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A TOUR OF HORTIIORYT FAIDO:

In thie middle of uwrust I
received information froil Dous-
les Viebster to the effect that
one Irlk leedhan had been posted
to Lanff, about half-way betirecn
Lberdeen and Inverness, thwat the
Tebster menaze was snending some
holide;s there and that Doug
hoped hie and I could spend thne
wiokend of the 2lst there with
a2ilz, end male whoopee., Accord-
insly L osct out on the Soturdoy
morhing, taking with me a SCOQP
LoolXlet to peruse on the ftrain.
This tumed out to b 50 ai~shly
anniging to v distorted sense of
hurour thet it was  with reot
GifTiculty ~ onrd all but asphv-
iating nyself in the »nroccoss -
that I refrained from oxploding
in laughter cvery ninute o> two,
not wishing to alarm the other
occupants of the coaca with
fecars for my sanity.

At Zlgin I chansed taeeins
and found myself ia the cormpany
of a typical ast Coast fisher-
man and another sent, in one
corner, and & tart opposite me,
A8 the tart was a pretiy scabby
Ditch I transferred my attention
o the conversation vhich ensucd
Detween the $wo =wles, “he (ube
ty rment bvemoancd all thic hworvors
of modcern wariocre, thile 4the
fisherman at intervalc cjinculat-
cd "Aaa-aycecc " Thoy cane 4o
the conclusion iuct "ThiG nugie-
ecn Amc ghould nav-ulix ha' baen
invented.," Arcain ot Dillvnau~tg
1 had to change and voencrariouvge
1y cntcred a comportaont housing
a mnan of labourcrs. ewe I was
creatod to & cunsing conpetition
vith Blie cusces aircectad at
tnos¢e peonle viwe will troavel foo

Dy IOVIN ITACDOKAID,
Pleasure. I sarank into my cor-

cir. Webster, Snr., and son
Tony discovered me trickling out
of the compartment in the rear
of a gtream of navvies, when we
arrived &t Banff, and conducted
e to the Fife Arms ¥otel., 1In
the cevening we met Dours on his
arrival in bus, and went to bed
after o little snack. Hext nor-
ninz we took a bus to libcduft
and went on to the swimming pool
vhere some of the party took a
dip, Ve sat for o wvhile and ad-
rnired the legs and things of
goric wenches very considerately
displaying larpge bare expanses,
“hen we walked and climbed along
the ¢lifTs, admiring the scenery
which was very nice !

After we had s3towed our
guts bhack at the Fife Ayms, wo
walked around the towm, having
civen up hone of aceing Trik, who
had been moved nearer Tlgin, and
wag  apnoarencly  unoble to make
it. In the hotel garden, the
suests were treated to the svec-
tacle of Douslas and myself val-
iontly attempting to climb 3
tree, and, when we had attaingd
our precarious nositions, danse
ling Tron the branches,Tony took
& nice picture of us, Ve fock
one or tvwo more snaps, sinvvsd
coffec, possipped, and so ferihi
ceventually, I rpused xyselld ont
of ny armchair after enjovine
Tony's rendering of Lisgtls g
arian Fhapsody YNe, 2 1o ddmopryey
thot Doup - vheo had  gone o4t 19
seeure 2 place in the bus ouen
must by novw have deparvced, i
out ftaking a formal fareweil,,,.
The Tollowing morn saw me on v
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August 1944. . .
next day, after I'¢ slept in the
midst of rows and piles of maga-
zines and books, we went through
Manchester, I saw bomb dawme
g for the first time - or its
eifects - in Ieeds, vwhere port-
icgng of ihe wall along thie rail-
line hal Tpeen replacaed with
in the skeletal
Station and
found *Zcr-
some searcnins
¢ door of Jo.28.
T and tasre svood
voluminous iair
hristles stick-
wild glare of
ngnored us in. i
secraad ., e
OV QY S0
and thinge, Yhe only otvher
nouse tie
Ron's graandmothey, prod-
a jam tart and stuff which
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left for the abode of
George Bllis, Goorge was at the
pictures, and we wWerc going mwway
waen whom did  wo bump into but
Coorge., Ee protested that he
wanted nis teca, bui we dragged
nim away towards the habitation
of Ron Rradoury. V¢ thought we'd
arrive there just avoult the time
that Ron pot homo from work,
Semchody remarkcd that Ron might
on tho tram a8 usg,
wounlidnft that ve funny. YWe
sav not, Getting up

same

oven
and

Looked tut

o

with the idea thot wa should get
of f gemawhere ahout kere, vwhom
should we sce but Ron 31 Ron was
rather stunned to see tiis pro-~
cossion ¢f four Fans dcoconding
aiter nim, and ovcliewre

covered sufficicntly

tuing avout 1iv, wo

nis heuse. :

gnourr S0 B

plateaiul cf  tootilimclic nome-
baked raspocrry tarte and fruit
cakes, VWaat witi Iike and Ron 1,
and I not having ecaten for aone
time, and Ceorze naving had no
toa, and =Ron B. just hone for

____ _D.T.'s,
his, +the mounds of cakes disap-~
peared, I fcar, like Hey Prestol
Then Ron B. showed us some of
his well-cxocuted paintings of @
gscience~fiction nature, and I
t ook some uvnsuccessiul padtos,

