Being a summery of the cvents and heprenings at the First Science Fiction
Invitetionel Convention as reportcd by two members of the Convention Com-
mittee apointed by the Committee at lerge.

The contents of this official report consists of the official Convention
program as it occured, the experiences ofiPreparstions Committee chair-
man, Richard Elsberry and impressions of the publisher, Hal Shepiro. They
had Peen asked to prepare this report because they were the ones most
responsible for the InVention.

Now that you have been warned, you may delve into the First InVention Re-
port. Other reports will be appearing in various fan journals, Watch
for them, This report is slated to appear in OPUS # 5, published by W,
Max Keasler, Conditions permitting, OPUS 1is where the majority of you
will be reading this. C

Additional copies may be obtained, as long as the supply lasts, by writ-
ing to either, Richard Elsberry, 413 E 18th SBtreet, Minneapolis i, Minne-
sota, or to the publicher, §/Sgt. Hal Shapiro, 790th AC/W Squadron,
Kirksville, Missouri,

FOR S. C. 2C




THEE OFFICIAL CONVENTION PROCRAM
(being a resume rather then a
schedule for the InVention)

FRIDAY, the fourth day of April, 1952:-
2:00 P, M, Tour of Hamm's Brewery to see how beer is made.

7230 P, M. Pirst session-~
ae Talk by Clifford Simak, Subject:
The Fine Art of Collecting Rejection Slips,
b, Tape recordings of two of a series of thirteen
forthcoming S-F radio programs.,
c, Hotion picture, Title:
Dreams That Money Can Buy.

SATURDAY, the fifth day of April, 1952:-

11:30 4, 1, Preview of new motion picture, Title:
The Twonky,

7500 P, lie Sécond session——
as Talk by Dr, Alfred Neir, U of liinnesota, Subject:

Cracking the Atom,

b. Talk by Poul Anderson, Subject:
How to sell to the diffe;ent editors,

cy Panel discussion, Subject: .
Vho is the better editor, HL Gold or JV Campbell?
d, lotion picture, Title: '
Orpheus.

SUNDAY, the sixty day of April, 1952:-
1:30 P, II, Officlal auction,

7:00 P. M, Third session—-

a. Panel discussion, Subject:’
Can Fandom get along without homosexuals?

b, Talk by Judy llay. Subject:
The Tenth Anniversary Science Fiction Convention,

¢y Skit by the linneapolis Fantasy Society Players, Title:
HacSaari,

d, iiotion picture, Title
lictemorphosis,
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The First Scicnce Fiction Invitational Convontion - the InVention — camo
about beczmso of a conversation botween somo no forgotten Fen in room 770 of the
St, Charlcs Hotcl at the Nolacon, Sentinments woro oxpressed thet “Anyonc can attond
& StfCon® and Mhy nust thesc conventions be open to overyono?" The quostion was
thrown about with tho gencral conconsus of opinion being that, if sone objection— -
ebla charactors werc kopt out, .S-F Convontions would be a heck of-a lot bottor,

. This procipitatcd a correspondence betwoen soveral pooplec and nothing but
talk onsucd 'until onc fatoful day last Rocanber whon Hzl Shapiro receivod a letter
fron Rich Elsborry montioning the matter, Camo back the usual postcard with: "An
invitational convention? Why not? You can call it the InVention,™

. Scrious talk in lettors was then the order of the day with cveryonc agrecing . -
that an InVention was & fine thing, if Fon could be locatcd who would do the work °
necessary for such an undortaking, Shapiro sot up an incessant howl that the-liin- -
neapolis Fantasy Socicty sponsor the affaip, and Ilsberry finally said that he'ad
talk to the group, Ho montioned it to Rodd Boggs, wio was his usual non—-comnitol
solf, but who did zgrecc that it would be a lot of worl,

" With tho help of Boggs' minoo, lctters wore sent out nlong with a tentative:
progran and tho tantelizing news that attcndocs would not have to put up with any.
nco—Feng - 4 : ; :

Tho ‘responsc? Surprising, to say the lcast, But, then again, not so surpris-
ing, If poople could take time off to go to SoulestorClons, MidVestcrCons, Buffalo=
Cons, ChiCons, ctc., thoy could certainly take the tinc for an InVention, The tino
did not soem to bc too inportant fo nost, just so long as it was well before the
ChiCon, &s most pcoplc wanted to attond that and couldn't attcnd another which oo-
eured in too close proxinity, o

So, with a handful of lettors, Llsberry dcéconded upon an HFS mocting, Giving
an Inpassioncd spccch he told thom how Hinncapeiis was going to have its first con-
vontion, Some of tham soemed rather-lcery, Thdy could smell work, But wheh it
was announcod that Elsberry, Boggs and Grossnan would be shouldering the najority
of the work load, they all vperkod up end soemed quito enthusecd,

Early Jenuary found Elsberry in charge of the proparations committoe with tho 5
title of Seerctary-Trecasurcr., Then the worlk really began, iloro information was
nincographed by Redd Boggs in Hinncapolis and by Hal Shapiro in lissouri, The
dates wore set as April 4, 5, and 6, and the prdco was two dollars, It was figurcd
that the atiéndancec would be nowherc near 2 nationnl con, and if a Fen could tra~
veol scveral hundred miles to attend, he could sparc $2,00 to support it, <

The activitﬁlwas pretty feverish as convention timo drew near, “Bcgging".ict~
ters had been sent out early, lovies, auction itcms, ete,, werc still ncoded, The
rosponsc on-these, though, waz better than wo had darcd cxooct,

Tusday, April 1, saw scveral of the cxhibits from Shasta, Gnomc and other
companics ready to be set up, All the prenargtions were complete, The Convention”
bogklets wore ready to be picked up, A1l wo had to do was to sit back and wait,
4dnd that wait was not very long, The first attondces arrived .early Wednosday "and
there werc plenty of pro-convention antice Wednesday ond Thursday, . Tho Convontion
prupor boegan Friday afternoon and was a success boyond our wildost drcans,

Othore can t0ll yon of the comeontion bottor thon I,
John Grossman




PUBLISHER VS PREFACE

This first InVention Report (offictal
vereion) is boing published through the
courtosy of the United States Air Forde,

When the cenvention was over, a group
of conventionecrs got together end doci-
ded that what was nocdod was en official
convention weport to help some befoggod
memorivs romieribor. Suggoestions wore sub-
nit¥el and equipnedt velunteorcd, The
natter of solection took only a short
time for, with threo mimeograph machines,
an ambess¢r, & Spirit duplicator, and a
flat-ved press to work with, wo' scam to
have pwosente& tho best outlook

Told te "get that report out before eny
of those reglonal conventions take wlace
so that the renort nmight be distributed
there,™ wo ‘have boon workidy Iike mad
ficnds to have thia ready and in the mail
in time for tho-liidWostornCon which will/
did teko placc at Indian Take, Ohio, lay
10 and 11,

The full stery of how £ho Convention
came abeut is containcd in the Following
reports,

Since i% &oes not sear to have becn
nontioncd in any of tho roports, lot wus
stato that a sitc for tho 1953 InVention
was sclectod aftor the final official ta-
sincss sessien, Naturally, we cannot ro-
veal it here, 3But, if you arc one of theo
favorcd few, or livc in $the convention
city, you will hear sbomt it, Othorwise,
you will road ef it in the Second Inven-
tiom Revort, slated to eppear Just about
onc vear from now.

