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FRAMFALT

A careful analysie of prefacece to higtcorics and other books as
well shows them to be occupied, almost without eXception, in bemoan-
ing the inaccuracies, limitations, and gencral worthlegsnessg of the
Wwork being introduced. Thig will not be an eXception,

Thie ig 2 kind of a cross between 2 get of memoire »nd a Aistory.
I have triecd to cover, at lenst thinly, all aspects of the purely fan
field, but, as 2 glance at the table of toplcs will show, I am able to
go much more into detail about those portg with vwhich I am better ac-
quainted. VYou might ev n become weary vwith the minutenesgs of deteil
in plnces. I eXtend my symp thicd,

I hove tried, 2o for ~s posgible, to m~"%e thie history ~s objec-
tive ng o good higtory should be. I hove been hord on my friends vhen
they seemed nn the ¢h dy gide of the ledger, and hove, I trust, necver
Tniled to give my enemies credit where due. Despite thig, bOWOVeP,
cepecially in the accounts centering around June, 1928, the render will
do well to beware, for ot that point I find myeelf unocble to gee Woll-
heim’s nctions 73 eXcusable, when, of coursge, they most probably are.
Oon the other hand, sgince the object of thie history is truth, rather
than to make me ponul~r, I have not leaned over bdcvmnrd witn regard
iCEl ptrfpnﬁl;nn:ﬁfoc.l

In trying to cover everything at lergt thinly, I have relied upon
unreliabl e memory, upon inferences from unf2uthoritotive ncecounts, and
in some cages, 28 in the origine of MicHelism. upon nure gueu.work
--fairlv good gucsesing I believe, howevcr.

IfIfrvent alrcady nede it clear, lct ne sar now that thils does-
n't pretend to be the final history of fandon --far, far fron it. I
only hope to make & connected beginnlng, perhaps to glam such a nassg
of misinformation at vou that those who know will be bound to give the
true accounts. "hen those accounts sre in, when Wwe have run a courece
of °vignettes of fan history® in the fonmags-- then will be the tine
for the writing of 2 dependable higtory. The eventual hietorian or
comnittee of historiang will thus hrve 2 good srouniverk for n better,
fuller, and nore nccuvﬁte account than could DOSbibl" be upplici by
any one fan, however eXperienced. vorking olone to write °the hirftory
of fandon.

Since I have realized fron the ctart thet thic couldn’t be the
history of fandon to stand for all time, I haven’t mode ag great effort
to check all points and fill in gaps ag I night otherwire have— in-
deed, a large part of it hag been pat down from memory, in spare min-
uteg at work.

If it succeeds in convering to new fane a composite picture of
fandom, not too irrep~rably distorted, 2 one fan ceeg it, that’e
2bout all I have a right to hope for.

But I think the old-timerse will find interest here, too, aside
from the certain sport of nicking out mistakes and omigsione. Fwun
thing, the truth about several mattere ig here generally revealed for
the first time, gince I can’t put into history anything T know to be
false,

I turn now to 2 more direct digcugeion of the subject-matter of
the history --or memoirs, as you will,

It will be found to deal almoet entirely with American fandon.
There is no ‘disrcspcct to the Tommies, Auceies, ¢t al, in the fact
that I have Pevcrtheless called it 2 history of fandom rather than of
Arnerican fandom, The latter title seomed that it misht force me to
leave out entirely 211 references to wnglish fendom eXcent whre it was
dircctly connected with an event in Americo, a limitation I didnst want.
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" Tils ig a story, ot 2 handoook, aad enpnegis is .nlaceda on the
flow of events rather thin the eicments thercof. Fansg in most casos
have been bricfly identified personally if at all; fan magezines have
not been mentioned 28 nuch as their importance would varrant. And pro-
fessional s-f figures at the absgolute mininum.

You will note the Adivision of the history into periods, I ac-
knowledge that the periods 2are riuch more strictly delineated than the
actual conditions, but I have ample precedent in the writing of general
higtory. And it seemed thot it would be eagier to recall the nature
and context »f the Schwartz-Tollheim feud if it were fitted neatly in-
to a definite larger pattern, or of the Philadelphio donference if en-
phagis were put on its place in a general trend of the times, and so on.

