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Lth April 41958.

I'm havinr a hcctic time of it at the moment - so I'n
1dring thet yeou'll forgive the latencss of this issue. It's
~lmsct two years to the day since the first of the new series
gpge:red - and I don't think 18 issucs out of 24 months is

[

I've just finished a larger than usual RAMCLER, a book
talking blues WE'RE TALKING TO YOU, several broadsheets and
goon as I've ccmpleted the stencils for this I'11 be starting
AVILION. After this comes BRCOD, Pont....

O YW
s BV I )

Profescional writing is taking up o lot of time at present
too. With luck, I'll be able to try frec-lancing in scveral
month's time.

Apologies to anyonc who has written me a letter and has
ad no reply - it's difficult to keep a tag on every letter thot
I get and sometimes they get lost and I can't rcmember who sent
it etc. Great apologies to one Swedish fan who wrate to mc - I'd
like to write to you, mate, but I don't remember your name,

SFAIRA - I Pcel awfully gullty about this - Lars Helander's
magazine will be underwny Jjust as scon as I find time to do 1it.
The circulation's so much tigger than mine that 1t means lots lomng
duplicating time and the way things are at present I can only affo
t> dupe it where I do for an hour at the most. Sort of dupe and
run set-ur.

Heirh~-ho for the Good 0ld Days when I get-nbout compiling -
librery liste Lecnuse I hnd nothing else to do. Today by the way
iz Eacter Triday - it snowed heavily last night.

DAY THE DOMD is o slogan which maybe is worth consicdering.



TARZAN ADVENTURES BULLETIY

A shert review of the British
magazine.

Over the past few months, I have end

Tarzan

eavoured to get the

'life' into TARZAN that Alistair Graham had started to do before

he left.

According to the letters received, I have succeeded. But

unfortunately this has not been enough to

affecting almost every magazine in Britain.

8till goed, being the best of its type = D
was 3ix month's ago.

stop the rot which is
The circulation ig
i

ut it isn't what it

The Hogarth-style covers (one is illustrated averlea?f) have

been very well-received and Ken Lewis (the
been asked to do some more.

Stories still continue to have mainl
content. Recent %tales ropular with our re

artist responsible ) has

¥ a fantasy or junzle
aders were THE PURFLE

GALLZY, a long 'Sojan' tale, seriglised in 5 episodes, the 'Clifs

Jdorsh' stories written by Sydney J. Bounds

y the 'Handar the Red'

tales written 0y Jim Cawthorn and the XK. L. Bishop (me) junlge

Sstories,.

Jim Cawthorn's PERIL PLANET - a scie
strip in four episodes was immensely popul
some more similar strips.

There is, however, the danger of ove
so I don't plan on having too many s-tf typ

I am now running a series of science
reviews interspersed with other reviews.
including the four new Paper-®acks put out
with. L

Some time 280, I ran a column dealin
two-page spread with photographs of the Wo
of fanzines may help to attract new klood

Fan-artists illustrating regularly f
Cawthorn (now s full-bloocded pro, free-lan
Thomson.

Soen to be featured will be some of
strips - though not as much as we'd like.
haven't their old files of materigl. The
the Spanish edition which I am at present

Unfortunately we require no more sto
includes the regulars. Articles still acc
1,500 words. Address (not *o my home, ple
London, E.C.1. Address them to me.

The specimen of +the Tarzan cover wag
an original by Lewis and I think you'll ag
of work. Preving Bill as 5 real master of
becoming an art. - Uike Moercock. April

nce-fantasy adventure
ar and we hope to feature

rdoing the fantasy stuff
€ strips on the back pages.

~fantasy book and magazine
All the British ERB titles
by W.H.Allen will be deals®

Z wWith fand_om, also a
rldcon. Publishing addresses
into fandom.

or TARZAN include Jim
ce), Bill Harry and Arthur

the early Foster and Hogarth

Reason is that United Press
gtuff featured will be from
translating.

ries from ANYONE - that
eptable of 700 words or
ase) 33, Brooke Stree%,

drawn by Bill Harry from,
ree that 1t is a fine piece
a medium which is fast
1958.
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A few short reviews for
the convenience of new
readers, ;
- & : Mike Moorcock.

T

£LOY rrom Ron lennett, 7, Southway, Arthurs Avenue, Harrogate,

——

Yorks. Price 1/— per cony, 5/~ for 6. No. 12 now out,
‘This is fast becoming my favourite fanzine.

