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SNOHwriSFI FANTASY OUT SOON
I------------ ----- * "

The second issue of the now 
British Fantasy, edited by Walter 
Gillings, appears four months af*- 
tcr tho first, dated April, 1947. 
Three issues are tho most that 
can bo expected, wo aro informed, 
in view of the desperate paper 
situation which restricts no w 
British publications.

In spite of a limited printing 
causing a scarcity in copies in 
tho U. 3., copies may bo obtained 
from Cheney’s Bookshop, 3an Jose, 
Calif, and ©avid Kishir '171 West 
End Avo.. N, Y. 23. No YQ Single 
copies may also be obtained dir
ect from the publishers — Temple 
Bar Publishing CoQ/ 24 Store St.f 
London, W.C. 1-—- but no subscrip 
tions can be placed as yet.

The current issue features a 
hcvelotto by Eric Frank Russell', 
Relic; short stories by P'. £% 
Creator; Borman Lazonby, E. R. 
James and Charles Willis, and ar** 
tides by Walter Gillings and 
Thomas Sheridan. Among other fea
tures is a correspondence section 
Viewpoints, which has been insti
tuted at the request of tho read
ers .

In Matter of Fact, tho editor- 
deals with The general reaction 
to tho first issue and tho story 
policy tho magazine will follow. 
k novel feature which will pre
sent ’Famous Fantasies’ in short 
story form, beginning with Bohun 
Lynch’s Monaco from tho Ip on 
promised, ’ the idea * K f i ng* t o a o. 
quaint the general reader with 
some of tho lessor-known fantasy 
novels which have been published 
in the past. In this respect, the 
Editor will welcome tho aid of 
fans, not only in suggestions but 
(continued on page 40, column 1)

After an unfortunate fall on 
March‘2, 1947, as fa result of 
which, Col. David H. Keller suf
fered two fractured ribs and in
ternal injuries invaliding him 
for almost a month'. In his latest 
communication, Col. Koller writes 
that he expects to be up soon'and 
to continue with his writing. A 
letter from Robert A. Madle, Sec
retary of tho P3F3, informs us 
that if Keller Is feeling fit ho 
will attend one of the May meet- 
ings_the Philadelphia group..

edited by Lane Stannard

Air Trails for May, 1947 comes 
out with a fine interplanetary 
cover, a view of 4 Eafcth a s 
soon from the moon. It pertains 
to tho lead article in tho issue-, 
Fortress4 in the Sky by Capt. B.A. 
Northrup. This article, ably il
lustrated by Frank Tinsley in a 
stylo reminiscent of Paul, is an 
evaluation' of tho Moon as a mil
itary base. Something that should 
not be missed by any one. -arb

Sometime this month, This Wook 
Magazine ( Supplement magazine 
section circulated with the NY 
Herald Tribune') will feature an 
articIo’bops E i ng tho science-fic
tion field, specifically aS? and 
Campbell.

Tho March issue of Harper’s 
Magazine contains a weird short 
(continued on page 40, column 1)
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’ FaNTASY-TILLES 
Published weekly by J^acs V T^ur- 
asi, 101^02 Northern Blvd,Corona, 
New Yorka 5/ a copy, 6 for 25c.' 
In Groat Britian? 6 issues; 1/-. 
Editor; James V Tauras i-, European 
Ed: Roy Van H out on, Ad. Manager: 
San Lios k ow i t z. As s o c i at o Ed: Al v in 
R Brown, Assistant Ed: Joe Kennon 
^y, Science Ed: Thomas S Gardner. 

"A Cosmic Publication” 
~ EDITORIAL

THE TWENTY FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
OF SCIENCE FICTION MAGAZINES

(a guest editorial) 
by Sam Moskowitz

Although Munsey and other com
panies printed large quantities 
of science-fiction before 1926, 
the founding of Amazing Stories 
by Hugo Gornsback in that year is 
regarded as the beginning of sci
ence-fiction in a truer light, 
since it aimed to devote its- 
pagos exclusively to such stories 
and to work for literary and sci
entific acceptance as a construc
tive force in the modern world.

Through the years, hard times 
and misconceptions have seen the 
pulp magazines stray from the up
ward path. They have fought hard
er for standardization and anony
mity as just another pulp "oscap- 
istist” story pattern, than they 
have for advancement of the lit
er at uro .

The cries and pleadings of 
their faithful following of read
ers was ignored on the pretense 
that anyone who wrote a letter to 
a professional magazine was a 
"fan” and "Fans” wore a crackpot 
minority.

