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ELOQUANT FXCUSES: It seems certain to me that CINDER, the wonderfully dependable
monthly magozine, is not due to rccever its former frequency
until one of my sparsc rich uncles kicks the bucket and leaves many times $3.90
to mc. When I first.purchésed the letter-sized steneils, which: proved so en-
tirely unsatisfactory,:it seemed to me that $2,40 for a quire was a hell of a
high price, and that I would indeed have a tough time making ends mect at ten
conts per stencil. So when I inquired as to the pricc of legal-sized steneils
at my father's officc (where supplies generally come at less cxpence) I had num-
Srous misgivings as tq the price. - Certainly, vy worst foars have been realized.
Three dollars and ninety cents is far too much. In fact, as I type this I'm won-
dering as to how I'll manage to successfully stecal a quirc of stencils from Spring- °
ficld Office Supply. I don't have any stencils here.

The above paragraph was written as first draft about a month ago, and since then
I've acquired twenty-four stoncils for Springficld Office Supply. No,; I didn't
make it out of the store with a quire of unpaid-for stencils. In fact, I didn't
cven try. The fact that these gems of mimcograph reproduction werc purchased with
perhaps ill-gotten money docsn't bother me in the least cither. No, I didn't rob
a bank cither, although I must admit that ot times the temptation was almost over-
powsring. I held off though, and turned to winning moncy in roker games., A haul
of slightly morc than $20 in two weeks was a happy ons, so T deposited most of it
in the bank toward my driver!s liccnce, and used part of the rest to purchasc one
quire of AB DICK 1160 legal-longth steneils.  And by Ghu, they only cost me $2.60.
When I observed tho price on the package I immediatcly bought them, if by chance
sonie poor incompetent (thesc poor incompetents do come in handy at times, you
know) had marked the price $2.60 instead of an actual $3.60. The purchase of pa-
per still prescnts a problem since onc hundred fifty copics of this issue arc be-
ing printed. S

I don't expect the mimcography this time to be cxactly devastating either.. With
thosc lotter-sized things, blotches of ink in gay profusion are a sure bet. Also,
The Wilimezyk Press is definitely not the best of mimeographs, lacking good re-
tainer pads, a counter, and featuring an imprcssion roller that secems to attract

_ink. Ted White's ideas will definitely be adhcrcd to as far as rimeographing this
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green monster egses. The prices of paper, ink, corfiu (one of the bisssr expenses),
and pestage must also be teken into account. All of this summarized, and I must
shivver in the wake of the annual issues of CINPER you are probably destined to
recslive. My anclogies, of coursc, but, being a mere high school Junicr, I have
arvery finided Budges,

And T'm afraid I ecan't deny that my interest in fanzine publishing has dropped
considerainy, Cthcrwise, I'm surc that I.would surmount my monctary probleums
even av the risk of going hopelessly into debt, As a good cxample of my loss of
interest tlease note that CINDER #12 wes finished about mid-way through May but
wasn 't maited until late July. Also, L have piles of unanswered letters and re-
jocted contributions lying arcund, sincc I never remembered to buy postage stamns.
I nover was interested in writing letters to cverybody, but my intercst in CINIER
was very high about the time #'s 10 and 11 appeared., Harry Warner forcwarned mo
many menths back that publishing with such furious frequency would sap on my in-
tercst, and, bighod, he was right!{ My primary intcrest lics now in reading

fmz and occasiorally writing a letter of comment or article.

The talented author of ™Jung and Thoughtless" informed me (to my suprise) that he
was just itching to writc arother installment of the column, and that pretty soon
the current instaliment would not Zongcr be timely, He said that if I Aidn't pub-
1lish protty soon, he would rclocate the column. Aren’t you sorry I published, Wal-
ter DBrecn, and other hopeful fanedsT? I-know Walt wants the column, tut his pub-
lishing schedule isn't wmuch betier than minc, and I personally think it's worses
I just assume other faneds would be intercsted, such as perhaps Bergeron, Pauls,
and Ryan. But tough 1luck, boys, "Jung" in away "made" CIN, and I'm not about to
1ot little triflcs like lack of money and interest prevent me from receiving fur-
her installments of said gem,

Ted White was supposed to come through with another installment of "Uffish Thots"
this time, but I gave him no warning as to when to get it to me (primarily because
I didn't know mysclf when I would be publishing). If it comes in before I mimeo-
graph, I'1l tack it on after the lecttercol. I also asked him to pass on a request
for material to Terry Carr, but Mr Bright Young Pro never came through either.
But, what the hell, I can't afford to print too much material anyhow.

And I didn't even contribute to the 14th N'APA mailing.

A TRIP TO HELL GONE OVER: Bob Jennings sent rme the D Bruce Berry Story, as he
did many others, but from what I've read on it thus-

far, my reaction was not in accordance with the rest of fandom's. Actually,

I've read but two dissertations on the publication, but being that they are quite

similar, and that this sort of thing is what I expected before having read either

corment, I have a fecling the romainder of fandom will discuss the subjcet simi-

larly. Specifically, I have read Chuck Wclls' and Buck Coulson's comments on

A Trip To Hell by Bruce Berry and published by Bob Jennings and used as black-

mail (well, almost) by George Willick, a person I thought quite a bit of until

now., .

The report contains suitallec evidence that a relation did exist between Earl Kemp
and Brucc Berry, and thai Berry spent scme time in court and in a mental hospital,
Actual evidencc that Komp committed the crimes discusscd is nonexistant, and I
suppose we're supposcd Lo takz Bruce!s word for it as Jonnings, Cascio, and Wil-
lick did. I'm afraid that for my own good I'm gcing to take his word for it un-
til I am confrunted with ovidince thot I fecl proves thoat Earl Kemp really is

a Good Jog afterall. Olherwisc, being that I am not acquaintcd with the period



during which these incidents supposcdly tock place, the only intelligent thing I
can do is to watch my relations with Kemp, 2nd since I've never had any previous
relations with him, I doubt either of us will be particularly hurt by this turn
of events.

Now, I'm not the fuggheaded individual that Jack Cascio is, so I won't take this
as a true documented report. I'm open for proof of Earl's moral, and will listen
to what anyone but Earl has to say about it. Thus far, however, no one has given
other than a sketchy sort of "proof". They've said, in essence, it's impossible,
so don't you believe it. This is not for me, so let's here it about Kemp, and
about Berry.

CRACKIING KRACALIK: Since in the case of letters such as yours it is
the best thing to do, I'11 take your points up
one at a time, refuting them soundly at each stop. Perhaps the fact that you
have had little contact with fandom, and have shrugged off what little contact
you've had as not being any good because it didn't satisfy your passionate in-
terest and desire for horror movie articles, is relevant to the discussion. Ap-
parently because CINDER doesn't carry on continuous discussions of science fic-
tion, I am dead before I start in your opinion. I don't really give a damn what
you think, but the things you say demand some defence.

First of all you ask me what the purpose of CINDER is, and I believe the answer

is simple enough. I am attempting to publish a fanzine which will both pro-

vide some fun and entertainment for myself but will also be found interesting by
other people, I don't give a damn whether stf is discussed or not, and it seems
that most of my readers don't either, as youms is the first complaint.I've re-
ceived on this point. The idea of adding something to the stf field is ridiculous
in my opinion. If you don't enjoy my efforts it's your privilege to tell me so,
and request that I stop sending you the magazine, I'll be most happy to do so.

