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for both editors, a Baycon, ; Wi
and much, much mors, EGOBOC #5 - HFLLJ, 7 . S is

is pudblished in the spirit of
Yuletide by John D, Berry (35
Dusenberry Rd,, Bronxville,
F.Y., 10708 is his permanent
address, but during the School
Year he i8 in resldence at
Mayfield Housd, Stenford,
Calif,, 94305) and Ted White
(still et 339, 49th St,,
Brooklyn, N.Y., 11220), for
the consideration of letters,
fanzine trades (prefersbly to
us both), or 3 issues per six
6¢ stemps or $1.50 cash per
copy. The instrument of pub-
lication is the redoubtable
QWERTYUIOPrese, This mey be
Deimos Publication 40, Or nmaybe :
not, December 22, 1968, 7Yes, - kil B
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TED WHITE SO WHERE WERE WE? Well, a lot of things
can happen between
issues of EGOBOO, especially if the gap
AN is four months long. And a lot of things
really have happened,
I was talking with Len Bailes Sunday

L night at the Baycon in Boyd Raeburn's
K/’ crowded room, and he asked me, "Now that

\ 1 you have the fan-writer Hugo, are you
My \ { going to cut back on your fanac?" And I

1 ' replied, confident as always, "I don't

’ ‘ think so."

( Then a few months later, after no
1) \ EGOBOO, a PSYCHOTIC without my column or
e \V a letter from me, and a growing stack of

|

letters on my desk begging material, all
unanswered, out comes LOCUS with the com-~

- ment, %Ted White is retrenching on his
fanac.2? It looks suspicious, doesn't it?

The first thing that hapoened was the Baycon. Practically speaking,
we had no business going to the Baycon. I was in debt, my car had been
smashed, and indeed we had to rent a car for the drive out. But since
when have I ever been practical? I told an Ace Special to Terry Carr,
collected some additional royalties on my Westminster juvenile, Secret
of the Marauder Satellite, rented the car (carefully saving the bill for
ultimate adihstment in the nebulous future when I will be compensated
for the wrecking of my own car), loaded in a cooler full of food, Andy
Porter, Robin and myself (in that order) and set off for the west coast
Saturday evening after a Fanoclast meeting the night before.

We almost didn't get very far. We were in the Pennsylvania Turnpike,
not far beyond “hiladelphia, vhen a car ahead of us jammed its brakes
on. We did the same, and so“did a growing number of cars behind us.
Ahead, lying across the road, was a truck, flat on its side, totally
blocking traffic in our direction. Bundles of Sunday newspapers were
strewn in every direction. The driver was lying on the road, apparently
nursing a broken arm.
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Jt was an inausnicious beginning, but fortunately nothing worse was
(really) waiting for us, despite an occasional scare.

I put over seven thousand miles on the rented car during that- one
month. We drove nonstop from New York to Heyworth, Illinois,:where we
finally conked out in a motel Sunday night. Andy called Bob Tucker, and.
promised we'd stop off to say hello on the way back. I slept like a log."

Pushing like hell at the Rambler Ambassador, we got to Berkeley Wed-
nesday afternoon. I averaged seven and eight hundred miles a day. We
were consumed alive by hordes of moscuitoes in Morth Platt, Nebraska,
braved torrential downpours in Jowa, and fought off dumb-ass drivers all
across the country who liked to drive slowly in the fast lanes of Inter-
states and the like,

"'ednesday evening we checked into the Claremont, one or two days be-
fore our reservation, but with no difficulty. '/e examined our room, and
Andy examined his, and then we promptly swavped. We wanted a double bed,
Both rooms had televhones in the bathrooms as well as at bedside, I liked
the Claremont fine. The service was excellent in every area exvcent that
of the restaurant, and we ate out mostly. We were located.at the end
of the -wing closest to-the..swiming pool, and I always found a 'space for:
the car close by. This gave us cur own private entrance and access to
the pool, and we dug it. The result was that we spent almost every day
in the pool (or the *marvelous* whirlpool bath next to it), and our room
became a general dressing room for the Benford neople et al,

A good con. It was, as I am wont to say, a case of people and nlace
jelling properly. We found all our friends, and spent our time among
them, clannishly ignoring everything which might have been unnleasant
about the program or other con attendees. Tt was great seeing the Bus-
bys again, and all four Benfords, meeting lMickie, chewing over his SHAGGY
article with Len Bailes, digging Andy Main again, picking up Li'l Apa
gossip from, it seemed like, damned near everybody, and-- but I can't
put all the names down here. You all know who you are, because most
of you get EGOBOO, A great, non-stop, week-long party.

After the con, some time out in “elnut Creek with the Benfords, a
day spent touring San Francisco and riding cable cars with Johnny, and
finally a night and half the next day spent with the Rolfe's, from which
it was hard to tear ourselves away. It shouldn't have ended. We all
felt that., 'We treasured it all, even the near-perpendicular drive up
Jones St, in S.F. But finally, more than a week after arriving in the
area, we drove north, up through San Rafael, and up towards Redwood
Country.

- And then east, from Eurika, through the bloody-awfullest mountains I've
ever negotiated (giant logging trucks were always coming around each
blind curve), into Nevada, and north to Idaho. On a stretch totally
barren of all human habitation for some ninety miles, it hapnened: we
tore.a hole in the gas tank., The car had been riding very low with all
the weight of us and our luggage (nlus two cases of wine for Chaiie
Brown), and at one of the turnouts we'd made we'd put a hole in the tank
large enough to nass a cuarter through. With one eye on the gas gauge
and my foot down all the way on the accellerator, we did close to a
hundred until we ‘came to a crossroads gas station. It was a race against
the fast-emptying tank, and we just won. The service-station man fixed
the hole ‘auite well for seven bucks.

