
WH£R£ HAV£ All TH£ MEATS 
$ON£ ? 

** *• A* ' •• *• ••
Mwiiy long ye»rs"»go there were • groUp of K-ppy little people in the state of 

Michigan, they s«>t arouhd weekends^nd talked •bout rocketship»,*‘they met in bookst
ores *nd took trips to anmsement**p«rks, 5hi¥ lit’tle**group grew -nd grew, in • couple 
of ye«rs they were holding regular meetings -nd h«d • manbership of over 100.*♦ *• •* • • •• *•

Ihey celled themselves The Michigan Scienab fanVey Society* «• h»me thwt wes soon 
shortened to “Misfits". Over the ye»rs the h«me b«e P*«i»ed but there h-ve been'V'ost 
changes in the group**!tself. * very few We orgiMt •anhert ere still eround -nd 
• few more -re traceable.

Over *the years I have tried to keey 40 ••fto «hd I m«y »s well report 
on them -t this time.

Our primary founder w-s see BenJ-mitTStagWl^ • youth of >eme 16 of 17 ye»rs, he w«s 
wildly enthu-stic about the club, »nd"v-rious other things. Ben's e°rly adventures 
hove been well documented over the years. « full report on these will have to wait 
until Martin Alger and I do our long planned "History Of Bie Misfits".

As Ben. grew older he (as most do) discovered girls and »long"about *51 he grew 
Interested in one Nancy"Moore, • sexy female**from Cincinatti;* Nancy moved to Detroit 
•nd for the next twp ye^rs we wiited for -n announcement of - wedding.

A— • • •• <aa. • • •—

t The wedding never .c«Se off, Nancy & Ben h»s*‘» strong disagreement «nd the next 
thing knew Bten W-s planning to ma‘rry"o non-f^n n-mel -Eleanor, In the meantime 
Nancy had married another Detroit fan Harold Shapiro*

— — — — ’ <*

“ With his marriage Ben alfiost vanished from our sight, wife Eleanor disapproved of 
fens and I suppose figured that she wbuld hovb enough difficulty raising Ben without 
outside influence. I'm forced to admit that she did**a good job. lit thb next few 
yearb Bed held a secession of improving jobs, by the late '50's Ken w-s half oVner of 
» small advertising agency." To the best of my knowledge they h«d no really large 
accounts but they seem to have prospered.

" In the early '6o's, oh about '61 I think, BeK sold his interBt to his Partner and 
started taking college bourses. Obviously Ben had grown up, T can"well imagine the 
problsns he"must"have had in even finishing high school.** In ahy"cose he took some 
courses- locally and then moved to Pennsylvania when he Tan the gamut of courses.

In"the la*st"few ye’rs"we’ve sben almost no th fng’Of him, generally he would be 
home ‘each year nt Christffi-s time "nd Wbuld pKonb me. Last webk he phoned, Ke tells 
me"that he now has his masters degree -nd that “Tter the holidays he and Eleanor will 
travel to Europe for several months then he’ll take one of several teaching jobs that 
have been offered to him.

I Wish him well, but I"just can^t really imagine Ben -s o- professor, this is the 
boy that used to pass out atheist pamplets to memberss of Tehovah’s Witness's. He’s 
the one that brought the EBI ‘down dn Bennett Sims through • threatening letter. Oh, 
the legends of Singer wotfld busily fill these meger p«ges"and the Odd thing about 
him is that no matter what tale we invented it would be for less than the true one 
that Bennie would bring upon himself the following week.

" He’s lells me"that he specialized in abnormal pyschology -nd I merely commented 
that at least he had a working background of the subjectl



Harold (Hal) Shapir© ** ** «•* *•
Another of The orginaj aesabers wag H»1 Shapira* •‘‘J'ather sh-Yp tongied" te^n-ager 

who liked to pl®y one-up -nd get Involved in things fajAikh. " Hol never had 0 strong 
intcYst Tn S^iencefiction.." He w-s mb re concerned with f-ns -nd ■publi«hing"in general 
he haff m-int-ined Some"coht-ct with fandan through most of the years since about '48*

Hol sems' to hove - talent for getting wound up in things, sane tunes too deeply.
Probably about 1-Tc '48 he enlisted in the Xrmy, from"'48 to '52 he spelit time in 

