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hews of the 1941 Science Fiction Convention at Denver, Colorado, USA, 
is just beginning io trickle in. An airmail letter from Forrest Ackerman 
brought the first comments and copies of the "Denyenticn" VOICE OF THE 
IiviAGI-NATION/ , RYT’S DEN VENT I ON. SHEET and Ferry’s Denvention publication 
have been sent to British fandom. By the courtesy of FANTaSY FICTION FI­
ELD there follows a potted account of the convention :

_ Los Angeles Science Fiction Society wins 42 convention bid over rivals 
.. Frisco Washington and Philly ... honor guest Heinlein beloved by all: 
author and charming wife feted at banquet ... sixty-ei^it re gis ter" ... 28 
states represented ... but nearly one hundred turn up ... costumed fans 
include Morojo as Merritt's Frog Woman, Kni^it as John Star, E.E-Evans'as 
iihean Birdman, 4E as hunchback of Notre Dame, Widner as "Granny”- from 
“SLaN" , Korshak as spook, Rustebar as Hubbards ''Tramp”, DaugierW as* X5OG 
wor-ji- o.i spacesuit, Chet Cohen as Nehemiah Scudder (Heinlein’s Frcohet) 
Kornbluth as a mad scientist with blood on his hands, Heinlein as'"Idam 
Stink the world’s most life-like robot”, Leslyn Heinlein as Niafer from 

L- . of Earth” , Mukeul as the Improbable Man, and Doc Lownd'es as a 
Z-mbie with throat cut fren ear to ear ... prizes went to Evans, Dau^ierty 
and Ackerman in that order ... auction terrific, Korshak auctioneer •.»• 
Dau herty recorded entire convention on 65 discs.... he also awarded five 
medals; Wiggins for the best fanzine, Roy Hunt for the.best fan art; Ju­
lius Unger for the best news fanzine; 4E for best general activities; & 
Damon Knight f>r the best humour ... similar medals to be premanent fe­
ature of future conventions ... S.D. Gottesman takes chair at (joke) mee­
ting while fans preent vote to hold next years Con in Piccadilly Bomb - 
Shelter ... forty fans, attending banquet, wind-up convention/... Allen 
Class, Ohio fan, wins the Denvention award.

: : 0 : : 0 : : 0 :; 0 : : 0 : : 0 • • 0 : : 0 : : 0 : : 0 : : o : : 0 : : 0 : : 0 : :
^jcrne little a Widner's FANFaRE confined an artxle by Damon 

Kni^it dealing with the real need for a national (American) science fic­
tion organisation which would do things and not be actuated by feuds and 
sim_ar unhelpful activities. A worthwhile responce followed from both 
new and old fans and the society is in a fair way towards a’’successful 
atart.’The name chosen is The National Fantasy Fan Federati'®-^ ~x~ 
Bulletin is entitled BONFIRE. Copies of the first issue of 
diuriouted to those who have applied for membership of the 
sc far) and to the members of the FAPa and Front! ~ 
elude a proposed constitution, the idea behind it 
estions, a ballot form for the first election -

and its 
Is have been 
?F (s qme 64 

er Society<JTcentente in- 
. . . - ------- --------- _w, various helpful sugg­
estions, a nallot form for the first election - those standing include; 
Ton wright and I.R.Chauvenet for president; Robert Studley and So go for 
ice-president; Elmer Perdue is the sole applicant for secretai*y-treasu­

rer - and these peoples’ platforms for hffice. It is not yet known whet- 
Britishers are eli gable for membership but the address for enquiries" is
Art Widner Jr, Box 122, Bryantville, Massachusetts, U.S.A.
: : X :: _X : : X : : X : : XX : : X : : X : : X::X::X::X::X::X::X:: 

FUTURIAN WAR DIGEST is an amateur magazine devoted .to the interests of 
science fantasy fans. Edited by J. Michael Rosenblum, 4 Grange Terrace, 
Chapeltown, Leeds 7, England. Price 3d per copy, 3/- per year (12 issues) 
or 75 cents to Americans. Reciprocal exchange with similar publications 
welcome. Comments and contributions .gratefully .received.
:: X :: X :: X :: X :: X ;: X :: X :: X :: X :: X :: X :: X :: X :: X ::
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Do "Fan Dance"- this month’. Our Samive'I so overWelmed with the after­
math of his hectic holiday, in Liverpool, together with a re-organist­
ion of H. clerical duties (he says) that he has had no time to put 
cut his maglet ... whilst on the subject of meetings , Arthur Williams 
reports seeing Dave McIlwain, Jack Gibson and Jack Banks within the 
|he month, a grand "bag" Art, and I, for one, am jealous ... Another 

