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yanhistcry #3, The u n d efin itivo  f&nzino i s  published in the wane j f  the noon of 
aodnaia o f d e f in i t e ly  irregu lar  o cca sio n s. This A ll F c ila  Buy is su e  la dedicated 
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w il l  forward h » ll  u n t i l  I gut sett.Ind and have an addross o f  cjy own again* LeoH



t -  warp
The l e s t  tim e I S A W  demon k n ight*  he gpve me an e y e b a ll  to  

remember him by. I t  was a lo v e ly  e y e b a l l ,  b lu e -p u p il le d  and a l l  
b lo o d sh o t . I hevc I t  n o* , p ressed  between th e  p eges o f a book.

That occu rred  s h o r t ly  a f t e r  I f i r s t  met demon k n ig h t , namely 
a t  the C le v e le n t io n  l a s t  Septem ber. But I  had heard o f  him lo n g  
b efo re  t h a t .  I don’ t  remember e x a c t ly  when, but I  was a«ere  o f  
h is  r e p u ta t io n  e s  a b r i l l i a n t  w r ite r  and hum orist e a r ly  in  my fan  
c a r e e r , end whan I reed  my f i r s t  dk s to r y :  TO SEhVfc hSAN. I m  
duly im p ressed . The rumors were not f a l a e .

I met demon kn ight in  «n e le v a t o r .  I t  ae^ms f i t t i n g  somehow 
th a t  the e le v a to r  was a sc e n d in g . I t  was he who ex p la in ed  to  me 
r’hy n queer but n ot p e c u l ia r 1*, anH he i s  one o f  the few p erson s  
ever  to  argue w ith  me and co n v in ce  me th a t I  was in  th e  wrong 
(s  f e a t  w orthy o f  n o t e ) . He laughed a t  my jo k e s .

The idea o f  t h i s  damonlah came to ma In C le v e la n d , and s h o r t ly  
a f t e r  the con I sounded ou t s e v e r a l  p eo p le  (n o ta b ly  my a s s t ,  ed s) 
on the s u b je c t  end met unanimous a p p ro v a l. But somehow when i t  
came tn a ssem b lin g  m a te r ie l  I met an odd s i t u a t io n .  Of a l l  the 
p eo p le  in q u ir e d , e?ch sa id  th a t  he fa v o r  ed the m sg, but th a t  he 
p e r s o n a lly  did  n o t f e e l  q u a l i f i e d  to w r ite  a d e f i n i t i v e  s r t i c l e  on 
daann k n ig h t . TTiis. perhaps, i s  a most s i g n i f i c a n t  comment on 
dk.

So we b r in g  you t h i s  i s s u e  o f  F y , perhaps the l e a s t  d e f i n i t i v e  
o f  our i s s u e s .  And we b r in g  you demon k n ig h t , perhaps the m ost 
com plex o f  the p e r s o n a l i t i e s  s h e l l  p r e se n t  h e r e . C e r ta in ly  he i s  
one o f  th e  moat i n t e r e s t i n g

I r e g r e t  one th in g :  th ere  i s  no adequate sam pling o f  dk1 s  
w r it in g  h e r e in , ^hen I eaked him , w ith ou t s p e c i f y in g  t i e  r e a so n , 
fo r  perm i.*alon to  r e p r in t  from h ia  works, he asked me n ot t o .  So 
l e t  t h i s  be w arning t o  ' ny fa n z in e  e d i t o r s ,  i f  you w« nt to  r e ­
p r in t  from the works o f  demon k n ig h t, don’ t ask h i s  p erm iss io n .

UneiDcayne
January 1956
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dk; HE PUBLISHED A FANZINE

all our yesterdays
by harry warner

r e p r i n t e d  from  a r  K e s s l e r 1 a 
FANWtIETY ^12 , S e p t 1951

T h is  f a n z in e  WAS l i k e  m oat o f  th e  f a n z in e s  I n  h i s t o r y —i t s  f i r s t  
i s s u e  had a c o v e r  c o n ta in in g  A apace  s h ip  b l e a t i n g  onward end upw ard< 
B u t u n l ik e  o th e r  f a n z in e s  t h i s  one a l s o  had on i t s  c o v e r  a w o r r ie d ~ 
lo o k in g  l i t t l e  man in  a b u s in e s s  s u i t ,  lu g g in g  a b r i e f c a s e ,  r u s h in g  
tow ard  th e  v e s s e l  w hich w«a j u a t  b l a s t i n g  o f f  from  e a r t h ,  end y e l l i n g  
"Hey, ”« i t l "  T hat was fandom ’s i n t r o d u c t i o n  to  S n id e ,

I  .M entioned l a s t  tim e  th e  new n o te  t h a t  S w ee tn e ss  And L ig h t had 
s t r u c k  i n t o  f«ndom . Ir.na  had ta k e n  th em se lv e s  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s l y  b e fo re  
th e  ’ - O 's ,  h a v in g  a good tim e a t  c o n v e n t io n s , o c c a s io n a l l y  c r a c k in g  
jo k e s  i n  th e  f a n z in e s ,  b u t r a r e l y  t a k in g  th e  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  s c i e n c e -  
f i c t i o n  m ig h t n o t  be th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  th in g  in  l i f e .  B ut S w ee tn ess  
end L ig h t ,  th e  r e t u r n  o f  T in k e r , B iuce  Y a r k e 's  The Damned T h in g , and 
S«<ide a l l  came a lo n g  w i th in  e c o u p le  o f  y e a r s ,  l e s s  s u c c e s s f u l  im i t e t*  
o re  s p ra n g  u p . end n o th in g  waa sa c re d  i n  fandom from  th e n  on .

Demon K n ig h t r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  S n id e . (He s t i l l  u sed  c a p i t a l  
l e t t e r s  on h i s  name in  th o s  e d a y s .)  He r e a i s e d  in  a n  e l l e g e d  
p la c e  c a l l e d  Hood h iv e r  , O ieg o n , w hich no one h 'd  e v e r  h e a rd  o f  
b e f o r e ,  and w hich baa  p ro b a b ly  v a n ish e d  from  th e  f a c e  o f  th e  e a r th  
s in c e  he moved to New Y ork . V*ny IZmon d id n ’ t  go on to  make h i s  
l i v i n g  by h i s  pen i s  o n e  o f  fandom 1 * u n so lv e d  m y s t e r i e s .  I n  th o s e  
d a y s , he seemed to  have « t  l e a s t  a s  much t a l e n t  «a  T u ck e r, *nd 
d e f i n i t e l y  more th«n  fh « d b u ry , A l i t t l e  l a V r  he d id  s e l l  a n  o c c a s io n  

y a rn  to  th e  p r o s in e s .  p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  th o s e  e d i te d  by th e  New 
York F u tu r i a n  g ro u p  a f i te r  he became c l o s e l y  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  th e  
F u tu r l e n s  i n  fa n  a c t i v i t i e s .  H* h a s  A lso dome some p r o f e s s i o n a l  
e d i t i n g  and a g e n t in g ,  I  u s l i e v e ,  n u t h* a tu rn e d  our. n o th in g  to  f u l ­
f i l l  th e  p rom ise  o f  th o s e  i s s u e s  o f  S n id e .

Oue more t h in g  a b o u t D*-roon, b e fo re  *e tu r n  to  S n ide  i t s e l f .  
H a rd ly  a fa n  who As r i i v e  rem em bers th* t  he i a  th e  guy who fas 
r e s p o n s ib l e  for th e  N a t io n a l  F a n ta s y  Fan F e d e r a t io n .  P ro b a b ly  
Damon h im ie l f  h a s  a w hole c h a in  o f  g u i l t  com plexes caused  by th e  
outcom e o f  h i s  in n o c e n t  s u g g e s t io n .  He w ro te  a n  a r t i c l e  c a l l e d  
" U n ite  o r F i e ” and su b m itte d  I t  to  me w h ile  I  w^s p u b l i s h in g  
S pacew ay. i t  m i^ed th e  c r e a t i n g  o f  a n * t io n ^ l  fe u  budy , I  r e j e c t e d  
i t  b f-c^use I  th o u g h t i t  '-ou ld  s t r  I t  e l o t  o f  d i s c u s s io n  o v e r  th e

3



("arner -  2) 

aped for such * group, and d id n ’ t  vent to d evo te  must space to  eueh 
an a b s tr a c t  q u a l i t y .  l>rr>cn th en  «en t i t  to  / r t  id n e r . J r .  who 
publiRhed i t  In F a n fa r e . I "as wrong. Fandom r a l l i e d  around the 
Id es w ith ou t p rodd ing , and the NFF? c r a t e d .  !>mon h im se lf  
never took much o f  a p a r t  in  th e  o r « ? n iZ P t lo n ,  sm art f c l l o * .  I t ’ s 
herd to  t e l l  »hat fandcta would hrve been w ith o u t th a t a r t i c l e .  No 
doubt B n a t io n a l croup would have been s u c c e s s f u l l y  proposed by 
someone e l s e ,  but I t  ml<Uit tv ve been a n a t io n a l group *1 th d i f f e r e n t  
p u rp oses and m ethods.

