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glo time for even right-hand marcing this igssue, Tellows, sorry it D.¥
"COQUNTIER-ATTACK" by Julian P, Parr,

What is the essence ol Tloy Johnson's criticism ¢ I find
three points; the first a sensible (thnourh faultv\ argument, the other
two either evidence of Roy's vastly superior 1 nowled"e and deep in-
sight, or evidence of just that preiudiced, illo;lcal attitide in Roy
that he ascribes \qulte excusao-V) to the N, sases, Judce for youxselves
but bear in mind he may disclaim this »nresent attitude, which is mereliy
a reply to ny article,... iTie noints are: -

(A) An 011~archy of intellectuals, while desirable, is, because of the

complexity of social classes, tl:e orvosition of the rasses and the pas-
sive disunity of the intellectuals, quite unattainatle,

(B) That only the U,S.,5.R. is even partly gsocially organised -- and tha
it has a systen "so mechanical that a race of roboig would fit in much

better than llen; for emotions are a factor in human life,

{C) That all progress 1s due to an élite ¢f geniuses, intellectuals and

cr

hi~sher technicians, lasses hove contributed only labour power which
could have been supplied just as well by "a reagonably C;IlClGnt robot,
if one existed", Thls being so, and the masses being ignorant, unin-

telligent, childish, apathetic, scornful of secrious thought -- he con-
cludes that they are valueless and not worth helping survive,
And, closing, he asks "Who would bes of most value to an hones:.

revolution, the Average ilan or the Average Fan oV
/A/ By implying that fhe desirable society would be composed of two
classes, the ILabourers (uupnlylnb the powver) and the Intellectuals
(directing the power), BRoy scens to think that there is a clear distinc.
tion between "intelligent" and "unintelligent" persons, his is ob-
viously not so; there are persens with varying degrees of intelligence:
and they could be allotted duties of wvarying complexity and importance,
There is also the important factor of inclination; some "Intellectuals:
will refuse responsible government duties but will prefer to influence
society with tlieir individual efforts; some will be disinterested in
social science but will prefer self -expression in art or literature;
many will prefer scientific “esearch or industrial ox ganlsatlon———thcse
will help to supply the power, not to direct it.... The résistance
from the masses will net be spontaneous, but will to a great extent be
promoted by a minority of property-ovmers, and others interested in the
present system of socmal status based upon wealth and it is their in-
Bluence over the masses that will have to be fought. The extent of
this influence is shown by these figures:- Five Tinancial groups
between them own (and influence the readers of ) 16 London newspapers,
with a daily net sale of 11,500,000 {weekdays) and 8,000,000 (Sundays)
and a corresponding 01rculmtlon in the provinces, -- The passive disunity
of the intellectuals to-day is widespread, and it is one of the biggest
problems we have to solve,

When I spoke of "socially organised" mankind I meant "organised in
a sgocial manner", I claim that any group of people which provides
communal services and pays taxes is socially orgenised =~ to a certain
degree; as opposed to the isolation and self-support of individuals (or
families) seen in the animal world, The only justification for Roy's
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strange idea that VYonly the U.5,85. XK. is even partly organised" is that
Roy means, by Y“socially orgaaised?,-- “organised Tor the social good,
This would explain his otherwise suspicicus disregard of the Fascist 1
"Corporate State! -- but would not asccount Tor his contradictory sug-
gestion that emotions are digrerarded in the Soviet social system; this
ig ancther peculiar idea for which I would like %o sec evidence or
authority. J.G.Crowther, in "Soviet Science?, differs;~ ¥,,,.in the
conditions of the modern world, the ioet supert hsreism, the highest
public morale and spiritual elevation are inspired by sccieties that
are scientifically organised," ~- It is, surely, accepted that music,
art and literature ~- which fulfill human emotional needs -- are
flourishing in the Soviet Union; if necessary I can quote Upton Sinc-
lair, John Barbirolli, Alexander Ilaun, Aalan Dush, and others, from the
Tew boocks I have witnh me, wverifying this, Why, in certain respects,
in my opinion, the Soviet autlhorlities are pandering too much to emotion
of a rationalistic ’‘or "pattiotie!) nature -~ how much of this is
necessary owing to the criagis of war it is difficult o judge,
L/ Wnile not accepting the theory that all progress came from an intel~
lectual elite,(for this implies that all progress is conscious, which
assuredly it is not, -~ and were not the parents of some of the members
of this &lite -~ maybe most unimapginative specinens of homo stultus --
necéssary ?), I must ask ~- you admit that the masses can produce labour
power (without which we, if we survived an infantile mortality of say
200 in the 1,000 birthe and an expectation of life of, say 15 years, -~
would be living in wodden and wattle hute, without drainage, power,
lighting or communicarions systems; we would not travel, we would read,
say, three booke in a lifetime and write, say, one, all on parchment, --
a:l this before wood fires and amid overbearing natural forces,) and you
suggest that robots could supply it better, But, man)--where are the
robots! Ontil we get them, the only alternative is to educate the in-
telligent, train the magees in mechanical production, reduce the ratio
tetween human fabcur and mechanical producticn -- and rid society of
parasites who neither think por work !i