PLOY it is rumored, is gecing menthly so, the rumor says,
ig HYPHEN. - :

SomethinL had to be ﬁone when “'lana stoppeﬂ .going monthly
I suppose. - :

. Ploy, edited br one of Dritain's meoct active fans, 1s near
to being, in my estimation, Britain's No. 4 fanzine. It hos a
certain vitality which’ others of ‘its type lack. Ploy alvays hos
surprises and variety of course means surprlses.

CRION from Paul Enever, 97, Pole Hill Road, Hillingdon, Midllesex.
No price listed on No. 20 but 1if. you send 1/- I should think
1t will be OK._;f” , giuﬂ, S _,g“ -&ﬁ ; :

Another of my favouriteu, illustrcted throughout bv Atom.
Not such a good Derry story as-usual - well-writtem bLut not so
well plotted., PFanlights dripped egoboo for Durroughsiana - altho!
Crion and E'"lhna seem both to be dropping into the very abyass of
irregularity (as the preacher gaid) ((or was it the doctor)) (((Any-
way it was someone))). An interesting letter colomn was followed
by a very good book review by Sandy sandficld - Sandy can write a

good book review and unlike moat 1t kept me interested.
it .

Other fmnzlnes received with thanks: FLAFA s, FFM, SEXY VENUS, METRO-
PAM, VCID, HYPHEN, LETRIDUTION, PERIHELION, DLUE MOOW, Nuru, another -
Swuedish fmz which I can't remember, OFF-TRAILS, SCIENCE-FAOTASY NNEWS,
3IPED, MOTLEY, CARAVAN (not s-f from Lee Show, N.Y.) etc. etc. For
all those uncommentcd upon please accept the excuse that with. three -
amateur, one pro and geveral dSther Things to keen coing it is difficul



FilM  REV LAVE]
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MIZXE MOORCOCK
It 13 usual these days when describing a f£film whichk has a

West End showing to use a number of adjectives which have beccaoe
egpecially reserved for describing such films.

T/.RZAN AND THE LOST SAFARI is Hilarious.

I didn't laugh so much since - well, gince TLRZAN'S HIDDEN
JUNGIE.

Where can I start ?

With all those sp-convenient vines dotted about just where
needed and resembling just what they were - good strcng ropes ?
Nowhere else could these be found - only by a river or up a cliff
or frcom a tree from which Tarzan has to swing.

With the rubber crocodile ? Which looked mors like an
alligator - probably brough cheap from the pecple who made Huckle-
berry Finn.

With Targzan's now familiar vocabulary ?

dith his explanation of his birth in the jungle - "I was
razised ®»y Kerchack" 2

With the mangy lion suppesed, I gather, to represent the
'magnificent black-maned lion Jad-bal-ja' ?

Or with the plot 2

Han! Plot the studio laughingly calls it., Never
have I geen a film (even another TLiRZAN epic) which
wnderestimates the public's intelligence so much

Q\Z
ROPS/ oOn for the skill of §.J. Perelman - it overwhelr
me - but I'll ¥y my best.



The only worthwhile reasons for spending your 3/- or what
ever it is now - is for some decent shots of animais and Lfrican .
landscapes - obviously library sequences.

Back to the 'plot'. "3 1

Lbout an hour away from a release Irom tne - boredom of thls .
81 minute f£film, Roberst Beatty shows up. ;

How he has got into the country rlddled with bloodthlrsty
woad- bedecked extras who are called by the scrlpt-wrlters 'Opar-
ians' we're not told.

The Oparlans have several bad habits but show surpr1s1nglj
good taste in their intention to sacrifice all the cast apa.r+ from
Orlando Martins and Bob Beatty.

4any white man or woman entering Opar territory is sacrlflced
out of hand. 'Tusker' Hawkins (Mr. Beatty's alias for the purpose
of this £ilm) however, not only is tclerated by them but by adroit
use of hgpnotism (my only explantion) bosses them around for mos%
of the picture.

His taste obviously being marred by his sojourn in the
wilds, Mr. Beatty casts his rugged and droollng countenance in
the direction of Betta St. John who plays (it's all money, I
suppose) Diana Penrod.

Half way tkbough the picture, Hawkins corners her and gives
forth with approximately this dialogue:

"Howsabout you and me hittin' it off together baby ? I
know where there's a thousand years stock of ivory. Ieave these
poor bums - whaja say ?"