Snide be^rn to  appear in  1940 and la s t e d  f o r  a year  or two. 
B i l l  L”  H E , ih m  lim in e  near I /^ c u . was a c o -e d i t o r  t f f te r  the f i r s t  
ifceue, but .1 h e ’ l l  a p je e  th a t  the v i t a l  spark » OB fu rn ish ed
by iX uon. 7>i • b^ftt t x t e r l ' l  was w r itte n  toy K night under pennsm es. 
«nd K night did  th e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  the ^ c o n tr ib u te d  so must to  the 
mpp»21ner < ,lr<vor« ! •  • * r o l e  O . tne fe^< f a m in e s  in  th o se  days 
w ith  r o s i l y  f r e e  form at —i  . e . , one in  which H h i d i n g  any p re­
sc r ib e d  s i z e 'o r  sh a p e « a form*-* which p erm itted  the page in  th e  
m id d le  o f  the a r t i c l e  to  be broken by *n i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  D mon ranks 
in  my b ^ k s  as the b e s t  c a r t o o n is t  ev*r  produced by fandom. Not 
the b e s t  a r t i s t ,  he d id n ’ t  hr we the f i n e s t . s e n s e  o f  humor, but he 
iyd  the a b i l i t y  to x wold a jok e  Id es  and a draw ing in se p a r a b ly  
to g e th e r . B e s t  o f  e l l .  h is  c a r to o n s  were gen u in e  s t f  jo k e s , not 
som eth in g  borrowed from H m sgnzina and tw is te d  around in to  fe n te a y .  
They were in sp ir e d  by s i t u a t io n s  th ^ t cou ld  occur o n ly  in  s t f ,  l ik e  
the moat fam ous c a r to o n  o f  a l l ,  th e  wan in  the space s u i t ,  t r y in g  
to  g e t  f id  o f  the f l y  perched on the t ip  o f  h is  n o se . Or the 
b r e a th ta k in g  s i l k  s c r e e n  cover  f o r  th e  second S n id e --e llw * r «  deep 
b lu e  end b la z in g  red on a p a le  b lue background, d e p le t in g  a sp a c e -  
men sh o o tin g  h i*  f u t u r i s t i c  raygun . r e c e iv in g  the f u l l  e f f e c t s  o f  
the b la s t  in  h i s  p o s t e r io r  end c r y in g :  "Daron E in s t e in ln

S n id e  w aan*t. a l t o g e t h e r  hum orous. S e r io u s  s t u f f  WAS p u b lish ed , 
a lth o u g h  you never knew ho» lon g  i t  *ae g o in g  to  s ta y  s e r i n e ,  
l ik e  th e  remark in  the m idd le o f a p ro z in e  rev iew  colum n. 15 f j
s u b s c r ip t io n s  t o  any o f  th e  p u b lic a t io n *  l i s t e d  h T t  n^.y <C?*.re^  
by w r it in g  to  t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  e d i t o r s ,  e n c lo s in g  a one-* nd i» -a a lf  
c en t etatip^"

However, s a t i r e .  l ig h t -h e a r te d  f i c t i o n  and nose+hu^bing a t  the 
pro z5 ne a were th e  l i f e b lo o d  o f  the m agazin e . The fictAOU *» s t y p i f ­
ie d  by s f o y  Bredbury s t o r y .  Tale o f  the toangledom vritch . ih i s  was 
bn?.y t»o  p ages lo n g  (S n id e  w s  a h e l f - e l z e  p u b l ic a t io n , w ith  &| x 11 
usgea m idfed do»n t> A ^ O T *  a ^ ia i .
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B ut I  th in k  th e  b e s^  th in g  i n  ch* f i r s t  i s s u e s  waa "Via Totem 
P o le "  *nd "V ia S w e e p s ta k e s"  e c o u p le  o f  p a r o d i e s ,  I t * *  a n  odd t h in g  
how a good p a ro d y  c*n  rem a in  e n jo y a b le  lo n g  a f t e r  th e  th in g  i t  
b u r le s q u e s  h a s  been  f o r g o t t e n ,  Lew is C a r r o l ’ s "You A re O ld , F a th e r  
'U l l i s m ,"  i s  s s a t i r e  on a now f o r g o t t e n  poem, which l i v e s  in  i t s  
0>n r i g h t*  S i m i l a r l y ,  Eamon’ s  p a ro d y  i s  a s  f r e s h  and d e l i g h t f u l  
a s  e v e r ,  even  though  th e  i n s p i r i n g  a t o r i e a  a re  p e rm a n e n tly  b u r ie d  
1 n th e  f i l e s  o f  T h r i l l i n g  ’ o n d e r  S t o r i e s .  Around 1939 o r  1940 
T*S was p u b l is h in g  * s e r i e s  o f  c o n n e c te d  a b o r t  s t o r i e s ,  e ec h  o f 
w hich had a t i t l e  b e g in n in g  * i t h  " V ia " . and a 11 o f  w hich c o n i s i s t e d  
o f  r a d io  m essag es  r e c e iv e d  from  a p io n e e r  sp a ce  e x p e d i t io n .  The 
a u th o r  was l i s t e d  a s  Gordon A . G i l e s ,  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s id e re d  e 
p suedonyn  f o r  som eone, and w h ile  th e  a d v e n tu re s  o f  th e s e  ea rth m en  on 
o th e r  p l a n e t s  were b e t t e r  th e n  th e  pv e r age TVS f i c t i o n ,  th e  s e r i e s  
grew  r i d i c u l o u s .  s t r e tc h e d  c u t  to  such  l e n g th .

In  th e  f i r s t  o f  th e  K n ig h t p a r o d i e s ,  J u p id e r  E x p e d itio n  Number 
One i s  in  bpd sh a p e . The g r a v i t y  on J u p i t e r  I s  so  s t r o n g  t h a t  th e  
m e ta l  i n  th e  tlm  c * n s  he* been  com pressed  and ao  th e  c an  a c a n ’ t  be 
Opened w ith  th e  i c e  p ic k  * nd everyone  i s  s t a r v i n g .  The e x p e d i t io n  
has round l i f e  on J u p i t e r ,  a l th o u g h  th e  n a t i v e s  a r e  n o t c o n s id e re d  
v e ry  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  b e c a u se  none o f  them h*s been se en  to  move y e t ,  
e x c e p t  fo r  one t h ' t  g o t knocked a h i l l  by a r o l l i n g  s to n e ,  How^ 

or, th e  2 ,3 4 8 i th  dav  o f  th* e x p e d i t io n -

"As I  s a id  y e s t e r d a y ,  o u r food p ro b lem  was s o lv e d .  I t  h ap p en ­
ed t h i a  way- G in e r to n  WAS lo o k in g  in  a p i l e  o f  t r a s h  f o r  th e  BCC o f  
sp a d e s  when su d d e n ly  he came up w ith  a sm e ll  m e t a l l i c  o b je c t  in  h i s  
h a n d s . I t  “ a s  a can o p e n e r . 'G in e r to n .*  s a id  C a p ta in  B e tw e ll ,  
summing i t  u p , ’you have found e c a n - o p e n e r .1 And t h a t ’ s th e  way 
we a l l  f e l t  a b o u t i t .  Te d ra n k  a p ie c e  o f  t o a s t  in  honor o f  G in e r­
t o n 1 8 q u ic k - w i t te d  s e t ,  (T o a s t  i s  l i q u i d  h e re  on J u p i t e r .  U gh.)

"B arn ey  and P e re n  have gone o f f  to g e th e r  and a re  le a r n in g  how 
t6  r e a d .  B arney  i s  c ro ^ s -e y e d  ^ h ic h  c o m p l ic a te s  m a t t e r s .  C a p ta in  
B a tv -e ll . G in e r to n .  and m y se lf  have  done a l i t t l e  s c o u t in g  a ro u n d . 
H e a v ily  lo a d e d , *e s ta g g e re d  p a r t  way i n to  t h e  j u n g le .  The p in k  
e le p h a n t s  ch a rg ed  now end th e n ,  b u t * e  found a s im p le  was to  s to p  
them . e q u ic k ly  form  a c i r c l e  end fe e d  e ac h  o t t e r  s e l t z e r  t a b l e t s .  
Then th e y  go A*ey. S t i l s o n  i a  w ork ing  o u t a ne* w y  to  p e e l  an 
o ra n g e  from  the  i n s i d e .  He soya th e  w orld  o f s c ie n c e  » i l l  be 
a s to u n d e d •

A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  th e  men d e c id e  to  e x p lo re  8 to tem  p o le  th a t  
i s  s ta n d in g  j u s t  o u t s id e  th e  s h i p .  S n a r l e t t i  was a n x io u s  to  g e t  
i n s id e  end lo o k  f o r  r e c o r d s  and t h i n g s ,  s c  we walked a l l  around i t  
lo o k in g  f o r  l a d d e r s .  ie  found n o n e . ’S t r a n g e .*  mused C a p ta in  
B a tw e l l .  im p r e s s iv e ly ,  a a a lw a y s . *e g a th e r e d  around  h im . s h u s h in g  
each  o t h e r ,  w h ile  th e  g r e a t  men th o u A jit. F i n a l l y  he lo o k e d  u p , h i s  
f a c e  a l i g h t .  *1 have i t : *  he s a i d .  ’ I h e r e  m ust be some o th e r  me su e  
o f  a n tr « n e e  :•  V*e c h e e re d .  Th* c a p t a in  had a g a in  sav*d th e  d a y . 
And « u re  enough , when *e h*d looked  u n s u c c e s s f u l ly  fo r  e l e v a to r s  
end f i r e  e s c a p e s  *e found a d o o r a t  th e  b a se  o f  th e  huge monument. 
I t  was a tr iu m p h  fo r  human r e a s o n ."
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.he  a x p e d it lo n  then  t r i e s  to  i i^ u r e  ou t ^hy totem p o la s  
h* vebeen found on * 11 th e  p in n a te . The maffiberp d ec id e  th* t I t  
*es bee* use th? In h a b ita n ts  l ik e d  to b u ild  totem  p o le s .

