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GETTIRG TEPO FUE ACT Sj.n.c., 8“6"‘5’ one else is comvioniing on the White
.' »,

vavrses Meoskowlivh lawsuiv, I certainly dontt
want to be lefy out, T don' (v 1avc any definite ow uuom on this suit in
pareicudar, but I do have some very definive opimionst on whe subject of
suing in fandon.

Firge of all, I think Ted White is due 1';::-;; 2 big hand fronm all o’-’ fandon
for not forcing o countersuvii on Sam Heskowiin. I‘fc,a vaat I've heavd there
was pie n'i;y ci mud sid '*mL, on <he Meskowiiz side glse, and Sﬂ?i evidentally
folt that he cmz.,un‘-' put Ted down "ev**a ity (Ted is very talonied zv meking
paopic ook widicuious. See VOID #27.), so xhe'd have 4o sue him To shut
hig up. I T had Been in Pedis position I would probably hove sved hiwm in
reLorg, bus I'm "aﬁher- not-tenmered, whereas Ted White, Libertive and Legh-
ey, apparently disn?

Anybedy wbo TIC:LId sue another pevson Loy somebhing said in a fanzine can
o hell in 1c\;r,fop-,r ion. Calling nowes in a fanzine can be Likensd Lo an ar-

camnm at a parby. IF yon go to & party and get into an argunent with a per- .
son, do you sue bhim if he calls yom names? OF course nop. The Wiie.Moskow.

Y

itn feed is in parfoct resemtlance; not gnough people hear iv to ¢reste any
séricus domiage.

Anorher point that shouwld Ge n“ouj T ap de the fact fhot fangings are the
lagt souwret of _Lccz sored wrlting in the United States. We ave allowed Lo
say most anyching we domm please about auything or anybo ‘yh (v, dantl necec.
samy '2;0 "n'::o*' fanmines because they are publishid by an dugronp, Just ag
thove av «w groun nds Tor censSership, Theore sre definitely no grovads Loy suing
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AN WERTS AN i one of sy happier needs, T decided to go down
©o HWew Haven zpd pay o visic to Loryy Mcelombs,
Since I don't hav& a car, ard I didn't feel in the mecd To steal one, I <ook
de a by 1
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meet Lovey ab tho Lerminal,

the bus, having »
T got off the bus and ivmediavely spied o guy of
#ad hadir,. o ved beord, and o veal Lfivey leok in In v"-
HeCombs,"! T said o myself. Bur this guy seomsd o
e was tallding to. any other time ¥ would have
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me from above the crouwd. He was about 6° 1%, with black hair. and No
Beard, Figuring that chis jusi couldn’t be Larry lMeCombs, I stepped up to
the lunch bar vo have scmething to eat while waiting for him, But this .
guy walked uwp e me and started to say something. But I beat him to it. I
gaid, *No propositions even considercd, pal. Now get ouita here,

"But I'm Larry McCombs,” he starmered.

¥Oh," T returned dumbly. But I caught myself gquickly and snapped. "Rul
still. no propesitions considered.t

He chuckied after swinging and missing, and we walked over ©o his apari..
ment. Upon entering Larry was immediaitely told by his landlady that he uas
a Sad Boy. He'd forgovien to ewilch a light off the previous night. We
finally got up to his apartment. I walked; larry rane.

Ve spemt the remainder of the two days in many activities, such as bowling,
eating ouv. buying groceries, and siuting around talking and reading fanzines
and ROGUE about wen hours a day. It was all real farnish. He drank coffee
and T drank cocoa, since he was out of Lheer, We combined on a leiter to
VARHOON, T wrote one tc KIPPIE, he is “ribdng an article for me. I'm going
to run off his NiAPAzine, arnd we thought cbout geing to the 63 con, and even
to a2 New York Fanoclast meeting together next summer.

i really enjoyed meeiing and talking with Larry. He's a great guy and
all that vot. And Pannish. Loo!

HAVE FANDOM, WILL TRAVEL ALl the thinking sbout going dovm te New York
brought sowme unusual pictures to mind. I began
to form my own ideas of vhat ii would be like.

I walk into the basoncnt used as the office ¢f I"otro Mimeo and I see a
big cloud of smoke hovering cver the procedings. Iying around the floor
stoned cold with Pepsicols I see all the prominent members of New York fan-~
dom, the most ouvistanding of which is J. Wesloy Trvfan. But he ignors my
entrance; so L lock -rovnd for Larchmont' s pri€e and joy. Jeff Wanshel.

Ah, hat There he is, cover in the corner admiring himself in the wirror.
and reading his file copy of FANFARONATE #3 for the tenth time (just the
great editorial, as he'll tell you).

Williams: Hello, Jeif Vanshela
Wanshel:; Helle. who ore you?

Willians: Larry VWillians,

Wansenl: Oho

Williams: TYou'lze &,

Vanshel: TYou're 15

Williams: Ve seen o be alike in many vays.

Wanshel: o we aron’t,.

Willioms: Oh?

Vanshel: Y '@ more intelligenc thoi yous

Williams {dgnoving this recent defanmution of his menital abilities):

PO v Er g g oL O o N = S
Qur Jast acmes SVeu Lopin wich olle Sams Levisy,
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Wanshel: True. Wanshel ig bef Williams. howsver.
3
vl

e
a

.

Williams (stuttering): Yes it is,
Wanshel: I'm ahead of you all the way, aven't I.

[5]

3

Feeling the need vo f£ind someons with a less completely Tannish abee
vitude, I spot Ted Wnite combing the lice oub of his beard.

Williams: Hello, Ted Whito.
Wideze: §i, you dirty Litile drumken Juvenile Delinquent.

