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_ihen Dan Goodman first told me about the intertemporal crowd at’ "The BUSted
Rocket", I expected to meet an interesting lot of people. But I had not anticinatea
that the inhabitants ef the various time lines which intersected near there would in-
dlude Aeile Kerdinga. I had met iselle on my first trip there, and found him to be an
Englishmaen from a world in which the Normans had never settled Normandy. Affer about
an .hour of incidental conversation with him, I found that he’was me - that is, our an-

cestors had been identical in thé two timg lines, and he .anid I were genetically iden-

tlcal. ,
Naturally, we hit it off perfectly ~ waat hetter friend could a man look for ‘than

himself? On our next visit to "The Busted Rocket" we compared the histories of our
time lines. I was able to give him somewhat more information about my line than he
could respond with on his history, as he was not so well read. Military ‘service was
virtually expected of the hereditary aristocracy to which he belonged, and it had left
him less time for hook-learning. (It had also left him some thirty pounds light r than
I, and more heavily muscled.)

helle's HEurope was in about the same political state as th%IEurope of 1630 in our
history., The majar pawer of his western Europe was, much to nmy surprise, Ireland,

The Keltlc kingdams of this island had been united by a Norse conquest in the fﬁth cen-
turyl conquered again by the French after a war of succession in the 13th, and then set
out on its ewn empire-building, At one time all Great Britain had been under thelr
rule, ana they still held the entire west coast of the larger island and all of Scot-.
land erxcept thé Lothianse The rest.of. Britain was divided among a number of sguab-
bllng_prinripalities, among which was the South Saxon grand duchy to which Aelle was
heire The mixture of Keltic, Saxen,,Danish, and French' influence had made our versions
of_the English language mutually 1nte_ligible.

- "And the present High Kipg of Ireland is Donald VIII, of the House of O'Niell-
S.anson-Evreux,” he finlshed, "though an 'intrigue between hls mother, Queen Heduig,
and Lord Muldoon is bruited about, and his, fogs call him 'Fitz-Muidoon' in mockery.
He claims the overlorédship of all England, but if he attempted to make it a reality,
it.would mean war with Burgundy."

A cultural movement analogous to the Rena*ssancc was sweeplng Aellets Europe — but
without a Reformation. The papacy had, .in his history, generflly taken a milde} line
wlth temperal powers and with tho commen people., Thas, no countervailing natienalilst
rr schismatic mcvements had ween called forth, and the Church really did maintain the
supernatienal cutherity which is the chadow of a gliost in eur world.

5 In the course of one of our discussions with Dan, felle huppened to mention that
there are ne more Jews en his time line, DPersecution directed against them had been
much rarer, and the advantages of conforming with the majorlity reiliglon had gradually
worn down the separatist traditions of Judaism. It had taken a great deal of time, but
in helle's world the last Jews had been converted about 1650, When kelle learned that_
Dan#!s Jewish, he spent ceveral hours questioning him closely on the history, beliefs,
and traditions of a people who, in hls world, were ac one with the Albig,nsians aor the
8dinlsts,

This naturally led us into the Nazl persecutions, and Into the history of our own
world. Ahelle we~ skeptical about Jthe ‘demccratic theories of our world, "and regardea
the Fascist and Onmmunist states “of our 20th coentury as natural consequences, rather
than perverslons, ‘of the democratic ideologys. "For, look you," caid he, "some must
lead -and some must follow. -4nd if one hawk fly the fastest through his broeding, co
must one man he mectest to lead by his, Deny this, and the leaders of your states arc
not noblemen, wut peasants and captains of mercenaries grown great. Of the two great
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tyrannies of Europe in your 20th century, one was founded by 2 low=born man=at-ams
and the other by a Jack=prlest of a Caucaslan hill-man,”

"Yes," I replicd, "wut each of these tock control-of-his-eountry-enly after it
had becen led to disaster by an empsror of impcccable anclont lineage and the brains
of a sick canarye & royal family .can producec.ten geed-ard-#Hse-kings, one after the
othcr, and yet lose cverything if the cleventh 1s 2 weakling.™