Well to disprove one of your points, I'll name twelve: YANDRO, KIPPLE, WARHOON,
DYNATRON, VCID, BANE, CINDER, MAELSTROM, BUG EYE, SI-FAN, DISCORD, XERO. Now
you'll jump up and scream that CINDER doesn't contain discussions of stf, but

it most certainly does., So do 99 44/100ths of the fanzine being published to-
day. The fact that other subjects are also discussed is not considered a sin by
any but the very few, and if they don't likk it, why don't they do something ab-
out it? What do you think you're contribubing to fandom with your LUNAR LOCK,
which is still a projected fanzine? What does fandom need with a fanzine which
does not only not contain straight discussion of stf, but alsc has not appeared
even once, Believe me, if most of fandom did not like the state of affairs it
woulld not be this way. Any fan has within his power to submit something to the
mailboxes of other fans, and he may put in it anything he pleases. -Fandom is
this way because fen chose it to be this way. Trends can change, and the stf
trend changed to the "discussion" trend.

There was NOTHING fannish about Al Wood's column in CIN 10, Can't you read?
The lettercolumn contained the material it did because the readers chose to

"chatterMabout these things. They thought the subjects were worthwhile, so your
opinion is incorrect,

From your opinions I can only assume that you feel that everyone else is wrong.
CINDER is getting worse, not better, simply because you don't like it,

You liked #47 What stf material was there in #4? None. Just two hooror stories.
I'm afraid that your great bias towards horror is showing through. You shot



because.it

holes in your previous opinions when you macde that statement.

I started publishing during the height of the comic craze, and felt that 1y
readers wanted material on comics. Yeur statement that #4 had "substance and
reason” simply stems fronm your en’oyment of horror. You liked it, therefore
it had "substance and reason". Faulty rcasoning, I think.

My statemen’ akbout neofen downgrading CINDER and upgrading their own efforts
does nct apply simoly to Dohler, although his remarks brought it on. It applies
to you, too. You've been touting LUNLR LCOK for some time now; I'm anxious to
see it -- it must be a gem.

REAIM OF FANTASY is a crudzine becouse Jack puts very poor material into the
bulk of it. A crudzine is = leusey fenzine, and I'm afraid REAIM fits thot
description to a tee. If Jack doosn't get any good material, he shouldn't
publish. Jack thinks the stuff is good, and even if he didn't it wouldn't

be much of a defence to say thet he can only use what he has. Anybody who gets
good material can publish a good fanzine.

Well, I haven't ignored any of Kraeslik's points, with exception: of his remark
on my being a "fannish conformist", which I can only denic, not refute, since

I am only unaqueinted with this term and what it involves. It is probably
merely a term Kracalik used to degrade me, since I disagree with him, and I
don't publish Fseicnece fiction® (AK's word for horror) material. The above

must scem muiddled and incoherent to you, since it does to me. But the POOr-
ness of my recent grade's in school tells me that I should be doing schoolwork,
and not oven writing this. Thercfore, I certainly cantt take too much time with
SO

I get the distinct impression that Allen G (for Ghoul -- he told me once) Krac-
alik is primarily ticked off becausc I don't accept his material, whieh he
thinks is great.

TEMPTATION: I am greatly tempted to leave the reamining space blank,
and very wcll mey do so, but there are a few things to say
before leaving you for another interminable length of time.

First off, this issue will be run through N'APA, minus Landon Chessney's nice
cover (I only ditto'd 100) and with one page upside down in many copies, as

a fulfillrent of my requirements for this year. I'm dropping out because I
don't fecl much like publishing-enymore, and because I have to pay $3.60 just
to be a member. They're tuiniii=g of raising NFFF ducs, and I'11 be damned if
I'11 vay more to be & wenber ol an orgonization I'm not much interested in any-
more, 2

=

5)

The next CINDER will be published when I'm damn well ready to publish it. Some
kind person might specd up this process by sending me frec of charge a brand

new clectric mimcograph (with a counter!). If such a thing happens, your chances
of secing morc of CINDER are considerably better. However, until then T'11

have to sctile for Frank's rustic mimco, and you'll have té settle for infre-
quent appearancas of CINDER.

Complete gafia may be forthecoming, but I hope not. I'm afraid I might as well
start sending money for fanzincs, sinee CINDER doesn't seem to be much of a
trading vehicle enymore. Til then, this is the long lost fan saying goodbye
to the notorious unlucky number "{3",
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Buck Coulson's sale inspired me to this most excellent method of making money,
and I thank him heartily. No orders under a dollar, All orders under two dol-
lars: include a penny a fanzine to help pay postage. First come, first served.

25¢: NEW FRONTIZRS #1, 3 (Norm Metcalf), and SATA #11, 12, 13 (Bill Pearson)

20¢:s FAMOUS MONSTER -~ FORRY ACKERMAN (Larry Byrd and Ron Haydock)

15¢: SUN SPOTS #23 (Gerry de la Ree), MACABRE #6, 7, 8, 9 (Joseph Payne Bren-
nan), CINDER #7, 8, 11 (Larry Williams), YANDRO #95-114 (the Coulsons)

10
GOLDEN APPIE #2, 3, 4, 5 (Dean Grennell)__é PARSECTION #3-9 (George Willick)
*SKOAN* #14 (Biff Dermon) .- CIN #3, 5 (Ed Gorman)
GAUL #3, 4, Vol2#i, 2, 3 MIRAGE #4 (Jack Chalker)

" BUG EYE #7, 8, 9, 10 (Helmut Klemm) SI.FAN #4 (Jerry Page)
TERROR #5 (Larry Byrd) - - CAMBER #12, 13 (Alan Dodd)
PSUEDO-KIPPLE (Peter Graham)

ST FIVE-YEARLY #3 (Lee Hoffman)
ALTER-EGO #1, 2, 3 (Jerry Bails)
' 2¢
LYDDITE % ;-2 413 QUINTIFIER 1
SKUDGE 1-4 : : SILVER DUSK 1
FANTA SE CRY 155
INTROSPECTION 4, 5 WILD 1, 5
AYE 5.31 F BULLZINE 43
ISCARIOT 2, 3 - : .COMICOLLECTOR 2, 3, 4, 6, 7
FANAC 71-84, 86 SHAGGY 58, 59, 60, 61

"REBEL 1, 2, 3 SHAGGY HOLIDAY ART SUPPLEMENT 3
TIGHTBEAM 10, 11, 13, 14 CUTWORM 2
DYNATRON 4-7, 9-12 SQUIRE 1
PARADOX 7 - : FADAWAY 14
OBELISK 1, 2, 3 SATHANAS 1, 2, 3
BRAMBLE 1, 2 SOUTHERN FiN . 9, 10
DARK STAR 1 MIAFAN 1, 3-7
THRU THE HAZE 8, 14, Vol2#1, 2, 4, 6 LES SPTNGE 5, 6, 9
GAMBIT 44, 47 MAELSTROM 7, 8
KOTA 1, 2 ] ABANICO 1, 2
EOKIN 3 & APE 1, 2, 3
PILIKIA 6, 7 BEAST 5
CONNSTIPATION = BEDLAY 1, 2
WRY BREAD 66 . EEYOND 1
FUN WEEBKLY 8, 9, 10 BLOB 1
ISHBAH &4, 5 INERTIA 1.

SF PARATE 9, 10 EFP NEWSLETTER 1
BULLSHIRT 1 FANFARONADE 2, 3

MIMSY Vol2#1 HAMMER 1
COMIC ART 1, 2, 3 JACK-HIGH 2-9 ‘

TNFF Vol 20#1, 3, 5, 6, Vol21#2, & KEY TO THE TERMINOLOGY OF FANDOM
PELF 1 EGOBOO £ DAY FROM ALL OVER 2
VOTISHAL 1 NEFFER'S GUIDE TO CURRENT FANZINES
HAVERTNGS 11, 12 WER Vol3 43, 4

STAR*DUST 1 FLYER 1, 3, 5

CoES, 6.7 C/NDY ¥ 4

HKLPLOD 2 COUNIRY MUSTIC FANFARE 1, 2
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I'm not certein whether or not Zditor Williams pictures me as a meek old fan, so
whithered by years in fandom that the "blasts at (my) anonymity" have shaken me
from graying hair to flattening feet. Let me hasten to assure him that nothing
could be further from the truth. I certainly wasn't blasted, befuddled or be-
leaguered, but rather a little bemused, and very busy. All the pertinent let-
ters were noted, and I found them more annoying than caustic. For one thing,

I hordly expected Ted Pauls to inject into any sensible argumont that old, mun-
dane rvle-of-thuymb, to the effect that anonymity can be instantly associated with
"lack of conviction". Why this is assumed, I couldn't say, but I assure reader
Pauls that while certain of my opinions of fandom have changed over the years, my
convictions have wavered little.