The lava flats of Idaho. ‘The Grand Tetons. Yellowstone. Lots of
flat Interstate driving. And, ultimately, Heyworth again. The Tuckers
were exceedingly hospitable, and once again we were in fan country again.
News of the Baycon had preceded us, and Bob was eager for all the under-
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lying gossip. Despite our original plans we were pleasantly pressured
into staying overnight, and the next day Bob drove us to Bloomington
(nointing out the flelds through which he'd driven a winter earlier when
the snow hid the road, as related imn his FAPAzine) and I saw the streets
where once Charles Horne had walked. A curiously pleasant little city.,.

Onward, ever onward. We got, home that Saturday, too late for the
final instalment of The Prisoner. That's life,

"JHY THAT'S AMAZING! Another thing which hanpened to me this fall was
7 the unexpedted offer of the editorship of AMAZING

and FANTASTIC, 'I accepted it, of course. As of now, I have put my own
two first issues together, and feel a strange and satisfying pride in
TPt Ll ks

- My first issues of AMAZING and FANTASTIC will appear in late February
and March, respectively. But my name will be on those coming out this
month and January, despite the fact that they were edited by Barry Malz-
berg. If any of you still-glance at prozines any more, I counsel you
to remember that Barry wrote those blurbs -- T didn't,

In "my" AMAZING, I wrote my first editorial,. and put together my
first lettercolumn. Of course, I picked out and blurbed and copyedited
and proofread the stories too, but hell, that's not ,nuch. The editorial
and the letter column are what really.count. p

I can't say I did them exactly as-I anticipated deing them, but I
think this is something T 'shiall have to work into, slowly. It takes ,r
time to learn these things. T would like to ask ‘that any and/or :all of
you contribute to the letter columns in AMAZING and FANTASTIG. TI'd ¥
like to get a good old fashioned rip-roaring set of columns going.

Scheduled for the next issue of AMAZING after my first will-be a
column of fanzine reviews., It will Drobably be by my co-editor, dJdohnny
Berry. And for FANTASTIC T plan a series of fan—orlented articles, some
new and some reorinted from fanzines.

So where-does this leave my fanac? i 4 #
Cut back; obviously. T wrote a final column for PSY (due to appear -
in SFR #29 back in late October., And I simply won't be able to do ]
letters of comment on every fanzine I get any more., . And it has been.
my fault that thish of EGOBOO is so late (Johnny sent me the first four
pages of his column and a lettercdl months ago). 1

But T do nlan to stay with EGOBOO, if less regularly. And I shall-
become more of a columnist for Johnny Berry's EGOBOO than anything else.;
This issue, like,the next, is transitional, and they will probably be , -
the last I shall myself publlsh (As always, Johnny will be handling
the mailing list, and requests should go to him.) ¢

We may have lost our only outside columnist due to the delay; so
far we haven't heard anything from Dick Bergeron after letting him = > i«
know EGOBOO wasn't dead yet.. Oh well, We still think "VARHOON 1s great,
Dick. ' j o e

NAKED EGOBOO: This year has been more than passingly good to me,.despite
its share of ‘frustrations,-accidents, étc. And I want

to thank everyone who voted me my fan-writer Hugo. 7TI'm proud of it,

and damned pleased to have.it. Now, next year, let's get Harry ‘Jarner

his. You've got a damned good excuse now: two 1nstalments of his biog-

raphy-of Walt Willis in 'JARHOON,

Likewise, it's been'years since a fan' the stature of Bob Shaw has
been nominated -for TAKF, and I hope this will give TAFF a shot in.its.
arm, . Vote,- as'they say, early and often,

Finally, it's'a bit late to say Merry Christmas ‘(this won't be mailed
until afterwards), but Season's Best to all of you, anyway! --Ted Vhite
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LETTERS NORM CLARKE Many thanks for sending
N

2 | 9 Bancroft FOOLSCAPs end MAVERICKs through
| Aylmer E,, Quebec ell those wonths and even years
|  CANADA of total unresponsiveness frem

» me,

I'm falrly certain that
you don't expect me to comment on &ll those back
issues nuw (thenk you), so I won't, except to men—
i tion that I enjoyed your several trip/con reports,
i especially the famous remark reportedly mude to
Steve Stilles by Boyd Reeburn and subsequently &at-
3 tributed to me, end which I don't remember say-
| ing at 8ll, Perhaps Mr, Stiles made the whole
thing up, for of course he lies a lot, Anyway,

I think he looks exactly like Steve Stiles, es-—
peclally the nostrils, Actually, I now dimly re=
member saying, at the TriCon, "Tou don't look

like Steve Stiles.” I was telking to Lee Hoff-
men a2t the tigs.

The MAVFRICKs were enjoyed end
eppreciated, also, belng the only newszines I've seen in & long time (I'm not interested in news
of stf prodom, which is why I don't get Andy Porter's zine), tNow you cen stop not getting 1t
becouse you're not interested, Now you can not get it because it's dead, -jdby Of course I was
croggled to learn that VUID &2 will be (hes been?) published, and amused to learn that Ted White
is doing his co—editing trick again., (Well,..2h...Ted, you tell him about VOID 29, ~jdby And
thet brings me to EGOBOO 3: it's & fine fenzine, end what if it does look like MINAC? (You are
nc¥, of course, & certified member of that large and raffish group called The Ted White Satellites,)
Beat stuff: Ted's putdown of “The Great Marko" end your, ah, review of SOPHISTICATED, though Bob
Silverberg will probably lecture you on the eviality of saying unkind things atout miserabls crud-
zines pub)lish by young fans (d6n't llsten o him; and keep Silverberg out of your fanzine),