‘‘call-up; Eric Hopkins reports to the R.A.F. on August’ 31st, best of 
luck to you Eric. ... Paging Spaceways Annissue! "Reriny" mentions that 
sent his almost unique copy of Spaceways (the rest get drowned) round

If

and came to the appare- 
Nc comments escape 

tter from Bert lewis to 
taken, and will have a 

ave asked him for one . 
Received Recently”, and 

-to say nothing of "Gleaning" have been been missing 
of course, but psrsis- 
e us try cur hardest to 
, comments oh last mon­
ph an" and "Fan Dance" , 
d ... the first issue cf 
expected the art work 

rather shows up FIDO’s 
,ce. An intri guing s’eries

he 
fandom about six months ago, and its present whereabouts are unknown, 
its you who have it please send it back to him or ring Whitehall 1212 
joke for British readers ... the brains trust is at work. E.0.Williams & 
S.L.Birchby are already at work thinking cut a'-programme for the recons­
titution of active fandom once the presenr spot cf bother is disposed of, 
its. a good idea - we must have our Peace Aims ■ ready,. even the sxf. ones. 
... Ralph Orme mentions that "Fli iit" began a series cf articles on Aug. 
7th, dealing with "Racket Propulsion" by Ranchester-, but’mainly about use 
under atmospheric conditions ... two latest supporters of the Futurian 
Sccis^y’ idea are those energetic Londoners Art Williams and Ken Bulmer . 
•• it seems that we have been had. Some time ago we printed a'report of 
a convention at Sydney, Australia (and FAZ Digest has it too!-) Latest ish 
cf Tuckers Le Zombie mentions the account of the convention circulated 
through, fandom and adds that before printing it Bob c onside reek the almost 
miraculous success of the affair together with the fact that no regular 
Aussie fanzine since that date has mentioned it, 
ntly justifiable-conclusion that it was all a hcaix 
our firmly closed editorial lips but..... last le' 
us mentions that he has just had a new photograph 
few spare copies available for those people who h 
.. you have probaly noticed that "Introducing*’, "J 
magazine reviews,- 
frem our pages of late. Its due tc lack' cf space 
tent requests, especially .for the first, will -mak 
get them squeezed in, in future. And incidentally 
ths issue welcomed the appearance of both "Biblic 
the former in particular seems to fill a real’'nee- 
Harry Turner’s ZELITH has just arrived. As we all 
is its strong point, and indeed the whole format 
rou "h and ready and, hastliy put together appearan 
"The Future of, Civilisation" commences in this nqmber and-there are arti­
cles by John F. Burke, Maurice K. Hanson and Ted
a poem by C.S.Youd and a full-parge illustration by Harry, of a concept of 
Edgar-Allan Roe’s. Well worth investigating if the fifty copy maximum is 
not yetJ< reached. ... the August issue cf "Tomorrow", a worthwhile magaz­
ine that we have mentioned before, contains the third consecutive article 
by Eric Frank Russell. Entitled "World Invasion" it with alien air or 
space craft which appears tc be indicated by a considerable amount of 
Fortean data ... Harry Turner’s article ‘Creed.of an Atheist pu> lishe 
in the March 3,940 FALTAST is tc be translated into. Esperanto and repurl- 
19hed in "Satana Bulteno" - an old-established Esperanto magazine, now 
being put out by Morojc cf LOS Angeles. , S’all for now, cheerio .•••••

