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OFFICI.L OXGALY! OF TLER B;/LTINORE SCIZNCE FICTION SCCIETY

WELCOMZI

to Brlticon 9, and to BSF/N MUMDER CONR, M/RCH 1075, In which D3FS members
will thrill and delight you with wild but strictly truc storicc cf things
BSFScrs do cnd thinme .S8F8ers rre, in hoones thet you too will be inspired to
join us.

Our Current Cfficerse Our currcent officers arc: President - Jue
thel%r; Rccording scerctory - Judy Kurmcng Corresponding Secretary - Bill
Sinmmons; Treocurwr = Yed nuls; Frrlionentaricn - Ed Welch. any rcsemplance
of thece officers to rcmy mercon or aerconc Living or deod is purely coinci-
duntcl.

Cur Publications Comittec, which shamclessiy assuucs full respongibili-
ty for ~m-tcver ic in thic icsuc, if onything (excent pe 5), conoiste of Mike
Furmcn, oditor; Rich Dixon; Steve Miller; artemue; Sue Whocler; Judy Kuricng
Rick Neff; Gary Svihle,

The vicio exnresced herein are not nocesserily the oninions of anyonc.

Letters of Commcitt zre colicitou,

THE NEW KINGDOI
Suc¢ Whecler

Loter you will hear the saga of the old ond widdlce kingdomse Notr to the
oncc cnd futurc B.S.F.5 (finncrs crocced). To scotch & persictent rumor, it
was not thce sole cffort of one myst .riouc Susen Wneeler., However, for two
months after the 1974 Dalticon, wherc the actucl sced wos carclessly dropped
by Frcd Lerner and nurtured through several interiinable conversations with
cuch agc Sally Turncr, Barry Nevton, cnd Edger Welch, the ery resounded
through 3altimor:, "Wh.n'c the first iiceting?" Finelly, cftcr rceccovery from
the virus which ¢ alweys scenr to dring howe frowm confercnces, an orjaniza-
tional nceting wes hold in April and here 7¢ are ot Balticon,

Why? Renewbder the standard cartoen showing the porched, emacictoed crea-
ture cravling ccross the barrcn wastegs tovard thoe mocliing image of & con?
This piciure describes the feclings of seme Boltimore fans in their scensce of
isolation between conferences; where do thosc thirty-six Baltimorcans who
cubgcribe to Locus lurik?

B.5.F.S benon with scven acmbers. Hosruver, o severc case of writer's
cronp (eddrescing flvers to Baltimorceans on the T-K Gronhics meiling list,
thenk you, Mr. Poule) was rcevarded by a doubling of neubership after the
third mcetinge OSince then, by znplication of the discovery that wmenbership
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grows mest rcadily when plenty of sangria is available (rum feor thec Presi-
dent), B.S.F.S has grown to somc twenty-odd, very odd mcmbers.

Having survived the great bettle of the constitution, B.S5.I'.5 turncd to
more secrcon matters., Under the leadership of our recording secretary aond
progran chairpcrson for Balticon, Judy Kurman, a two day program of leccturcs,
panels, novics, oend exhibits was held at 2 brench of Baltimore County Public
Librrry. It was so successful that we have been requested to work up a pro-
grzm for Job Corps participents,

Howcver, our mrsjor project sincec November has been Balticon., Only you
con decide how well we have donce this times If you live in the Baltimore
ares, stop any committee member, ond he/she/it will be delightcd to give morc
details. If you ~2rc not so scrcon, don't worry; wc will let you sit with our
officisl Club Lout. Besidcecs, the best port of the mecting is efter. Come
and sce.