BOB LICHINMAW It might interest you to know that Egoboo #3 got here August
112 Lundy's Lane 22nd bearing an August 20th postmark from someplace celled "Edgar-
sen ¥rancisco, Celif, 94110 town, Ma," Save this sentence for publication the next time some
fesn sterts putting down the United States Post Office, (Inasmok as a good percentage of the
Sen Francisco Post Office is friends of mine, I think I ought to give them some indirest egoboo,)
Where 18 "Ma," though? Messachusetts? Maryland? Maine? (Massachusetts, It's & town on Mar-
tha's Vineyard, —Jjdby

] This is e paragraph for you to pass on to Ted: I think that the point you
wented to make about Los Angeles fandom and its manla for obsessive reporting of its bowling
scores has been made, It was made guite well in "The Sports Page" in Egotoo #2 and run into the
ground in "The Sports Pege™ in Egoboo #3. Although I'm absolutely certain that the subject could
provide you with lots. of edditionel copy, &s the subject of Coventry provided me with lots of copy
dn 1962 and 1963, I feel you are mostly pleying to an uninterested or disintered house, (I meen,
I assume that I &m not alone 1n not receiving the towling-score fanzines from IA which prompted
thiq.) Most of them went through SFPA, -jdby Pleuse not tc construe this 2e any kind of ettack,
Just as advice from someone Who's played the same game.

- If Greg and I revive FRAP, which is ec-
tually pretty unlikely, we would probably run 1t on atout the samo basis as before, That is,
rigid Zl-pege issues with nc more than B% letters, published regularly and not too infrequently.
That sort of standardization end disinclinasticn to let the magazine expand mede possible its pub-
lication a2t all., 3But, as I say, it 1s very unlikely that we'll do it, 3Soth of us cen get 2ll the
fenzines we want for letters, trade and/or friendsklp, and I at least would just as soon not get
involved in e network of trados. I genorally send e FAPAzine in response to something unsolicited
that impresses we, but I don't want at this 4ixw to be put in tho positlon of heving enyone expect—
ing & regular exchange, 45 an, I guess, sMi-time fen (which really makos me go tbrough some
chauges, bectuse I don't thinkef myeolf in those torns), I receive enough unsnlioclted stuff from
ny name belng in tho FAPA roster and from letters in varfous fanzines. Ted can probably tell you
mch the sume tale. Ok, ccme on, Revive FRAP, Everyonme's doing it, -jdby

GRAHAM BOLK Quick skim through E 1 produced complete agreement with your comment on
7, ¥lo Drive the appearance of fanzines being an luportant point in their appeel, (Neer
St. Albans, Herts, heresy, and totally unfair -~ but regrettebly tz;ue.) The strange thing 1s

ENGLAND that I always considered BADINAGE a reasonably neat fenzine, Certalnly the

Mercers, who Were in charge of production, have received no vast onslaught
of critiocism on that score, Perhaps US fanzines are more neat for some reeson then British far-
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zlnes ~ you should have seen FREEBWHEELING 2 or RUFFCUT!

' q ) ¥Which leads quite neatly to my second.
point of interest; this time in B 2, Your review of GRIMWAB brings up some interesting points
ebout British fanzimes., I did mention it %o Herry when I was homs last week, and hs is much
(though not necessarily 1dent1cally) in egreement with my follewing comments,

: British fans use
elite type, white paper, few pages, end very little dittc because of ccst, They simply cax?t ».
afford eany frllls or waste, (One point of interest —. the ditto cover of BADINAGE was perhaps
the most unpopular piece in any edltion - I've yet to see locs onm B 5 he sald,,covering himself
hastily,) Duplicators come expensive — fandom is largely carriod on the backs of a handful
seottered over the country, Ellte typo puts moro words onto fewer stencils, Ditie, or as we
eall it spirit duplioceting, 1s largely unevailable,

Rag-content peper seems to be unavailadleo
here ~ et loast I've nover seen 1t or heard of it, ¢I'm afraid I goofed, Someons had told we
that the sort of paper wo print ¥GGB00 on was "rag contert™ peper, but when he gew my remerks
Ted corrocted mn: re&g condont is & vory high grade paper; this stuff is very cheap. It seems
that thias stuff doesn't have eny name at all, 8nd I'll have to go back to omlling it “the stuff
‘wikh the threads in 1t,% -3db,g

MN WHITTINGTON The conaeiseness and clasity of thought you demonstrate in dealing with
30 Park Drive. 2001 impresses me greatly, Xurther, it touches upon something I -have been
Yastus, Mo, 630£ wondering on: When is the ®controversy® over the movlie going to emd, It

] ray be thay it is an oxcellent fiic—TI am of the opinisn that 1% is—but I
ar tired of seeing it reviewed everywhere. I don't mind ths good reviews dut there are damn
few of .them; the dest and possibly the only good one I have seen was Walter Breen's in WARH®ON
24, and, even sc, I can't egree with much of what he seid, It's possivle thet yeu have teken
the second {(lmews: to me) step toward making 2001 a thing of the past, if such a thing 1s pos—
sible within the next 33+ years, The thing I fear is that there will »e a similar commotlon sur-
rounding the boox, what with ell the movlie critics rushing to get their second thoughts inte-
print, I liked the film and book but encugh is quant,,.suff, And if you're in the market for
a real dangerous vislon, think atout thiss Suppose someone decldes to turn 2001 inte & Satur-
dey wmrening sartoon show for the kiddies as actually did hmppen with JOURNEY TC THE CENTIR OF -
TEE BARTH and FANTASTIC VOYAGE. Then, regardless of what Clarke and Kubrick might sey, the true
mearning of that unusual snding will stend revealed: an up—da.ted version of the opening of Pan.-
dore's Bex,

