


This is CONTOUR neka (four) Winter 1950-51 published by The Hodgepodge Press
for the Fantasy Amateur Press aAssociation and anyoune else whom I nappen to
think mignt be interested in receiving a copy. A4ll material not otherwise
identified is the responsibility ol tie editor, wno is reputed to De one

Bob Pavlat residing at 6001 43rd Avenue, Hyattsville, liaryland. Outside
manuscripts are welcomed if the writer has an opinion to express, or lays on
humor in large cnunks, or concerns himself witn tne finer tihings oi life,
wiich ususally, in the editor's opinion, could be associated with Bonemianism.
The emphasis on the latter is provably due to tne fact that the editor could
never be tuken for one, except after the conswimption of four nuclear fizes..
He has also beesn taken for deéad after the.consumption of four nuclear fizes.
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Somewhat less than a year ago I sent in my first subscription to SPACE-
WARP, Rapon's now-defunct fanzine. It had finally occurred to me--and I said so
in my letter to Repp at the time--that from the issues I'd seen he seemed to
have what I was looking for in the fanzine field: GCeuerally high quality,
new faces, news about tihwe fan field, as well as the more usual current-dey
fen articles, fiction, and a fanzine review cclumn snd a letter section. It
secemed, in short, to bs rather a good buy. 1o sconer had I sent my money in
than it was gocd-bye. The letter column disappeared, fagine reviews were
dropped, fiction was taboo, and the many-colummists make-up of the last few
issues was adopted.

Just recently Bill dvens lent me his file of the Scienc Fiction Fan, com-
promising gbout forty of the fifty-five issues, and I discovered wwet I con-
sider to be a real subscription fangine.

The complexion of fandom, as mirrored in fanzines, has certainly changed
over the years. First we had the emphasis on professional magazines——lineups
of forthcoming issues, pro bivliograpnies rnd autobiograpkies, etc, along with
general scientific fol-de-rol.. The fan grouped around his raison d‘%tre, tie
prozine. Following a pericd of transition ceme tihe fandom—-fandom period, just
before the barbarian invasion, with the Scieunce Fiction Fan one of the two
leading subscription exponents of the period (the other being the Science
Piction Collector.) The regular and semi-~resgular colurms of "Fan" which
generally devoted at least fifty percent of their space to fendom and fans
were Banr's "Between You and Mel--general cait-chat awut fondom and fans;
JVTaurasils Miaganews,! a fanzine review column, which his colwmn in SSS is
bocoming more and inore like every issue; "Fanfarade,! ¥ollheim's colunn, a
mainstay of SFI' for its first couple~tnrse years, covering fenish personalities
and doings; "As Otners See Us," a colwm of personality slketches of fans by
anyone vho wanted to write a personslity sketch about their friends; ond
Leadabrand's "Fantasy Comment! and "The Vagraht!s!" "Vagabondia STF, " both on
the general line of Banrls column--gensral chit-chat about fendom. Priaciple
interests centered on conventions, fanzines, and Michelism, with the latter two
being predominant. There was a greet deal of interest, in those days, witn
the PAPA, even in this subscription fanzine, wollheim and others quite often
listing new magazines in the FAPA, mentioning the increase in size of FAPA and
the gradual closing of its waiting list (the last three reports by Wollheim, as
I remember, snow FAPA lacking 10 members (membership limit 30 at the time,)
five members, and finally only two members. Articles and other columns con-—
cerned themselves with the pro mags, new becoks, Speer's "Institute of Private
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Opinion" polls, and articles on conventions and the general nature of fandom
and science fiction. This was, of course, the days of Michelism, and there
were tons of material that could be and were written avou} the "Political
Advancement of Science Fiction" and, concurreatly, of science fiction fandom.
The feuding was pretty bitter, at times, as feuding is likely to get when
either politics or religion is the basis of the feud, so personality differ-
ences were much more likely to be exhibited to the oublic's gagze than they -
are in the present days of serentiy in fandom. It was not at 2ll unusual to
find one person calling another a liar, communist, fascist, double-crosser,
or just plain stupid. All this intenee fanationalism is in direct contrast
with the present-day interest of fandom in almost anything except science-
fiction, fantasy, or fandoms I am not at a2ll sure just what in hell fandom
is interested in right now, and wonder if it is the lack of perspective, in-
sufficient connection with fandom, or the fact that fandom just ilsn't going
anyplace in particular. We even have idiotical gods nowadays: Roscoe, the
busy little beaver wno helps a fan be a better fan. Hardly fit company for
FooFoo and GhuChu. 4re the gods of today's fan weak because fans are a Aife
ferent breed, because fandom has no aim, or because there are too damn many
idiots mixed up in the pie?