If we nay be pecrmitted to Use o preface
for this purvoSe, we would 1iké to state
that the InVentien was onc of the bost
Fangathcrings cver attonded by us and all
the peoplc we have talled to and to
we have writton sincce that timo,

The idea, while probably bandicd about
ir fun nany times in tho past, was an ox-
coellent one, and orly nocded the proper
vartics to put it inte effect. Vhilec we
do not want biggor InVentions in tho fu—
ture, thero is a podsibility that thoy
may become better,

Hal Shapire

»”~

INTRODUCTION

It has boen statod that =11 piddos of

writing, whothor fact or fiction, nust
havo an introduction so that peoplo will
know what thcy are roading, I have boon

callod upon to do the introduction for
this InVention Report,

How the InVention came about is related
in detail latér in the report, $o I necd
not go into that Nere, 41} I really want
to do is givo c¢redit where crodit is duno,

The InVention couwld nover have como
about had it not WBoon for the mnselfish
dovotion of Poul Anderson, John Grossnan,
and many otlicr menbers of the Hinneapolis
Fantesy Socioty, too mumcrous to mention
here, as woll as Hal Shapiro and ¥, llax
Zoasler,

Tho parts that dveryonc played In  tho
preparations for tho con, and of the ac-
tual running of the gothering can ncver
be fully told, ZHowever, as this report
unfolds, yotr wiXl recsdize what a troone-
dous undortaking it was and aporeecictc it
for that,

ZHoso of you who were invited and eoutd
not atitend, we fedl surc will not mniss
next yoarls Iﬁ?ention. These of you who
@id not roccive invitatdons shovlid not
focl skightod, Yo werc ziping at 2 snall,
select ~roup, ‘It will bo up to the spon-
sors of noxt yebrl!s con to doeide vwhe
thoy will and will no? invite, It is norc
than possiblo thay seofio attenfees eof tho
Piret InVention Wil mot do invited to
the Jccend, It is also Inown thot nmany
who wore not Imvitod to linncapolis this
yoor will rocoiva Invites t6 tho Sccond
InVention,

Tho InVextion was not & con just for
BNT, Thero were nany invited on tho
strength of rocomnondations of  fribnds
and othor trivies, Tho fect that you may
not have beon invitod does not mean that
You arc not a BUF, It noy neroly be thot
you woro overloekoed, or that ono or nmore
of tho ecogventlon Mwhocls" objoetod to
your prescnece, It is regrettadble, but it
was nocessary that nows should not loak
out, I hape that yew umderstand,

Rich Rlsberry



INY ENTION »

ichard Elsberry

The ovents lcading up to the InVention have been fairly well covered. Idcas
were bandied back and forth at MFS nmectings, A list was nade of people who should
be invited, Most of tham I had never heard of and were Fon who had long sincé do-
scended into fannish limbos, HMinncapolis fans wero still living in 1943}

How -Boggs, Shapiro and I mamaged to coordinatc work and get out threc con
bulletins I'1l nover kmow, Thoy weren't the best in tho world, but they did sufe
fice as their nmein purpose wasn't publicity, Jjust to let poople kmow what we wero
going to do., And to convince somo who weren't suro, Wo backed down on no promiscs,

Bruce Publishing Co, in St, Paul (who also print the University of llinnesota
hunor mag, Technolog) did the Con booklet, Nothing large and protontious, but thon
we weron'!t trying to impress anyone oither, Just cntortain thon, Howeovor, Gross—
non did sonc beautiful illios for it and, despite the lack of ads, I thot wo'd
donc a far suporior job to tho onc put out by the Nolalon comnittce,

Ackernan provided the initial thrill, 4n aimail lotter cano saying he'd been
out talking to tho movic men and had arronged a showing of Arch Oblor's latest
novic, the filnmed version of Xuttnor's, "The Twonky.! That alhost called for a
special bullotin, but I restrained my boyish enthusiasn, Lator, tho comapny's rop-
resentative wrote to confirm dates and meke arrongcnents for the showing, I did
ny donndest to get a movic housc for us with no success, So plans were nade to
have it shown in the bellroon,

Thon thore was the wild stornming nisht I got John Gorgen to drive no and a
couple of othor (IFScrs out to Clifford Simak's placey 3efore I left, Simak was
slated as guost of honor at the Convention.

iloanwhile, I was having a hell of a tine getting Grossman to naint., Ho'd be
altcrnstely too busy and thon the weather would be too nice, Finolly, toward the
cnd of March, I threateded to geot ilorric Dollens, That scendd to sober up John a
bit and, coupled with a nicc spiecl that weck end he went out on tho roof of his
studio in the Andrus bullding and vnainted a backdrop, I was a 1little disapoointed
in that it wasn't suitable to be cut up into soctions and sold. So John obliged
-with a bunch of snaller paintings, and Jon Arfstron gave us helf-a~dozen pics
that Wicrd hadn't liked quito well cnough for covers, but which wore gquite supo-
rior for our purposcs,’

Lining up the rest of the progran was rclatively casy and I won'!t bore you
with-the details, I{'31 211 cone out as the story of the Convention unfolds,

The weck bofore the Con things were about as well coordinated as I could ex—
peet with the holp on hand, Xnowing I would have to cut nost of ny clesscs at the
U the latter part of the weck, I poured on the studying Ilonday and Tucsday. After
clesses in the aftcrnoon I'd ston at the Androws to scc what new rescrvations had
cone in,

Tuesday night I celled up lFS nambers to sce who I could get to help nme:set
up the hall, Thore wasn't too nuch work, but still in 211 I didn't fool likc do-
ing 1t nysclf, I thot I'd sct gp thc backdrop, get the exhidits ready and get
the other illios squared away. Then too, I had to ‘get a car to pick up the Con
bookleots over in St, Paul, ILuck wasn't with ne, Grossnan said he'd stop by and
Kenny Gray said he would help. No ono elso could get away,

" Wodnesday norning I was going from the Physics Building over to Bxnorincntal
and, since the Technolog office is on the way, I deecided to stop in, have a snoke
and scc if the 4pril page proofs were back, The usual bridze gene, with about ten
kibitzers was going on, Two of the kibitzers wore Air Force uniforms, They were
the first two arrivals, Hal Shapiro and John Shay,

Thoy had drivon into town carly in the norning and checked in at the Androws,
Thom they'!d called my house to find I was at school until about 2:00, Not wanting
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to sit around, $hey drove over to the U, Shay, who lad been an Engincer najor at
the U prior to the activation of his ilinncsota Air lational Guard unit, helped
then find the Tchnolog office. This precluded ny b01nb to any uftOI"‘lOO"}. classcs,

Gathering up my slide rulc and assorted notcbook s, wec niled into Hal's car
and then to ny place. ly nmother informed me that a Jin Blakedoff had called aond
wanted to-see me at the Androws as soon as possible, Fronm what I coule fizure
out, he had sonething to do with the Obler novie, I was afraid it was cancelced,

Since none of us had eaten, we raided the icec boxe Loaving tho iess to be
coped with lator we went upstairs, Shc,plro poked among nmy books and mags and Shoy
Toad sone old Logs while I changod clothes, After all, a convention choirman
should look like a man of distinction, and I didn!'t k:now who clsc night be arrivs
ing, VWe-killed some nmore tine looking at assorted brick-bats, including a trecatiso
I was writing on -lcetrical lNountain Clinbing, o su ; g

Suspocting that maybe Blokedoff was beconink a trifle impaticnt, I ushered

he airmon down to Hal's ear and we made the jaunt over to the .Andrews Hol could
not scam to got over Cogswellls article on Miona" that I rom in Snulbug, and wan-
tod to ncet J.cd at our earliecst convenicnce, Therc was cven sonc tallz bantcred
about to start a club to cxploit Miannisn,® I was rather happy, though, that Hal
and John liked Mama, beccause we definitoly seoned to be in the minority, The only
other noople who would adnit they undorstood it and liked it weore llax Xcasler and
& couple of FAPA manbers, It rather cluded or bored the reost of FAPA,

At the Andrcws I found out from the desk elerk, with whon I was well acquain—
ted by now, that Blakedoff wasn't in, I was znnoyed, but not hevinz enything to
do but wait for him, I took Hal ond John up to the hall to sce what we'd done,
There wasn't nuch to look et so we went- back down to the lobby to wait for tie Ob~
ler publicity ma Shepiro began to pump me about the progrom and as soon as I
told hin of the flrst dg.,r's progran, rridéy afternoon, he was ready to »roclain it
tho grectest convention ever, It was onc thing e'vor;r truc fan was intcrosted ih,
shouted Hol, even tho he denied being a boer drinke Shay alnost droolcd on his
bib. To tcll the truth, I wasn't in much better condltlon. (

I was nervous,.aond. sitting in thot hot lobby wasn't ncking ac feel any botter,
Finelly Itold the- dcs‘ic clerk that if Blakedoff cmic in we'd be in the penthouse
of the dndrus Buidding, aml that we xoould be reached there, Thon we wolled thc
1ittlo noro than two blocks to Grossmen's studio, ‘