The Average Fan, Roy, that's why I continue my activity within
Pandom rather than without..., Pl T ™ e RS

FURTIER COUNTER ~ATI4CI by~ Ropn lane,

"The only socially organised cowmunity in the world is the
U.5.3.R."~~ It depsnds what you mean (damn Joad, that phirase only raises
a laugh nowadays) by sccial organisation, I most certainly maintain
that this country is thus organised, and America, less so perhaps, and
others, I can't gee what Roy means by his phrase, if he is r8ferring
to social organisatiorn -- ne says so, anyhow | And as for the Soviet
system being mechanised, I'd say "fluid! ig the word; Yet a Government
nust be a machine nowadays, so in a limited sense Rey's right, but the
Soviet machine ig no%, as I presume he means, unadaptable, nor does it
reglect the human sice of 1ife; and robote would not fit in,(The remaiXs
re "a race of rotots® would seem te imply the Russians aré an unimagin-
ative and uncaring pecpiz, -~ the people whe can point to a record of
achievement unrivalled by any other country in modern times, achieve-

ments attained through the medium of the Homo Stultus whom Roy so der-
1&&5,-- 4 medium £11%ed with iéeals, and now fighting for the ideals
and their resultant ofTepring, whereas we fight Tor sromises that we
fought for once before, and that had no offspring,) :

Who is responsible for !'Han's! achievements.? "A few geniuses
and technicians®; correct, yes, from & normal materialistic viewpoint,

- - - -~ - - - £ -— - - - — — - -
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Vet Roy refers only to ilan's mechanised progress; well, I'1l deal with
that, and then the political and cultural side, which Roy neglects,
That he says has teen right in the past -- u\t now the technicians, yes,

and the geniuses too, arise from the masgses which are so ugvleuu ! And

(NS ) .

no doubt but that the masses of the past had their geniuses and tech-
nicians, but there was no means cf bri1;11i thogse few foruh bublcnows sas
....the education of tite masces isg the chief single process which has
nade possible our modern world,-- the ranks of intellectuals could never
have done thhlab alone, £ tiec Greeis had only acted instead of
talnlng,—- but they, oo, despised the artisan, and devoted their’
thourhts to less mundane -- therelore presunably. better -- subjects,
like fans, Rusgia, the only country which has its masses as the real
rulers, is the most advanced state mechanically, and if the Soviet sys-
ern has little cultural background,,,., that takes time,-- more than

i

WVell, Roy anyhow, dcoes admnit by inference that the masses
have contributed something to tle non-mechanical side, at lb agt, there-
fore contradictimg himself -- ,Fere one unreadable word, g&~/

As to the dogmatic statement that the masscs are dunk , Ch,
Roy, have you ever been near the masces ? The working-class man espec-
izlly is politically consclous, and if ke is swayed by the ne\spwporp,
row can he help it 7 -- hig ﬂﬁ;z csources of infermaticn are small in~

deed. The present time especially is indicative that the masses are
rnot inactive or apathstic -- coertainly they've done proportionately mol
than the faons, who are so lauded directly and by inference {  Yes, we
fans argue oLl"cfuml" over Communism and various other socialist doc-
trines -- the Greeiks ¢f another age | The despised workers, backed ot
long last by a worthwhile fraction of the middle elass, nerely joins
gome socialist organisation, and instead of mner8&ly believing there is
power in unity, oputs the belief into practice, -- And, Roy, dc you
rcally believe t“L Average TFan would Te of any use in & revolution ¢ -~

n

n =l 1_4 -

?“wembe“, tno Average Ifan is hot & satisfied conscrvative, as you seem

to think

Doug Vebster writes: - ”I have read the latest issue of DT's with the
usual enjoyment, Mr, Johnscn's essay with some