- e @ 2w e e e e @ W@ e M ® e @ e e @ e e = e e ® W am s e e e @ W = @ = = = - e

THE B.ITIMOE SCIENCE FALNTLSY GROUP
Artenus

Would you believe throt the avcroge necting leostced from Saturday night at
8:30 until Sundoay morning at 1l; troditionzlly cnding with George of the Jun-
glc, singing olong, of coursc,

It wns csscntinlly Jeck Chelker (Rcesident Guru), Ted Pauls (Reconsti-
tuted Beatnik), Don and Dcbbic Sobwick (.cc¢ Reportcr -nd loll), Mark Owings,
Kim ‘'¢ston, Ed Kricg, Mysclf--thec resident nco, and a host of tremsicnt
typcea

The mectings werc usually held in West Baltimorc ot cithcer Kia'c Widhéf
Pif apartment, or Ed's homc cbout & block cwar. These consisted of gencral
socielizing, meyhen, yarn swapning (those were innocont times), end cven
(rarcly) a2 Busincss Mucting. Then eround midnight the entire group would go
out for dinnecr, usurlly <t IHOP or thc Double T,

The sccond part of the mectinge were really unique. 4 c-ravan to Ecst
Baltimorc, to thc Sobwicks', wherc Don hrd & closct full of board games that
would hrve made Fibber McGec ncrvous. «nd off into the wec hours playing
every game imcginoblc. You name it and we plaved ity The longcct mceting I
know of went until 5:30 Sunda; evening. That one was a Poker Game. I think
I won tvo dollorce..grds! And therc wags a club project. If you were out of
a2 game you could 2dd snother chrpter to our pornogrephic novel. It was
TERRIBLE,

One intercsting extra-curriculesr cctivity that corung up was the group
that started rcguleorly sttending mcctings in other citics, such as the Luncar-
ians in Nevw York ond PSFS in Philly. Chalkcr sterted the whole thing with
the Mogic Mercedess Soonr ¢ crew wos regulrrly piling into the car cnd 3alti-
more was renrceented in force zll over the Mid-atlqntic region (we ncever did
make NESFA).

We would 2lco tao¥e some pretty for out routes: New York by way of the
Chesapeake Bry Bridge ond the Cape Moy-Lewes ferry, or through rursl Pennsyl-
venice Scw quite o few odditics. I particularly rcuacmber a pleoce thet
served teaberry icce ecrerm. It lookud sond trsted like = lcoding ontacid,

I have o fceling thet there will never tgoin be ¢ group quitce so 1hgdné
facnish. Too brd. “hen the Sobwicks mov.d to grcencr pacturcs, the club
prctty much folded. This was sbout 1970-71, when the proliferation of con-
ventions was just strrting, Betwcen them, Luncriosns, WSF4, ctc., thec nced

BSFiLN ONE - TWO



for o loccl club scemed to diminishs, We c1ll saw cach other in other towns
just cs often. . .
f But, if you pay attention to committce nembers of various copvent10n§,
you'!ll sce for inctance that Jock is running Lunccen thig” year and is cactive
ot othcr cons, Ted is running rcgistrctions =nd huckst.r roows at four or
fivce diffcrent conventicns ac well ns being vicc-chairmcn of the New York in
1977 viorldcon bid...vho says thc Baltinore Mafic is » nyth?
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B3FS: THE EARLY YEA4RS
vagucly rcezlled by Davida M, Ettlin

A very stronne nnuc, BSFS. And very approprintce Not from the acronyn
point of vicw, but cimply from the first two lctters=--BS. The carly cxig-
tence of BSFS iec strangely dependent upon two bus (bs) rides.

The first occurrcd so.acrvhcecrce around the winter of 1961 during onc of
those rare, incrediblc Boltinore blizzards. I woc taking a bug home from Ci-
ty Gollcpe cnd it took-ninc~hours to get from 33rd ond The alaucds to Pork
Circlec en the Number 22 linc. During thet tine, about o foot of cnow fell
and I met Jack L. Chnlker. It wrs wy introduction to fondom, with the result
thet I got on sceveral fanzine mciling liste and was lurad into joining the
N3F (for thosc who don't know, throt's the Nntionnl Fantasy Fon Federationd.

The first bugs ridce lid cbout & yeor later to meore bug rideg-«cboard the
Trailwecys ct regular intervals to Waghington for ncctinges of WSFae. During
this time pcriod, Boltinore f£ondom grew to include 5 pconle, and since 2 dec-
adc is o long tiwmc ~nd I'm no longcr sure which were the first 5, suffice it
to say there were 5. I thought it - bit ridiculous to kcen riding o bus to
Washington and suggested en one backescat roturn trip thot w. ctart BSFS.