I legve,
CIAWOL Oh, I had plenty more matorial plawned for this

isgus, but it got squeased out, as did a lot of
a-\-‘- % v
TTHOTK o

Next issue, I can promisec The article by Larry MeCombs, which ig mentioned

in the lettercol, called "Why A& Fan Is®. I had plamned an esgay by umyself
this time on my opinion of the big hassle raised by the epliscde of the tv
drama sihow colled "Bus Stop', called *A Lion Walks ! wong Ust, Since I'm
mentioming it now, these of you who know anything about it might feel ine
clined to commemt, Oh, please do., IT you showr a sufficiont amowmnt of ine
serest IT11 go through with it. Even if you don®: I'1L Frobably do it, sinne
this business angers we ey 1o ende

Well, Vie Ryan wrote and explained o me that aldhough he had oxpresses
a want vo review fanzines in CINDER, he wouldn't be able ©o since BANE ‘cakes
up yhat 1ittle fan time he has thalt he is now in college. That's ckay. Vic,
I'm sure you would have done & great job, but you will notice that I dig get
another revieuer, go vhere's really no problen. Incidentaliy, you will une
doubtedly notice that this revicwer prefers to remain walmoun. FHe explains
all <his in his colum., I never considered the fact that a person’s om
publishing status would coffect the rezcbion to his reviews, bat I agree wiih
r X on this. If T suddeniy atiacked VARRGOH, I'd be swre Lo get all the
coment I'm faunching for. In fact, thaé sounds like a CGheod Tdea! Tf T
really get desperaie for lotiters, I'11 hit some top mine or Zani Or say
something stupid!i Loclk at all the comment Cascio's articlos draw, Lasel i
T hope this reviey colwm uill be fairiy regular. bub considering the bull

of the comments, I doubt it will be so frequent as T'd like,

' Pl

Ko, Bob Lichiman, I did nct up-date this issue. I expested to finish
CINDER #8 sometime in February since T heve midayour eXsms Ccoming up. Bub
e

suddenly, leots of lebters and material came in, and I Tinished i carly. In
fZact, I kad to squeaze things a 1:3:%1’:19; This issue will be ton sheeis of
paper, which I imagive will cost me 45¢ postage, instead of 3¢ & COpy.a

ARTWORK: Cover: Allen CG. Kracalik; page 6: Arthwr Thomson; page 144
Robert E. Gilborb. 3taff artist is Roberi E. Gilteri. ags soon az he sonds
sone more 1110%.

See you in CINDER #o |

&)
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thoughtless

I suspect that any fanzine reviewer whe ventures
into great detail and length to relate urder vhat
purpese he's laboring would be thought to be more
than a liclle boring and superflvous; il's largely
self.explanatory that he's just another Joe. in-
dulging in that age-old fammish frivolity whese
criginator has wisely vemained anoigmous. Houwever,
depariing as it does from the common practice. the
absense of any byline for this colwm midhi be a
differeut matier. demanding of a vord or two in explanation.

) Peimarily. the opinionating which inevitably follows identificaticn is
q the basis for this depariture from the norm. As a matier of unconscious course,
readers would tend to asgociate ry opinions with what they know of ne, pere
\senally ~ 1y tenure in fandem, my publishing statvs (or lack of same), and
r’? / So on, to either the detriment or benefit of the reviecus, instead of allowing
( (_then judgement on their cwn merits, or demerits, Secondarily. itfs aluays
been a source of personal awusement to me TO uUatch others guessing as to the
identities of the Fandergacs and Athelings ~— and T confess both participa-
tion in these Sherlockeries and an interest in waiching sinilsr precesdings
fr

o

om a mere persopalized stordpoint.

That time-honored sysien of inducing specuvlaticn, as well as a goed deal
of comment and noi a 1ilile heated avgument. invelves using the ¢lozk of anon~
ymity as a shield kehind which to similiancously cower in safety and hurl
forth a multivwle of nasiy remarks, fully as content as Michsel Valeatine
Smith in his comforting {cetel position. I abstain, being pleasant by na-
twre, possessive of no rabinle~rousing instinets,; and. verhaps particuiarly.
fearful of later recrimaiions.

Tt wouldn't be at all aviss to adept a pseudorym, of course, and T con-
sidered such action; but the effort expended (all of fouwr mimutes, I was
lager told) produced nothing of particeniar significance. and only a pair
of "eute" cognomens. both of which are better left wirepeated. It's osbvious
that T'm not presenving an address to which eagey young editors might send
thelr cpii: T get all the fapnzines I covld ¢onceivabliy ever have use for,
and don't have any perticdlar. burning desire to regeive more than I do as
a macter of natural course.
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Any subjecv of farmisn reflection is naturally open to divergent evalu.
1tions of both oxe and intrinsic worth, and the matter of "soulwsearching
ig no differcni; gome will siaunchly defend it as worthwhile and even necesSe
sary, whilo others would willingly writex it off as undue pessimism and wasted
play at analysis. To me, & little self-introspaection on the part of fans,
no matter how naive, is vorth the effort, and various individuads have recemi.
1y taken it upon themselves Lo illuminate some of the not-sceniceiiies of
fardorts It's a healtby sign, this.

The work most thought of in this connection is MW‘W! 5
parvially because of it Herculanean proporuions, and parti because Towmer

apparently 15 still far and auay vhe most candid historlan fardom has ever
ktnown. Not only was he cardid, avd complsiely unafraid to report vhat he
Inow or bolieved to be the truth, he was a veritable master of slanting. By
carefnlly sprinkling tho earljer sections of Al Syset Idiocy! with a number
of s@lf-derogatory remarks, he has lured far too many readers inio bsleiving
that since he's being so honest about himself, it follows that vhat he says
of others must te cempletely unquestionable and above-beard.

Time has brought to the fore a mumbor of fans who disagres with portions
of Lanoy's ursolicived testimonial, and can prove their peints; bui, basical-
1y, argument only solidifies the latter's repuvation of being a basically
thruthful individual, While Jeoe Gibson generally isn't ithought of by wodein-
day fans as being a “Stormy Petwrel', as was laney by his generation; he might
be the logical successor, if such matters were even comsidered seriously. His
article "Cheats, Frawds, Theives, Whores, ard Moochers" from the fifiy-eighth
Shaneri-l Affaires is not only ambitious in title, but preecise in iis condems
nation of fams wno are tardy at “cleating house®, wro allow the deviants and
unf'its of Society to rooust contentedly herein, and who nover seem to think of
this as a mattor of pressing conceln.

