





VAUTACT FOINT No. 1 varch l4th, 1945

A datiery of oninion published by Jonn iichel
for the benefit of the Venguard Anatour Iress
A gociation--—and other worthy cognoscentl,

wern 1S LY HAVDRERING TRST TUTE ICTIGHT?

A nuaber of our professicnal sad sacks .ove been
brutally basiied on the nogrin by toe Tortunés of
woer 2t recent dote and are seeinl harc vil.ies and
catastronie in the stars, Wiile. et a; resling
it the snirit of this oracle, I au, unarnsily
at one wit, its letter. Tuce war c.crgency &and
the manpower crisic have nourisited .y durse to
the point where it can nc longer nchestly e
callec tresh, but I auw still far froa Jcing a
hepny cn, as 2 47 scribe witl ne Qifficuliy at
all in singling out the eouncs of Uancle Lcoip's
sunting horn,

At the scme tine I will admit to being in no
restriected nickle, The Chann.zne Circult is
struss ling elons sans precst of uniea nen; Lu-
cius Secbe is down to his last eabroidared wes-
%it; ot least one hundred twenty aitldon: .of our
neople heve resigned thenselves o life writrout
Oklahoma! ané "T. ~ennett cerf is faced 1iti tue
ghestly Gileara of steadfastedly reful in 0 2=
dit onother anthololy on the groundg that nils
next sias- hitwill exhoust the ~aor ;

bis publislers uz to 148,

™ e international situation is ecually derres:=-
ing, The nes os are sLAring &t . clhaehiill,

while 'r, Churciill is sterin: ot toe .aasses.
fencral D& feulle trins his 1i ht foatostic,
dron-ing in his walle canny 7follicisii WOk Lh
one way or cnotiar cancel out tue hecutiiul
shecc es of the night before. Ital'y is in an ub-
roay, “eljiun is on the todorran, Lrc ce .as
blown itsclf to hell and the Swedes and tue

gwiss move as vebt done little but anle foint,
scuesking noifes in tine éirection of ZSoriany.
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ut T an -rise cnough to lnow that thnere 1is




never »nHre cnent or cx.oustiangly disastrous to
wyorry cbout in the United Suagus. Sooncr or la-
ter the darnoss 1ifts, an?, already a br.ght
new light, 6091,1“5 to suetain whav.de left.of
the nation's fine old stuffing, is castiny inter-
estlng reflections of the coning dawn,

I refer, cf course to tue recent rcebirth of
scizsnco.

Scarcely had we zone to bat and wound up for a
homerun hit o the Mazig, with bDases logued,r.en
our entire tribe of manufacturcrq onened u»n with
& ter-iTic barrase of »ronagconda. The mesraze, in
thrnao-color, full-mcge cds in the runover scctions
of the die and two-dit family aegozines, cried
cﬁefrily % ot come V =-Day the sizies trould crack
on the <outed line end drown us 1l in a flood of
poc’iot radios, wirclesr razirigerators, wrist-—
waten televirion sete, wmierod 11m hnonogranhsand
boolk recordings, sulfe drugs in ;o s ond soaas
in vellets t'-c size of a ncrse : 11 Flainly the
war encrgonc. nad built suc. a 310 Dhonfire unéer
our tvcnnvcal Dredind Hiet Ahes R4 resutE tem Len
Dinutes of 51lence I tu“ lehoreatories and ¢er-
ged with tweniy vears of »rogres: inmcled on tne
nointes of tieir slide rules. .
The reosults vwore umtonluhinu. mesture writers anc
the editore of women's Jlbul-uus cered un and
let out Taleetto shriclis of 6cli;nu. Dirests,
blindecd oy the brillicnce of »illion-horsanower

brains ‘1& M ingly SOEFLeT, W at wer neé 1ts uees
in kooni scientists on 1.J_r wee, while vroad

~rins plﬂt the uuuallv plend Taceg of the Na-
tional Asrcociation of Manurcciurers, which pro-
ceeced to hiatcn a fat littlo cloti based on the
Idza that anything they coulé Go" to avoid! res-
poneinility for & posetwar ascononic crasn wee
cruabealze in their coffee, and thls wes 1it.

