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I got a phone-call from Rob Jackson the othar day.

"I'm sitting in the car ocutside 9 Lincoln Strcet with a dog and & duplicator,"
he said.

Both Irome and I were putting in a few extra hours at work so there was no-anc
@v home to Lot Rob in with his newly - acquired, sccond-hand Gestotner 360
eloctric duplicator completec with threc-drawer cabinet. His West Highland
Terrier, Ben, was keeping him company but conversation with a Gostetner and a
West Highland is lLimited to some degree.

"You'd better come and pick me up, Rob," I said, and within a quarter of an
hour I was stonding outside Central Office looking through the car window at
Rob, Ben, and a sprawling mass of mcchanical Passengers.

"I secm to have overlocked something," said Rob, gectiting out. "There®s no
roan. for you."

Ben jumped out to show canine contempt for things governmental by pceing up
against the Department's gatc-poste

"If we can stand the cabinct on cnd, there'll be rooms" Rob started to prove



his assertion straight away, using the cormer of the cabinet to make a hole in
the lining of the roof.

"Wou've made a hole in the lining of the roof, Rob," I said, hoping he
wouldn't get Very Cross Indeed. He didn't, but we soon came to the conclusion
that the cabinet was just going to have to travel supine and I would bhave to
wedge myself into the remaining foot or so of space, my elbow jammed inkc the
cabinet's base. Ben's peregrinations are an acccepted hazard of Jackson
Transport but lodged as I was, his penchant flor sniffing between your legs
and perching on your shoulder like some overstuffed albino Cap'm Flint, made
the trip...well...uncomfortable,

The attic at 9 Lincoln is quitc large and when things arc in their place
therc's. room for several people to swing scveral cats, or pass the same onc
from hand to hand rapidly, or cven play a game of darts (assuning they're
prepared to accept the handicap of having the left eye blinded by the light-
bulb). However, the recent gencrous gift of two single beds, crashing fen
for the use of, meant the considerable rearrangement of the attic furniture
comprising a three-piecc suite, three sets of Dexion shelving, a table and
two non-serviceable duplicators, and countless boxes of books, fanzines and
kipple. I'm not noted for completing mundanc jobs in anything rcmotcly
resembling a hurry so it was with considerable strength and agility that we
adjusted the confused geography of the room to include yet another landmark.

Aod therc it sits, radiating eclectric charm, giving me the o0ld come-on. I
had no plans for another BOSCH wntil the arrival of this seductive machine.
Now, how can I stop?
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The reason Ircne and I weren't at home when Rob called is that since January
the Department has been operating on Mexible Working Hours. This is a
system introduccd from the Continent whercby, given certain hours when I must
be in the office, I can arrange the rcst of my working hours to suit myself,
For instancc, I can now start work anytime between 7.30 and 9.30 and can
kanock off anytime hetween 15.30 and 18.00.

I am not by naturc an carly riser and Ircnec, left to herself, would sleecp the
clock round (she almost did one day). The comsequence of this is that instead
of starting work at the old timo of 8.15 wo find oursclves arriving morc and
more at 9 o'clock. Over a four weck "settlement period" we arc meant to work
146 hours. (although therc is a permissible carry-over of 11 hours credit or
debit from onc scttlement period to the next) and we thercfore find it
advisable to work later some nights to make up for arriving later.

M advantage of thc system is that within cach settlement period we'rc allowed
11 days leave on condition that thosc hours arc made up over the period.

Never have I scen so many pcople running to get to work. By arriving carly
they build up hours and then take their day and a half lcave. e, I takc the
lcave then think about making up the hours.
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The logo on page one is of course by Grant Canficld, as it should havc said on
page one., Credit where credit is due,
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CABBAGES & CONS

Gannetfandom being the enlarged (some say bloated) cntity it now is, we had to
make the trip to Novacon 5 in two cars. Dawe Hutchinson took one lot and Rob
Jackson had the peasure of driving down with Alan Isaacson, Brian Rousc, Irenc
and me.