Alaska, the SouThwost"®nd in Missouri. He probably met K-ncy Moore (Cincinatti) in 
1949 ®nd presumably carried on some correspondence with her.-. A* a* a —

He had occasional* furloughs to Detroit «nd s«w N-ncy “ few times in *5?* to our 
surprise they were married -bottt August of '527 Presumably he couldn't get leave 
for n honeymobnsince ho went bock to Missouri «nd spent - few weeks in the guard
house while Nancy moved in with his jetsister.*• * V *♦ $ Wo t % * *•

I don’t recall just when Hal"w»s"discharged fYom the Aftny but It oouTdn'fhsve 
been too many months before he w-s b-ck with us, «nd soon after that he and N»ri8y 
moVed to CinoinattiV I doh^t^knoV’too mac# of his"lifb in Gihoinatti other thnn 
that he worked at various jobs, the Singer sewing machine 00. «mang others,a.— 4« a* a* ••

"During 1959 Ke ®nd • partner formed ® small advertising or promotion company, I 
recall thatT'hg wanted to push Home sort of pYorto tion"-1 the Detention Vhereby he 
would give -w-y one or more**diamonds. Ve had no*re-son to think it waff other than 
honest, but we were -wful cautious in those days -nd turned him down flat.•• A* Aa •«

Hal"& I^ncy attended thb Detention but within the next few weeks their marriage 
come ap®rt at *Chc se=ms. Hal returned to D- tl'oit while Nancy“rannined in CincTnetti.

Hal threw -a "Expensive KeV boar's Eve"-t a loc-l"hoteX that winter, then gave up 
whatever the company w-s he !f-d to Cincinotti. He r-s flat broke, without even the 
money to p-y his p-rty bill at the hotel.

He tried "to get into advertising work in Detroit -nd -pp-rently didn*t make it, 
he m-y h-ve h-d some short term j?5bs"bu*t the'noxt thing I h-ve khowlcdge“of Vos same 
monies later when he w-ff working J - s-lcsm'n for-'the"H-rnSs tH^neff?) manufacturing 
comp-ny of uhio or Indi-n-. Ie ->n o^cr the ro-d s«losm»n -nd w-s out of town 
quite - bit.

*s some of you"know ho left Detroit just before Christinas of *60, he traveled to 
Wyoming,"meeting H-ncy who h"d joined thb WACs. Pcrheps he hoped to ro-m-rry but 
she -lro-dy"had her dive 'cc -13 in any c-se nothihg c-me of this, In thY next few 
weeks he tr-veled widely, ii'-no. Indi-n^^l" f , Mi mi. etc -mo ng other places. Then 
he settled down for -while.

From approximately rtb '61 to 8cpt of 161 ho spent his time in K-nsos, Terra 
Haute, Indian-, & Floria-. He returned to ojY bosom in September of"* 64 end h-s 
been with us since"th-t time. "He worked for - few weeks -t - wholesale grodort r, 
however they h-vc policy of"l-ying off their men every 12 weeks to -void p-ying 
unemployment insurance, H-l h-d to go,

"Several months -go ( perhaps 1-st Spring) he went to work: -s » driver salesman 
for a soft drink company. He worked for than until Sometime this suinmer when he" 
st-rtcd to work for 0 norther compnn5r selling bottled" w-tor - -^tu-lly - very similar 
job only this time they didn't color & sug-r their product.

He scorns to h-vc d$nc wefel with them, somewhere in his tf«-vels"hc filet - young 
lady who mufft b*E quite -rnbitious. *t the pgc of ninfftc en"shc w-s -»lre-dy aSsTst-nt 
m-n-gcr of - chain drug store. l"suppose H»1 must have WantedJ to hitch his**wagon to 

- rising st-r. In any c-se he ffi-rried her two wfeks ago. i^e is"being transferred 
to the to ns i ng office next wook -s some sort of m-n-gor -nd tlxus p-sscs from our 
view -g-in for -while.