On the lo n g  voyage home g th e  sh ip  i s  p o llu te d  w ith  J o v ien  
bedbugs. so C e p t ' in  H otw ell sprayed e v e r y th in g  w ith  kerosene  
and l i g h t s  s m atch. "?or s ix  y e a r s  on J u p ite r  *e had not known 
a tem perature above a hundred. * the n a tr a tb r  p o in ts  o u t .  Then 
the c r e e p in g  co ld  o f  sp ece s e t s  in .  w h ile  P ark ers c a lc u la t e s  
■very h a l f  m inute w ith  the space du od ec*n t, because "Iba s l i g h t ­
e s t  e rro r  *huld land us in c h e s  end in ch ee  from our de a tin a  t lo n .  n

The n a rra to r  sums i t  e l l  up by sp y in g  o f  the re turn t r ip :

rtI  c e n 1 t d e sc r ib e  ho* »e f e l t .  Any»sy« >hy should  JY”

- —Harry arner Jr 1951
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/  dk: SOME GREAT MOMENTS 
IN THE SEARCH FOR 

DINOSAUR FEWMETS

James Blish

I t  was n h o t  autnmer in  1955 , in  K l l f c r d ,  P a . Dnmon 
uaa l e - . r r i . iE  t o  ev itn , and n o e t  o f  u s —d a a o n , H a le n , V a l a r i e  ( d k 'a  

. f i r s t - b o r n ) ,  r . r e n  (03 Ho. 1 d a u g h te r - ) ,  end I —h ad flora to  a beach  
on th e  D elaw are  S i v e r .  V i r g i n i a  ( “ 3 w ife )  , B e th  ( n j  Ko. 2 d augh ­
t e r )  and B la c k o u t (m j c a t )  e ta s e d  how e.

Demon and I  g o t in  f l r a t .  V a la r ie  c"iue down th e  beach  a f t e r  
u s ,  s h o u t in g  "Mommy , mommy, mommy.'1 Damon b r e a s te d  th e  D elaw are 
w ith  th e  g rave  so le m n ity  o f  cho b e g in n e r .

" I  w ish  wo cou ld  b re a k  h e r  o f  t h a t , "  he s a i d .  "She c a l l s  
ev e ry b o d y  ’mommy1 , i n c lu d in g  m e."

"Y o u 're  lu c k y ,"  I  t o ld  h im . "B e th  c a l l s  me 'B l a c k o u t "

Damon sank l i k e  a s to n e .

T h is  l e  how d am on k n ig h t  le a rn e d  t h a t  he c o u ld n ’ t  lau g h  and 
swim a t  cho same t im e .

A l l  my a n e c d o te s  a b o u t  demon seem to  be o f  t h a t  o r d e r .  They 
e r e  o f  no  co n seq u en ce  to  b e g in  w i th ,  and b e s id e s  th e y  have to  be 
e x p la in e d .  ( I f  in s p e c te d  c l o s e l y ,  th e y  u s u a l ly  tu r n  o u t to  be 
a b o u t me I n s te a d  o f  dem on, anyhow .) You s e e ,  B la c k o u t was a b la c k  
c a t ,  and a t  th e  4.ime I  had a b la c k  m o u s ta c h e , and i t  was r e a l l y  
o n ly  th e  m oustache  w hich  BeLh c a l l e d  B la c k o u t ,  n o t  a l l  o f  m e . . . .  
You se e  whet I  mean?

At th e  tim e  o f  dem on’s f i r s t  m a r r i a g e ,  w hich  took  p la c e  d u r ­
in g  th e  b ig g e s t  b l i z z a r d  New York CiLy had had s in c e  um pteen y e a r s  
b e f o r e ,  V i r g in ia  and I  had a seven -room  h o u se  on S te te n  I s l a n d .  
S in c e  b o th  demon and 1 were f r e e - l a n c i n g  t h a t  y e a r ,  be and Trudy 
moved in  w ith  u s ;  th e r e  woe p le n ty  o f  ro o m , and we th o u g h t i t  
m ig h t be c h e a p e r  f o r  b o th  o f  u s .  F or some Lim e, demon and I 
sh c re d  the  same w o rk in g  q u a r t e r s ;  ou r w o rk in g  h a b i t s  were a b o u t 
th e  acme ( o u t  o f  bed fit th e  c ra c k  o f  n o o n , s lo p  a round  In  ro b e s  
w a i t in g  f o r  th e  a f te r n o o n  m a i l ,  g iv e  up  a l l  p r e te n s e  o f  g e t t i n g
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(G re a t  Moments — 2) 

a n y th in g  done b e fo re  d i n n e r ,  and th e n  ru n  th e  t y p e w r i t e r  l i k e  fu ry  
from  0 :0 0  p .m . u n t i l  two o r  th r e e  in  th e  m o rn in g ) , We had a l s o  
done th r e e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  up  to  t h a t  t im e , and e x p e c te d  t h a t  w ith  
t h i s  a rra n g e m e n t we would d o  q u i t e  a few m ore- (We d id  tw o .)

F o r a w h ile  t h i a  worked l i k e  c r a z y .  F or one t h i n g ,  th e  w ives 
g o t i n t o  a k in d  o f  c o o k in g  c o m p e ti t io n  w i th  e a c h  o t h e r ,  so damon 
and I  a t e  l i k e  k in g s  ( and p i g s ) ,  I  d o n 't  th in k  e i t h e r  o f  th e  women 
was e v e r  d e c l a r e d  th e  fo rm a l w in n e r , b u t I  do  know t h a t  T rudy a l ­
m ost d id  f o r  me. She cooked German s t y l e ,  th e  s a u e r b r a tc n  and 
p o ta to -d u m p lln g a  k in d  o f  m e a l, and a f t e r  one o f  th e s e  I co u ld  j u s t  
b a r e ly  s t a g g e r  to  th e  couch and l i e  down. The n i g h t s  T rudy cooked , 
I  som etim es d i d n ’ t  g e t  to  th e  t y p e w r i t e r  b e f o r e  m id n ig h t ; i t  was 
a l l  I  co u ld  do to  b r e a t h e .  B o th  damon and I  were t h i n  and s k e l e t a l  
a t ' t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h i s  c o n t e s t ;  b e fo re  i t  was o v e r ,  you co u ld  have 
prodded  a tw o - in c h  d e n t  i n t o  any p a r t  o f  e i t h e r  o f  u s .

Of c o u r s e ,  I t  w a s n 't  e x a c t ly  a s  c h e a p  a l i f e  a s  wo'd th o u g h t 
i t  would b e . B e s id e s ,  wc a l l  d e v e lo p ed  a p n s s lo n  f o r  M onopoly, 
w h ich  k in d  o f  c u t  i n t o  th e  w r i t i n g  h o u r s .  The a rra n g e m e n t f i n a l l y  
b roke  up  a f t e r  an  ungod ly  ru n  o f  had lu c k :, damon had m e n in g i t i s ,  
T rudy had a p p e n d i c i t i s ,  o u r  f i r s t  c h i ld  d i e d ;  demon to o k  to  c a l l i n g  
th e  house "Klnsma C o rn e rs " .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  th e  K n ig h ts  were g e t t i n g  
t i r e d  o f  l i v i n g  in  what am ounted to  one room . They l o f t ,  a f t e r  
b e in g  w ith  u s  a b o u t a  y e a r ,  and soon a f t e r  t h a t  we so ld  th e  h o u se .

Maybe somebody l a  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th o s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .  “No 
W in te r , No Summer", " T ig e r  A ldo ’' ,  and "Tho W eakness o f  BV0G“ wore 
a l l  w r i t t e n  In  th e  same way; th e y  wore s t o r i e s  on w hich  daman had 
g o t te n  a  good s t a r t ,  w r i t t e n  h im s e l f  i n t o  a c o r n e r ,  and g iv e n  up 
f o r  th e  tim e  b e in g .  On th e  f i r s t  o n e , he a l s o  had th e  e n d in g  in  
m ind , b u t c o u ld n ’ t  see  how t o  g e t  t o  i t ;  on  th e  s e c o n d , he had an  
e n d in g  he d i d n ’ t  l i k e ;  th e  t h i r d  stum ped him  c o m p le te ly . I  su g ­
g e s te d  t h a t  I  t r y  to  ta k e  a  c ra c k  a t  f i n i s h i n g  thorn, and he a g re e d . 
'’Tho S e c r e t  P e o p le "  happened th e  o th e r  way a ro u n d : I  hod a s t a r t  
on th e  y a rn - - a b o u t  a q u a r t e r  o f  th e  f i n i s h e d  s t o r y —and d i d n ’t  know 
where to  go from  t h e r e ;  damon f i n i s h e d  t h a t  o n e , w h ile  we were 
l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  w ith o u t any f u r t h e r  work on my p a r t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  
a b o u t an  h o u r 's  c o n v e r s a t io n  a b o u t dam on' s n o t io n  o f  1 n e u t r in o  l i e s  1 . 
" T ig e r  R id e "  was a l s o  w r i t t e n  on S t a t e n  I s l a r ^ .  The one y a rn  
w hich  damon and I  r e a l l y  w ro te  w o rk in g  s id e  by s i d e ,  p a ra g ra p h  by 
p a ra g ra p h , was aim ed a t  PLANET STORIES and f a i l e d  to  go th e r e  ev en  
a f t e r  th r e e  r e w r i t e s ;  i t  i s  so  th o ro u g h ly  and a w fu lly  a PLANET 
s to r y  t n r t  H arry  A l t s h u l e r ,  d am o n 's  c u r r e n t  a g e n t ;  won’ t  oven  g iv e  
i t  back  to  us f o r  f o n r  wo m igh t o f f e r  i t  sonic where e l s e  and r u in  
ou r r e p u t a t i o n s  f o r e v e r -

A f t e r  d^mon moved to  C a n a d e n s is , P a . ,  and I  to  M i l f o r d ,  I  
su g g e s te d  t h a t  we t r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  a g a in ,  and see  w h e th e r o r  n o t 
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(G re a t  Moments - -  3)

we co u ld  tu r n  "The W eakness o f  RVOG" i n t o  a n o v e l ,  w r i t i n g  a l t e r ­
n a te  c h a p t e r s .  As i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  ou r a p p ro a c h e s  had d iv e rg e d  to o  
much in  th e  i n t e r v e n in g  y e a r s  to  make t h a t  p o s s i b l e ;  we had th e  
m a n u s c r ip t  a b o u t h a l f  w r i t t e n  b e fo re  i t  became e v id e n t  t h a t  damon 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  th e  d i r e c t i o n  in  w hich  I  w an ted  to  toko  i t .  He th o u g h t 
we ough t to  b a c k t r a c k  to  somewhere a ro u n d  C h a p te r  Throe and s t e r t  
o v e r a g a in  from  t h e r e ,  and he d i d n ’ t  have th e  tim e  f o r  i t ;  he was 
busy w r i t i n g  " H o l l ’s P av em en t" . So he tu r n e d  th e  p r o j e c t  o v e r to  
mo, to  ta k e  i t  where I  w ould.