regret., BEdwin ;wcﬂohwvd, Wii0 Jas with me &t the time, will testify

that I yamnered audibly fo noments, It would, of cours e, be

futile to cormment the e 00* the reference to mysell puzzles me,

I should have thoul ot my Tault, i any in this kav+1cu*u , was tc

te too opln;onated and argumcntative @ certainly nct the opposife. Cne

e
£lance at any issue of ART or FANTAST will surely show
that where I differ from others 18 in never refraining from shoving my
car into other pecple's arguments,{cf, my reply to Staggerer a few pages
before, and your own -- e.,g., ~-_perpetual silence as an editor), Zﬁo
Toom for my own views ! -- Ed,/ Just what does Ir, Johnsocn want 9 =--
bearing in mind that I have discussed this point with him on several

e

!
occasions, Does ne imagine that tecause I prefer to look at botn sides
of a question, I have no interest in it ? Naziiem is IIr, Johnson's
lVOI‘y tOWCl".” . . . . . . . . Idle‘"iild,--13:i7:4153
Interesting 1etter from Sid Birchby: - "Av the present I am in —=---,
on the -—-=-- , 2t & htle

village called ----, which thinks it's & great place because once a week
it runs a cinema show in the village hall, which alsc serves inter alis,
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for dog shows, mothers' meetings and dances, so-called.

; "To my surprise, the cinema is running a serial, and at that
a science-fictional serial, which, as far 23 I know, has never before
been mentioned, even by that erchfiend of the fantasy film, PFC.Acky,

"It is called 'Undersea Xingdom', produced by Republic Pic-~-
tures in 1936, Cast includes Crash Corrigan as himself (Tah-rah!l),
old-timer Jack Mulhall, ZRoris Farloif, Jr,, and Smiley Turnette, :

"Story is the usual comic-strip medley of fights and fantasy,
Iuch of the apparatus, such as the rocket -ehips, the laboratory fittings,
and the television scwcens, will be familiar to anyone whe saw the IFlash
Gordon serial in the auturn of 1939, This, I think} wasg also a
Republic Production,

"As far as I can make out, the background of the story conceras
a party of Americans whose submarine bHraalkg through into an air-bubble
on the sea-bed. ‘Ilere they find the well-knowm rival groups of Atlant-
eans, who have developed the usual Wellsian bag of scientific tricks,
but who still fight with bows and arrows becouse the use of explosives
might cause the air-bubble to collapre, Hevertheless, thers is a
certain ilad Scientist, named Oompah Khan (I think) who is prepared +-
take a chance, the more so because, would yvou believe it, he wants io
destroy the world, o, he captures a scientist from the American rarty
and uses him for his own foul ends to produce rocket nmotors and arma-
mentsg, Shame ! At the end of this week!'s installment, Crash Corrig
an, having wangled the post of C-in-C,, Iome Forces, is Leginning to
wish he hadn't, as he's fallen over the city walls and is being tramplal
to death by wild !orses, Still, gince he's been falling over the wal’
gince 1936, he should be getting used to it by now,

"The paraphernalia of Hollywood's Futuria has coused much
amusement in ----, Hany of the local kids are staging ray gun battles
by the quiet waters of the ~---, and their determined hissing scares
many a Land Girl who thinks she has run across a gcnake in the grass.gff
take it you mean this latter strictly literally 9 -- Ed,/

"Usvally the serial is followed by the news rcel with bictur:
of war machines, and it is difficult to think which is the more futuri:
ic. Science has caught ur with a gocd deal of fiction in the last sevo
years, Let us hope it doesn't catch up with much rore or we shall net
need any mad scientists to finish off this old planet,

"If I see any more instalments, perhaps yvou would like to hear
what happened to poor old Crash, It does seem at present as if he's
had one crash too many.

"But then, it always does, doesn't it o

= ~==000000 =~
[Thanks, Sid. Te'll certainly be nleased tc hear
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While in London recently, I paid a visit. tc the local Odeszn .
Cinema, and saw the Ilal Roach Production, "lMan and His Hate", This is
a most unusual picturc, the plot being laid in prehistoric times, and
the actors taking the parts of cave-men, One of the most impressive
points about the film is that theya is a negligible emount , of speech a3l
throusgh, The effect would havg Baen quite spoiled had the "cave-meni
spoken voluminously with Americayn macents., High spots are:- Dhattlesg
with preliistoric monsters, a deathestruzgle between two giant saurians,
and a volcanic eruption. The fagh that ceriain of the mounsters were
cxtinct when Man appeared is ignered, but tle film ig well worth seeing.,
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