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Greek culture that when she touches on homosexuality, as she
occasionally does, it seems very natural. I am saving this book for the
¥mas holidays.

: Also given to me by the book review editor -- "it is out of date,
don't bother to review it" -- Greg Bear's Eternity. Listed as the sequel

to Eon, of which I happened to have a book-club edition. I dug out the
first book and read it over a period of a week in the late evenings. Eon
starts great and by the mid-point deteriorates to poor. I was comparing
it with Clarke's Rendezvous with Rama initially, but now shall not waste
time on the sequel. What went wrong? I am not sure, but the last portion
of the novel seems to be only fantasy. As I age, is my ability to
suspend disbelief atrophying?

Bought at the Roundtable Book Store -- "support your local
independent book store" -- Rice's The Queen of the Damned, the third
volume of the Vampire Chronicles. I had reviewed both Interview with the
Vampire and The Vampire Lestat and enjoyed them. Haven't had time to
review more than a few pages of this. [Note Dian Crayne's comments on
this one, above. --- GHS]

Strange that I enjoy Rice's books about vampires and do not
generally enjoy some other fantasies. Same reason that I only enjoy half
a dozen operas and not others. In the latter case, it is the operas with
great melodic arias, La Boheme, several of Mozart's, including The Magic
Flute, and one or two of Verdi's.

[I know what you mean -- I like Carmen, The Barber of Seville, Der
Rosenkavalier, Wagner's Ring, and all of J Strauss, Offenbach, and
Sullivan. --- GHS]

Item of medical news on the tube: A doctor in New York who has
about a hundred AIDS patients he is treating has a hypothesis that the
problem is only partially HIV; the big villain (he thinks) is an evolved
form of syphilis which is masked by the test for AIDS. He is treating
his patients with massive doses of penicillin and penicillin-derived
antibiotics. They interviewed a doctor from the Atlanta center [Center
for Disease Control?] who said, in effect, that the New York doctor was
full of it. He couldn't understand how anybody could believe such
twaddle. [Well, if the conventional medical treatment has a 100% record
of never curing the disease, it makes a great deal of sense, for both
patients and physician, to try something else. I am reminded of the
central Pennsylvania physician who tried treating some of the original
Legionnaires who came down with what appeared to be viral pneumonia with
a strong antibiotic. He cured most of his patients -- having hit upon an
antibiotic that was later found to be the best way to treat
Legionnaires' Disease. If it had been viral pneumonia, the antibiotic
would have done no good -- but then, it wouldn't have done any harm,
either. Or —-

JEWISH GRANDMOTHER: I have here some chicken soup.
DOCTOR: But he's already dead.
J.G.: So it wouldn't hurt to try.

—-—— GHS]

Thanksgiving we celebrated with a number of other members of my
Unitarian fellowship at a church basement potluck. About twenty of us
there. Those without family nearby. Over coffee and pumpkin pie a
recently widowed biochemist, an old friend, and I were discussing
science; and I asked if he was familiar with the work of Jay Gould, a
Harvard biologist and stout advocate of evolution. I have subscribed for
years to Natural History magazine, and Gould has a regular column
therein, which he collects occasionally into books. My friend knew his
work and told me Gould made his reputation in snails and went on to
point out that he is a good example of the fallacy of condemning
