The editors wore wrong. The a- 
tomic bomb, the rocket, the tran
smutation of energy into matter, 
and many other headlines achiev- 
monts leave no question . that 
there is more- to science-fiction 
than "escape". The roputod sale 
of the scionco-fiction antholog
ies at figures around 25,000 with 

new editions still coming off the 
presses, have proved that they 
wore wrong. It had to bo conceded 
that the fans were the ones most 
likely to pay §3.00 for a book, 
and sales wore showing that the 
figure on fans had to bo revised 
upward from 250 to 25,000. and 
not everybody can afford a §3.00 
book so common sense'must place 
the figure much higher.

The selfless efforts of the 
science-fiction fan to bettor the 
lot of science-fiction, and in
cidentally the circulations of 
tho magazines by obtaining past 
write-ups in Time Magazine and 
The New Yorker are neutralized by 
TEc reporters survey of tho ap
peal of tho various magazines, 
which' leaves something to be de
sired.

When the war brought startling 
advances in science, and the pub
lic’s attention was attracted to 
scionco-fiction, most of the mag
azines wore in no condition to 
stand tho critical scrutiny of an 
intelligent reading public.

A fan convention hold at the 
right time and attended by a com
petent reporter, received a six 
page write-up in Harper *s. The 
"fans" wore found to be sane, in
telligent and a forward-seeking 
lot. V:ith one exception, tho mag*- 
azinos wore found to be wanting. 
Forward looking Standard Publica
tions has already changed thoir 
policies of thoir magazines in 
lino with this now information. 
Like other magazines, they will 
have to hurry, for a science-fic
tion club meeting has boon atten
ded by one of the nationb loading 
educators and has been declared 
"educational"w As a. result,he- 
has recommended the introduction 
of science-fiction into school 
English and Science classes, and 
into the school library.

The fans have done thoir part. 
They have achieved publicity in 
nationally circulated magazines 
of distinction. They have obtain
ed educational sanction of tho 
(continued on page 40, column 1 ) 
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HASH—A Review of Tho TaW OF THS 
RED DHARF WHO WRITES WITH HIS 
TADS, as told to Richard S Shaver

hy Thomas S. Gardner

The May 1947 Fantastic Adven
tures carries, a story by Richard 
S. Shaver which is composed of 
several things on Shaver’s mind 
that ho felt ho had to get off. 
il minor schism is noticed at once 
tho two high priests of tho Shav
er religion do not agree very 
well. Palmer, in the editorial, 
tries to imply that there is much 
more to the story than fiction, 
while Shaver insists in his pro
logue that it is all a groat big 
lie, but also implies that tho 
initiate will boleivo it for ’’the 
Rod Dwarf wrote it”, but for us 
poor simpletons it is a lie for 
wo can’t soe tho light I So take 
your choice.

The • story itself is rather 
trivial. It concerns a strange 
planet, a man who wants wisdom, a 
stone god, and various parapher
nalia • of both Shaver and Greek 
mythos, Tho man goes into a cave 
(sic!), reads books that give- 
tho history of his origin and 
planet, offends a goddess, is 
made old, regains his youth, must 
carry out certain tasks to remain 
young, etc. He lives with a witch 
who has a laboratory, overcomes a 
queen who, is sometimes a goddess, 
etc. The fiction part is rather 
boring, and I doubt that oven Sh
aver- thought it was worth very 
much.

The essence of tho story is a 
satire on modern science, science 
fiction fans, and anyone who 
doesn’t believe and swallow the 
Shaver drivol. Now it is truly 
shown, a la Shaver, that those 
who road modern books, especially 
science books, arc all w t, and 
can never gain tho Kingdom of 
knowledge thereby. However, tho 
corollary follows that one can 
road certain kinds of books, much 
older than man,and got, yea, much 

wisdom! Especially books written 
by implication, by Titans, or o- 
thers of the same ilk.On page 20, 
a healthy dig is taken at tho 
Stfan. And also by a statement 
tho Stfan can never recognize 
truth, for verily, ho cannot see 
truth in the Shaver truth, and as 
a conclusions to Wo original 
premise, he shall always bo mis
begotten and benighted! For an 
interesting discussion of educa
tion see pages 41-2,and it is too 
bad that the poor educated fools 
that exist created our civiliza
tion, will build tho’space ships 
that will leave the Eatth, and 
tho wonderfully wise people, tho 
two million crack-pots in this 
country have failed to create 
anything to-date. For an example 
of their thinking and ’’scientif
ic” outlook examine tho sections 
devoted to thorn in Amazing for 
tho past two years. It is oxtra- 
ordinary how much Shaver hates 
books — I can only presume that 
only thought records- in tcro and 
doro have any reality! On page 45 
Shaver links wisdom, love, scien
ce, suporstitionv religion, life, 
as different fascots of the samo 
thing. Also was Shaver referring 
to the earth whoso majority have 
rejected his doros when ho had 
the-Rod Dwarf write, ”for wisdom 
♦...my direful, inescapable Rod 
conclusion is that it is-not in 
existence upon this planet .’’Tough 
Shaver, old boy, I guess wo will 
have to go along building up civ
ilization without the benefit of 
Shaverism, deros. etco, and I 
wonder if any of the thousands of 
scientists who are doing things 
will realize what they are miss
ing? Perhaps if they did they 
would go to the nearest insane 
asylum and spend their time tak
ing down the ravings of the in
mates . This was recommended not 
too many months ago.