¥Blood will tell," Aellc mainteineds. "It was oven so with Etholwald IV in
Northumberland, But his Wltangemot dcposed him after threc years, and elected his
wrother Etholstan, 4nd if I should have my wits addled by a blow on the pate in my
next sattle, the Witangemot of South Saxonia would not hes1tato to name my hrrother
Edgar as heir in my stecad.” . -

This turned the discussion to family matters. "Do you have twa youngor-hrothcrs,
like I do?% I asked, : L

"Yos, and one 81stor."

Sincc I have no sister, I questioned him further, My parents had been 1r® strait-
encd financial circumstances in tho carly '4@'s, and had not enlarged thelr family fur-
ther. Such considerations had not governed the famlly plamning of ielle's. parents,
nor was birth control cither theologiecally er technologlcally posslible in his world.

"Jupposc thet John §,.re unmarried, and that you. took him back to your time-linc,"
¥an suggestcd, "and he met yor sister., If they were to marry, would that be incost?"

Ahelle and I roared with 1 _ughter., "That would be a morry question for tho
clerks," be chuckled, "But are wo perchance wed to the same wifce in” our two worliss!

i few questions cstablished that this was indecd tho caso! Perdita Annc Boardman™is
the samo as-Countess Edith of Wight, daughtor of a cadct line of the Kentlsh réyal
family. Furthcrmore, ®oth arc five months pregnant. - v Cutelle™ .

Subscquent mectings at "The Busted-Rocket" lod sto further comparisons of our -time
lines. I was surpriscd to learn that, while politicell; and tochmnologically morc back—
wards than our world, .&ellc¢'s tvime-line has some .doefinitc advantages. It is & world
of bturdulent political intriguye; hut scams toe have had very lit.le religious persoccu-~
tion. Schirms and herosies got started from timc to timec, wut cventualbly the suc-
cessors ~f the hercsiarchs svemed to tirc of thelr isolation and return to the fold.
The clergy nas cntirely sccular, without monastlc orders--~ "They isolate the clorks
from thc common folk," as ialld oxplaincde JTrans—-®ccanic contact was just boginning
in his world, and the nations of India and tho Carlbbeaa littoral Horc not so far wo-
hind Furopc technically that they could ®e subjugated aa brutadly as they were in our
time. 4ll of Africa wetucen tho Congo and the Kalsharl was united undor a Xesa dynasty
of merchant-kings, and thoir ships visited Eumope quitc as eften as Irish and Burgun-
dlan sails appeared in Afric-n waters, AlL throc of theso.maritime powers werc cx—
perimenting with steamdoats, despitc the faet that in 1963 an cxperimontal modol had

cxplodcd in santwerpen hardor with great less of Lifc.

My cfferts to find out the state of seicntific progress on Thisels
hAgllot's time-1linc worc hampercd Wy the lack of an adeguato scientitic
vocabulary in his version of Engilsh. In fact, "ratural philosophy" « O 4t
rather than "sciense" is uscd for thesc disciplines in his world. P Great
The Copernican theoory, %o which is attached in that timo linc tho name E In?orvals
of one Machhortor, became generally acccpted about 1700, Somcone whosc R This
name aello could not romember had rccently put forward a theoory of the ~ Ahppcarse
cxpanding universe, 2 surprising thing to find in his rclatively back- T To ;
werds world. I Inflamo:

Lelle was equally interested in warfarc and strategy as it had do- 0 Optic
veloped in our worlds. Highly wnrceliable cannon and personal firearms N Neryos
arc in usc iu his %ime-linc, though swordplay is stil. part of a gentlo- 4 167

man's education. He appreved of the way that war, in our socloty, is
developing avay from itige armies of raw draftoes and ack towards the
full-time professional  who ~&gc the teckbone £ the South Saxon armye.
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