An Australian bellot clection waes held en the bock sert ond Chaoliicr be-
core the first President. Souchow, Chsllivr nlwvzys won thoce clections, He
wes the only one who knew cnything about Robert's Rules of Order, anyhow, co
it wos 211 for thce best.

Mcetings were held the sccond and fourth Saturdars cach month so ~s not

v s
to conflict with WSFA mcetinge, and the cixth Saturdny woo rescrved for pare-
tics, As gixth Scturdeys were rather infroquent, woe took to hoaving prortics
of 2 cort ot cvery nocting.

BSFS cccouaplished only onc lasting font--gstarting the Bolticon, an annu-
a2l confcrence held herc around Februcry (cnd this ycor, for come dunb recson,
Mcreh and in Pikcsville)s Meoybe teliing cway Weshington's Birthday weckend
from the 22nd ~nd ncking it clightly more unpredictable had comething or oth-
¢r to do with uy confucion on th~at point.

Llong the way, BSF3 urnrged to suck into fondom such chorzeters aos Ron
Bounds, = strrnge chop who ended up runninc the Discon II with Chalker, Ja
Haldeaan ond: the like; Jerry Jocks, vho split to S-n Freoncicco cnd became a
big nome fon and leader in the loesl gay uovement; Deovid Katz, o brilliont
high cchool student begt known for trying vodka rnd checolerte wmilk -t o Phil-
lycon = deeade age and borfing his way upstoirs in the Phil-dclohis YMCA clc-
vator aftcruards (Kntz haoc long since gofirted nnd gotten into transcendental
ncditation, which is considerably c-for than vodko ~nd chocdlote milk); Mark
“owings, = ccicnce fiction :nd fantasy scholsr who meoy be the quictest person

in th¢ world ~nd the mon who c¢nan anewer any question about - ctory or writcer,
no notter how trivial; Edward Kricg, who still chows up =t cons cnd whosc
sister, Alicc (who wos nuch scxicr), nerricd Joy Haldemon (since parting
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the ways.

BSFS tricd to get a worldcon bid, had 2 scerct cgreement from Clifford
D. Simck to be guest of honor, but loct the bid back in the middle 60's, And
not long aftcrwvards, Ettlin wvent gafin,

Alony the way, I met a lot of ncoat pcople, expanded my horizons by
lecarning there arce a lot of folks with intcrects like mine, ond got drunk at
a few conventions. It was fun. Meybe I'11 show up ot a nceting souctine and
get digillucioncds And if I can find the woy to Pilesville, Ifll gce you
at Balticon,

1974 wao o fertile year for sf ~uthor Tyronc Schulasc. Though his con-
scicnce was ot times o triflc bothersome, the cheeks throt came in the nail
vere o thrill, Ke hrd ande nore then earfarc thic past year frow a nuaber of
short stotries, the hard ccicnce theomcs of which he had liftcd dircetly from A
Bit For Out Storics, a very linited circulcotion prozine of 1943, ncever dig-
tributed outside of Illincis and Indi-na, which had folded zftcr scven
iscucs, - :

Howcvcr, Schul~s¢ coon reassured hln"elf that moral discomfort was the
pricc onc hrd to pay for woncy cznd fonce But onc thought ever nagged at hiia:
Whot if he got cought? Vhat if soncone reucubered ene of hig. ctoricg--recol-
lected the pldét, reenlled the chroracter developmonte-~nd leafed breir through
his o'm valurble copics of L Bit For Cut Storicc and diccovered the truth?

