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Buie Ly,
didn't sce you, Most unfortunutc,%

Psge 20. ' )
((Hewding)) TOKIO OR BUST — DON GELDART .

Page 21,
Aftcr the others, thc back breakfsll is simplieity itsclf, if you 1ive long

Pege 22,
I know every throw there is to know,

Pege 23,

He was an extremely etrong follow and the thought of having to teech him when he

Page 24, _
ceme closer to going over the hump, Yhen it finelly disupposrcd over ths other

Page 25, '
selves & goncrution of homosexusls) - will have disuppesrcd, The cowsducstlaonsl

Page 26,
pcople scem to forgcttheir past rcoord shows that thcy have in fact epent very

Puge 27,
Reporter: "Then sre you intorcstcd in acicncc?"
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I wonder if the Officiel Editor will count these two ¢xtre pegcs, or not?

In any casc, I'll lot him dceidc. It's not laportent, I zuces, In fsgt, I'm not
Surc cxactly how many pages thore arc - or will b¢ -« in this zinmc, It sll de pende
on whethor thosc photo peges urrive in tiac fron Germeny, Onc thing's certain,
though ~ therc ere more then cight pegesl And thet, sfter sll, is the importent
thing, :

Tomorrow, I msy no longer be slive, I'm visiting Ron Bennctt in Herrogete,
where pert of the Progroumc im will consist of wy actuslly wetching him work,
after which I em to lecture his eless on gliding, I've spont the lest few days
collccting colour slides, so I won't have to talk too much, But I still doubt
. I'1l survive the expericnce, :

However, I survived a rathor treumetic heppcning lust iiondey, For only the
third time in my lifc, I Plucked up courege end loft the vicinity of the elub
in oy glider to sttempt a croas—country flight, All went well for th dirst
eouple of hours, but the thcrmals beceze weske r end I eventuslly found myeelf
hoving to contemplate landing in strenge placce, Just sicsd of me, secording to
thc mep, wes en sirficld called Cerddngton, fauaous ss having the lurgest hangars
in the world and hoving houscd, beforc the wur, airships, Thcec hengsrs were
lerge c¢nough to sosr o glider on, I rcckoned, But it veen't the hengers thst
bothered me, ;

It wae threc large, §inietcr-looking berregc bealloons which joined my poor
defenccless little glider in the cirecuit,

Shades of Torld War 2 end the Bettle of Britein, I felt, for g moment, U
vanted, However, I lundcd, end they turncd out to he quitc innocent end not the
lest ditch defence agoinst lntruding glidor pilots!




INDEX TO FIRST LINES.
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In ordsr to give this megazine the air of divins respsctebility ons sssociates
with church hymnals, your editor hes decided to publish an index of the first
lines of prose on sasch page, Like, this blasted duplicator doesn't like the edit—

or's policy of plenty of printing on the psgel
Page 2.
PROLOGUE TO FAP

Page 4,
Anyway, to get back to Tutor and the griping seesion,..

Page 5, ;
18th April 1964, QURP arrived. I'm not sure what s Qurp is, but in ite feme

g_a_ge 60
WEEK ENDING 2nd MAY 1964, It sterted, really, with the Fridey beforec - 24th April,

Page 7. :
is ~ picking a ficld suitsble for landing in, In my cesc¢, practice in this pgentle

Page 8.
wings attached,

Page 9.
15 July 1964,
Page 10,
2Zﬂcad1ng)) #E ALSO READ BOOXSy

Pags 11, :
in the bunch, I think Leiber bore this carcfully in mind, end uscd them to

Psge 12,
‘"hen his uncle, who had & Fantastic knack for meking money, dicd, he was the

Psge 13,

™ow I come to the lest end most sarvellous sign of 1ife in orgenised
Page 14 K
((Hcwding)) FAN IN DER HIGH OASTLE,

Puge 15, :
the moonbcams like Jsmes Bond, you found s vast cidordown whdch the Germans hed

PUgG 160 ;
provious owner hsd bcon & Bsron Tsutphosue, who married an Englishvomen called

Pags J7.

I smilod, "It's somc locsl brew I picked up in Buverise," I geid, sll open and

Psge 18. ;
This report is turning out to be rether uneatisfactory, Ususlly, I can glve



PROLOGUE TO FAPA

APRIL 1965. The Fentoey Amaeteur for the 102nd Meiling elips surreptiliously through
: .my letterbox. It tries to slithsr awsy from my eager gresp, but I e
to quick for it., I greb it, pick the staples open snd, ignoring the scintilleting
line-up of msterisl in the meiling, look for the weiting list. My trembling finger
goes from the bottom of the list, upwurds, The further it goes without coming
geross my ncme, the better, The higher up I'11 be on the list. The closcr to FAPA.

But it comes to rest in the twenties, -

No chengé.

Tith & bit of luck snd ¢ mass cxodus from FAPA, I might get in before I die of
old sge, :

WINTER 63 ~ 64, The Fantesy Ameteur for the 105th Meiling errived. The first thing

which csught my eye, even bofore my nome on the weiting list, wes
the chenge of policy regerding weiting listers, For years, I had been faithfully
scknowledging FAs us they ceme in, snd wishing thet othor pcople sbove me weren't
o8 diligent uve I, ' '

And then they hove to go ond chunge the systom!

No morc¢ qgarterly airletters, «fter oll this time.

ind # 8 on the listl

Grrrrrl for instence,

But thet's the wey life goes, It happconcd in glidinga/Thc elubls policy is to
lct inoxpericnced pilots go through their first ten hours! solo on a contraption
called the Tutor. This is euphemistically .called 'o secondery treincr! and is a
slow, stoble mechinc with the performance of ¢ brick, Howaver, therc are thousends
of the things around, und when a pilot wraps ond round the trec which inexplicably
got in his way, thoy're plenty morc to give his succossors, _

The Tutor is thc meinstay of the Air Truining Corps, and meny incrediblc things
heve Beon done to it, both structurslly and accidentelly.

Originolly & singlo-scater with the ofore-said performence, they cenverted it
to o tendem~two-scetor by thc simple process of hollowing out the fuscloge und
fitting o second sct of controls, A scot for the luckless instructor ies slso
provided, Luckless, for the instructor sits dircctly sbove the wheel, Every bump
- wnd in & tmo-scater, hcovy lendings ore incviteble ~ is tremsmitted from the
wheel, through the instructor!s bottom, up his spinc .. compreesing it in the
procees - ¢nd through vhot's lcft of the top of his head to the wing dircctly
sbove .

The cffcet of the sdditional pilot, es far us the glider is concerned, is %o
rcduce ite performence cven further, so it's o wondcr it ever gets off the ground,
O+thcr enterprising gentlemen heve fitted engincs to the things. They appear
to fly quite well, but look rathcr odd, tottering eround ths circuit st thirty

knote without appeuring to comc doun «t wlll

¥The nicest glider conversion to a powcrcd sircraft, howcvecr, was with
Grunou Beby in Kenys. A nice old gentlemsn from the First World War flying deys
owncd this Grunau, which is o smull glider rathcr eimiler to the Tutor in per-
formonsc, It soors rather better, but flies even morc slowly. He couldn't
gfford a powered sircraft, so he hud the brillisnt idee of swiping the enginc fram
his wifc's Volkswogen end attaeching it to thc Grurau. He sdded @ propcllor -
gnd, increcdiblc though it mey scem, the meochine octuclly took off ond flew., E
Admittedly, overy helf hour or so, he hed to lund it in the road to let the
enginc cool down egoin; ond he ulso had to buy his wife & ncw Volkewagen, but
it was s romerkuble uchicvement, Unfortunetealy, ¢ prospcctive buyer crashed it
on a tricl flight.) 2
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| Anyway, to got back to Tutor end the griping scesion,..
I spcnt @ highly devoted ten hours of trying to meke like & brick, Aftcr I hed
successfully rcmoved the shuckles of the Tutor from round my neck, and was hoppily
flying around in s Prcfeet, they decided to cut down the mumber of hours required
in thc thing. ind this wes only o prelude to sclling them and replecing then with
the for fricndlicr Prefcets.
So I wusn't reolly so parturbed by the cencelletion of the ascknowledgoment rulc
towords the e¢nd of my stoy on the woiting list.I was to used to it,
'hot reully perturbed me sbout the 105th FA wus the fact thet I wes number 8
on the 1ist, und hed muybe u yecar's frecdom left,
A yeocr's glorious frecedom from decoadlines - both activity und ducs,
Muke the most of it, George Locke, ninke the most of thesc fow reauining days... .
It then occured to mc that I aight not get rmuch wurning of oy entry into FAPA,
ossuning of course I was admittcd. (Who in FAP: hcted my guts? How muny were therc?
Lees thon thirteen?) I might heve o week or two ut the most to prepsre e megazinc,
The invitution to enter, in fuct, wuight turn up while I wus on holidey, out of the
country or morooncd in a cloud in my glidor.
So, I thought, if I sturtcd my FAPAzinc NOJ, stcncilled ubout twenty peges, ran
then off end purcclled them up rcady for scnding to the OE...
Swingin',
In u fever of e¢nthusicsm I thought up a titlec for the bcast,..
And forgot sbout it,

APRIL 1964, Thc Fontasy Ametcur arrived, ond I begen to twiteh, there wes I on the
list this timc? About numbcr fourt

No. Numbcr 8, Still number 8,

Disappointmont, It wos going to toke longer then I thought,

Elotion, No necd to sturt flupping sbout DEAD?OOD,

Then a cortain, ely, culculsting sidc of my nsturc began picking through the
nemes on the membership roster, How wmeny of theec folk wore lisble to be dropped
next time if thoy didn't mect their Nemesdis fuce to face? Or duper to stencil.

Six of them, If six members decided to give up the uncven struggle, I would be
sccond in the next FA with the good prospect of membcrship the querter sftcr that.
I begun to think morc vigorously in teras of getting DEADOOD off the ground,
But the gliding scason was just sturting, I wes in the throcs of novel, and so

I put it off ugoin,

APRIL 17th 1964, THE LOYAL OPPOSITION coucs into focus, I had ulroedy rcceiwcd

the Pacificon's officiul rcport of the Breon affsir, snd I wea
perticulerly groteful for huving been given the opportunity to rced the other side
of the motter, Over the pust year or ycur and ¢ helf, I hed lost almost all contect
with Avericen fundom, wos rccciving fow of the fanzines, so oy knowledge of the
uffolir wus lergely sccond-hund hcarsay from othor British fens,

So * I'a gruteful to thosc who sent we TLO end its riders, It has, gt lcast, in
combingtion with the stuff from thc Pucificon, lcft me with en open u1ind on the
uffulr, which is es it should be for ¢ fon so far rcuoved from the seenc of the
troubles,

I suppose it wes oy proximity to the top of the waiting list whieh got this
stuff scnt to me, Aftcr rouding TLO through carcfully, end stupling it to the
othcr publications on thc Breen aeffeir, ¢ tiny point suddenly struck me, TLO hed
acntioncd “vltor Breen boing due to enter FAPA with meiling 107, And Brecn is only
two pleces ebove m6..,

Oh, h~c-c-c-1lp} _

I tremble, now, whon the postmen comes, Lf'




18th APRIL 1964, QURP arrived, I'm not quitc surc what a Qurp is, but in its fuonne
ish incarnation it turme out to bec s FAPhzinc, Hoving medc sure
it isnl!t o Funtasy Auateur, I scttlcd down to rcad it, only to discover thst it
is published by Ron Bcnnctt, Ah, well..,.