George H. Young

Most of you will know George, by reputation, if not in person.** George -g-in was 
• founding member of the Misfits, to**the best of my knowledge it was George"& Ben 
Singer who decided to form the club after being forced out of the Hyperboreans. ** *♦ ** 4*

In -ny**c-se G£orge**w-s on the scene e-rly in 1947 -nd w-s a"prime mover in"the ** 
dub, he wt*s probably -bout 16 -t the time (possibly 17). He w-s under less p-ren*tal 
control than Most of our members, NoV, George w»s always the happy-go-lucky sort »nd 
stayed this w«y until the 1-st fev pe»rs.

It V-s George who planned tripe* pushed plans for attending conventions'^ hi&' font 
first was the Tbreon). George It wad who Wro lhe first propeller be-nie,**»nd was 
mighty proud of it,' »s recent •• three y^rl -go Ray Nelson w-s still drawing 
■"Beanie Boy““c^rtoons, orgin-liy they were*me*n't topor'tray George features -nd his 
attitude toward things in generate acme ye«r> 1-ter he added George’s wife M-ry in 
his cartoons. 44 A* • A* ■ —— 44

George graduated frtta Mgh“school -nd managed to land * job"in a medium sized f«et 
ory in Detroit. HTs pl-Ms teo-me even more £r-ndiose"-s the years went by, surprising
ly he managed to c«rry“taiany ©T them through after - fashion, however he was more given 
to impulses than to planning -nd thus became the butt of most of oUr jokes, •a* a— *■ a- — - a-

he was always so serious about these things that eventually we coiMed the phraSe 
■the hurt,look* referring to George when someone would explode His plans. Ihb years 
rolled on but George changed little, George it"w-s who bought a piHt sized racer & 
never got it running,**!t**was George who bought a secession of old c-rs, few of which 
ran or lasted more than • few weeks when he did get than running. 44 •* •• a— •* a- , . ,

** In 1951 George was drafted* he man-ged • few months training“in the mid-south & 
m-nrged**to ®ttend**the Nol»con. *1 went overseas"- few months 1-tter -nd s-w service 
iM Korea, H<$ Mpe-ks of Shooting -nd being shot -t but h-d mt>re references to mixed 
bathihg in Japan.** He c-me b-ek to us in**the Spring**of"‘53 -nd we welcomed him With 
open arms. He h-d -11 this Money he*d**s-ved overseas -nd promptly"spent it on an 
almost new Studebaker, that I-sted him about two weeks. One night*‘a friend was** 
driving him**b-ck to Indi-n- -nd they phone-poled. Ve didn’t see »ny combat scars 
but he got - beauty from the windshield. ‘ .44 4. - »—

S00M George w-e discharged, h*d went b-ck to work for EXcello corporation -nd decid
ed to attend college. He s-ved - little money then toHk - le-ve of -Bscence from Mis 
job." *ie spent most of the next year in college but w-sn’t doing especially well =8 
he w-s enjoying himself with parties, etc.

The Spring terK ended in June of ’54 -nd George decided He’d better get 0 summer 
job,"he -cquirred « fiancee some months e-rlier. Somehow that summer"he*'just"never 
got -round to getting the job. In**July he & Roger Sims put - minor affair c«llea the 
Border Cities Conference, then it“w-K l-moMt time for the big one in KYisco. He -nd 
Roger took the few doll-rs thUy h»d -nd he-ded"west (See Collector Sum ’54)-** Veil, 
the honey r-n out. George"m-de it home but"b-rely. He stayed in Detroit a Week b‘r 
two tMen**he-ded upto Cadillac to visit Kis family. “ he spentf'the Vinter in C-dill-c, 
(it w-s a mighty b-d ye»r in Detroit), -nd got a sm-11 job in « local hobby shop 
there. '

Spring c«me -nd we thought sure th-t**George would be back but he didn’t shop up*,* 
'along -Hout this time I st-rted working «t GM’s 'transmission plant, working seven d»ys 
a week -nd faking'piles of mbndy.i ' I storied tM-ridg off *my checks stubs ($l$0 to 
$170 per Week) -nd sending Them to his father, along with notes * ‘if George was here 
he’d be making money, inste-d of seating up there drinking your beer «nd smoking your 
cigarettes*. This seemed to h-ve ah effect - ueorge c-me home to us.