Which typo of invostigat or 
will roach the moon first, Shav
er’s typo, or the other?-Step up 
gents, and lay your bets. I know 
which one I am betting on -tsg
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BRITISH FANTASY 
(continued, from page 37, column 1) 

in preparing condensed, versions 
of such books for publication.

EDITORIAL 
(continued from page 38,column 2)

literature. But all the advertis
ing in the world is worthless if 
the product- doesn’t live up to 
its notices. The fans have done 
their part. It is time for the 
science-fiction magazines to do 
theirs, so that by its twenty- 
fifth anniversary magazine sci
ence-fiction will bo all that its 
followers have claimed.-so

THE COSMIC REPORTER
(continued from page 37,column 2) 

story by Ray Bradbury, entitled 
The Man Upstairs.

Tin UnjAwigcd and Rid^t Life- 
of the Goco arc now- out in pocket 
Ko ok f orm: 2 5 each.

Fantasy Story Magazino, the 
f irsT alt ~flet ion fan magazine in 
years will be out in a month o r 
two. It will feature now and old 
stories by fans in a noat mimeo - 
format with an excellent photo-eft 
set cover by, weird tale artist , 
John Giunta.

The world destroyed by atonic 
war of October 1947 is the now 
serial just finished in Collier'• s 
It is a two part or and started in 
the April 12th issue. It is super 
illustrated,by Dave Jink, in full 
color. Called The Blast - it is 
written by Stuart Cloctc. It re
minds one a little of Rebirth as 
one roads it. It is an interest
ing story of a man who survived 
the atomic war and the return of 
this country back to the Indians.

The first mailing of the 3jcc- 
tator x^matour Press Soclety, now 
APa specializing in straight stf, 
will bo distributed Jay 1st, and 
will contain publications by Cos- 
let, Fox, Christenson, Alpaugh, 
Maddox, Kennedy and many more.

Fan publishers desiring to join 
should send 25^ for a half-yoar-’s 
duos to Ron Maddox, 20 King St., 
New York 14, New York.

The March 29, 1947 issue of-
Tho Saturday Review of Literature 
has as its fc?,turc article,"' The 
Unwritten Classics by L Spraguc- 
do Camp. The' article deals with 
The Nocronomicon, The Book of 
Thoth, The. Book~of Dzyan and oth
ers. The article is a chapter 
from his forthcoming book on mag
ic, witchcraft and occultism to 
bo published-by Henry Holt. -sm

August V. Dcrloth’s recent- 
beck on V'ri ting Fiction is of 
particular inboroat t o phanto- 
philcs inasmuch as it devotes 
several vigorous chapters exclus
ively to the art of - writing weird 
and, scicneo fiction.-sm

tome talk
by Alox Oshcroff

The Legion Of Space by Jack 
Williamson, FanFasy Press’ second 
volume goes to the bindery before 
April 15 th.

Alexander M. Phillip’s really 
top-notch Unknown story, The Mis
laid Charm is scheduled 'for May 
T5th publication.

Hannes Bok is still busy fin
ishing the first draft of The 
Black Wheel. ■ Bizarre BasaaFs 
second volume.

And still they come. Thore arc 
mighty juicy rumors floating . a- 
round concerning the organization 
of two more fantasy book presses. 
One is a second Philly publishing 
house and the other a New York- 
New Jersey combine._______
Rumors arc making the roundsof 
two now pro stf magazines to bo 
published in the very near future 
ON THE NE JS3TniiD3 returns in the 
next issue-, reviewing TV/3, planet 
anc others ._______________ __ ____ _

ADVERT13E IN FaNT^SY-TIMES 
Full page Tor $1*00 or 47- 
Half page for $0.50 or 2/- 
Quartcr page for 25? or 1/-/