Alan Isaacson is, ghod hclp him, a passablc substitute for Roy Kettle; he has
a Kettle-type beard, talks almost as fast as Roy, and has a fund of Storics
and Jokes for All Occasions (Bar-'fitzvahs by appointment). Some of you may
remember him as the guy who occupics lifts at recont cons and rcfuses you
entry until you tell him a jokec.

There are times, however, vhen cven ilan runs out of stecam and it was during
onc of these lulls that the only incident of any note on the way to Birminghanm
happened.  We had been travelling in silence for about ten minutes, looking
out at some fairly dull scenery, when up in front we spotted a small van.
Naturally, no-onc commentcd on it, and even as we came up behind and idly
noted the recar doors straining to contain a wealth of cabbages, no-onc spokc.
We pulled out to overtake and as we slowly passed the front of the van therc
was an cxplosion of laughter as we all saw the driver almost swamped in
cabbages. They werc piled in cvery concievadble corner of the van and the
driver was visibly cringing at thc thought of being buried alive,

After that, silenees were sure to be broken by somconc muttering "...Cabbages!
Bloodyicll...all thosc cabbagcs!"

The Royal Angus, ncw to Hovacons, was an adequate hotel, the staff unobtrusive.
The food was cvidently very cxpensive and not cspecially good (luckily there
was an excellent restaurant--Fanny's--just round the corner serving traditonal
English meals with piano requests) and there were times when we felt we might
have to put on coats to kcep out the cold.

The Con Hall had an irritating supporting pillar which always secmed to be
blocking my vicw and therc was a large cmpty spacc at the back of the Hall
ideal for folk to stand around in talking loyd cnough to distract attention
fron the programme cvont.

There was Roje Gilbert, boring all and sundry with his CAMRA tic and rughy
tales, and being cmbarrassingly rude to staff and fans alikc,. Rojec is an

acquired tastc which most of you will, I'm surc, never acquirc. I find it
difficult not to go on liking him.

These arc just little moans, of coursc, and shouldn't cloud the fact that it
was onc of the best Novacons I've been to, 1ot a con notablc for Fabulous



Fannish Tappenings, perhaps, but a good onc nronctheless. It may be,; of course
that a Fabulous Fannish Happcning was responsible for my spending a large part
of Saturday night aslcep, fully clothed, in the bath with the bath-mat for a
pillow, until Ircnc found me there, but that presumably is a sccercet not o be
rovealcd to me. Docsn't beat sleuping in a wardrobe, though. My word, what
a rich and varied lifc I lcad!

At the Art Show, David ardy had a sclection of his moonscapes and star
picturcs, some of which werc quite abiractive, but most of which were ruined
by being set in glmmicky silver "port-hole" frames.

Blair Wilkins produced a sct of disorganised awkward paintings which I would
have found difficult to attributc to the painter of those promiding picturc

at SEACon werce it not for the fact that I understand he has becen working
closcly with Eddic Jones. Eddic's influence has, for the moment, over-
whelmed Blair Tilkins' own stylc and unbalanced the strong scnse of composition
he showed in his carlicr picturecs. Thesc paintings suffered in comparison
with both Blair's SBACon pictures and Eddic's owm work,

Eddic had his usual large display of studics and original book covers and did
well in the auction, but I can't help wishing that he and the other artists
exhibiting would stop showing only paintings for book covers. Eddic's

reason obviously is that he is a profcssional cover artist, but doesn't he do
any other paintings, without thc big cumpty spacc fo the title? Dave Rowe
assurcs me the Art Shows at the Belgian cons have a varioty of art on display
and I know the Americans do too. They have rcal Art Shows, not just 3ook
Cover and Potential Book Cover Shows.

Coming back to Heweastle we had no causc to regrot that Rob's car has no
radio or cassettc player; Alan and Brian sang the whole of the “ho's "Tommy."