Carnell. Not to mention
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"aRKHAm HOVSB" PROJECT LEV SERIES OF WEIRD STORIES -r■ ■ -l " ■ ■ ■ I I ■ »—.11 ■■ —  I— II     II ■ ■ ■ I ■ • ■    - --
Two years ago "Arkham House", publishers, published the first of the Love-
craft memorial Trilogy entitled "The 
the moment preparing, a second volume 
ounce the impending, publication of a 
series of compact full-length books 
of weird tales to sell at $2 each,de- 
pending on the success of the first, 
due on October 1st. This is actually 
"Someone in the Dark", a ' select! on cf 
sixteen stories by August Derleth, & 
considered by him to be amongst his 
best. Possible succeeding volumes 
are works of Clark Ashton Smith and 
Henry Si Whitehead, and an anthology 
of best-, stories from Weird Tales ma­
gazine. Address is Arkham House,Sauk 
City Wisconsin, USA; if you care to 
’.’rite, but what we in England can do 
about it is more than doubtful.
Other Items ---- .-------------------------------------

Andre maurois’ " Th ought-Head! ng 
machine"’, scheduled for. .March publi­
cation in the "Guild 6d" .series, has 
at long last appeared. A firstclass 
tale.

Number 7 of the 1/- series o-f- ■ ■ 
"Jolly Isovels" is a reprint of "'The 
Amazing Spectacles" by Noel Godber; 
It is supposed to be a "nau^ity" bo- 
ok>, and deals with a pair of. specs, 
which render all non-living organic- 
material transparent; in particular, 
clothes. Plot, writing, humour(*?)' - ' 
not recc ommended.

a couple'of current "remainder" 
books are "Bride of Frankenstein" .by 
•hichael E gremont (nuff said') "and one| 

-by Hannen Swaffer, "When Den Talk 
•Truth", a number of short fictional­
ised accounts"of psychic studies.
BOOK REVIEV | " from Bert Lewis. I 

a recently published • book which may 
be of interest to. you is "The Twenty­
fifth Hour" by Herbert Best (Cape 8/\ 
The taleiis based...on - the supposition 
that the war continued indefinitely, 
that it extended to America,- that no 
means rf extermination shocked the 
leaders of the belligerents. America 
and -Europe bec.cme vraste lands’, peopled 
by the few bands of marauders, who 
contrive topreserve their coherence.

Outsider and t bhers" , ■.'and they are at- 
for the presfe. However, they now ann-

F-rik"S. heedham Called Up
•We now have fuller details of Erik 

Leedhan’s position.at the•moment,fol - 
ilowing the bare announcement lost.mo­
nth of the receipt of his call-up no­
tice. Erik is now an RAF Fli^it Leeh- 

lanic in embryo, stationed at a holiday 
camp near Filey on the Yorkshire cdist- 
only some 70 miles from Leeds. He ex-H 
pects to be there for about five weeks 
before being tranferred for a further- 
course.

a FEW VQRLS FLOE EPIC F.RUSSELL
San Youd has taken me by durpri se 

with his comments on Gold’s letter (in . 
Fan Dance lio. 1,Aug. 1941). San’s usua­
lly well-balanced and not one of these 
scon made tipsy by his own emotions. 
However he(s s-li.pped up this .time, and. 
I hope FIDfcwiil give me space in wh--..- 
■ich to answer .him. ■

To start with, Horace L. Gold made 
not the sli latest suggestion that 90/u 
of the American publis: .share his own 
views. That he did say was that 90m of •' 
those who do share his views are ..being 
muzzled, neither did he advicate 
"Ghandi" (Gandhi?) method® against"" 
Panzer divisions. America is -net being 
attacked by Panzer divisions, and-..Gold 
has not chosen to reveal the strat-Xgy- 
he favours should America ever be xat- 
tacked by;Panzer divisions. mY

As f or _-ne , Sam tells the worldutha- 
I’-ve ■ nd.--.intention of "practising the 
querulousness’" I preach. Since San 
doesn’t know what I preach, much less 
what I’m practising, and hasn’t the 
faintest idea of my intentions now. or 
at any time in the future, his comment 
is sheer twaddle. This-is most unusual 
coning from such a source. Has. the 
Hone Guard introduced him to ‘ that. s tr-f 
ange stuff called beer?

Very Sincerely
(signed) E. F. Russell.
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Canada has juss got her second weird magazine 1 Rumoured 
printed by one cf the country’s largest publishers. EERI1 
will appear "Jhis month’. (July) Was supposed to be cut a~ 
bout June 15 vh but no sign yet. New Canadian magazines 

slew in appearing, though. I havn’t any de- 
that Leslie A.- Croutch sold his fifth story 
first issue. You’re ri.git--— that nasty

--------------- -------------- are usual 1 
tails at tine of writing excep- 
"A Dictator DieslJ, to i" for the 
nan gets killed’.