It might be well to here define ny use of the terme °fandon® and
°transition®. A transition I conceive of as a period in which old
structures are crumbling. new forces coning into being, and the entire
nature of fandom in a state of flux. A “fandon® ieg a fairly stable
gtretch in which known clements vork out to their conclusion thru
interaction and development, I hove thot of no tranceition before the
first fandom, because it seomed to come in pretty much in the shope
that would have been cXpected, without much doubt as to what its in-
terests and activities would be. I nay be wrong; I know practically
nothing of the early yoars.

without further % ; T cenTict you to Page One; b 2.
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TET BMRINNINGS

For this writer, rere puesces nust suffice for the early con-
toects between fans, Mony, probably, vhen editors no longer felt
lik%e carrying the discussion in the resders’ columns, continued ar-
gurents over gclentific natters in private corresvondence, and sone
controversice on non-scientific points nay very likely have also been

continued privetely after they hod procressed too far for general
interest. Or o narticularly sorrikling letter published might ceuse
other readers: to desire to write its author, aside from any par-
ticular points brot up. At any rate, many sclence-fiction fanas did
contact each other, but for & time didn’t realize that others were
doing the same thing.

Torrest J Ackerman and 2lias Jack Darrow populdrized the letter-
every-month habit with regard to the professional magazines, and
built up extensive correspondences. Then, according to Mcphail, one
year in the early thirties Forrest Ackermsn took & trip east from
his home in Galiforrynis, ond visited many corrcspondence friends
on the way. This helped unify the field.

Some local groups took to publishing official organs, which
became the first fan mogozines. The West foast publication, The Time
Traveler, was the flrat to achieve general circulstion, Science Fic-
tion Digest, published 2t the other end of the country, must have
gotten some mention in readers’ columns, and built up a small cir-
culation that was nevertheless netionwide, with some subgcribere in
™sland, This magozine eventuelly absorbed The Time Traveler, snd
gnurtly chonged its name to Fantasy Magazine, to include facts per-
ta’ning to the weird fiction field.

The issue after ite second onniversary, Fantagy Magnzine began
ledlicating issugs to the Rig Three of scicntifiction, and to other
dp~citl Tielde, "Including Welrd Taleg. Its firet dedication wae to
the field-leading Astounding Storiea ¢f Street & Smith, and it re-
s¢lved nention in Brass Tacks. "hen Wonder’s tire came, they aid
cv.n nore, sceing to it that every member of the SFL got a copy of
that issue.

A bit carlicr, taking cognizance of thc cXisgstcnce of the fan
vorld, Charlic Hornig, who turned out 2 few igsuecs of the unsuccess-
ful Fantasy Fan, and thoen teen-age managing editor of Wonder Stories,
reconmmended to editor Gernsback the formoation of & Scicnce Fiction
League. This wag undertaken with enthusiasm, and being well featured
by a commercial magnrzine of large circulation, ottracted mony scien-
tifictionists to the fen field. At the same time a Swap Column and
nther features of interest to vetersn °fans® were inaugurated. Later,
the SFL Department began giving geml-annual BRachclor of Scientifiction
tegts which increaged the interest of membership., It was the Golden
Age of fandom.
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s~ Fow? vl
- T In Brage Tacks the formntion of the spragtfn (the initinle vwere

in capitele vhen used by hin, but ~nc nf the first principlce of the
TAr wog thot worrinrs should nnt copitnrlizc the none of the cneny, and
thie writ r vng an The Othor Sidc)--the snciety for the preventinn of
Tirc staplce in scicnce fictinn mogrzincs.,

At the head of the soclety was one dictator, tucker, In later
lesues of Brass Tacks, the dictator reported new recruits of his =o-
clety, and some months later duplicated hie original announcement, in
Wonder Storiea’ The Reader Speaks, One of the new recruits contri-
buted two doughnuts to the society tressury, snd was given a foal ti-
tle, eonething like *high nincompoop®. Another necophyte suggested
rubber staples to replace the vire onee®, and was aleo glven an offi-

clal title. oOne ironic eide light in this vor woe that the neXt most S
proninent nmember of the spwestfm was ®o0l’ doc lowndes®, roy2l pill -
roller for e dictator, Few knew that he actuolly wos a medico of .