The pege of matcrial on English football was perticulerly intcresting, Bennctt
1s very enthusiostic sbout ball gomes, ond would be willing to g0 to the ends of
the Esrth to wotch his favourite Rugby Lcegue side play in en inportent match, In
fact, he's quite willing to follow Oastlcford down to Wembley, in London, if they
rcach the cup finel - ond for a Northerncr to contemplete travelling to London for
& gonc, thet g trevelling to the c¢nds of the Eurth, (48 I type this stencil in
bed, I'm weiting for thc result of the scni-finol which determines whether or not
London becomes inflicted by the twin moneces of Cestelford and Ron Bennett lstor
in Mey,)

I used to be & footbell fan scverul years ago, slthough nowaedeys I only follow
“the fortunss of my favourite teom in the pupers, This tcum 48 Checlsca, which I'm
Bure youxr Amcricsns huve hcesrd of bofore ¢ither Liverpoel or Evcrton, Chclsea, by
the woy, Ron, heve boaten both Liverpool AND Everton this scuson, But if you think
they should be ot the top of the leogue, you'd be wrong, Chclsca reke & habit of
becting the strongest sides cnd then flopping to dcfcet ogainst the weaker oncs,
Thet's the reeson you iight heve hcard.of them - they erc the stimulus of most
of the msic holl jokes sbout footbsll, They arc thc clown princes of socecr, Thgy
nevor run truc to form. They will lose to u couple of enfecblcd teens, then, when
everybody cxpeets them to lose agtinst the top tcam on the top teen's ground, they'll
win, They'll win tvwo or three times in succcssion egoinst strong eides, then, whan
foced with o hulf—bukcé‘bunch of sccond division roughs from the Yorkshirc sidc
Huddcrsficld in the 'Cup', thoy'll losc dismully,

They won the Leaguc Chunpionship once - presunebly bcesuse the rcst of the
¢ivision was so strong thut year thet they didn't heve e chance to follow form end
lose to thom, I'll elways remecmber the lgst moteh. of the sesson thet yeer, egainst
“olve rhampton dundercrs, g Birminghenm sidc. It wes & bowutiful day, end cvery
men end his beet fricnd turncd up to wetch, I don't know whet Awe ricon football
grounds arc like, but most English grounds arc pretty primitive, Therc are no
plush scete for thc fans to sit on, No, sir, Everybody stends on reiscd tcrraces
round the pitch, with the cxccption of the moncyed gentry, who heve o grendstand
provided with seats of PYUg) PAddLAd pulveriscd Plenking, Thc stending sustem s
to the eclub's adventoge ~ it rcans they cen squeczo morc spcctotors in., At o opp-
uler geme, like. this one, thc crowd gecte so congestcd thut people who comc in ot
the bock of the crowd have only onc way to get o view - they hove to foint und be
corricd over the heads of the crowd to the front, whcre they chence getting the
-bsll kicked in thcir facc, anywey, '

A footboll crowd is onc of the more fascinutingpgggé }oRhenonena of this dey
end old oge, It is s sourcc of subtlc hunour, with munyﬁgcms like wdvising the
referee to buy himsclf & puir of glussca, It con chunge its mood in ¢ motent, It
cen checr 8 pluyor onc oinute, then shout thinge vhich would nekc his mothcr weep,
Yet one thing is olweys dominent - the football spectetor is an infinitcly bettor
Pleycr thon the combined talonts of the two sides,

But I don't supposc thcir as unique @8 all thet, I €xpeet it is the same with
Amcricen Footboll, (I wish somcbody would explain Ancrican Footbsll to e, by
the waoy., I don't want to uppear too ignorunt, but I never did figure out why the
opposing tcams stund ond glerc ut cech other for ten ninutes beforc neking & nove,
Is it hypnotism, tcrror, or just thut they ere plein tircd?)

S
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 WEEK ENDING 2nd MAY 1964, It otarted, really, with the Fridey beforc - 2bth April,
|
|

It was thut dey thet un ennouncement sppeesrcd in the news-
pspers thet Englends! unemployment figures hed resched a rceord low - and the dey X
‘ bumped them up by one, I had just completed four months! devoted scrviec ut 8t Merks'
1 Hocpitel, working in the dispcneary, St Marks, by thc wey, 1s e small hospital spec~
| iplieing in diecsses of the¢ rectum, und Bob Smith suggested that I write & column
| entitled ANALOG.

Sinece lcav1ng the ermy in 19, I'm afraid I kinde drifted. I worked for a spell
| in hospitsl pharmscy, then decided to give retull s try, I spent wbout @ yeer doing
| rclicf moneging for e chein of London phermacles, thcn driftcd beek into hospitul
| nork for last winter. In the spring, I toycd so scriously with the idcs of becoming
| o professional XAYF¥@dY locum tonens, thet I actually got round to advertising my
| stcrling quslities as & holiday relicf pharmescist in THE PHARMACEUITOAL JOURNAL, «

t wockly funzinc printed by the Pharmaccuticel Socicty snd which provides & healthy
| gourcc. of serap paper on vhich to wcigh out pmm powdecrs,

The rosponse to my sdvertiscment was quitc staggering, snd I hed quitc & bit of
difficulty fiddling detcs to try end sccomodetc cverybody who wented to go on holiday
this sucmer, I dcliberetely left ¢ month froe at thé beginning of the pcriod to be
fillcd st leisure,

It quickly came to m thot I hed s0o much to do thet I had to hsve thst month off
in order to do it, (Thercwre only two, rcally - gliding end writing But both ere
80 timc—consuming, end I had 8o much to do...)

As fer @8 the writing wee concoerned, it wes my own feult, Somstime before Christ-
nas I hod the germ of en idca for a sciecncc fiction story., It wes rethcr morc far-
fotched then usual for ny idcaes, und whilc it epposled to me immensely - my idcas
glways do, et first unyway ~ I hed my doubte ebout it. I mede the mistaeke of wment-
ioning it to onc of scicnce fiction's Luandcd Gentry, Arthur Scllings, He flippcd over
it,

"Don't wastc your timc over that pacifistiec druid," hc said, reffering to the
pcic currently undcr construction and now tcmporarily aborted., “Writc this onec up."

So I thought sbout it, gave it ¢ fow plotlincs and visucliscd a niec 1ittlc
twenty thousand worder, I begen writing the nice littlc twenty-thousepd worder over
Christmos, snd when I went back to work sfter tho holiday, it wes now doveloping into
o slightly less pleassnt littlc forty-thousand worder,

I ground diligently owey et the firet dresught during evenings for the ncxt couple
of monthe, snd cems et longth to the words THE END et the end of Fcbruary. (Just
bcforc peying o visit to Ron Bennctt, by the wey.)

The wordage st this stsgo was 65000, give or teke s couple of thou.

(I osked Arthur, by the way, how hg would heve hendled the idce. A threc thousand

word mood piceG...)

It now recquired & considcruble amount of revision und the lesser tosk of typing it
out before scnding it off on ite collecting trip, (Not roysltice -~ rejection slips).

The only way I'd do this beforc fucts ceught up with it -~ it's a einplc tele of
interstellar intrigue -~ would bc to tekc time off to work ¢ five duy weck at 1t. 4
month mould do it niccly, end I'd be sblec to dovote some huppy deys resting from the
novcl and wrestling with up currents over Dunstuble Downs, (It cezc as @ blt of e
shock to sce THE DUNSTABLE HORROR listed emong the contents of & recent FANTASTIC.)

So, thet weckend I decided to start in e fine writing wey by teking two deys st
good old Dunncre. Suturdsy it reincd, But Bunduy wes niecc. Instcad of gliding I went
on o little trip in ¢n ugly Americen aircraft celled the Piper Tripescer., with two or
thrce other people from the olub, 4s fur s I was conccrned, the trip wes en cxecreiso
in nevigotion, end in 'ficld sclcction!,

"Picld selection’ 48 ¢ tcrm used in gliding circles end ie simply whet it seys it

s
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art wes most importent. The only ficld Itd previously picked to lend uy glider in
hed been £ilded with o very spccisl, toughened, tell, experimentel graes into which
the “Jeihe hod dived like o men into ¢ swimming pool.

1t mos dn interesting prung. '

So - I preetiscd ficld sclcetion on Sunduy,

Monday wes o nice doy o8 well, but I actuclly spcnt it et homs busily working
on the atory, Tucsdey sterted off badly, but the forecast soid it would clcer up, I
dcoided to borrow my fether's occr ond go to Dunsteblc uftcr it stopped reiping, I+ .
would, first of cll, visit somec of tho chcmist's shops I would be working st loter
in the yeer, so thet they could look ot me ond satisfy tcmsclves thet I was genuins,
This took until midday. Pecking the monuseript into s brisf-casec and plenty of warn
clothing into the cor, I sct off towerds the country with o wonderful ideat

I would revise the menuscript et the gliding club, ond when the westher wes suite
eble, simply hop into the cockpit, holler for : launch end get nieccly tossed into the
sky,

Y Tucdsey clcared up, as the forceast had seid it would, But the wind wes so strong
thet everything was grounded., I spent the rcet of the day wandering eround, doing odd
~things herc and there end putting the novcl off for the morrow,'Not worth sterting,
it's so lote in the aftcrnoon" und oll that jazz, . ,

Jedncsdey was s sueshing doy, exeopt thet the wind was still very strong. 8cvoral
intrcpid pilots took to the wir in strong, modern gliders ond found thcuwsclves being
tossad around like corks, I was by no moens es eéxpcriencod ss they werc, my landings
ware giving me o little difficulty, ond my sircreft - which I sherc with thrce other
pcople - wes by no means new, It's twenty ycers old this yoer, aend though it is onc
of tho fincst seilplunes ever dcsignod - :nothcr of the spcedes cooc sixth in the World
Chompionships thrce or four ycars sgo - it's hardly the machine to breve s guole in,

So, gnoshing my tecth, I spent WYednesday wondering around the club helping the more
intropid pilots, ond nibbling occosionslly st the novel, I got through sbout two thou~
send words, Not o lot, Never mind, It would pour with rain on Thursdsy, snd I would
rcolly get down to it ond not spend the tims pleying teble tennis, ber billiards ond
drinking beer, : )

Thuredoy wos ¢ suashing day, The wind had dropped @ little, snd it becarw quite
suitoble for flying the Wehis, So - I got it rigged bofors breukfast, cnd was duly
leunched into the air, I spent a glorious couple of hours scering sround the sky, end
efter the flight - I just didn't fecl in the mood for such rmndsnc ectivitices @s des-
cribing how a hypsr-spscc drive works,

Fridey wus esscntielly similer, except that I gét o little higher then on Thursday,
end hed the treumsotic experience of flying in thc eeuc upourrent ga the S8cud,

Two or three peges cgo, I described an sireraft called the Tutor, This was e sten-
derd, production-linc machine, The Scud ia uniquc. It detcs buck to before the wer,
when w1l sorts of oncrgetic bodics were busiliy building their own gliders in their
brek yurds, ifost of them didn't survive very long, usuolly gotting written off in onc
eccident or onother, Not so the Scud, which was purtiully robuilt by the currcnt
owncr, ond which hes bccn goetting into the vir with @ disturbing regularity, recently,

It ie o short oircroft with o dismond-shepad fusclage which is so sherp st the noso
thet you could almost out e stcneil with it, The wings arc pereched high ebove the
cockpit, ond they form o nicc umbrelle for the pilot, The teil-unit is rether gueint o
end is certeinly originel, I'n afroid I cen't deseribe it, though, Its pcrformence,.,.

It sours very wcll indeed, in spite of the disedventege of being clmost uncontrole
leble -  fact upon which the pilot wes went to Gxpound ¢t greet longth end very
colourfully,

4 foct which imprcsscd itsclf upon mc es I discovercd it to be eireling in the samc
theracl st two thousond foct, looking for oll the -orld like sn sttachc cage with
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wings attoched.

I clcarcd offf and lookcd for cnother thermsl,

I hed to return to London thut evening to rmemxem give the cer bsck to my father
and dccided to pop in at onc of Elle Purker's fridey night meetings. At the mceting
weB o certein gontleman who wos neied Mike Moorcock, He first of all ssid:

"I wish you hedn't comc. I feel - vary cmburresacd," .