Grossnan was coing trpical Grossmen -things at the Erﬁwinb voerd, Nothing, I—Tc
woasn't in the niood. "I could understand how he wasn't inspired to.do zny lottoring.
If I woro dressod up in 2 new suit, white shirt, bow tic, and all I wouldn't fcol
liko doing anything either. But Grossman alway vs works that way., I doubt if I-
could-— Effectivoly, that is,

 John lookod up ond saw us, Ho uttercd onc of his usuel wam groctings: L0tz
god, 1s thero no cscepet™ - i
™ou were expecting naybe llargarct Trumani"

Mlell, ‘ove that vouldn't bo so bad,, 3ut now that **ou re horo, pull up &
wet casel’ md sit yoursclf down,®

I introduced John and Hal and coaxod- Grossmen into pointing out the finer
aspects of soveroal of his oils that were mnging on the wall, - Ho has soveral that
I would like to sce on tho covor of aSF or Fortunc, Thoy'ro nothing to be ashaned
of, 3But hc had a now onc henging up, Mhat in hell is that nonteset™ I squinted
toward the picturc, "A Con of Bcons Resisting Arrcst by o lMexican Arsonistj! I
inaginarily rcad off for thec benefit of Shapiro and Shey. it

"Youlve got it all gronges Thatls ‘S'wraba.nd for Two B:Jga.tollos and & hountaln
at Anchor,® John corrocted, = ) St ot

John and Hal sat by helvlessly, g e



Afraid that someone was going to start taking us seriously, I lead Hal ard
John out on the roof to get a good look at the city from ten floors up. It was
breezy out there and Grossman wasn't making things and less so with his running
line of chatter, ranging from really profound remarks to Martin-and-Lewis-type
prattlings. .

"Do you believe in religion?" (rossman- looked sl ightly bewildered., It was a
rather wierd question to pose on a roof top, I suppose, out fans are liable to say
anything. Subsequently, though, I found that Hal asks the same question of:. every-
one upon first meeting them, 9Just as goed, and a damn sight more provocative than
"How do you do?" :

It was chilly out there and we went back in, with Shepiro stating that he had
something in his car that would warm us up and that we should send a bell boy or
Shay down for it. "But this is an office building, Had. They don't have room ser-
vice here."

"Yeah, but if someone goes down to get it, they could also pick up some mix."

"You didn't want to work anyway this afternoon, did you?" I asked, helping
Grossman on with his coat. "Let's go over to Hal's room and talk over this extreme-
ly interesting question.,®

Shepiro's room wasn't what you'd call big, but it suited our needs. So did
the bottles. "This is a hell of a hotel. No room 770," said Hal after a while.
"I got the closest I could, 7h2.n

"ell, we can have John here paint up 2 new door number to read '770.' In
fact, I was thinking . . ."

"With what?" interrupted Hal, .

". . oof having about twenty-five of them made up and sticking one on the door
of every fen's room. Then, everyome could say he stayed in 770 overnight."

We were still mulling over such weighty problems when the desk called to let
us know that Blakedoff had arrived. I told them to have him sent up. Not being
sure what type of a person we were coping with, we put all the bottles and glasses
in a dresser drawer.

"I'1l bet he's a jerk," said Shay.

He couldn't have been further off base, BElakedoff is young, about 28, rather
large and well built. The blue double breaster made him look lerger than he actual-
ly is. Blakedoff is a good publicity man too. He proved that right away.

"Well, I got a theater for the movie." I almost fell off the bed.

"How? I tried every angle and couldn't get a rise out of them."”

"If you promise them enough publieity, anything is possible,"

"But who would give us a Seturday afternoon?"

"Well, not exactly an afternoon. The Gopher is going to let 'The Twonky' re-
place their first show. You can get in at 11:30, Anf a couple of columnists from
the Tribune are supposed to be there to review it. Without their help it would
have been rather ugged, I guess. +he time won't bother you, will it?"

"No, we'll just have a little more free time Saturday afternoon, but 1 don't
think anyone will mind that at all."

"Well, if you're not busy now, ah, could I buy you a drink?" Blakedoff was
rather cautious about the way he said it.

He should have known better., He was talking to fans., We let him buy about
three rounds. Blakedoff supplied all sorts of usual information about S-F movies
that Hollywood was meking. According to Jim, the 4remendous success of "The Day
the Earth Stood 3till" which came in among the top sixtcen of the year, is encou-~
raging other compznies to try their luck, in the best Lippert manner. But every-
one isn't turning out crud. 20th Century Fox's filming of "E For Effort" was the
best news that Blzkedoff ‘had for us. He'd also heard of something called "The City
in the Sea" that a major company is putting out, starring Mala Powcrs., Somehow, I
don't +think it's the Tuecker epic,
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Blakedoff was also cergain we'd-like "The Twonky." He explained that Obler
had kept the original title of the story because it was a new end different word
and would attract a lot of attention, He expected 211 the columnists to comment on
it, and half the fight for publicity was won right thcre. Blakedoff couldn't seem
to get his mind off his pet subject.

With everyone feeling rather mellow, I hauled.them all over to the hall to
get the last of the preparstions set up., Kenay Gray was there with his shopping
bag full »f library books and he was talking to Poul Anderson. With all this
support, we polished off the job by 8:00 and, after checking to see if anyone else
had checked in, we all wemnt across the street to the Parédise to drink Premium,

Blakedoff didn't know the program schecduled, so when Poul asked him what he
thought of the Friday afternoon show, he got nothing but a blank look. We let him
guess for a while, and then I told him, We'd chartered several busses and all the
conventioneers were to bc hafiled out to Hamm's brewery for an inspection trip. Of
course, the high point of eany such trip was the end, Hamm's has their own’private
bar where guests can drink all they want, The only thing I was afraid of was that

some fan would chokc -- drinking too fast, When I told Jim, I thot he'd collapse.
A convention et which the drinking started before the first scheduled program. He
couldn't get owr it, I couldn't either whcen I first thot of it,.

After a'while Kenny and Poul left and I suddenly realized that the next day was
Thursday, and that mecant Physics quiz fourth hour, = It was after eleven and Grossman
decided he'd better leavc too., Elakedoff, Hal and Shay had no place to go and bid
us a fond farewell, after meking arrangements to meet us at the Andrews for lunch
the next day.

I caught a yellow rocket home and hit the sack.

Thursday morning I got stuck after the quiz and had to look over the April page
proofs for the Technolog before leaving, arriving late in the Andrews lobby,., Hal
was gabbing with Grossman and Shay was trying to pley the part of a disinterested
bystander, He had that morning zfter look Blakedoff wasn't anywhere around.

They spotted me and Hal asked, "What do you think Boggs would do if someone
went to his house in the middle of the night to use his mimeograph?"

"Throw them out on their ears, I supposes I would,"

"Hmmmnn, maybe I'd better not show you the bulletin we mimeo'd last night."

"Oh, no, You didn'ti"

"Well, yes."

"Mhat time?" ] ;

"0Oh, about dne or two or something like thet. He hadn't been asleep too long."

"Couldnft you have waited until morning?"

Mjell, we wanted to see bBoggs. ' Never met him before you know, even though we
did correspond through thd old Mlchlgan-hlnncsota feud days. He's a nice guy. I
thought he!'d throw us out too," : L

Shapiro then brought me up to “flate on who had pulled in that morning. Hetd
been scamning the registration book. A carload of southern fen had arrived after an
all-night drive and checked in, Hal thought that they were all asleep. 1 was more
than a little surprised that Hickman had six other people in his car: Lee Hoffman,
Shelby Vick, Henry Burwell, JT Oliver, Ed Guthrie’and Jan Macauley. After making
some cracks about how it must heve been some all night drive, Blakedoff put in an
appearance and we walked up to the Gopher Cafe for lunch,

When we got back, around 2:00, two strangely familiar characters stood at the
desk. I think it was the first time I éver saw Kerkhof sober. Him, not me. The
sight was 2lmést unnerving. Briggs was pretty tired after the train ride, but I
told him I thought we could get a.bunch of fans together for dinner that night.,
Both were sgreeatle and they finally went up to their rooms,
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Then I rdalized that I hadn't picked up the con booklets yete So it was back
into Shapiro's car to go over to the printer, Blakedoff had to do something else.

