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? NEW YEAR!'S TALE

Opening Scene: Cueint native hut
rotting in the
carint enchented forests of south-~
erstern Michigan, There is a
narty going on in this cuaint
netive hut, =2s 1s obvious from
the noise, light end merriment
issuing from the ocuzint n=tive hut,

Characters: Plenty of them,

Time: Not too long befere the
beginning of 1964 (FST).

0¥ O OF O B & R

Dannie Plachta: Oh it?'s soectact-
ulzr enough,

DMick, but I somehow or other

doubt if Georgé Young would be

terribly enthusiastic about us

burning down his house in order to

com.:anorate the New Year.

BHHoward DeVore: Besides which,
it's been done
befoI‘e.



Dick Schultz: ©Oh? Reslly?
*"hose hogme?

BHHowerd: I promised never to

tell, but you might
ask Art Rapn cbout bombs some
time,

Dean Mclaughlin: Furthermore

Dick, you
wouldn't be creating the Proper
Imzge of Michigen Fendom.

Orma McCormick: It's a perfectly
horrid iden, as
far as I'm concerned,

’1 Mndriusekvicius: (Fntering,
stage right.)
"het's o horrid idea?

Dannie Plachta: oh, you see, Al,

we were Jjust
discussing various weys by which
we might suitsbly commemorste the
cdemise of the grend =nd glorious
year of 1963,

Tick Schultzi Mnd I thought it
should be something



really spectectuler}

Al: (Entering into the Spirit of
things.) Sey there, let!s
burn cown George Young!'!s housel

George Young: (Stranglimg nolses,
with great feeling.)

Orma McCormick: I still think

it?'s a perfectly
horrid idea, What'!s the matter,
George?

George Young: (More Strangling
noises, still with
Grert Feeling.)

Dick Schultz: Give George znother

drink, Dean. The
lyrics to that song he's trying to
sing aren't coming through too
well,

BHHoward: Actueclly, Dick, Teen is
right, ‘e can't be giv-

ing neonle the wrong imprescsion of

Michigan fandom right now., Dennie?



Dannie Plzchta: Oh, cdefinitely.

Ve must every-—
one the good side of Michigen
fendom,

Deecn McLaughlin: (2 brief

psuse., Then
Dean finally looks up from his
drink,) Is there & good side to
Michigen fendom?

Dennie Plechta: (with a Hurt

Look on his
sensitive Fennish Fece,) Hrve-
nt't you ever hecrd of Normen
Vincent Pesle?

Tesn McLaughlin: Isn't he the

one thet coll-
aborated with Lelgh Breckett on
2 story for Avram?

BHHoward: If you're interested

in buying his stuff,
Damnie, I just might be 2ble to
find & copy for you



Fred Prophet: Now tEQFe' S some—
one vho'!s thinking
positively, eh Tecdy Beecr?

Roger fims: (Opening his eyes.)
If you ~sk me, ve
should go bzck to discussing im~
portant things like women =nd
where!s the Johnny Walker bottle?

Pennie Pl=chtea; If we reall
want to do some-
thing outre snc¢ spect-ctuler for
the New Year, let!s do something
that will stagger 211 of fandom.

21: You mean like getting them
all drunk?

Jim Broderick: Vhy don't we

protest something
o~ other? e cen nour gasoline
Over Sehults Nore and burn him in
T rotecstl

Rog Sims: That sounds like =
grend ideal

Deen McLanghlin: Yesl Vhet shall
we protest?



BHHowaerd: How about the NFFF?
Tannie: “hat? £n NFFF Policy?
BHHowerd: No,.. Just the NFFF!

Dick fchultz: If anyone wes to
esk me, I'd think

it woulcd be ever so much more

eppropriste to burm flme Hill....

BHHowerd: Gocd icdea, Dickl Ve
can use bothl}

Orm2 McCormick: I think it's o
horrid iceal

Jim Broderick: Yes.. It's spect—-
actuler, but itt!d

be 211 over so quigkly.

Orma McCormick: Can't anyone
i think of some-

thing nice? <
Anonymous Stege Yhisper: Let's

I3 put on
a Vr’Ol'ldCOD. oos d

(The Curtain crasnes down.)



ACT II

Yhet Has Gone Before: About
six peges, more or less,

Scene II: BHHowerd has
turned deesthly vhite., It is
opnressively quiet, You cam even
hear the ice cubes cracking in
the drinks.

Ml: Goshwowboyohboygeewhi zgollyl
Thet doesn't sound bsad st alll

Dennie Plachte: M inspired
statement.

Dick Schultz: A stroke of genius!

I'm sure that
Howard is cuite capezble of nutting
on another WorldCon, tool

RiHoward: (Stresngling noises with
Great Feeling.)

Dick Schultz: VWhatse metter,
Howard? M-ybe you
t =L hetter move aviey from George.



Whatever it is thet he hed, I
think it's cectching.

George Young: You people aren't

actuclly serious
ebout this worldCon business,
are you?

Dananie Plechta: Oh, yes. Def-
initely. '“hy
not?

George Young: (2 PoUSE€eeeess)

Let's go beck to
the idea of burning dovn my
house.

Orma. McCormick: I think thet's

a horric ideal
Yhere vwiould we go for the rest
of the night?

Dannie Plachta: 2ctually, it's

not such an im-
nossible icea. After all, the
revived Michigan group is cert—
ainly cepeble of putting on 2
"orldCon.



Dick Schultz: Oh yes. In frct,
(gospl), I'1l even

volunt eer for some of the vorkl

that do you think, Tedcy Beer?

Rog Sims: Hend me the Johnny
¥elker bottle, plecse?

Fred Brophet: Yes, anc¢ vour me
one too,

Al: But you know, w~we could put
on a gooe Wo;ldConI

Dennie Plachtes We could certe
sinly try to
put on a good ONEseveces

BHHoward: Well, the l-st one
certeinly wasn't a
btd Cone.ess

Prophet =nd Sims: (In Unison)
Oh yes, 1t
certainly wasntt]

Orma McCormick: Velli, I don't
think that thet
is sach = horrid iceal



Tesn Mchzughlin: I say there,.l

Lo you know
whet?  Yhile we've been telking,
1964 hss crept u» on us, It is
elmost &welve o'clock nort

Pick Schultz: By Peglerl It!s
only tw =nd e
helf yecrs now until the 166
YorldConl By Pegler....}

Tannie Plachte: Lodiest Gentlee
men! I »ropose
2 double toasteeee.. (Rising,)

BHHow=rd: Hezr} Hearl ({Rising)

DPennie Pléchta: Lzdies and

Gmtlmmoocoo
To Detention II &nd al’. fans
everyvhere,

§Everyone.): Hearl! Beart (A1l
: rising and turning
te the auditnc)f, who they toast.)

(Curtzin Fall Se)
INDE