— .. .. — .. — — — •7 -
" Georgis c-Me b-ck e-*rly"th"t sufiiner. He"took « job driving ® c«b -nd quickly

le-med Xh-t w-s -n ide-1 w®y To starve to de~ttt. Eventually he did • job working 
with tile «t the Tr-nsmisbion plant." He bought -n old Hudson and merrily we rolled 
b-ck «nd forth to Ypsilanti every -f ter noon. ** ** •* **

He hadn’t re-lly"changed. Ue’d drive h-lf of the 22 miles on the gravel Shoulder, 
dfcdging m®il boxes,"passing everything iP sight, trying to m-ke up the l»te start we’d 
gotten, we seldoM m-de it on time*.' Finally in"December"we disposed of the Hudson, it 
w«s the first sn-owf-11 of the season, there's • liomplic®ted *s” curve on the express
way. We m®de th® first leg, “then left the highw-y,"went down through the median »nd 
up onto the highway again — I-oipg the on-coming traffic. Neither of us were hurt 
but the c-r wasn’t we«rth repairing. * * * '

** *♦ ** * r- < **** ** K •
George had been dating"* local toen-a^e f-15 -nd fie to.l d me in January that they 

were thinking og getting m-rried. Two weeks later'they decided they’d waited long 
enough and he told M*ry Southworth to bride, ia db* —— *— ■ — —

Ihey Were M-rried in February of"‘5& -nd sooh-fter ‘that 'things got rocky for" 
them, he w^s laid off from the"Ca'i plant in June and had - secession of jobs in"small 
tob‘1 shops. ""The first baby**came that fall and they proceeded like clockwork after 
that. Mary hhd otie every ye-r for to® next five. For the next couple of years 
George found it easy *to get jobs but - few weeks or perhaps a couple of months w«s 
the best he could do -t "ny oT them. The pl- nt Would slow dowh and George would 

move on, or he’d get a salesman job just before sales hit the se-sonol bottom. At 
times we wondered just whet they were living on.

There weYe frequest threats to cut off the he®t, or lights, etc -nd sometimes 
they’d"lack"a phone Tor » few months." ‘“Meanwhile they'd be another mou*th to feed 
with each passing year, 'Then they had ®"c"r"it wov lc need frequent repairs or would 
sit for"weeks, months ( in one c-se over - yo-r) her >■ .c they lacked the money to make 
the repairs.

"Finally about too years things picked up geieioxjy . n *toe Detroit area and George 
Managed"to hold jobs long eough to pay off seme of hiS"b-ck debts. They -cquirred 
« car last yeaY th«t sterns to be holding up -lid too ye- rs ago ueorge working n check
kiting scheme and actually managed to buy - house.

The house buying deserves -nplification. . You see they waited to buy this G.I. 
reposessed house, the hous® w- - an excellent buy f 1 wish"I had bought it) but the 
govermen't wanted proof of a“m.-,snt bank account, a down payment deposit, etc. They 
hidn't have"th® po't or a place co put It. So, George borrowed $20 from Roger Sims, 
and opened a b*»nk account. Now, he w-s respec table""nd"h®q a bank account so he 
went to -"fin-Kce comp-hy & borrowed $400 ("Yes, I have a bank account”). Now"he took 
the $400 -nd bonked it -s - savittg -ccoutit. He then wYote a check for $400 -nd 
turned this over to the real ebt-te company,"th ? check w-s pre-d® ted -nd they agreed 
to hold it two weeks. The re-1 estate company notified 'the V* th-1"they h"d on 
deposit $2[00, the VA ®nd"found that he h-d ®n account of "bout $400 and sold him the 
hbuse on a 30 ye-r contract! He’s been"bt£sy. making payment to various people for the 
p®st too ye»rs but despite all this he m-n-ged to come out clean and the house is his.A* • » — - A-

For about two years he’s been working -s - hardware clerk*'®nd seems to be"doing 
quite weell. The Detention w-s George“climactlc point in f-hdom, while he attends 
conventions etc his f-nnish ititeresles ire primarily in the p~st» he gets no current 
f-nsines -nd doesn’t seem to C"re"wh-t is current now. He re-ds . some stf but most of 
his leisure is spent bowling, pl-ying bridge, etc.

Old f-ns like old soldiers just quietly fade -way.