Knowing Moorcock, I guesscd what hod heppened. "ihet have you lost of mine?" I
ssked NEV JORLDS! new cditor, : :

"Er - thet erticle of yours,.." Hc wrung his honds end lct e smwll tcar trickle
down his checks. Mic made ¢ brief ettempt to smile, "I wesn't going to use it, unyvay..."

I sighod with relicf, "Then it docsn't umetter,® .

"I'n sorry. I was going to usd it. In foct, I wentcd to use it in the next issuc.

And I muet hove it by Tuesdey ™

"And you've lost it," .

He nodded, ' :

"I might hcve a corbon somewhere. I'n sure I made one," But I loosc things cven
aorc cosily then Mike, who docen't really lose them thet often, "I'1l scnd it to you,"

"Good., There's one more thing - if you drop mx hom, I'll give you that Aldisas book
THE DARK LIGHT YEARS, so thot you cen rcad all sbout his hyper-drive so that you een
usc the book &8 & jumping-off plsec for your erticle...!

"thich meens rewriting it to f£it TDLY into it." .

He nodded,

"Morc work," I grosnded.

He nodded aguin, "Hevc you reed GUARDIANS OF TIME, by thc wey?"

"Not yot." . .

"It;ll bc a good jumping off placc for thut articlc on Timc Trovel you were talking
sbout, :

I lockcd at Moorcock end wished he'd stuck to priting Elric storics and publishing
TARZAN ADVENTURES. My only hope is thet the first orticle falls flet on its fece., I
think it will, It'll bc u pity really, if it does, 4 serics of articlee on olde scicn-
ce fiction is just thc excuse I nced to convince peoplc thet collccting hundreds of
dusty old volumes isn't «8 useless ond occupation as they think, Still, if he wents
more, it'll only bc onece every two months,

So I rcturncd hone with THE DARK LIGHT YEARS to scun for rcferenccs to hypder-drives,
o cerbon copy to locete end rewrite, a uhocking grest sleb of the novel still to revisc,
saverul books I really must get oround to recoding, end the increesing conviction thot
¢ man cen't hold down two hobbies ot once.

As o rosult, Seturdey wmorning cewmec @8 onc hell of s shock,

It dewncd groy end dtizzling, thoroughly unsosreble end idecel for contimuing the lite
c¢r:ry effort. Thc postman brought e single, bluc eirlcttcr,

Froa Aaorica,

From on¢ ’illiam H, Evans, . :

Seying thet there wes now a veconey in FAPA.

Jould enybody 1like to buy o partislly-rcviscd awenuscript? I cen't sec mysclf cver
finishing it at this rete.
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LN UM Rk,

Looking through the membership roster in tne i:sy FANTASY AMATEUR, I see thet
the following members hsve had the misfortune to meet ms: Ron Ellik, Bill Evans,
Sem Moskowitz (I waes thet snotty..nosed kid vho swapped a coupls of books with
you back in 1957, ss8 I expect you've forgotten) - end thet's ell, I've elso a
vegue ides thet I've run into a Yorkshire tyke cslled Ron Bennett, but one doeen't
dwell upon such mettsrs, .

It's the ususl custom for e fen newly-entering an apa to introduce himsself, In
thle case, it's even more necessery; 'like, who is this George Locke?',

Aged tuenty-eight, single, sort of an active fan for s couple of years sbout
1960, intermittsntly asctive after thst. Pharmecist by profession, leysbout by
inclinstion,..

But why go on? It's just ocourcd to ms thet the preceding pages ere just as
sstisfactory en introduction then @ list of hobbies snd hopes, Only one of my
major interests has besn ne;lected there, snd thst is the subject of very old
science fiction, _

I've bored you with detsils of my gliding activities. I've mede you wecp Bymm
psthetic tesrs over my pathetlo efforts to get through e novel, starting which
was the biggest mistske I've ever mede in my life. (It's still not finished,)

But I've only mentioncd book collecting,

It's reslly e fescinuting hobby, snd I'm only sorry thet it's heen pushed s¢
much into the background letely, Hunting for cerly scicnce fiction is onc of
the most fruetreting hobbics out - but the rewards, though few, are more Sete
isfying then most. .

For instence, the most prized item in my collection is not COSMOS, nor is:the
Pape.-illustreted JURGEN, the 1837 ADVE.TIR®S IN OTHER 'ORLDS nor the feke news-
pupere THE OOMET'S TALE end the 2000 AD DAILY MAIL,

It's & book called A WO.isM AGAINST THE 'ORLD, a merginelly sceince-fictional
novel by George Griffith, first published in 1903. It has been revised by the
vuthor, presumsbly for s subsequent, sbridged edition, snd some of the chenges
he had msde esre¢ very intercsting., Like, why did he chunge the nemeof g bsttle-~
ship from the 'Ksliser Jilhelm II' to the ‘'Deuischlund'? ies thcre & resl ship
going und¢ the first neme whos¢ captein weved hie sebre in the vicinity of
Griffith'e ihroat?

B.t this isn't vhet I vwent to tslk about.

24 Scptember 1964,

“huet the hell was I zoing to write sbout? Demnifircmcuber, sh, well,..8ince 1
wrote the curlisr bits of this coluan, Chulscu sr¢ et the top of the League, snd
sré unbcaten as of this dutg,I cen't believe it} The cpic finaliscd st 65000 words
end hss stertcd bouncing its wey around the world. The psnic—reuritten asrticle for
#iike will mctuslly appcsr Rcel Soon Now,

I'm sorry this issue hu@ had cverything pucked so tightly into it. I'm sleo
sorry thst therc sr¢ no meiling commente to spcuk of in this issuc; I've received
two meilings so fsr, ond they've conteined some very intercstin% meterisl, snd in
grester abundence then I've been used to with other epes, but ITve resd thea for
plessure & long time &go end ncglected to ke notcs for meiling comuents, I hope
to rewmedy this next time, which I hope vill be in & couple of wwilings' time,

Jeldeémar Xuaaing hes promised to send e sout  photo-puges of the CsetleCon;
if they arrive in time tucy'll be included, IT'1ll be u shuae if they ere lete,
but I just deren't risk leaving the meiling of this zinc to Pelz too lste, Sorry,
Ywldemer, 1f Aaey don't sppear with this. Cherlic Swmith, who wrote the article o
English cducetion elsswhere in thish, hes underisken to trenslste the Ge rasn fen-
history epilc, which I*1ll include¢ in the next issue if it dossn't kill poor Chss,
Clest suffit} ueorge Locke,

\./




we glso read bhooks..

ONE OF MY BIGGEST binds sbout present-—day scicncc fiction is the peucity of
imsginetion displaycd by thc writcrs, One of the csuses is, I think, thc incr-
cssed polish apparsnt in the writing, Thc splcdndour of idess formerly dia—.
playsd by authore like Chsrles L, Herness and Robert L, Heinlein hes been wip-
ed clesn by the polishing rsg of literary sophisticution, end we get a dreery
streem of rcpestcd themcs,

Heinlein is drifiting downsetresm in th¢ current,

Charles Hurnces sccms to have venished into thin sir.(There's & move efoot
Tor the ioorcockian NEV JORLDS to reprint his clsssic short novel THE ROSE, but
thut's enother story.) '

Fritz Leiber, thank hcaven, hes bressted the stresm squsrcly,

* ok ok ok Kk
THE TANDERER, Fritz Leiber, Ballentine 1964, 318 pp. T75¢.

For the first few poges, this long - for pressnt-duy standerds ~ novel isn't
too inspiring. A mysterious planet pops out of hyperspuce end sits itself near
the moon, The suthor hope mmpmgrm around & mesdow of cherecters as nimbly as a
spring lsmb, Heé lands here on & Jelsh poet, rests long enough to learn thet he's
& Dylen Thomses typs, jumps ovar to South East Aesls to teke a2 look et o seedy
little Melsysn gun~runner, drops dn esr in on e flying sesuceér convention,.. snd
so on, devoting u few parugrsphs to eoch of muybe twenty cherscters or groups.

It's neturslly difficult to settle down to the book,

But se the effects of the plenet become felt, end people start rescting to
these effects and the plenet itself in their own weys, you realise thet this
ie only weay the book could havc bsen written — s &n enthology of stories, scencs
froa which ere arrenged in morc or less chronologicel order, Anelysing it from
this point of view, there esre three distinct short novels end msybe e dozen
short storiss end sketches, &ll skillfully woven together, sll teking off in
different directions from the point the plunct appesrs,

Some of the shorts: There's the drunken Dei Devies, who drowns himself in s
gigantic binge in the vicinity of the Severn Estusry, snd somewhcre during the
booze-up drowns himsclf in the high tide cuused by the Jenderer, .

There ere Jukce snd Sally, who get one hcll of & big kick out of it all,

There is Bagong Bung, who tekes sdventegc of the cbnormelly low tides to go
trcosure hunting,

There ie the Genosral and the Lesbiun Colonol who eschicve en incredible climex
68 their underground militury retrest in inundeted,

There are aeny others, chsructers rescting according to their personslity
or situstion to the Wenderer, Therc's even olf Loner suiling his yacht solo
seross the Atlentic in e fog bunk who is unuwerc most of the tims thet the Wen~
derer cven e€xists, ’ o

However, these ere sll sppetising side dishes to the mein nerrative, the three
short novels which are tenuously linked together,

The firet describes the sdventurss of e group of flying ssucer cnthusissts
stuck out in the wilds of thc Oslifornisn littorsl. The Jenderer sppcers in the
middle of their convention, snd they sre¢ threatencd by e€srthquskes, floods, not
to montion & horde of drunkcn tcenagers fighting s pitched bettle with the
police «nd hsving ¢ drunken orgy et the seme tim e, Though one might expect a
terackpot minority' like Flying seucer students to resct in & most bizerrc fesh-
ion,. they turn out to be ¢ siaple cross-section of huusnity, They ncerly sll
beheve aa you'd expict quite ordinsry people to; thare's only one resl 'weirdic!
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in the bunch, I think Leiber borc this earcfully in mind, and uscd them 3m Yo
describe on s smoll scule the humen reee's reactlon to the now planet,

One of the psrty, Psul Hagbolt, is, eslong with his cat, csptured by the pilot
of & ship -~ ssucer-shaped ~ from thc Wandercr, snd his adventures form the bssis
of the sccond novel, The pilot is sn intclligent fomsle zmt of thc cet funily,
(Leiber hes always had & liking for cets,) Throughtout the book thers ies an int-
ense love—genushate rcdstionship between the two which boils up to become onc
of the best stories of thc reletion between two mutually elien yet not so slien
crestures I have resd, Also in this purt of the book you scc some of the beleted
ettempts by the Jenderer to put right the havoc crcated on Eerth, snd get an
insight @s to vhat the ertificiel plsnct really ies and of the kind of being
running 1%, '

The third story-lins follows the udventures of thce pilot of a moon rocket,

He bsrely menegee to escape from the moon, hes v hair-rsising flight through a
crack which splits the moon in helf, wutchcd the moon pulverieed and fed into
the Tenderer gs fusl for hor drivee, and 1un§a on the lsrgely srtificial plenet
itsslf, '

It's & supsr~plonet, the product of & supercivilisetion, snd Leiber menages
to convey this very well, All too often in scicnce fiction, sdvenced technol-
ogies aren't really very advenced at sll, Leibsr montions the dark, starlese
"dust'clouds scattcred throughout the gulexy. These, ho tclle ue, are ceused by
countless srtificisl plsnets huddling round their suns and stopping the light
from getting out! '

Incredidble, . :

Sure, it'e ipcesdible, You'd think that & mixture of slmost contemporery
fiction and star-tossed spscc opora would make & hbrribly unbalenoced nish.mosh,
wouldn!t you? ]

It does not,

It most certeinly does not,

Hugo, anyone?