By admitting to his "personal quirk", lr Bergeron is at least a bit more honest,
but I find his reasoning faulty; if I publicly state that I consider WARHOON the
finest fanzine of recent years, does it follow that I would allow my subscription
to lapse? As for Mr Plott's insinuations: I think anyone who failed to consid-
er the possibility of lawsuit would be an utter fool -~ but, to me, it's only a
consideration, not a fear, Were I to libel, no doubt the offended person would
find it a relatively small task to persuade Mr Williams to reveal my identity;
and any court of law would look with less favor upon the anonymous libeler than
his more forthright counterpart. In any event, I prefcr to rely on somewhat
better sense than to be legally responsible for faaannish matters, fun in their
place, but hardly macroscopic.

Originally 1'd said that I didn't sign this column for two rcasons: the percep-
tual bias that accompanies association, and simple amusement. I s5till believe
in the first, and the CINDER lettercolumn indicates the appropriatencss of the
second. As yct no one has prescnted a valid objection to the practice of anony=-
mity in general, or to mine in particular, so I sec no reason for weakening now
and acquiring carly a reputation thot my convictions are likely to bend under
pressure. It's like the girl said: "I'd like to go along with you, but I have
my reputation to consider."

* % ok ok ok ok

In those halycon days when thc scicnce fiction publishers could enjoy something
of a wary optimism, the necofan's assimilation to the fanzine elcment of fandom
was relatively painless. The csoteric terms might confuse, and the ingroupish-
ness mildly rebuss; but in the midst of it all the newcomer could pass over
"WSFS" and "Focal Point" ~nd fall back wpon scicnce fiction. It was something
he could discuss with sorie degreec of authority. o one knew as much about it as,
say, San Moskowitz -- but everyonc soon kncw a little, and the field has always
been opinion-oriented,

[



Scicne-: fichs a1, 05 Sunethine of s Wowd Away From Home, a dark corner to
which The diforisniibed noofan ol iorurs, o regain his footing, or perhaps
to axtroaol his foow frow nrs moubths 0 g no greal wonder that the almost sime-
wltaraous aspsarances of the mere individualilzed fanzine and the trend to faver
letvers of comment over subscriptions alarmed some. Here was a remarkable lrno-
vation -- a funvine what: perhans concerned stf only indirectly, yet demanded a

sensiblie "e**w“ ¢l commeyhe - Ths newcomer then found an area of interest only: by
31nrlpt+ ranea, whiie The simpieton ¢f years! experience, who has never bother-
ed - uxauh; o, felt he had Leen dene a suaden irong. Both were confused. Both

wersa indignant, and spared no pains in showing it.

It was from this disorientation that the notion about the "death" of science fic-
ticn in the fan magazines sprung. This, supposedly, was the trend “away from
sti” towards "fannishness™, The facts rather eonclusively destroyed the absolute
velidivy of the argument, but this still marked the bezinning of an age in which
farizns reviewers were on guard for "trends" -~ trends back to the mother liter-
ature, towards "famnishness", and, most recently, towards "non-fannishness'.

There are very definite trends in fanzinme nublishing today, but the absolute het-
erogeneity of material sometimecs obscures theme Perhaps most obvious is the oyer-
riding concern for individuality, for creating a nroduct which usually has a def-
inioe editorial precedent yot a distinctive personality and identitys The diver-
genee in representation is intercsting enovgh in itself, yet doubly so when one
is alloved a somewhat closer look at the editors themsclves,

1
JD-A is something of an enigma among stf-contered fanzines. Its:counterpart of
fiftecen years ago -- let's call it Other Worlds Appreciztion Maga21no —= Was
no more rcgular, but its editor probably accepued the fact that the rogularlty
of sizc betwecn issues of his favorite prozine was something of an unwritten dic-
tum that he should follow, by at Jeast striving for a consistency of department
and volume, often at the expunse of quality.  Nothing could be less truc of JD-A.
Months pass in awaiting an issue, vhich turns ovt to be coverless, headed by a lone
Plato Joncs cartoon and expanded to four pages only by brief reviews of question-
able virtue, Yct, another number may arrive a scant two wecks later, bursting
its envelope and brimming with Grennell and Bloch. This absolute inconsistency
may be annoying to the contributor or to the editor who domands one-for-one
trades, but to the casual readecr it presents an aura of contentment and relaxed
familiarity. y

ILynn Hickman not only publishes when and how much he. pleascs, but in addition,
what. The valuc of scven-plus pages of text discussing fifty books and a hand-
ful of fanzines is debatable, but an article by Redd Boggs, in twice the space,
provides not only a definite amount of information about the Wild West Weekly but
an infinitc amount more satisfaction. - I don't find the subject intrinsically
interesting, but Boggs has a way with words that is near-hypnotic to me.

Hickman is also a devotece of good artwork, printing for this issuc not only a
pair of reasonably good covers, but a Prosser portfolio as well., The Willises
may debate the legitimacy of Prosser's subject matter, but he posscsses an ex-.
traordinary talent for imaginatively conveying motion that has been stopped for
an instant in which the viewcr may peruse -- and I rarely hear of a fan com-
plaining that Vardis Fisher is atheistic, sadistic or psychotic, or that Bloch
is overly obsessed with mental illness, as long as cach continues to achieve his
artistic ends.,
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Another kind of singularity is social: a near-complete disreliance upon fandom
in general. When some fecllows at MIT started publishing The Twilight Zine™,
they were careful to affirm that they were definitely not fans; they "just read
the stuff", We'll pass over the obvious comments about a fannish personality
that would so thoroughly alienate some ncwcomers, since their attitude seems to
be undcrgoing some modifications, and pass on instead to something cqually ob-
vious. In a past fandom tuned to Ackermans ~nd Mosl:owitz:cs, such a statement
would have been grounds for tomes of invective; today it didn't so much as raise
a stir. Tans cnjoy the compeny -- personally or vicariously -- of their own as
ruch as they ever did; but cixpressions of disinterest are now just ignored. "To
each his own form of insanity, but lcave us to ours.”

Like JD-A, The Twilight Zine is stfnally oricntated. The cover of this issue
is a fine, detailed presentation of one face of the moon, the areas of inter-
est carefully numbered for identification. The load article, a 1952 offering
by one Rudolph Preisendorfer, does an accreditible job of skimming the most in-
teresting facets of the time-travel theme in science-fiction, while offering
little in the way of fact or imagination. It's to thc author's credit, however,
that he deals with not only the obvious (Heinlein's "By His Bootstraps") but
with the not-so-obvious (A. Macfayden's 1936 story, "The Time Accelerator") as
well., Other contributors include Leciber and Asimov; and the boys contribute
fiction and some "Folk Songs of MIT", a curious mixture of verse common to all
similar schools and some droll humor. I can't really recommend the fanzine,
but it has its own rather consistent level of entertainment, which is probably
reward enough for most.,

The individuality of Qg@gggg?is an entirely different sort -~ less an individ-
uality of interest than one of expression. Warhoon is the outstanding example

of the "little-magazine™ trend among certain fanzines, the type of effort at which
the labels "non-fannish" and "nonstf" are most often directed; Cadenza lacks the
multitude of find writers, but the editorial personality is much the same. I'd
like to say that Wells' article "In Defense of Liberalism" in this issue might be
truly representative of the trend, a rallying cry for the type of liberal who
finds this type of publishing most natural -.. but, on reading, it appears lack-
ing. The bibliography is extensive and ostentatious, but Wells' notes them-
selves often seem incomplete, disorientated. As a defense of opinion, it's fine;
but its connection with liberalism is one more of slant than of subject matter.