Betta, with a Iack of Guod Common Sense which would have
made her Pioneer ancestors turn in their graves, says:

"No dice brother, go take a dive in a snake-pit." (Several
of whlgh are liberally dotted about the set for use in forthcoming
movies

She is not, obviously, just playing hard to get and stalks
off leaving 'Tusker’ mus1cally grinding his teeth.

Naturally, Diana makes no mention ef this to the other
members of the party and they continue to put their trust in him
to get them out of these particular woods.

Yolande Donlan as Gamage Dean is meanwhile making one wonder
how she ever got married to four husbands if she can make passes
at nothing better than our current Tarzan. :

mventually they arrive at a certain gorge which they find
is blocked. Tarzan, his brain obviously doing overtime (I suspect
the gave up trying to teach him his lines at this stage) reasons
that Mr. Hawkins i1s not a Goed Man. He overpowers him and trusts
Dick Penrod (Peter arne) and Carl Kraski (George Coulouris) to



guard him while he scrzmbles up a convenient rope
to find another way out.

While he 1s away and we are being treated tc
some rather nice bits of ..frican scenery, the partr
is a2t last waylaid by the Oparians who
have been busily lurking in nearby busk
for most of the picture.

There is a way through the rocks,
a hidden passage.

O0f course.

after being yoked together, the
members of the lost safari (how they ge
lost is not explained) wind up in the
Oparizn village where we are treated tc¢
a brief sacrificial dance.

Tarzan in the meantime aas not, a.
we all hoped,decided that the party cou.
Zend for i1tself and gone home, but over-
towercd severazl native guards, disposecd
shem by chueckinz them in the convenient
gorge, captured a2 drum and, as soon as
aas set fire to the village with a light
'sic) beats out a message thst Hawkins :
e “he culprit. He, by the way, convenien-
forgot 211 he'd learned about drum messages while in the early par
of the »icture the Oparians were telling their buddies that Hawkir
was leading the whites int: a trap. The netives (why they didn't
do it to start wita beats 1e) turn on Hawkins as well as rushing t
save their villege - leaviag the captives unguarded. They're subs
guently rescued by ZTarz.

There 1s =2 bridge acriss e gorgh and Tarzan gets the party

zcross befcre it burns dowr {the whole set having been sozk n
Kcrosene ). Robert Beatty rans afier him and just as they 0

make it, the bridge crashed down leaving the two clinging
but unavle to climb it. The natives on the other side are j
about to hurl their spears wicn they decide 8
thoow one a2t Beatty who gurgZes hzppily =nd
into the gorge with a2 sigh of relief.

Now that Beatty is disposed of, the natl
allow Dick Penrod to rescue Zarzan and
hurl their spezrs as soon as he iz safe-
ly behind the rocks - betrayizg, =
suppose, a previously unsuspezted
humanitarian impulse - either tha% or
they were bplirded by the kerosene fumes.

ind so the party moves off iato i
the rising sun (an original twist ?2)—— ¥
leaving Tarzan to wave iis last goodbye....

THE ZND.

Ty —
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T N EY  sme0d
411 books by A,““lherrl'tt B~ X a
excluding THE .MOON POQL “tme~- = .
-THE FACE@IN ‘THE _AB¥SS &

THE METLL MONSTER.

Apply Witty Whitmarsh,

60, Rickken Hill,
Coulsdon, SURREY.

+ 4+ 4+ 4+ + o+ o+ o+ o+ 4+ 4+ o+ 4+ 4
BOOKS ON GLELIC and
FLSCISM for research
purposes only (I'm
not a fascist ) apply:

Alistair Graham, 18,

Perr%mead St., Fulhgm,

S.W.6.

i i T S S T SR S T S S S S =
Inexpensive books by

L. S. De Camp and also

copics of the Nyberpg-

De Camp !'Ceonnnhwtales,

also ursently wonted

books on Mythology and
. Folklore, Fclkmusic

ete. ?spcc1~71y intcrested |

in Renyoré the Fox legcnda,
Teutonic TRomodee and Mrthcology..
.C&ltlc Rumknce and mythol soy.
sIrishieords . oferesurrection.
‘rpply D b2 ?oorcuck,/BG Scmiy
o4 h‘d" rJP m’""Lhn‘%n, So\-io160_:
‘(POLJ.u:&s 8161). o8 ? 2

3-,;+++-l—4--k+—l—‘-‘ 'd+++-k+++
34-TED 411 copies of D'onin.
B mnc 16/ anT A7z~ Milling
to pay 64. o piecec for good
copius. Have mony Science-Fict-
ion booke POR SALE, Brndbury,

Hcinlein, Verne etc, and 2lso

~ few Avon Pantasy neaders.