That there has been a real change in fandom is evidente "Fan'" was an
exceptional magazine, but fandom, on the whole, did feel that intense interest-
in-self lLnown as nationalism. It was, of course, that same preoccupation
which latér made some fans fall hook, line, a2rd stinier, for Deglarism. Tor
a while I felt that it might be because, in going thru piles of old fanzines
one is inclinad to pass over the crud, selecting only tie zines you know to
be wortawhile, while at present you can't ignore the abundance of crud suitable
only for slip shests gnd horrible examples to hold up to a new fan, but lately
I've even read some of the old crud, and the same fanaiionelism sticks its
microceplialic head into view. (In the crud, fanationalism is idiocy; in the
worthwhile zines, ith healthy. )

‘How many fanzines today carry a good fanzine review column? Hardly any.
It is really samething when AMAZING, SUPER SCIEHCE STORIES, and STARILING
STORIES place iore emphasis on the fangines than do the fanzines themselves.
Laney's column, "Fanzine Scops," I've heard, is looking for a home. I wonder
just how many offers hels nod since renorting that it could be had for the
asking by a reliable publisher? Probably not enough to encoarage him to make
a mimeographed "Sorry but asked ior it firsi" reply letter,

What I'm asking for, or bleating about the loss of, is the fanzine
which speciolizes in fandom. Is fandom something to be ashamed of that we
must not talk about it, even among ourselves? Is it not worth talking about?
Or is there no longer any unity of feeling among the fans with the exceptiion
of insurgent elements? At least the better FAPA and SAPS material doz:
still show an interest in its own field--FAPA and/or SAPS. Or maybe that is
merely what malces the zines I refer to as #betver FAPA and SAPS material®
Wpetter FAPA and SAPS material." A fangzine wherein fandom had a home, a
mouthpiece, so to speak, of the mob and the leaders thereof, would be many
times more worthwhile than a hundred National Fontasy Fan Federations,
Universal Musketeers, and Fantasy Veteran's dAssociations all rolled together
into an even greater conglomeration than they have yet managed to attain,
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ALTRES' ANSWER

Thus saith Cérian: Y1 understend taet it is the fashion of fans to don
faces for which- theJ have not the vodies, aud to act as though they were men of
Llnd tney are note. : :

“Yean, verlly" Altres made reply.

iWhy ghoald these men do tnus?" questipned Cerian.

"It is unfortunate indeed tkat fans are not vetter actors, Cerian, and that
you should have noticed that tney are not .the great men they sometimes seem to
be--and even more often believe thnemselves to be. Faus, Cerian, are the same as
other men, although perhaps possessd of too mmch vanity and tender sensibilities

"I know not whether you have paid heed to thie methods members of this race
use to protect their individuslity, tho I doubt that yrou have had the time, being
but newly returndd from the inner systems. When a humen.feels his personality
assailed he will either counter-attack or retreat. Counter-attack seems to be tae
natural resction, with retreat being a development of thoee whose counter-attack
has often failed. lThe person who retreats; he who is continually beaten, or once
wus——for a personality pattern can:exist long after the reason for its original
development has passeG--has no choice .but to .sublimate his.own personality, either
by living within-‘an“irnner world‘(schizephrenia, in extireme casss), or can adopt
a role, protecting nis personality by the.simple expedient of not showing it.

ffans are unusual only in the superfluity of their camouflage. They often
adopt this type of defense——or perhaps being a fan is eveun a part of the camou-
flage-~but they have proven to be somewhat poor role players. Why this should be,
nona of we watcners have yet discovered, but it is so. Be that as it may, so
long as their personclity is ot snown, it cunnot be attacked. Yet, should they
manage to live their role without discovery, they can feel an inner satisfaction
in success. after all, their personality is intact. Not even the ego realises
thet it has been chunged by the role~playirg, and so is not really intact after
all,

8Should someone discover that they are but posers, they have the psrfect
excuse of ‘mental exercise'! and intellectual curiosity.M

Miow I seel spake Cerian. "It is a good defensse, for their personality can-—
not ve nurt, ‘even if they a2re expnosed for not being what they pretend to be, A
personallty can be hurt only wien it is criticised for being what it is.!