It took us about an hour and a-half, for I had to talk to some of the office
help for a while, Hal and Shay toured the plent, I!'d seen it before, sd I paid
the printing bill, We carted the booklets up to the ballroom and stacked them in a
lockef in the corner, I wasn't a2fraid of anyone taking some since I figured we had
more than we could use,

It was & little too early to eat yet, so we wnet down to the lobby and sat
there, hoping to catch the newcomers as they arrived. Tiring of sitting down, we
decided to go up and enmioy Lynn Hickman, After all, he couldn't expect to sleep
all the timd. :

Hickman came to tie door in a2 state of half-undress and greeted us cordially
pointing toward the bottle of Cream of Kentucky sitting on the dresser. He was
just getting dressed after a short nap, so we came in end qiizzed him on the trip
up, sampling his liquor at the same time, Hickman's main point was that it was
too damn crowdéd in the car with half-a-dozen other fans, Then too, that much
close contact can become quite wearing after a while,

With Iynn once again looking like a man, we used him as a guide to scout up
the rest of the rooms his cohorts were in and soon routed out the punch. ‘his
time, Lee Hoffman got no strangled greetings. And Hal didn't esk his question.,

The only place I could think of that would accomodate us comfortebly was the
Gopher, so eleven of us walked over there, Guthrie, naturally, was annoyed because
they didn't scrve beer, and doubly annoyed when he found out they wouldn't sell it
to him if they did have it. Iinnesota is rather strict about ‘its 2l-age limit.

After dinner, I and Grossman walked the group around downtown Minneapolis to
point out places of interest, of which there must be at least four, It finally
wound up down on Washington Avenue, and it was a fight to see who could spot the
most red lightts, The somelthat dubious honor was won by & sharp-eyed Guthrie,

I figured I might as well pass out a few con ‘booklets to those present when we
got back 2nd went up to get theme When I came down it was easy to see that the
Detroit delegetion had errived. ‘here scemed to be dozens of them but the only
ones I recognized were Ray Nelson, Rog Sims, Ed Kuss and Martin Alger, Introduc-
tions further proved we had Ben Singer, Kancy Moore, Tom Sherred, Alice Douglas,
and a few other non-entities, °

The first thing Sims wanted to know was: "How wide open is this town? What're
the best hot spots? Vhere'!s Skid Row?" and so on, 7

I had to tell him the bad news, They roll up the streets in Minnecapolis at one
o'clock, "But that shouldn't maeke any difference to fans,” I told him, And it
didn't., The Detroit boys had brought the stuff with them, teking no chences. ™e
do have a burlesquc house here though," I added modcstly. .

"As good as &insky's?M

"From what I hear, it's better," I said, depreciatingly.

#7111 have to keep that in mind," was Slms' reply. "Yes,"

The Misfits went off to their rooms, Shapiro in tow, so I telked Lynn chkman
into a drinke, Picking Bob Briggs up on the way we were soon in Lynn'!s room Jjawing
about TIME. Lynn was explaining the multilith process when the usual knock sounded
heavily on the door, No'privacy, Hoffman, Grossman, Macauley and a couple of
others fought their way inside, John had several small signs he'd done during the
afternoon, We tacked a '770' sign on thic outside of the door,

The conversetion was brillient and the whiskey smooth, But after 2 while we
ran out of the latter., Lynn suggested we toddle out to some bar and everyone
agreed, feeling that the least they could do would be to throw us out,

In the lobby we found Kerkhof wandering around, "“Ah, some people,"

MJhere is everyone?" 1 asked,
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"%Ah, all those crazy Detroit pcople went to someplace called the Alvin,”

" "Oh, the burlesque house,"

"That must be ites And all thosc €hicago guys are up in their rooms or some-
place. -Anyhow, they just got here, I think they're looking for you,"

"The hell with them, There's nothing I can tell them that they don't already
know, I'll be around tomorrow if they want me, Are you coming with use"

"Wherc are you going?"

Where do you think?"

"Well, why didn't you sey so? ILet's go.!

We went

-1 was sleeping very soundly Friday morning, for 1 had no rea2son to do other-
wise, Nothing was scheduled for the morning, and I expccted to get down to the
Andrcws about 11:00 to bring out the registretion book. I figured to distribute
the con booklets then and everyone could see the sterting times, etc. 1 dida't’
think we'd nced a real mecting until Friday night. A lot of pecople were probably
still tired and would waut to sleep in the afternoon, I just wanted to slecep in
the morning, )

WCome on, Elsberry, téme to get upe How in hcll can we start the Convention
without you?" came Shapiro's sickeningly sweet and heppy voice from my bedside,

"Drop dead. That would be 2 nowel beginning," I snorted, belicving it all
to be 2 bad dream, | N

"Always the joker, Come on, let's get the convention or the road,”

MYou're going to be out on the poad if you don't shut up, sit down and let
me wake up," I said, sitting on the cdge of the bed. ™hat've you been reauing,
Sunshine and Heglth?"

"Well, just thought 7'd drop over 2nd give you a 1lift to the hotcl."

"My, aren't we the helpful one, though. Play somc records or something while
1 get some clothes on."

Twenty minutes latcer I was recady to go and Hal had just complcted "The Red
Shoes," Shapiro's driving didn't do my early morning nerves any good, But I
was rather heppy that a group of fans hadn't decided to comc over to my place for
breakfast, Well, there were still two morc mornings.

The first sight that grected me on entering the loboy was that of an old man
whose whitish-gray hair was crew cut, He was smoking a large black cigar, I
was pretty surc I hadn't scnt him an invitet ion, but 1 knew these things were
bound yo lesk, and thcre wasn't much onc could do zbout it.

We went up to thc convention hall, It was about ten o'clock aud some early
birds were milling about. I suppose that somcore had talked the mancger intd
opening the doors carly,

Lee Hoffmen was talking to cob Tucker and a lot of people werc standing around
listening., Others were lookiang st exhibits or talking in smaller groups. After
much grceting and handsheking I fought my way to the locker and broke out the
Convention booklets. %hen people saw the Friday afternoon program there were
cries of amazement, admitation and disgust., Well, you can't please evtryone.

"Does everyone know about this?" said someone bchind me, I turned to sece
Harry VWarner., 1 wes a little surprised. This was the first convention he'd
ever attended.

"No, but I think the news will move fast enough, Besides, everyone will be
expecting an efternoon session of some sort and I suspect that they will all get
herc eventually, if they'rc coming.' I gucss it's my fault that cveryone didn't
know in advence. Anyway, Kenny Gray was due to take over the chairman's duties
this evening for the rest of the week end and I could relax,

"T think thet the rest of thc programs are @ etty complete, but I didn't want
to rush enyone the first a2fternoon. If they want to sleep, they won't be missing
anything that's too important,"



"Say, did you hear who came?" said Iee Hoffman,

"Probably not. o ore. ever tell me anything, Who?"

"Burbee and Laney,"

"They didi" I excleimed elated, "Well, I'1ll be damncd. Boggs has been threat-
ening to go out to the coast, and so they take this opportunity to come here. Fine.
I can. get them lined up for once of the penel discussions.! -

Some of the others present didn't share my enthusiasm for the IA twosome,

The rest of the morning and early afternoon was tzken up in getting people to
register, giving out the booklets and meeting 2dd talking to people. In betwecen,
we ate lunch with 2 bunch of fans and someone poured a couple of drinks into us.

By 1:30 I'd managed to herd everyone I knew of who were eround into the ball-
room. Almost no Minneapolis fans were present because they wefe all working or at
the University. I again announced the aftcrnoon program and, after the customary
short delay, the chartcred busses arrived., Everyonc seemed in exccllent spirits
and Poul inderson, who arrived just before we left, was welcomed aboard.

Of course, the trip to thc brewery in St. Paul gave the fans a chance to sece
part of the city, somcthing they normelly wouldn't do on their own. I still re-
gret that I never saw more of Mhew vrleans. I'11 have to go back there again some
day and sece what it's like outside of thc St. Cherles hotel arca,

The trip through th: brewery was extremely interesting, cven though our main
object was the free beers I phink most of thc fans who zttcnded now know a lot
more about their favorite drink. Yhe tour lasted neerly forty-five minutes because
of all the questions, and we finelly wound up in the Dutch Roome The Hemm's people
were in no hurry to have us leave and we spent another hour drinking and talking.
To the few who didn't drink beer, I suppose this wes considered a wested aftcrnoon.