Will take B'onias and other

ERT fanzines aprt from ERDania
in pnrt exchnur Ce APply Pcte
monsfield, 44, “'hiteford hond,
sicuzh, Ducks,

ANTOUICEMERTS = -

S

If you are interested in folkmusic

“RAITLER from the scome address -os
e mngazine prints ﬁrticlcg ~.of

i alt klndg shout-£olkmusic anéd tthe
current: £olkmasic’/sceane in Englond,
Contents of No, 14 (now out of print)
included articles about Spanish
music, the negro baman Stoackolee,
Jazz, Dominich 3ehan, the Irish
folksinpger and other features, No,
15 for M~y 1958 will cost 3ad (5d.

by post) anc subscripticns are3/-
for 42 icsucs or 5/- far 12 by post.

Drocdsheets (EASTER REDELLION ! FOGGY
7'y QUAIL HUITER'S DLUES, JESEE
J.MES, TIE TORRI:GTON VICOTYR etc.)
are nvailable at 14, each from this

cddress,

Imce n month, a book of six songs
written or sung by well-known folk-
singers is issued, this is price
Fid: ond prlnts only the text. The
first - WE'RE TA.JKTNG TO YOU, ~a
book of talking blues, is now out

- of print nnd we. expect the next

. .onc to go as fast ns the first,

Sub rotes. arc gome as RAMDLER and
this book is morc or less o supple-

amdnt to RAMBLER.

AVILION ~ s00n out we hope - will
cater for the mythology f£an. Articles
will bc on a variety of subjcets far
the first issue. Price 1/- - orders
but not money naccepted - pay on
receirt,

DROOD IS COMING! Details lnter,

Alvertising in any MJMzine is free.-
To privatc adverticers that is.
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THE CGREAT LIOI MAN SVTIIDLE!

by Archie Merccr,

LIt s b - iciciagma at > g 3
JLe o1 thc critlcigms mest often levellea againgt Edpar Rics

~urrLurag ic tunt his plots are predictnble. This, of course, is
a0t neccgesnrily ~ weanknesg - it 211 cdevends on whnt sort of stor;
ong's Jerling witne Some types af story would moke the interest

ali,e .n vhether; ERD stories usunlly ainge simply on how 9

Anywey, to my mind, the most disaoppointing Tarzan story I've
wver read, if not the most disappeinting of 21l ERD's stories, is
sue in which he = apnarently deliberctcly - runs of course, naban-
2ons his plot in midstream and fails to substitute an acceptable
“lternotive - foils, cne might almost cay, to plot the climax of
thesvsoknatnaldl,

The book in quection being TARZLLS LD THE LION LN
4

The story ovens with a ghort chaptcr taking place in a
Hollywood gstudio office, thot is prcetty near gatire with its
type~-cagst magnate, yes-men etc, but is strictly relevont to
the (genuine) plot. The project is to shoot a jungle picture
to end all jungle pictures, right in the heard of the least
civilised part of ..frica thot can be found. .nd the opening
cheptcr=scene cffectively lounches it on its way.

The director of the £ilm, who 1is also the boss of the
expcdition, is a touchish character named Tom Orman, who has
already nnd Junglc cxpericnce. There are several other fectured
male characters tagrging along, of whom the only two esgentail to
the plot are Dill West, a personablc thouch shy photographer,
and Stanley Qbroski, o magnificent hunk of beefeccke who is in
%cggal fret o firgt-clasg coward, and who is the Lion lMan of the

itle.

Mere arc two women along with the expcdition: the star and
acr underctudy, The star, Nacmi Madison, 1s a gspoilt darling;

.