Though I  f i r s t  mot demon when he was a b o u t f i f t e e n  (and  so 
was I ) ,  I c a n ’ t  say  oven  now t h a t  I  know h im  w e l l ;  he i s  n o t th e  
k in d  o f  man who g u sh es  c o n f id e n c e s .  But I  have some im p re s s io n s  
t h a t  I  th in k  a ro  m e d iu m - r e l ia b le .  F or o n e , damon scorns to  me to  
love  th e  t r u t h  more th a n  anybody e l s e  I  know ; i t  seem s a p o in t  o f 
h o n o r to  him to  w eigh  h i s  o p in io n s  and th e n  t e l l  you e x a c t ly  what 
th e y  a r e ,  and damn th e  to r p e d o e s .  I  th in k  t h i s  i s  e v id e n t  in  h i s  
c r i t i c i s m ,  b u t  i t ’ s a l s o  t r u e  in  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  th o u g h  
I have th e  im p re s s io n  t h a t  th e  som otlines b r u t a l  f r a n k n e s s  o f  e a r ­
l i e r  y e a r s  h a s  l a t e l y  m odera ted  a l i t t l e .  He la u g h s  e a s i l y  and 
o f t e n ;  th e  m ost m inu te  i n c o n g r u i t i e s  t i c k l e  him . L ike many w r i­
t e r s ,  he i s  an  i n t e l l e c t u a l  sn o b , b u t f o o l s  amuse r a t h e r  th a n  
o u tra g e  h im , w hich  makes i t  e a sy  f o r  a lm o s t  anybody t o  g e t  a lo n g  
w i th  h im . D u rin g  one p e r io d  when V i r g i n i a  and I  wore down to  our 
l a s t  p e n n ie s ,  he s e n t  us h i s  l a t e s t  s to r y  ch o ck , th o u g h  h i s  s i t u ­
a t i o n  was n e a r ly  ns bad a s  m in e , b e c a u se  ho c o u ld n ’ t  b e a r  to  th in k  
t h a t  I  m igh t bo d o in g  w ith o u t b e e r .  He w o n 't  k i l l  a n y th in g ,  n o t 
ev en  v e rm in , and th e  day a n  opossum  came t o  l i v e  u n d e r h i s  f r o n t  
p o rch  you would have th o u g h t h e 'd  been  g iv e n  th e  N obel P r i z e .  Ho 
w an ts to  own a c o p r o l i t h ,  n o t to  u so  a s  a  p a p e rw e ig h t o r f o r  any 
o th e r  p r a c t i c a l  p u rp o s e , b u t j u s t  to  be a b le  to  say he owns one. 
L a te ly  he h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  he I s  a  p o e t ,  w hich  seem s to  i n t o x i ­
c a te  h im ; i t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  heady d is c o v e r y  f o r  anybody to  make 
a b o u t h im s e l f ;  I  th in k  he i s  a  good o n e , t o o .  ( V i r g i n i a ,  a p o e t 
h e r s e l f ,  a g r e e s . )

I  c a n ' t  pu t th e s e  Im p re s s io n s  i n t o  any  b e t t e r  o rd e r  th a n  
t h i s  b e c a u se  damon i s  a  com plex p e rs o n  and I  w o u ld n 't  know which 
o f  h i s  c o m p le x i t ie s  to  s t r e s s  above th e  o t h e r s .  F or a l l  I  know, 
th e  c o p r o l i t h  may be more im p o r ta n t  th a n  th e  k in d n e s s ,  th o u g h  I  
d o u b t i t .  Aa a w r i t e r ,  I  t h in k  ho i s  one o f  th e  to p  to n  i n  s c i ­
ence  f i c t i o n ,  aid one o f  th e  th r e e  o r  f o u r  m ost th o ro u g h  c r a f t s ­
men th e  f i e l d  h a s ;  n s  a f r i e n d ,  h e ’s one o f  th e  b e s t .

9 — Ja n e s  B l is h



dk. HIS NAME GOES 
ECHOING

. ALONG

Laura Cohen

" I t ’ s g o in g  to  be a  boy and wo o re  g o in g  to  name h ie  Damon, 
th e  f a t h e r - t o - b e  s a i d .  He had le a r n e d  c. few h o u rs  b e fo re  t h a t  a 
baby was on  r o u t e .  I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  t h i s  scene  to o k  p la c e  some 
30-odd  y e a r s  ago  in  E u g en e , O regon. B ut i t  d id  ta k e  p la c e  in  Now 
York C ity  in  1952. N a t u r a l l y ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  th o  p ro p e r  c o u rse  o f  
a c t i o n  p o in te d  o u t t o  so  c l e a r l y ,  I ,  a s  th e  m o th e r , had to  f o l  
low th ro u g h , and s o , e v e n t u a l l y ,  Damon C h e s te r  Law rence Cohen was 
b o rn .

T oday, th r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  I  c a n ’ t  h o n e s t ly  say  t h a t  Damon 
Cohen i s  n t  a l l  l i k e  dam on k n ig h t  in  b e h a v io r ,  a p p e a ra n c e  o r  any 
o th e r  r e s p e c t .  A p p a re n tly  th e  name i t s e l f  c a r r i e d  no in f lu e n c e .

But I  l i k e  th e  name, n o t  on ly  b e c a u se  i t  i s  a  n ic e  o n e , b u t 
b ecau se  I  f in d  p le a s u r e  in  t e l l i n g  p e o p le  Damon was named a f t e r  
damon.

Sotx?how you knew t h a t  one o f  th e  d a n g e r s  o f  nam ing your 
c h i ld  a f t e r  sotjeone e l s e  — th e  l i k e l ih o o d  t h a t  th e  o r i g i n a l  w i l l  
su d d e n ly  t u r n  I n  a  d i r e c t i o n  you c a n ’ t  a p p ro v e ,  t h a t  one day you 
w i l l  f in d  your son  b e a r s  th e  name o f  an  e m in e n t r a p i s t ,  f o r  oxam- 
p l e - ^ t h i s  d a n g e r  j u s t  d o e s n 't  e x i s t ,  demon k n ig h t  w i l l  go on 
b e in g  demon k n ig h t  th e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  an d  y o u ' l l  a lw ay s ba g la d  
h e ’s a f r i e n d  o f  y o u r s .  _ „J L aura  Cohen 

“T hat a c c o u n ts  f o r  h i s  g re a t -  s i z e  1 “

GD
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■ L a r r y Shaw
i

k n ig h t  i s  a m u l t i - t a l e n t e d  c an  — to  su c h  an  e x t a n t  t h a t  
i t  would have ta k e n  a ouch  a c re  p e r c e p t iv e  p a rs o n  th a n  m y so lf  to  
p i c k , ns l a t e  a s  s i x  s o a r s  a g o , th e  s in g le  s k i l l  t h a t  was g o in g  to  
dom ina te  h i s  e a r n e r .  (And ev en  now, i t  w ould n o t  s u r p r i s e  mo com­
p l e t e l y  i f  ho su d d e n ly  s to p p e d  w r i t i n g  and to o k  u p , s a y ,  s c u l p t i n g  
and made a s p le n d id  s u c c e s s  o f  i t . )  S t i l l ,  i t  i s  o b v io u s ly  n o t 
e n t i r e l y  a n  a c c id e n t  t h a t  ho became a w r i t e r .  I ’d g u e ss  t h a t  ha 
made a c o n s c io u s  and c a r e f u l  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  th e  tim e  WORLDS BEYOND 
f o l d e d ; I c e r t a i n  ho to o k  f i r e  in  n way t h a t  was a d e l i g h t  to  soe 
ju s t  a b o u t th e n  and has been  b l a z in g  w ith  c h ee ry  warmth e v e r  s i n c e .  
(My one r e g r o t  i s  t h a t  he hns n e v e r  a c h ie v e d  th e  h ig h  p ro d u c t io n  
t h a t  I ,  n s h i s  f a i t h f u l  fa p  and a s  n p r o f e s s i o n a l  e d i t o r ,  would 
l i k e  to  soe from  h im .)

Demon may have had o b sc u re  and p ro fo u n d  r e a s o n s  f o r  p ic k in g  
th e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o b a b i l i t y - l i n e  ha i s  now l i v i n g  o n , b u t I th in k  
two o f  th e  r e a s o n s  a re  o b v io u s :  by w r i t i n g ,  h j  can  say  th e  th in g s  
he t h in k s  a r c  im p o r ta n t  to  th e  w id e s t  p o s s ib l e  a u d ie n c e  (and I  do 
q g t  mean to  im ply t h a t  b? w ants to  p re a c h )  ; a n d , a t  th e  same t i n e ,  
have a l o t  o f  fun  by p la y in g  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  Jokos on th e  w o rld ,

By no m eans n i l  o f  d am o n 's  work has been  hum orous, o f  c o u r s e ,  
and some o f  i t  has been  v e ry  g rim  in d e e d . B u t e v e ry  s in g le  word he 
h a s  e v e r  p u t i n t o  p r i n t ,  i t  seem s to  0 2 , h a s  b een  l ig h te n e d  and 
e n l ig h te n e d  by h i s  a d m ira b le  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  i r o n y ,  h i s  w ise w i t ,  
and h i s  c h e e r f u l  good w i l l .

I n  any c a s e ,  i t  i s  h i s  lo v e  o f  p r i v a t e  jo k e s  I  want to  con ­
c e n t r a t e  on a t  th e  m o tu n t. S e v e ra l  o f  h i s  s t o r i e s  f u r n i s h  e x a m p le s . 
Som etim es th e  joke  i s  one danon can sh a re  w ith  s c i e n c e - f i c t i o n  f a n ­
dom a s  a w h o le , soma tim e  3 on ly  one o th e r  p e r s o n  in  th e  whole wide 
w orld  w i l l  d ig  i t j  b u t i t  i s  a r a r e  t h in g  f o r  a  s to r y  o f  h i s  n o t 
t o  c o n ta in  a t  l e a s t  o n e . (And, I sh o u ld  p ro b a b ly  p o in t  o u t ,  th e  
s to r y  i t s e l f  n e v e r  s u f f e r s  b ecau se  o f  th e  p re se n c e  o f  th e  jo k e .)