From whet I heard on thc bus going back everyonc was cxtremely plcesed with the
opening of the con. Mack Reynolds, who had stopped on his way to New York, already
considered it the best convention he'd cver been to, not withstending the fact that
it was his first. He also turned over to my care the manuscript copy of "Ponece
deLeon's Pants" for the auction. Secing that there were no fémales on our bus on
the return trip, I read it aloud. That assured its getting 2 high bid Sunday.

It was fast approaching five, when we got back to the Andrews, Kenny Gray was
placidly sitting in the lobby waiting for us, He shoved a bunch of telegrams and
cabk grams at me which had been delivered while I was gone. lost of them were
congratulations and such from Walt Willis, Australien Fendom represented by Roger
Dard, etc, I told Kenny to rcad them before he got around to the introductions.

Leaving Gray to puzzle out the names on the registration book, I tried to dig
up someone to eat dibner with, It wasn't too hard, Keasler, Shepiro, Hickman,
Macauley, Alice Douglas and Wrai bezllard were quickly recruited and we ran hurridly
from the lobby so that pcople wouldn't follow us., We wont over to the 620 club and
found. briggs, Kerkhof, bishop and Bob Johnson sopping up some beer with their roast
turkey. We shifted a couple of tebk s arouxd and pulled fin with them.

Kenny opened thc evening session around 7:30 by reading the messages andethen
by introducing the 20~somec MFS mcmbers who were sitting down front. Then, he be-
gan to read off the rest from the régister. Kenny wes zt the TorCon but doesn't
know cveryone by sight, even though he has a remarkable memory e

With formalities over, Cliff Simak was given the speaker's pletform, Cliff
hes been writing S5-F for twenty years now and certeinly deserves to be guest of
honor, He was no bum choice, either, The telk, "The Fine Art of Collecting Rejec-
tion Skips," had nserly everyone cngrossed, Simek gave pointers on how he wrote
Stf, the different run-ins he'd hed with Campbell over rejections, ctc, Simak used
to scrap a story if JWC wouldn't buy it. No longer, though, now thet hc has an
agent and Galaxy is around. Simak too assured u$ of getting favorable press com-
ment, if a2ny. Both he and John Chepmen of the MFS arc on the oditorizl staff end
had permission to writec up the proceedings for the Minneapolis Star Journel.
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Noel Loomis also works for tne Journal as a linotyper, but he was worklng
nights and couldn't come to thc first evening session,

. After Simak, we played two tape recordings.of a new S-F program that will stert
this summer., It's untitléd so fer but will run thirtcen weeks. Scripts are by Ted
Cogsweli Poul Anderson and Gordie Dickson, The two we heard were "The Frontier
and "Outpost at Infinity," both by Poul, They're two of his very best and the
shows rate technically with some of the "Dimemsion X" progrems like "Courtesy,"
"ngatfall " and "4ind the lMoon be Still a2s Bright." You'll like this Summe T series.

To end.the first night's program the movie "Dreams Thet Money Cen Buy," a 16 mm
expgrlmcntal film, in color, produced by Hans Richter was shown. *his is 2 full
length movie running 8L minutcs, "Drcams" is made up of scven seqbences loosely
held together by interlocking scenes in the office of a psychiatrist. Talent bor- .
rowed -for the picture includes such artists as Mex Ernst, ilexander Celder and har-
cel Duchemps, with music by David Diemond, Paul Bowles and Josh %hite. The best
scquence was "The Girl With the Prefabriceted Heart' in which love in the ztomic
age is satirized by using two department store dummies, Uther sequences included
M"Nercissus," "Ballet and Circus" and "Desires," Most expcrimcntel photogrephy in
the film is of a2 fantastic nzture and is therefore doubly plcesing to the fan, I
doubt if any of the attendees would ever have seen the film had we not shown it,

Immediately after the movie Laney and Burbee epproached me, "Does this town
have eny deccnt jazz?" ‘

.. "You're kidding, of course," 1 replied. "There isn't much, but what there is
is good." I them procceded to get them directions toward Mitch's where Harry
Elons and :is Men were henging out, along with voc Evans, famous trumpct player,
The mention of thasc two names scemed to click, because they left imucdiately,
Not being a dixicland men mysclf, 1 couldn't quite epprecie te their enthusiasm,
Then too, bruce Dybvig was over at the Flemc, if you wanted music,

"Wanna talk about Kcaton?" said Ice Jacobs over my snoulder.

"You know what hap.cned last timc. Do you heve 2 nice closet picked out?"

"It won't be so bad this time, Come on up to Mctchettc's rooms Some of the
San Francisco znd Uetrolt boys are getting together, "

~Surprisingly enough we did get to talk about Kenton, ani thet is no small mat-
ter. Kenton has dom so meny things thet you could talk 2il night znd not cover
everything., It was to. bad tnat #d Cox couldn't have been in that room instead of
in Jepan, _ )

Eventually, though, we were discovercd end e couple of othcr rooms emptied
into ours. -Max Kecasler came running into the room and took the only good picture:
I}ve secn him teke yet, One of Redd woggs sitting on a2 bed next to Lec Hoffman and
listening attentively, s

- .The stfange leck of other Minncapolis cheractcrs in the crowd prompted me to
begin a small search for them. It was soon reveeled that most of them were over
in the back room of the Club Casanova renewing old azcquaintances with 0llie Sarri
and.Neil Dedacke.  Not even a Tucker offer of a poler game could disturb them,

Around three, people begen to thin out, se we went down to Shepiro's room with
Grossman, Keasler, Briggs, Bok, Kruger, Hal and a couple of bdthers aml we racked
Philip Wylie over the cozls, Shapiro had the ennoying habit of refering to Hannes
as "Box,"

I spent the night slceping on Hal's floor, end it felt good to get up early in
the morning, Hzl didn't went to get up and was swearing revenge on the little men
with trip hammers who filled his mouth with kitten excretion just before he woke
up, I opened a bottle of beer and held it under his nose., Clutching his mouth he
made a dash for the bathroom., 4t works every time, Aftcr that he looked a litdle
better, even though in appearance he looked as if he slept in his uniform, He had,
((Publisher's note: I did not,.))
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Seturday morning I ran across a number of intcresting people I hadn't secn be-
fore. Bruce Lane and Joe Lennedy, from Great Lekes, had arrived, as had & fellow
in an Army uniform claiming to be Russ Watkins, 1t was then I realized that some-
ore had squealeds The other incident that made themorning complete was the sight
of Vernon McCain parading around with a large button which proglezimcd him to be
Lemuel Craige I wondercd if anyone carcd whether or not he was Vernon MeCzin or
Lemuel Craig,

The Gopher Theater was about thrce vlocks away and blakedoff wes in the lobby
waiting for us, As we oaraded up Hennepin Avenuc people may have thought that we
2 group of draftees if it hedn't been for the women.

As you can well imagine, Obler's "Twonky" and Kuttncr's "Twonky" arc two dif-
ferent stories. Obler must heve thot he was meking aiother "Five," for this black
and white film hes just ebout as many cheracters, Nearly 21l of kuttner's original
story is theres You Jjust have to hunt for it. Originelly it was 2 short story.
Obler hed to cut it up and strctch it to fit, oyt I'm not writing a movie review,
Besides, the picture will be rileesed in Junc, Suffice it to szy that Willism
Phipps and Jean Veblen are thce principles, But in this story it's not the princi-
ples of thke thing that maticrs. 2

The pilcture was over erourm 1:30 ana I went over to talk to Kenny while Blekes .
doff passem out criticism shects, We finelly decided not to move eny of th¢ even-
ing progrem up to fill thc gep. They could kill the time uptil seven in 21y menner
they wantcd, That would mean six hours off ceting, drinking end screwing eround,
"Cuo Vaids™ was in town, so I imagine some fans killed threc hours that way,

#gain there wes theususl group of us storming the Gopher Cafe, By this timc
they'd comc to rccognize us and it didn't take too long to get three tebles sct
end to emd, Waiting for the food, Lynn Hickman ennounced to all that Atlanta was
puttimg on a perty in room 770, which was just off of TLO. Shegp iro protested,
saying that he wesn't 2llowing his room to bc used for no rebel activitics, After
a while -the fight was scttlcd as most cveryone realized they were talking about
two different 770's, ; -

