the theorctical rcasoner, as with my Cambridge landlady who "couldn't
believe" that people were really being killed in Iondon by bombs,. con only be ad- !
eguately described by two words, % thoy are bloody fool. Docs that shoack anybedy ?

'Wcll,rygLﬁﬁmixh, when you lodk through the cracks in thg cheap material the Council

has put wp gver the spaces where our windows usod to ba, you sece down our road great |

gaps in the rows of 3 & 4 stoyy houscs, where twe or three at a time arc Just a Tow

heap of rubble, . You can scc a smashed-up shelter where 20 or 30 pcople. were, before f

. the bomb dropped. Thore was a London tube station recently that was flooded cut when

a bomb burst thc main, ihen the bodics were finally got at many pcopie were found

! with their heads buried in their ams in a last futilc attompt to save thomsclves.

5 That “urge of every man to be better than his fellows, even if it is at dumb erdurance
. of agony" is very pretty ammchair stuff, my friend, I wonder why the people of

| * Iondon forced their way into the forbidden tubes? Why the hell didn't they stay up

above % outdo their neighbours in enduring agony? For the last four months I've had

i to leave my parents behind in one of the worst-bombed streets of south-west London, in

the magnificent protection of lorrison's beautiful brick-shelters, but not because

| they want to endure agony better than their fellows: merely because they couldn't

| happen to get away. I've seen a good many people crack up & lose their neiwve in thia

L oity, but this dumb endurance of agony must be quite a rarity. I should imagine it's

exclusive to intelleotual non-londomers. * * * As for this superstitious worship of.
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v/ v vowsr of the noching, it would seem to be the same kind of intellectual grov=
elling, for example, thatl thu Cathollc Inguisitors parformed to their wretched little

God. Rather than stanc logi in admireticn for the machire that mangled a boy's amm, .
to me the mers fendancnsal cousideratict. woenld be that the fim would probably try to a
do iim dewn four his conpensation, T oun onlw hope that Mr, Smith stays at the right

end of his Tamninating mnclinss of lestraction, 't To which, I see on looking further o
Tow., he 5: Wyou xrow, T ogn quite understand why this Smith confesses to being

afraid of peycicenalysisi®
. Tuts prebavie that I shall bhe accused of stifliing arguments again if I mention
that thic is kow deorge kedhurst & I, being thin-skinned, feel about things - altho I
wouldntt phrasy them thus ~ whidse DRS, teing thick~skinned, thinks Just the opposite.
iy L Lo sl & master of foelings & has nothing to do with intellectual reason-
ing {tiw trav may be enlisted to tyerify® conclusions), how csn it bs argued? Smith's
argunents sound just as silly to me as K@ s do to Soith. For surely, if you, Bay,
are in love, how can you persuade all your cpiends that they must be as well?
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ECHockins: “"What an extraordinary fellow is DRImith!  He seems forever to brood upon”
Finool? Tike an introspeotive Tehehov, but producing the weirdest reswlts, "The great t
clecan guns'indeed: they're filthy, % they stink, The whole import of fmith's
reasonigg is that menkind has a general love of powerful machinery % en inclinatlon to
ayminilate themselves with it. This is a false syllogism: men love machinary:
machinery efficiently kills: therefore men love to kill effieiently with mecohinery.
That is Smith's dissertation as a syllogism, & showing it to be obviously false, ﬁt
may be obveously false, but I still agree with Smith that in meny casca thoy admite
the machinery 2 do the killing without a single thought./ What ho means is that same
men love machinery; somc others love to kill men, % they uso machinery becausc it is
more efficient. After all, mere stone flints & bows & arrows did not prevent wars,
quite the opposite in fact, When a Igreat' man organised spearsmen, cavalry, 2cC.,
went ws-conquering, the slaughter was terrific; a good show, chaps. There was no
"Kamerad? " % s wall of wire netting until the Armistioce is signed (if you're luoky).
No, genuine butchery, ‘A4 sembowellment on the premises was the order of the day, Need
we wonder at the fertility of the land, 1t is well fed witk bones." . . . There's
lots more, 2ll every bit as good, but I can't go on for ever. Thore may alsc be
sore refutation in Eric's latest letter of what I said above, in brackets; but 'tis
40 pages long, % I can't think where.... 8till, he finishes up with a remark whose
sigmificancs will doubtless Yo lost on DRS (how I misuso that man!)-- "Finelly, i one
rust worship power % machinery why not adopt Vuloan, & discard Mars 7  Industry must

on: wars need not.” . . . No, ECH is not one of these irrational C.0.a = he
registered for the RAF on Feb. 22nd. )
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X Regarding tho 2nd. sentonce of the above extract, I quoto CSYoud (dausd 15tb.
Jan, ) "Doesn't DRS ever remind you of James Agate? [ﬁem@mber wno Maurico Hanson

likened him to_‘_?_7 mhait's a game that could he pleyed by sheltor=fansi~' since we axe
all going to be famous one day to what ocontemporary figure's will our reputation wiil
our repuietion be most akin? Dougles Wobster I sco as a Siegfried Sossoon or E.,J.
0'Bricn., How toll me how you imagine mo!" A first-class schomo - I oan seo Burke
& Hopkins exccliing at this! Please roll in tho suggestions, thent no puroly slan-
derous ones will be printed unless accompenied by at least twice as meny sorious

attcmpts - altho of course &ll tho more doubtful cnos will be most gleefully acoepted, .
" " “