The lorious insniretion, sinco soen cravling
froa »ase to pege of the cecnservetive or ans of
the »nublic »nriante, wos that toush luck and
seientific racdgets had naede America sroct and
.werc uarked to get neor nast thet lost v to
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the poorhouse arain. The sole requisites with
which to launch an era of unccualled nrosperity
ware a fow dies, & sheot or two of w»ink plastic,
and lo! vou wouldn't be able to hear the wails
of hungry babes for the busy ruiable of screw ma-
chines filling the land like the volce of the
turtle.
I nicht heve been willing to go along at lecast
half-way with this proposition were it netedor
the fact thet I am in on a little sccret the
NAM would like to bury. The cost of unearthing
this smothered cormpse wes but & trifle to a num-
her of nrofessfional, literary cnouls and I am
masting it on to you atirthe! saaet pritear Ho ld
on to your hats.
At lezst ninc tenthe of thesc wond¢ rful wertine
discoveries are prewar products. There isn't &
eingle frcat advance 1n our wechnology tiat
nadn't cut ite tecth and elready veon sized up 1in
~eneral outlline by the tingc tho denrescion wag a
year-old brat. There arc & few cute idcas tnat
L ave becn developed by our masternindg as inter-
esting adjuncts to the war machines, but, by and
large, you can namne the wonder and find it in
the Paient Office records nprevious to 1350,
This fact alone would raigg no onc's blood pres-
sure to the hoiling point. ¥act gets e square in
he craw is the gall of tris buzzard's crew busi-
ly spraying tinted mists ovor the countryside in
the shapo of gorgcous nromiscs thoy wouldn't dare
deliver in forty years, knowing as they do that
¥t drowned the nation in the firet place isn't
coin~ to reosuscitate it omoryrow.
Lest anyone thinli me an enony of Hroyress, I im-
medietely cbsolve science and the scientists
from any major share of the plaine for this feeble-
minded apnroach to a desparate nroblen. A fow of
our technicians are hungry cockroaches, bul the
vest mejority of scientists erc gocially uscful
and forwerd-looking citizens. It is true that
tliey usually vote conscrvative, but they do tnis
because their eyes are jlued to microscojnes
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insteaé of the strect and tleir ears to the aanli-
fying-ende ol cyclotron: tubeg instead of .the
Jreund.’ Foy sgong strange, reason tuey are paiad

very little to melke sure tnat they can't éo too
muci.

In some waye tie effects of this form of strangu-
lation arc pitiful, for a scilentist is actuelly a
gort of pernctual motion machine that continually
torows ofl one good idea aftor ancotner, like
sparks, Tnere ie no way of stopvning the works for
c00d, Willions werc spent during the late twen-
ties to find out how. One idea grows out of
another. *n improved radio tube is invented and
Tive years later meiles poscible a television set.
A wizard in the ¥Midcle Wost craclze an aton witn a
cosmic nallet and o docede after ti.c ovent we are
tossing B-22s at the Japs with sunerfuels in their
suts thav would gpive hell's hecting nlent & run
for ite Pabhrenheit. Oud of wihirling spindles belt
lines grow, and hefore you can say "overproduc-
tion," ther've created poods twenty tines the val-
ve of all the country's ready cash.

To thelr great sorrow, our economic asitrologists
con't Inow the secret of halting tiie Hrocess. The
sorcerers spolze the meglc words ¢ decade or two
back and their apprentices haves Deen running. for
buclkets ever since. In the prower »eriod, the
counhtry 'fell 111 of this strangc diet,, and.now,
ti:c 'only remcéy ithe nedecinc wmair can think up Lo

curc tie dmpending sickrness i3 eanotner dosc of
the sane noison, without »nrovicing room for the-
nundreod-yard dash to' thic walhroom door.

It is & welrd thing indoecd listening to the pane-
syrics »ising to the heavens from the lips of nen
who, Guring tiic dacprcession, lozdcd their iouso-
trans for any rat wio thousht up & petfer one.
The clescic story of American T aad T who have
openly confasfed to. ther suproeslion ol over eight
thousand satent improvements on tie telephone in
order tbrjack up the cost of a,call,. is mell
nown. The zenius who first dcveloped non-run-

aahle Nylon may not hzve inown i%, but his life
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was in constant peril from representatives of
the Jap silk intercsts and -ur domestic stocking
manufacturers, while the first man bold enough
to have suggested making a razor blade that
would never wear out is probably resting at
this moment on the bottom of the Chicago River,
encased in a block of cement. The sole inven-
tor who escape with less than the loss of his
eyebrows prior to the advent of the forties was
found to have presented no threat to the sta=-
bility of the economic structure. His product
was odorless perfume.

There can be no doubt that practically any one
of us has a fascination for gadgets. A favorite
pastime of Americans 1s to haunt the counbers
of the five and dimes looking over the latest
niracles in doohkickies and thingumbobulators.
But to suggest them as a panacea for povervy,
or to soothe us with plastics, when wnat we
really want is a paycheck, is a foolish approach
to a pressing problem and can only result in
the creation of another Niagara.

I am as ready as the next men to call a prefab-
ricated box my castle, and I am actually palpi-
tating for the time when I mey quictly invest
in a down payment on a roadable sport plane
with built in bath. But there is a little memo
1'd lize to slip the menufacturers of all these
goodies before they vanish into their cello-
phane wrappings. .
When the time is ripe for the horn of plenty

to sound its jive, I want to be assured of the
wherewithal to get right into the groove.
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