. Back at the hotel, open Singer had the strangest demn tal to t 11 us, Accords.
ing to Singer, he'd been sitting in the lobby when a little guy walks up to the
dusk clerk and asks for a room. +he clerk tells him that they're full up, "Well,
maybe I can stay with someonc, You see, I'm a fan," The clurk sagys, "Oh," and
caells up someone to esk if it's all gight to have enother guy in his roome The
guy a2t thce other end spperently says yes and the cloerk esks the little man his
neme., "Ashley" is the reply, which the clerk releys on the phouc. Pretty soon
the clerk looks bewildecred end finally he says, "We'll have 2 room for you just as
soon &5 this men checks out." Ben sits by taking it 21l in. Pretty soon, down
comes Laney, carrying a suitcase. He checks out end st alks out of the lobby. I
newr did check og this storye It was too fantastic. Still, Lancy did move over
to the Nicolstt hotels = :

A lot of fans were sitting in the convention hall hoping something would hapgen.
Nothing did——thercs Some were looking at a huge wall map of the Twin Cities we
had tecked up, It had the locations of 211 the book stores circled in rod crayon,
That was one way to spend the ofternoon,

The rest of the zftcernoon was spent telking fznzim s, layout, ertick s, mimeo~
graphy, cte, with thc¢ same old group: Hickman, Briggs, Shepiro, Keasler, Hoffman,
Boggs and Tom Collins. The lettcr docsn't say much, but he packs zn immense intel-
lectuel wallop, ’ :

The evening session opened with & beng. Shay geve an exploding cigar to Fd
Walthers and the latter smoked it, It sounded just like a gun shot and Kcasler
took the time to pitch forward on his face and shout thet he'd been shot and for
someone to call Doc Keller,
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Kenny Gray started the meeting on time and read the names of those who had
registered sincc the last formel meeting., He also announced registretion at 107.
And there were many who hadn't signed the book yet., Of course, most of this group
were from Minuesota, ifichigan, Illinois and Ohio. Financial matters were being
disgusted when Boggs leancd oveir and pointed out a visttor ot theback of the room,
It was professor Luyten of the University Astronomy Department., Luyten once did
some writing for a Dunkleberger magazine and probably read the news item about thd
convention in the morning paper, >

Dr, Alfrcd Neir, of the University's Fhysics Depertment, was the first spesker
of the evening, Neir invented the Mass Speetrometer and was the first American
physicist to get pure U-235 in 1940, His talk, "Cracking thc Atom" or ™. cil's
Bohr," consisted of humorous siruations in which he found himself while working in
etomic projects in Chicago, Ok hidgc and Los Alamos., Neir, who is only L1, looks
even younger and has a good delivery, Almost any audicnce would have found him
cnterteining, fans c¢ven more so.

Poul Anderson followed with a short and humerous talk on how to sell to the

"different editors, The gencral concensus of it was the w2y handerson sells is just

to write and send it in. If you know limericks, that helps too.

The panel discussion wes unique, to sey the lcest., Two teams were picked.

without telling tuem the subject. When thc six cheracters and the moderator hcard
the subject and the side they were to support, tncre were a lot of grins, The
topic was: "Who is the¢ petter Editor, HL Gold or JW Campbell?" Picked to support
Gold were Keasler, Herry Warner and myself. Supporting Campbell were Boggs,
Tucker and Ray Pslmer, We wanted to get GO Smith for Campbell's side, but he never
showed up. Frank Kcrkhof was chosen as moderator, seeing how he'd be the least
likely to kcep order, - e

Helf of the time you couldn't tell which side was supporting who, It never

" did quite get down to neme calling, but sarcastic remerks were theorder of the

evening, Keasler kept refering to Gold es "Iron Pyrites." lothing was settled,

bit a2 lot of fun was hed by all.

Movie for the evening wes the brillient "Orpheus," dirccted by Jean Cocteau,
"Orpheus"” @s an cxccllent example of fantasy end symbolism, In the' fiim, Orpheus

“is 2 poet living in Peris, He is happily in love with his wife, but a2 chence en-

counter with Ledy Death chenged his perspéctive and’ he becomes engrossed in persu-
ing her"and Cocteau's elusive conczpt of Hell., The ending, however, is hapgpy, with
the Black Lady releesing Orpheus to the living world, with the help of her chauf-
feur-accomplice, who is in love with Orphcus' wife, The sets, end symbolic ones .
they are, ere tremendous., There is the tlack avtomobile, the black people and .
the blonde people, thé houses both above and below ground, the mirrors, the by-
standers -~ everything is donc simply, and with the greatest cffectiviness, ‘the
dialogue is in French, but Ehglish subtitlecs are quite competent, +he film runs
about ninety minutes., Most fans were of the opinion that "Qdrpheus" was the best
film we showed at the Conventiori., I thot so too. i} .
Atlanta's perty was crowded, 2ud not without purposc. Aetlrally, before things

"got very fer along, Hickman mentioned that Atlanta would be pleased to have the

Wordd Convention aftcr Chicago, and he hoped we would 211 remember that come picking
time in ‘September.

First:fireworks stertcd when Laney somehow got started talking to Watkins. La-
ney began to shell the CCF unmercifully and Watkins just sat there getting hotter
and hotter, Finally, Watkins jumped up and shoutcd, "My name is Tém E, Watkins,®
Laney espologized ana said that he really didn't look like 2 fugghead anyhow.

Shelby Vick got everyone's attention efter 2 while and reminded them tha he
still needed more dough to bring across Walt Willis. Then he passed the hat, Ros-
tomily, sitting next to me, tossed in his "I Like lke" button and I saw Burbce
dollfully giving up his "Doc Evans for President pin. after throwing out the
buttons, slugs and other pezraphenalia, thcre was 2 few dollars in chenge.
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Only other things I can remember were Burbee ceznwassing people for "Animal
Comics," Bob Johnson tclling how hc watched Ray Palmer snecak around the lobby cau-
tiously leaving copies of Other Worlds lylnE unobtrusively around where people
would accidently stumble on them,

Spent the night with Keasler and found the bed much too small,

It was one of those gloomy Sunday mornings and 1 sat around Max's room after
breakfast reading the funny papers It was the second week in a row that "pogo"
had been left out, so I finally had to take a walk ana buy a Chicago paper,

The auction sterted at 13130 with Korschak appointcd zuctioneer, since loskowitz
couldn't make it. The choice was a blow to Bloch, Evens and Eshback, who wamted to
‘ play poker.

"Ponce deleon's Pants" was the first item to be auctioned, by popular rcqueste
Eshback bought it for $28,00, but-said he didn't plan to publish it. Covers from
Gold, Browne, Pelmer and Hemling went next, Hickman, adding to his collection
viciously, took an Emsh cover from Gelaxy for e mere $36, Max, in an effort to get
the bidding up, got stuck with a2 Fete cover for $8, I did the same thing at the
NolLaCon, but it was cheaper then, '

Then there was a Shaver menuscript for sale. Bob Tucker had to bid all of -
$2.50 for it, He seemed quite happy and immediately took it to the back of the
hall, found-a wastebasket, and burned it with much pomp and cercmoncy, Palmer was
rather aghast at the spectaclec,

After the Grossman pics had been sold, prices ranging from $7—$18, ILynn sug-
gested we drive eround for a while in his converteble, I wasn't hard to convince,
Macauley, Max and, Shapiro made up our happy fivesome as I directed Lynn into some
of the more sordid arcas of the city of lakes and parks., We also got to see thems

We ate at deNapoli, for contrssgt, and got back to the hall about 6:30., Gray
informed us that the total auction procecds were about $350, which wasn't too bad,
considering we didn't have too much amd the prices weren't very high,

To gtart off the evening session I had to get the panel together, And that
wasn't casy, First I had to tear JM Fillinger away from Ken Kruger, Then I had
to tear Ben Singer from Nancy lioore, and thet wasn't easy., But, to get Russ Wat-
kins to leave his bottle was a2 rcal battle. .

Lining up the teams, we told them the subject and the side upon which thuey were
to argues The qucstion, "“Can Fandom Get Along Without Homosexuals?" didn't get the
discussion it should have, but it crecated a lot of enemics, On the yes side stood
Singer, Fillinger and McCain., No were Burbee, Lancy and Russ Watkins., EEEvans was
moderators “t was pretty bad when both sides began to ergue "yes," but when the no
group sterted to fight ezmong thcmselves iy was time to quit., Evans, of course,
proved to have no control over the proceedings and was shouted down morc than once
by irate pencl members, A better group of more opg osing personalities couldn't be
found anywhere.