DRemith tells me I cut him ghort long bofore he oame to tho point in the
spiritualism argament. I can only say that, firstly, I had a vholo 3-pagor of comm~
ents from him that month, besides piles of stuff frem cther pooplo, & I can haxrdly
cram it all in; sccondly, I treatod RGM a good deal worse then him, for tho samo
reason.  Still, I'm sorry if I confused the issue, & his gegorid par, followse--
#Iike Medhurstts old gentloman with an umbrelle. Notc what an oxeccllient lcad that is
-~ mony people have crossed tho path of an old gemtloman with an umbrolla =- & how

b easy, in & lengthy “concentration” to olielt tho full information by vegue hints & s¢
\-'-___-_-_.
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5 on! The medium was out of luck that time /She didn't lmow DRSnith was goifip. to
learn of her activitics/, many a person would have had a pelation of these charactor-~
istics, but she made the best of the material provided & the ™"message' shricks to the
skies of charlatanry. "All is forgiven", the stock message of medisms when inspir-
ation fails, so often trotted out that it is a wonder anyone dars use Li. And not all
the shots wore so succesafiul! ﬁet R@ in his extract 4id po %o feir ength = all of
which I couldn't quote - to point out that he is mo more a babe in armes than is DR, &
from experience found "tho percentage o clear-cub success s is wildly above chance:_7

It will take a lot to make me believe in Medhurst's particul ar medisl
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Anton Ragatzy: "You will note, wpon referring to my letter, thet I 433 not criticise
Medhurst for his research (I myself shall, scmw day, carrmy out n ramarclh Into similar
subjects) but the method of carrying it out (or ab any rate, 1eposci '
Very useful, A research should consist of:- (1) Enquiry intc %ho !
(2) Enquiry into the theory (ies) of ditto. (3) Enquiry into the nroels offered to
personal experience, The extract you gave did not contain any good exarple of any of
the above,™ 4« « « . The fault, then, was mine, for the Medhurst report contained
all 3 requisites, But while Regatzy's critician is reasonable; I must be spiteful &
agree with JiParr: "Smith's comments upon spiritualism are much %oo mucih un-Saithe
like - I wonder if he really calls that constructive criticism? Tut ™at, Mr, 3:ith,
are you not degenerating? Even H,G,Wells could criticise it better than that,
Supreme insult!* /37 .
Further extracts from the original RGMedhurst letter: U...anosher fairiy

typical case. The medium had described, to a lady memher of the avdience. a "littTe
elderly lady", some sort of relative, L forget just what. He (%the mediumj went into
details, to ask the woman whether she knew someone of the name of Pansy. The waman
was obviously puzzled. “"Pansy..,Pansy, why do I get the name Pansy?" he wanted to
know, "Oh, yes, pansies, those largd purple. ones with yellow spots!" He had already
deseribed how the spirit lady had, in 1life, the hobby of collecting roots & cuttings
Tram people's gardens, He went on to tell- the woman in the audience {who confimmed
it) that somebody had once given e r these pansies to give to the deceased relative,
"who was 80 pleased with them!" * * x Prophesies are frequent, Thus, one lady was
told that a young female relative of hers was going to "sit for samething", presumably,
some examination, "She will fail the first time through nervousness”, said the
mediun, "but my message to you is, let her go in again, & the second time she’ll pass
alright,” T haven't, as yet, been able to check up on any of these prophesics,* * *
Not all these shots arc so successful as the two I mentioned, Quite frequently rel-
atives are unrecognised, while sometimes things go seriously wrong., And often, of
course, the descriptions & messages are so vague that they might mecan e2imost anything,
But I am prepared to say that the percentage of clear-cut successes is wildly above
chance, You can believe, if you want to, that the medium has somehow managed o
collect a vast amount of personal information about almost all the members of her
audience, information that the people themselves have oftern forgotten, Myself, I prv
fer an “impossibility" to an extreme improbability any day: T might mention that the
men who did the pansy trick, among much more thet was impressive, had just come dowm
from London & purported to be a stranger to the audience, or you :inight believe that
it's a big conspiracy between the medium & the audience to defraud the frienmd T am
investigating with, & myself, out of the 3d or 6d we put in the colleotion plate,*

* * # #* * 0% Xk ees & % ¢ % s 0 %

Since I stencilled Tart 4 quite a few letters have ariived, fron Messrs, Clarke,

* Hopkins, Parr, Ragatzy, Rosenblum, Morgan & others; thanks o those for comaents, &

apologies that they couldn't be quoted largely. Aiso, deepest thanks to the Ego for
providing two stories, "Mirror of Dreams" & the magmum opus "Raymond" , for the zcheme
outlined in Fido. Could I beg others to follow his example 7 I have asked one or.
two friends in the course of cerrespondence, & almost any week now I may take a week-
end off & write all the authors or would-be's I can think of. In antlolpation, might