The editorial is light and frothy, but the rest of the issuec is of somewhat
less definable stuff. The fanzine reviews are nicely proportioned, but overbur-
dened with Capitalized Letters and prophesizing better suited to more detailed
critiques. The letter section is questioning enough, interesting, and apparent-
ly well-edited. But the facet of Cadenza which strikes me most forcefully is
its reserve; I have the distinct feeling that Wells is holding back -- the
forced frivolity of the editorial and cormments such as "Have you just dis-
covered sex or something?" sound strangely remote. Wells!' column "Green Thoughts®
in the sccond issue of Richard Bergeron's Serenade indicates that he's aware of
the fanzine as an Mextension of personality®, and appears careful about letting
himself go.

It may be that this lack of personal committment is characteristic of this type
of fanzine -- one thoroughly dominated by an intelligoent editor who perhaps
fearfully associntes camaraderie with confusion, and personality with juvenility.,
An occasional fanzine of this sort is finec; but werc this sort of magazine to bea-
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come overly fashionablo, the distinctive character of the ficld wollld be signif..
icantly cltered.

One could scarcly find a fanzine less like Cadcpza than Elle Parker's g;gggu,
ons- in which the editor!s personality is wholly dominant. By the standards

of any day and age Orion would have to be considered hyper-fannish, but an in-
triguing combination of fine writing and Eila's good sensc make this less a
stigma and more a refreshing slant, T{ sccms this issue is most concerned with
the institutions of fandom -~ notably the conventions, TAFF and rccent speclal
 funds. Twelve pages of letters sccm most interested in bitching about the ad-
ministration of TLFF and the pygmy donation necessary for a vote, while touching
occasionally upon trip reports and infrequently upon some cold, hard facts relec.
vart to any discussion about our trans-Atlantic exchanges.

The featurcs -- a Berry "Sergeant! story, a frec advertiscments page, a fine art-
icle by George Locke on ecollecting and some amusing recollections by Roberta
Gray -- are rather less representative of Orion than this type of fanzine it-
sclf; Ella's editorial comments lend that swcet smell of individualitys. Other
editors may have approximated a rambling from TAFF, to the BSFA, to a person-

al rcport, to George Locke's return to London, to the British convention, to
being proud of ones connections with fandom, to duplicating ink; but even those
that've had the ambition have come up lacking in ingenuity and interest; these
arc Parker's talents, and they make her fanzine an outstanding onc.

k ok ke ok ok ok

1. JD-A #59, Iynn Hickman, 224 S. Dement Ave., Dixon, I1l. 25¢ per copy,
. 10/%$2, Subscriptions stressed.

2, The Twilight Zinc #6. Bernard Morris, cfo MITSFS, Room 50-020, MIT, Cam-
bridge 39, Mass. Club members, letters of comuent, trades-and contributions,
- particularly art,

3¢ Cadgnza #5. Charles Wells, 2495 Cherbrooke Dr NE, Atlanta 6, Georgla. Trade
1ctter, or twenty cents per issue with the maximum subscription a dollar.

4, Orion #29. Ella Parker, 151 Canterbury Road, West Zilburn, London NW6, Eng-
Tonde Letters, material, tradcss British subscriptions at 1/~ to Ted For-
syth, American at 15¢ per to Betty Xujawra.

* % ok Kk ¥ X ‘

"To me, the job of reading, roviewing and commenting on fanzines is still the most
interesting and meaningful in fandom. ::: Precisely why should fanzines take this
kind of importance? I think, perhaps, because they represent fandom's mark or
impress upon the world, Private lectters are the social intercourse of fandom,

the daily cormmerce, the porsonal rclationships, the family 1life as it were of

that small socicty which is "fandom", :But fanzinecs arc at once the public in-
stitutions, the social and trival customs, the marketplace, the forum, and the
Parliament of fandome In a letter, fans can oxchange ideas, rub noscs as it were,
do business, plot to overthrow their microcosmic "government", or even make 1OVE ww
figuratively or literally. The envelope of a letter reprosents the walls of the
castlc. "A fan's typewriter is his castle", in the peculiar sociological struc-
ture of Homo fan. But when he wishes to communicate with his fellow fan -- to
perform as it were, his civic duty in the city-state of Fanopolis -- he must do

so in the fanzhes. Here he may make a speech, perform for public entertainment,
conduct a campaign, or repair the social brickwork of the microcosm." " -~ 1ZBradley
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The single outstanding factor in a FIJACH-FIAWOL debate, discussion, argument,
or what have you is the farnish individvality personality trait that all of us
arc intensely awarc of. Whother one is pro or con FIJAGH (or FIAWOL) depends
on individual interests and not necessarily on the basic merits or impediments
to be found in cither ficld of thought.

Therefore an article of this naturc must, by nccessity, be composed of my owm
experiences and reactions es applicable to my own life and my own interest in
the microcosme. For this I offer no apologies -- I just prescnt the reasons why
£5 prefor ;¢¢nCH over LJMOL. To thosc of yoa who received Rlchﬂrd Bergeron's

On the contrary, I assurc Jou thﬂt this is not a rcbut 91 but a personal testi-
mony for FIJACH.

I am, perhaps, somewhat of a manie-depressive or o chronic worrier at the least,
I can get mysclf worked up over a casual rcmark by an acquaintance, by a signi-
ficant occurance in the world situation, by o single printed sentence, by a Sat-
trday night datc or by innumerablc other stimylants. Conscquently, fandom is,
to me, a perfect way to get away from problems that weigh on my mind, sterming
from mundane situations.

This is not to say that fandom is balm from Gilliead, a panacea which can be turned
on and off like a light switch, mystically curing mc of my depression and turning
the world all roscy again. Fandom is a hobby and nothing morec. A hobby should
be a form of relaxation through which onc might leisurally escape from the im-
mediate problems at hand. Regardless of whether it be philately, numismaties,
ceramics, or science fietion (assuming that stf is still an integral part of
fandom), if it is a hobby it should serve the purpose of relaxation. And all
other hobbies, like fandem, can not be regulated 1like a toggle switch to read-
just onc's mental and physical enviromment with a flash of lightning, rumble of
thunder and magic chant. Yet, I feecl that a hobby can serve as a panacea of
sorts.

Suppose a person comes in from a hard day at work where he has just been chewed
out by his boss, a major strike threatens to cost him his job, and his car is in
‘the shop. He realizes that he can do nothing at the moment to rectify any of
these situwations, so vhat good will it do him to sit dowmn and worry through the
night? Ckay, Seymour Citizen takes down his stamp album, begins to flip through
it, and eventually these other matters slip into the back of his mind, still om-
nipotent, but just out of reach as his hobby takes over the limelight temporar-
ily and helps him to relax for a while,

—— e e i e ——— v mma e ——— p—— - _— RS

My case T

ARTICLE




Fandom has a similar effect on me ocecassicnallye. If I am faced by a singular or
plural problem(s) with not tangible solution immediately at hand, sometimes I can
pick up a book and read a short story, or type a letter, or cut a stencil, or if
necessary rearrange ny massive book shelves in the southeast corner of my room.
Tackling a job ol the latter's proportions can take my mind off almost anvthing.

Of course, this dees not always work. Often there is nothing that will help ex-
cept alraet assistance regarding the problem itself:; but fandom has been of va-
lus to we an a panaces or temporary relisf from mundane perplexities. Now, by
no menso of weans, however, mrIQthvﬁmtjwtbmmmefmﬁw1HzaMMw
it serves no otier useful purposé in my life other than that role of psychiatry
when I au denressed.. Heaven forbid -~ allow'me to elucidate.