Judy May next was allowed 2 few minutes to talk about ChiCon, Besides urging
people to come, she also gave some info on the program, Of course, this Science
Fiction ballet deal was ®rought up again, I can't see it myself., And if it's go-
ing to be pcrformed by fans, the title should be "The Fairy'!s Kiss,"

The MFS Players, and a3 more motly assortment you won't find, thcn put on that
eplc tragedy, fMacSarri." MacSarri was performed by 0llie himself, with Kenny Gray
as.Richard the Lion Harted, and also Dale Rostomily, Ted Cogswell, Poul andcrson,
Gordie Dickson and Marv Larson, If you haven't scen MacSarri, I can't describe it
to you, It's humon, formcrly just for the localitis, was dressed up for general
consumption, Written by Foul inderson, it wanders in and out of hlstory, confound-
ing evcrythlng and (.verybody.
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The final programmed attraction was another expcrimental 16mm film, "Metamor-
phosis," based on the story by Franz Kafka., 1It's a full 1 ngth film, running a
1ittle over an hour, playcd by amatcura and made &t a2 cost of only five thousand
dollars on borrowed and rented cguipment,

The story begins with the words: "As Gregor Sémsa awoke one morning from
troubled dreams, he found himself changed in his bed into some sort of monsfrous
vermin.," Although littlc of the Kafka tale remzins, it is essentially the story
a men who turns into an insect. The film has few actors, few scts, and it would
naturally tend to, with the extremely limited budget.

There arc plenty of things to criticize apout this film, yet it is a highly
‘commendable effort and worth the hours time it took to watch it, If eaudience
rcaction is eny indication, future conventions will show less of the old fantastic
films and more of these new experimental jobs, which can be rentcd just-as cheaply.
flctamorphosis™" was mede last yecar by Williem J. Hempton.

And so the convention was officlally over., And officially or not, it was an
unqualified success, £

The last evening was just like auy evening at any other con, I didn't stey
to sec ite After checking with Gray to sce that everything was paid up end put
away, I stopped by to shekc hends with most of the fans and have 2 couple for the
road, cven though I ride the streetcer, It was the first time I'd been home 1n
nearly three days, and it felt good to climb into my own bed for onces

And Monday, well, it was rethcr nicc to get back to schood.

QUOTABLE QUOTES : —-

Telling how Bishop and Walthers were always togetherz 1411l during the
. evening they were an insufferable pair," - Keasler

. %

"Yes, John Grossman is the grcatest fan artist today,." - Grossman

Speaking of Lancy: "Oh, don't mind him, He has halitosis of the
intellcet," -= Shay :

"My, Shaver uses an excellent grade of paper." —— Tucker

Cablegram: "If all the fans were laid end to und, I wouldn't be a2 bit
surprised,” -- Chuck Harris

"Detroit has better burlequys than the alvin," -~ Sims .

scn&abucktotheéhiconcommittceboxlh92chicagolBillinoisforyourcrateronthemoonnow

Have you sent your buck to the convention commlttbe for the Tenth Annlvcrsary
Science Fiction Convention? If not, do it now. You'll cnjoy getting the bulletins.

Anyonc can'attend Cnicon II.

It is not merely for Big Name Fen, : =

Send 2 buck today and get in on the fun..

s

The edress is:
Tenth Anniversary Science Fiction.Convention

Post Office Box # 1h22.

Chicago 15, Illin}'v



SDELIGHTS

ifter reading over the account which Richard Elsberry wrots of the InVention,

I can fully realize thet no two people see the same thing is exactly the same man-
ner. There are many incidcnts mentioncd in his report which I cennot recell, and
probably as many in mine which hec hes forgotten,

I belicve that this report is prepared wisely in thet it gives you more than
ong view of the affair, There is more than one instance I note where contradiction
of fact occurs, This, no doubt, is merely due to faulty memories and the fact that
extcnsive notes were not taken,

.Enough of this prologue, however, and on to the actual impressions from the
typer of your publisher, This is ectually an appendix to Elsberry'!s report,

Managing to swindle a five~flay furlough from Wednesday through Sunday, John
Shay and 1 took off for Minncapolis Tuesdey afternoon, determinced to arrive early,
Since Shay was & native Minnczpolitan, I was all set to see the town with a native
guide to point out red liguts and othcr points of interest.

We arrived carly Wednesday morning (ebout four ayem) aand cnecked into the 4n-
drews, lecarning we were the first to arrive., Shay decided to stay at the hotel
since his home way "way out in the sticks.!

Graboing a few hours slecp, we then called Elsberry's house and learning he
would be in school (University of Minncsota) until late afternoon, we wandered over.,
Shey was an Enginecr mejor at the U before his 4ir Netionel Guard unit wes activated
and he knew his way around. We groped our way into a smoke-fillcd room, which
turned out to bc the editoriel office of the Minnesota Tcchiwlog, campus humor mag,
and waited for Rich, the humor editor., It didn't take long, We dragged him to nis
placc, atc his food, and drove beck to the hndrews to sece Jim blakedoff,

Followed a trip to see John Grossmen, a drlnklng session and gab fest with
Blakedoff, g

Wednesday night was a humdinger, Elsberry seid he needed something cglled
sleep and left us to our own dcvices, So Shay, Elekedoff and I wandered 2bout the
town for a while., We stopped in a few bars and book stores and raised a little
hell trying to think of something to do.

4s soon as Blakedoff left us, my Detroit ingenuity thought of something, I
had always wanted to meet Redd Boggs, and therc was no time tike the middle of the
night. Finding our way out to his placc was not too difficult, considering the
complexity of Ninncapolis $treets. So, & out one- thlrty Shay and 1 stormed Boggs!
place, gained admittance through his fathcr, who we cowed with our looks, and crept
up to kedd's room to awaken him. He wasn't 2t a2ll what 1 had expected,

Shay, who had heard much conccrning Boggs and I in our respcctive stetes re=—
marked: "Shapiro and Boggs met face to face, Neither ran screaming. This testi-
fies to the innate intestinal fortitude of fen,"

Anyway, the vitriolic Redd of thc fenzines turncd out to be nothing more than
a yes-man in polite conversation, However, in celebration of the event, we cut
four steacils and turndd out 2 one shot in an edition of fifty copies whlcn were
later distributed on the convention fldor. Thce zine conteincd an account of that
night's adventures by Shay and Shapiro, & tretise by boggs on the VNichigen-Minne-
sota feud of 1947-L8-LY, 2nd an 2cid rebuttal by Shapiro.

Leaving Redd a few hours later, we went to the 4ndrews and hit the sack.

Thursday morning I slept lete, woke and later wokc Shay. Ate breakfast about
onc, picked up Grossmen and returned to the hotel. A rebel group from Georgia
had arrived but werc 2ll aslesp. Elsberry and pleskedoff finally showed up, so we
went to the Gaopher Cafe and atc again,

~ -y - -~




16 16

To St. Paul to pick up the convention booklets, Having previously worked at
a printing plant in Alaska and becing ective in editing and publishing activities,
I was interested in secing what they hed, I toured the plant. They didn't have
much.,

Picked up Hickmen, Burwell, Macauley, Hoffman and other rebels add back to
the Gophere This time, we ate supper. Afterwards, we toured downtown Minneapolis
afoot, cnding up in the red-light district, where we lost some rebels.

I left the group after a while end hecaded back to thc indrews in time to
greet the Michigen delegetion, This was the first time I had seen several of
them in over three years, Most I had secn just last Februsry during a furlough.
The grectings were warm and liquor flowed freely, Michiganders having the fore-
sight to lay in a supply. ;

Wearing buttons proclaiming them to be staunch Sexocrats were Rey and Perdita
Nelson, Ben Singer, hency Moore, nlice Douglas, rggie Harook and Stcve petchette.
I seem to remember two or three cars in the group, but can't recall who rode with
vhom outside of the fact thet Mart¥n ilgers had picked up the Nelsons when he pas-
sed through Chicago. They are attending the .Univers.ty of Chicago.