I ask all readers who are willing to waste the postage to pass round any stories, to
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B
mention this the next time they write JiR of D4: or, if they're not in the habit of * !
so doing, to drop either of us a line, This is a oluwasy pethod, o doubg, but the Fa
only cie which will provide a rough = ready scale of preference for readers. ?
> - . % ® " @ % ..
Erikonldns: "Swith is right, youw know, [_ﬁush, man, hush = can't you see I'm trying
to prove he's all wro 27 - Political econamny is essential for the continued existence |
of men in cooperation but because you associate politicians (modern : past vnrla:y) .
with self-secking & selfish patriotisa, you laugh at him, But, for the first time I

ink, I back him up. We must hawve politic¢al economy % the men to work it, but not,
T grant you, clevated busincss men & old school ties who don't care & dagpn for equal-
ity & the rest of it until their own superiority ia threaten s £-
Anton Ragatzy: " 'politics are artificial & not inherent in.man, but  Bhecy arc necess—
ary Tor the co-operation of men in groupd... ' (Smith) The writer ofY thc above vould
make his meaning clearer if he substituted the word govermment far tpolitics’ (that is, °
if he means govermment, for surely he camnot imply that the polities of today, party
controversy & inconclusive non~cooperation 13 noccnsary? If he does - then let him
say so, & awailt the conscquences!) /In other words, as 1 well rcalised at the time,
T should merely have been quibbling over dofinitiona, if DES hold more or lesa tho
same views on party- & power-politics as wo throo doj; but on tho contraxy, he finds
much in today's politics to agree with him, licht wahr, &nith'_?7* « » ¥, ,, cooperation
is a natursl result of human evolution...But ono glanoc at tho present results of

LHolitios should suffice to ghow that tho latter is wery far rumoved fram cooperation, . "
/En oxtract from a lotter of ming, writton bofare AR wrotc tuo sbove, bdut not received
By him till after ho'd written it,/ I agrec with you on this point, % recall a
autting = lfature, 3rd Augunt, 104031~ ", . .the function of sclenco is to unite the vhole
human family, wnoruas, the function of politics scwas to bo, both in the case of the
hzean fanily and of cach nation to oreato partics, to cuphasisc thar as much as
possible,.." Endloas politicul conflict results always in weak govermment, Internal
party divisious (% An tho case of the whole world, internal naticnalistic divisions)
arc a source of wecalmess, cxponding humanity's energy without a conpensating retum in
motive powir, Co-operation, unity, integration - these are the ¢sscntials of the
offigicnt, stable world-state, " .+ . I think I can hcar Sam Youd muttoring
that this is all wery dinky thoorctioal drsaming; granted that, gy commants thoorut-
ical or othorwise will be weloomed, If anybody wants 1o attack mce, I agreo with all
that's becn said on this page.

gow Py
1 mentioned an exee¢llent criticism by tho Youd; so it is exccllent (cspecially tho =
1st. sentence) & it follows=—= "mhey gent Ios Tart 505’ he's the fiend who made wm®

that nicknamel/ grows morc personable vith cach issue, 2 the controversies therein are
cnhanccd in attraction by editorial discrimination in fore—shortening of letters, But
as is incvitable with anyone who is not an intcllectual cunech, therc is partiality.
ot thc rebid partiality I have shown in such fapous causos salobrys as tho conmoript-
ionm Tow or the morw reeent pacifiam fuss; bdut for all that an insidious, rcasoning
partiality that is morc 13ablc to influence unthinking rcaders. For instancec, you
buttor Lauricc's letter with the flattering Mmost unrcasonable” & immodiately negative
it by "thinking" that he has misunderstood Jolumy, Sorry, Poug, dbut I kmow Johmy
better than you = I've known him longer - and Maurice certainly did not mi. sunderstand
him. And you draw a lovely rcd herring over tha timil whon you try to make out that
Johnny was defending the German race * not attacking the British, dohnny himself be-
ligs this in the following sentences, " . . . I hadn't thought of this partiality,
which T'd boen trying to kcep out, Hownver, all agroo the Hanson letter was all-4.
But 1 agrec with JFB's lst. point - that tho Balish dcsoise intelligence (& incident=
. ally prefer foharacter®). Ho went on to deprecatc this, but whilc it may be undesir-
f able in individual cascs (cos. Jobs will be filled by men with Wcharacter" but not ‘
y  zpocial ability), in large-scalo dealings the Bnglishr miy show a toloranco lacking in
| other countries,

- Thias small solootiom, thon, {5 Aodicatod to DRmith, & if ho's still
L\‘*eeky aftor all this troudle I'll have to bogin thisking of Fido rcaders, ngt hine Bllea
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