Donald Wolheim am Oliver X. Saari had stories in Canada’s UNCANNY Tk 
LES, the June issue. leslie A. smutch1 s third- sale “Dancing Partner” was 
also in the sane issue•

Oliver £?aari again - he has just sold a 5000 worderGhost World” to 
Lowndes for -either SF or SFQ. Also sold "Gold Mine” to Pohl, of ASTONISHING 
This is the story which Clifford D. Simak said, would’nt succeed because the 
idea was too hard co put over successfully. Saari went- ahead just the sane. 
Saari has'also had accepted "The Toor" by ASF, a 1500. ’.worder.

Watch for Basil Wells. He’s a,i up and coning writer soon to appear in 
fantasy. 'He sold His "Factory In The Sky" to ASTONISHING; "The Giant" to
COSMIC; & is rewriting a 5000 worder for PLANET. His "The Skull" ajjpeared 
in UNCANNY TALES under his wife’s name, Margaret Wells. This Wells is a 
very prtlifis writer, having written and submitted "Robot Casanova"; "Pion­
eers of Space"; “Slaves of Zutar" ;' “Land of the WEE"; "...asters cf Smallness" 
"Other Men"; "Gray World"; "Nitha of the Blue World" ; "Or usader" ; "Within 
the Bowl" and "The Doubles" so various stf and fantasy mags cf late-.
c * ■ : 6 : : o :: 6 : : o : : 0 : c : : 0 : : a : : 0 : : c : : o : : o : : 0 : : o : :

apd this month we,have

.. .. o. u el ' o k 5a-l S'-E Q U I M.
compiled, conducted and arranged by T. HUGHES 

Mark the following statements "True” or "False" and then, turn overleaf 
and see how right you were, 'no peeping the’). For amusement :only.
1. No stories by M. J.Breuer have appeared in "Astounding Stories".
2. Verrill’s story "The Inner World" which- was in Amazing was reprinted in
5. ToV was the first English SF story publication. "Tales on Wonder" 
4."Faster than Light" is a story title that has been used by at least-;-’3 "

different SF authors.
5.One well-known SF magazine published an annual. 1 . •
6. "Famous Fantastic Mysteries" was the title cf the first SF magazine t'c

contain all reprints. '
7. At least one story by H.P.Lovecraft has appeared in Amazind Stories J
8. No ma gazine has ever published two ori gihal .stories by the same author' 

in one number.
?dve{?'fcur?Sn2f Buck Rogers have been published in Amazing Stories.

10. Fantasy' and "Wonder Stories" have both published stories that were 
afterwards reprinted b/y "Amazing Stories".

11. "astounding Stories" was the only SF mag to feature. stories by Victor
Rousseau. ''

12. After two issues ".air Wonder Quarterly" was merged with "Science Won-% 
der Quarterly.

13. "Miracle Stories" was one of five American SF mags to appear before’33.
14. "The Gcstak Distims The Dcshes" was the title of a stry by Dr. Miles 

. J. Breuer which aroused much comment.-
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THE F U T U R I a N S 0 C I E T Y 0 F G T . B R I TAI N
Last month, as you will no doubt remember, I vaguely mentioned the idea 
of a "Futurian Society of Great Britain"- It was, in sh&rt, "flying a 
kite". To date, however, the response has hardly been sufficient to Jud­
ge whether such an organisation would or would not be desirable.. One per­
son is definitely against, one is siftin': on the fence, and six in all, 
(R.G.Silburn, J.Gibson, I).Webster, J.Parr, J.E.Rennison & T.Overton) are 
backing the idea. How, before proceeding any further ? I feel more resp­
onse is essential, and many suggestions will be needed.,

So I am going to ask the active portion of the FIDO clientele to pass 
round a special chainletter and incorporate their ideas in it-- Answer 
Yea or Nay as it were. And I particularly want to know the reactions of 
.any ex-officers of the SFA.