BOAKROAK30AKBOAKROAK

Because Alan and 3rian didn't come with us to kcep us amuscd we let Ian
Williams drive part of the way to Gray Boak's Blackpoeol Fan Con in February.
Rob bravely agrced to give Ian some practice in failing his driving test
while Dawve Cockfield, Ircnc and I sat mutc with terror in the back. To be
fair Ian put in a crcditable performance, driving at a carcful threc miles
per hour, until he dccided to prescent us with a display of his expertisc at
the dommhill slalom. After several rather similar versions of carcening dowm
both sides of the road at the same time Rob decided that slaloming was best
suited to snow and skis and took over the whecl once more. Rob, a much more
cxpericnced driver, demonstrated that driving with the hand-brake off is
infinitely preferable to the Ian Williams method.

In the weoks since BoakCon I've been wondering how I was going to tackle the
phenomenon cf that convention. I don't really belicve I can do it Jjustice in
@ conrcp. The whole weckend was a rosounding success; with nothing but a bar,
o pin-table and a fruit machine to kcep them amuscd, some thirty-odd fans had
the time of their lives (with the possible cxcoption of Ian Re Butterworth).



The atmosphere was rcminiscent of the cons I went to in the mid-60's and I
rediscovered a convention activity I haven't indulged in since I started to g0
to cons againg it's cglled Going Outsidc. At Gt.Yarmouth, Bristol and Buxtin
part of the fun was in getiing out to scc a small picec of a tom I'd never
scen before; since TOVACON-3, apart from bricf forays into inferior curry-
house torritory, Ircnc and I haven't budged from the hotel the whole weekend,
I particularly rcgret not cven attcapting to sce Coventry Cathcdral. If it's
donc nothing clse BoakCon has shown me the errors of my wayse. Unfortunately,
I suspect the arca round Owen's Park will be pretty dull so MANCON-5 may not
be the time to iry out my new policics.

2
IMPERIAL .IIRTH

In 1972 Gannetfandom took it into its collective head to organisc a mini-
cone Some of you may rcomember the Gannctcon fiasco —- the con never got
beyond the talldng stage,h.i Pcenmon made a fool of himself by putting out
press relcascs, and Brian Temple made a name for himsclf by writing up the
vhole affair for John Piggott's "Turning Worm 2"

But out of that came TYNECON-74, onc of the most successful Rastercons in
recent years.

Since TYNECON we've been toying with the ideaw of holding another con, but on @

smoller scale. Gray's Fan Con cnecouraged us to believe that tharc really is
roam in the fan callendar for amother com, alot less organised than NOVAZOY,
but with gome programming to brecak up the weckend. Hence SILICON. Hence the
cneclosed flyer.

When we first approached The Imperial Hotel we thought it might be stuffy,
expensive and cramped. It isn'ty  the menager almost fell over himself
trying to be helpful, the room rates, taking into accoumt current hotel rates
and what you get for your moncy, arc very rcasonable, and we've been given the
new wing of the hotel for our exclusive usc.

I can't over-cmphasise the cxcellenec of this hotel -- I firmly belicve the
Impcerial Hotel is the best convention hotel I have over been toe I hope
British fandom has a nosc scnsitive cnough to sniff out a good con. Ve will
give you a good fum con -~ so fill out the fprm, CK?

U.'re willing to fil], the mew wing of the hotel -- about 100 fon. This is
Just about the right number for the type of con we visualisc, but is rathcr
morc than the 60-80 that Ian Williams says Jin SIDDHARTHA~%) was "the
attendance of Bastercons about the timo Harry Bell got first involved #n
fandome" I didn't come out of the Ark, Ian, Sunshine : then firsf Fastercon I
went to was Yarcon 66 and the registrations, at lcaghy rcached 133,

For those of you who can't make up your mind whether or not to register for
Silicon, comc and talk to us about it at Hdoancon; if after listening to us
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extoll the undeniable virtucs of The Imperial you still can't make up your
mind, we'll get Ian Williams to tell you about his novel or have Alan and
Brian sing the wholc of 'Tommy' and 'The Rocky Horror Picturc Show' to you.
Then you'll sign....