I agrec with keCain Lhat fandom is Messentially harmless and in many ways con.
structiue 4. " I think all young fen are beset by rather down-the-nose parental
disepproval when dewy..eyed and contented these kids settle into a self-evident
FIAWCL state of existance. Bubt extreme cases such as those involving Bob Licht-
man, Bjoc Fokste, and Les Sample are excoptions to the rule for the most part.

I svuspoec that most parents react much in the same vay that mine did eventually,
recogaizang fandom as being an "essentially harrlicss® hobby and while not exact-
1y pproving, nevertheless envoking little or no rigorcus ccnsureship on the neo-
fan concerned,

As Tov the "in many weys constructive" phrase, I can bear witness to at least one
piaulit for that phase of fandom., Fandom has meant a great deal to me outside

of wa2 escaplsm factor., I have met a number of friends whom I love and respect,
net only because we share a cormon interest in stf, but also because we shared
thz common bond that binds all friends together (just exactly how this bond may
be.defined I'm not sure. It is an intangible thing, but I'm sure that everyone
has experienced it in some form or fashion). Most notablec among 1wy fannish
friends is Al Andrews. e not only correspond regularly, but I manage to visit
hin at his home in Birmingham several times each year. Through him I came to
know nis fanily very well and consequently if I am ever in Birmingham in need of
assistance and a place to stay overnight, I would not hesitate call on them, be-
cause I know that I am always welcome therce I do not intend for that to be
boastful, but rather to be an example of a fannishly-developed friendship that *
has stretched beyond and would survive regardless of the plight of fandom in this
cosnic realm,

Still, that is not the specific "constructive" element that I have in mind con-
stantly whenever the valucs of fandom arc mentioned. I sincerely fecl that fan-
dom was a proving ground -- or drawing board, if you please -~ which gave me an

- cemen ———. S——— .. S
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audience and a publisher and what's more important an opportunity to develope

ny talent and style of writing. I began writing when I was in sixth grade. liy
thoughts wrere filled with delusions of granduer sponsored by my uncanny devotion
to the Winston juveniles, the Hardy Boys, and similar appcaling bookse I decid-
ed forthwith, then, that I would bo a witer, so I began to write, imitating
Franklin 1 D.xon and the house style of the Wﬁrcton juvenile scicnce fiction
scries. I still have dozons of completed and unfj 1shod manuscriots which were
composed from the sixth grade through junior high school. Certainly, they were
and arc pure crud, but uhey were a beginning. Then about the time that I be.
came a Freshman in high school, I began to discover corrcspondence with other
stf fans and fanzines began to slip into my possession svoradically. Within

a matter of months I was letterhacking regularly and contributing fiction to
fanzines. Most of my letters were unpublished and my stories usually appeared
in fanzines like George Wells' Sick Elcphant where acid reviewers like Les Ger-
ber termed them "poor™" and I wondcred why. I remember an equally acld letter
that I wrote to Waltcr Breen, in the form of a letter of conment on Tesseract,
in which I chewed Gorbcr to hell and back. Now I sce things in a different
SIS eave

Eventually I began to wonder why my stuff wasn't being printed and why fandom
in all its glory wasn't rushing forth to proclaim BillyJocPlottofOpelikaAlabama
as the greatcst recrvit to fandom since Ghu became ghods And slowly the reali-
zation coaked in: fandom is not a haphazardly organized group of teenagers; it
is a remarkablvy well-lknit group of stf devotees who generally demand quality
for their fanzines. One doesn't wisely spend hard-earned money just to mimeo-
graph crud. That type thing was readily available at Ziff-Davis vhere PW Fair-
man worked. So I began to strive for improvement. It was a long hard struggle.

What am I trying to prove? Simply that I am indebted to fandom because it pro-
vided me with 2 daily lesson in writing. People were constantly forming opinions
of me through my letters and although letters are a far cry from articles and
English themes, I have no doubt whatsoever that the perpetual motion of fannish
writing gave me the background that enabled me to do suprisingly well in tenth
grade English and enabled me to make darmed good grades, especially on themes,
in my last two years of high school and in my first two scmesters of college,
which I have just concluded, I made no lower than a C on any theme in college
English and in the second semester I managed to lead my classe. For this I an
indebted to fandom.

Then why, you wonder, is fandom not a way of life to me? That is answered by

our old standby - 1nd1V1dua11 o I am constantly searching for new things
(perhaps, this has something to do with my aforementloned "manic-depressive”

moods and "chronic worrier" moods)e. I don't thinlk fandom could fulfill my search.
When I goshwow-ly entered fandom, there was nothlng else that I read outside

of stf, but after a year or two I began to discover the immense valuc and enjoy-
ment of mainstream writing, both modern and classical. I think that this, although
causing me to read less stf, made me more awarc of the differences between good
science fiction and crude. I came to appreciate a good story much more than I
would have normally., Now I can see why some of the stuff that I considered

great, when I read it three or four years ago, was slashed to ribbons by older
recaders, If I had never allowed my taste in reading to venturc beyond the peri-
phery of fandom, I would still be confined to a limited narrow existance. And

my slowly developed style of writing would go for naught, because outside of
fandom and stf +there would be nothing which I could intelligently communicates
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If I let fandom become my sole way of life then I can hardly expect my friends
to "turn down an empty Glass" when I have passcd into the Nether World.

This entire article seciis to be only vagucly cohercnt as I recxamine the pre-
ceding paragraphs. The entire compilation sccms to fit in with one of the very
theories that McCain so aptly put to the sword; perhaps, on sccond thoughts,
however, I awm opposcd to FIAWOL on practically all of the grounds listed:

1) "o make fandom a way of life is to retreat from reality, to life in a world
of fantasy"; 2) "It is considered a self-obvious waste of time to narrow one'!s
life to such a small area®; 3) "Fandom as a way of life can interfere not only
with one'!s mental and spiritual growth but also prevent possible advancement in
one's profession, social recreation, and even love-lifel,

I believe all of those are essentially true, But they are also true, as McCain
pointed out, with all other hobbyists who become too engrossed in their leisure
occupations Whether it be the overly protective mother or the insatiable model
train enthusiast, the same end is inevitable. Therefore, for my own personal
taste, I have found fandom to be the hobby that suits my interest best —= and I
have tried them all; I collected both stamps ancd ccins with a ferverent passion
bubble gun cards, too, filled a lergthy void in mv past ee. as a sports fan I
spent many dollars on magnazines ... but fandom 17ith its multi-interest partici-
pants seemed to be my niche in life in the area of hobbies, I am content for
fandom to remain my hobby, but to make it my way of life would be to destroy
everytining that it stands for as my hobby.

--Bill Plott

FANZINE SALE (continued)

MONDAY EVENING GHOST 11 ROVER 10, 11, 12
HEPTAGON 1, 2, 3 SCIENCE~FICTION READER 1
FANTASY CCLLECTOR Vol3 i#1 SIRIUS &

FUSTIAN 2 SKY BIRD 2

HALFANTHOL 1 SO WHAT 3

HARBINGER 1, 2, 3 THUD & BLUNDER 5

IPSO FACTO (Lichtman) 1 VAMPIRE (Barnes) 4
NONCONN 3 VANDY 9

NORB'S NOTES 1 THE AMATUER PRESS ASSOCIATIONS
PHOENIX 4, 5 A7 THE 1

POISON 1, 2 SI'UDGE SUPPLEMENT 1
PROEE 2 SCRIBBLE 9

PROSE OF KILIMANJARO HOMUNCULUS 1

Trades may be considered, Orders may be sent by check, money order, or cold
cash., Counterfiet money not accepted, even if in denominations larger than
those rcequested, and I will not be held responsible for mail robbery of any
sort. Fanzines only sent upon receipt of eash (you'll have to take the chance,
since I can't afford it)e If I'm out ¢f a zine which you pay for, money, in-
cluding postage money, for the zine or zines will be refunded. Address all
letters to LARRY WILLIAMS, 74 MAPLE RD., LONGIEADOW 6, MASSACHUSETTS. Thankse
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Well, it looks like it'!'s about time for ancther article by that black shecp of
fapdom, me.

