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Friends and others,~-- Tirst of 2all we must apologise for the non-
appearance of ™D, T.'s" with the April "FIDOW,

s the rcascn TYeing lack orf time, At leost, we had enough time, but just
i didn't realise that the steucils were due lJ until it was too late to do
! anything about it. Sorry.... (2ut nobody seems to have missed us 1)

So we nresent our First Anniversary Issue,.,, Ve
were duly amazed on realising that a year has passed since this sheet
first put in its appearance with the Fido mailing, %btut, as you've no
doubt heard elsewhere, Time Flies ! But enough .... BT

- - - - - - - - - -— - - - - - - - -

; EXPOSITICN OF AN ANCIENT TIigmlH by Julian 'y Parr,

"He is not only idle who does nothing, but he
is also idle who coull be better enployed,"-- Socrates,

I realise there are +two somewhat different criticisms of my opin-
ions about the moral laziness of Fans, Roy Johnsont's denial of social
obligation because of the worthlessness of Homo Sapiens is, I hope, rare;
while Bdwin Mac's satisfacticn with Fans' fulfillment of these obligat-
ions is more widespread (ac shdwn by ov. 42 Volf) and is more difficult
to criticise as its fault lies in the degree of fulfillment, However,
I shall do my best to deal with both,...

Socially organised mankind shows certain qualities which are, so
far as we know, unigue to it; educated intelligence, organised and co-
operative research, extensive knowledge and control of natural forces,
A progressive society also possesses an undeniable value of potential
unimaginable in its entirety.

o Educated intelligence is, in ry opinion, uuperior to mere intellig-

, ence (thus admitting suee;lority, 1ntellectua11y, of average fan over

average Driton; but claiming superiority of average Briton over, say,

o average Chinese). Since it is valuable, and unobtainable except in a

secure and beneficial social structure, (individual efforts, & la Bacon

and da Vinci, are a noor second-best) and since its development depends

upon progress within such & society, we should valuec the present rather

scrappy form.of socicty, and work to-increase its efficiency and decrease

the great probability of dits collapse, . So long as this collapse re-~

mains a probability, and not a certainty (and Roy offers no evidence to

justify his dogmatism over this point) there remains no alternative -~

there are no signs of Star Begotten; Men ILike Gods; or 0dd People who
claim out attenticn. Mankind is our only hope at the present,

lfan's survival in a social community is desirable, The survival

can only be effected by the comrmunity itself,{unless you leave it to

God) == Why net by a division of labour, the "mass of people" (whose

producing powers are very valuable, if their intellects are not) supply-

ing the power, and the more intelligent members helping by directing it?

So, you fans, it's not sufficient to say smugly, "We do more than

the vulgar man" ==~ you ought to do your utmost, for your utmost is need-
- Tre—— . : : . " :
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ed.

"I know frin €T rience how comfortable and easy it is to avoid res-
ponsibilities by being "careless of munkind" «- but I realise now that
I was merely rationalizing o moval loziness -~- and I suggest that a deep
and sincere search of is owa :1ind by each fan would result in the same
conc lusion,

You fans are part of Mankind; if Mankind fails it will be moxre
fault of you and your - kind than of tiie cormon man, for he has kept his
gide of the bargaim by tolling awey his days,... Mankind has the Power,
but the Intelliicence refuses to guicde it !}

====000000 ===~
HOTS- TO JrP: I can't write and thank you for the various items you send
in, Julian, if you persist in onitting your Service address 1} B g5

- - - - - - - ™ - - - - - -— - - — - -

VIEYS 0Oii  SCIBINCE-FICTION by John T, Miller,

/Passed on to us by J.I,Rosenblun, Ve hope you don't mind, Mr, Miller,/

I am generally of the opinien that science-fiction has become some-
what too fanitestic for c¢verrone except a hardened reader, and that it
requires simplifying, 1%y wain interest in life happens to be the study
of music, and the "plight" of sif., today seems similar to that of modern
"classical' music,~- viz, only tiie composer and his disciples can under-
stand the work, Jach composer has his own basis and theories, which

care usually incorprehencible to most of his auwdience, I'm not suggest~

ing that stf, should be so simple that tlie dullest can read and enjoy it,

out if there is a luw in the writing of stf, it is, in my opinion, that

of “.G Wells, -~ "To tale one #mpossible thing and weave a story round

- 5lkpds Many modern stf. autlors get their heroes into an impossible sit-

uation, where, instead of extricating himself by his wits, the hero sud-
denly produces some new weapon, or some unknowh power of thought,cor
"Meus ex llaclkmina®, and vaencuishes 1is enenies, In other words, their
stories are full of iiyoscivilities,

