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JULIAN F. PARR replies to Fdwin IlacDonaldt!'s "THAT MANW HOLMES",

I dont't see YMac's point 1in following "the average fan's intel-
ligence is on a level very much higher indced than the average Britisher®
with another standord, thus: tof of the average man of the world", 125
should be obvious, cven to a scicnece-fiction fan, that the intelligence
of an avecrage Britishier (or of an awverage German, or an average Belgian)
isbound to be hlphcr than that of an average hunun In fact, an "avey-
age humen being' ig a very low stoudard in most respects, ;

Ifay I offcr %love on the Doig" or "Iiyeless in Gaza'" ag exanplcs
of non-oscapist litcratiure 9 If @oec will comparc thom with most (notice

I said mest) scicnce-fiction storics, Jic will perhaps understand, oy
gonaily, I co_ not thinlt it possible to class fiction of one type 29
eSpriut == only the individual novels, Anybody agree 9

I think I rather agree with 2fac about the science<fiction fanlz
intelligence, But dntelligence is not the only quality %o be scugnt,
I'm rather irnclined to think thot fans have many faults They arg .ok
too individualistic, socially irres pon81ble (ocbserve R.K.Johnson's ‘g~
fans have.... a dislike for purely conmonplace, mundene mnatters®) ewi
lazy with regard to social obligations,

Are they (we) entitled to ignore the "commonplace and rmncane
ag though they were syunonyms for "unimportant® ¢ The "collective" intel
ligence of g=-f fans is IIT,, They remind me of luxley's "Higher Shirke ru"¢
That do they know of party politics, of the electoral system;, of econ-
omico, of mass necetings, of political hictory ° ""hege are mundane and
commonplace and beneath our dignity, It is obvious thar our higher intei-
ligence be devoted to higher problems -~ the poosibilitics of Life on
Maru, for instance.t vduxley put it timos: *,...conquering an unknown
province of knowlcdge, ubttlng tlhie baettoer of a problem, Forcing ideas
to associate or cowme apart, Bullying recalcitrant words. to assune o
certain pattern. A1l tlic ©Tun of being & dictator without any risks or
reospongibilities. ... ®

Yes, If 2 man is a Christian, he should do uomothing about it.
But s~ fans are predominantly Atheist, If a wan is a militarist, ke
doeg things about his principles, But s~ fans are largely Pac:Lflms°

~ Do other fans (l.e. intellipent fans), agree with this

That the philosonhics of nost g-f fang -- and their subjccts of

thought =-- arc based on o deep-founded moral lasiness, and that

this foct neutralises auy value their intelligence may have

otherwisc boon,
ITEWS FROM A.L ICL. Donald A, Wollhein, editor of "Stirring Science Stor-
ies" (has that mar cone under once more 9), is preparing & small pocket
book of auicnocufin?lon nod fantasy storices; contents will be "The Croen
Splotches® by T.3.,5cxibling, "The Last Man" by Wallace West, "A lMartien
Odyascy® by S.C.Weinboawm, "Iwilipht" by Campbell, YAnd He Bullt A Crockon
House" by R,A.Ilcinlein, “Hicrocosmic. God" by “furgcon and the following
from bYooks:- '"The lew Jccalerator® and "In the Abyss" by IT.G,Weliy

"ilozen's llaster® by Dierce, "By the Waters of Babylon" by Benet, "Whou

the Barth Scrcomed® by Doyle, "The Diamond ILens® by O'Brien,{and "Green
Thoughts" by Colliex IPublication date is as yet unknowm.
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NTIIE TO SPARAY by Tobert J. Silburn,

Referring to your acseriion /ﬁine-wﬁl thet time travel is 1.0
possible,... To aquote Jcad, it all depends what you mean by time travel.
The old=-style travel, whcre onc went baclkwords, “oilled his gr&ndfathor",
and returned to an unchanged prescnt is certainly illogical, because his
very prescnce in a past cra would start o chain of cvents that vould nai-
erially affect the precsent, whiel weuld in this sense be the future, Lvor
the slightest action would artfect tl.e 1uturc. It mnmight not have &
very far-reaching effect, yet agoin, 13 Cht transform the whole sceone,
Take this inaginary chsin for exampla, A time trovellar steps out onm Lo
a lawm. A dog bharks, The Thouce cut, who 1B nervous, scoots away into
the garage, spilling a jar ol acid th.o over delicate equipment, The
ovmexr, who is in the gorage, remove the acld, but is surprised to find
that tne mechanism works bottor. o patents this device, becomes a rick
man, enters politica, is mnde x“kn: sador to & Toreign countyry and by Lis
¢ lumsy handling of the situotion th e, Tosters anti-British sentimens,
Enemy propogandists pour o0il on thin L wJOu and there is o dOCluluthZ o
war by the country, Wo thue lose an iwmpestant ¥aoval Base, and so on,
Rather a clumsy chain, I admit, tut you get the idea,

Any persen going %to the past would 1nev1tah7y return to &

cnhanged present. As it w&q o simply put in Alfred Bestexrts Whe Dfn)~
able 15an" if a, b and ¢ ara events now,and A, B and § arc cvents brough
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about in the fature by a, b wnd c “0ﬁpnct3*elv Tand o time traveller i
serts another event, 4. in tie present, tuen a plus b plus ¢ plus 4 car

never produce the same Triure of A plus B P lus G,

But I can see mno logical rcoason cfaanU time travel mysclis
providod the person is nreparcd to say good-byc to ls owm time forove:r.
It may be found absolutely imposeible vhen we Inow what time really isgs
when we can work with it as we dc now with space; dbut, at the momcnu;
there seems no logical i cazon px coventing tine travel,

Finally, onec meorc noint, Poture travel i3 presumably impes.
glble, as there is no fixed Future, but only infinite possibilitiocs,
Having had complaints from Ron Holmcs abeut no hoelp forthcoming with hi-

gheet, we present this issue: -
A RZVIEBEW,

ASTOUNDING SCIERCYE IFICTION Wovenmber 1942,..,. ILead novel is "Overthrow!
by Cleve Cartmill A tnroc-shar (maximuwn possible is five) tale about a
man who set out to regaia niad  lost pozsition and to vrove that he was no
traitoxr. But things weat wrdng, and he did exactly the opposite. This
story is set in a future where cities are States named after their chief
industries, such as: Food Contrce, Power Centre, Plastic Centre &c, =- Thoe
other novel is "Jlnan Slgn® by Will uto“%ru, b cing a cortlnuauzon of Iis
"Collision Oxrbit" in the July issue, The experiences of the firm Drake,
HcGee and Drake in thoir experimente with contratorreno, or "indide-out®h
matter. Four stars for this Van Voglt has the lead in the shorts with
"Net Only Dead len', ftelling of another way, apart from death, +hich
makes sure no tales will be told. Tour Pluo, Wour ITittle Ships" is an
ingenious tale from Iurray Ieinster, and I rate it at four merely becausn
of its cleverness, However, it is not s-f, and does not belong in an s-f
nagasine, Wthe Gentle Pirmtcc" by Jonn Berryman is about a hackish ine
cident in space, Score one. Tinally, “Sand" by Colin Keith, also hock,
but it scores two plus for good style, Two articles this issuve: "Wulcaon:
Ice King" by lialcolm Jameson, and "It's A Tough Life" by F.B.Long. Usual
departments, plus a book review, Cover falr., Interior drawings poor,