I ‘suggested and &m pulling for a discussion or series of talks on fanhistory at

Saint Lauiscon. Mayde this will serve to instill a sense of history among the newer fans--and
m&ybe next time Ted writes en article about Eighth Fandom or somesuch thing, I'll be able to
comment intellizently theroen,

RIQZARD LAZONEB ELVIRA MADIGAN was billed here in Ottawa as Mpossibly the most beautiful
971 Welkley Rd, film ever made,™ So I didn't go, If they aren't sure that it's the most-
Ottave 8 Ont, veautiful film ever rade, I'm not going to dether,
CANADA BADINAGE, as Ted says,

is & sloppy fanzine, put out by fins who are using themselves and their sur-
roundings, end.mot what other people Lave done, @8 their inspifation, I would condemn the fan~
zine because it's not that good; but to raeke it because it's not following the dictums ef what
other fans did in the pest doesn't seem felr, To each fan his own thing,..if you and Darroll
and Harry Pell prefer the faannish aspect of fanfdom, and caen publish good fanzines in that idiom,
that's. yeur thing; the Bristol group apparently doesn't see things that way, and would rather
try to be serious, Unfortunately, they're not as grod at it yet...may never be.,..2s Pete Westen
is. yBut BADINAGE is not & serisus fanzine; nor do either Ted or I think that a fanzine must
te faaanish to be gcod although a certain element of fannishness has to be evident befere I
would call it a fanzine, Whatever 1t's trying to do, BADINAGE just isn't very good, —jdby

; : 411
of wkich is not to deny that RADINAGE isn't very good, They fust shouldn’t be condemned for
not being something they d.on't want to ba.
As 5 Ted's cavil that the reason fer thelr fallure

is a la-ck: of oditorial and critical stundards-—might it nct be corrected in timef If it hesa't
been-yet, I'm rather dutious that 1t ever will de, ~Jdby

T i} Anywey, it was a well-written and en—
jeyable pounce and clawing, .

VIRA EEMINGER Creath Thorne's estimmte that twenty people Tun fandom et any one timei-
30214 108th Ave, ST through fanac, wrlting and publishing strieks me as ®eing very much on.the:’
Auburn, Wash, 98002 conservative side, Just the S+ Leuls crowd and the LA crowd make up more

] '



',‘}ha.n twenty active individuals already...Wouldn't & 1ist be interesting teco (end create some
feuds?,., )1 ¢But who are the few people whc actually sperk all that activity? In St, Louis,
for instance, cnly Ray Fisher would fit into.the "twenty"; in LA, I'm not sure, but I doudt more
than two or three could be found, Thet nmumber doesu!'t meen there are only that meny actifenss
it just means that a score of fans rozlly run things through their influence on others, -jdby
Your gemmants on Martha's Vineyard ovoked a bit cf nostalgia here. I gpent part of a vacation
there, and my fondest memories ere not so much lots of movies es watchirg some of these fine
square-riggers come into the hartor. What a sight they were,.. \

GR BOAK (agein): Originally I wrote a lire-by-line refutation of your review of BADINAGE,
Now I realize that you would : ardly be convinced by 'any such argument, 80
why weste postage? Suffice it to say that I found nine errors of fact irn your article: I do
admit thet it wes beautifully written (despite & féw minor flews) and had more than a gom of
truth,

One point: Why didn't you mention Rob Johnson? Hell, it was his,fanzine you were crit-
icizing.

One other: "Threaten" was the operative word, Had you suggested raising the fees for
overseas membereh ip in 2 civil memmer, I (and probably Rob) would heve been forced %o egree with Ly
you., Dut instead you used it as a club, to quell digcontent and silence fair criticisn, (Or
unfair criticism: to print Pat's attack next to a rave abcut Baycon now seems bad editing - I
cleinm the blame, it was done before I hended over to Rob.)

i Your biased attitude and slanted epi-
thets I can sterd., TYou dc have & reputetion to uphold. Why should yow expand 2 few persomal
comments ofi mine into & country-wide controversy? A what?}? -jdby You damaged your cwn argu-
ment there. Anyone with even slight kmowle dge uf British Fandom would have known ‘that no such
controversy exists,

I've alr eedy said more them I intended, I really wrotethis lette? to use
tho "meroadc conceit" I was accused of having, I maey as well live up tc the reputation you've
given me, Why don't you write something for my 'zipe, CYNIC? (I do intend to leafn from BAD's
nistakes - at least to some extent,) I don't always agroe with what you say, but you are en en-
tertaining bastard when you set out to be,

rl don't got lotters like this every dey. ‘Which “is
not to say I heven't gotten a lot of requests to write for the fangzires of various neofans, but
rarely after four paragrepbs of lamtasting. Why ‘dontt I write something for CINIC, Graham? Be-
causo I think you're & jerk. Why do I think that? Well, let®s run €cwn your lettcer,

In your
first paragreph you cop out, After stating that you wrote a rofutation, you sey you don*t think
14 would convince me. TYou add thet you found nine errors of fact, but don't 1list a single one.
Finally, you stete that my piece "hnd more then 2 gem of truth," Facts, Graham--reel facts--are
the most convincing end least argueble foym of argument available, and the moe t likely to con-
vince me. : : :

I didn't mention Rod :Tohnsop by name because it was my impression that BADINAGE was
something of a group effort, and because it was your review theot sparked most of ‘my comments,

rhis matter of "blackmail! and "threatening" is whes really turns me off, however. You jerks
think the worldcon owes you & membership on & platter, and that this big doller you've spent
quelifies you to publish the ravings of a senile old man (we since turned up correspondence from
Mr, Terry that gives the lie to all hiscriticisms), and to add your own biased, non-informed
beefs. And you gripe ebout how you heven't gotten your big dollar's worth, When I point out
that worldcon cheirmen don't have %o take this nonsense, and that «Jf you rub their noses in it,
you'll simply provoke them into raising the overseas rates tc & proper level, then you accuse
me of "bleokmail." Look, jerk, I an not in nny position to "thraeeten® or "bla ckmeil" you, as
should have been n¥kvicus, because I am no longer in any way connected with putting on & world-
con, My warning was just that: and I wordex mow if you think it was my fAult that St, Touils
and Columbus agreed, before consite ¥ading this year, to reoise oversaas rates to $3.00.