++T++++*+++++*+*++++++++++++++++*+++++-J++—+++¢T—++¢++++++++++-+++++++~+++++*+++1

Thich cne of your fannish friends are their real selves, in print and otner-
wise? A hint or two: Burbee and Laney,are usually their own selves in priani.
tho it is not unusual to find them acting. Boggs .and Warner are almost always
their owvm selves. Some of the guys--Eney, for example—are extremely hard to
find under ttheir printeris ink exterior, #ho are the thirteen undiluted FAPAns?

(Incidentally, no slizhts intended. People who live in glass houses and
all that.)
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A DAINY DAY IN THE ATTIC S e
OR

THRU BAZBARIAY COUNTRY
WITH QUS AND i
CRAYOLA - A

by Bob Briggs

Having recently man- ({/T‘
aged to borrow some fan-— k
zines Bill Evans was lending
to anotner member, I decided
to paw over them today, to—
gether with some o0ld and new
ones of my own, and see what
I could see. ;

Standing in a corner amd
locking over the piles of fanzines
now spread out on our 19 by 20
living-room floor, one thing really
strikes my attention: the lack of
color in present day mass. Even more,
I count only three litno eovs s in the last
three FAPA mailin;s. , Only ten faps have bothered witn
covers at all in this perio , and five of taese have been by Hotsler.

OQutside of FAPs, Ztaoin Shrdlu and the exceptional Fsekromantikon have used color,
while Odd has its one-.color printed covers. Only Orb and inodomasnetic Digest
have had colorful intericrs. ‘ :

Ten years ago Fanfaore ceme out with a cover lithoed in :reen ink, inside pages
in red and blue. About then we had Dawn, Mova, Diablerie, Beyond, Zn Carde, Chan-
ticleer, Fan Slants, Snide, Venus, and others. Recently we'lve seen Fantasy Adver~
tiser., Fanscient, end Scienti-Fantasy. And who cen forget Gorgon with its fine
format ?

7ith the exception of the few offset fanzines, however, what do we have?
iothing like Weidenbeck's department headings in Ilovae, cr En Garde's airbrush
covers. Volume I number 3 of MNova is a good all-around exammle. Front cover~—
air brusn. Back cover—-litho by Clyne. Inside—-2 more litho pages plus 18 illos
and headings, many in red, green and blue, ot even Boggs takes the trouble
#idner took with nis headings for Fanfare. Diablerie once used 7 colors in one
issue; I doubt if anyonz would try taat now,

Of course, we do have Rotsler. The solitary splendor ‘of Masque, nowever,
only heizhtens the surrounding drabness.

The old artists are gone, and there are no new ones. As unlikely a place
for art as Fantasy Commentator cnce publisned five full-page pictures by Krucher
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in as meny issues. Its nearest rival, Tne Tplisman, has yet to print a picture or
even a fancy heading. ’

In the last few mailings of FAPA there has be:n no work by Jack Veidenbeck,
Art . ldner, Roy Hunt,; Zonald Clyne, Hanunes 3ok, damon knignt, Joe Krucher, or
Howard liller. Xven Bill Kroll and John (rossman ore abusent.

Looking over some of the 1946-48 fanzines, I find some worth commenting
upon individuslly-—eitiier because they offer sometning worth copying, or something
to avoid.,

Kennedy £ives some good advice on prcducing a #fanzine worth preserving' in
Green Thoughts 1. Kenmedy haosn't slways followed his own advice, but ais Green
Thourhts are still worth reading two and four years luter. The Kennedy person—
ality, no doubt, is tne reason tnat it and Grulzak survive wnile otners perish,

Along with the Kenredy personulity, the little cartoons liberally scattered
throughout the puges are of vast importance. iHis interesting and clear-cut head—
ings could te profitably copicd by many fan editors. (Are you listening Eney?
and you too Pavlat?) ((iie? bp)) The little quotes and comments tucked into cdd
corners deserve much more than a "filler!" rating, and are one of the reasons these
pubs will be read with joy five yeurs from now.