"The object of stf fandom was avowedly thc disscmination of inside information
ahout and the glorification of scicnea-fictinn, but 4in actuality, It was a cor-
rospondence ¢lun for social misfits, most of whom deveted more iime to the reading
of letters from fellow fon, tran to the professional magazines.? Sounds like
cﬁWf’b4ng I orec saidl in an earlicr isste of this zinc, doecsn! t it. In fact, when
I sid, T drew tho wrath of fandom down about my head. This is, in fact, the way
fandem reacts to anyihing or anybody, who doesn't go along with its set rules.

quote from an article on the pulps by Charles Beaumont
ssue of PLAYBOY. Now wnat is the high and mighty fandom
— B s going to do about that? How do you
_T"'Lu_t tj- (_:?(::D | IEEE;-T_EES like being refered to as social
s — et misfits in a national magazine?
'Wbll; kncving fandom; there are throe pessible courses.- Onc,- broadly-lavgh it
off, but dovi't buy anything that has a Beaumont story in it anymorc. Two, claim
that that is the kird of mogazine PLAYBOY is, full of snobbery and cynicism, and
don't ouy PLATSCY ammorc, refusce to patronize any newstand carrying that "trash®,
Three, write thosc letters to the editor type of letters that fen are so famous
fore Let cvery one see the type of letters of comment which are made in the fan-
zine in rchbuttal o articles which don't corform. Lets get together and show
the cntire world just how intclerant we

recally are. \JQC:K CQSC'O

Arriving on ry desk a few days back is an amatuer zine put out by Bob Jennings,
3319 Chambers Drive, Nashville 11, Tenne It'is a one-shot, and is centitled

L TRIP TO HELL., It ckronicles thec events of a one-time fan artist, now a pro-
feosicnal artist, and his mecting with "fen", and fandom in particular. If any
of you have any spine left, read this TRUE DOCUMENTED accounte. In particular,
poy closc attention to'thc SF meeting he attended honoring Ray Bradbury. He ad-
mits that this happencd quite some years ago, but pecople don't change, and un-
fortmately Fandom is pretty much the same today.

Actunliy, the abov
in wre Ssobeaiicr

JJ {9

Next on the agenda, I must take and answer several of the rcmarks addressed to me
in the editorial of CINDER #12. Lorry claims that there are 300 zines in cxistance.
Noi zc! In the late Ralph Holland's NEFFER'S GUIDE TC CURRENT FANZINES (Jan 162)
tacre arc only 105 listed, and this includes zines published in the US-Australia-
Avrtiia.Germany-Great Britain-Japan-Sweden-and Switzerland. I also know that at
lenst 10 of those listed are no longer published, others arc strictly oneshots.
St113. othors have nothing at 21l to do with stf fandom, rather, Tarzan, EC comiecs,
SHE

Larry, when a person decides to edit and publish a zinc of his own, he can take
all the time in the word getting it ready. He can have all the fun in the world
preparing copy for it. It can be a labor of love. Start working on it whenever
you want to. Quite when you feel like it. Don't answer your mail if it will
interfere with more important things. But fella, when you go and advertise your
finished product for sale and use the US Post Office to disseminate advertising
material, you bettor be prepared to answer the mail and send the. guy what he
asks for, if at a2ll possible. That is when it ceascs to be a big game. ‘That is
when your responsibility starts to the public,

In my last article, Larry, I said that T did not attend any conventions. Read
. more carefully, bhoy. d i




Who says I'm an outcast? I still correspond with the same people I always did.
So we don't ~gree on a lot of things. So what? It would be a hell of a place
to 1live if everyonc thought alike,

You can't condermn a whole for the actions of a few, I'm not that stupid. But
it is sad when the whole denics the cxistonco of a few, You all heard about
waat onc bad apple can do to a barrcll.fuldls

LIFE Magazine has said that therc arc over a million readcrs of stf, or fans.
Yot how many of them support a fanzine? Why don't they? Well, they are intcr-
ested in stf and thercfore have litile in cormon with fandom. They like to read
the storics and find out somcthing about the people who wrote the storics and
what new books to look out for, and wherc they can buy for rcasonablc priccs
seccond hand copies of books that they missed., They do not care about the feuds,
gossip editorials, and othcr trivia that f£ill the zines of today. They don't
want a copy of the cditor's monthly rcceipt of mail, with a cover tacked on and
called a zine. I look forward to one day receiving a zine in which the cditor's
light bill, grocery bill and his invitation to join the Reader's Digest Con-
denscd Book Club will be ineluded in the letter columne.

-=Jack Cascio

EDITOR'S NOTE: I stated in the last issue (oops - I just checked back and dis-
covered to ry disdain that T ncver did say this) that if Jack refused to argue
my points in "It's About Time", I would discontinue his articles. Thorefore,
the above gab session "The Egotists" will be the last in the long series of
articlcs by Jack on stf, fans, and fandom; I'm sure we will all miss his well-
deduced opinions on the above-mentioned topies, but such is life when one ig-
norcs his rcbuttals. I'm sorry Jack, but I can only assume that you are full
of bird droppings when you take my argument against your discussion of fanzines
that jip thoir subscribers and turn it into an argument over the nurmber of fan-
zines published. You say above that T misscd your statement that you have never
been to a convention -= you said you'd never been to 2 beer bust. I éredited
you with too much intelligence when I assumed that you didn't think that the
entire convention was onc big, wild beer bust.,

Even the Faned's Friend, Allen G. Kracalik states that after reading your romarks
in "he Intolerant Ones" and aftor attending the Chicon that you can "go to hell"s
Well now, such a comment as this coming from Al Kracalik is just too much for my
Fecble construction to stand, so I must pull the Welcome mat from under your

feet in regard to publishing your inveetive further. Again, I apologise, but

I am left with no choice.

e

The romaining spacc is
reserved to the memory
of Irving Glassman who
quictly passcd away re
cently in Y., He was
a dear fricnd for the
1ittle time I knew him
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LETTENRS
FRANZ WILDCZYK, 447 10th Ave., NUC 1: . '

The headline: Retarded or Genius? is certainly a tynical bit of journalese -- ac-
tually this case is not unique, and there should be at least some reference ma-
terial on idiot.savants at the 1ain hranch of the Springfield Library if you are
interested enough to investigate fuvther. I read some stuff oén the subject years
ago, and while there's apparently some confusion, and in somé cases doubt, about

the whole thing, there has besn stuff written on the subject. ::: Perhaps the

most fascinating eiample is 2 fictional oneg, appearing in a short story by John
Steinbeck called "The Saga of Johnny Bear! (I think). It's about a feeble-minded
character with total recall and perfect verbal mimicry. That is, he can repeat
exactly, and imitating the voices of the. pzople involved, every bit of conver-
sation he's ever heard.: It's a elsver story, and one that's authentically

conceived in spite of the snapper ending. ::: Leaving fiction, I can remember

a couple of characters frem my reading (this was something 1like 15 years ago,

so if I'm innaccurate on details I expect to be excused)s One was a young

girl who had extraordinary mathematical (or should I say arithmetical) ability.