. X ok ok ok X ' "
THE GIRL, THE GOLD WATCH, 4ND EVERYTHING, John D, iiacDonsld, Gold ijcdel,

THE WANDERER was sbout twiee thc lcngth of the sverage US peper-baeck sf
novel, which generally works out gt 50000 - &00Q worde, Generslly, I'm quite
thenkful of those merket-imposed limitetions. It stops & dreory story from going
on too long, , ' ‘

It's ¢ pity thset MecDonsld's first sf novel for sbout ten ye&ars should have
been confined to this truditionsl length, I heven't cnjoyed s story quite as u
much sinec the lest Eric Fronk Ruseell, or since I ceught up with my Unknown
resding, I don't imegine thet meny science fiction fens 'went s bundle! on it,
however, Most of ue in London displey & vecant gaze when you mention it, even
though the book & frecly availsble over herge It's not sdvertissd as 8f, or
fantesy, Also, shcre sre no sociologicsl muances in it; nothing to stimulatc
& 1;ggthz d}scuaaion in the columns of the fan maguzincs, '

ough I'm pretty much out of touch with gencrsl fanzines, I! wage
the latest Heinlein will be thoroughly talkc% about, THE WANﬁE%Eélwiiicgc:hitor
heve got, rsther, es this is being written quitc & time aefter the publicetion
gf ;ggZiog:gk:t~B§§fhcr legss discussion, but it will get some, This onc wonlt

It is very well written, as onc 2ight cxpeet fromw the suthor. It concerns
some pcople who sccin curiously morc conccrmncd with living then with consulti
their nsvel over it, It is the¢ hero's misfortunc, howcver, thet in his quest e

for 1life - in the biOIOgical sanse in perticul"r e he i8 P
h . vted Wi
¢ oropper st the crucisl S | 2] always to coms
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“hen Ris unels, vie Aud ;. Sandooils lenuosk For muhing wovey, dicd, no ves she
sole inhecritor, However, he inheritcd nothing wmorc concrcte then s gold wetch.
Certein sinister types didn't bclicve thet he inhcritcd nothing more vsluable
then' this gold watch, snd hounded him with sll the mcens et their dispossl, At
length, in compeny with sn cxcecdingly high-spirited girl from the bsckwoods,
he discovers thet thc gold wetch wes thc source of his unclels richcs and, if
operated coercctly, interferse with timc, The hero finds he cen live en hour
of subjcctive time whilc a few seconds pess loutside! in the normsl world, Thie
proporty mukes stunts like plucking bullets out of thin eir before they resch
thelr targets and disrobing & bcuchful of blondecs child's pluy. It elso mekes
it the reslisation, within limits, of thc kind of mischicvous drcemworld most
of us nurse st one tims or enother,

The deteils of the scopc and limitetions of thc gold wetch eres carcfully
worked out, es you'd expect of an Astounding contributor beforc he turned to
the more lucrative field of contemporary thrillers,

But the most sppceling thing ebout thie book is thc ettitude the euthor .
tekes towards the daget he's inventcd, 48 I seid beforc, it's the reslisstion
of é practicul jokcrd-heaven, end idecDonsld mskce the most of it. The most that
160 peges will let him, thut is,

% % Tk ok ok
4 MEXIOAN MYSTERY, ¥, Grove, Digby and Long, 1/-e

This is & siuply, slmost primitively, writtcn littlc tsle - no longer than
Valls' TIME MACHINE, - set in Mexico in the 1800e, It concerns the building
of s ruilwey treck across somc rethcr inhospiteble territory end & brsiny
¢ngincer vho ifvents ¢ ncw stosm engine, This enginc hes been blessed with the
rether desirsble attributes of being sc¢lf-perpetuating snd fully sutomestic, It
necds no driver, refuels itsolf by cutting down trees alongside the lins with
the eid of some rethcr fearsomc mctel asrms, focde the bits into ite tender,
wators itsclf much es en ¢lephant would, end when it comes to the ¢nd of the
track, sutomaticelly goes into reverse snd returns the way it hed come,

This.wonderful mschinc demonstrutes its prowess in front of the Mexigsn
high bress. Thcy src suitebly iupressed — until it chops down some newly €re.
ctod tclegraph polecs for fucl, This sends it and ite inventor into the doghouse,
end no mistske, The situstion deteioratcs frow this peint on, The onginger
docs s bit morc work on his invention, then, in derk despsir becesuse everyhody
is sgeinst him, including his girl friend, he commits suicide, The engine
leaves its shed snd starts carccring up and down the line, busily feceding end
netering itself, It's not too selective gbout its food, however, end if enybody
is stending within renge of ite eTm8, it grebs them end feeds them into its
boller too, This doesn't go dovn well with the locel populution, end they
neturally teke steps to destroy it, N o

ks a result of ell this, it repidly acquircs o strong instinct of eclf-
preservation - the sclf-preservstion which is one of the chorecteristios of g
living being, It meneges to avoid ¢very nesty trap the hero lays for it -
.obstacles on the line, gunpowder, snd so on, Eventually, the pursuit of the
mechine becomes so strong thut it is forced to leave the track itsclf, and as
it dieappears into the jungle, to continue fecding iteclf end ravege the countrye
side, ons is left remcmbering the nords the inventor left in & lettcr to his
friond the heros '

"...Thus I hevc shown thet tvo facultics, freewill and sclf preservstion,
sre the first to dieplsy thcmsclves in the living orgunism, und would be likeyp
t? be the first developed in sn inorgsnic structure if it becems cndowed with
life, Yes, devclopment is th: sccrct of the gccentricitics of my mechine, Nop

7ill 1t stop there, I sholl not live to sce the further extension of
but you nill - you will, ’ ion ite powers,

}



"Now I com¢ to the last and most mervcllous sign of lifc¢ in orgenised
orestures; the power to reproduce specics, Docs wmy cngine show any sign of
thytet

For 1889, this is very good scicnee fiction,

This is what I find so fascinsting sbout olde scicncc fiction, Not the
atory content or the litersry valucs, which sre ususclly ainimel, but the idess,
Ideads which show how science fiction devecloped,

I heve e strong suspicion that somebody writing en article for a fenzine .in
2050 sbout soms of our contemporary science Piction will heve much the same to

say, except thet he'll probebly edmit to it being better written,
ok ok ok K K X :

After PQtQ'FbOrOugh rrrr8id Birebby.

It wes & summer evening, O0ld Birchby's work wes dons
And he beside his hektograph wes sitting in the sun;
And by him pleying with the jefly, his little grandchild Wilhelmelly,

She sew her hrother Petarcon with something large and white _
Thich he upon the hektograph did roll with all his might, : -
She asked him whet on esrth he'd found, thet wes so lerge and smooth snd reund,

0l1d Birchby took it from the lad, who weited for a tip
And then the old fan shook his head and said ¥You little drip}
'Tis some poor feke-fan's skull," ssid he, "Tho fell in the grest victory,®

I £ind them in the club-room, for there's meny thercsbout,

And often when I go to cons, the mensger turns them out,

For msny thousand fon," said he, *Werc salin in thut greatg victory."
"It wes the Trufens," Birchby crisd, "who put thc fakce to rout, -
But whet they fought.cach other for, I ncver could find outs

But cverybody ssid," quoth hc, "thet 'twas a famous victory,"

"Ron Bennctt lived ot Herrogstc thcn, endpublishcd msny a Ploy.

They burnt his dewlling to the ground and he wss forced to floy,

80 with hie Skyrack filcs he fled, and didn't stop till Birkenhced.?
"7ith sword snd sorcery thce lend nes wasted far end wide,

ind meny & fenzinge editor and ncwborn fenzine died,

But things likc that, you know, must be, at c¢very famous victory,"
“Thcytﬁg it wes a shocking sight aftcr thc Trufems won, -
For many%?a ¢-fons herce ley rotting in thc sun. '

But thinge likc that,you know, must be, sfter ¢ feamous victory,®

"Greet praisc did Xenneth Bulmer win, end Archic iercer too,"
"Yhy, 'twes s very wicked thing!® esid littlc Yilhelmoo. .
"Ney, ney, my stesming nit," quoth he, "it wes e fanous victory,"
"ind everybody preised the fon, who this greust fight did win,?
"But whst good came of it et lest?" quoth little Pecterkin,

"Yhy, thet I cemnot tell," ssid he, "but 'twes & facous victory,®

———S51d éirchby,

(with spologies %o iir. Robert Southcy,)




Sfan in dev high 2

IN THE EARLY PART of 1964 (Or, possibly, late '63) a very att-
roctive idea started spreading round English fandom from ths cont- ;§ "
inent - slmost as attractive as the concept *London in 165%, The . ZS—
credit for this ides reaching English fundom is duc meinly to Herr n
Thomas Scohluckmiteimumlaut, This young Henoevrisn fan, whom Rons iE L
Ellik and Bennett will remember from the '62 Harrogete con, thought i
it would be nice if some English fans could attend the Germen Con- L
vention at Marquartstein in the summer, ifarquartstcin, Thomss told
us all, vwes & smell Bavarien villaege, It ves s noted bsauty spot, -
and possessed a mediesval castle, The Convention had tekon ovsr the | »
cBBtlb, and,ee E C;

The ides fired quite a few English fans, who msd¢ plans tp ettcnd.;?

The Liverpool Group, who made Konigsce the venue for their annual
holidsy, decided the mskce the Qon, which was held over the firet
ueekend in sugust, part of their vacation, Including as thoy did

the Shorroeck femily, antiquarien bookman John Rolcs, artist Eddic
Joncs, Mormsn Wccdall and John Humphrics, thoy medc e scvere demt ;
in the populstion of Liverpool, Ron Bennctt couldn®t make it, un- ¢
fortunatcly, ss hc had somc strangc petriotic rcason for wanting
his young son Andrew born in Yorksehirc, Somcthing to do with crickct.;
Also in the Liverpoecl party wore Ethcel Lindsay, Poter udeybey end :
Dave Bsrbor, Indcpcndant voyagers includcd Archic Merecr, who dde-
1dcd to bravc the autobshns on his scootcr, and Brien Burgcss, who
hitchhikcd via Nicc, Tony snd 8imonc 7alsh, who were to spcnd @

holiday on the Rivicre with 0 mc fricnde of thcirs, travcllcd by

cer vis thc convention, and yours truly, air-lover that his is,

went by itrain, 3

Thomas, working in collaboretion with thc organiscr of the Oon, EE H
Prenz Ettl, hed booked mc in with Archic icreer et & gussthouse -
in Untcrwossen, the location of vhich - both gucsthousc end villsge » -

I would learh when I got to Yarquartstein, I caught the Thursday i
night trein from Victoriam st 23,00, snd discovcrcd that the travel :
asgeney vhich had errsngced the tickete and rcscrvetions haed ncglected L, b
& scat for the pert of the trip from Ostende to .unich, I'1ll grant R
them this: They managcd g resorvetion for the Victoris-Dover scct- : i
ion very nicely - for Frideyd

I hud no trouble getting e scat, however, end arrived at Munioh
on Fridey cvening just aes it wes gotting dark, I hed e further &
miles to travel to Marquertstcin, Sincc the twiec deily buscs end
truine had sll lcft whitc it wus daylight - torrifiecd, perhaps, of
Bavarian ghosts — I dccided to spend the night in sunich end set
out for the Con, on Suturday morning,

I found & hotcl ncer the stution (unlikc Archic the previous night,
I lcarned latcr. The poor chep had to kip doun under a treel)

The first oddity about Gecrmaeny etruck me then, Not the tiolcts, ol 54
mhich arc usuelly the first things to mekc British tourists bclly- %
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ache, No. The hotel didn't supply the traditionel shcets or blenkcts, By
If you didn't want to slcep with all your nskcd glorice cxposcd to "™
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the moonbeams likc Jsmce Bond, you found e vest ciderdown which thc Germens had
orobusbly uscd s o substitutc for thc Eider demn, It smothcrod you likc & liap
version of the Bavarisn Alps,

I got to Marquartstcin somcwhere around clcven in the morning, snd ¢me rged
from the stotion wondcring wherc the castlc was, Around mc towcrcd thrce-
thousand foot hills, all forbiddingly stccp, I'd rced thet castlcs wecrc dcs-
igncd to bc 1lnacccesiblc, S0 - vhich pcok did it sit on?