Gibson has teen a fan for more ithan TWENLYy years; nol mly does this pro-
vide him with a more adeguzte background f£zom which to draw (mostly un-named)
exampleck, it enables him Lo employ one of the slickest tricks I've encountered
in many a fanning day. Specifically, Joo ic umriiling to argue fan history
with anyono who wasn't there to experigpee iv -- and when this prohibiticn
extends back tweniy years, it's an effective sitop-block for ninewtenths of
present-day fandom, myzelf among the comparative innocents. I'd be hard~
pressed vo argue segregation uith an old-Uimey who insisted That my grago
of the matter was inadequate, since I wasn't alive prier vo the Civil War
and therefore missed tho basic precepts, bul to Gibson thia isn't an impos-
sible prerequisite.

I think only those involved could have serious cbjectica to our cleaniimg
our ranks, but ¥r Gibson is ovorlocking one important facter, Most of the
tyigal' issues in fandom today, either by nature or wish, e not gererally
open to public discussion and action; depending upcn the gmmups thay concern,
they are narrowly discussed ard passed on under the vague litel of o,
Thus it’s obvious Lo only & smell segment of fandom that so-ard-so is a per-
vort, or that Joe Blow is curvenvly in the State Pen. Al fandom cannot bo
blamed for inaction on issues which aven®t general kaowledps, aﬂd,’c‘z,}‘f;ights,
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ougnt not to be-

Gibson's isn't the only wortinthile material in this paricular issue of
Shagey. although it far overshadows the rest, as well it might. The re=-
gular feature "Springboard® carries an article by Ed Cox on the necessity
that TAFF cultivate a good "Public Relations Man®, of the caliber of Larry
Shawr. It's a problem, certainly, one vhich denands fagter action #han is
taken on such matters, generally, One reason for the success of the Willis
Mard and the letdaim in the curront TAFF campaign is that legernd speaks
louder than words; even if Walt N‘:.llis hadn't been uriting top-quality na-
terial for fandom in recent years, he'd 5ti11 cormand heal thy contributions
to a fund designed to bring him back To the States for a few brief, halycon
woments,

However, the main issuve ig that ‘the Don Fords and Bob Madles haven't
boen real go—ge\.ters vhile the Shaws have, and it's more than coincidence.
Both conveniion and fanzine fant are irrtarested in having an enjcyable trip,
and pleasing thoso uho elected then; but only the latter are imicrested in

fanzine orfdentation for vhe ensuing canpaign. Ellizk could be a first-rate
TAFF executive 1f job and Jocal f:mdom activities don't too completely buf-
falo hin,

Not a greac deal more can te said about this slirmer-than-usval Shagey,
save that it carries the incvitaZb2e cartoon of squirrel Ellik packing AW
for his long severanco from the States, as well as other notable ariwork.
The headings are ncav aud competont, buti _:np*'acuca._ for any fanzine withovt
a qualified artist on its editorial staff — yet the cover is equally un-
pretentious. bmple bt Gecerative. and completely within the reach of a
great number of Fans who snowld, in 31X likeliheood, emulate it rather than
struggle with unwielay ilivsilations.

FM Busby has comething of a kneck for condensing issues to the bone and
picking the marrou for ; *caemauon, and he displays This talent In the
1535th Oy of uhe Hapeles The current hassle ‘nem on Dr. Chris Nogcowits
(arg Iauyevf and Ted. W Te frnrd sexy 7ifo) has honn, Puz points cout.” that
corments obvicusly riddci with only fannish cormetaticns sre subject (o le-
¢al interpretation on a different level. Th'o.., when Ted Spoke (in FAPA) of
articles by Chris as belng iuncompetent, it isnlt readily obvicus to a law-
ver that the vefevence was cnly to works '.-rr:‘r:tten within, and for, faudom,
It!'s a hitherto wmenticned fact, to the best of my knowledge. but on that
very definitely benis keeping in mind.

Recent xsporis thar, various investigating agoncies wisght be afool in fan-
dom mae Johiy Borry g fiction, {Ehe Interloper!. ail the wore cegenl, and
nonea.ng-lpss 0 tad m‘w The ¥8I, CTA, WOTY, and HCOUA might cuvrently Ho
as oy hgk)s (c; owdmg the ormipresent pestal authorities), Bt therers
853113 an ¢lement of plca sure to be drawn from Berry's cosmical allsgory o
a Soviar egenc overating withing fandom. and the rather unlikeley manner
in wailch he is detacied.

T&ls tempting to disregard vhat T seid carller (pugh eariied) said zbout
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comments designed Lo arouse comiroversy; so tempeing that I beleive 111
throw mimor ethics aside ard digress. Simply, Ory might be the nost over-
rated fanzine currently being weblished. It's Pimproved" tremendously du-
ring the past few months. bub at one time the adoration it receivad by
those who were pormitted full reign of genius (7) within its pages (as
well as others who had no persoral comecction) was simply avsalling, a-
larming, and completely incomprehensible to me. The ruch-applavded let.
ter column was a conglomeration of wvain atiepts at humor. pointless folw.
de.rol. and no little repitition. Today. the only difference is that the
rantings. for the west part. ave ramnwed by move mature irdividuals, but the
vechnique is much the same.