some gort, and none, certoinly, suspccted that one day he wag to be
tho mosat liberal member of Wollheim’s Michelist group,

And here Wollheim enters, in oppoeition to Tucker, Lowndes, and
all the other onti-ateplers, e, he declained, have listened to this
infamous proposition long cnough. He therefore procleimed the organi-
zatlon of the Internstion»l and Allied Orgrnizations for the Purpose
of Upholding snd Maintaining the use of Metallic Fostcners in Science
Fictlon (whigh he, nocking Tucker, initisled STF) publication® in the
United States of Arcrica, Unlinited, and called for support from all
red-blooded believers in the efficacy of netellic binders,

There followed a scramblc for power "nd recruite. Tgplonage and
counter-esplonage were rife, and neither lcoder could know for certain
that hie nost trusted lieutenant wag not a epy. Menbereghip in the
TAQPUMUMSTFPUSA, Unltd, reached around twenty, ond doubtlces the spwo-
atln wag about the aore. Titles were given to all, usually neaningless.
the alctnter stood alone a2t the head of hig betallions, but Wollhein,
o8 drand Hign focolorun, had Kenneth Sterling (whether author of Thc
Braiu-Siecl ers of Marg, or another coincidently having the same nane,
Wag never duite clear) og WAalted Grond Rooleywag., There vere twe
eXceptiong to the rule sbout titiscs: * recruit vhom Wollhelr suspec-
ted to be a2 gpy wes Aernrived of his, ond young Specr wag naced Lord
Hizh Pradder, referring to his suggestion that nagozines be bound with
hand brads--paper frsasteners, such 2e bind this publicntion, .

Both armies 1ssucd officiol orgrne, tucker’s d’journal, and Woll-
hein & Sterling’s Polyrnorphanucleated Leucocyte. The PL Wrg a screan,
ce wag the membershlip certificote; doubtless 4’ Journal was, too.

The War entercd its penultincte stage, finding scveral eplsodes
(chaptcers) of the anti-staplers in cXistence, and three or four For-
treegses of Wollhein’s nen. It is g2id thot vhen two Ancricans get to-
gethcer, they fornm a club. Two were 2ll that wcecre required to form a
Fortress.

It was 2 crushing blow to the spweetfn when the sccond issue of
4’ journal, upon being issued, was found stuck full of stoples - sabo-
tage, by agples? Tucker veakly quibbled sbout the dAiffcrence betwecen
fan mogazines; and science-fiction ragrzines, at which his progren wasg
aiped, but his prestige vas ruined. The New York wWisode, in its en-
tirety, went over to ollhelin.

An interesting commentary on the differcncc in the fan nmagazines
of that day is that FPoantasy Megozine gcorcely nentioned the Staple Tar,
out in oklahona, McPhril wrote in hie private noegrzine, Science Fiction
News, that fone were growing tired of rlphrbceticel societies. Several
antl - alphabeticel societies olphabeticel socletles vere announced in
Bragg Toacks, ond othere eXpreeged theiriyveariness with it all in nore
dignificd ways, 1.
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lrpﬂrtrcnt toLer nid-19 35, mrcnainc brokc brccchﬁt by conncnting on .

o lettor to follovi--the comnientory in itolice--gaying somc cnigmntic
things about thc rcoder rcoding the letter slovly, to gct the snhnc
feeling fron it that he did. Tho letter waeg a r6port by sonconc of
Tucker’s hone town or nearby, stating thot he was deod, and giving
sonc of his 1agt wishece., It chocked cveryone, But professional pub-
lication moves slowly, and by the time that igsue of Astounding was

on the stands, Tremaine knew it wag a fake, 2and, in privete letters

to interecsted fans, said he thot Tucker had known of the trick, and
that he would publish nothing more with regard to the First Staple
war., One of Wollhein’s lieutenantg talked with the dictator long
distance. ©®°The Staplc War is definitely over,®° eaid Wollhgim, °%and
we are vworking on something that will be lots nore fun.® 4