Then I saw John Rolcs, carrying a string bag fall of food,

 Wcllo) Qhat arc you doing herc? Just peseing through?" hc sald,

‘Apparun-tly, nonc of thc English wcrc cxpccting me, John took mc by foot
4o thc castlc, which was on ¢ foothill ebout thrcc hundrcd fcct above the
villagc, It didn't look too imprcesivc from the outsidc - meinly bccwusc it
did not heve thc turrcte and crcncllatcd parapcts onc sort of cxpceis cabitlcse
to heve. Thore were plenty of windows from which the inhebitents could pour
boiling 441 u¢nd moltcn lcud, howaver - cvon if, in thesa cnlightencd tincs
the only hoiling oil would bc dischrdcd chip fat, It wes bullt in the form
of a squarc round ¢ ccntrel courtyard, ond geve an. intcrnsl imprcssion of
stotcly docsy, Drocule would have loved to geregc his coffin thera,

“Ehc owncr," spid John Rolcs, cbviouely wanting to put m at my cesc, ie
mud, - ' -

And Archic Mcrecr letcr on made the bittcr compleint thaet this Tcutonic
disciplc of Bacchus, s hc turncd out to bc, kcpt all thc fens awekc by his
riotous living in thc carly hours, Incrcdiblc{ The convention hed stortcd in
finc form thc night bcforc, moking mc regret stoying in Muniohe They hed held
¢ dancc in thc oourtyard, which was thrown opcn to thc publis, end jeincd
forccd whth o locel form of convivislity known es Eincr Beycya Abcnd, The
Bevorign bcer flowed like wotcr smong the cobblc stoncs, glcaming undcr the
sters of ¢ finc, olcor night, I rcally should have sot out a dey cerlicr,..

Mcybe, though, I wes bettcr srriving on Scturday, Breekfast thet dey hed
been ¢ trugedy. In der Englische hotcls, the staff Mavc & rcputution for
smooth and sobor, if slow, scrvieco, But whcn the hardicr con, ottcndces came
down for thcir coffec and Rolcas, they found the nenager lying unconscious on
o beneh, Since hc was responsiblc for brecokfest, thcy tricd to weke him up,

&t longth, he steggered towerds thc kitchcn, ond fondon got its brcskfost,

but not bcfore he hed dropped wnd broken all the ssuccrs, My hcart fclt for
thosc English fcns vho like drinking tca froa thoir sauccrs, Platcs src herdly
e¢n ¢ legent substitute,

tnyhov, to got beck to thc convcntion as I arrived, thc courtysrd wes fille
cd with frns, mostly talking ond drinking bcer - beer of such e finc quulity
thet I foor I would ncver be oble to look « pipgt of bittcr in the feec egein!
Tom Schluckaitc inumlout wee thorc, beuaing ond shaking ZEgYgLYg henda hoppily
08 he ncleoned e to the Convention,

, "There 18 e discussion going on in the Qon, Hall ot this tixx," he soid,

It is vory acrious.ﬁ.“ I pcuked gy hcod round the door; the discussiom did
sound vcry scrious, . 'But," hc wddcd, "Thcre is the big fenoy drcss purty tonight,
You heve brought your fancy drcss, I hopceeeYOu core wcering 1t, I sccl®

Tog spoke English very quictly. in sox ways a littlc 1like welly Webcr,
Like Welly, he struck mc 8 bcing onc of the niecst funs going. Nothing was too

auech trouble for hia, ond he went to groct longthe to meke s e - ‘
ucll looked-after, & e ure memere ull

% ok Kk ok R :
Aftcr lunch in Murquortstcin with soox of the Liver
) il pool group, I rcrxmber
spcnding much of the aftcraoon being sho'n round the Castlc%s cgiics by John
Roles, Therc wes soxr quite fescinuting 'ettiquitice! to be found there, 4
£ ’
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previous amer hee been p Bevor Teutphoecus, vho narried an Englishworian esllcd
Jeains Montgoncry, who wrotc « numbcr of Vietorien novels under the neme Bore
onces T, (I refusc to try and spcll it tulecl) ((Further detoils on the fonily
history will bc found in John Rolcs! OMPAzinc siorph,)) There were copics of
hcr books lying in the attie, nasqucrading as piles of dust, glong with & nune
ber of Fronch, Germen and English books ond pcriodicsls. There were elso nany
fifty yeer old nilitery neps of the elpe, enus for Gernen regincntal dinners,
0ld mmsic ecores end somc lctters and posterrds, nostly from Itely, There were
¢180 onc or two bats, those chccks wore rosy e¢nd which looked vcry well fod,,.

Zven though onc got thc. iapression thet thesc cphercra had been thoroughly
picked over for anything of veluo, it was still fascineting to look through
such reninders of e past, more clogunt ore, The costle itsclf slso guve the
izpression of heving hed asny of its trcasurcs rczoved, but thecre were onough
cerved furinishings to hint st its former suaptiousnces, het a place it would
be if somsbody would tuke the trouble to restors it

The zein hell, for instence,. Therc werc a fou aurels ebove the belcony, but
the only other decorations consisted of soac large redisvel-style — and very
good - buckdrops dont by the. fans thonsclvas, 4 few tepestries would heve done
wondsrs, but the only taplstry in sight wae the clcetronie contrivance of /sl
dener Xumning und Oo, However, it wee & wonderful convention hell, '

Seturdey ‘night wes not so fine, weather-wisc, as Fridey. It drizzled glightly.
The Fency dross perty washeld in the Con, Hell, It wes a febulous success, 4
local bénd had becn imported - g weird-looking -outfit in pyjemes and long
'coms! snd they set the place alive, with the assistance of sone tapecd rmsic
provided by .the ifunich ‘Club, One corncr of the balcony wes reserved for their
¢lectronic equipment, which included énough clectronic niracles to £ill the
control room of a spsceship. London's tapo~morns can't touch the Munich group's
glorious arrey of epparatus, . .

The fancy dress psrsds camc sbout helf wey through the party, en optirmn
tine, since the participunts were sufficiently mellon to let their hair and
sntennse down, but not so far gone as to collepse under the tebles, Thore was
& group costums dopicting our old frionds, the charscters in THE MOUSE THAT
ROLRED, the venue for whieh book could quite wcll have been darquertstein Burg.
The Liverpool Group wore their LiG Twshirts, but Brien Burgcee decided against
his G-string outfit of the Peterborough Con, There were sore €xcellent Bems
of onc kind or another, ond & couple of ferinine costurws which, I confeas,
tcnded to lesd ry eyes evoy fron the more bizarre cfforts. I guses I'ri s louss
Ecrthaen at heart, not o Galactic Citizen, ‘

The Fancyclopedia nontions Blog, Britsin's fannish drink, I've never tasted
it — or found enybody who has the recipo ~ but ths Germen cquivalcnt turned out
to be o very interesting concoction, Forrmlatcd by Frenz Ettl, who devoted his.
time to reézoving the teeth fron poor, unnoccnt, unsuspceting toothaches, it is
6 delicate liue-yollow in colour, It is an cfPective agent for sterilising the
intestinul flora, end inducss s rcoarkable, chancleonic ¢ffeet in the drinker,
His faec turns tho sarc shade of yellow as the liquid, Conniosscurs savour it

‘in snmall tots - a minin s nimite - and report in hushed tonse thet it flows
smocthly down the throst like 8treincd lava, burning avay eny crude anetonicel
obstructions like voonl chords, It is o roputcd 80-85 per cent v/¥_slcohol, and.
ie celled VURGUZZ. (Rhyace with 'Poor Gute'! vhich is sa acoursts s description
of its ¢ffccts a8 can be given,) I investcd 12 D in @ lerge bottle of this
Fo1gsY fablod noctar and took it back to England, it the ecustoms in Dover, I
duly opened 2y bag, which contained mostly dirty’washing. The custous officer
wes young, He wrinklcd his nosc as I brushed eside souk’ moderatcly meture socks.
end rcvcalqd the Vurguzz in 11 its alien glory, slong with a bottle of Doornkart
for & fricnd of minc, The customs officer lookcd at it, puzzlecd,
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"It's sorc locsl brew I picked up in Beveris,® I sald, ell open and
truihgiifcgi dgz't kggg vhet it is, bit I thinkit's ebout the serxx strength es
whieky," (In fect, it's sbout twicc as strong,)

The custon 's officer passcd ¢ on to his ¢lderly, morce exporicnced matf. He
openod the Vurguzz, raiscd the bottlc., God, I thought, don't drink it - 1t'11
borc e hole through the marrow of your boncs, right dowm to the soles of your

1
fecgé didn't drink it., Hc sniffed it with the air of *British tourists usuelly
stick ta Gordon's Gin and 200 fege', closed the stopper, end replaced it in -
iy bag. The socks squirmed swsy from the bottle in horror; poor, senait%ve
Yhings. But he didn't notice, snd said, "It appoers %0 bc @ hcavy wine," which
is vbout the nicest couplinmcnt Vurguzz will cvaer have, st lcest from the cust~
ons duty point of vicw,

“het with gallons of Goruen beer, cnormous bottles of Vurguzz end ecrtain
costumes, it wue « very ¢njoyable evening, Later on, thorc wes o room party
hosted by Ton Schlucknitsinumleut and his room-nmates Horst Evermenn end wolfw
geng Thedewald, a delightful changc from Pcterborough uherc invitations to
room parties werc like gold dust, «olfgang wes & fcllow colleetor of olde books,
0dd, he looksd quite normel! It all broke Up in the snall hours, and I retired
to 1y cestle accomodation, which wss & US argy camp bed and & blenket, The
Unterwossen guest-housc plans had fallen through, vhich at leaest seved & two
uile walk, ‘ :

Sunday morning it rained cate, dogs and c¢lcphent Jokes, It was Sunday before

from, The group from iunich arc avvery cncrgetic bunch, end ss well as perfor
mirsclcs with their ¢léctronie équipment, actually put out & monthly fenzine,
¢ntitled MUNIGH ROUN D UPp, In spite of the English title, however, it's all in
German, which is. g plty, as it is @ very fine, spirit-dupliceted zins and hss
published some exesllont matcrisl. (Including & fictional fannish history, fronm
the stone sge to the future, which may appoar transleted ncxt issuc = if Charlies
Smith docsn't wilt under the pressurc,) The cditor of the megezine, Valdemar
Kuzzing, is g niddlc-agod man who worké for the Americen public relstions PEOw
Ple. He clweys secas to be suiling, an exprcssion which also carries s permanent
air of uncertainty es to whether he's Kurmiing or going/ -

Almost his firet words to we were: How dg you gct four elephents into e
Gogﬁomobile?" N

T=0 in the front sest, two in the buck, "

"No,no,no, You are wrong, You pack their trunks on the roof, How do you get
four girsffee in o Goggomobile 7"

"Tmo in the fron t scat and,,," _
"N cin, nein, ncin, you cannot.get four giraffes in the Goggomobile, there

sre alrcedy four clcphents thore M

e spent quitc & tims swapping.clephent jokes and flattics, and I was quite
Surprised to find thet the Gorasn roportoire is elmost identicel to ours,

I wetched the film show, or part of it, had & brice listen to0 the sarious
discussion of the business weting, and witnossed George O, Smith (who, bcing on
& continontal tour st the tick, sttonded the eon) trying to wriggle out of
writing s page of purple prose 4n Gary Klupfel's autogreph book, His € fforts
in this direction might well have given hin the complexion of g purple pro,
dunich-nan Gery looks a little like o lively version of John Roles, and is ap
erdent admircr of Gary Cooper, though how he reconciles @ Davy Crockett hat
with his hero I'ns not tnough of a Cooper aeficionedo to be Surée To be sure}

* % % % % .
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Phis repost L8 surning out e bBe Buther unsusisfuskory, Ususily, ¥ ean zive
¢ feirly straightforisrd norretive, vith cvcrything in chronologicsl order,

In most rcports the time scqucncc is kept ncetly in placc by the programue,

Not spceking Germsn, however, iy sttendance st the progremnc wes ainimel end a8

g result, thc woekend remvins in oy memory se & single cvent, hen, for instanec,
did I meet Burkhard Blum or Rolf Gindorf? I remember listening to tepe rccordine
gs of Spikc Joncs snd Forrest J, Ackcruen in Thoaas' room...