4 2ow scnsible things are said, almose inevitadly. (Y say zlsgst, think.
ings of sorevhat eavliet {ry's.) Ed Neskps and Ben Jason receive gold-
stars Tor the issuc ai hand, wich silver letrahedroas going To Betiy Ku-
jewa. Haryy Warner, and Roy Tackeit for at least providing a certain mod
ioun of entertainment. To the rest, the traditicnal puke-colored, tarnished
brass vembagrame. In all. it's  rather dull Sare: I much prefer the cone
cigeress of other letter columns. such as those in Kipple aud Yaps. which
aight net be "Gleverly-edited!, bui at least concern themselves with natters
beyorsd the obvicus. and eliminate the unneeded wepitivion. All considered.
“he Rusbies arecompebent editors. but lacking in willingness to bend or to
assort themselves.

Tofs strange ©o think chal ¢ discussion of the factors which l2ad cers
cain strange individudls to bocone fans could easily evolve into one com™
gerping the wrongs of famdiom. buc Jim O'Meara's hypothesis that nost fans
ave firgt-born or only children, Earl Xemp's Why Is A Fan!. and numkerous
mailing comments have zpparently brought the issus thus about-face. This
places the matter comveniontly within the range of the expressed theme of
the revelation of fammish nesiiness. which is a good thing; iv clears the
way for o word or wwo en Yiperd, !

If the apount of new Light throun wpon an oft-discussed subjece is
guizable standard by which to evaluate maihing cormenis, Bill Tonaho s
wust be chout the best of the numercws examples which concern themsedies
with Why I8 A4 Faal. Denoho sakes a speelal peiut or two abouv mailing
comsents in a seporate article in this fourth iszsue, and wisely folicws
the advise with & sound exzmple -~ an example wosth veading, in any evenite
Not thaw there isn't other good meterial in Vipgr:; the editorisl section
is concarned with & poi-poursd of matbers, wmost of them handled succossiul.
i1y. as is the section of home~brewins, that succulent Sotnnern Californiae«
Seavtle pustime. ITt's alsec to Domahe's eredit that he rambles entertalit.
ingly on the subject of cats; despiie Thousands of words oa ihe folins mon-
strosities, the only other personslly enmtertaining account of an augher’s
nebitance wth cais that I can recall is Mavion Zimmer Brodiey's. and shed
heing voung and innccent, ended by dashing cqe beastis heaé in, in a fiv of
vapga. (1 hasten to assure you that Donaho dusd nothing of the kan fo)

The controversy over the neceseily for & Public Relations Fan Iow IAFY
was precipitated. dnGirectly. Ly i Taae wovk evn the pare of Tovry and
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.ﬁ‘:ﬂ.“em, fanzive." ly incarceraticn in fandon hasn’t been marvelously long

Horeen Shaw on behalf of vhe Willis campaign, and it's altogether too ob-
vious that this Larry Shavw fellov is prone to controversy-spaunings-controe
versies such as that on drafi-dodging, vhich is further perpetrated in the
fourteenth D:.sggrd‘* This isn't a genuine Contioversial Issue, I'm afraid;
your sentimencs on the natier are iikelgy to go from those on the obvious
0 feelings on comseripition, to an evaluation of our sociely, per ge; de-
rerding on vhether we're goed or bad, by your svaluation, you'!ll agree that
sither Boggs, who feels rathor negatively touwards the drafi, or Shaw, uho
is dofiﬂii,ely (and to me, rightly) appalled not so much by the individualst®
lack of “patriotism?, but their arrogance in bragging of their cleverness in
zoluding dratt authorities.

Still, tho fact that there are definitely fans in owr midst wvho have safe.
1y eluded the drafi authoriiies (whe they arve, I don’t really care to know)
16 definitely prone to askanse eyebrows and a litile commmal soul-searching.
{Those individu2ls, then. might be the characters in the title of Gibson's
article in Shagpy; they fit all the gualifications, save the fourth.) Our
society may mot be perfect, but it's the best available. ard the sawe might
be said for “patriotismb; it's "Shaboy idealism®, certainly, but it!s ine
diecative of something important. something binding, something we very much
nzegc_l.ﬁ although I often wonder at the necessity for fust having to express
it. to the subsequent less of wmeaning.

A fire veview by Marion Zimmer Bradley, a concise and interesting let-
tercolumn, and sone welcoms words from Boggs on such divergent subjects as
rneeting Llla Parker and observimng a hidden value to the hitherto unappreciated
PAR (Pay-After-Reading) method round out what's a typically fine issue,

We can't always corveet those flauws which irevitably spring up because
fandom is the sort of foot~loose~ard-fancy~free organization t;haL it is,
but & mmbor of writers in Warhoop” make it painful 1y obvious that we don’t
always mend owr oun fences, and b9 as geood at farning as we night be, Sor
the sake of others who wight conceivably be involved, Much ¢of this “crite
ieism® isnit readily appsrenc, but all of it is obvicus either hy inflection
o suggestion. Wor onc thing, ve obvicusly aro not nliogether ©oo careful
abou'i‘, vhat w2 say. as Lerperon demonstrates by taking Bob Leman to task in

ne editorial section. 010 Carr jin the lstier section, and Vic Ryan in the
.ulmg-cozzrem seeticn: also. we nmight be just a Little rmore nerceplive
(analogy by Blish) and o little more analytical (kuvdes to Loundes).

For a ceritain segrent of Fandon there's certainly a litile self-introd
spéction due: SAPS, as Bergeron points out, is losing ’ {through disenchant-
rent or defection to FAPA, or both) many of its I r»'o’bcc Poll higher.ups,
vhich is equivalent to saf.mg that the mest talented people are losing in-
'cefef“sl SAPS, then, P’E,xlu do uell to consider the matter - but I'm un-
*r:«_ll <0 bot thove won't be any constructive action taken.

I ¢hinlz it wvouldn®t be at all amiss to denart and say u fey vords avout
arhoon -~ peneral verds, readily available to one and all in any respcectas
ble dictionary. Particularly. six wovds come to mind: "Warhoon is the world’s

b =R
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but © possess a number of old fanzines, and I'n more than hard.pressed
o romember one that had the potential which Warheon has just in 1l&s cole-
wmnists, to say nothing of cuvside material or lectters. These towers of
strength are John Berry, Jarmes Hlish, Redd Poggs, and Walt Willis, with
Bergeron doing regular, ycoman uvorks; Has anyone every topped this?