Meybe
no controversy (over the present quality of 3ritish fanzines) exists, but you people seemed to
spend & lot of time on it, both in BADIFAGE and im various o5, fanzines, like--most recently-—-
FOOLSCAP, I note youlve dwelt on it in your recent LoC's to PSYCHOTIC and WARICON es well,

You
can't read, I did not accuse you, specifically, of "moronic conceit”; I applied it to "modern-
day British fans™ who "turn their backs™ on 3ritish fandom's heritage of quality, If the shoe
fits, wear it, The notion of living up to your erstwhile reputetion confirms to me the fact that
you do, in fact, deserve it,

This reply is probably more harsh than it needs to be, but you bug
ne, 4, Grzhem Boek, you really do, =-Ted Whiteq I
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PHRU HISTCRY WIME T've just been read-
J. WaSLuY TRUTA- s  inx my file of iiI AC,
vhich 1s some sort
of lineal antecedent to 50 00, for Ted
at least, It's of interest to me bhoth
for that reason, and becauvse it's an
excellent old fanzine and I enjoy read-
ing excellent old fanzines., (Cr "Gold-
en Oldies" as the 3ristol fars have it
--“si~zh,") I don't feel there is any
varticular danger of BG0 OC imitating
I.AC, although we are more in the "T. -
AC tradition than any other (and ner-
haps it would ta*e some »Hressure off
Arnie “atz and his "QUIP is 70TIoM), but =
the Gerber/ hite zine does nrovide some xood ideas as to what vou can do
with a very small fanzine, 'e have decided not to use half-size or lex-
alenagth naner on .30200 to avoid a file of our fanzine loo"in~ as mis-
matched as the I AC one does, yet I have become rather fond of the idea
of lemalen~th fanzines and will probabhly use it at a futurc onnortunity.
I bezan esmecially to notice the benefits of le:alenzth when I bouzht

tvo quires of stencils for FOOLSCAP and "Maverick." The national head-
quarters of the Gestetner Corn. 1s near Sronxville, in Yon%ers, so T drove
over there one day to buy suvnplies. "hese four-"ole bi+ * stencils were

53.70 a quire; T could have zotten another variety 307 cheaper, but I
ranted stencils that would ta%e artwork well. 3But such nrices started me
loo"inz at all the blank snacz at the bottom of the stencils a2d thin%-
int of" all the good use to which it could be put. Jesides, HI'AC hos.

11 thru 15 loo%ed good i- lezalen~th. 4s I say, 60200 will remain stan-
dard sized, but I do reconrmend the advantazes of the longer format. I
wonder what new nossibilities in layout it =mi~ht bresent.

sut back to

iHI-AC for a while, I said that GOZOC seems to e in the "I AC tradition.
I mean that it seems to resemble .iT.AC in format more than, say, FA AC,
or GAIIZIT, or PLYI G PROG. Tn a letter that we didn't nrint, Creath
Thorne commented that fandom seeiled to be 'nittinz its seams together
again aand that it needed a few fmz or fans to wor% on making fandom a-
ware of its icdentity and lead new fans to the ~ood fanzines and the cen-
ter of the action, ‘e also said that GO 00 sounded li%e it could heln

a lot to zive this fandon its icdentity. ( e wrote that before receiving
GOROO 1.) ow I rather doubt this prowosition, Oh, 7ot that fandom
needs ldentity, but that .GOZ00 1ill become any sort of center. Arnie
Katz has made similar noises, speculatin~ that if it ~ells ri~ht, .GO_0D
could hecome an "indispensalble" fanzine. I wouldn't nind that--there!s
plenty of e~oboo in »ublishin~ a focal fanzine--but at the same tiie it
azailn seems unli%ely. :either Ted nor I am interested in the lar~xe cir-
culation or intentionally -ride anneal that a FA AC or, on a larcer scale,
a P3YCLOLIC needs, ‘'e‘re both leaninz on each other in nroducin-~ this
fanzine (each other's shoulders, that is), even though it is not our only
fanac in either case. T trv to provide a summarv of all the ners that
comes my 'ay in .Jew Yor' or the SArea, and I include changes of acddress
because gonebodv has to Hublish. them and I alvays oot mad at 4ndy Porter
for nerlectin~ thea in S™T.IXLY; other than that, Ted and I both try to
write wiat we want to say to our frieads--our mailing list--and we review
fanzines often and now “ichard “erseron is columnizing., We wrould li'"e to
7et letters from our friends, because in many cases what we rite in GO-
200 is vhat we might write i» manvy oersonal letters if we weren't publish-
in» it., Cur mlo list is made up nostlr of those peonle we are really
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concerned abort sceinz our wort, nlus a fe= who have obs on us (such as
subscrintions to the defunct LAV LRICT), and I will be havwpv if this stays
in the vicinity of 70-20, iiailing fmz is a drazg, 2nd one vhich I am :
possiblv becomin~t notorious for being slow at, but it is part of my half
(half?) of the Division of Labor on this fanzine, So is the malling
1list. And so I am ant to cut unwanted deadwood. (Since this is for our
friends, thouszh, wasted deadwood 7111 be %ent. ‘e will ~ladly hide thenm
fron the sheriff's vosse.) ;