TH® ISA-SFL CLASH

Wollheim may have, to an eXtent, regretted his ~revious connece-
tlons with foolirshness when he launched into a serious and bitter in-
dictnent of Wonder Stories, in long letters to its The Reader Speaks,
concerning the quality of 1ts pulp paper, type face, worl count, and
such other natteras ag the tranglation of stories from the German; he
was anti-Nazi even then. But deeper causes for hate of Gernsback
lay Jjust under this,

A story by Wollhoim, The Man from Ariel, wag published by Wonder
and never paid for. In working to get his due, Wollhecinm ran acroses

many other young or beginning authors vwho had been eimilarly cheated,
He published his findings in the last Bulletin of the TFG (succeeded
by the Phantagraph).

The TFG, which hrg not been nentioned hereinbefore, wag a egmall
organization of rather more weird fang, which, at the time of its
change of name from International Science Fiction Guild (it origina-
ted n8 the Immosgsible Story 0lub), was headed by Tilson Shepherd of
o2kpan, Alabama., 1Then Wollheir came in, ©nd Shepherd and Tollhein
Publlshero formed, the center of power beg"n unconsciously, to shift
to the north. The firet Terrestrial Pantescience Guild Bulletins were
hektographed publications; the lasct wag a large-cize minmeo affair.

In many respccts, the TFG was before its tinme,

Publication of the facts agoinst “onder Stories resulted in the
eXpul gsion of ""ollhein ond a number of compatriots from the SFL. The
lagt heard of this nngle of the cace, he had been offered siX months’
probationary reingtotement, and said he would probably come back in,
with his tongue in hils cheek.

The XSFL was a nane the eXpelled aneg took. Mogt or all of then
were members of the Internction?l Cosmo-Science Mlub, which about
this time changed ite name to the Internttional Scicecntific Associ-
ation.  And it was the New Vork Branch of this Association, supported
by other ISA nenbers,.which thereupon took up the cudgel in support
of its members, and became the rallying point for digaffected elemecnts

rather than the TFG. The staff of Pantasy Mngozine, algo under at-
tack by Vollheirn, made common cause vith Gernsback and Hornlg against
the ISA. The reault vas the climax of the 0ld Fandon.

This writer regrets that he is uneble to give 2n account of the

war that followed, having hed nothing to do with it snd having heard
little of it until nuch 1ater when it wos referred to rether than
degcribed, The NMYB-ISA sang congs of thelr bottle ageinet Gernsback;
songg that might be o2dapted for modern ginging. In some way they nust
have gained publicity for their charzes against 7onder Stories, for

to their work ie agcribed some of the credit or resoongibility for

the fall of Gernsbeck’s Tonder not nmeny months aftear,
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nagazine with & rather hesvy snrinkling of science. The idea of the
ISA in ite loter »istory wra to hernege science-fiction ond sclence

together, #nd the Qbcerver straddled the fence between these tvo in-
terests.

One day the NVB went off on » picnic and ended up in rhiledel-
nhia; the Pirst wostern Science Fiction fonventlon had crept up on
then unaweres. A good tine vag hod by »11, ve rre told, and they
agreed that 1t wee n ~reat ideo,

TUT™ HT™VDAY NF FANTASY MARAZIN®

Tor vet a while Pantagy Magozine ruled the field, In the leter
gtage of the o0ld period, voarinug vagrent fan nesgazines began to crop
up again, but none attempted ton enter into commetition with ™. Jin
Rligh’ Planetececr, baged on an old guccestion of Mollhein’s to Street
& Smith, put fiction first and Wenersnto, ctc, second, The Phanta-
graph went thru o number nf chenges of formet under Shepherd & Toll-
hein, 2t first meinly club news 2nd ultre-°fan® discuseions, and
later purely literary. The Intern~tionrl Observer apnorently was
not considered to be in Airect commetition with Tantesy Mreazine,
ite contents belng rostly science end fon doings rather than news
on the pros. Nunmerous individusl publicationsg, eginsle-issue and
singl e-copy °pass arounds® were belng done, but of course could not
threaten ™’g primacy. The boys were feeling around,

wven then, pseudonyms ran riot among the fane. The Greater
New Vork Science Piction Lesgue waeg g2i1d to be populated mainly with
peeudonyns, half of which were Frederik pohl. Willy the Wisp flit-
ted around, alweys vherever Wollhein h~d been, renorting doings from
a8 susniciously Tollheinish point of view, 28 in the fight that re-
sulted 'a George Gordon rMlark’s quitting the fleld,