The letiorecolwm is cxcecdingly good fare. Bob Silbverberg is valking.
up money fandem; Ed Woed is spreading Holiday Season asininity: and John
Brunner is bitching tecause the US has condemned Englaond to death. It's
Moom and Doon personified, but all seem to be enjéying themselves,

There are naturally other cxanples to be found in further current fane
zings, bul these particular magasines have been chosen as beth represent.
ative of the theme at hand, and fortunate enough to appsar in the upper
stratum of our publishing world; zR&=iS efforis which no neofan would be
ristalen to secure. A o the methed of introspection: o conclusion was
vreached, and none was intended. It's obvious thal there ave pitfalls to
the process, howover; if the method ever becomes "fashicnable", the dopth
of perception is likely to suffer. And, perhaps potentially moct harmiul,
the neofan, in reading his first few fansines, might come to the concliusion
that fandem has more than ils share of perveris and misfits. IS mizht. bub
T think itl!s necessary for the newcomer to be given tiwe To maet the other
type of fan -« the intelligent and personable sort who makes this microcosn
the fun it is, or ought ©o be, in proper perspegtive.

smep e Tl aegr

: Shapgri~L'Affaives #58 (Fred Patien, 222 So. Crammercy Pl., Los Angles 5,
alifornia.) Available for letters, artwork, contributions, and trades;
Archie Mercer is The oversceas representative,

2: Cry of ike Nameless #155 (EBoz 92, 507 Third Ave., Seattle #, Washington)

Somy letters, trades: contvibutions, o 25¢ per, five for $i; John Beriy hane

dles Sterling aren subscripbions.

3: Vipey #+ (Bi11 Donmoho, 1441 Eighth St., Berkeley 10, California) An OMPA

W megazine, available for letbers, trades, or a quarier per issue; Jim
Limoed, oucside The US.

B: Discord #i& (Redd Poggs, 2209 Highland Pi, B, Uinneavolis, 21, Minn.)
Trades, leiters, or 15¢ ver copy, four fov f£ifiy cents.

5: Markoon #i3 (Richard Bergeron, 110 Bank St., Bew York 14, ¥Y) Published

for SAPS, but genorally to be had for letters, contribubions, trades, or

tuenvy cents the cery, five for $1.
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COMMENTS ON CINDER 6:

MIKE KURMAN, 231 W, 5ist Ct., Miami 4%, Fla, ~. On the whole, I'd rate thish ]
of CINDER 2. Funy the way it came out -« the same rating youv gave MIAFAN,
But I'm not doing it for "vevenge", or some such dastardly veason. That is
@y true estimation of CINDER #6. I wouldtve given #5 an 8. You've gene up
o foriy pages and sacrificed good material.

{Those ratings kind of shocked me,/

GARY DEINDORFER, 11 De Cou Irive, Morvisville, Pa, - Aside from the baad
repro with vhe black masters and Seth Johnsonis "article", I found CINDER on
*  the whole to be enjoyable and interesting. Conmsidering the fact that youlre
onty fourtecn [you mean fifteen, you geddam fake-fan/, the pmeduction of a
fanzine of the gensral quality of CINDER #6 is quite an achievement, and you
should be proud of yourself. And don't mind the slashing reviews which you
are bound to get from reviewers of fanzines here and theve: take them
grano salis. I'm glad Fhap you have decided to continue rublishing CINDER
after issuve {6, too; it’s oo good to drop by the uayside., believe me it is,

I won't cormment on Cascio’s “rebuttall. except to say that T wish Monue
mental Fuggheads would rot ainuays feel constrained to pen rebuttals ©0 crite
icism of their work or, in this case. complaints that they have been unfairly
editeds I would iike to pass this article of Cascio’s on to a psychologist
or iyoi itfs a vevealing reflection 3 e mind of a paranciac.

Coulson's piece trisgered this vision in my nind of 2 parallel world
wnere balls roll around on level surafaces. peonle of the same height appear
o grow or shrink In relaticn to each olher as they wove from spot to spot .
pendulums hang at 60¥ angles. eic., and up on the liichigan Upper Peninsula
there’s this Mystery Spot wiere pendulums hang gSiraisht doun in relation to
a level ficor, people aprear Lo be the sape Leight a8 they move around are
seen in varicus velaitions <o one apother. and all the rest of it. (FA1ll the
rest of it" entailing ar Todisna fan with moustackhe and narrcwed eye who comes
0 get material for a skeptical.iype article to te publiched in a fanzine '
called CINDER, and a Pernsylvania fan vho urites o lettor Yo said faazine
in wich he emvisions & vordd vhere perndvlums hang straight dovm in relatioa
©o a level flioor all over tie place, excopt in a place on the Kichigan Upper '
Peninsula cailed The Myscory Spot theire sea )

I have come awsy from "Meanderings® ever the more irmressed with the com.
postional abilities of Seth A, Johnson. and vhe obvicus povers of hls incis=
ive. relentlessly logical nind. Vessir, Seth A. Johnsen is certainly a good
writer, Hote how ke stavtes his theme in his first paragreph, that he is going

4
1

eme 1 T
o discourse cn the mediuwia of the alternate weorlds story. and then builds a
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beawtifully uriten arvicle aboui that theme (writien in his ususl spavkling
style). Honesily thougn, I have yet to sce a Seth Johnson arvicle which
eveor managed vo follow the theme suggested Ty its topic paragraph. Seth
Joimson is a master of frec asscciacive _,cyle, and ail of his ideas a £eaUTw
ifuily inopely stated. This particular avcicle is some sort of ney monmument
o i W"{,ﬂ@c.\.-Gd."Cuug and places Johason right up there with Casclio and Ed Wood
as a Fabulous Fugghead.