o1 I don't think that 4I AC ever achieved
the nosition of bein~t a relav »noint for information, opinion, and enter-
tainnent that I was taling about on the last pacge, ot until 1t becanme
a leadint journal in the 'reen “oondozzle, anyway, and I fervently hope
that no such controversy arises to haunt the pares of £G0300, I world
li%e to see .GO:00 approach this form a bit; I would 1lie to see it ner-
haps achieve the 'fanzine in miniature' concept better than . I AC did
(many issves seem rather diffuse on loo%in~ hack on them), and 7'd like
to veep LGOBOO more flexible and less standardized as time passes than
11T 'AC. 3ut still, T can't see 30200 achieving the status of a Focal
Point, Come to thin's of it, I don't thin» .Z0BCO has found its true
forn quite yet.

This has »een a history lesson about (1I. AC,

THE 3000-MIIE ITCH: The Baycon has caught this issue of EGOROO in the

middle, or at least my half. .s the perceptive
fan will realize, this typeface is quite different fron the above; this
betokens the fact that the above was stencilled in Bronxville, on ny
nather's fine Smith-Corona electric, while this is being stencilled in
California (in Palo Llto, to be exact, where I am staying with Joe and
Felice Rolfe during the three weeks between the Baycon and the opening
of Stanford's dorms), on a borrowed Olympia manual. (There's nothing
like leaving your own typer at the conhotel to screw things up.) A4t
the moment, Ted and Robin and undy Porter are somewhere between here
and New York, driving leisurely home from said worldcon. The fact that
this fanzine's co-editors will be a continent apart for the next three
months will not deter us...it night slow us down, though. There is a
definite difference between scnding ny stencils off from the Birea and
hopping on the Pcnn Central and the subway to ride out to Brooklyn.
Anyway, we still stcadfastly rcfusc to cournit ourselves to even a ten-
tative schedule, but I gucss you can count on us to come out prctty of-
ten still., I like publishing frequently.

Have you ever thought of rankind as a sort of giant N3F?

SPREEKT U ENGELS, MEWEER? I an fascinatcd by languages. The structure
of a languagc, the relations between words
and phrases, the history of a languag:'s developnent, the sounds and
pronunciations of thc words--all of these I love to study. I havec a
predecessor in fandom: Andy liain has long been interested in languagcs,
and his first fanzines gained him a reputation for it, so that one night
at the BayCon when several of us werc debating the origins of a word,
someone said, "I wish andy wain were here; he'd be able to tell us.”
But where indy's particular intcerests are (wecre?) Hebrew and Swedish,
nine extend more toward the Roniance languages and to Dutch. I can only
speak one language besides English with anything approaching fluency,
.and that is French, which I've been studying for thrce ycars in high
school and college. when I spent a surmcr in Europc two ycars ago, I
picked up more French than anything clsc because I had studied it for
a ycar and knew cnough basic granr.ar that when I heard a form of a verb,
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I could meke scveral other forms of the samc verb just knowing that,
to takec a typical example. I also picked up somc Italian, since rnore
time was spent in Italian Switzerland and Italy than anywherc clsc,
but despite four years of highschool Latin, I didn't know thc basic
grarnar of Italian and couldn't usc what I lcarncd as well. (You can
probably sce that I am not thc sort of person who learns a language
best by just beginning to speak itj; the casicst, most cffective way
for nc is to lcarn the sinple grarmar likce How To form the sccond per-
son singular of 2 verb, or How adjcctives agrecce (or don't) with nouns,
then p%ck up vocabulary both through rcading and by spcaking the lan-
guage. '

I've alrost given up on school tcaching of languages, though.
I took French in highschool in a cliss that was filled nostly with
kids two grades lower thon I, because I was starting a sccond languagce
in the eleventh grade, and French I, like Sprnish I or Latin I, was
basically airmed 2t ninth graders just beginning a forcign language for
the first time. The school wasn't luarge enaugh to support a separate
class for older students. Hell, it wasn't large cnough cven to sup-
port any languagcs besides thosc three. But when I got to college, at
good old *Big* Stonford U, I found classes that wcre, cssentially, just
highschool classes once again, cxcept that they werc taught in the na-
tive language. e had the same kind of daily assigaricnts (not to nen-
tion daily classcs, which many college course don't have), the sanc
dull class periods which you spent hoping the teeccher wouldn't discov-
er you weren't prepared, ~ngd the snme kind of attitude that this was
a coursc, & rcquirencnt to be gotten through, rather than a chance to
learn the danncd longuage. It was all profoundly unstinulating, and
conscquently I did poorly.

Then, in spring quartcr, I was lucky. I
was forced to repcat the coursce I'd taken the quartcr beforc, because
I had missed the fincl cxer.  So, on the advice of my former tcacher,
I did not take thc coursc frown her again, but instecad I registcered
for thc othcr scction being taught at the same timc. 4nd the tcacher
I got, a . Jean Duchesne, turned out to bec an cxccllent and stinulat-

‘ing tcacher. hy? Becousc he wasn't supposed to be tcaching at all.

He had. becn o student at some French college connccted with the Sor=
bonne, and when he cearie to Stanford for a year he expected to be nadce
sonc sort of associnte with no nore job than ndvising sorie advanced
French students. Instead he was given two separate classes to teach,
although he had nevcr donc ~ny teaching before. Without any of the
ridiculous approaches of the more cstablished instructors in Stanford's
Dept. of French and Itzlian, hc began conducting thc classes in a most
unorthodox and intriguing manner that proved very succcssful. He re-
garded the texts nnd the oxcercises und things as soncthing that rust
be endurcd, and then he felt free to go on to actually tcaching us
soniething of the language, He clso eliminated the Assignnent compul-
sion and the guilt feelings of homework undone that had held over fronm
highschool. Besides all this, hc was a fascinating personality, nak-
ing French onc of the classes I cenjoycd rather than once which I avoid-
ed whcnever possible. 4t any rate, as o conscgucncce of 21l this, Jje
parle francais avec un peu de facilité.