Hie skeleton suggestion is that of regularising the various activit- 
in British fandom today, especially those circulating round FIDO. WE have 
a library, for example, in 3 .F .Exchange. Notepaper and sxxx±xpx member- 
cards are easily availble if desired. It seems to me that no dues (except 
the sub to FIDO, perhaps) are really essential nor need more that a very 
minmum of officers be chosen. For the time being I can act as organiser, 
no funds need no treasurer, a titular President mi tit be a good idea,and 
as ideas for activities arise (as I hope they will) capanle persons to 
fill the vacanses ..can be discovered. A good example is S F Exchange once 
again with Jack Gison. What are your ideas?

And; are you or aren’t you in favour? Remember, no demand, no society. 
II fl 1 II It t II III t II II ! II II ! H if I H II t II II t H I 1 U II I I’ ” I " tf I i II t II II 1 II >1 f II H t i! II t If If f II fl 1 II fl , II If | || It f || ii f II ;i t

PERSONAL COLUMN
WANTED Any Docket Society’s mags or 

bulletins. List to D.W.Gard­
iner,48 King Edward Ave ,Worthing, Sx 

A.Dewick,25 Grove St. ,Ov^nden,Hal­
ifax, would like a penfriend, over 
21, in London, who will .exchange 
letters on SF & general topics.

R.G.Silburn, The Dingle ,Rhydybeiln 
Aberystwyth, would like to swap sere 
back nos of "Flying" for SF nags. 
URGENTLY REQUIRED OLE "STAN" no.2. , 
Write stating Price to Edwin MacDo­
nald, 25 Dochfour Drive,Inverness. 
FOR SaLE in good condition, write 

first. Amazing,Feb 37 9d 
Dynamic ,Feb ,Apr. 39 o 6d ; Marvel ,Aug 
Nov. 38,Feb .Apr .Aug. 39 $ 6d; Science 
Fiction,Mar. Jun.Aug. 39 iD 6d; Start­
ling, Jan.Mar .May .Jun. 39 ^6d; T.W.3. 
all 37, all 38, Feb .Apr. Jun. 39 6d
prices are for single copies. D.Ho­
uston, 142 Ardington Rd,Northampton. 
WANTED Vcl.l of Pelican "Outline of 
the Universe" - J. G.Crowther. Will 
pay 1/- for quick delivery. J. Parr

WERE YOU RIGHT? H H QUIZ ANSWERS
I. f alse ; 2.false ; 3.false ; 4»true ; 5 .true 
6. false ; 7. true ; 8. false ; 9 .true ; 10.true
II. false;12.false;13 , true;14-false. 
Well, how many did you know? and how 
many did you guess wrong? Another 
quiz soon, this time provided by Rob 
Silburn of Aberystwyth.

Pers onal C olumn (continued)
26 Edward StsShelton,Stoke-on-Trent

Larry B. Farsaci of 48 Lewis St, 
Rochester, NY, USA, wishes to comp­
lete his file of Novae Terrae. Can 
anybody over here help him?

Letters 30 fai, month from.:-
Julian Parr, Bert Lwwis,. Eric Frank 
Russell, Edwin Macdonald, D.Hous ton 
C.R.Forster, Eric Hopkins, Terence 
Overton, and Erik Needham to which 
I may not have time to reply ..abject 
apologies' to those xix missed out.

We can still do with some more 
subserbers. so .if you know of anybody 
who would like a specimen copy tej^J
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/? >0 z- Very funny, isn’t it, that after I have
7/of/ wt// rAj?jCJ2/'>L'Cnentioneci in my monthly Newsletter how lack

V of space prevents the inclusion of sundry
----- — ' J departments, that Kan Bulmer should pres­

ent me with this extra side. So, to start off with we will deal with seme 
recent fanmaggery. The July 41 SHRANGRI-LA is dedicated to Ted Carnell - 
with a Bonny little picture of (presumably) this gentleman in a rather 
Americanised version of the.pre-this-war British cavalry uniform, not to 
mention a beautiful sabre .. and apparently a sergeant too; except that 
the chevrons are upside down. Never mind, its a friendly thou^it. Two of 
Ted’s articles grace the following pages together with one by Bill Craw­
ford, and one of Hoy Ping ^ongs. (^cb Tucker). For the first time another 
of HPP’s is allowed to appear in the July IB ZOLZBIE, wherein detective 
Pong deduces the adventures of some of those long-sufferring envelopes & 
wrapping papers which pass from £an to fan. And the drafting of "Sully" 
Roberds , Tucker’s bosom pal, reveals his first name to be "Clarence". He 
is with the AA Artillery at Camp Wallace, Texas. The long-awaited second 
issue of Damon Knrght’s SNIDE came out at last with a truly wonderful 
cover. It is fandoms only humour fanzine and is particularly good at fu­
rious satires, such as "Call for Captain Past" & "Via Sweepstakes" which 
are in this issue. Ron Holmes has an article in too. THE DAMN THING for 
May reveals that Bradbury, Joquel and Yerke of Los Angles are Pacifists, 