Pilati seoms to be o perceptive fellow. on whe basis of his little artc.
iele. Very eatertaining for & now-to article. T especially dug his list of
Finfs® and Youcis! in fannish correspendence, amd his suggesci.on to Ywention
vour cwn fanzire.! T have aiways felt that 80% of the fanzines nenbioned
oy psople as former fanzines wera completoly ficticnal, and. of course, vherea
i wo way to check up on such a Tthing, considering the frightening super-
abundance of Tanzine titles, presenc and pasc.

Corman seens ©O DG 2 waster al Writing abouc himself. and wsuslly most uwne
interestinglys The sorv of ln:ag, which Corman attenpts in "Wordage! #li musi;
bo donme with wit arnd siyie, welther of which Gormen di apla;«;m iR any grosat
degree, I have never btoen parciculanly interested in the trials which o ned.
iccre writer has ned to R vhrough iu order o gotv oul the great glopping piles
of Truth ingide of him {in this case, bthal Gorman became bored with publishing
nis fanzine, thav ne zpent most of his day writing piles of ariticles, aond that
occasionally he relaxed later in the day with 2 beer 0¥ 4uo).

Ced, bub L am 2 critvical vesuavrd today. An well. 1t°il all pass.

BILL PIOTT, PO Eux 4919, Unlive . Alsbang - Il con:c‘,'usedr Just uhnat the
pnell is Cascio avguing fcr or againet? T can't quite decipher his lHarticiel,
Vhat's this jozz about fandom killing st€? I think he is somer.ma“c off base

with that remailz, In the 35t place, it was fandom in iis early b eg;imx:‘mgc

thae kewt sof alive. Withowe the cloaejy niv body of sciegce £iction fans in
me last 207g and eariy 30's science fiction as we kuow it code 2y would nevexr
have evolved. Those fans were the ones who valked sty up among Thior Brignds,

formed fanclubs (ever though many of thgm were haphasrardly organized). and in-
spired the Tirst conventions - first regionals and thewn worldeous.

x

Modern fendom and fens are playing their role in keoping sif aliive teday
e*a.,her than ki 11’11-{ stf as dJack suggesis. Vhere do the serious leviers.of.
commenc and 311{-‘;{;&,..; .aon for improvenment come from? They come frem fandom.
Pandor 35 a wnifyiap bedy where Fans develepe 11"?e~long ,:.I‘.Lpl,,d.)%ips, have op-
nort‘L.nJ_uj o exprecs thewselves, and diccuss their faverite form of Likeratuwre.
These levters come Lrom fans, generally these who ave active or seni.active i
fandon, The general Johin. Q. Citizen who picks wp THRILLIUG HOBRCE STORNES
av the ilccal drugscore is not the 'i:y“e reader who keeps the genye alive.

He might buy half a dozen coples of esach prosine per yeay, vead a handful
of papervacks, and be considered a science fiction fan in goeperal, e is
of imporvance te the gemup for his monetary coniributicn, of course, but as

it

or the betierment of the £ield ~. he doasnit offer a damm things There
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exeepbions: I'm not so naryrow-minded as to ignore that fact. I'm sure there
are a awiber of serious devotess uho have never heard of fandom andfor are not
interesied in faundom, bubt fandom foris the corve of the critical sitf asnalysist
whose vasie and appreciation cwliivave over the years and helps io set the
standard for good sidence fictione Iv is this group of devoied followers who
hang on despite the lean years and who are among the first to give all theyfve

got whon things ook blackest. Casclo needs to delve into facts a livile :
more before he starts siinging accusations that he can’t logically back upe .
K GENTRY, 33,5 Ezeldd Edo, Nashvill: 1. Tenn, -- You ought to give Caseic a
3 vegular zolumne, That way, he can give his cpinions, ard then the wesh of
Tandom can stone hime IH'd ce good fcr the zine. Everyone will te waiting
for_the wex: isn. just t¢ see how Cascic is goirg to stick his oot 3n his
moaih this fimes '
. Pilati had a nice piece. Wonder vhore he got that list of "ins" and Youbs® .
thougn, since he left out o lob of important things. Like ANALOG. %sex*. Cas-
cio, and GLC o.. )
Good Ghu, mov: CGovmar! T olways have been bevhered by the metamerphdsis
frpm nee To active or al least semi-active form. I didn'i do a whols 1ot since
cellege let cut, =xeept for the last couple of days. bul I consider mys-1f at
1ras Semisacuive anywey. There are a lot of things in-fandonm tha’ T'd like
(o gen intc,; bus vhere's not vime for ali of thems Then thers zv: olhen things
co rake up what free time T have gev. Liks gicis, dates. girls. ari, girils
an@ chen thers are girls, Too.
—
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LARRY MeCCHMBS, 147 Dradlsy St., New Haven, Conn. -~ I hasitaie to even
tother repiying o Cascio!s article in #6, but I will jot doun ry corments
here and trust you to delate those which are overly repetitious of vhat
other letter-writers have said, First of 2ll; I cannot understand Jack's
attitude of not caring wnat bis avdience likes. T too print only material
I Like, but I try Lo chocse an gudience that will like it also. And I do
print things which I like only noderately woll when I think that some of
my audience vill like vthem very muchs And I muet - take sirong €X-
ception to Jack's statement that o novice editor must produce a certain
kird of fanzine, CAUL does not follow very nony of the stardard rules o-
bout fanzines -~ A% uses mostly naterial znd artwork by artists unknown to
fandom. Yet, althcugh it was sent to an coriginal mailing list composed
mostly of fens who did not know ws, it ims xeceived Tive or ten enchusiastic
reviews for every cue who disliked it for Deing different, Yes. an author has
evory righit o ask hic readers {o set aside thelr prejudices and acoept
his premises ghile they read his gbory. bol he has ne right to ask them to
veleive chat thess mremises aze thue in the wordd ouiside his story. If he
can make them so convincing through his fiction that thoy will beleive the
premisas; so much the betier. Bob if he must resort te tricking them inte
thinking they are reading norn-fiction, he is using deception to gel arowd
his own lack of talent or the utber imvalidivy of his premises.,