But cculd cay cownics other thzan Schulnsce's still cxist? Therce had to be
a handful in scatterced collcctionss Very =cll, dcecidod Schulage, welll put
the motter to rest once ond for cl1, 1I'll = vprtlub, und.r o nscudoniia, in
thc orozincc snd in thc nost widoly r.ad fonzincs offcring to pay to» doller
for igsucs of 4 Bit For Out Storics. I pay usce up ny carnings, he thought
rcesignedly, but” I'1ll haove my foue, ocnd my scfoive

H

NOVEMBIEIR INMN ROSIED:LE
Michael Kuraa

The weather wns getting colder, The woods in the back of the angular
but grcceful white building wore ns beore o¢ reoms J & K of Levering Holl of-
ter 9:20 P.M. on cccond S-turdnys. The parking lot in front of thc building
wco ac full eos'a'zroup of fens finishing their Peking Gorden dinncer.  Ingicde,
tvo hundrcd nen, vomen, children, children, cond children wore thoroughly en-
joying ¢ showing of 3Jtrr Trck bloopcrs, Lt other tiucs during the day, which
wes a Saturday, and on thoe provious Vedneoday night, from 60 to 90 scicnce
fiction cnthusinsts, including fons from Baltimor., Wachington, 2nd crec cole-
lecges, hcard gpenkers, prnelicts, and vicewod five filmsa

BSFG's first ncjor endeavor wes o .aini-convention, ctogecd Noveilber 13
and 16 2t the ncew Rogcedaole branch of the B-ltiwoer. County Public Library, oo
our contributicn to B.C,P.L.'s 1974 F-1ll1 Fustival of Litercturc, attoendees
centered o building cobellished writh eciince fiction sculpturce, pointings,
movie pocturs, and exhibits, Eicht of Helon Struven'c argnificent sf phlnt—
ings hung clong the high cencrote bloelk wwzlls. Leonnrd Proul's highly incgine
ative sculpturce ~nd peintings woere promincntly -disnloyeds Movie nosterc from
the extencive collections of Gory Svehl- -nd Rick Weff drew c¢yec upuvard, 4nd
there wore two displey coecs. The first exhibited o vericty of fananisgh
artifeocts.
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he sceond displayed materials on Roger Zelazny, Baltinorce's rcsident
pro., Who has been, however, since Februcry o resident of the top of o Mew
Mexico wountcin, Exhibitod werc booke, articles, photogzraphs, and onc of
Zeclazny's two Hugos and onc of his two Nebulas. 4nd, in possibly hig last
Baltimore appearance for some tiuce to come, Zelazny gave a widceranging talk
Wednecsday night to an attentive audicnce. Topics he touched on included the
history.of scicnce fictien, differcnces between sf and fantasy, the prognos-
ticative quality of scicnce ficticn, and what we dan cxpect £ro. Roger's

‘typewriter in the ncar futurce

Saturdey progronming vas continuous from 10 AlM. to 5:30 P.M. with but
& half hour break for lunch, 4 penel on fandom brought together Washingtonie
ang Dick Ency, Mork Owiags, and Ron Bournds (now a Californicn), ond Baltinor-
cans Jack Chalker (Mirace Press), Suc Whecler (BSFS President), and Steve
Millcr (UMBC of collection), Miller zlso gave o sprightly talk on writing
scicnce fiction, anc¢ told of soue of his cxpericncecs at Clarion,

The uini-convention attractoed norc peondle than any other Fall Litcroaturc
Fcotival program, and DSF3 has been invited to participrte in noxt yecr's
festivela

LOUTIIG with lLrtcenus

Poranmount in importance ic the proper choice of eheap wine to bring to
the various BSFS ncctingc. Intoxicotion mmst procecd in sync with the other
attendecsas At full club mectings, Laubrucco hng materialized frow five scpa-
rate courccs at the Noffs'! apartnent. For ncetings at Hopkins or some other
dull plaec, Sangric is the choice (even though at Hoplkins God has provided us
with a nearby Rathslicllar scrving cheap beer). However, ot comaittcee necte
insc or closctcons, Schlitz Malt Licuor, rer very cheaopest Giant Feood-tync
sodaec, cnd packaged vhickey sours sceir to be the order of business,..o0fficial
or othcrwisce DBSFS is o vouns organization with nevertheless a few hard and
fact treoditicns, 4nd a few fast and loosc oncs arce showing promice,
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RARE SCIENCE FICTICQIY LT UlLiBC
Steve Miller

Lbout the tine the new BSFS weas being organizod another developnent of
interest to scicnee fiction fans was tcoking place:  the University of Mary-
land Baltinorc County (UMBC) Library wes starting o forual collcction of sci-
cnce fiction, to bc housed in the library's Speeial Ccllcetions arca.