BUT NOW FOR SOME LOCS, EH?

ke Glicksohn The moin thing that kinda bothered me a wee bit in

14L High Park Ave.  your rcport of the Bank Holiday trip was the apparcnt
Taronto assumption that o trip of this sort nccds a purpose

Ont. M6P 2S3 morc intrinsically worthwhilc than drinking with onc's
CANADA fricnds. Pcrhaps I missed the subtlety of your remarks,

though: but it did read as if youd've thought the weck-
cnd something of a loss without such totally unnceessary activitics as rowing .
climbing ond hiking., This is a bit hard to rcconcile with my own view of the
universe and with my recollections of Emglish fansy so maybe I recad it too
guickly or somcthing.

(( It's onc thing to sot out on a trip with the avowed intention of
getting stoned and taking a brisk walk botween jars, ghitc another
to zoom into the country with a group of pecople, all desporately
keen to climb cverything in sight, who fall foul of their own
insatiable thirst and then sit round muttering about wasted time.
Not te worry, the lesson ig well lecarncd, and futurc trips will I'm
surc be carried out with a proper perspcctive. ))

Victoria Vgyme Your trips and pub-crawling sound likc typical fannish
P.0.Box 156 Stn D travels; here in Toronto we don't pub-crawl but do cnd
Toronta up in inexpensive restaurants quite a bit. Here the
Ontario rage is footfesting, long, long walks punctuated by
CANADA coffec in restaurants. Or, as we now do in winier,

long drives in Toronto fandom's only car out in the
wild country nofth of the ecity.

(( Gannetfondom's passion is for curries. Wewcastle is particularly
well-cendowed with fine Indian and Bangla Deshi restaurents and once
or twice a month ~- usually after a NESFiG meeting -- we troop up
to The Bangla Desh and partoke of the best currics in tovm, if not
in the country. Whencver we go to @ con it's always a shock to
discover that the sfandard o® curry-houses in other citics falls
far short of those we're accustomed to. The worst currics in
Newcastle are ten times better than anything we've heen able to find
elsevhere. )) .

Graham Poole I rcad 'Hard to be a God' yesterday and thoroughly cnjoyed
25 Russet Road it, basically becausc it was stimuloting. I could well
CHELTENHAM imagine this book as a film -- I womder if anyonc has
Glos. thought of that., There wouldn't be too much trouble over
GL51 71N speeial effects or technology, in fact it would be

rclatively simple ti film. I doubt if it would be called SF by thc masscs
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though, morc of a political fantasy with lots of parallels with Earths past
and prcsent.

Darrall Pardoc You're right of courscs !'fandom as o whole' docsn't

24 Othello Closc cexigte I can sce a point in people actively planning
HARTFORD ways to get new people into an orgonisation -- the BSFA,
Huntingdon say -- but fondom is nothing but an amorphous collcction
PE18 78U of people with vaguely the same intcrcsts. Where do you

draw the linc at membership of fandom? Is everyonc who's
g fringe member of a sf club or has beenm to a eonvention once a fam? How
do you gttract peoplc into someothing so amorphous as that?

As for fanzinc fandom now, that's a differcnt matter. Active fanzine fan-
dom ig a small, and fairly tight, group of pedple. Mike Glyer estimated
the total, workdwide, at around 500, vhich is about right, I should think.
How momy active fanzine fans arc there in the UK? 50 perhaps? But we don't
nced to atiract people into fanzinc fandom. Quite a few new faces appear
for a vhile, then drop outs a few of them stay. Famzine fandom has been
growing steadily for the last ten ycars at lecast, and already it's so big
that nobody can be in touch with all of it af, once (would you belicve, there
used ¥o be such a breed ag the omni-APAn, who was in all the APAs at once).
A flood of ncw rceruits we don't nced. I'm not saying we should discourage
ncw blood;, far from it. But active reeruiting isn't nccessary.