I enjoyed Coulsonis article on the Mystery Spot. I've never stopped at
one of these plzcss, since I assumed that they were done Wy optiecal 131usion.
fdowever, it is interesiing to note that swall wardatlons in the earthls

gravity field do exist amd sve of greabt use to the geologisi, though it vakes
sensitive instruments fo detecht them. For example, suppese youlre starding
in a valley near the oot of & great mountain range, and you have a very
gengitive means of devecting vhether a plumb.kob is pointing to tho centsy
of the earth. Whai do you ihink would happen? Suprisingly encugh {to ne,

at least) the Leb vould point slightly avay from the mountains. The 6Xe
pPlanation Lo thig is that the sarthls crust ig nade of liphier materizl
than the mantle in which it floats, and mountains heve roots of this lignier
material sticking dowm into the mantle Yo balance them - just as a large
sponge will extend both highor and despor than & small cne {loating near it.
So the average ancunt of meus con the side of the bob auay fronm the mouwntains
is greater and it points siighitly that way. Who needs optical illusiong when
nature lteeps coming up with cuch tricky little girmiclks of her owm?

& trve!

o

The horrifying thing aboul Pati's artlele is thal itls aboub Bf

Bowers! story was enjoyed. bubt it leoves ne wondering. He raises in ny
mind the cuestion of vy man came and uly he lsft, and vhether the tuo events
aro rolated by other ihan coincidence, but then leaves these questions -
answered, If he did this deliberately, he has node his point well but left
the roeader® with an wnlfinisived feeling. I he didn't notice this, it 15 a
geod point to %think aboul in the {utwre., I first lerrned this whoen AL Leth.
is (of Califandoin) spent soveral howrs in careful cribicisn of some of m
gierics, If you raice questicna in the readers’ thinking, you must either
ensuer them or leave the readers yriith a fecling that you cheated them. Billis
] Afro] &

&
cermand of words and him deooewsirtive shality ds gwesilent, thoush. particte.
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larly in “Arrivel®. I'd vory such like Vo sec more of his writing in future
issues.

/ " To polke my two-bits worth imto the big fanzinew.price war: ... I strongly
disagrec with Dodd on the question of answering letiers of ccrmemi. Most
//need no answer, and if I had tried to answer each one personally. I'd nee

ver havc gotien the next iscue of GAUL done. The following issue was my P
ansuer to letters of comment, aml any answars vhich necded to be made were .
made in the leottercolumn therein. Likewise with tradezines -- only a very

exceptional issuc would have gotten a letier of cormment fror me since I ‘

considered GAUL to be paying for these zinres in trode. IL I had had the
tine, I would have loved to have written more letiers, bue 2ll my availa.

\\ Dle fanac time was going into LASFS and CAUL. Nou thal I'm not actively
\ involved in either of these two, I can devoie considerable time Lo letters,
\dud I do try o ansuBr all letiers and sines that I receive, Tthough it of«

temtakes quite g wiile,

And on to the other big topic of discussion: specd.~reading. I will
join the crownd by bragging that I can readh speeds in excess of 1300
wpa when L wanc to. having done soms work ia highschool with a tachisto-
scope and with a g;adge“ that c:x:ﬁem up the page as you read along and so
forces you to rvead fastor. Bubt I hasten to add that ny speed varies from
next to nothing on an organic chem text up vofull speed vhen skimming mi
terial from vhich I necd To exiract major points and can ignore mino: ones.
T think the lstter clcill is vital to college swrvival, since many profs
assign large amounts of reading which must be covered for general knouledpge,
but which need nob and cannot be read in detail if the studont is vo have
time for his other courses. The real trick comes in knouing vhat spoed ©o
use for any given material. That 1ittle knack is getiing me "lonors" grades
in a couple of courses which ave nearly flunking othors of equal imielligence
and reading ability. I find that I read novels at a faivly high rate of
speed. . o
Yor cnc Lhi.ng, very few novéls arc vorthy of careful
reading to 1pprec.¢a‘co the authorls scyla.. VWihen I fiad one that is, T use
wally slow dovn to enjoy it. Teday for instance, T found tinme to write a-
bout ten pakes of lebter besides this one, write the sacond draft of the
enclosed arbticle, carry on all wy “20""1’1.11 daily activities such as cocking,
eating, ete., sl read the last 2/ /3 of Xemmedy's Profiles in Courage, all
of Darknegs at Hoon, large portions of Bulfinch's h\ no'!or?" and uwf'a’fi’
Bs savu in Z 76.-"! Budu}“r igm, oo fonzines. wuo neuspa rers, and trw}' the Tile
‘crossuord puzzloa Wow Lo nention a couple of hours in just rolaxming, napplng,
ete, Without speedeveading, T'd never got half as much donee.

ivz 9] {

-y

And T Also Heard From About CTNDER s DAVE 1.O0CKE, KCY HEDEERG, ard FRED

CALVIN.

4311 of you who just can Dardly ifait io read all the julcy corments oitt CINDER

i8sve #’1 showld hurredly turn the ohg (Without Tearipg Tti!) and dash into

some {108 /o2s natorial by REDD BOGGS. Yob too quickly nows Thab!s LU csessevesesrence
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COMENTS 0N CINDER 73

REDD BOGGS, 2200 Hiphland P HE, Ninneapolls 21, Mimnmesota:  Your remakks ae-
bout ©¥ in the sditorial are quite amusing and describe the sort of experi-
ences that X have had vhich make me refuse to watch tv as 2 normal thing.
However, a few puzzling remarks intrude. ¥From ay limitsd experience I would
say vhat commercials on AM radio were mere mmorous than those on v, rather
Than vice versa, last time I listered. Maybe they run about even. The row
ference that confuses me is your remavk that radio comercials ave read by
“sore egghead®. Last time I heard anything on AM redic the utier lack of
any invellectual countent was its most cbvious characteristics I had the
feeling the whole operation vas autemated -~ uritien and delivered by an

I machine, Finally, I croggied at your suggestion that the announecer on
vadio was Mreading vorbatom (sic) from a cuewcard.! . After a while, I real-
ized thst thisis the sort of remark a child of the television age is likeley
to make, and Xk iv's bime somebedy brolke it to you gently that ian radio, a
non-7iswal medium, all ammouncements, commercials. speeches, and dialog are
generally read from a gsgript. You can find this curious, archaic term dew
fined on p 760 of the New Collegiate dictionany.