I vas called for an intervicw with Mr. intonio Raino, Dirceior of the
Library, concerning the poscibility of a job as Curctor of the colleetion,
We discussed matericl thoat could be acquired, the divcetion the collection
would talke, cnd itec sconc. The collection wos te be much more than a fow
hardback books eitting on o chelf., The library clready was in posscecion of
fairly complcte cets of »ulp masozines, includineg o couplete run of Amczing.
I pointcd out thet it mizht be a good ilca to represcnt scue of the recent
history of gecicncce fiction, through feonzines cond ucnucerinis. It camc to
light then that the eollcection hod been afforded the opportunity to ccquire
the bound Foundation tyn.scrint, signced by Asinov, cnd the incredibly con-
plcte fanzinc collcection of Mr, Walicr Goslot,

I cceepted the position, rocomacnding that beth the Foundation script
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and Mr. Cosl_t's fen thousand fenzin.c be aecquired, Sincce thot time nct

quitc a yeor ago the collcetion has grown to ineclude artwork by Kelly Freas
and manuscriﬂtu and tyncsccripts by Rojzer Zelczny, Charles Harmess, and othurs
(the most roccat nmenuscrint addition is Gladistcr-At-Law by C.M. Kornbluth =
and Fred Pohl)., The collcction bespen its own fanzinc, SF BIBLICDD, and is on
o standing order plan thot brings in most of the hardback scicnec fiction and
fontosy itens publighed in the U.S. as well 2g o number of fan itens pub-
lighced by the spocinliy houscs,

The UMZC Scicnce Fiction Rescoreh Collcetion currently congists of ncar-
ly commlcte runs of scventy pulip-unsazines, around onc theusanl crdbacks,
norc than two thoussnd napcrbacks, well over cleven thousond fanzines, and
asgort.< artwork, nanuscriots, ond other itens of intercst. The collection
is open daily 1-3 or by cpnointnent, and ig available to rescorchers, fang,

rcadergs, ~nd tho curious

EAVIGIIND SPACZCRAFT R4AIDS BALTINORD
Rich Dixon

Unzble %o reseh Conala, zhe Britich gspoacccraft Howvkwind found it nececs-
sary this nast year to chert a flight into the virgian nminds of on unsuspect-
ing Sunday nizht drinking crowd -t the Letin Crsino, Gathered for the usucl
"pop" music thay 1 sten to throush the wecl on primitive reteiving eccts, the
liquic rofrashed dicnee foun:d their windc and bodily clectrene run through
goiic goroat cozaic "i ve by thot 8pcec Rock banl knowvn cs the Hawkwind

L scicnce ficiion croun in 7-uohunt colisboration with HMichacl Moorcock,

c‘. e

"the band comnsistc of nsnv fornicr roo ‘ics for such 2o Creom ond Jini Hendiix,
The 85.58. Havkoingd hrg been deseribod ag a tro diuensional ship vhich on occa=-

gion craoshes into th“cc diacnsional spacce This they do with such nunbers &g
"Sonic Attack' which chould be soved for future nerfornance at Lrmageddon.
St-rting as an old foshioned psychedelic dance band, thery have cvolved into
an inonessive art ghow, using =heir synthceeizers to paint vast bockorounus of,
star=blinding cecszacy or nind-benling fear for their unique (ond quite
lcnethy) soncsoa

Llee, the much renoimed Stncia weas nought Zo be found this porticular
night, and her nrincval dencce was soroly nigsced (Hovkwind tours with their
owvn stripper). and alnel, therce was little roem for thuir chip to ucncuver,
Their normal contract cells for o char. forty fcot by fortr feek, but tac low
ceilinged hnll ferccd thon to lcave outside o third of a troctoreirailer of
lichz ghow, However, if the cffcete of the little herdwarce they scuuffed into
the club fhat nighz on on n"uﬂﬁcc“ing croudewnure spcllbound-~uas any indi-
caticn of thinrs to-conc, Beltimore hel best beware futurce fligats of tho
Hawkuvind through native orgone sircoiig.