-

+ o koo Lor The LiGd AN oy The good llercer. Translation Ior con
veniwnee of Zuslish readers.,

3



Rhonda Terry, the uncerctudy, on the cther hrnd, ic presented to
us in ccutrasting light as very much of 2 good Thing, and an asget
t> the cxpedition - nnd is, of course, the story's mnin heroine,

SO0 we have the expedition, weighed down with scund trucks
and alls.rte, ploughing into the henrt of virgin Africa with ~n
cscort of Megroes and Lirabs. The negroes comprigce armed asknris
2ad acavy-duty labourers., The arabs are all mounted, and seem to
fnve been taken along purely for the sake of the - original as
always - plot; they scem to have no function as regards the exped-
itizn whatsoever,

Their purpose, plotwise, is scon to become apprrent though.
’reliminary shooting of the film tckes placc all along the trail,
~aut the film=-p lot involves an old map purporting to show the way
tS o certain Valley of Diamends. The map is an acutnl genuine
Sspecimen, found in a Los .angeles junk-shop, whicl the seript man
aung ais story arcund, and the actors stagc scenes in which hhey
try tc steal it Prom cach other. The Arnbs, however, don't quite
uncerstand what's going on - only one of them speaks Dnglich and
not very well - ~nd think it's genuinc. So they take the oppor-
tunity to abscond, taking with them the map AND the sirls - the
latter both as qualified map-readers nnd as poteutial trade-goods.

That, howevcr, is o comparatively minor mishop: things are
going rapidly haywire oll along. An untamed cannibal tribe through
whose territory the expedition is passing takes a dislike to them
and attacks them sporadically ns they go. During one of thesc am-
bushes, Stanley Obroski the Lion iMon runs off and hides, and gets

left behind in comsequence. Orman has started drinking too much
and drives the negro labourers with a lash - which they don't
appreciate, and eventually desert in a body.

There is also a tribe of gorilla-men, ruled by o mnd bio=
logist known as "God", who live in the Valley of Di-mons - yes,
you guesssed it, the map just happened to be of the same locality
- which Jjoins in the fun. And - did I hear anybcdyr mention
Tarzon ¢ Yes, he's around - after all, it IS his book - keeping
a benevolently disinterested eye on things. Jad-Bal-Ja, his
Gilcen Lion, is with him - the latter is in fact introduced to
the Lion Men, who is of course terrified of the beast but even
more terrified to run away from his rescuer (Tarzon, who else 9)

So we have the following parties, all chasing each other
rounc the jungle: the expedition mein body, the 'Lion Mon', the
two wemen, the Arabs, the hired negroes, the cannibal tribe, the
gorilla-men (in at least ®wo rival factions), Tarzan and Jad-Bal—
Jo. And for several chapters they variously contrive to capture
cach cther, rescue ench other, wipe each other out, and generall~
perrorm a sort of unmusicnl chairs. Eventunlly the situntion sorts
itself out with the absconded .irabs and negroes all virtually )
annihilated, the remains of the expedition reunited except for Rhonda
3ill West, and the 'Lion Man' (who's got lost again), Rhonda in the
hends 2f the Gorillo-men, Tarzan off to the rescue, and Dill - who
loves Rhonda, in spite of certnin misuncerstandings thot hove arisen
betwcen them - swcaring to follow,



There - we have it., All the ingre-
diegnts of a typical ERD-type tale. All is
now get for the thrilling climax, which
must surcly follow as nipht follows day.
Raonda in durance vile threantened with a
fate even worse than TH.T, DBill will obv-
iocucly ccme to her aid in the nick of time
cnd they'll escape togetner., The 'Lion Mon!
meanwalle will be placed in such a position
tant uu atc to perform some deed of superlative
daring in cpite of aimself, or seem to -~ probably
connecteld withh Jad=22l-Jo, to whom if you remember
ne ang Leen intr:duced, J=-B=J aprears in campt, \
Sianley walks up to ailm cond tellshim to scat, J-3-J scats as per
cchelulc, gometaing like that - so tant Naomi adison (who nos
nlready redeemed herself during the expedition's Dark Doys) can
211 rneppily into the arms of a Man., There is one final glorious
free-for-all during which Tarzan covers the retreat of everybody
tlee, nnd then they 21l live happily ever after. Simple, and
cmiunently satisfying.

I know thrt. You know thnt., ERD knows thrt, Dut he's
rccling in one of his antiscecicl moods thrt aftcernoon. JAcaczah,
ne mutters, to hell with it all. To hell with the readers tco,
Let's do something DIFFERENT today.

So thc story turns sharp left - or possibly right - and
continues in an cntirely diffcrent directiom.