Wow I'm sure I could write a good story full of impossibilities,
but it is another matter to write one bascd on one so far impossible
premise, such as interplanctary rockets,/How about that one, Ego 2 Bd,/
mental telepathy, atouic powe“ long distance television or time travel,
I know whichh 1s the better uthor and that's why nmy favourite authors
are men like Stanley G. Weinbwu“ {as in "Pygmalion's Spectacles"), and a
story like Pay Cumnmings! "YTelevision Alibi" in the June 1942 FFif,

These reflections are occasioned by a colleague who is, if anything,
biased against stf,, but who reads the mags, I receive, and invariably
likes those stories baced o one or two 1Mh0581b111t1es supported by
logical reasoning,

Then again, an autihor should be careful when assuming an impossible
to be true, For example, if he nullifies gravitation, he uses this to
move heavy weights or to 1lift human beings, -- But surely by nullifying
gravitation he would cause tlie object, whatever it was, to fall apart,
as its constituent molecules would no longer attract each other, and
would be attracted . to the nearest normal objects, What he would have
to do would be to retain tlie attraction of tlie molecules for each other,
at the same time vremoving the Zarth's attraction from the body as a
whole,

I am attracted .to stf. because it stimulates the Imagination, but

h
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-confronted with a llm*“c viich ‘bobbed up from T know not hi.

7P -~ bPage 3, == May 1943,

surely if the science in the
maxe the value of the story highe
ty ° A story written with
give him an idea, but most of %
one's imabinauioﬁ

or the logic, is correct, it would
an one where the reasoning is faul-
basis and read by a scientist, nmay

¢ trash turned out today Jjust drugs

There is anot;er type of story I like ~- those written by men like
E.E.Snith and H,P,Lovecraft, Here the story 1s fantastic, bui if well-
written its nlgnty ideas oa: be very wvaluable in giving one an undis-
torted view of our present troubtles, These gink to insignificance be-
side tie tremendous ideas presented by those men,
Thus we have the two types of storiece,~- one with a ‘largely probable
basis and the other with 1o T“agis in fact, but se well written that it

apprears to become fact, Put when a hack writer tries g e- press E . E,
Smith's ideas in his fearfuT lanﬁuafe, and with unmreal characters, then
I feel like tearing up the magazine,

The moral is:- "Do net take on more +4han you can bitev(or is i
fichew" ?), Lﬁctually, it is, I believe: "Do not bite off rcre than you
can chew",~-- Id,

Yo doubt tne above would arouse much discussion anongst fans, but
for stf, to continue to flourish, QiSCUSulOH and criticism by itc experts
ig vital, especially self-crit 1r1“m,,..

====000000==m=~
HOW ABOUT THAT DISCUSSION ¥R, MIII® LMENTIONS, FANS 99 -~ R4,
A A C ! S MEANDERIDNGS or '@,aldlng the lMonster
in His Lair,.,., "

Being an account of Edwin MacDonald's visit to Aberdeens,

The Hermit of the Worth ang the Hermit of the Highlands had long
hought it was time +mev got tO{h+TGr, end &c they did, to plot a cam-
palgn for the Fanarchists, I arrived in Aberdeen and ﬂro ptly started
out din +the wrons Girection, Tut eventually found JJ way tc the sypot
marked "X" on Doug!s map, at  the ‘bus utop near tre Union Street and

Bridge Street crossing, where I won to await the 13:1va1 of Doug in bus,
I had just deposited ny casge on the pavenent and suralbhteﬂed up, to be
iere, with

hand outthrust in front of ry noce, "BEdwin MacDonald 9" the figure ex~-
claimed, "Cood Ghu 1" tlousit T 1 g must be tha Wetsterv,,,, "Doug
Webater 2" said I, takinm hcld of the cutstretehed rnand, Doug had ap-
parently arrived early, And thus we met’ , .-

We wandered arcund +ill lunch-time, when we met Doug's sister and .
bréther-in-law; very nice peocple, Iken we hopped sboard g tram, after

g T Ouhu&lﬂhall ?oad and

Doug had asssured ne it wasn suite ta e
noide the ‘beds and inside

e, and reach
the far~famed "Idlewild" 1! Oon c d o@ns i
the tripewriters were larre placardg;= "Shut Thig !va. "IIny You Be Haunted
By The Souls. 0f All The Tomatoes If You Do Net Water Thenm HOW LI -
"Sinners Beware 1} Voter The Tomotoes Now !{1" and such like, ~ The maj -
ority of Doug's Ta mily was, vou see, away for & weel!'s holiday, Inci-
dentally K the Web. has Liad a rillar-box placed just outside his gate es~
vecially for his ¢ NV QA1 0ACE o ghe i