*
* * Scratch this pancl to ccqucint vourscelf
*

W with the odor of the wost hoczoardoug sub-

* * stence you are likely ©o cncounter at the

* * convention, If you detect this odor at any
* # tine notify o Balticon committce ncmber

* *

irmediatel ),
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Don Dohler, co-coorlinctor
had his Firsi Contac% (facnish)
anincr in the vulacrable Fanous

DOHLER? = WilO0 HE?
by 4Lrtenus

of Bolticeon's imateur Fontcsy Film Festival,
in 1960, through thce vencroble Groveyord Ex-

Monstirs of Filmland magazince, He ordercd a

ccoy of SMUDGE, &

Thcen come the Revelrotion t
have to'do is to zct hold of o
~ huwor fanzifne olso, z very'ecer
entc of Jay Lyncia, now & nrouin
Miowi fan. The zinc coon grinc
#5 had a ninc ealor cover, 'tic
rcejected by Mad nogczine.s Lo 2
the magazinc_fgr wirich Deon inve
prominent underzreound comix chao
WILD remcing tolar o wogt rore
rcally know,

WILD wae wined cut by am o
dittocd ghecte cleon, In 1670,
vhile, rceecived o nockebfe from

hunor zinc, which was a crude but worthy ditiocd job.

is thet all you
born. WILD was

haot fires weny of us:  Gee
ditto machine? Thus YILD was
u’e dittocd mini-fiod, Don cnlisted the tol-
cnt unicergrceund comix artist, then an obseurc
¢ rccegs to facilitice to do celor work; issue
tenthidssue featured o Welly Fecos pointing

n corly stouming ground of Jay Liynch, and as
ated Projunior ~g o wzscot (later to becowe a
rretLrdin. the hender of 'Tyneh antit R, Crumb),
end souzht after collector'sc item Lo those who

ct of Gol=~z floodcd grorage in 1964 wiped the
Don, whc hod been out of fonlom for quite a
Bijou Publiceotions: {ive covics ¢f Leon Dche-

ler'c Projunior. Where's ny lawyer?

In 1072, h-ving scen'on or
BLACK OR:#CLE, Don c2llod Stover
lishing of o magezine devoter c
He nicked un cico-ciiitor, Merk

ior for A History of Unigrsround

ticlce in tho Brltimere Sum on Georze Stover's

, on’ =n cerly intercest woe rounewed--ihe pub-
wclucively to specinl cifcects in filn-tiakinge

Estria, whc had been doing rescarch en 2@ojun-
_prlCu, and CIUZIL.GIC sprang ontc the scinc.

In two short yecors ~nd thrce is
in itg ficld with = cizculcotion
preparing a boolk which will »oro
with centributors such g
Ton ig nimecelf on aveord wi
nered’ swards from the Washiasto
Sy Fili: Contocgt, I'ileonce" hns
In the mundanc werld, Don
A hizgl twe childzen, 2ges 7 2n
ad his influcnec really ic,
lilicly to becoue uerce vell 1

Houw to feld
zor bladccg,
fanzince:

vour cony oi B
pDroserve your ham §

l, Turn to frout of BLFALN,

not clrcady folded, U
2. Lzbel points on front
top right
« TIold along line /[.-C.
ssrRiFdcenfanzing on Tl ad
ECD at »soint BD., Mow
good or cvil,

~w

Sndme

corney - 53 ni
right corner ~ D; lower
Un:olu.

cucg, CIIIDIAGIC hre beconme o resnceted journcl
in. exeeoe of 4508, Dea ond Marisage al

boblr beconie the bidble of speecinl cffcect
LJ

For “Hetee Dolds ‘anddmokoup oSt 4 ¢ VB4 18 RS 5
nning aunctcur filiwnalker, "Mre Cl-7" hos gar-
n Scecicty cf Cincmttogrsphers ond the lizw York