(B e fo re h a n d  — 2)

Take "A L ik e ly  S to r y 11 i n  th e  second  i s s u e  o f  INFINITY. I  
choose  t h i s  n o t ( w e l l ,  on ly  p a r t l y ,  th e n )  b ecau se  I  p r in te d  i t ,  
b u t  b e c a u se  i t  i s  th e  z ic s t r e c e n t  o x a u p le  I  know o f  end  one o f  th e  
m ost c l e a r - c u t*  I n  t h i s  s t o r y ,  in  c a se  you  h a v e n 't  ro a d  i t ,  d n o o n ’s 
f r i e n d s  and a c q u a in ta n c e s  a re  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ]  th e  n a r r a t o r - - o b v i o u s -  
ly  daoon  h i c s c l f —a t t e n d s  a e je c t in g  o f  th e  ”K sduoa“ (H ydra ) C lub 
w hich  someone ( th e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  p r e c i s e ly  who i s  made I n  s t r i c t  
a c c o rd  w i th  th e  b e s t  d e t e c t i v e - s t o r y  t e c h n iq u e s )  i s  t u r n in g  i n t o  a 
com p le te  sho iab lcs th ro u g h  th e  use- o f  a  new l y - d i s  cove re d  s c i e n c e - 
f i c t i o n a l  g a d g e t .  Sot*? o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  n e r e ly  named* th e  
m a jo r ones n re  d e s c r ib e d  w i th  i n c r e d ib l e  a c c u ra c y  in  a  r a z o r - s h a r p  
p h ra se  o r  tw o.

A number o f  p e o p le  have a sk ed  me w hat c e l e b r i t i e s  ware lu r k in g  
b eh in d  w h ich  names* So, in  case  y o u ’ve t r i e d  to  f ig u r e  o u t 
u n p r e d ic ta b le  A sso rtm e n t o f  puna and anag ram s y o u r s e l f  (end  j u s t  
b ecau se  I  f u e l  l i k e  g e t t i n g  t h i s  i n t o  p r i n t  som ew here), l i r a ' s  th e  
c o u p le  to  c a s t :

Rod P fe h l  
Too Q. Jo n e s  

O Punchy C a r ro l
L e ig h  MccKann 

D orraneG  C anning  
A rt G erynborgon 
B i l l  P la s s  
Aso A k lo lso v  
Ned B urgeon 
L . Vague Duchamp 
B* U. J a d r y s  
L a rry  Bagsby 
Rny A lv r r e z  
H. Drone P f e i f f e r  
W ill  K u b n tlu a  
Don W. G am ble, J r .  
H orty  P la a s  
J e r r y  Thaw 
P re a c h e r  F l a t t  
Kosno Somwitz 
Don B ie rc e  
B alm er
Phog R e la p se  
W erner K ley

L n rry  Shaw 
F l e t c h e r  P r a t t  
San M oskow itz 
John  P ie r c e  
Palm er 
Rog P h i l l i p s  
W illy  Loy 

F red  B a lo 3t e r  A lf re d  B e s te r
M, C. (H o tfo o t)  B u rn c lo th  C. M, (H o tfo o t)  K o rn b lu th  
Ham J i b l e s s  Jam es B l l s h

F red  P o h l 
G eorge 0* S m ith  
Judy M e r r i l  
Kr.y Mac Lean 
L au ren ce  M anning 
M arty G re e n b e rg  
P h i l  K In ss  
I s a a c  Asimov 
Ted S tu rg e o n  
L. S p rag u e  De Camp 
A* J* B u d ry s 
J e r r y  B ixby  
L u s te r  d e l  Roy 
H. Beam P i  pur 
W a lte r  K u b i l iu s  
John  W* C am pbell, J r .

M orty K la s s
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(Be fe re h a n d  — 3) 

. . . p l u s  a  u b iq u i to u s  fa n  known a s  H arry  Som ebody; many p e o p le  have 
ta k e n  th e  m odel f o r  him to  ba H a r la n  E l l i s o n ,  b u t I ’m su re  i t  was 
a c t u a l l y  Joe  Fann t h a t  dncion had in  m ind.

( I  h o n e s t ly  d o n ’ t  know j u s t  how J o y c e a n  damon was b e in g  in  
soco o f  th e s e  c a s e s .  Haw J i b l e s s  i s  a  lo v e ly  anagram  o f  James 
B l l s h ,  b u t i t  cou ld  be oven  more th a n  t h a t ;  Ham B ro o k s , in  th e  o ld  
Doc Savage s t o r i e s ,  was a  d a p p e r  c h a r a c t e r  who c a r r i e d  a  sw o rd -c a n e ; 
Jarnos B l l s h  i s  a d a p p e r  c h a r a c t e r  who u se d  t o  c a r ry  an  u a b r e l l a -  
c e n c . )

No, I 'm  n o t g o in g  to  g iv e  away th e  i d e n t i t y  o f  th e  ’’v i l l a i n " ;  
t r y  to  f ig u r e  i t  o u i a s  you re a d  th e  s t o r y ,  i f  you h a v e n ’t  a l r e a d y .  
I t  can he done i f  y o u 'r e  s h a r p - - th o u g h  I ' l l  h o t you w o n 't  su c c e e d .

The p o in t  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  anyw ay, i s  t h a t  you j u s t  know, i f  you 
know dam on, how much fu n  he had w r i t i n g  th e  d a rn e d  th in g *  P e rs o n ­
a l l y ,  i t  w ou ldn ’ t  s u r p r i s e  tie i f  th e  s to r y  had s t a r t e d  w i th  one o f 
th o s e  o u tr a g e o u s ly  c le v e r  nam es, I  can  p i c t u r e  daman d ream in g  a lo n g  
o v e r some r o u t in e  t a s k ,  and su d d en ly  com ing a l l  a l e r t  w ith  a p le a s e d  
"Ho h o !"  a s  ’‘P re a c h e r  F l a t t , "  to  g ra b  from  th o  bag  a t  random , popped 
o u t o f  h i s  su b c o n sc io u s  i n t o  th e  h e re  and now. And I  can p i c tu r e  
him d ro p p in g  e v e r y th in g  e l s e  to  r u s h  to  th e  t y p e w r i t e r ,  ro u g h  o u t 
a  p l o t ,  end chu rn  o u t th e  s to r y  w ith  n o th in g  more th a n  t h a t  a s  a 
b e g in n in g .  I t  would be p e r f e c t l y  t y p i c a l - - a  number o f  h i s  s t o r i e s  
have had t h e i r  b e g in n in g s  i n  hum orous re m a rk s  by H elen  K n ig h t (who 
can b e ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a d e l i g h t f u l l y  w i t ty  g i r l ] .

Then th e r e  was "C abin  B o y / 1 a  f u l l - s i z e d  n o v e le t t e  based  from  
s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h  on c n  obscene  j i n g l o ’ ( I  s o m e tim e  wonder i f  Horace 
Gold h im s e l f  knew when he bough t th e  s t o r y ;  I 'm  su re  damon would be 
u p r o a r io u s ly  happy i f  he d i d n ’ t . )

I t  sh o u ld  be n e e d le s s  to  say  t h a t  t h i s  i s  on ly  one f a c e t  o f 
dam on’s w r i t i n g ,  and a  m inor one n t  t h a t  when you c o n s id e r  how many 
f a c e t s  th e r e  a r e - - b u t  I  f i n d  i t  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  o ne . And i t  f a s c i n ­
a t e s  me, to o ,  t h a t  dem on’s c a r e e r  ns a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  w r i t e r  began  
w i th  one o f  th e  m ost su p e rb  p ie c e s  o f  i r o n y  t h a t  ev en  a c o n n o is s e u r  
l i k e  h im s e l f  co u ld  p o s s ib ly  d e s i r e .

Damon’ s f i r s t  p r o f c s s i o n a l l y - p u b l i s h e d  s to r y  was named 
" R e s i l i e n c e ” and a p p e a re d  in  th e  F e b ru a ry  19^1 i s s u e  o f  STIRRING 
SCIENCE STORIES. I t  was on ly  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a  page lo n g , a s  I  r e ­
member i t ,  and i t  I s  p ro b a b le  t h a t  daaon  r e c e iv e d  no payment f o r  
i t  w h a te v e r . I t  was n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s  p o l i s h e d  a s  h i s  c u r r e n t  
w ork , b u t i t  la c k e d  n o th in g  in  c le v e r n e s s .
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(B e fo re h an d  -4*)

I t  c o n ce rn ed  an  in v a s io n  o f  E a r th  by a  r a c e  o f  l i t t l e  p eo p le  
- - r o u g h ly  a f o o t  h ig h ,  i f  I  r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y ,  and  c e r t a i n l y  no more 
th a n  two f e e t .  They had no re m a rk a b le  w eapons th e m s e lv e s ,  b u t th e y  
had one re m a rk a b le  p r o p e r ty :  th e y  were r e s i l i e n t  t o  th e  n th  d e g r e e .  
When you h i t  them , no  m a t te r  how h a rd  end no m a t te r  what w i th ,  th ey  
m ere ly  b o u n c ed . T h is  a lo n e  made them  unde r e n t a b l e .

I n  th o  o p e n in g  p a ra g ra p h s  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  t h e n ,  a gu ide  was 
show ing  a bunch  o f  t o u r i s t s  a h i s t o r i c a l  m a rk e r  o r  so m e th in g  o f 
th ?  s o r t ,  end  s a y in g :  -T h is  i s  whore th ?  b r i t t l e  p e o p le  made t h e i r  
l a s t  s t a n d . T h e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  m ost o f  w hich was t o l d  in  
a  f la s h b a c k  to  th e  o p e n in g  S tsgo  a o f  th e  w a r , w as: -And th e  l i t t l e  
men J u s t  k e p t  on m a rc h in g ."