Surprisingly, Cherles Burbee is rather dated--at least from the Burblings
oround 1947-1943., f%‘he reason is tnat most of nis stuff, unlike Kennedy'ls, is
narrow. For anyone wno doesnit snare Burb's infatuation with 4l ~shley, his
variations on a single tn=me pale at the third repetition. Methinks Burtlings

lacks the gayity of the Burbee who edited Shsesy and wrote the Oxnard Himsel
SA05e

I eacerly looked Forward to reading my two issues of ATOTZ. On the first
page of one of thea was: Maoping I naven't bsen a'missed wnile twas too darned
lazy to get out one of these heve now 'zinesc! Interest waned.

I veep bitter tears at missing FAPA when R. P. Gronom published. Just
think: I was almost in a club with God Almighty!

A Feophyte and a stack of pasques brightened up the pile. xlthough the art
in Heophyte wes poor lotsler, ne did print some of the "morbedetsa of the very
Germenic Heinrich Kley, wnose work is reminiscent of the dances of death ((and
whose women remind some of Rubens')). Rotsler's work in jizsque, however, was an
improvement. He should use his air brush more cften.

In Primal and Morrheus we find an anslysis of Laney end his reply. I thot
7ilson did a very competant Jjob, maybe because he came to tne same conclusions
I did. lLaney takes evasive azction behind an 0Old Uncle CGoodheart facade, proving,
with the aid of some straw men and some very doubtiful stetistics, tnat the lamp-—
post ran into nim. Uncle Coodheart Luney cnucks nis praise to everyone and
cnyone else wno has somehow managed to dodge speeding 1:mpposts.

Returning to generalizations, pernaps the desire to publish is gone. Ilo one
but Orb and Stefantesy seem to counsider their ma:pzine as a mogagzins, rather than
merely a way to meet requirements or lesp subscribers semi-.content. FAPA is not
so much an amateur Press association as a Debating Club.

Continued on page 11.



HYPODERMIC

Reviews of tue B3ard FAFA mailing

¢

SLOTHFUL THING 2. I still enjoy fanzines wiich.you can relc>x with, and this
is certainly one.

SHAKE PIT I 3 3. Voted.

IRUSAREI" 1. Relaxed with Silververg. Seml Diskin, tho, asks what I do read
since I seem so off on proziues. General fiction such as Isquire and Blue Book;
detective and other novels; stf in books; certain of the prozines such as aSF,
Galuxy, F&SF; ond sometimes magazines such as the New American liercury and such
items as The Psychology of Zzo-Involveuents by Sherif and Czntril, A Study of ——---
Interpersonal Gelatvlons edited by Mullzhy, aud so on. I much prefer, also, the
avercge issue or three of an unread issuwe of Science Fiction Critic, Fantasy
Correspondent, or Fantusy Coumentator to an avera.e issue of Future, SS, or SSS.
snd I have lots of unread issues, tho not gl) of that high a caliber.

STIFATTASY VI. 3 20. Out of FAPA entirely too long. 19 issues too long, in
foci. Quite nice to nave a printed ziue in umong all the rest, and darn nice to
see things like that Uomn Stanley article. I could practically see Norm giving
it, just as ne gave the first at the Torcon: brief case, paper shuffling and
discarding, poker face and all.

HORIZOS XIT 1 44. 4gree largely witn you on that 1ivel article, Earry,
but think you're a Yitsle too worried over the dangers of "poetry in no known
lenguage ana cipherst for, after all, before we zet investigated, we have to be
kunown to exist. I, for one, greatly doudbt tnat tne F3I is keeping tabs on us,
and wonder if = appear in even their fabulous files. Operating openly.in a
rosteicted field, as wo do,we cen get awey with nurder. In fact, I mignt try
runaing a cip. nexy vime out, if.I can figure out a way to amend it so it's
typeable. Thiuk I see glinmerings....

NUDITY 1. I rather surprised myself by setting quite a few chuckles out of
this issue. Your humor immroves either with writing (yours) or reading (mine).
Hore it stays that way. 7 A quicliie in Islaniian grammer: The word fanzine,
if it existed in Islandian (and it certainly wowldn't), wrould be neuter as
would a word for "coutour.® Conny is the continuing femily name of all the
little (femsle) offspring.of the Con family, wi'h Fny' rather thas "na® (waich
¢ aormnaily added to femily names to indicate thie beersr is a woma:; 2dded for
euphonic Lgasuvis,. Children in Islandia are numbered vather than being given
prep r nemes. One, two, three, four, five in Islandian is ek, atta, etteri, nek,
natta. Since we're dezling with females, the rames are appropriasely modified
to elka, attana, etterianz, neka, end, next issue. natvana. Surely anyone who has
ever traveled on the iarsh Ducl with Hytha Nattana Solwadia should remsmder thavl