We explorsd some bookshops and in the evening we went to the theatre
and saw an amusing vlay of S lerset Maugham

When I eatcred Douglasg's room, I guaed lJ awe at the beautiful col-
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lection of books., Forthwith I besan my ercavations in the various book-
cases and snelves; Doug was antOUnQG( ot sorie of the things I found,
He has quite a2 number of books on ;sycholomy, his favourite fruit, many
of fantasy, weird, science, hilosophy nathenatics, sadisn, humour
general, and tre besb colleculon of pornogra_nj it has veen the. nle%surc
of my eyes to rest upon; also quite a Tew "Jeird Tales", "Unknowns" and
other items, rare and otlher, I cvea dipcovered some science-fiction
magazines, and imagine Doug readins *lings 1il'e "Terror Tales" and "Hor -
ror Storx 1e"" 1! e alsc has a Tlugh ordon book which he treasures. I
becane immersed in all tiids literaiure until the early hours of +the
morning.,

ezt ,day, Sunday, we journeyed %o slazlehead, wandered through the
park and over the moor, where we werac e¢tortu¢ned by Ilome Guards slith-

ering along the ground on their bellies, proectising metiiods of crawling,
We walked on and talked,.,.. i aren ct soug to  talk about rcecience-
fiction 1! back in "Idlewild" we Zratiozcd away the time; Ping-pong,
records, tea, talk, I wormed »y wa;r throush his books and mnags,,-- and
correspondence when he wasn't 1 0l 1ng, (Anyone wishing to know who

"Swine" is should send e a l/-d. P,C, and stanped, addressed envelopel)
/Zdwin nas since a nitted that he was joliing, so don't all rush, fuq“'T7
Ve finally kissed each otlier Au Revoir with tea ir our eJeg as
Doug was going mek to the land early tlie next Aorﬂln“ vhich I ﬂnent
wallowing among the books again, All this wes intersper uod with fights
with bellicose little BGTIIOu tiie Tfascinating Vebster kitten, In the
a’ternoon I set out for home aﬁaln to recuperrte Trom the shock of my
first nmeeting with a fan,,,.
I may conclude by saying that tLoagl Douu did net at first seem like
his letters, he did later seem to "Tit int '
~e==00000C ===
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TEXT TESE'S ILQTAL LEFT FOR T0B MRILIING CCCIICICE oI T8 b“RIAL ity

Bob Gibscn wrltes: "Permit me to corgratulate you on some two—sound—
ing controverSJ in the FeXruary "DT's®, Though I

think I'1ll stand from unde“ wiere t'average intellﬂﬂence' and 'political
responsibility!' are the 1lavels on tlhe bricvbauu ! ~~ Iiked Parr cn
'Time?, Rhine has gshown hat I.8,P. works across time, Dunne thinks
higher-dimensional observers sometimes notice events outside their nor-
mal fornms, Train your faculties 1 Physical time travel 9 Ifetbe, If
eacn transit starts a new line, "Cther TracksV, "Lest Darkness Fall"

"Anachron, Inc,") No fond r t.e universe is exp wncing I

FILIINGS: Feature story in February 1043 ""“”"CWF WCRIDSH
is Henry Zuttner's et Magich, It tells of a
young pillot serving in Zagland who 1° forced to bule out over Vales; he
lands Dby a laxe, and Tinds himself the middle of the Merlin, Arthur
and. “brg n le Fay lecerd, Ver:y b;tvltainjn While on thls toplc
I can't resist a _plub Lor Tl nite's delltntful fantasy dealing Wlth
the same subject,== "The 3Sword in + e Stone", . Ivery fantasy fan sheuld
make a point of ;attlﬂ" holld of this tock, Wﬂlch is, I thlnﬁ, puk lished

’J

ty Collins,,,.. Starticg vith tre HCV 1945 issue, ASTOUIDING reverts to
small size owing to paper retioning; still Monthly, 160 pages, 25 cents.

DHIIRIUH'TMEEEKS. Fonwlled and uceacn.lled. by Dennls ;ucker at "chklow"
a7 Oakridge Road, an“ WICOLBI, Bucke, J:R duplicates, praise be .L...
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