I've just rcmcmbered! I listencd to the tepes the nifht before I returncd
to England, e week later, end not et the con,) .

4 lot, I'm surc, hes been left out, insluding, undoubtedly, the most
fabulous heppening of sll,

. Going bsok to Ssturday night, for instencc, I took a welk down to iMar-
‘quartstein with Tony #eleh during which we telked asbout science fiection, of all
strangd topics, On rcturning, we found the place in sn uproar, policc hustling
s1ll over thc place, and dark rumours thet Frenz end Tom were in jeil, It trens—
pired that soms fireworks, which had been let off during the festivitics, hed
annoyed thc locel residents, who probsbly thought the French werc marching
-on them from across the Alps,

However, c¢verything quiectencd down and nobody got arrcsted,

My mein impressions werce thet Gerfendom wes very joviel, thet Germsn fens
weren't st ell the scroon typcs wc!d boen led to belicve they were, end that
they posscssedthc quality of being more willing to lct thcir hair down then
the English, iieny of then cxpreeecd @ wish to soms to London in '65. Howcver,
usny of them werc studente, like fuons ull over the world, and the London Con,
Hotel prices quoted to them ~ which were roughly cqusl to the usuel hzericen
prices, I gather - scemed to frighten guite ¢ few of them off,

Th¢ Con, broke up on Sundey night, most of the fens heving to rcturn home
for work on the Mondsy morning. Quite = few were holidsying for & weck or
two in the sree, snd rendezvoused with the Liverpool Group in Sulzburg the foll-
owing Wednesdsy wherc I understend they hed ¢ high old time, Archic iorcer
scootored beck to England on the Tucsday, Brisn Burgess le¢ft on Bundey, end I
moved from the Osstle ceip bed to & very nice Guest Hous¢ in Murqusrtstein, I
etoyed there for thc rcst of the week, before rcturning to the drizzlc and
the re¢letively dreary businces of provineisl phsrmacy, '

It was e grend convention, o convention with e difference end sn etmosphecre
sll its very own, hen you consider the old Beverian schloss in which to get
sloshed, I cen only sdd onc thdngs

HARQUARTBTEIN IN '69,
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AN OXFORD CIRCUS TEDDY BES4LR. Ignatius P, Pumpernickls

s Gun W wpes  Seme - — - - = S— — my A —

It wes e sunny dsy., I wes welking escross Piccadilly Circus et the time, I was .

completely intent on ny tesk, becsuse nowadays one seems .to teke one's life in m
one's hands whenever one orosses one of these busy London nodsl peints, As I
say, I was completely intent on orossing, and failed to notice & slight tep on
my trouserleg. It was not until I hed mede @ few steps more thst I began to feel
the insistent. tugging, snd came to & helt, looking down,

From the leg of my trousers stretched & tsut, thin wire, I followed the wire
with my eyes, until it arrived at e fishing rod, The rod was held by en untidy
looking meh sitting on the gavement.

"Hey," he called to ms, "your trouser leg'e caught in my hook}"

. I walked over to him, :
_ “Thy not sit down?" he asked, motioning to the pisce of kerb next to him, I
remsined stending, "You'll heve to sit down while we g6t out the hook,"
‘ﬁo I set on the kerb beside him while we both tried to reumove the hook,
"I'a dreadfully sorry," he said, "you sec, I was just casting, end I just




didn't see you. Most unfortunate,"
. .Soon the hook was disengegeds I wes just about to get to my fee? snd leave ‘ R
then s sudden thought struck me. "Tell me," I said, "why are you fishing like that?
"0h, I go fishing every day." : ol
"Yes, but, I wsen, why in the middle of Piccadilly Oircus? I ween, what do
you hope to eatch?®
NOh, I'a fishing for en Oxford Oircus Teddy Bsar."
I considered this for e momsnt. {3 :
"But if you're fishing for en Oxford Circus Teddy Bear, why coms to Picc-
adilly Circus?" : .
"§e11l, look, where do you think I've got the most likelihood of lsnding
an Oxford Circus Teddy Besr?"
"We1l, I guess - well - Ozford Circus I suppose.
twouldn't be very sporting, would it?" :

"No, I suppose not." I looked at him for e while, end then spoke sgsin,

"You come. here fishing svery day?" I said.

"Yes, I'vebsen doing it for nearly ten years now.'

"pnd you've nsver csught enything?"
IlNo'u 4
"well, don't you think it's a bit futile?"

"Not reslly." He suddenly looked ot me, "Tell me, whet are you?r"

"L peripastetic philosopher, s dilettents, s disapssionste observer of the
humen predicament,” I snswered,
_ "Hamm. het do you plsn on doing with your life?"

"1611," I enswered, "I'u hoping to get my book, & DISPASSIONATE OBSERVATION
OF THE HUuwisN PREDICAMENT published, So fer I've just had rejoction slips,
People just don't recognise genius in their own time,"

" "How much chancs do you think you huve of getting your book published?"
"Oh, & very good onc, I think. When that on¢ is sefcly ‘published I shsll
_begin writing in eurnest, I shull meke s comforteble living, devote my life to
philosophy &nd the &rts, ¢arn enough to stop writing st forty, snd then retire,
assured of immortslity." vild:

"Ah yes, but cen you sey thet?" he replied, "You might step up from this
kerb, get knocked down und killed. iy God, man,.we don't know - reslly know -
vwhet will hsppen to us in the next second) Supposing st thie very moment you

.8ré brecthing in » germ thet will eventuslly kill you, Buppose ss you stand
up, & scientific idea occurs to you thet will eventuslly meke you bend your
footsteps aslong the path of scirntific knowledge? How cen you say whut twists
end turns your life will teke in the future? Who knows whst outside influences
"ill direet end re—direct the line of your life? No, when you think sbout it,
you will sce thet you sre just ss likely to end up &s s singér, an sctor, s
bunk clerk, & tremp of & policemsn &8 to remsin in your present stets. #hen
“you think-sbout it, I heve e8 much chence of fullfilling my embition - %o cstch
an Oxford Oircus Teddy Beesr — s you heve of yours," T

L B R B
I left him, then, and never heve hed occasion to visit Piccadilly Circus
since, But it wes two yeers lster, with my book still unpublished, thst I
picked up the psper to learn, in ¢ smoll parsgreph st the bottom of the back
Psgc, that en Oxford Circus Teddy Beur hed becn cighted off Hyde Park, that
I begen to sce thet he might heve been right,

———Jenatius P, Pumpernickle.
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-/:'C),f?EZ‘O U /)'MSL— DON GELDART

I have given up the ides of representing England st the Olynpic Gemes, even
though Judo is now one of the Bports on the Olympics list, I dontt thing my
broken bonee mill beé hesled in time,

A few years ego, e friedn (and I use the tern losssly) tried to talk s into
joining @ judo club, Thet wes when I was young end foolish, Now thet I sm older
end more sensible, I huve, of Ty oun free will, or, et lesst, with very little
porsussion, joined the locsl Y@fYyfd g@rfrd: judo club, :

A1l one featsl Yednceday, this friond? hed been trying to persuede me to take
the plunge with him, I hed np desire to be able to throw six foot Irish navvies
“round the public bar, or ¢ven to descend to the ill-mennered depths of throwing
him over it, But he achieved a convineing victory when he mentioncd thet members
of the-opposite sex also ettended this particulsr club, sy wind ran riot. I
nould grepple with them in close coumbet, with only those loose-fitting jesckets
between me end @y heart's desirc,.,50, like two lambs to the proverbiel sleughter,
off we went to lesrn how to throw those poor Irish navvies/collsens round the locel,

The first night we did nothing; just.eigned etetemonts to the effectthet the
club could not be hcld responeible for whetever heppencd tous, This should have
been marning erough, but no, wc electecd to go sll the way, Next, somg Horribly
fit end ethletic looking chap told us whet nas going to heppen to ue now thet they
hed got their hsnds on us,. The way he told it, it sounded funny. Ha! Hsl

The second evening, things sterted to happen, Dreescd in the proper clothing,
borrowed from the club, we throw oursclves into the effrsy with e mcet born of
ipnocencs..Thc club lends you the clothing in the carly steges presumsbly so

heve to perform,

My firet surprise cswc when I removed ny shoes snd stepped onto the mst, I
nasn't expacting it to be mede of fosm rubber, but neither wae I expecting it to
be .msde of slebs of concrete, It wesn't rcully madc of concretec, It juest felt
thet way. In fect, it consisted of two inchcs ofithick woven strsu, It docen't
sound very soft, but you don't hurt yoursclf provided you lend eorrectly.

Very coneideratcly, lending wes the first thing they taught us, They #howed
us how to do 'breuwkfslls'!, Thcsd arc oxactly vhet they sound like - cverytime
you fall you brecek som cthing, Soactiucs it's the fall eftcr e thorw, morc often
then not it'e an arm or a leg. It is deeigned 4o 8%0p you from hurting youreclf
when you fsll or arc throwm. There sre seversl verictics, The most com_on is the
“side' broukfull,

The corrcet mcthod of doing this is to 8lap the full length of the arm on
the cunves end land’ on the fleehy part of the shoulder and thigh, Vhen lesrning
o sssianilete & throw, you throw your lcge awey from under you to the lcft or
to thc right, %t this point, th¢ lswe of sclf preecrvetion com¢ into action snd
you land in & hesp, Down you comG, bang, férst on your €¢lbow, then on your shoule
der blade, end finully your hip bone oreshes dovn on your hend whieh has 8one how
gottea unde rnneeth it, Thesc plesssntrics only heppen with the side breekfalls
The 'front' and 'beck! fslls sre auch more fun. .

The front breskfsll, Far this you fall streight forward with ‘your srus persllcl
6t your chest with your fingers extendcd, so thet you land on the palms of your
hends gnd your foresrms. The usual rcsult of this picce of foolishness is thet
your serms sr¢ too close together and your ¢lbowe dig into your ochest with the force
of stceum hummers, You cun sonctim €8, but rercly, heve your srus 100 fur gpurt
énd you lend on your forehced, nosc, chin, ohcst end so on dowmn, It is herd to
choosc between the lesser of these two evils,

4
s AL



after the others, the beck broukfoll ie slaplicity iteclf, if Y°91ilz°ci:2§ds
h to prectise it. A1l that is requircd is that you throw yoursc vy
Zgzzgthe floor from the stsnding position, slupping thc ground with the C?zlze
length of your arag u8 you land. The hezerds of this ¢nterprise arc very man r
indeed. You cen ¢ither be too ¢nthusiestic and lend on the top of your hesd, or
you sre not guick enough with your hends end land on your basck from ncck to vwaist.
Very good for 'screabling vertebrse, : y -

By this timo, you wish they'd ncver bcen invented, But there 1s one¢ more
breskfell., This is the ‘rolling' breukfall., To prectice this, you run forwerd,
place onc hend on the floor, swing the other arm between it end your chest, and
roll, slspping the floor with your arm e8 you coix out of it, Nothing could be
8implor, The hsrd part comcs with unticing the reef knot your arms snd legs alwuays
dunsge to end up in,

So mmch for the preliminuries of judo. Now thet we hed lcernt how to muim
oursclveas for life, they procecded to tcach us how to et lesst cripple others,

By now the size of the clasa hed dropped considersbly., Apert frow my f£ighd end
I, there were two wesochists und thrcc others ho obviously iound the club to be
o refuge from the locsl mentel asylum and thosc kindly gentlexen in white., I was
8till idiot cnough to think that judo could be fun,

The throws xm@ are quite eusy to lcern, All you heve to do is pull your opp-
onent off bulence, step in end throw hinm with your shoulder or hip, or by kick-
ing  his feet uneportingly uwsy from undcr him, end then leeve him to his own
devices.