ASTRONAUT I 2. Re: "The Station in Space!: We have a revolving outer
circle and o stationary inner circle. ‘onder if it+g necessary to have the
inner cixcle stationary? It 1s goiag to foul thing s up without end if it is
stationary, both - .w.th :..='3. 1o the drive mechanism necessary, and the
problem of gcing from tae inner chamber to the arms leading to the '"homelike!
outer ring. (Come to think of it, maybe it wouldnit be so hard after all--rather
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simple, in fact). ‘* Thils second reason for slow acceleration from earth, i.e.,
to provide tanat the passengers are not squashed into a jelly, is a hunk of

unadul terated poor logic, insofar as assuming that the station in space will cure
its Is it any easier to provide the fcaswal" acceleration to bSmps required to
reach the 500~mile-high station, than it would be to accelerate at a2n identical
rate with the proviso that once you rezch Smps you're going to keep right on
accelerating to 7mps? A little, perhuaps, in that & person could take a slightly
higher strain for the shorter period oi time. But really, it dcesn't take long
to accelerate from Omps to 7mps. ‘° The main benifit of a station in space,
from the standpoint of interplanetary travel, is that it 1s nuch easier to build
a rocket to reach Smps thru an atmosphore, and another to reach 2mps in a vacuum,
than it 1s to build one rocket--or sven a two- or three-stage rociket—to rsach
"mps. One practicable method of interplanetary.flight is that given in Clark's
Prelude to Space, tho that lacks the other benifits of a station i space., ‘7
wish there were a few more bibliograpiiical works like iiichel’s znalysis of
Stapledon and Scott's of iHeigard's Qurartermain series (in The Fontasy Sollector)
around in fandom. ‘’ Didn't read much of Tsner’s article, having been stopned
by thie usual propegandistic phrases: "For countless ages men have struszgled....!
"...8ystem which is irrevocably headed toward collapse." "...causes of the
mounting confusion we daily observe around us...." etce.

PHANTZUR ©Nov O0. ish you had gone into that ten-pagse meailing review you
spoke of so wistiully. ZExpact to see more oi you now that youlve moved, and if
I aon't, wny shucks, I, for onz, am perfectly willing to settle for ten pages of
material like this a year.

TARGETS Or CPPORLUNITY 1. Mlssed the mark.

CELEPEAIS (4). Like youw, 3ill, I like to tale- the whole evenin. off and
devote it to the perussal of the mailing when the TFaP» dundle arrives. ‘% I've
really got a plan for hendling wostmeilings now. anything I recelve is filed
awvay on & shelf until I get around to reading it. 4t the time I read it, I usually
have severcl others around to catch up cn, so I can read, index, and comaent upon
the whole bunch at the samne time. Sort of meles a second mailing, tho usually
the second is Smaller and not so smch FAPA.Anynow, once I've completed the vunch,
the FAPA items go in the FAPA envelope, and the remainder go either in the
alpheb ticel crud pile, the "this is worth sihowing to my friends" stack, or its
own folder, if it is one of the few that rates one. Simple—ii it only works.
Wworked this time, snyhowe. “° Itve finally decided Bill. Fandom is in a siate
of transition., (and aren't all of you hanpry that I'm not feeling Turbeeish tonilzht
and am not going to go into a Burbeeish exposition on how startling that is and
how I arrived at that conclusion and how I reduced it to the irreducivle minimam
of shocking, semantically selected words, and-—well, aren't you glad?) Yever
before have I seen so many reprints from old fanzines. Jefinately indicative of
something--maybe laziness, or maybe fandom is just .etting old. snyhow, taatb
McIllwain articls you picked to reprint, "How to write Wirrd Poetry,® was a dilly.
Almost fell off the seat when I read: "Little star, twinkel, twinkle, Like a
blasted peri-winkle."

SOMNAMBULISM 1. Was once told by Ford or Earley or someone in the Cincy.
crowd that the "error" on the cover of tne Cinvention lemory Book was, as you
sug.ested, a "correction by an over-ambitious printer. 7 Ead been tninking
myself of finding a clsarer title for the CL. Will broach the subject to Bille.
Bill, consider tne subject broached. :



THE FANTASY AMATEUR XIV 1. The roster doesn'!t look téo bad at present.
Probably no more than four memvers lost, and none the status of Retiman, ilidner
OHMIGOD! Just noticed that Speer is.due aund you left off the exclamation points.
’* Stein reslly should have bz=n voted "best fan humorist! after the assemblage
of crud he sent to yous *? YNotice you list Bobolings &s undated. It was too
dated—ILezves, 1950. “° Glad to see, at last, someone not from Morth America
in PAPA. VWelcome, Willis.. .