™e SFL continued, =nining new members cvery month, tho how
iat arcegtad noat of the nmenbers were ig problenatical. Two or thres
P #* 0 feant Tare eanducted, in all, the returns on the last one nev-
ag 'helre pulEtighed au~eriicislly, 21ll was gerene,

Truen things teg"n =0 hoppen.

+

1% DWALINT™ AND FALL OF THT TRA

Wonder has been £0ld? italicized ¥M’s Science Fiction ¥ye.

In subscription, Wonder wng doing rother boedly, even conpored
to other pulps, #nd the depregeion hed hit 211 of then nretty hard
("hat depresgion?) PRut thet is in the history of eci-nce-fiction,
and thig 1s a history of fendon., Sone of the life seened to g0 out
of the SFL towrrd the lrat, tho perhrps it i¢ only ny foney. At
any rate, with the Alstpnearance of the prrent nogrzine in early
1336, the SFL cecsgsed to be, despite its impoeing Iiet nf gomebodies
on the board of dircctors, which TUS at thie writing still cerries.
The huge thicago org of %0 or so authors, renders, 2nd fong loet
interest in 1tself.  All over the country little three-men chapters
gave up the ghost; in m2land the young SFA took then over.

The gate of “onder wnsg 2lnost the lagt big story FIM carried.
Conred H Ruppert’s printing Service could no langer print the nogo-
zine, nnd the bunch in "verett, Pa, hed done one or tiro issues., Bub
™ wes skipoing monthsg, "nd a long interval elapsed before the lost
rne.. They Aidn’t know 2t the time thot 1t wae the last, -23kboe
they acknowledrmed flwe 2ituotion tn be bad. . . =
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The rights 4c tle nose “gutesy » znzine s erc turncd nver to 7
711lis Oonowcer, ond it wns eXnected that 1t would be enrbined with
the Science-Fantagy "nrrespondent of forwin Stickney. BTut personel
Aifferences ~rose, 2nd waile the S-F ¢, later the Ancteur forregpon-
Aent, filled out PM’s sulserintions, Connver wasg nut of the desl.
rfany neonle resented the trenefer o~ their cubscrintiong to the &0,
gince it catered largely to weird, as had thnrlie Hornigrg Fentasy
Fan, Thich wag not considered commetitive with ¥ Auring ite brief
life. Prrsently Stickney frenkly stated thet he 4id not ain at fans
ng such at all; thot he intended his mosrzine primarily to oid young
authors airing at the nros, thinking that thet wrg & larger group.
There was a csreat desl of entirely unsgtfic rdverticing, ond a etonp
Aepartnent for vhich Ayed-in-the-mwonl fong cored not 2 whit. ™M had
had, toward the end, no nore than S0 subgcribere; the Correspondent
nrobably and very few nf its own., A printed nocozine, it cogt money
to nublish. At length, like 1, it snperred lesg frequently and fi-
nolly ceasged, but the title nassed tn no nne else.

one reason for the dAecline in fen interest wog the rlecline in
the gricane-fiction field, on vhich fondon then depended closely. It
‘ag aleng tine after the last Tander before Thrilling Tonler oppedred.
fetoundlng hed reachod 1ta platetu under Tremaine, ~nd Sloane’s Anaz-
ing snon%  slowly into the 2epthe. jpturslly, interect in o fan field
Agpendent upcn theze would Aecline.