C u te?  S u re . E x cep t t h a t  when i t  a p p e a re d  in  p r i n t ,  i t  draw 
a com p le te  b la n k ;  nobody g o t i t  a t  a l l .  B e c a u s e , you s e o ,  n t  th e  
l a s t  p o s s ib le  moment some o v o r - z e a lo u s  and n o t - v e r y - b r i g h t  p r i n t e r  
- - a  pawn p e rh a p s  i n  th e  hands o f  an  o m n ip o te n t c h e s s - p la y e r  whoso 
se n se  o f  i ro n y  m atched  dam an’s own— chnn^?d  thu  c r u c i a l  word in  
t h a t  f i r s t  q u o t a t i o n ,  so  t h a t  i t  re n d  " l i t t l e 11 i n s t e a d  o f  " b r i t t l e " !

I t  i s  a t r i b u t e  to  dem on 's  own r e s i l i e n c e  t h a t  he re c o v e re d  
from  th ?  blow and went on to  become a w r i t e r  in  s p i t e  o f  I t .

- -  L a rry  T . Shaw

rtV eg |  V i r g i n i a » t h e r e  i s  a I ^ r r y  Shaw!"
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DAMON KNIGHT (HE’a a  f a n  I  know) h a s  one p o c u l ia r l ty - - a m o n g  
many. HE h a te s  to  have HIS name s p o i le d  i n  u p p e r and lo v e r  c a s e .

A lth o u g h  I am th e  m ost n o to r io u s  n o n - fa n  in  th e  w o rld , I  
have a t te n d e d  more b l a s t e d  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  c o n v e n t io n s  th a n  most 
r e a l  f a n s .  I t  wes a t  one su c h  b raw l ( th e  C o n v e n tio n ) t h a t  I  
r e c e iv e d  th e  w o rs t sh o ck  o f  my e n t i r e  fa n  e x p e r ie n c e ,

x o r  m o n th s , e v e r  s in c e  we had g o t te n  DAMON’S l e t t e r  in fo rm in g  
us t h a t  HE wr.s com ing t o  Nev Y o rk , a  bunch o f  th e  f a n s  (and  me) had 
■spent many u s e l e s s  h o u rs  s o e c u l a t i n a  a b o u t  w hat HE m ust be l lk u -

When uc f i n a l l y  saw HIM a t  th e  S h ir le y -S a v o y  i n  D en v er, HE 
tu rn e d  o u t t o  bo beyond o u r w i ld e s t  s p e c u la t io n s *

I  was s t a n d in g  b e s id e  th e  s ta g e  i n  t t e  m ain h a l l ,  m orn ing - 
a f t c r i n g  w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th a  P u tu r la n s  when I  happened to  soe 
th e  d o o r open a t  th e  o th e r  end o f  th e  h a l l .  A huge head su p p o r te d  
by a  t h i n ,  r e a d y ,  neck  A ppeared  in  th e  a p e r t u r e .  I t  was capped by 
a  t h i c k ,  b lo n d  pom padour, below w hich  was a lo n g , t h i n ,  n e e d le ­
l i k e  n o s e .  Midway down t h i s  p r o t r u s io n  p e rc h e d  a p a i r  o f  d a rk  
h o r n r ic i s .

As I  w a tch e d , b u g -ey ed  (and  s h e a r in g  o f f  l i q u o r ) ,  tho  d o e r  
opened w id e r ,  and th e  a p p a r i t i o n  e n te r e d  th e  h a l l .  Up th s  g raded  
f l o o r  i t  cam e, in  a p e c u l i a r  b o u n c in g  s t r i d e ,  p a n ts  c u f f s  r i s i n g  
t o  tb 2  m id c a lf  a t  e v e ry  s t e p ,  fo llo w e d  c lo s e  b e h in d  by tw o q u i te  
no rm al lo o k in g  a d u l t s ,  T h e s e , wo le a r n e d  l a t e r ,  were p a r e n t s .

G a sp in g , I  g ra sp e d  M ic h e l’ s  a r c  ( th e  one t h a t  l a t e r  became 
o s t e o m y c l i t i f i a d )  and c ro a k e d :  " C h r i s t J  L o o k , t h a t  m ust bo DAMON 
KNIGHT’ "

" U lk ,"  s a id  Jo h n n y , n o n c o m l ta l ly .

As th e  a p p a r i t i o n  came u p , I  a d v an c ed  to  m eet i t *  ‘Y ou’re  
DAMON KNIGHT, a r e n ’ t  you?" I  sq u e a k e d , e x te n d in g  my h and .
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( th r o u g h  h i s t o r y  w ith  DAMON KNIGHT - -  2)

"YU E ,"  come th e  v o ic e  from  sooow hero w i th in  th e  f a r t h e r  
r e a c h e s  o f  i t s  e so p h a g u s .

I  c la s p e d  th e  l im p , clammy h r  nd and s a i d ;  "L et no In t ro d u c e  
you t o  th e  g r e a t  W e llh e im .”

B ehind  HIM, th e  p a r e n t s  s to o d ,  q u i e t l y  beam ing .

From t h a t  day  to  t h i s ,  I  have n e v e r  scon  a more t y p i c a l -  
lo o k in g  s c i e n c e - f i c t i o n  f a n .

C h e s te r  Cohen

" A r g o r

111 g o t m ost o f  my Id e a s  In  an  abandoned  T u rk is h  b a th  in  
B ro o k ly n ,” s ^ id  K n ig h t , f l i c k i n g  th e  a s h  from  h i s  c ig a r  c a r e l e s s l y  
i n t o  h i s  g rey  P e r s i a n ,  “ I  b e l ie v e  n o th in g  so  re s e m b le s  th e  f i s -  
s i o n n t in g  cham ber o f  e space  s h ip  a s  th e  a w fu l  e m p tin e s s  o f  th e  
steam  room s in  t h i s  c 3 ta b l i s h m e n t - - s o  d a r k ,  so  f u l l  o f  n o z z l e s . . . 1'

K n ig h t was b o rn ,  tw e n ty - f o u r  y e a r s  a g o ,  in  a h o v e l on th e  
o u t s k i r t s  o f  H i l l  C i ty ,  K a n sa s , He d o c s  n o t  rem em ber h i s  m o th e r , 
e x c e p t  when he n e ed s  m oney. I n  a lo n g  and crow ded c a r e e r ,  he h as  
bean  s t e v e d o r e ,  go ld  t i l n u r ,  u n d e r t a k e r ,  l i g h t n i n g - r o d  i n s p e c t o r ,  
d e p a r tm e n t s t o r e  e x e c u t i v e ,  s n i p e r ,  shoe s a l e s w in ,  zoo in m a te , 
c o n f i d e n t i a l  s e c r e t a r y ,  coke s a c k e r ,  r a t  f a r m e r ,  ond d e e p -s e a  
d i v e r - - h u t  he has n e v e r  been  o w r i t e r .

1II  happen  to  own f i f t y  m i l l i o n  m onkeys,"  he e x p la in s  c a s ­
u a l l y

damon k n ig h t  

(e x c a rp e d  from
PS*s F e a tu re  F la s h
PLANET STORIES, 
Summer I9U8)
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E a r ly  in  S e p tem b er, 19U4, damon k n ig h t  and I  a t te n d e d  th e  
B u f f a lo c o n - - th e  f i r s t  o n e , a t  w hich  Ken K re u g e r  was h o s t .  We s p e n t  
p a r t  o f  th e  tim e  h a p p i ly  d r i n k in g  D al C o g e r ’s l i q u o r .

E a r ly  In  S e p tem b er, 1955, damon k n ig h t  and I  a t te n d e d  th e  
1 3 th  W orld S c ie n c e - F ic t io n  C o n v en tio n  in  C le v e la n d , O hio , We s p e n t  
p a r t  o f  Che tim e  h a p p i ly  d r i n k in g  D al C o g e r’s l i q u o r .

E ach  e v e n t  m arked th e  end  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  e r a  in  my l i f e ,  and 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a b e t t e r  o n e . B ut s in c e  t h i s  i s  supposed  t o  be 
a b o u t damon and n o t me, I  won’ t  go i n t o  th e  d e t a i l s .  S t i l l ,  you 
can  se e  how im p o r ta n t  demon i s :  e r a s  j u s t  c a n ’ t  end w ith o u t  him .

The B u f fa lo c c n  w as, i n  a  s e n s e ,  my f i r s t  m e e tin g  w ith  damon. 
A c t u a l ly ,  we f i r s t  saw e a c h  o t h e r ,  were i n t r o d u c e d ,  and exchanged  
some w ords much e a r l i e r ,  a t  a m e e tin g  o f  t t e  S T F orum --the  s c i e n c e -  
f i c t i o n ,  chowder and m arc h in g  s o c ie ty  o f  New York C ity  a t  th e  tim e 
— h e ld  in  J u l i u s  U n g e r’s B ro o k ly n  a p a r tm e n t  on Ja n u a ry  3 1 , 19^3* I  
know th e  d a te  b ecau se  I  w ro te  a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  a f f a i r  f o r  J u l i e ' s  
l a t e  lam en ted  s c i e n c e - f i c t i o n  n e w sp a p e r, FANTASY FICTION FIELD, 
At th e  t im e , I  a l s o  a c q u i r e d  s e v e r a l  d ra w in g s  by damon in  my a u to ­
g rap h  book . T h is  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t ;  I  was a  y o k e l  n e o fa n  w h ile  damon 
had a l r e a d y  been  l i v i n g  i n  Naw Y ork f o r  more th a n  tw o y e a r s  and had 
no p a r t i c u l a r  p a t ie n c e  f o r  f a n n i s h  t h in g s  any m ore . I t  was n o t ,  
u n d e r th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  e x a c t l y  a c a se  o f  lo v e  a t  f i r s t  s i g h t .