Bill #est, having spent 2all night trying to climb an escappme:
rctires defeated and rejoing the exredition, toking ne further
sigmificant part in the action. Tarzan indeed penetrated to the
gorilla-men's city, helped by their domestic strife, and rescues
Rhonda in as thrilling a2 sequence as one could wich for, returning
her ultim~tely to the cxpedition unhrrmed. Not however, before
gshe's been abducted by yet another surprise party to
the action, a renegade mob of sub-stondard gorilla-
men from the other side of the valley - having, I
T should say, no connection withthe civil war

”&C§ among the gorilla-men proper. These renegadec
ﬁ%i N include a becutiful and intelligent humaon-type

\\"\

W

Wirl, whom Tarzan captures - whereupon she
AR SaTS that by the loaws of her tribe she is his
% nd changes her allegiance accordingly, thus
~ Macilitating the repatriation of Rhonda. Thi
EMwild girl also comes along with the expedidic
Sl W ings provigionally paired off againct the
Nl Trish arsistant-director, naome of Pat QfGrady
‘ @y“\Tho Jad-3Bal-Ja angle is abandoned altogether,
so is Stanlgy Cbroski - exept that Tarzan's
feats are put down to him after he has suppos
gone mad, the two bcing somewhrnt like. He
gventunlly dics in the Jjungle.




And Rhonda eventually married Orman. He has, acmittedly,
redeeme himsclf to o certain extent, having sworn off drink and
broken the remaining bottles once it was finally trouch home to
him where he was leooding them, and thereaftur having laboured
mgghtily to pull taings togothor apgnin., Nevertheless, he has a
hell of n lot on his conscicnce, nnd he's certoinly no fit
husband for such o girl, Still and all, Hollywood being Holly-
w.od, it mny not lagt - there is thot,

ANCG thus, by means of a combination of sleifht-of hand,
antil-climox ~nd positive misdirection of the reader, Edsnr Rice
—urr.ushis hre Lrought the story to a esnelusion - any resemblnance
Sctween which nnd the ccnclusion it QUGET to have had being
purely ccincidentnal. But there is still room for another chapter,
22, ¢till in his anti-social mood, he writes one - which is pure
gntire throurhout, Torzan pays o visit to Hollywood, He hears what
ang boeime of his ncquaintances of the expedition - the wild pirl
inciZentally nas Decome an overnight success. Then he hears that
e f the studiocs ig casting for -~ new Tarzan film - ne's livine
inccrmnito - and an ~cquaintance persuddes him tc toke on audition
I.r the title role, He is turned down - not the type they're

otling for at all - but accepts inctead the part of o white
Quntcr who hoe to be rescued from o "wild" lion by the picture's
Trrzen - an ex-adagio-dancer, Something poes wrong, the lion
chnrzes out of turn, and Tarzan gees inte his lion-killing routine
Ly force of habit. He then gets fired on the spot, for killing
tic gtudio's best lion. '

Taken by itself, the chapter ie pgreat fun. Token og an
epilogue to a Tarzan book, it's unusuecl, but definitely to be
commended,

But coming as it does after the almighty fizzle-out of the
gtory proper, it's almoast complctely wastcd., The stery annoyed
me and I juct can't apprecinte thnt kind of thins when I'm annoyed,

7% - \.
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Thet kind of thing would never be permitted to happen on
Jrrgoomd '

- .rchie Mercer,



A FILM GUVIEW BY ALAN DODD

gack Finney's horrifying little
sericl ccmec to the screen ags a sweatin;
feverisn story loced wita frustration
and more than a touch of panic, It
builds up slowly climake after climox,
with a maddening slowness, With infini
paticnce as if exploining to an idiot
child the film unfolds a story that to
the average layman, unfamiliar with
the basic plots of science-fiction,
must have found uncanny in its concealed
menace,

+ The action takes place in a small
Californian town where a young doctor
has returned from a medical convention
to find the people of his town are
claiming that the other half are impos-
ters., There is nothing anyone can
put their finger on. But vpeople have
changed. OQutwardly they remain the
same. But they seem to have = no
emotion.