Precticing this with thc other noviecs is allright unless they happen to
be femele, In the cvent, you discover gentlemenly instincts you didn't know you
possesscd bubbling up inside you, After you heve thrown her, you heng onto her
80 thet the poor freil little thing doesn't lend too hard, Then it is her turn
to throw you, howcver, she somchow finds thc strength to throw you but then seeas
to lose sny interest in you. I like to think thst the weaker scx lacke the
strength to stop you hurtlinz to thc floor, but I'm not convinced.

Heving leurnt soicthing sbout judo, the day arrives vhen you teke on somecone
who knows & hell of & lot more, Throwing another leaerner and thro-ing sowmcons
who doesn't wunt to be thrown are, to sey the least, different. The instructor
invited us to come &t him one et & time end attempt to throw him, I got somcwhere
nesr the back, hoping he would drop dead before uy turn cemc, I wstched the others
make fools of themsclves, Noting that none of theu had sttempted & throw at which
I considered mysclf to be pretty adcpt, I stepped in, Feinting with enother
tarow, I ewung for my specislty end landed four feet awsy on the cenves., I did
did » perfect brecekfull, so I suppose I hed achicved somcthing,

To demonstrete some¢ swlicnt point, the instructor cslled over s demure young
femule neerby snd told her to demo nstrate with his fovourite guince pig, xzc. As
I s&iled through the sir, s thought struck me, just before the floor did, thet
'pcople sctuully do this for plessurc!, sy next gontsct with the more sdvenecd
prectitioners of judo came the dasy the instructor let es loose emong the other
club membera, Jo mere to peir up with one of the more experienced mecmbers, all
of whon were waiting for us with open sras.

5t11l cherishing my foolish notions tbout masculine supcriority, I pesired up
with & big girl, Five foot two is she wus un inch snd sll of ¢ight stone. Jell,
shs looked bilg from the met, vhire I scemid to be gpending e lot of the time, I
hed the misconccived ides thet I wes supposed to be practising the throws I knew
on her, Obviously, nobody had told her.

% k Kk Kk X

sy €nforccd sbeence from the club hes not been vested., I heve rced just about

€very book on judo I could lay my splintered hends on, end now I fecl confident
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I know svery thvow there is to know,

dhen I aseke ny triumphent return to ths club, I shell throw thet gsrgsntuen
femsle all over the plsce, even if it kills me .
Don Geldart,

((Plovers, please, to the sbove address,))

THE FUTURE OF EDUCATION
THARLlES SmiTh

Let me stste at the outset thst I sw neither a prophet nor do I possess grest
vision or imsginetion. Being a tescher, I am invoved with sducation an@ these :
are my own feelings; ldews as to vwhere education should develop if it is to suit
e, sany of my own prejudices and emotional judgements will becoms obvious us
the srticle progresscs and I a8k you to0 remember thet there has besn no attempt
10 bs objective; I cen't be objective sbout something as importent to zme ss ed-
ucation. ; ;

Whatever the direction Stste Educction in this. country ((Englend)) tekes in
the future, let us first recognise thst ths present position is anything but
healthy. Therc are the obvious problems of the shortage of teachers end the over-
sized clesses: these are known to ¢veryonc, Beyond this there¢ is the problem of
the grout schisms that oxist et present between the types of schonls: between
the gremmer echools and the secondary modern; between the sts ts and the public
8chools., The latter is thc more acute st the moment as the situetion allows
those who can afford to send their children to the public schools where thcy not
only enjoy the privilege of emsller clesses snd individusl tultion, but recaive
s distinct adventage in leter life, The old school tic still pleys en important
part in the scedsmic end commorcisl 1life of this country, There is slso the
problem of cxeminations and. the fact that school curriculums (curriculs? curric-
ulee? Sounds like the hadmg béginning af & Neopoliten love-song, doesn't it?) are
grcatly hempcred by the demends of these €xaminetions; the tescher is not given
the freedom of dircct his class towards topice end subjects thst he might consi-
der more suitsble for thcir particular raenge of gbilities and intcrests, 4nd of
coursc there is the grcat deel of sgony thet many childrcn go through when tresns—
forred to a ncw school. Childrcn src cxpcetcd to meke this trensition three tince
during thcir school curcers! oncc to an infents school; then to & junior school;
then, on, sfter sn examinetion st the agc of cleven, to e gremmar or secondsry
modern school, It is true that weny children csn ¢ffect this trensition without
uny stress, but therc is s definitc percentege who go through hell,

The short—tcrm solution to thcae problems offured by our present govermuent
({(as of this writing; cerly sumacr 1964.)) is to reise the school-lceving sge from
fiftecn to sixteen (vhich should help esse the shortsgc of tcechers greutlyl)
and to introducc a ncw scrics of cxeaminstions more designed for the lowcr stresms
of thc sccondary modern schoal (the uppcr strosus elrcedy boing cetered for es
they ore now teking G,0.E,), giving cven less frecdom to the schools thsn they
posscss at present, A chsraing thought! Onc thet ettracts we slmost s little as
the thought of heving to tesch various of the préscnt pupils, those thet are
henging sround; juet Wwaiting to resch their 15th birthday so thst they cen leave
&nd go out end cern s fow honest (or dishonest, comze to that) bob, idcenwhile they
ure out to csuse &s much troublec gs possiblc, We'lve slresdy hed to €xpell oné
nasty piece of work this term for punching the hcedmgstecr, Now this cheracters
ves only fourtcen but I would heve hesituted to tangle with him unless foreced,
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He wes en extremsly stronz fellow end the thought of heving to teseh him when hs
nas two yesrs older and more dovcloped is nut o plecussnt onec,

In the rangs of more long term forcecests, I suppose thet we might sey that
the teuchers will have to reccive & bigger slice of the cske of curcht prosp-
crity. At lesst I console mysclf with this thoughty usually when I'm in the mlqst
of one of my blscker depressions sftcr studying wy lsst benk etetcment and gazing
vucantly st thc pile of books thet I shsll be cxpectcd to mark during my weck—
¢nd, It'e probubly wishful thinking, though.

The school-lcaving sge, I should imugine, will be reised still further, prob-
ebly up to the sge of 18. This ie bccoming more aond more likely, es the uncm-
ployment figures continue to epirel upwerds., If sutoustion mekes thc inroeds on
the working clags thet is feared by most of the unions, it is ¢ven possible to
imegine the leaving sge boing rsiscd still further, This is s favourite trick,
to solve longterm problems with short term answere, There'll probebly come &
tome when citlzens will be cxpeccted to etsy &t schopl until 25, libersls grants
being wllowed to permit merrisge between stadente, Then those with the grcater
ability or msybe anyonec ‘who =mants to, will go on to & courec of further educstim
lasting ten ycars, They will then work, giving socicty the bencfits of their long
period of atudy, until they are forty, whercupon they will retire to live on s
8tute pension, It's & nice thought, snywsy, .nother of ny pipe-dreams,

One enswer to the presnt tcscher shortage could be the usc of IV, e€specieally
closed~circuit TV, linking perheps two or threc schools, This should be part-
lculerly uscful in the sciences where the prescnt shorteags is e8pccielly acute,
It should ensble the classes from verious schools to wetch scisntific expdrimsnts
performed in one of thc ncighbouring schools, They should be eblc to pcrform
their own explrments under the supervision of the equivalent of the preeent lab,
e58istonts, This use of TV 8trengcly enough is sbout the only forecest mede by
sny SF writer, It wes used, of course, in Fred Pohl's Drunksrd's Welk, though it
Wus uscd s s meens to ocombet the rise in studcnts wishing to attcnd university
when the pleces sveilable sre so limited, The only other considcration thst
teschers end education receive is in the storics by Zenng Henderson, but she
8¢ts her storice in the present and nencvr attcmpts to extraspolute, Fritz Leiber
did write & vignctte sbout the tcsching of Newton's Lews in sn ertificiel set—
€lltic ~ end this is sbout the limit, It's rether strengc thet SF which has
pronounced its thcorics sbout the future devclopments of most espccte of society
has said so littlc sbout the futurc of cducution, It's bcen no help to me et alll

Tclevision is of coursc used at present in schools, very much in the way that
redio was uscd when I wes at school: os @ supplcmcntory oid to teeching, This
should increces in the futurs elong with the usc of wll visual wide, Audio end =d
audio-visual eide will probebly becomc more snd morc cdmpliceted and used more
sxtonsively. There 1s the great denger of them becoming so complex that they
become an end in themsclves, I rceently attonded s lecturs with some of the
boys from school at the Royel Institute. The title of the lecoturc was !Ths
Explorstion of the Uppcr Atmosphe ro by Svtcllites', The legturer was ettempting
to explein how radio weves at o ccrtein frcquoney are bounced bsck by the iono-
sphere, sllowing us toc¢ bcem radio mceswges in shitc of the curveture of the
Eorth, To demonstrate this, the lccturer uscd long remp with e slow gredient
‘end & small, shurp ramp st the bottom, The slow gredient wes incrcssecd zkr to
represent the incrcvec of frequency of the redio wuves and lerge bell-beuringe
mere allowed to roll down the ramp. at £irst they wounted the smaller remp only
to roll bsck sguin, Then, as the rump's graedicnt wus incrcesed, the balls would
g£o further and further up tac shorter romp until finally they diseppcered over
the other side, It displeyed the thecory of the bouncing of redio weves off the
lonosphere quite well but the point was rethcr lost on the sudience of 8tudents
mostly of college sge, They were more concorncd with waetching the bell come ?
closer and closer to the top of the ramp, There were gudible £08ps w8 the bells
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came oloser %0 going over ¢he hump, ihen it #insliy ciseppeepsd oved the othey
side, you could slmeost fesl the relief that ran through the lecture hsll, You mm
could zlmost imsgine the students holding & book as to when the balls would
finslly fight their wsy up the rsmp, The purpose of the displey wss quite for-
gotten in the excitement,

ifachines sre beginning to play their pert in tesching &t present, so it
takes little prophetic sbility to see¢ this spresding, Autometion csn sffect the
tesching profesaion ss well &8 industry, though not to the seme extent, It will
be impossible, at lesst until sctual robots are developed, for teaching machines
to replece teachers, Someone hus to be therc to keep-our little derlings in order
end to tekc over the more ubstrect elemsnts of the spreading of knowledgs. The
more humdrum, mechaenicel side of teueching should be cesily performed by s mschine,
Alresdy there sre lsngusge lsborstorice spreuad over the country; these sllow
gtudents to pick up the rudiments of leurning s lenguege in & wuch shorter space
of tims then has been theorcticelly posesible until the present time.
4 langusge leborutory, vhich is the only tesching machine of which I heve any
knowledge st prasent, is siople in design, The students are issued nith desks in
6 8ound-proof cubicle -~ somctimes the desk is designed with flape which, when
-ruised, form the cubicle itsle f, with esrphones and e tepe-recorder. The instruc—
or is seated et the control of the wester unit end is sble to tune in to all

the cubicles to check progress and fo wnswer any gquestions thst srise. The tape
recorder hes two tracks, the upper truck providing s recording of the foreign
longuuge s it should be spoken snd the other, erasable, trsck beinz used by

the student for practice and comparison with the mseter trsck, The student then
listenes to the msster track anduttempts to imitete as close ly as possible what
he hes just hesrd, He cun, if he wishes, play beck the mester track ss many
,times &8 he wishes, thus sllowing himse¢lf to progress at his own pace, This im~
itetion, repetition if you wish, of the master treck is then recorded on the
lower trsck. It ‘i possible on certein mschines to be sble to record on the
student's treck vhile listening to the msster track; both tracke mepy later be mh
pleyed back simultsneously so thut pupil end instructor aere sble to detect
errors in pronuncistion, vocsl piteh, c¢te,