The B u f fa lo c o n  was d i f f e r e n t .  W ollhelm  had p e rsu a d e d  damon 
to  g o , h u t k n ig h t  was v e ry  r e l u c t a n t  and d id  n o t e x p e c t  to  e n jo y  
h im s e l f .  I  jo in e d  D o n a ld , E l s i e  and damon on th e  t r a i n  a s  i t  
p a sse d  th ro u g h  S c h e n e c ta d y , and I  suppose  I  was s t i l l  a p r e t t y  
u n im p re s s iv e  s i g h t ;  I  was s t i l l  a g re e n  k i d ;  I  had been  w ork ing  
tw e lv e  h o u rs  a day f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  and I  had a bad c o ld .  Damon 
and I  s a t  t o g e t h e r .  At f i r s t  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  was d e s u l to r y  i n ­
d e e d . B ut a f t e r  a w h ile  damon warmed up  c o n s id e r a b ly ,  and by th e  
tim e  th e  weekend was over wo had become q u i t e  good f r i e n d s .
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As I  s a y ,  i t  waa en  im p o r ta n t  e v e n t  f o r  me, and t h i s  13 
u n d o u b te d ly  why s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  s ta n d  o u t  v e ry  c l e a r l y  In  toy 
memory. I dan r e c a l l  p e r f e c t l y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  th e  s tu n n e d  e x ­
p r e s s io n  on d em o n 's  fa c e  when Abby Lu A sh ley  came c h a r g in g  i n to  
th e  l i v i n g  room w here’ we M d s l e p t  th e  f i r s t  n ig h t  J u s t  a s  he was 
b e g in n in g  to  b u t to n  h i s  s h o r t s .  I  r e c a l l  w a lk in g  a round  in  th e  
r a i n  w i th  him w h ile  ha looked  f o r  n o n - e x i s t e n t  c i g a r e t t e s ;  I 
i n s i s t e d  i t  was r a i n i n g  s a l t  w a te r ,  w hich  he would have none o f ;  
he i n s i s t e d  on b u y in g  me a  b e e r ,  w hich  im p re s s e d  mo b e c a u se  I  
knew how b roke  ho w ^s. T here  was one n i g h t  when he and I  n e v e r  
d id  go to  b e d ;  we s p e n t  i t  m aking a b o r t i v e  a t te m p ts  to  w r i te  
hum orous c o n v e n tio n  r e p o r t s  end d i s c u s s i n g  my p ro b a b le  f u tu r e  
i n  New Y ork ; th e  fo l lo w in g  m o rn in g  we t r i e d  to  wake up  W alt 
L ie b s c h e r  by c ro o n in g  “L ie b s c h e r 's  f e e t  a t  in k  J ” a t  h im , b u t 
on ly  su c ce ed e d  in  a n n o y in g  him .

D a w n  was v e ry  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  I  lo o k  him up a s  soon a s  I  
g o t to  New York t o  s t a y ,  w hich  f l a t t e r e d  m e. A m onth o r  BO l a t e r ,  
I  to o k  him up on i t .

T h is  i s  th e  b e s t  p o in t  I  con  th in k  o f  to  d i g r e s s  n b i t  and 
t e l l  w M t I  know a b o u t th e  pra-How York dam on. He was b o rn ,  t o  
th e  b e s t  o f  my know le d  ©J , i n  E u g en e , O reg o n , grow up in  Hood 
R iv e r  and went t o  a r t  s c h o o l  i n  S a lem , b o th  in  th e  satfc? s t a t e .  
He w anted  to  bo a  c a r t o o n i s t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y - - f o r  a w h ile  a t  l e a s t  — 
a W alt D isn ey  em p lo y ee . H is f a t h e r  was a h ig h  s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l  
and r a n  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  m im eograph ing  s e r v i c e ;  da  mon c o u ld n ’ t  have 
been  more th a n  15 when M  i l l u s t r a t e d  a m im c o g ra p h e r’s m anual 
w r i t t e n  by h i s  f a t h e r ,  w hich  th e y  c o -o p e r a te d  i n  p u b l i s h in g .  I t  
was a b e a u t i f u l  Jo b . Dam on's c a r to o n  te c h n iq u e  was m arv e lo u s 
ev en  th e n ,  and th e  book c o n ta in d d  th e  b o a t m im eograph ing  I 'v e  
se en  in  my e n t i r e  c a r e e r .  ( L a te r  damon t r i e d  to  p e d d le  i t  to  
a p r o f e s s i o n a l  p u b l i s h e r  i n  New Y o rk , w i th o u t  s u c c e s s ;  t h i s  i s  
a g en u in e  sham e, b ecau se  I  know o f  a  l o t  o f  fa n s  who cou ld  make 
good u se  o f  th e  b o o k .)

I t  h a s  j u s t  t h i a  moment s t r u c k  me a s  odd t h a t  demon d i d n ’ t  
u se  th e  mimeo when ho p u b l is h e d  h i s  f a n z i n e ,  SNIDE. B ut ho 
d i d n ' t ;  he u sed  h e c to  and s i l k - s c r o o n ,  b o th  ve ry  e f f e c t i v e l y .  
SNIDE w as, i n  f a c t ,  one o f  th e  a l l - t i m e  c l a s s i c s  among f a n z in e s ,  
ev en  th o u g h  i t  o n ly  l a s t e d  two i s s u e s .  Among o th e r  t h i n g s .  I t  
c o n ta in e d  b e a r d m u t t c r in g s , w hich  damon in v e n te d .

A n o th e r  t h i n g  damon d id  d u r in g  h i s  a c t i f a n  p e r io d  was th e  
w r i t i n g  o f  a  l e t t e r  t o  A rt W idner, in  w h ich  ha su g g e s te d  t h a t  
ftindoni needed a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to  w hich  e v e ry  known fe n  co u ld
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b e lo n g . The l e t t e r  was p u b l is h e d ,  end became th e  s p a r k  t h a t  s e t  
o f f  th e  N a t io n a l  F e n tr s y  F fn  F e d e r a t io n .  I  m en tio n  t h i s  to  show 
t h a t  e v e n  ns p e r f e c t  a p e rs o n  a s  demon h a s  b l o t s  on h i s  r e c o r d .

Enmon th e  fa n  c o rre sp o n d e d  w ith  p e o p le  l i k e  B i l l  E v an s , 
B a rb a ra  Bovard and Jo h n  H o l l i s  M a so n --b u t m o s tly  w ith  members 
o f  th e  F u tu r i a n  S o c ie ty  o f  New Y ork . The u p sh o t o f  t h a t  was 
t h a t  damon cniao to  New York w i th  th e  F u tu r i a n s  d i r e c t  from  the  
D o n v o n tio n , in  1941. And by th e  time* I  p u l le d  i n  from  S ch en ec­
ta d y  ho a l r e a d y  a c te d  l i k e  a n a tu r a l - b o r n  Naw Y o rk e r.

C het C ohen’s a c c o u n t o f  h i s  m o o tin g  w ith  damon i s  u n d o u b t­
e d ly  a c c u r a t e ,  b u t i t  cay he m is le a d in g  f o r  th o se  who d o n ’ t  know 
th e  su b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y .  What happened was t h a t  d^mon l iv e d  w ith  
a n  odd a s s  o r  tux: n t  o f  F u tu r i r .n s  f o r  a w h ile  ( d u r in g  w hich  p o r ie d  
ho began th e  t y p i c a l  f i r s t  n o v e l  wo have  a l l  b e g u n ) , b u t soon 
p u l le d  o u t to  s e t  up a  s e p a r a te  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w ith  C ho t. When 
I  a r r i v e d ,  th e y  wore l i v i n g  i n  a n  a p a r tm e n t  on E a s t  1 7 th  S t r e e t  
w hich  th e y  c a l l e d  Nome. The p u rp o se  o f  th e  name ( i n  a d d i t i o n  to  
d e s c r i b i n g  th e  te m p e ra tu re  o f  th e  p la c e )  was t o  e n a b le  them  to  
s a y ,  when l e a v in g  a p a r t y ,  "We 'r o  g o in g  Nome now ." (They would 
e x p la in  t h i s  n t  th e  d ro p  o f  a t in t ,  b u t I  d o n ’ t  know w h e th e r th ey  
e v e r  A c tu a l ly  d id  i t  o r n o t . )

S t r a n g e r s  g e n e r a l l y ,  and fa n s  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  were n o t 
e x a c t l y  welcome a t  Noma, b u t damon i n v i t e d  me to  d ro p  in  o f t e n ,  
and a f t e r  Chat had come homa in  th e  wee h o u r s  a  coup le  o f  tim e s  
to  f in d  t h a t  I  had p a sse d  o u t in  h i s  b ed , he a c c e p te d  me, to o .  
A th r e e - c o r n e r e d  f r i e n d s h i p  sp ra n g  up  w h ich  shows e v e ry  i n d i ­
c a t io n  o f  r e m a in in g  a s  perm anen t a s  such  a  t h in g  can  p o s s ib ly  b e ;  
C het and I  se e  damon much to o  se ldom  th e s e  d a y s ,  b u t  ev e ry  tim e  
we m eet we s n e e r  a t  e a c h  o th e r  a s  j o y f u l l y  a s  o v e r .