Onc of the people in my officc is a building-restorcr. At the moment he's the
proud possessor of o 16th contury timber-framed farmhouse which hie was given
for virtually nothing by the farmer who owvmed it. It's in bPicces, in storagg
and he's trying to find a suitablce bit of land to re-crecet it. The people

vho moved it for him (for gbout 15 miles) are a threc-mon outfit who
specialise in such jobs. They moved Alan Garner's house for him (The 01a

Medecince House, which Garncr has renamed Toad Ha.ll) but say they'll never do
Garner amother job; aopparcnily he made himsclf very obnoxious during the re-
ercction (admittedly he was doing the paying) and architcetural opinion has
it that he's ruined the old building with the way he messcd it about during
the rcbuilding.

WAHF: Sam Long, Gil Gaicr and maybe onc or two more whosc letters have slid
into oblivion in the attie. Sorry about that, but thanks anyway.
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I've been thinking about Darroll's leticr and have decided that while at
the moment I agrece with hisg sentimentg om recruitment to fandom there was a
time vhen I wouldn't hawe aggreced amd it is posaible that therce could come
a time when I would disaggrec again.

It wag John Barfoot who got me into fandom in katc '64; it wasn't too long

after he gafiated and moved fo Lomdon in 1966 that I rcalised I was the only
person in the arca pussuing what had become a fascinating but novw very lomely
hobbye Aud it was then that I begam a rather frantic attoempt at rceruitment



to fandom wiich proved fruitless and was seon replaced by a desire to meot
people in othexr spheres of interest. I took up amateur dranatics, oil
painting and got engaged. Had a good time. I'a still having a good time
even tho' my social life now revolves reund Gannctfandom almost cxelusively,
but it is the social aspcect of fandom which intrigucs me. Should the
Ganncts ever break up; I might makc another bricf attempt at unesrthing new
fans, but I'd soon bc looking round for other interests, and GAFIA would
loom large. e intcrrupt this broadcast to bring you a very late LoC from:-

Iilton I'. Stevens, 14535 3aticoy St.##lDS, Van Muys, CA 21405, USA

Terry Hughcs is wrong on a couple of points. There is at lcast one TS fan
club which docs meet at a bar, the Little fen in Berkeley. They've beon
meeting at 3rennan's for at least ten years. Also, there is an inercdible
varicty of bars availablc in any large US city. In practicc, our bars arc
proetty much scgregated by race and by social class. Jithin cach raco/class
aggregate, therc arc dozens of sub-categorics. In South Los Mngeles, there arc
scveral Cajun bars which only scrve light skinned Hegroes and will not scrve
dark skinned, kinky haircd Fegrocs. 1In Van Tuys, there is onc bar which catas
mainly to heroin addicts. (3efore I becamc involved with police work, I
never thought about heroin addicts drinking. some of them arc virtually
alcoholics in addition to being heroin addicts.) There is cven onc bar in
Santa :onica whore you can go to play darts. Ii's a very dangerous bar and
many pcople lLiave been done in by stray darts.

OQut of the 550 murders in Los ingcles last ycar, about 100 to 125 involved
barroom fights. Just about all of thosc woerc in lower class bars, Lower
class. boozers scem to be ficrecly tcrritorial, and they strongly object to
bar patronaic by pcople of the wrong racc or class. OF coursc, our govermnent
tells us thatl we should be a raccliss and classleoss socicty...but not rcally.

{(Thenkfully, wc dom't have that kind of problem herc. Je do have vorking

class pubs, of coursc, somc of which arc still in thc spit-and-sawdust cra,

and we also have bﬂd@;@n%(ﬂdmvmmham(ﬁmnahmﬂ'moomﬂwmin

luxury, but the traditional British pub usually has a number of rooms

including the public or saloon bar whoere workmen can deink (and play darts
and dominocs), and the lounge or s.aoking room where you'd have to be drussed

and where you could take the missus on a Saturday night. I‘cwer pubs arc
beccoming more "posh' and don't have a public bar.

The race problem in bars is virtually non-cxistent in {cweastle, largely
because most of our colourcd population is Pakistani and they don't drink.
There's wore of a problen in places like Jirmningham which docs have black
bars but I've never seen onc and don't fool qualificd to say morc.))
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