Thug the Filvrest Pandoy £lizped oway,




o~ ‘*.h‘.wa-x-g” TN AR R *_M!F-«W% m.gl&h-tu _o.ft‘_.‘p? PGk e o

The Wuropenn Middlc ‘gee vere © period of tronesition, yet they
hnd n disgtinctive civilizrtion of thelr own, even tho it lnsted in its
full etate ornly two or three centuriecs ~nd carried in it the scede of
ite enrly Adeatructing. Sirilacely, the Piret Trancition in fandon wos
2 ogryaten thot eouldn -t 1ost, rvet wns quite distinetive while it Ald
exiat.

The 0ld Pandon vwne ~onc, hut being » fon had been too rnuch fun
1o be givarrup judt 1i%e thot nerecly teoruge the nrofeseionnr m ga-
zinag hit the dewnarrAs, LA Trien g ond cnenicg - those that comriacd
- edupnt, pernrps unconsciouagly, o neY act of int crcete unler walch
they could cnnTi:uﬂ {neir roatorha,

T™icre wag ot nne 2onter of the fon world that sesncd ng gtrong
a8 ever. The NYB-I" G DR oI foT ] ci T e Ve Tl cAkers ol had.d 100s
GriTE0 Tho wem drgd Wit Rthc by, snd vhe TEd%e Interagliclal. nbger-
ver voHe te new helghts, pubtting out onc icsue gnecinlly Aeficned to
cpradl 1o felenace-Tictinn 713 rathern ecicntiste,

mut cho LQegenony of trs LA Aid rot Adigecourrge nther atienpte to
take the nlace ¢f Tontogs Moporine Clon "i~7ging? Seicnce Fictinn
Tan roen Yaroce wreinted ideveg, 01l 7 2 grent fincncini loes Lo the
cdi*tor 2nd freenciate, "nd “"“r;uc wee Torced 1o concludce thaet there
werzsn’t enough intercghed toang left to sumport o nrinteld nagazina’e
righ engt. others diseavered the gone bitter truth., Hayward § Tir-
hy’s Sclence Pietion Torld flared »nd Alcd. Donicl Mephoil cXpanded
big Sodence Fiction News, first published only for his ovn anusenent,
into ¢ corbon-copied mranzine for circulction in the Oklohona Scicen-
tifiction Aggccintion »nd cxchonges nutaidce the gt~te. He wasg later
tble to print it, ~nd node » michtry effort for hish circulntion. Then
he moved awny from the printins shop. The Philodelphiane put forth
their effort, Fentaer Tiction Telarmran., The Aton snd the early Hclios,
both printed, bnlnnv to ¢ qliﬂhtly loter tine.

honherd and "nllhein’s Phantasronh eontinued to nutate with
every idsue, nagfsing thru a bewildering succegsion of forna They
8lao issued the hektoed f2tonishiae Siories rnd nmrde a bid for con-
nercial publicsking with Fanciful Tales, from vhich Weird Tales has
reprinted Lovecralt’s The daneless ~itv (it ie not infrrouent for pro-
fecalonal nagozifies to takts at~rice that aoinerred Tiret in the apa-
teur punlicrtioney. Then Tolihein broXe v uh Shaonkera, ond took in
another TOA Wew Vooker tc to form jiichel-Tollhein Publicetione. Tron
thelr vrinting prees cine th~ rhentagroph, neinly, by this tine, for
the rrebsur sreee nasocintisone Wollhein teragoﬁ tn "nd thelr nineo-
groph osrodvced the Mijimugse, the hook of shughu, d other gech-awfuls.
Ten-pehl gove the ?orld two leeved of MinAd of Mnn. Jim Bligh of The
Plancteer retired wita the pro. ﬂ-z; of the nld Aaye, ond thec title The
PlAanctzer nagged to newr fan Taurass, ALl attemmte ot printcd magezines
weore failurcs.

Teirl. If you ceouldn’t print then nrafitably, “hnt wae to be done?
Tith the °u5ceme Fontasy Mamgezine gine, every o n could aepire to be
an cditnr, and nast of then wero. T™e min*ﬂfrﬂo“ e e into wide use,
but the cost of the mochine »nd stencils mwag too nuch for nost fane,

Sradually he%tosrophed publico tlf-mc' Legen to point the way,

“hich cone Tlrat ~ftar the ™3 Prlli~tin the writer Anecs not know.