But 2lso as & conscgucncce,
when I found nysclf wanting to lcarn Dutch, I decided to tcach nysclf
rather than take a coursc in it. (uwaybe the fact thet Stanford docsn't
offer Dutch had soncthing to do with that decision, too.) Why I an in-
tcrested in Dutch is a long story, but by now, after buying (1) a phrasc-
book, (2) a dictionary, and (3) a gramuar book, and studying thcn at
a lecisurcly pacc for scveral nonths, I havc down a good part of the
basic granr.ar of Dutch and& o small vocabulary, 4nd it's & fascinating
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languagc, in woys cntircly differcnt fronm French. I an constantly
intrigued by thc fact that in rniany ways Dutch is halfway in between
English and German. It is a ruch siwpler language then Gernan, and
after lcarning « bit -of it I .can understand ‘soiic'of thc Dutchunan!s
contenpt for the Gerrans: they have a basicnlly sinilar language
which thcy've futzed up with all kinds of ridiculous conplications.
For cxarple, in Gernan there nre soncthing like a dozen different forms
for "the," varying according the singular-and-plural, gendcr, and casc.
(Cases are ncnexistant in English--thank Ghod!--but Latin scholeors
will recognizc then and gromn.) In placc of this Dutch has but two
forms: "de," for singular nouns of the Conmion gender, and for all”
plurals; and "het," for singular nouns in the Neuter gender. Infini-
tely sinpler, no?

ns for thc cress between English and Gernan; cor-
sider this. In German, "I an" becones "Ich bin." (ind that's a Ger-
nan "ch," too, full of throat-croggling coarsencss.)” In Dutch it's
"Ik ben," Or takc "that 1is":. In German, "das ist"; in Dutch, "dat
is." Sce whet I nean?

The first thing I learn about a language is,
naturally enough, pronunciation. I like to be able to proncunce for-
eign words corrcctly, and I an fairly good at picking up accents. It
took Lie a long tirc to gect uscd to French, as it has rniany other stu-
dents, bccause it's not just a natter of lcarning to promounce cach
letter~-you have to gect thce feel of whole sentences, too. It took
quite a while, bccause in French the enphasis is on different things
than in English. Dutch has nct becen quite so hard, because its inton-
ation is very sirilar to that of English. In fact, it's very hard to
affcct a Dutch acccnt because there is so little to erphasize, spcaking
front an English point of view. The biggest singlc difficulty for Erng-
lish-spcakers lcarning to pronounce Dutch is probably the strange
thing the Dutch do with their "g." They pronounce it just like "ch"
--and their "ch" is just 1like thce Gernan. ' I never had any trouble with
the sound itse¢lf, but rerembering to say it wherever I saw a "g" was
quite difficult. (Of coursc now whencver I try to pronouncec German I
have to renind nysclf that I shouldn't pronounce "g"'s that way, nor
drop the "n"'s at the end of words ending in "-en," or so rany othcr
little details.) anyway, I find Dutch a totally fascinating language.

Knowledge of language can reveal things to you that you night never
have noticed, tco. I was glancing over a nap of Holland this cvening,
and I cane across a little town waaaay up in the northeastern corner,
called "Uithuigen." I couldn't begin to t¢ll you how to pronounce that
without several long sentences, but it translates pcrfectly literally
as: "Outhouscs."

I rathcr wonder about thot.

NEWSGAGGLE: Funny thing, thcrc was a worldccn & couplc of woeks ago.
In kceping with what I said last issue, I nwust rcport that
the BayCon has cinchcd the pennant this year with a rccord high atten-
dance of soiething over 1500. It was =~ gas of a convention, though,
as that nurbcer included a lot of good people. For a fuller descrip-
tion, look clsewhere, or naybe 'in Ted's colunn. 4s for the esscntials:
St. Iouis won the bid for the 1969 con, soicthing like 3 1/2 to 1.
The busincss scssion declaered that fron now on the worldcon bids will
be voted on two yecars in advance (at the St. Icuiscon you'll vote for
both 1970 ~nd 71); ‘you uust have bought & r.crbership in the cen to be
voted on beforc you can vote; the Fan Writer and Fan /rtist awards wcre
made permancnt, as was-'thc Novella catcgory; and the 5-ycar rotation
plan was adopted. By agreenent of St. ILouis and Colunbus bcforc the
voting, nenbcrships will be #4 ottending and $3 supporting.
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"TO DROP A BOMB, " began Dick Geis, "the zine will be photo-offset next
issue, . Yeah, ...I have ruined my arm for the last time,

man. 360 copies this time. It's cheaper in time and effort to have it

printed, and at 1000 copies it's as cheap as mimeo. And I think the

circulation will get to 1000 in a year's time, if not sooner. Wow.

What have I created?"

This was the content of a paragraph in a recent
letter from Dick Geis, talking about PSYCHOTIC. He has announced in PSY
27 that the zine is going half-size and vhoto-offset, so it's no longer
news to anybody, but he did not announce as many details in PSY as he
revealed to me in a series of letters.