There secms little resson to assume thet this is limited to the tesching of
lengusges; the system uscd should be perfectly sdupteble for most acedcmic sub-
jects st least, lhe lesson could be taped, allowing the students to tske as long
88 he nishes digesting the informstion prcsented before hinm - this should include
vieusl ¢ffcets as well u8 purcly audio — &nd then he could snemer s serics of
queetione presented by the aeching which then switches itself off until the
right enswcr is presented to it, *he student could presumsbly presa & button
%o signify which answer he considers is correct; if wrong, then he will have
to pley over the mastcr tape oncc morc until hc finds the corrcet snsvwer, ‘hen
the ncxt question will appesr end the seos process will tegke plece...and so on,

Yith much of the drudgery teken over more snd more by aechines, the teachers
should find themselves with more free ting during actual teoching periods to
devote to subjects outside the currdculum: erts and crefts, dreas, speech tresining
debating, subjects, in other words, to help the child develop himself rather =
thsen giving him mere aentsl excercisce end  training in rote lesrning, Exsmin-
stions will, I hopec, dissppear, u8 morc snd more people reulise thst the only
thing being tested is the cundidete's sbility to rcmcuber whet he hes lcsrned
by heart end this is vhat he pours forth in s streem onto his cxsn, peper, very
f;w merks being rceceived, &t lesst until degree level, for sny kind of originsl
thoughtg In fact, -students are often adviascd agsinst it, i :

By this time, the rsther Viectorian sttitude of dividing children into sexce

whilc.thcy recelve their secondsry cducation — the boys going to the boys school,
the girls to the girls schoal (I'n 8t1ill surprised thet we haven't rsised our—
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selves e gensration of homosexusls) - will heve digappeared, Th§ co~sducationsl
school is becoaming more and more comaon und it is obvious thut its products are
rore sdjusted to the world they ars ubout to enter then the product of the sin-
gls sexed school,

#ith this, there is the growing diststes for the seni-arbitrary division into
gremaar end sceondery modern schools st the sge of llplua; more end more people
sre reallsing thet there sre too msny mistekes occuring with children who are
eminently suiteble for the more academic type of educstion und sre being refueed
Plsces in the locel grumnar school, probsbly becsuse in their particulsr area
there are not enough pluces, wheress if they lived %xx & hundred yerds down the m
'road they would heve got' in without difficulty, Therefore they sre sent to the
loesl secondury modern school where it is slaost impoesible to get & trensfsr
to & school more suited to their psrticulsr sbilities. Now, in spite of the
éxcellont work thet is dons for this particular type of child in most of the
sscondary schools today - and I know thet secondary schools sre giving all they e
can to thie kind of child even to the point of neglecting some of the duller

. ¢hildren, becesuse I work in one - the 8tigns thet hes unfortunstely lested for
- @lreudy -too neny yesrs sticks to him: He went to a secondary modern and not @
grsmuar school, His only chence of breeking away fronm this is to get to univ-
¢rsity where the stigma, providing he cen ‘come out and gay thst he is & B,4,
or & B,Sc. is forgotten; but this is difficult froa g secondery modern sohool,
In our school &t present we have thres boys who heve qualified for university
or are in the process of doing so, snd only onc hes been offered & place, The snob
€¢lement is still there even if the schools are now culled secondary schools
insteud of secondery modern - so much neicer, don't you think, desk? I would

" hsve heted =y little Jimay to have gons to onc of those nasty old secondary
modern schools where ull those rough boys g0 - &nd all thet jazzll}

8o whet's the snswer? How cen we remove the 8nob c¢leuent end perheps nore

iuportent the closed-shop privileges enjoyed b, those with money enough to

send thelr sons to public schools? Ask yolrselves the question, if you haven't
-done %% &0 wlreudys ‘How ¢an we ¢éxpect our present gove rnment ‘to give the time
and energy meeded to rsise the stendard of st:te cducetion in this country when
thqir own children sre being sent to Eton, Harrow and Winchester, in their turn
to replscé. their fothers in their positions of responsibility? The whole thing
A8 self-perpotuating. They're not interested in genersl cducstion becsuse their
own children are not effected by it und st the samc time they are very interested
in meinteining the public school 8ystci beceuse it does help to keop the power
- in the hends of the present governing clesess, 4nd what hsppens? You even get Sn
Socislists sendin g their children to the ssuc schodls as the Tories becsuse
they went their children to get on; the whole thing is Just e vicious circle,
Yhet's the snewer? Abolish s8ll privste 8chools, espscislly 'public! schools,
integrate them into the present statc 8ysten so thet no-one csn gsin entry to
any 'school simply because he cun sfford i1t, end introduce s really comprehen-
sive system of education until the ageé of fiftecn, the course of study being s
genersl one with no speciclisstion, hfter the egt of 15, anybody who wishes
should heve as his right the frecdon to continue his'education, full-time, in e
college for furthér educution until such tine as he chooses either to g0 on to
unive reity or-to finish his course of 8tudy and find s ‘job, This should not be
limited in:eny way, ncither by money nor by ebility; if someons wsnts to g0 on
nith - his stydies; this should be enough, It doecsn't really motter if he comes
out of college (Or university, coase to that) as big e know-nothing acsdemicelly
&6 he went in, he will have gelned sonething from the course, if only a greater
mnaturity, the abiliﬁy to think for hingeclf, o gregter sélf;assurance.

The gbvernment is conning the public into thinking thst they are reedy to
spend veste sums on the ficld of ¢ducstion now thet the clection is coming (and



people mesmn ¢o forget tneils pust peeord anows shut Lthey Huve in Yol speny very
little on educationy so, if it'e ell thset iaportant, why haven't they started
before?) but thers is little chsnce of them spending the uoney necessery for this
 kind of system and yot it seems to ms the most obvious solution. Lesving the
coaprehensive school st 15 will prevent it being the colossal size (2000 upward)
which is the first criticism thet is imusdistely levellsd et them, The eese of
movemsnt from one clase to enother, when e child is found to be out of his depth
or simply in s cless not suited for his telents, is imuedistely cesed. The snob
elemsnt diseppeare once snd for sll, or em I being too nailve? Exeminstions dis-
appesr a8 thers is no nesed to weed out those unsuited for further educetion, it
being everyone's right to go on if he desires, and this in turn frees the tescher
Trom the shacklcs of the examination system thet existe at present; he will be
free to experiment with his clesses, to sid them to develop their personalities
end their own way of living rether then simply stuffing them full of fects that
are of little use to snyone. The more ecadsmic subjects will probubly disappssr
until the collage of further educstion is reuched. The students will be taught
ebout themselves, sbout their environment, society snd its workings, to use their
omn bodiss snd minds to their fulleet cupscity; in other words, they will be
taught to live to the full,

A8 I stated at the outsct, I su in no wey v prophet end I em probably comp-
letely wrong sbout future developmsnts; certuinly, if the Tories are returned
this October, I'm going to be proved wrong sll the way, Hoviever, educetion is
something I fsol strongly ebout and I fesl that if it is to improve, these wure
the lines it will hsve to follow; at least, if it is to come up to ay ides as
to what educetion should do and should provide for the children it is supposed
to develaop or ellow to develop, I hope I'm right,

: ~-—Charles Snith,

sid bi ’%Cﬁ f)y EDUCATING THE
"iiind you, I bleme the porents," said the guard gloom- M /-\ SS E S

ily. "The purents don't wallop 'em ¢nough nowadeys, Kids do what they like.
Cheeky, too," :

¥e nodded, said "Un', made gargling noises of w8gent, end otherwise showed
our. sgresment, Or disinclination to stert a row on s bus.

"Mods and rockersi" he went on, scornfully. "They vent to cell out the army
end shoot & few of them!" ' '

He reng his bell as if he wes giving the order to open fire, and I hestily
put sway the¢ funzine I hsd been reeding, in cese hc sturted on SF fans next,

Becsusc when one considers, fondom hes s dresdful public imsge, We are the
ones that leave o trail of hystericsl hotel nmenggers behind us vherever we go,
‘¢ have been known to flood c¢ities with quotc-coerde, end hotel-burs with wstcr
pistols, Grown men emong us hsve wandered the strects in peculiar costumes, The
psrents, friends, feuilies end n< ighbours of fens csnnot underetsnd why there is
this compulsive urge to producc baffling fenzines snd rewd lurid wegezines,

None of these activities sdd up, to outeiders, The sllusions on quotc—carde
end In fenzines and bohind the fency dress costumes don't wecwn enything, The
treppings of s philetelic club, & tiddleywinks congress or the ChelscaHSpelaao—
logicsl Scoiety mske scnse to John, Q. Public, slthough they rwy not interest him
cnough to join, But SF fandom? Is it eny wonder thst the Prees, beffled, hes
long eince decided thet the best was to pley fendom is for leughe?

chor}or: "Science fiction, You meen you writc i7"
Fan: "Not meny of us, Some fune tuke to writing, but they become less fannish,"



fepasters ¥0hen aze you intevested tn sclencedl ;

Fen: "Herdly st sll, We very rerely telk sbout it, Few of us heve hed any
scientific treining, enywey." _ - ' )

Reporter:"Well, are a supporteris. club for the professionsl field?

Fan: "Actually, I never reced the msgazines nowl'

I honestly believe thet & bunch of genuine wertians performing a ritusl
ceremony to the God of the Osnale would not puzzle the sversge masn sny more than
the sight of fendom going through its typicel round of activities., The evidence
for this is thst fendom hass now bsen up to its colloctive tricks long enough for
some of its members to grow grey hair, snd still it hss achieved no msss impact
snd shows no sign of ever doing so, Perhsps this is & good thing in & way. If
ever sny part of fsndom's wsy of life did cstch the public settention, fane might
bccomes as common objects of ebuse as the dods and Rockers,

Supposs, for exsmplo, that th¢ light-hearted Hum and Swey geg thst took place
st the Repetercon this year warce to cestch the public feney and turn into & full-
blown religious cult, This could happen, you know. isnyone who remcmbers Gore
Vidsl's book JESSIAH will sgree with this. The book describes how e crenk rel-
igion ie promoted dp Em 88 sn sdvertising stunt end finslly tekes over the world,
Vidsl, by the way, is en Americen merried .nto the Xennedy family eond may be
presumsd to know somcthing sbout power politics.

well, es I said, just suppose. Then how long would it be before the Press
begen to print stories of 'orgies in fandom' and link up with sll sorts of
socielly-detestad sctivitics. Very soon, gll those fens who velued their jobs
or social positions would have to publicly dosown fandori, snd move out of it.
Their plsces would thereupon be tsken by vserious undesirsble chsracters who would
call themsslves fans but be interested only in the orgies,

And eimiler predictions could b¢ msde sbeut practicelly eny other sspsct of
fendom, if 1t were to muke sn impacc on & large scule., &t long lest, then, I
com € round to the subjcct of this wrticle, nemely, €ducution, Educstion of the
public in whset SF fandom stsnds for. ind immedfatelx the sobering truth is seen.,
Firet one would heve to find out-whet it does stand for. We have elreaedy scttled
whet it doesn't. Personslly, I em coming to thini thst fandom would do well to
capitalise its preseént baffling effect on the -publiec snd turn itself whols—
hesrtedly into a super-Goon £how, Let its members deliberately set out to act
a8 court jesters to the nution. I should like to see & fennish chember-pot on
top of every new public building, end politicisl meetings of every hue enliv-
ened by the epeaker's trouscrs falling down. Is it beyond fennish ingenuity to
edopt Nietsche's msxim sbout pricking swollen ones in the belly? ’

Such & course of action mould meke us all very unpopulsr in most quarters,
but enough people would, I belicve, say 'So that's what 8F fsndom is about{t -
to gsin us symputhy snd. sen iuproved public inage, If thet's what we went, of.
courss, e sre¢ zsnies aslresdy, in .aeny people's opinion. So let's go into
busincssa, '

Alternsetively, there's stsmp collscling.

—~—=3id Birchby. 30-5-64,
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What is green and brown, covers several acres, apnd has soil om top?
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