°A Teurnel publication® opnerred Am meony little hektosd efforts. The
Science Filctinn TMan, after o iins, vezunmed via hiekioaraph.: But to the
Sciencec Tiction ollcetnr should ro tie credit far elevoting hektoed
work to 2 nresenteble level . QOna day fene thrunut the ecountry rmt

net ctrds ennouncing o new fun nagezine to te nublished br 2 zuy nared
Morrie S Dollers, Jr. mhc" didn’t even know how to pronounce °Dollens®
but gone bourht, ™he firgt frrues vere nos 'tly fictinn, by the editor,
But naterial bteghn to cone in fron other sourcer, ~nd thc floll cector
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simes Dollens w2vered betwsun moniiar 7 srd every-thrvee -weeksly faru-
ance, confliciins statementa evan anpedring in the s$7ne ilasue, pogen
of whleh wots Adghe @t XM o ronT g &3 m™ig ‘eottents never Ail det
very good, bhut gscmeho” fond Zikad them

In conjunction wits Tavward Kirby, Dullcng iricd teo ovganize the
Fantasy Fiction Lierguoy it3 creen, peatasy Ticticn Digest. waa & twin
of the B-F Mollestor, 24 wag mailed with 1t, sonetimce conbiaeca wath
i#. ‘The orgarizniion wag # failuie. o5 Wwore meny others thet “juve-
niies with Napoizerie comp'e¥es® ettompted: The Phantasy Leglorn, e
Science Plehion Afavancemel: dssueciation (Last tn go, oo it died 1in
gpirit eerly), the Faiot gy Wweung' Tiratocrnity, the Jules Vernuc priz:
JLlub - wany of these' Mogaat e 248 ol dayy. “but ‘reached Vhelr °penkg®
in these years of fluw”., ozt o theas vors nover 'nything nucre tnan
a nemeyfa membershlp card (peptinz: | ard an Giiiclal organ. dene-oX-
citement was odded, vhere there vere Auog, in cherges and court ercaar-
ges of finanecl-i.eroo'ic’nceg,

Dollens alse Aid illustratiae fovr the helitocd S2icnce Fiethion Fan
and other fan magnzines, And then ne hod to drop ouh, appnrreutly due
to parental pressure becaugc of the time hisg hebby cccunied, PpPhila-
telnhin’s Baltrdonis too% over hiec Mollecior after » Lmmae of arms
mO";tﬂS_

TH® SWOOND CONVWNTION AND THW SHIFT OF POWHR

The Second ™agtern States Scicnce Fiction donvention was held in
I'en’ "orl, under the auspices of the ISA. Philadclnhia attended, and

feris Trem ¥ow Jersey osnd cldewhere in the cost brot the sttendance up
no evcurd W, Tt wos here, legend seys, thet there was first sug-
cezt-1 ¢ "orld Jecigner fictiosn MAonvention, by Tonald Wollheim.,

zoye Mief Lotsazhotier Mepreil, °°Then irn walk Juliue Schwartz

and ghinke 1ol and Emoke rhacei clpe vith Tonald and hig warricre who
noavs hecn on wawe prosh Yer noiay woon.*® The hardghao ended tho last
Lirgering vestire of tig or@ days, Put an the same time, the Schwartsz
Sravol seve Woy o Wellncin cmd Fyworn &8 iceders of fandom,

Put e aavs of Lne UL Were munbered. Sykora wog inbercstcd in
*eienze as Well as =47, “nd n3d ¢ aumc oeborasciy of nig own., Thae
nameno I thie group certalinly sounted Jige @& gcientilic ciub, bub here
it wag, beifig run largely by ~ud fn. science-iietior fong., CGeontro-
Tirgies ag to whot it wog originoliy intended to Le are oo vamgue to
T iivke here. At any rate, not long ofter, S7kora, gctiing rcady to
enter ccllege, there to pursue o scientific ccurac, fclt thot continu-
ing s Prodident of the ISA, the position he then hcld, would be an
unjustifiable waste of time. In his letter of rcsisnation he worked
hirgelf up tc 2 highly rmotional mood, and, irdicting fans for their
ugelcse activivieg, hronded them 289 ezotists chiefly desiring to sec
thieir nemes in print, ond too lazy to pursue ccizntific corecre. Gop-
les were sent to all ISA members. |