Damon was w o rk in g  n s  a  s u b - e d i to r  a t  P o p u la r  P u b l i c a t io n s  
a t  th e  t im e , w hich  m eant h a rd  w ^ k ,  an o n y m ity  and a  low s a l a r y .  
I  went to  work f o r  a t r a d e  m agazine  c a l l e d  HAT LIFE, w hich  m eant 
( i n  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  same q u a l i f i c a t i o n s )  t h a t  I  had to  wear a h a t .  
A gag  was b o rn ;  e v e ry  tim e  I e n te r e d  Nome o f  an  e v e n in g , and e v e ry  
tim e  I  s a id  so m e th in g  o u t s ta n d in g ly  s t u p i d ,  damon o r  C h e t, o r  th e  
two in  c h o ru s ,  would b e llo w , "Throw your h n t  o u t th e  window, 
L o r ry ! "  T h is  worked o u t b e a u t i f u l l y  when somebody l i k e  Bob 
S tu d le y  o r  C h a r l ie  C o lco rd  w itn e s s e d  i t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , b e ­
cau se  I  i n v a r i a b ly  d id  throw  my h a t  o u t th e  window ( i t  lan d e d  on 
th e  f i r e  e sc a p e  o u t s i d e ,  where I co u ld  r e t r i e v e  i t  a t  my l e i s u r e ,  
b u t  Che o u t s i d e r s  d i d n ’ t  know t h a t ) .
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Damon and Chot wore s t i l l ,  t o c h n l e a i  1}*, F u tu r i a n s ,  and I ,  
t e c h n i c a l l y ,  bocrmo o n e , b u t th e  e n t i r e  g ro u p  g a t  t o o t h e r  on ly  
r a r e l y  and on ly  by a c c id e n t .  I l i v ' d  f o r  a w h ile  w ith  John  M ich e l 
dnmen and C het d ro p p ed  in  o c c a s io n a l ly  b u t  m o s tly  I  wont t o  t h e i r  
p la c e *  Our p l a c c - - S t a t l o r  X, on W est 4 th  S t r e e t " - w a s  supposed  to  
have h o s t ,  to o ,  b u t had v e ry  l i t t l e  th e  w in te r  I  was t h e r e ,  and 
da.mcn and Chet had the  t im e s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  on th e  days wo smashed 
up  th e  back  p o rch  and one c o m fo r ta b le  c h a i r  to  b u m  in  th e  
f i r e p l a c e .  And one f a b u lo u s  n ig h t  (when Johnny  w a s n 't  heme) damon 
caoe i n  d ru n k  a t  a b o u t  th r e e  in  th e  m o rn in g , d e te rm in e d  to  pu t o u t 
a o n e - s h o t .  T h is  was s u r p r i s i n g  b ecau se  demon h a s  hod l i t t l e  use 
f o r  am a teu r p u b l i s h in g  s in c e  h i s  SNIPE d a y s ,  t u t  lie w ro te  and 
I  r a n  o f f  a s i n g l e - s h o o t e r  c a l l e d  IT , w h ich  i s  p ro b a b ly  w erch  m i l ­
l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  a copy now.

T h in g s  l i k e  t h a t  l a s t .  V follhcim  and M ich e l d e c id e d
th e y  w anted t c  c u t o f f  a l l  t i e s  w ith  f o u r  o f  ou r F u t u r i m  f r i e n d s .  
Damon, C te t  and I  were d i s g u s t e d  and to o k  a  p u b l ic  s ta n d  w ith  th e  
o th e r  f o u r ,  and were sued by W o llh e iu  f o r  t h in g s  l i k e  d e fa m a tio n  
o f  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  r e s u l t .  ( I  s t i l l  t h in k  we a c te d  p r o p e r ly ,  and 
p e rh a p s  ev en  n o b ly , i f  n o t e s p e c i a l l y  b r i g h t l y . )  I t  was a m oder­
a t e l y  n e rv e -w ra c k in g  p e r io d  gen? r a l l y .  I  t o ld  M ich e l o f f ,  he to ld  
me o f f ,  and I  moved o u t - - i n t o  a p la c e  on He s t  1 7 th  S t r e e t .  NOCK: 
had grown d e f i n i t e l y  " n sa t  i s  f a c to r y  and I was l o n e l y ,  so  ro u g h ly  
s i x  m onths I n t e r  dem on, C het and I moved i n t o  a n o th e r  a p a r tm e n t 
t o g e t h e r . Wo had some f in e  t im e s ,  Damon p a in t e d ,  and many o f 
h i s  f r i e n d s  p a in te d  to o ,  j u s t  b ecau se  ho d i d .  But t h i s  d i d n ' t  
l a s t  lo n g  c i t h e r ;  Chet and I  sh ip p e d  o u t ,  Chet c o n tin u e d  t o  do 
so  w h ile  I  s t a r t e d  sp e n d in g  a l o t  o f  tim e in  S ch e n ec ta d y  a g a in ,  
and dacion g o t m a r r i e d .

T h is  has been  a d i f f i c u l t  p ie c e  o f  w r i t i n g  t o  b e g in ;  now 
i t  i s  g o in g  to  be d i f f i c u l t  t c  s to p —b u t  t im e ,  in  p a r t j c u l e r ,  i s  
r u n n in g  o u t .  L ike B l i s h ,  I  f in d  i t  e a sy  t o  go on t a l U n g  ab o u t 
dam cn, b u t  d i f f i c u l t  tc  t h in k  o f  t h in g s  t h a t  w i l l  d a r k l y  him a t  
a l l  to  p e o p le  who d o n 't  know him . Damon i s  a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  man.

Ho r_nd I  have s h a re d  a  l e t  o f  t h i n g s , and ho has ta u g h t  me 
a good d u a l  o f  what I  know a b o u t w r i t i n g  and  some o f  what I know 
a b o u t l i f e .

S t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g , he was n o t  a fa n  v e ry  lo n g ;  I  c a n 't  
a c c u r a t e ly  e v a lu a te  h i s  in f lu e n c e  on fandom  or v ic e  v e r s a .  I  do 
know t h a t  he has d e c id e d  hn l i k e s  s c i e n c e - f i c t i o n  c o n v e n t io n s , 
w h ich  i s  p re b n o ly  s i g n i f i c a n t - - h u t  I  d o n ' t  know o f  w h a t. G ener­
a l l y ,  I  th in k  B l i s h 'S  sum m ation i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  o n e , and I  am 
g r a t e f u l  to  him f o r  m aking i t .  A ls o , I  t h i n k  i t  p o s s ib le  t h a t  
demon i s  tlx? one g r e a t  m n  I  know. I  know no one I  l i k e  b e t t e r .

n  M — L a rry  T . Shaw



I f  t h i s h  had been  p r in te d  i n  r e d  in s te a d  o f  b l a c k ,  i t  would 
have been s i g n i f i c a n t  o f  th e  f a c t  t h a t  L a rry  T Shaw wss the  one 
■ho b le d  f o r  t h i a h ,  I n s te a d  o f  LaeH i n  whose v e in s  ru n s  th e  ghu 
o f  mimeo i n k .  B u t s in c e  t h i s h  came o u t  b la c k ,  I  g u e ss  t h a t  p ro v e s  
t h a t  Shew b le e d a  th e  same s t u f f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  a e s k e ra  a f t e r  th e  
E nchan ted  D u p l ic a to r  do .

He, more th a n  I ,  be  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h i c k .  He o b ta in e d  m oat 
o f  th e  m a t e r i e l ,  s t e n c i l l e d  what he o b ta in e d  and dashed  i t  o f f  t o  
me fo r  d u p l i c a t i n g .  And when the  w h ite  l a b e l  (heavy) p a p e r  *BS 
n o t  a v a i l a b l e  h e r e ,  he o b ta in e d  i t  i n  NY and s e n t  i t  h e re  fo r  n e .  
U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  due to  ru n n in g  a l a r g e r  e d i t i o n  th a n  o r i g i n a l l y  
p la n n e d , th e r e  was n o t  enough o f  i t ,  so some o f  th e s e  p a g e s  e re  on 
t h a t  same t  h in  s t u f f  a s  Fy #2.

The h e a d in g s  t h a t  a re  wood a re  by A Tom. T he  r e s t  by me.

SPECIAL NOTICE TO 1AN2INE LBTTEKHACE3.

>e p r e v io u s ly  announced t h a t  e v e ry  f i f t h  Fy would be g e n e ra l  
in  n a tu r e  and fe r  to r i  . l e t t e r s  o f  com m ent- T h is i s  n o t  s o . ”e 
have, d e c id e d  n o t  t o  ru n  e g e n e r a l  i s h .  Or l e t t e r s  o f  conm ent.

Someone to ld  ue  th*  t  » - i th o a t  a l e t t e r  colum n no one would 
ccmnent and g iv e  u s  eg o b o o . and we’d w i th e r  and d ie  from  F c k  o f  
I t .  ' e l l ,  (eh en g e  o v e r from  a c c id e n t a l  p l u r a l  to  c o n s c io u s  
s i n g u l a r )  I  f i g u r e  e l l  th e  im p o r ta n t  p e o p le ,  m oat o f  *hom I ’m 
i n  c o rre s p o n d e n c e  o f  some spasm odic  s o r t ,  w i l l  comment anyw ay, 
l e t t e r  colum n or n o t ,  and th e  th o u g h t f u l  p e o p le  who r e a l l y  e n jo y  
th* mag, and th e  f a n s  who d e s p is e  i t ,  w i l l  w r i t e .  O c c a s io n a l ly ,  
s t  l e a s t .  And e l l  comment w i l l  be  a p p r e c i a t e d ,  i f  n o t p u b l is h e d .

Oh y e s ,  one t o r e  t h in g ,  i f  you  w r i t e / r u n  re v ie w s  o f  f a n z in e s ,  
p le a s e  re v ie w  Fy A M  m e n tio n  t h a t  I n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  c an  have 
c o p ie s  i f  t h e y ’ l l  send a r e q u e s t  accom pan ied  by  r e t u r n  p o s ta g e .

And one o th e r  t h in g ,  * f t e r  th e  end o f  F e b ru a ry  1S56, I  w i l l  
be away from  Savannah and i t  may be  y e a r s  b e fo re  I  ^ e t  b e c k , i f  
e v e r ,  so  p l e a s e  d j n ’ t  sand any  m a i l  h e re  th e n .  A f te r  Feb 2 9 , you 
c au  w r i t e  o /o  h o y a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s  I n e ,  47 E a s t  4 4 th  S t .  NY 17 , NY, 
Mvich i s  n u t  my a d d r e s s ,  b u t  th e  a d d r e s s  o f  o a s t ,  e d . Shaw, who 
w i l l  fo rw a rd  c o r re s p o n d e n c e .

T hine,
LeeH
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