1950 FAPA POLL. Noted and voted.

LEER 3., Interesting, but nothing el 50 conment upon. Astronaut was mimeod
by Don Wilson, -according to the masthead.

ASTRA'S TOJER. I 5. Your comments about "Incident" in the last Sky Hook
strike home to me. That is about my reaction to all poetry,.and I wish I liked
the stuff, for I have lilked a couple of poems, such as "!'Childe Roland to the Dark
Tower Came'" and some of the stuff of Kipling, most of Whitman, and some of Alfred,
Lord Temnyson's lighter work. Somehow, I have trouble reading poetry as it was
meant to be read. Zither I put in coumas after the end of every line, or I leave
out all punctuation., 4and I'm not willing to work overly hard to attempt to under-
stand that when some poet speaks of a leaf he really has in mind its veined ap—
pearance and thus the legs of a woman with varicose veinse.

THE FANTASY COLLZCTOR Z. TWould have been better had it been more heavily
inked. : '
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INTO THE FOUALH DEMENTION
Reprinted from R. De Swisher'!s "al #5.

The Strabismus plan for a half-dim (partizl) blackout is now completed and
may soon come into overation. The idea is to black out partially half of every
window, but only with 2 mild form of blackout. In cases where the left nalf of
the window is made partially dim, the richt half nmst be wholly blacked out during
an alert, unless the whole window is entirely blacked-out before and after the
alert when the half-dimming of itne unblacked-cut half of the lighted window, was,
during an alert, left partially Gimmed out before the alert, or after it. This
does not apply to windows or half-windows left partially-lighted before and after
alerts unless otherwise stated. 1In the case of the half-dimming of partiaily 1lit
windows or part of windows during alerts, the partial blackout should be as befores

Thus Js Be ligrton in the London Daily =xpress. The uninitiate should be
wary of trying to follow the thin thread of reason in the above statement without
a pencil and paper to act as an anchor and guide for rsturn to this world. Fool-
hardily I once tried it without such aid, and if it hadn't been for a fortunate
interrupticn just as I was about to round the fourth mutually perpendicular right
agle following that thread I'm sure I'd nave skewed into another space-time world
with no hope of returning, 4nd I rather 1like this vale of tears so far. Hcnest,
fellows, this is a regular sheavian syllogismoblile.

And tuaen, on going thru material I hed written regarding the CL, I
came across thhe following: MA fanzine is a journal published by a
person generally interested in tne fantaSy/science~fiotion/weird field,
either through interest in the professionally published magazines or
through acquaintance with or interest in other persons with similar in-
terests, which discusses items directly or indirectly related to those basic
interests for persons more-or=less interested in those interests."”
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PEOPLZ
WITH
WIWNDMILLS

I

In a recent {December 1830) issue of the dew American Mercury I found a fas—
cinating article by obert Lowry: - "Dor quixotes Witnout Windmills."

Lowry, in tnis article, insists that man today is a pretty averagz creaturs
despite 21l the individual's high-flown ideas tha¢ he is, deep down inside, ©
pretty rare sort of bird, and that only kie is the unusual kind of a guy that ae
really--deep down inside-——is. Lowry cells him the Underground Man.

Mainly, Lowiry ssems to0 believe that tihe Underground kian wants to be an indi-
vidual, havs ideas of his own, belisfs of his own, 2nd 2ven sins of his own, but
that he can't find enytning to be individuslistic about. We -- tne 25-35 year old
guys and gels in this generalion — aven't anyihing in perticuwlar. In 1925, he
scys, we had the lost generation; in 1930 the bathtub zeneration; in 35 the Commie
generasion; snd in 42 the bister _ensration., In 1950 (there wasn't any generation
in 1945) we have the underground geacration.