We scudded up to the rooms, unpacked, yekked, drank and decided to go, en
masse, and compare the ilvin Burlesque Theater with the wetroit veriety. The
Minneapolis strippcrs are no good. I guess that it is dus to the angelic expres-
sion thc city tries to wear,

Coming out into the sun again, I scemed to recognize a passer oy, ‘Questioned,
, it turncd out to be Wrai pellard, the North Dzkotan., He didn't look too different
from the pic he had sent me two ycars ego and alice was quite takern with him, She
said something about he being tnc first reel fermer she had ever met, despite all
her traveling., They made a nice pair the rest-of the InVention. I don't think
that alice was bored witn the arrangement eng, knowing her, I'm sure Wral was
as heppy as he could hope to bc, :

Ate dinner somewhere and all trooped over to the University where, cight or
ten e2breast, we ran across campus fields, screaming bloodily at every fourth step,
Just for the heck of it. .

Tiring of this sport, we got over to Hennepin Avenue, picked up Shay, Betty
Sulliven and a2 couple of other Michigan sympathizers, and seng snatches of Gilbert
and Sullivan's operettas until the wee sme' hours, Returning to rooms, the party
continued until laster that morning, .

About wight, someone wondered 2loud if Elsberry would meke it down in time,

I was elected to pick him up, so I went over, tolfl his mother I had an urgent mes-
sage, and woke him up, Dragging him back to the indrews, I spotted somecone who
wes identified to me as the notorious Claude Degler., I did something I had always
wanted to do. I borrowed Eoggs' wire recorder and got Degler to answer eandid
questions concerning the old Cosmic Circle, The spool, which I turncd over to
Boggs, is probably now in circulation among wiresponding fen, The conversation
was teken down end will be published in the InVention Memory Book. Watch for an
ennouncement on it later in this report. .

1 was 2lso informed that Leney and Burbec had deigned to 2ttend this cou,
which caused no end of discussion and consternation among conventioneers,

ine trip to the brewery that afternoon was interestiang to me, but as I am

not a beer drinker (cen't stand the stuff) .the hour at the tap room was wasted
liquidly. They wouldn't let us bring in eaything. The brillizncy of the conver-
sation, however, more than made up for thet,

A few of us ate dinner at a local booze house and returncd in time for the
first scssions I won't go into the happcnings at any of the sessions as Elsberry
covers 2ll that very well, However, after the first session 1 seem to recell
something about Kuttner telling Betty Sulliven thet he actually was Jack Vance,

~r
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‘here was also a short period during which I pretended to sleep in a chair
while ncarby, Boctty, bency Moorc end ilice Dougles discussed various male Fen in -
extremely greeat detail,

Burwell, Vick, Keasler and I, as well as a couple of othcrs, spent an hour or
50 sharing liquor and politicking for thc sites of the 53 and 'S5l cons.

lLater, as the southern boys and I parted company, Keasler aad I ran into a
Philip Wylie discussion group end, like the Pied Piper, led them to my roome With
Kegsler, Grossman and I defending the erstewhile author, we slashed the arguemcits
of Hannes Box and othcrs to riboons. A4lthough, the other side szys the same of us.

The next thing I remember is waking Elsberry who was sleeping on the floor
next to my beds He warned me against steting that he had passed out.

Breakfast at the Gopher Cafe ard a trip to the Goper Theater ((note: Minnecsota
is the Gopher State)) to see The Twonky. Personally, I think Ooler did an excel-
lent job on the picturc.

Meal et th. Gopher agein and a discussion of reproduction, fanzine and sexual.
Liquor too put in a surrcptitious appcarence., You know, elthough there wes morc
liquor consumed at this comvention than 2t sy othcr FanVention I have ever atten-
ded, there was surprisingly little drunkeness.

The cvening session followcd and was iteself followed by a2 party thrown by
the Atlenta Fen who were passing out campeign promises as to what an iAtlantaCon
woulc bc like, passing out cigars, passing out liquor, and passing out.

I scem to hezily recall Lency chesing Russ Vatkins down a2 hell brandishing a
broken becr bottle,

Ln impromptou speech by Poul Anderson on limericks in Science Ficiton was
warmly rccecived with limericks being bandicd back and forth between Poul and mysclf,
Samples:

An eager young rapist named Hal- An 2sinine shoemzker named Poul
Attecked whet he thought was 2 gal, Actually possessed the gall

S5a2id that one: "My friend, To give naught but a tack

You are at the wrong end, For his wife's slender back,
For I'm only your very good pal. But for his mistress, he gave his awl,

Other remembered incidents of the cvening include Ed Walthers regurgiteting
and Sims mopping up muttering, "Somehwr. this happened before." It scems to me
thet various members of the Chicago delegation presented a preview of the Science
Fiction Ballect with Tucker in tights. <This time, I remember going to my room
and hitting the sack, alone.

Sunday afternoon was the suction. I was going to bifl on fonce deleon's Pants,
but after going up to five bucks, I decided to quit.. This was followed by a ride
in Kickmean's convertable with numerous stops to teke pictures. 1 don't know where
we were during the tour, but epeerently Minneapolis has more lekes than any other
part of thecountry, or c¢lse we saw the same fish pond from 21 different vantage
points end drove in 21 different ways.

Following the ¢vening session, 1 somechow maneged to scrape Shay off the ball-
room floor, get us into the car and, after a few good byes armd promises to meet
again, I somehow menagcd to navigete the 40O miles back to the radar statlon in
time for duty a2t 7:30 Mondey morning.

Other impressions of the con azre too blurred to be pleced in any sort of
chronological order,” so shall just take the rest of this space to list a fcw lin-
gering mangy memories.

ALlice Douglas, Max Kcasler, John Shay and myself were busy throughout the con
selling memberships in the BACHELOR'S StF ASSOCIATION OG THR WORID. « « Metchette
took over the Andrews bar once when thereguler bertender was rushed, Steve is a
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bartender in a plush Detroit eestcry o o « Wrai Ballard and Mertin Alger were clo-
seted more than once comparing personal arscnels , . . Don Ford giving Fen a last
chance to get the CinVention Memory Book ., . . Poul inderson selling limericks at
four-bits each . . . Don Day hewking his index to Stf stories . . .Tom E. Watkins
asking someone, "Hell no, Why should I want to clean up Fendom . . . Bob Tucker
reported as consistently losing at poker . . o Frank Kerkhof suggesting that the
only préper way for 2 convention chairmen to open 2 convention was with the scn-
tence. M"is vhe first Ztem of business we shall adjouri: to the bar for an hour,
after which we will re-convene " o » « A telegram arrived signed: HJ Campbell,
member, British dortieultural Society o ¢ o etc, ad inlinitwn.

Thus endeth the First Science Fiction Invitational Convertion. Bottom's upd

~THIRTY~

Donit miss it, the InVention Memory Book. The IMB will be on sale at the
ChiCon, mcncy and printing schedule permittings 4 book containing 21l the spee-
ches and .the text of the parel discussion, plus many other items of interest from
the InVention. Price will be ore doller. If you were there, this will prove an
invaluable nemory eid, If you were not there, this book will tell you in full
detail what dic go on when reel Fen get together.

B B B o B o Y o I Y Y O T AV
Join the BACHELOR'S StF ASSOCL.TION OF THEL WOKID, Fendom's Fun Organization.

‘Membership in the BSAW is not limitced due to sex, merital status, race, religion,
or lack of any of these.

There are no dues in the RSAW, Only a 25¢ initial fce to cover the cost of a
membership card and bulletins. :

Write for information today to the chairman of.the board of directors. Writc and/
or send your quarter to S/Sgt. Hal Sheg iro, 790th AC/W Squedron, Kirksville, Mo.

The BSAW is an international orgaenization composed of’ local chapters., Find out
whe the BSéVWers in your locality are. Then, join them for more fun in Fandom,

Started eariy in 1952, the BSAW is Fandom's fastest growing organization,’-with
membership fast approaching the hundred merk. Memberships received so far from
Fen in North america and Europe.

Membership is free to Fen outside of the continental limits of North America,:

Learn the facts., Vrite now., The boerd of directors consists of the chairman,

Hal Shepiro; 4/2C John Shay, =t the same address as Shepiro; W, Max Keasler, Box

2L, Washington University, St. Louis 5, Missouri; and Alice Douglas, 5037 Meplewood,
Detroit L, iichigan. anyone can helpe

Get in on the fun, Don't be lcft out in the colde Join today., Scmd that quarter
to Hal,

THE BACHELOR'S StF ASSCCILTION OF THE WORLR is Fandom!s only Fun Orgenization.