She solved complicated problems in her head, .such as extracting cube roots,
multiplying very large numbers, and the 1like, even though ‘she couldn't even S
read or write. Of course, this is a sort of computer-like ability, which cre-
ates nothing, ard in someone with no other capabilities is pretty worthless.
Like the guy who could tell you immediately on which day of the week any day
falls (this century that is), For instance, I know that May 7, 1962, is a
Monday (I know this because that's today; I won't know it 2% weeks from now,
without laborious figuring), but what day of thé week will be May 7, 1992% :::
I'm afraid I have to sort of go along with Ted Pauls' attitude toward the bomb-
ing of Japan, though I know that in fandom it's a pretty sure way of getting
people down on you. I don't know whether I accept the explanation of the use

of the A bomb on Japan and not Germany, though it sounds reasonable enough and
is persuasive, Here I'm forced to take a position that I'm not fond of --

I'm against bomb-testing (which is an entirely different questicn) and against
the use of the A bomb at all --~ BUT. ::: I have to start with the fact that I'm
able to write this letter. If it hadn't been for The Bomb, I'm convinced I would-
n't bes During the war I had several specialties -~ I won't go into detail,
though I was plamning to. This letter has already run too long. Anyway, I
trained in Intelligence & Reconraisance, which is practically sure death, was
assigned to a rifle company as a2 scout, and wound up in Field Artillery. The
last didn't sound like the sure death the .other two were until I found out what
my outfit was scheduled for: -the initial assault on Japanes We were going to
hit Xyushu with the first wave of lMarines as artillery support. The LST's were F
waiting for us in Pearl Harbor when the news of the bomb came in, and we were

not an unhappy crew on the machine-gun range where we first heard about it. Up
until that day, I'd come awake each rmorning knowing that in a matter of weeks or 3
so I'd be deads I felt it physically, not just emotionally. Now, it would be

easy to intellectualize in retrospect, and say the Bombing was inhuman, or crim-

——
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inal; but T don't think T'd have much respect for myself if I weren't honest
enough to admit that I'm glad to be alive, and can only fecl guilt, but not
regret. ::: Onc last comment: your defense of Seth Johnson, while sympathetic,
is a 1little weake. I could point out, for instance, that both you and Jeff
Wanshel are not even HIGH SCHOCL graduates, much less college graduates, yet
you manage to write pretty sensibly. It's always secmed to me that if some-
one cxpects to be read, whether in a letter, or in fanzines, he shows little
respect for his potential reader if he doesn't put some thourht into what

he's doing. MNMaybe Dorf is hoping that by needling Seth, he'll push him into
taking a 11ttle more care wztb his writing.

TCM DILIEY, 1§9O Robinson Dr. N, 5t Petersburg 10, Fla: (note CoA)

One certainly cannct dicagree with %ood in saying that more persons should act
as ‘Individuals. But one nust also tale his article as an objective tresatment

of how things shouvld be, and not any sort of call to arms; surely it is im-
possible to tell anyone to "go out there ard be an individual, by darm". If
someone hasn't, of his own accoxrd, come to the conclvsiorn that hie is and should
be a distinct personality, he won't %now "how to do it™ even if he be moved by
the original exhortation. And surely no ore could write another article telling
the unenlightened how to be irdividusls; this would be instruction in letter
similar to that that the'conforiist beztnils have received in examplce. In short,
Wood has an interesting but thorovghly ixmpractical (nothing wrong with that)
article.

AL KRACALIK, 1660 Ash St., Des Plaines, Ill:

I'have a question: what is the purpose of CINDZR? . In other words, what do
you think you are contributing to fandom with your fanzine! I'm very cur-

ious to find out, because, from the looks of your current efforts.(#10 and 11)
you aren't contrlbutlng one darn thing. I assume you claim to be a member of
stfandom. Host fans (excepting 'the devotees of comics, ERBwrroughs,, horror
fandom, ete) also claim that fandom is thé meeting place for stf .readers and thus,
centers around stf. Well, the fans might say this, but you covldn't prove it |
to me. In fact, Seth Johnson even admitted to me in a reccent letter, quote -~
"Tou're quite right. I doubt if there are tuwelve out of the 200.-odd fanzines
which discuss or print science-fiction." And, believe me, I am not the only

one who finds this state of affairs distasteful, ::: How, getiing closer to
home, let's teke z look at CINDER #10 ~- vhat dic it contain? 1lell, an editor-
ial mainly consisting of quoted articlcs from other sources on 1) the Tarzan.
marriage morals cispute; 2) samplings from one of your school tests; 3) "lore
Thoughts on the FANAC Poll®; 4) a final summary, mostly containing more quotes,
Then, there was Deckinger's article which was a good piece, but vhich helps

to prove that fandom as it stands, isn't what it's cracked up to be; Al Wood's
new column showed his talent as a writer, but could easily have been put to use
on a more vorthwhile non-faaanish subject -- this latter was only loosely con-
nected with stf; and, a good.sized lettercol that spent many pages chattering on
few items worth chattering about. I started to rcad licCombs! colurmn and quit
from boredom. ::: CINDER 11 was no improvement, with only one stf-nal item a-
mong o few faint mutterings in the lottercol. Congrats to Roy Tackett for both-
ering to ccensider stf worth writing about. Yes, Ted White's colwwn had a little
stf element in it, but it, like thec rest of the mag, was more concerncd with fans
and fandom than with stf. ::: Do you see what I'm driving at? I do not think
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CINDER is improving, but rather, is degenerating. Now, you might ask: what do
I consider a good fanzine? Well, though Boggs won't agree, I found GCINDER i
to be a very enjoycble issue. It contained an excellent monster spoof by Ron
Haydock (which, to this day, is one of my favorite stories), a good section
devoted to Tarzan comic books, and a very well-done horror story by ilike Deck-
inger, Now I fully realizc your recason for dropping thc comic book material:
you don't much care for comics, nor do most of your readers. Okay, so I'm in
the wminority and you did the right thing. FHowever, if you don't like comics,
why did you start publishing comic material in your fenzine to begin with? Sure,
CINDER 4 was nothing carth-shaking, but it uzs a good fanzince I guess I'd
rate it about 6, all in all, Thorc uas substance to it; it had reason. :::
You say you get angry when "sorw neo" scnds a copy of his crudzine and then calls
a trade cony of CINDER o load of gorbagee. Why don't you just say Don Dohler
angers you and be done -ith it? But, you have made many, many cuts at Jack
Cascio and his REAT} OF FANTASY, even calling it a picce of crud straight out.
Let me tell you somcthing -- FEALM is not & crudzine. All richt, the material
isn't the best, but at least DEAL! is an honest attempt to coniyibute something
to the stf.nal field, and becouse of that, it's far above the level of CINDER.
The matorial is not so hot because Jack just doesn't ~ct aay better stuff to work
with. An editor is a big part of a fanzine, sure, but he con only do so much.
If he doesn't get some decent contribs, there isn't much he can do, is there? I
think that if given the proper chance and help, Jack could turn REALIL into an
excellent fmze If not, it will remain only fair, despitc Jack's hard work and
effort. In your position, I wouldn't criticize REALIl, ::: Well, I've said all
else, so I may as weil comc out with it: CINDERs #10 and 11, in my opinion, were
exactly what Dohler said CIWDER is -~ pretiy weake And that comes straight from
the heart. I certainiy hone your future issues arc much better. ::¢ Larry, you
are a fannish conformist of the highest degree. You are, in a word, a fanan.
In case you don't know what that means £il}, it's a fan who is more aoncerned
with fans and fandom than with stf. When I picked that word up freém a re-
Eent AMAZING STORIES, I thought: "That'!s Larry Williams." I'm sorry, hut it's
rue,

IW: I had plamnned to write a lehgth; defehise hers, ut singe Jt-would inter.
runt the completion of <the lettercol, I've changed s nind o sThe boginning - .
sentences. have all becn corcluld out, which is wvhy my typowriter isn't cutting
into this stencil.correcilys ='m continuing the lettereol on clecer stencil,-
and “will be defending mysell agzinst fugghced &1 Kacalili'in - editdrial.