The Underground iexn is discontent, but doesn't lmow why. Ee has dough, a
wife, a job. He can't gripe about the bomb, having sold out on that subjsct in
45, nor about the "Horrors and Crudities of Mass Cultural ifediums" since everyonse
is dowr on tie "H & C of MCHM nor the futility of war since he isn't too likely
t0 be cerrying a gcun again ((it says here)) nor are his cnildren, Auti-Commies
are about as unpopular as are the apologetic 1955 Commies themselves, and so on
down the line. Zither ane has surrendered the things he could be individualistic
about, or everyone fesls the same way he does. Ask an Underground lfan for ons of
his underground opinions some day. He'll floor you with the séme tning tnat rou,
vour friends, and even meny of your enemies believe. How can you be an Underground
man a2nd hold a majority opinion? Underground? There isn't any, not in the UlA.

Only the twenties and the thirties could supwort the myth tnat & men had to
be either dangerous or diiferent to bs worti a daum. We're a new generetiorn, so
let's see if we can't grow up and quit being ashamed of the fact tuat we nold a
popular ozinione

II

Lowry hit the spot in some ways, and missecd it in some otirers. Ee hit it in
tnat most of the individuals, the average t.:o rather weil-to-do characters he's
talking about, do seem to be exactly that kind cf person. So &re many of the no-
vlace-near-spo-well-to-~do individuals wost of us are mcre familiar with, and so,
finally, are the poor anl the bohemians of whatever inccme. But some few aren't,
if you can only find them.

The few you do find are exactly the same Underground Men——with‘one exception.
They've buircwzd deeper, and found a couple ¢f real, honest-to~God windmills down
thers,

One of the main windmills these people have found is senity. That's the
big windmill, and almost tvhe only windamill left in this abysmally normal world of
ours. IZemember what Burbee once said? HUFotsler, you lucky dog. You don't know
any normal peonrle.d



Take, for example, the Freachmen (tho I don't know wh  we call him the
Frenchman when he is really a Swiss nationzl). I met him at a masquerade party
(or, in this case, a toned-down Beauz Arts Ball) so naturally some things aside
from the normel would be expected. But how often do you find a guy, rather in-
telligeut, wno has lived and worked in Switzerland, Fio de Janerio; Algiers, Gen-
eva, Paris, liarseilles and Washington in 26 chort years? He was dressed in GI
fatigue pants, a sweat shirt with YPWY on the back; one shoe, with a guany sack
taking the plece of the other. iWhy? He couldn't find that shoe. Why was he in
WWashingston now? To see a cuy he'd met in Geneva. Yhere vas he staying? In a
room near G7U with this friend and his wife. .

Jerry vas another. 24-o0r-so y:ar old American artist. Painted two of -the
most striking pictures I've ever seen, one gcod and one lousy. ligst of his work
very good, and he was living off it, non-commercially. He was, among other things,
*he perpetrator of the soup we had at 3am. ZRecipe: .Have each of 30 or so guests
bring a vegetable. Tarow eut half the spuds, and throw everything else in a 15
gallon- bucket normally used for mixing plaster. Adc water, a quart or so of
oysters, a pound or so of beef, : nd assorted seasonings, Forget it for four or
so nours of simmering, then anncunce tnat it's ready and let tne guests nelp them-
selves. I can't guarantes that the formula will work every time, but the vat
vas empty when we left a short while after.

Or let's say that you're the nost, and want to step out for a while. Co
ahead, at a party with people like these, you won't be missed. ' Only problem is
introducing the neople at the start, aand trying to assurs an equal number of
people of both sexes. The host at this party didn't even show up until the party
haod been goin, for an hour, and wunile we had a hard time getting started, we soon
met the peorle.

Tnere aren't many people lilke the Frenchman znd Jerry around. FPerheps one-
third of the people cf. this specizl group were of the type, with equal numbers of
fakers and people just along for the ride. They're fun, and they've found their
windinill. I think tuey'll probably find some more, too, avproaching, as they do,
from & different viewpoint. 3

Understend them tho? I never will.
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Continued from page 6

" Of course, this may change overnight. Thne next mailing may be full of hund-
red page mags with photo-offset interiors and silk screen covers--aftexr all, our
new president. has prorised us 2ll & Glory Years the Best Year in Amateur Journal-
isn.History~-but, somehow, I 'rather doubt ite.
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I'm quite interested in seeing more articles on the state of fanzines and
fandom today, regardless wanjch side of the fence you're on, nrovided only that
tnaey're based on something fairly concrete I'm sure thet there are a few fans
about, both old and new, editore and readers, who nave some thots on this
subject. Conny will probably also carry letters next time, so have at 1it.
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