. ¥ow Iiike, Ron L., Gecorge and

T had to move again. Ue were
noxt scen trying to brcalk the

Qoor dovm and climb through tne
windows at 41 Longfard Place,

Suat the Turacrs ned apparcently
seen us coming for the place weas

locked up. mngoiry
hour'!s, however, aolicited the
information thas noboldy was at
hone, so we reluctanily deparved.

ke and I werc socn in Iecds
again, wnere we unsuscessiully
tricd to Torcec an chtry inte Iion
Chadwick's lair, then wond to
ued.,

Text morning I foolishly ag-
reed to ge out to work with
Iichacl, I was placed in o poix
of swellington voots several siz-
es too big for mne and 30
journey across Leeds with theze
things slipping down

my legs at
every step, sc that I had a her~

at o ncigh-

.
had

rible [ IeelinfE chey'mere . conpng
off, +that I would leave one nec-
hind somevihere, The task wag to

gsather in a good crop of scveral
hundred cauliflovers, iliite had
a large, evil-~looking knifa
which he hoandled with a discen-
filting dextorlity,, and procesdad
writh his hoss 4o decapitate the

long rows of cauliflowers, 3y
this time T was smothered in &

piece of sacking, tied around m
to protect myLclothes, L s
help leoading the barrow and pro-
pelling to sned. Ilchael deion-

S
TTELE)

strated: oy some marvellious
Xnack he gctuffed obout a domen
huge caulifliovers uy under stel

arm & deposited  taem anm hBarrow,
I ventured to cmulate this Faat,
I managed to get about five ddr-
ty wet, frog-infosted caulif Lov-
crs under one aml ard perhans
two under the other, and with
thisg load staggered to the bax-



DCTI|S- P&.r‘:e

Auzust 1044,

¥oéw, Tfrantically hanging on %o
tha veg. Then to pull the rope
attached to this greai barrow,
uphill to the shed, then this
had been done numcrouvs times I
was in a state of exhaustion and
fell into the tram seat to vrecu-
peratde oen thc way back. I dig-
covered that there vos & train
to Glapgowr that aftcrmoon, and,
Bince I wag aupposed to e worlkw
ing next day, decided to take it,
On thie way back to Grange
Terrace wec again called at ¥en
Chadwick's and this time pot in.
Ken came with us, and so to the
staticn. We said our farewells
and the train chugesed out one
hour late. I had tc catch & con-
nection at Glasgow Central a few
ninvtes after arriving at St.
Tnoch, I was sitiing opposite a
little man with moustache and
vowier hat, who related a long
stoxry aocout the impending death
of his mother-~in-law, He once
produced an o0ld cigarctte tin,
fastened with an eclastic band,
containing hard-boiled saweets,
and drew diagvams on the aews-
paper for me, showing me how +to
get from. St .EMOCH to Central, The
train wag late and I cherged on
to the platform at Central two
minutes late, to find that at
least onc itrain was running to
time. So I lookcd for a waiting
roam to inhabit until 5,15 a,m,
whon the next train dopartod,
There was none | I groped
my way back teo St. IZnoch to find
it was %being shut vup for the
night. I set off in search of
Buchanan Street Station, to be
informed on asking directions
that it was closedfor the night,
I looked for a tram to take me
to scme friends I have in Glas-
gow, There was none, I looked
for a taxi. There was none, 30
here was I, at midaigot, in a
strange city with an &vil repu-
tation, in the blackout, nowhere
to go. It was cold. It began
to rain, I wags on the verge of

collapse, when I egaw a bright
toxrch fiaghing. Xrnowing that onw
1y a policeman would dare show
90 much light. I apvrcached him
with some idea cof asking for a
cell for the night, but was dir-
gcted) U alf'orivate hotel® Hexe
the crooked-looking prorprictor
gaid I could have & %ed. '"Eight
and six §3i"L »aid, VWouill have
o share a »oem wiih these two
1lows, ¥ Following the direc~
on of nis greasy thumb ay gazo
ightced upen  two  pig hefiy
.clkos looking svonily  bowazrds
8, MALL right," 1 vwhispered,
and followed them up +

.

b

The pguys started jakvering in
Bome forsign language.... I had

vigions of being found murdered
in ny bed in the merning, or av
lecast overpowered and all nmy
money taken, %vut the Norweglans
were guite harmliess, and I°sure
vived all right. 5

On the +train once -more;
change at Pecrth: thnence +ttc In-
verness, Entertaiment was pro-
vided by a newlywed couple who
fought the whclic way, hut were
evidently very muck in love with
gach other, &nd bcofore I knew it
I was striding over the Hess,
rather dirty and weary, toward
the Wanily Mansion®, after many
very interesting and enjoyaile
experiegnces, I like fans, and
may I put in here a word of
praiwe for. the JTortituds and
kindness of theiy families....

ASTROITAUTICS PURLICISED !}

Did you observe that most inter-
esting article on rocket Tlight,

vhich appeared in the Bunday
Bxpress a fow wecks back ?

This sheet edited ard stencilled
by Dennis Tuckexr, of "Wicklow",
87 Oakridge Road, HIGH WICOLEZ,
Bucks. You see it only oy kind

courtesy of J,ITICHAZL ROSENBLIM,
who, we are pleased t¢ say, does
the dirty work of duplicating
and staplingesqisctsesoniveveces



