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Tﬁié igsue ﬁe“devoféﬂiérbﬁ} favourite author by reprinting his biography
Ao weitten by Leslie A, Croutch in December 1942 LIGHT, " Thanks, Les.

A, B, VAN VOGT,

saturday, April 26th, 1912, Wwinnipeg, Manitoba. Only another
of many births to the doctor but an oceurrence of infinite wonderment to
the doting parents. Rorn of fourth generation, solid, respectable Dutch
parents, Alfred van Vogt looked out on this bright new existence with
eyes thot were inquistive, seeking. This curiosity about the scheme of
things into which he found himself so unceremoniously thrust without so
much o€ & "thark you® and "may IW, he carried into his adult life,

' Although born in Winnipeg, his real home to begin with was in
Teville, Saskatchewan. There ne learned Lo take his first toddling
gteps -and probably discovered that a cat meowed when 1ts tail was pulled.
e was one end a half when his parents moved to Indianapolis where his
father attended law schcol. Then they returned to the home town where
lir, van Vogt set up his law practise, B

In school, Alfred was a normal child, dbright in some respects,
dense in others. He skipped two grades. He swam, played baseball and
football witnout brilliance. Bui reading fairy tales was his passion,
When in Grade 8ix, age 11, his teacher one day took a fairy story book
away from him and ordered the oy out to play-. In High School he spent
recegses reading Anazing atories, anything but studying. He considers
hi®education a hodge~-podge and himself a living prood that anybody can
learn to write., A couple of languages, some extra mural courses, and a
couple of courses at the Undversity of Ottowa complete the educational
picture., '
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During the fall of 1926 he worked as a elerk in Baton's. 1In
19929 he left for a ferm wherce he worlked on a threshing outfit as sepa=-
rator man. He wasn't cut out to be a farmer, though. 1In the fall and
winter of 20~30 he was a trapper. IHe€ and two other fellows tramped the
trapping lines all that wintedg. their good fortune didn't run much bet-
ter than muskrats, rebbit and a couple of weasels, though, In 1930 he
worked in his father's law office, That dall he drove & truck for a mmmd
combine for about forty days, until the run was finished, 1In 1931 he
wrote the ciwil service exam and stood well, 8o was gent to Ottowa,
This job lasted a ycar., He wdwark ended up almost as peor as when he
started, for most of his earnings were lost, as he puts it, "in a queer
game called pokerk, Te was glad when the job was ended, however, for 1t
interfered with hie writing.,
: Tt was in the fall of 1932 the cheque fcr his first story lay
in his hands. Sold to True Story Hagazine, and called "I Iived in the
Streets", it was all about how le, & fine looking girl, khad lost his
job and had had to live in the park for a while, True Story changed the
Yitle to "For the Sake of Decency" and gave him 2¢ a word for 8,CC0
words. It was a well-written yarn with rlenty of mood, Van Vogt was just
20 then and, filled with the sublime confidence of youth, thought he was
going to coin money from then on, After arriving back in Winnipeg in
1932, whence he journeyed from Ottowa, he wrote many true stories, His
biggest year was 1935 when he won & first prize in one of True Story!s
contests. Won cther prizes from time to time, tut tired of this type of
story in spite of the good money, During tidis period and afterwards
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van Vogt wrote many radioc plays, some love atories., In 1937 he started
doing trade paper work on a large scale as & gide-line. He was a report-
er of this type for nearly three years, resigning in Tovember 1939 when
he and Irs., van Vogt came east, This apparently explains Campbell!'s
statement that van Vogt wis a Canadian newspaper man'. All this time
fiction was his main jot, He wrote, among other things, the very fami-
1iar DLACK DESTROY:LR, DISCORD IX SCARIET and the first seven scenes of
EIAS., . L . Tn every young man's 1ife a little romance must fall, Dan
Cupid daidn't miss van Vogt in his peraroulations; we wonder if, perhaps
2ll this time, he sasntt keeping an cye out for Alfred and chuck ling
behinf his chubby little hand. In March 1936, the Fates, & meeting of
the Writers! Club in WVinnipeg, and Dan Cupid, laid & trap for the wander-
ing feet of our youlg nero., At this meeting of the Writers! Club the
yvoung lady, daughter of a Yheat Pool executive, wiho was 2lsc Editcer of
The Western Producer, whieh is the important farm paper of the west, and
Alfred van Vogt somehow found themselves together. She was, at this
time, writing feature articles for the magazine scctions of the Winnipeg
Prece Press and for the vinnipeg Tribune, gince then she has wrilten

gsome fiction.

To cut a long story short, Dan Cupid found an arrow bright and
gharp: van Vogt was wounded in the- quick, The virulent pcison was never
successfully combatted and wedding bells soon rang for the happy courple,
Today we Tind her influence in every story he writes, The "E" in A.E,
van Vogt is hers hecause of the work ehe does on every story that leaves
the van Voglt menage.

In 1938 Alfred picked up a ccby of the July ASTOUNDING, In it
was Don A, Stuakt's WHC GOLS THERE? Ile started to read it in the news-
stand guite idly, he says, finally put it down, impr gged and thinking
that socner or later he'd better examine the magazine rmore thoroughly.
put meanwhile he had cther writiag to do,

. The way ke get coff snience-~fiction was that he considered All-
AZING the magazine and all tne others merely infericr junk. Then, when
AAZING faded cut, he kept picking it up occasionally to see what was
happening to the pestn in tie field, Of course, he found as thousands
of fans did, that it was groving worse,

put when he read WiC GOES T-INE? he realised for the first time
trat the real stl morazine was ASTCUNDING . e returned to the newsstand
o week later and tought thot issue., Then he tought some Tack numters.
After this he sent a story idea to Campbell, wko sald (o ahead. I'irst
it was written in the ordinary mauncr, tut ven Vogt didntt like the re-
sult, worried over it fer a few deys, finally wrote it mood, Campbell
cnlled it » aperfectly teautiful yarn, a top-not-k novelette'.

Tow to tring this up tp date and to conclude, 1In Tovember of
1959 , the van Vogts returaed to Bastern Canada, first %0 ottowa, then
in 1941 to Thistletown, 2 suburt of Totontc, Rerently, since September,
they have moved to Torontc¢ proper. They will dwell but temporarily in
their present home as ne ras purchased & rouse ard will move in after
the first of the year. iﬁh%s article condensed in sume }arts.-éEd;7
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Y2 ED,!'s WAWTS IIST....
tAstounding science=-riction", 1940, Tet ,Jlar.July.ept.Cct. Dec,
1041 Aug.
nThen Terlds Jolliden and "After Worlds Ccllide® by Tdwin Balmer
and Philip Wylie. :
nplanet Plane" and nthe Secret Fcople! Yty John Beyncn.
Almost any lssues of "Famous Tantastic lMysteries™, I thangyew.
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