2lgo toliun prizes,

1. ™ . . . - -

holils a manncericl nosition. . He is wmarriced,

¢ 5, Don nrebd dly deesalt rcelize how wide=-
With 21l hic cctivitice, thies Baltinorc fan

novm in the fucurc,

whiech vill reoshicrpen roe
dervellow the nages of old

SIF&M into o pyramid,
ndwich, concd

Fold in holf horizontally, if copy is
nfol!
fe

OTNCT » 4
- C3 lowcr

.0

n lef
le of rizht c¢dgze at £ol
pEleoencs - Eb
Fold -long line E-C, Unfold,
surfcce, folding £lop ACB to mcct flon
vou are ready to uce vour pyramid for
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CHRISTOPHER BIRD "DHOWSES"M CITY
eyl Rlch Dizxon

Displaving scveral tools of the "art of scearching'; Chris rd spolkc on
dowsing in January =t the Lquarion Uancrﬁxty of Maryland, -
Co-author (with Petcr Tompkins) of The Sccrct Lifc of:Plants, Bird cox-

hibited the different dowsing tools thct heve been develoncd over the ycarse

Constructed of cither organie or inorgonic uatter, a doweging tool can be of
the familisr Y shape, usunlly nade of 2 vitwood; o poir of metal LYsy or a
pendulun, oiten of jlass The L's are uscd by holdinrs onc in cach hanl, in

parallel and pointine: away from: the body; a erobsing of the.rodg indicotes
reoponsc., The peadulun con be uce’ over nens (cross-rofercencing from severcl
direcctieons te pinpeint 2 location), and in stotisticsl dowsing over shects of
info*uation.
There sceen
&

¢ no linit to the, nuaber of usce to waich dowsing has been
SUCCCC"fULl" D9

snlicds The art-has becn ennloyed, bire Bird rointed ott, to
fini lost persomc ond objcets; weaponc caches in -Vietnecwyy mineral and cil Cem
pogits; archaecclogiczl artifacts;. ond in nedical diagnoces and curcs. Yet
dowsing rcmains 2 very nersonal art, the Jowscer wlaying an integral role.
Conccntration works for somnc dowgers, while otheurs st rclax, . lotive ic ine
portont. A4bnorently cltruism rules over graecd, o non't bother trving to
dowse which horcce in the £ifth, 4lso, in the vocabulory of computer scicace:
garboge in, Sarbage outy - If you ashk the wrong .quegtion, or tho right quce-
tion in the wreong way, you'll not £in! what rou gseerch fore Scckers of gold
wzlk over cilver. . :

ilthoush a personally. developed art, dowsing can be taught, and Bird be-
licves that cnyenc chn dovses Ihe Biggest Doweins Guection ig vhether 2
force in the ground noves the rod or vhether the rod ampifics a sensitivity
in the dowser. Labdrcotory cviidnee indicatcs imccular notien in the wrists
prior te 2ny wovenent in the doweing rod, Llco, ncither dgwser nor rod ree
gpond when the adrencl glend ie shieldel from 2ll,uaznctic ficlds, Perhapo
when sceicentists find more time for such roeecareh, locating thosc gpecific
zones of gencitiviiy may lcead to grocter finc tuning technigues, and better
aaplificotion cf bio=gijnalao, ]

Incicentally, Mr. Bird told of dowsurs! conventions, which sound ag

fascinating rs sf conse

uwes of A4 DBit Far Out Storius, Mrorche-Scptember 1943,

W/NTED. Lny oy < S
&a% "Johh A. Jonce, D36 Yatapsco River, Belto. MP 21703,

1
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HE DIRTH CF THE CLCSLETCON
Judy FKurion