Sykora had quite a following, and such a rcgi-nntion eXploded a
bombghell in the club, of the four officeg, one wig vacant, Sykora
rcsisned ~nother, & third wosg occupled by 2 gentlemen who wag in the
hogpital at’ just this tiwe, ~nd the fourth weres Leld by Wollheim. PFrom
the other officer and from the NMYR he got carte blanche support. Some
dliscussion wasg carricd on wWith ISA members outside Ncw ¥Ynrk. The cX-
act proceedings arc obsacure, but no formel vote woe taken, and Woll-
heim dcclored the club dAlsaclved., This legal omission Sykora seized
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“ upon in an attempt to reorgonizce the club two yeore loter,

Financial settlementa were mode, therc were shoddy incldents, and
the end of the ISA wasg anything but glorioug. A finol issue of thc
International Qbsgerver vag devoted almost entirely to newe of the dia-
golution, and argumente against Sykore., Down towerd the end of Woll-
heim’s general news column, he suggested thot fane vho werc really in-
terested Join the rising Science Tiction Ascociation, which had head-
quarters in ™gland, A surprising number did so. Tollheim’s pestige
was on the rise.

Fantasy Magazine wog gone and the ISA woas gone, There was ne
longer any single organization or group vhich could claim the headehip.
There wag a general concession of prestige to Wollheim peresonally, but
agide from thisg, all central tendencies were. onc.

TH® SWCOND WANDOM FINDS ITSWLF

The field had been leveled to the ground; it wne time for the
emergence of o new order. If no new order dAid cmerge, then fandom wae
finisghed.

A2 thcre had becn ¢ scramble to toke Fantaegr Mogrzine’s ploce,
go there whg © scramble to take the ISA’s place og lending f an orgo-
nization., Several New Vork clubg mode only portially successful at-
tempte. Philedclphia 2lwers rides thru storme with the leoat chanze,
and the Philadelphia 3cience Flction Soclety woaes gtill functioning ase
gtoutly as cver. They collcd the Third Coavention., Ag the time for
that gothering, October 20, 1937, drew ncor, there woe talk of using
it to form a federation of fontasr clube, gince mony locol groups,
auch asg the Loe Angecles STA-SFL and the OKl"homa Scicntifiction Asegoc-
intion, ag well ng gpcciclized horizZontel guilde, were doing or had
ghown capability of doing vwell in spite of the collanse of the headship.

Thrilling Jonder’a plnce in the DPOfC““lOﬂ”l ficld hnd been found
ond thinge therec hrd stcodied down, ~e SFL wee continued, and there
wos gomennt more incentive to form lor 1 groupe when they could be
part of the lrrger SFL ond their meetinge rcported in TWS,

The new Scicnce Wiction fan wae beginning to te recognized as the
lending fan mogazine. A multitude of minor publications continucd to
dppcar, 2nd more were being nrojccted ~11l the time. The chcap hekto-
graph wag definitely the medium, —

So much for the mcong., Whtt woe to be the end® Thnt were-fons
to talk about? Moset of them vere tired of diccusging storics; some
very active fang no longer boucht 2nd read thce ecicnce-fiction moga-
zines regularly. The fon mrgazines at this time wore filled mainly
7ith news of --themgelves, A typicel column of gsoscip viould report
that A had given B the rlghtp to bie m°g321nc’" neme; thet “would il-
lustrate the 2llegedly October igsuc of D’s mogrzine, thet W oand F werce »
going to NeWw Vork to cce G bofore the Convention, thst E had brokcn i
hig cegsocioation with I, and would publish their mrgrzine 2lone, on the -
hekto ingtead of mimeo.

The nearcst thing to 2 contemmorary rccognition of the choange that
had occurred was San loekowitz’ °This hanging Tendency Anong ™an Mags-
zinee®, in which he cnlled nttention to their crowing independence
and cggerted that 211 professional mrgazines micht 2o out of existence
and fandom Would continuc on its way.

Fang had found & new center of interest: themeclves ond their own
activities,
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