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wOpderi” ealdéd lMoghkowila,
the roem €all silent, cuoeps 7 D s tling as seversl ef
those prssent zeploncad shg fusces on thsir alde, )
Maskowi4tz nodded ts ¥Horsiah, w.o Io¢ od ths gethering with
a glassy stars, ‘his Futracrdinsry Mest :1der Fang,” he sald,“hae
been ec2lled by & Peilicy Cemmiitesz ¢f u Laoggue of Old BHFs, Te
thoea of you vicitews from adoogd wal »iready members, 1 should
explain thai ihe Lesgue wes feunded to vs membezs of the Old Guerd
to Reep in touch with curzent fendon & cut ths indignidy of actually
having to publish or wrife to fanzings. Tho motlicd we zdopisd was (o &
choose two of cur mozbers to undegziske theo® unplessant chores on duUZ ko=
hal#. The shori straws were dreamn by Tuchaw end Engvez. To the rvemainde®
of us these twe cilreplete gvery guerter & zeport ob current fondem. Arned
with thees intelligonce reporis wa WeIFGE ehle % 11 conventions,
gasily outl-mpangeuvra thssa tode simpltions, std oLz preper place
2t 3hs cantar of affeirs., Rese y, howswsw, the eiiuction hes bocrme BOZE

diffteulit,”

He pzesead g buitsn on the s3able before him and z teil eculd ba heard
zinging distantly in tha bov. Shorily Tuechor eniered &n€ walkad 2o the
apsekers’ teble. Futiing dow his glass he bagame: “Taa rrouble Lo dimply
thet we eean't keep up with mcdurn Ffandomg 1t73 oo cemfusing, This present
trend staxtad s far back as 1951, wisn Leoo Hoffmen decelived me and the
rest of famdom. Sines ther it's going frowm Led %o werss. In the last twe
years some fifty fans, sierbing witih iultog, Resbure, Edwavrds, snd Joam
Cazr, have Dson found e ba inaginery. Niteors have beom elleged to be ima-
ginazy and have turmed out Ge ba vosl.  And that®s not counting fens who
change their nsmss and pop up 2#ja8ln nder new ones, snd femfans getiing
married, But even that wouldn’t %e so bed 1If it wasn'"t for all theee mes-
fon who keep iypeaving ond disappeacing cl1 over. Thers are hordes of
them, viztuslly indistinguishakle zrem one anoiher, and they kesp springing
up &1l over the plase., OFfiten the Flrst you heor zbhout -ons is that he's
sbout teo zetize frem fandem. I feld you, wa gan't follow 1% all ourselvas,
gtill less explainm it o you. I°s Q".@ugh o deive me to drink...if I
couldn®t s2ill walko®? e picied up g:0 glasw ageln and teft the roome

Xorshek rose eosin and she buzzing subsidaed. "Kell, theze'z the situe
ation, Obviously something hus to bo dewe 1f we are €e preserve our right-
ful place in fandem withent aciual effort, Mow, 1t eseemad to your commit-
tge thst this presemn? Secuth fate fonvantieu ig the ideal oppoviunity for &
new end soédies) eppronsh %o all ke age-old prebhlems o8 fandem, Having had
ton yezre %te make theldr plans, sver; single faun in the world iz hers at
this conmvemticon. Arl the gussiions which have beenm ingonelusively dobated
in fanzings for years ean now s setiled enme ond car aldl by a simple vole.
Tec this ond we Rhave erranged %o put 31! the dseues that have ever divided
fandem on tho sgenda for this mezanling’s Yusinoss Seggion,”

Thers wmeze eveited musmrrs and o xustling of beards, ingtantly guellied
ae Korshel beld up his hand, "0y now," be went om, “the conveamtlon will
have Simadlly soitled the exmact siaiue of ¥ngvi and zhe culpabiligy im he
mattor o0f Couziney®s host. They sheuld Rave nregzeded to the mellon spone
sorod by this cemmitiea for senling with the neofan pzeblem. Jur speeisal
corps of wily fan peilitlicieas, led e Dave Kylie, will xsilrocad through our
simple, tidy, end effsciive solutien. with the ;e?$ﬁ{cal experience and
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"Basically, the plan
effect interchang eable uni
propase o deal wigh them
zine he wil) be visited
with & code number,
i¢al locaticen,
jszz, man.
intended s
off waitin
would have
nama. "

“"That s pretty drastic,

“Pmrhaps,“ said Rorshalk,
would it put a stop to all these
foxr everyone in the ordinary course of
TE2BJF: vou know right awav that ibhis
and Bhegr. You can answey without
ie, 1f indeed there is mo
manageable proportions.
our agenis, would be able
Finally, think of the meney
badges!"™

¥*Is not thi
Chazters.

“Hensense," rejoined
ings. Lon¥ &t the way thevy bhehave tc onre
rather be branded quickly and neatly than
haircream. Besides, brutal initiation it
and they®ll be able to look forward to the
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will be a marvelleus incentive for zhelxr f
BNF will begin to notice that some letiers
subtly different from others. He compares
course. There is no doub% aboui it, signs
Eventually the lordly ones are unanimouse-

readv., & group of local ®BNFs gsesk him ocux
simple but toushing eeremeny the necfan, bk
receive the accolade from thz syabolic _gol

with the beanie of True Individual Farfen.
scenas of wild rejoicing to have nis oM d
Doc Barrett. Henceforth  he is ne longex
TE2BJF, but may proudly use his own name.

Korshak broke off alt the sound of z»unn
Kyle burst into the room znd stcod pantin G
"Ah, Davs beamed Korshak, peering sh

tion accept ou; idea all =zight?”
"Yes," gasped Kyle, "but some necfan
it was for them to tell ome of us old BNFs
"Bolt the Doozri” screamed
"¥o use," groaned Kyie. “They've got
trampling feet waes heaxd in the eorrido
“They’ve stolen E.E., Evans® cigar,” ¢
Xorshak was white. "You mean 2
“Yes!” gcreamcd Kyle., “They'we 1i% 1§
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"Since neofans are in
able from one another, we
naw fan writes to a fane
and branded on the forehead
the neofan's geograph~
s SpPOXTS tars, women,
ncm fiction, etec. and
people jumping on and
the braading iron,)

instead of his real
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advantagess
would maks
ac. Sav you get a
Texas tecnager wo likes Jazsz
hering toc wrk + which one it
don ROUIQ at cnece de redvced to
vy the owrdinery RBUEF, as well zs
z¢ more in carsfres easy fanac,
mititees would sawe in identity
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2l%?® quavered cgentlis cid Geozge

knows neofan hawve no feele
another. Personally, I°d much
he forced to drink a bottle of
cs are natural to teenagerss
Cervemeony of Regognition which
anac. It will be 1ike this

and fanzlnes from TE2BJF are
notes with other BNFs in due
(< or:glna ity are appearing,
cne of the TE2BJIF class is
and breank the good news. In 2
reathless with joy, kneels %o
¢ mimeo czank and be invested

Then he is borne away amid
removed by plastic surgery by
merely a member of the Class
Maws of the Awazrgd is oa"
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ning feet in the corridor, Dave
f 21 breath.
alghLGdIYg *"did the Convene

got up and pointed out how hard
from znother oof

¢k to sze the danger,

Harmon with thewm.™ The sound
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roganed Kyle.,
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