Your book reviews were rather judicious summaries, perhaps a little oo
heavy on telling about tho books rather than on your analyses thereef. Still,
it was o very gocd jop, and as far gs you went in analyzing you made goed
genge. 1 think youlre wrong in at least one respsct about Level 7, bub it
isn't something I could prove, and I won't Talko up the matier here because
Itge got a review of This bock coming uwp clseuherde. ...

[I£ you will pull you copy of CINDER 7 oui of the towering stack of zines,
you will discover, I'm quite sure, that I made a statement that v commercials
are leas frequont. Yes, Redd, I really thoughv that verbztim was spelled

in that manner. Alas, You are quite vight in stabing that the word Wscripth
seems o be rathor archaice, almost obsolste in fact. I jmew chal cue~card
was the incorroct word in this case, but couldn't think of the correct ond.
Please jnform me &5 to where youwr book veview of Level 7 will be printed,
gince I am quiic interested in seeing where you dizggvee with me. I feltb
thet T rather thoroughly onaijued Level 7. & Let it herc ke noied That
Redd Bogegs is definmitely 2 good men. He sent me the Atom 1llo on thexm
first page of the fangine roviews, and also one other which will probably

e used next issue. He also coments well on CINDER rother regulariy even
though I send OIH in trade for DISCORD,. iHode to Redd Bopgsi

TAREY McCOMES, sgain —- &, too, hate telowvision, ard except for & few spe.-
cial programs (such ac the Harbly-Brinkley report on Yerime dees too pay®,
and the preceat production of "The Agomy and tho Ecstaey? or some such title -
the one about the priest with Oldver in the lead) I hmaven't watched it fov
five years. I'm conduciing o one-man campaign o give my emiertalrment
money to good movies znd plays. OF courso, my idex of a good wmovie is ra-
ther strange. I Llike ‘to e entervained. I'm gotting sick of these dex
prossing French dramas uvhich are dedicated o proving that life, like the
rovie, is nothing and that death, like the end of the novie, is a relief,

/

-
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Despite the fact thav I711 probably be drummed our of sorcon fandom for
50, I enjoyed Spaviacus and Breakfast ot Tiffany's much more than
1z Bolee Vita or fa Verite.

The revicw of Apipal Farp 3o an excellent school bock roviei we. it aSe
sures thav the reader has read the book, and it proves to him that you read
v woo and Imow what it was aboub. On Yhe otvher hond. tThe veview of Level 7
s an exeellent magazine book »eview. If the reader has read the book, it
givos hin scmething new Lo think about which he probably missed waen he read
its. If he hasn'’t read the book, It is otill an inberesting yeviey,, since
2y explains the reforences Lo the book and brings up some inbterasting points
which are couprchensible without the bock. I shord, the first review will
get you an UYAM in an Dnglish course and locse roaders for your réview colunmn,.
The second revicw will have the opposite cfféct.

Aren to Ted White., IE fanmine pubbing lsalt fun, don't bothsr. When it
becomes a chore or a bore, it's time Lo gafiate,

fOn the book veviews: I bave s confession Lo mgke. The fnimsl Farm roview
was a school vook repori (as Larny aliready know), walle the Lovel 7 one
wasn't. I did get an A" on the former. Incidentaily, T reporced on Level 7
2t school, t0oe. I gob an "AY on that also. IL seems to me That I read with
move comprehension when I am interested and enjoying 2 book. When I read
something Lor school vhat T donlt find particularly cucerbvaining, T fimd v
harder to bo cble to back up my points in the report. So therels a quesvion
for gil of you who have bLeeon commenting on the specdereading avgiment. Does
inberest and enteriaimment ¢ffect comprehensicn of reading matiter? I Lexi.
tooks ceculd be made to yeally interest the gtudont in what is being said,
would this raise his grades in the cowrse? T definitely beleive so, and T
wonder what you bhink abkout %,

You will notice that 1ittle ig said in the letiercol this Lime on paying
for fensines. This argument has bBeen ranbling on sincex CINDER #2, and I
have begun To feel that the readers have veen losing interest. IHaybe I'm
wrong, But Irom uow on, anything that is repititous of what hos already been
said o million times will not be printed. Iayry Helombs told of his poli-
cy with GAUL. X deloted 3o figuring that cnough faus nave Lold of their
policics in CIWDER., Redd hod a few thingex to say, also, bul were mostly
vepetition of what Ted Whilte sald lost dssue.

Thigs colupn is boing ciosed January 3, 1962, Any corment that conmes

i loter than thie dabe will be used anext imsue i¥ svitable for print. And
please do comment. Commont is otill not what 3t should be. Anybody o
vrites e gocd letier of comment will have a check mark in the Yrockwsolid
box. Those who did urite this time gel ny deepest thanks for doing Sos Spece
ial thanks to Iarry MNeCombs who szt uwp until ofier 1:00 am Iz cormenting

on #c 6 and 7. Larry is also a Ghood Mhan. 45 geed as Redd Boggs, event

T ALSO HEARD FROM: VIC BYAN, KEY GENTRY, PN, ROPERTS, and JOB PITATI, who

serit 4n o fine Jetier mostiy morked DHQ. Damm youw, Joct
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