HARRY WARNER:

The article by Ted White on the fake issue of KIPPLE left me more awed than ever
at his ability to master different styles of humor. Tou'd never guess that this
was written by the fan who gets criticized for VOID editorials: it'!s succinct,
funny and a real narrative, I suppose that Ted Pauls rejected it oecause he

was really angry at the parody and had trisd to hide this sentiment but let it
leak out in this forme. But there is much to be said for a rigid rule for fan-
zine editors, consisting of refusal to publicize cases i1 which the editor said
prowinently that he'd turned down this or that item. It can hurt his own fan-
zi.1z, if a potential contributor thinks that he's not as good a writsr as the
perscn wiho'ls stuff was rejected and doesn't want to risk submitting to such a
selective market. It can also give a flase impression to newcomers to fandom:

.
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they could get the notion that thereis a greater supply than demand in the fan-
zine material marlket which isn't the casc-at all. A1l this doesn't necessarily
apply to the White-Pauls sitvation, Lecause I can't recall if it was the former
or the latter who brought the episcodle to the public cye. ::: I was hoping that
Roy Tackett would mention the only scnsible system of getting away from present
geographical boundaries between nations. I think that if we must have national-
ism, it should be sct up on a sensible mondern hasis., Geography no longer has
any importance, thanks to improvements in transportation. Instead we should
have one nation consisting of all the world's white collar workers and another
composed of the men who earn their living with their hands, and a third con-
sisting of tho individuals who refuse to work at all, while a fourth would con-
tain everyonc under the age of ton or cleven years, and you'd become a citizen
of a fifth nation when you retired. Then each nation couwld be broken dowm into
several states, according to subdivisions of interests and activities. Wars
would be impossible because each nation would not be suficiently self-suffi-
cient, and the citizcens of each nation would have too much in cormmon with one
another to think of civil warfare.

TED WHIIE: i

Your mimeograph (what make is it?) &4 Speed-o-Print 34 should have a lever some-
where which drops the impression roller so thet you can turn the cylinder free-
1y without paper and without inizing arthing, (L Tt has a manual lever with which
I may drop the impression roller -~ but my paper rctainers are louscy. Some-
times paper doesn't go through, and sometimes a whole pile goes through and leaves
the next turn with no paper, At points like this the stoneil comes into contact
with the impression roller, and inks it., 34 It doesn't ruin a stencil if you do
turn it past the impression roller while that roller is up, thoughes It just inks
the stencil upe Bun a half a dozen or so crudsheets through, and wipe the ink
off the lower portion of thc drumswhich doesn't normally contact the ‘paper, and
excess ink should be gons and your stencil in shape to print properly again. ::3
Those plastic adapters for lehicrsize stencils arce nearly useless, by the way.

{{ So Itve discovercd! 39 Onc way to usc up your stencils is to glue or scotch-
tape a secction of the backing shcet or some waxed paper to the bottom of the sten-
cil, so as to make it as long as a standard stencil. L& That's what I'1l prob-
ably do. Thanks, $3 $:: I've met and spoken to Andy Silverberg (he called me

up on the phone to ask about my column concerning him), and I must say that

this letter from him presents an excollent picturc of hims ::: I think you're
right about Cascio: that guy carries a simply fantastic amount of misinformation
about with him. This time it is the "fact" that PLAYBOY is printing the top stf.
Actually, PLAYBOY prints practically no stf -- the closest it has gotten in re-
cent years is that abortion, "The Fly". The stuff by Matheson; Bradbury, Beau-
mont, and Russell is alnost entirely horror-fantasy and shock-type stories, not
stf. However, vhat really gets me is the clincher to his arguments - "PLAYBOY
first offered us Fahrenheit 451 by Bradbury, which is a classice® Unhappily,
PLAYBOY pever published Fahrenheit 451. Rather, it reprinted "The Firemen” (the
short novelette which became ZEQ} from GALAXY. So much for PLAYBOY!s firsts.
(Oh, and by t?e way, Vance Aandahl had material in F&SF before he did in PLAY-
BOY, too ese

DECKINGER ¢
Your refutation of Cascio's charges is good, but deserves to be extended. :::
For instance, on cons, before he admits freely he's never been to any, Jack con-
demms the whole convention system. Nothing could be further from the truth, in
stating that they are dying on their feet. I've been to the past two worldcons
and about a dozen minor cons, and only onc (the ESFA open meeting in Newark)
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seemed to suffer from a lethargic attendance. On the contrary, the attendees

I saw all seemed to be enjoying themselves with scarcely a thought to the
"beer-bust" and its uncomplimentary commotation. Jack says there are plenty

of fans and a few authors, lot truel Check the final con booklets for the reg-
istration lists or specak to someone who has been to the con. While the pros
won't ever outnumber the fans, their numbers are increasing yearly, and most of
them look forward to the cons with the same sort of enthusiasm that the fans do.
111 Jack next emphasizes the fact that a double lock on all valusbles is re-
guired, if attending a con. On Christ, where does he dig up these old cliches,
Wnile therc is no doubt a limited degree of petty thievery at a con, it's far
under the amount that goes on at a bascball game or a largc party, for instance.
It's foolish to leave your posessions unattended in some public placec, but it's
even more foolish to have them cncascd behind foot-thick walls of a safe while
attending the con, so that the experienced theives will be foiled by your ac-
tions. ::: Finally, eguating what Shaver wrote with what Asimov and Heinlein
do, is so ridiculous that I wondcr if Jack is not really pulling our legs., Sha-
ver was quite firmly convinced that his "racial memory" stories were genuine,
and that Deros, Teros, cte, &c were on the Earth, causing the world's troubles
and to some degree controlling humanity. I imagine he fancied himsclf as some
unsung crusader, out to save mankind before it was irrevocably too late. Does
Isaac Asimov really believe that positronic robots ezist today, firmly adhering
to his threce laws? Does he believe that the "Foundation® is at work, in some
corner of the galaxy? Does Robert Heinlein feel like a saint warning the US

of the puppet masters, and attend periodic consultations with Valentine Mich.
acl Smitht Isn't Jack capable of distinguishing between the science fiction

of Asimov and Heinlein, and the alleged fact of Shaver?

4~

TOM DILLEY:

T must have the distinction of having written the only LOC in the world that
didn't even make the WAHF column. But from looking at the masthead, I sce that
this is issue #12., My last letter (Junc 4th; 2pp) was in reference to #10. What,
I say What, happened to #11? Come to think of it, it's all part of a pattern,
From #8 through #12, inclusive, I have been what might be called an "Even-num-
ber recipient". I have all the even-numbered issues between those two, but had
come to the conclusion that you have something against publishing odd-numbered
ones, as I have never seen cven a trace of i#'s 9 and 11. Ah, well, If my po-
sition becomes all that much weaker that you decide to cut me off from the

even nos. too, let me know, and I guess I'11 have to break down and(sob) pay.
£{I just don't understand why you've missed thosc issues, but I hope you'll
reccive this onee. You seem to have another distinction -- you got #12; from the
response (sparse) and the revicws (lack) I have the feeling almost no one got
this issue.s4 ::: Cascio certainly has had difficulty with zine subs. I have
to admit that I have been far more fortunate; I can name only two or perhaps
three persons to whom I have sent money and received nothing; in thesc cases,

the loss was, monetarily, very small, and my only regrets come from not having -
been able to see the material I wanted., On the other hand, I can also name 25 3
to 30 persons who have becn quite honest about the whole thing, and many of them 1

even prompt. Therc are a few of the 25 or 30 who have delayed as long as a year
before producing either material or rcfund, but they too have, in the end, turned
out not to bec scoundrecls of any sort, and I have a great deal of faith in the
couple from whom I have still heard nothing. It is remerkable that I should

have bee:. trested so well and Cascio so illy, for I haven't even a columa with
which to threaten denouncement,

Wo WAHF Coiumn this time, My gafia has resulted in the misvlacement of most let-
ters, <o a WLHF would be wnfair in a way. Sorry.