Little 2id 21l of ugs rczlize that night, af:icr gerting and lugging cld
rusty shclving that would souedery be reno vntcu an:t used for a BSFS libraoary,
that a nossiblc ncv offshoot of fardion was lurking just around the corncr,
within the dark cobwebby recesses of a closcte Thouzh we didn’t know it
then, ¢ wvere about to "attend" the firct of many closetcons, sc dubbed be=-
cause cnc of thc carliest onee took pleece in Daltimore on Thilcon weclkend,

It all storted innocently cnoughe YWe were looking at and discussing a
ncy bock by O’Cllm Octrander cnd Lyann Schroueder, Heondbook of Psi Discoverics,
This book hzs if cu dea't belicve it, here's hovw teo try it cxzporincnts with
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all kinds of psychic phenomcnc, The authors show how to record the cuotions
of plants, take Kirlicon photographs, sue curac, construct pyramids, record
voice phenomcnae. Thosc present had attitudes ranging from supur-cynic to
hom, noybcees 4t ony w-tc, some of the cxperiments sounded fascinating, on
we decided to try cnce or two,

The firet problem wos finding cexperinents thot could be done within onc
sittingeecn? dclicve ne, somce described in the book depended upon how much
sitting you fc¢lt like doinge For croumple, to sce the 0C encrgy foree, you
muet sit in = totally dark room for 3 to 4 hours (by that timc you arc proba-
bly cither hallucinating or asloicn). WWe scttled on cttempting to sce auras,
since this roquired only o sober pair of ceyes and a mirror (yes, we werc so-
ber)e Since o full lencth mirror wes in the bedroom closet, this is how we
ccme to the coforcrnentioned room (this closet is co huge it is most definitely
2 room)e. We did -~z the book instructcd, and within half 2n hour cll of uc
had scen our aurcs,

Lctually, aft.r o futurc closctcon (during which we were not sober),
gonc cf us decided thoat nlthoush we were cceing somethins--a yellow to or-
ange=red glow thot wvaricd in intensitr--it 3oy not hove been an aurae. This
is bcecausc we saw the snue thing arcund a teanis raclict ond a picturce frenme
(BUWTTE arc sunposud to apicer only around living things).

That firet nicht we did eventuczlly get cround to trrying to sce the Od
fotees after 2ll, wc vere already in o roon that could be wade totally dark,
We did not sec O0Cfic cnergre Of ccource, we didn't have with uc in the closct
any of the helpful paranhernclia menticned in the bock: copoer wire, o bar
magncet, a nyraaid,

Foolc oc we arce, e did not let thesce cxperiments die., Ia foct, they
becane nddictive, and w¢ repeated them and tricd new cxperincnts. So, if at
Balticon you hceer mufflced loughs or stranne convercotione from within locked
closcts, you know vhot's joing on incgide,

[oX

e I . . T . R )

an obsecrvation on COZMIC BALTICON by Rich Dixon

Stercaes

Brek in November, Libra sirtemus wos eleeted Brlticon Chairperscn, That
night long ~go the noon wrs in Libra, Herce we orc on Eecter weckend, and as
Balticon begins lother Moon is once ageoin in Librn. During the festivitics,
howcver, she moves into Scorpio, cizn of Vice=Chairpcercon Lee Snoirc,

Wheotever this ncens for Lee or aricmug, the ploncts bode well fer a

weekend of no snow, soulful serviee, ond gencral pascion,

Since thce invesion he had been consteontly depresced. The world scemed
an abyss; fist into nalm he rould pound and nound. He would rcmcaber as long
as he lived the Battle of the Block; and the Sicge of Pikesville, during
which to his horror Rick licff was unmcsked ac an alicn cpye. 4after the cone
qugot he'd go from bar to bar, numbly obgervins as if from afar his testes
beginning to change cos the alicns subtly altored the atuosphere. He devele
oped a predileection for feucle dmericnn Indicn motorcyclicts; cnee he-picked
up a Sioux whceler, Now thc sun wes sctting os he downed another beer, Scon
ice would be forming on the windchicld of his cor outcidee Dut cnc bit of
knowludge had of late been ignizing those old joyful firce within hing
spring was just around the corncr, aond it wag clmost tiwe for Balticon 101
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