My immediate reaction to Geis's
announcement was to write back and tell him T didn‘'t like the idea. I
have been increa51ngly unhappy about the direction PSY has taken in the
past several issues, and this new move seemed simply to accent the
changes taking nlace in the fanzine. When it first revived, in Nov-
ember, 1967, it was definitely oriented toward fandom. The second is-
sue featured a mammoth lettercolumn in which many old-time fans felt
the fannish juices stirring again and nostalgized freely. In subse-
quent issues, PSY developed a two—pronged apnroach that mirrored--or
perhaps sparked--a similar trend in fandom as a whole: a mixture of
fannishness and intense involvement with what's going on in science fic-
tion today.

This mixture was fine. But in the past few months, PSY
has become more and more stf-oritnted, shunting out fandom except for
a handful of articles (including my own column) that never drew much
response in the lettercol. It has become the stompring-ground of the
pros, or in the case of fans-turned-pro, it is their orofessional side
that predominates. This isn't an accidental chanse either; Dick es-
timated the content of PSY right now at "about 80% sf--20% fan," and
he says "it will probably go to 85%-15% or even less...to 104" in the
future. Now I'll admit that I'm just not all that interested in read-
ing a 90%-stf PSYCHOTIC, but this isn't my main quibble. It is that
the way PSY is developing now sounds remarkably like what happened to
it in its first incarnation; if anything, it's happening a bit faster
this time. The first PSY started slowing down, became more pro-orien-
ted, went half-size photo-offset, and eventually changed its name to
SCIENCE FICTION REVIEY and quickly folded.

Now the new PSY seems to be
follow1ng in its own footsteps. Dick says: "I am not content or hap-
py with PSY as a fannish zine, If it doesn't reflect my interests...
my changing interests as they come clearer to me...then it's no fun.
For me. 1It's a personal-zine, after all, and my interests are swing-
ing more and more to sf. Can't help it. {(...) I want to include all
the sf-world in my =zine, pen to think sf is more important
(to me) than fandom. 7¢1FK¢?/F1¢TZ¢//X¢YZV% PSY is now more a pro-
writer's fanzine than a fan's fanzine." He later qualifies this by
saying that the content of the zine will not change much at all, ex-
cept that "the book reviews will multiply, because...that's my bag.
Briefly, ‘the zine will reflect the entire sf scene---fan-pro-cons. A
big chew, but whatthehell, I'm having a ball and I just sold ANOTHER
book!"

- And that's the last word T have from Dick Geis. Yesterday I
learned from Ted VWhite that Dick is planning to change the name now
--to SCIENCE FICTION REVIEW. Dick has big plans for the zine, T'm sure,
but we've seen these plans before. I'm afraid that Geis is going full
cycle, and I doubt that PSY/SFR will last through summer 1969. Vhat
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.he does with his own personalzine is his business, of course, and I
expect to enjoy the metamorphosed zine, but PSYCHOTIC has enjoyed a
position considerably_ beyond that of a personalzine: it was literal-
ly a focal point of fandom., Now Dick 1s taking that focal point and
leading it off in new directions, leaving the place it once occupied
empty.

SCIENCT FICTION REVITW may or may not succeed, but I'm sorry
to see PSYCHOT:C die.

THE ABOVE WAS WRITTEN some time ago, *vell before the publication of

SFR 28, but I felt that it was still worth pub-
lishing as is. = Since then I've gotten #28, and I've been pleasantly
surprised; not only was I pleased by my own column, which I didn't
remember as being particularly outstanding, but T find that the whole
zine is rather nice--a vast improvement over the bitching-and-back-
biting atmosphere of PSY 27, :
I don't take back anything I said above,
except perhaps my chronology on the prediction of the fanzine's death,
but I must balance it out by saying that I enjoyed the current SFR
immensely. $So much so, in fact, that I've stopped thinking about drop-
ping my column from its pages and I've already written part of it.

TYPEFACES, TYPEFACES: This issue of EGOBOO has spanned more than just

3000 miles and the time between late August and
shortly after the Baycon. ‘This (the third typeface in my column this
issue) is Ted's typewriter, which I'm pounding away at while sitting
in Ted's apartment in New York and contemplating the snow outside and
the Christmas lights. It is December. It would appear, you see, that
we don't produce EGOBOOs except when I am in NY. We do plan to do an-
other isgsue right away, before I return to California from my vacation
(which ends Jan, 5), but it's my guess that the next issue aftér that
will come out when I'm home again in- March, Since I don't spend much
time in NY, all told, I'd say this is going to stay a nretty irregular
fanzine. ’

MORE NEWSGAGGLE: T talked to Terry Carr the other night on the elec-
tric telephone. He told me that it's a moot question
whether-he's going to publish another LIGHTHOUSE or not. If he does,
he said, it will be rather different; more informal, "more like a Johnny
Berry fanzine," said Terry Carr to me. He already has three (3) sten-
cils typed un. T suggested to him that he issue the fanzine in small
pieces--send out those three pages, then in a couple of weeks do another
counle of stencils and print-'em ur and send ‘'em out. You can't get
much more informal than that, (I said., ‘He seemed to like the idea.
"LIGHTHOUSE, The Serial Fanzine." Yes, it has appeal. You'll never
know until it's finished how many pages it's going to have, T said.
That's the beauty of it, said Terry, it never ends! T laughed at this,
and we hung up. But don't surprised if the next issue of LIGHTHOUSE
you get is very thin, :: The Birea is breaking up and floating out
to sea, I fled the disaster and am holed up in New York, waiting for
the tremors to catch up with me: :: There are trolls in the Brooklyn
subway Sunnels.  :: FOOLSCAP 6, The Foolish, is virtually Out; as I
sit here typing, Ted is downstairs running off its many pages. In fact,
FOOL will probably be finished before this issue of EGOBOO is, but since
it isn't likely to reach most of its mailing list sooner, I thought
I'd tell you anyway. :: We've gotten.a couple of new Fanoclasts, but
more about them nextish, or maybe in Ted's column,

-- John D. Berry