Unknown to the doctor and nis girl
friend some gseeds from space have landed
in a. nearby farmer's field. These pro-
duce a pod. A pod the size of an elong-
ated medicine-ball. One of these pods
ig placed in the basement of each house,
It bursts at night, And like an embryo
bursting from a womb with a glittering
froth of bubwles a duplicate of the persor
above is concegived, An exact duplicate,



‘Then the victim sleceps, so the duplicnte talkcs over,
absorbing the cells and the mind, leaving the perecn unchanged
physically, scve for his now non-exigtent humonity. There is
no gricft. o hoppiness., o lLove. Wo haote. o feeling.
Nothing,. and the whele town from Chief of Police to local
peychiatrist is in the grip of thig ~ll-powerful life-force,

The doctor ~ad hiz girl friend orc soon the sole sur-
vivors of the pods and suddenly appcaring holf-finished bodies
and they attemmnt to lenve towvm in their car but ~ gorage

aticndant is seen unlocking the boot. Halfway =2long the
highwoy they stop.

A twin pnir of pods hoas been placed in tae beot!

These ~re hurled into the roadway and ignited with 2
flare that the doctor appears to keep in his car as part of
his ordinary medical equipment.

Pursucd by ~ mob of tovnspeople, 2ll shrieking with
the fury of a lynch-mob, but celling out Dromises of no harnm,
the couple take refuge in o derelict mine where the mob run
back and forth over the rickecty boards thn~t conceal their
hiding place.

But the girl ig tired. And goes to sleep. And when
the doctor returns from 2 scouting cexpedition he find he is
kissing o THIZG. A THITG like all the rest of the inhnbitants
of Sonta Mira. -

He staggers from the drnrkened mine into the night to
the screams of the girlts "Rill him - Xill Him! Don't
let him get AvAY!"  The gount conyon is studded at once
with a myriad of hunting shopes. Sleepless for two nights
and exncusted completely the doctor flees until he gtagrers
onto the moin highway from town. "Leacve nim, ¥ orders the
chief pursuer, formerly one of his friends, 'Nobody'll believe
rimet

And nobody dJoes.

neeling drunkenly mid the glare of ccuntless cars'
hecdlights reflecting to and from the concrete highway he
boundes between one cor and another. Like a dworf nounding
on a window pane he is lost mid the curses of the drivers in
too much hurry to stop. He clombers $o the back of the pas-
sing lorry but recoils in horror as he sees the baci ic now
loaded with the very pods he has come so far to leave,

4% the hospitcl hz is humoured 2~s insane, 3ut then
o man is brought in who has been involved in an accideunt.
He had to be duz out from a pile of the very pods the
doctor had mentioneCicececees

CONTINUZD OVIRLTAR



The smoll-town atmosphere of tuis film, mcode moinly
on location is rcemarkebly well captured and the feverish
excl Besent<notnt inzMn & scries@df crimnxesiig well tbralifs
out, Specinl effects are kent to o minimum ané horror is
produced out of the crédinary onéd out of the everyday. There
is the congtent feeling that you are watching alone, surr-
ounded by icdiots, nand only YOU arc capable of understanding

1e ture reality of what is going on. A Tew nmay not have
the potience to watch such o story unfold, but for Shose
that do there is a wealth of terror in every tiny incident.
Look carefully, °
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RETAIBUTION, No. 7. From John Berry and Arthur Thomson,
31, Cnnpbell Park Ave., Belmont, 3elfast, 1I. Ireland., 32
nages + supolement fouwr nages. 36 pages in all.

Tais icsue, in my opinion, is the Best et Yet -
particularly liked Dob Shaw's .. CHLFKCT CF .3 GHOST and
archie ilercer's TDAIL OF THE RACGUT HUNTZR.

Why it should be the BRY I don't kncw, but it
certainly is - the INON-SHAVER MYSTERY was milder berry
than usual but Just as good as usual, An excellent
issue 2ll round.

BRE Poclet Book RECOIFENDATION

RETURH TOETCI=m . B LeRon Hubbard. Panther book 1957.
Frice from most newszgents - 2/-,

Thatever else you say about Hubbard = you must admit
that he can tell a good story, a story which will keep you
interested from start to finish.

In a way thls book is reminiscent of Leigh Brackett's
THZ STARMEN. It has the some '"spacemen-are-a—race—-opart!
them running through it, although for different reasons.

Alan Corday, the central character, is shonghoied
aboard THR HO'ND OF HEAVEYW, skippered by a Nemo-like
personcge by the name of Captain Jocelynm.

Nemo's presence in the author's congeious or sub-
conscious mind is very apparent but Jocelyn is a2 good
character - the best, perhons, in the book.

I can thoroushly recommend this book and I enjoyed
it from ctart tc finish. rell-mortih getting with an ending
I didén't empect.
I'.‘Iike .
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