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Editorial.

With this Bulletin B3.I.S. members will notice a
great and we horpe significant change. Previous Bulle
etins have been single. sheets containing little more
than a synopsis of the last meeting and the date of
the next. Even so, their production was a consider-
able strain on the single officer responsitle for
tnem, who had not only to collesct the material but
alse to duplicate the shests and address th: envel=
opes. Recently, however, three officers movad from
outlying districts to more central quarters in Lon-
don, and now find themselves in a position 50 produce
a considerably larger Bulletin, running, we hope, to
8 or 12 pages eventually. This Bulletin will contain
not only full reports of all meetings, but also many
other matters of current interest which would not be
suitable for the Journal. It is designed rarticularly
to interest the provincial members who it is felt
have been somewhat neglected in the past, though 1ot
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entirely shrough our fault and. still less
through cur desirs.

The contents of this Bulletin will vary con-
siderably, but it is intendzd to keep the balance
" on the non-technical and general side. We hope
to includ: biographical sketches, memberd' corr-
espendenca, library and affiliatec society rep-
orts and anrythinz =lse that seems of interest
and itopicality. Moreover, it is very probable
+hat the Bulletin willfecentain technical artvicles
which it would be too. expensive tc¢ print in the
Journal, 'i.giartieles. containing & largs number
of egquations and grarhs. These, wren they appear,
may be printed as a'separate supplement to the
Bulletin so that they can be filed¢ by the tech-
‘nical members and safely lost by 1 e non-tech-
ical. : :

. Ve dopei~thay 211 PTG inmexbers will write to
us criticising this Bulletin and raxking suggest-
ions for future iscueg.’ Please rercrber that this
is vour Society and it is up to ycu to sec that
it is rn as you.wish.
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Monthlv Illotes.
As many members will still be on 1kéeir holidays,
there will be no general meeting ir OSeptenber.
Details of the October mecting will be given in
the next Bulletin.

We are pleased to annouiice that aifiliation has
teen completed between the B.I.S. and the
Manchester Astronautical Associaticn.

Copies..of the Bulletin and Journal jof ~the i.I.S5:
are being sent out.wich.this Bulletin.
? e
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Report of the July Meetino.

The meeting en Sunday, July 17th. proved wnusually
interesting and had one of the best attendances vet.
Two members of Aour affiliated Manchester Societies
attended in the persons of Hessrs. Turner and Burgess
and helped to give our visitor an adequate and enthus-
iastic reception.

Mr Truax commenced his address bya few words of
greeting and went on to outline the development of the
present position in American rocket research. He
then describsd his swn work in an unpretentiocus but
satisfying manner which aroused tho cenest entiaus~-
iasm in his hearers. Great interest was cvineed din
the fuel-cooled motor he had brought with him..

After thanking the speuker ‘the meating was off=
icially closed to give members an opporiunity of
getting acquainted with Mr Truax and his motor, and
the whole affair finally concluded at a lats houtr in
a well-known Oxford Strect restaurant.

The speech and the aninmated discussion which
followed centered round two subjects - technicalities
and the organisation of ths A.R.S. Ve learned that
the change of title of ths American soclety had
brought ' in a number of more influential mewmbers in
thesscientificrand university world, but had also
raised certain difficultics. It was realised that
the problems of terrestrial rocket flight were
almost as difficult as those of space travel, so the
Society had further retractad its aims to high alti-
tude sounding rockets, but no-one seemed to want the
latter even if théy ‘wers completely successful. Ur
Truax emphasised that the title was entirely a matter
of policy and did not indicats a greater interest in
rockets than in Crossing cpace.

The A.R.S8. had found that the cost of expsriments
could be kept very low, rartly owing to tha cooperat-
ion of intérested industrialists. They had worked on
the principle of getting an experiment well started
and then appealing for funds if necessary. So far they
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had been very successful, as the etimulus of part-
ial achievement was very great. -

No attemp* had been made to meke the movement
a popular one, attention being given to the recruit-
ment of technical and influential rembers. For this
purpose solidly verified experimerial data carried
far more wzight than any amount of theorising, no
matter how brilliant..

Cn th= technical gside Ir Truaz explained the
operation of his water~cooled motor which was capable
of running for apparei..ly indefinite periods and
whose effi:ziency of combustien was so high that the
exhaust was invisivle. He hopes to test his latest
fuel-coolel motor on returning to fmerica.

VWith respect to“the wet-dry controversy, he
exrlained that the Americans has atandoned solid
fuels owiny to their danger and ineufficient energ
content. Ir Truax stated that an efficiency of 70%
had been obtained with solid fuels which makes the
change all the more supprising.

Besides experimen.iag with water cooling, Mr
Truax had heen successful in making ceramic linings
for.his £imping chambers and hoped to do so for the
actual jets. He made the linings by the simple
process of firing thermit and pouring off the molt-
en slag intc a mould. (A.R.P warders please note.)
The resulting alundum lining was extremely streong
and had to bte cast in the finished shape as no tocls
would touch it. This information skould be of consid-
erable value to the B. .5, when we test out our new
fuels.

A Reminder.

The progress of this Society, and the publication date
of the new .Journal, depend upon the promptness with
which members pay their subscripticns. If yours has
expired, the Treasurer will be very glad to hear from
Y OUe