y a cover on which they are seen in a concentration camp guarded by the 
ultra-patriotic John C. Miske, whilst Gillings and I sympathise from the 
wings. The issue attacks Miske and Dau 3ierty, contains L.A. news and, in 
general, debunks fandom. Other recent fanzine arrivals are THE FANTASITE, 

AUSTRA FANTASY: CFS REVIEW: TELEFAN: SPACEWARD: POLARIS: and ZEUS.

A COMPLETE SURPRISE was the arrival this morning (Aug 30th) of a record 
from Walt Dau dierty and a certain Ferry Ackerman of Los Angeles. It was 
actually a message to Ted Oar he 11 but Ted is circulating it around fan­
dom as suggested by 4e. Best wishes are sent to quite a few Britishers', 
in particular, the Londoners and Walt discourses on the then-forthoomiig 
SHRANGRI-LA and his FAPA pub. CYCLOPS. It is a distinct thrill to hear 
the voices of the elite of US fandom and it certainly gives one a sense 
of the elimination of distances. I hope as many British fans as possible 
will get a chance to hear this unique record. Both Walt-and 4e have' fire 
speaking voices and in spite of the inevitable scratches caused by the 
long journey it has gad to come, practically every word is distincly 
audible - indeed the various hesitations and indecision as to what to 
say make the whole thing very human. I, for one, am glad that it is not 
a stilted and carefully written message; but a strai tit from the heart 

. talk between. Thanks very much, Los Angeles!

MAGAZINE REVIEW
Famous Fantastic Mysteries - August 1941 Vol.3,No'.3

Contains the complete herrittale "The Metal Monster" together with one 
rather poor short story, not wothry of mention. Metal Monster is quite 
a good story in a slightly different vein to Merritt’s usual, but is by 
no means up to the standard of most of his work. Leals with a hidden city 
in the bowels of the earth where a freak of evolution has produced intei 
Hi gsnt met/alis life of a hi order, living together in a somewhat 
similar style to an anthill. And of course there is the beautiful human 
"queen", who introduces our heroes to this strangs world.



MEW TI ME CAPSULE by t.. t h e '. Her mi t of the. High! • mds.
A new time capsule, to be. opened- .in 294-1? is to be buried near Hol­
lywood, The contents of the capsule will consist of, among other ar- • 
.tic2.es of like . nature, Dorothy Lamour's sarong, Marlene Dietrich-'s 
silk stockings:-Mary Pickford’s curl:. Charlie 'Chaplin1 s shirt: sig­
ned pictures of stars,. Durbin, Davis etc’.

(Yeah, that’s what I think tool) ■ ■ i
EDITORIAL ■. ■

ThJSj.s in lieu of S.P. proper. The next ish will be 'a'combined Cepu 
uc-b issue, and we want some materi-C. to publish -- otherwise. ■■■?-- 
in hand a snorter of an. article by Jabk Banks,’ a little -stpry'. -that 
-3 tops. i:-y a newcomer to Fandoms'• writers who is on artist into- ths 
bargain, see above. Poor reproduction makes'th0" pic-. hasy., bu ’ it 
sure is^a honey. The above offering by the ’’Hermit of the" ’ HiglildhU's-- - - • 
is the fjrst of a new series.’ You're surc-”to’lik-e thes-e. <1 ..exoect i ‘. 
am late with this, but it will bear repetition.’Art Williams is well7”"”’' 
again,.and plans to edit a super 'zine called UNIQUE. Rally around-- 
botn him and myself, in the-'shape of BP. Tell me what you don’t'like 
uoout BoP., ana uhen correct it by contributing something that1 you 
do .Like, Until I sec yen; in ppi nt, next issue. Clear Ether,

Printed by H,. a, Bulmer, 195?; High Street. Lewisham, and. very kindly 
ciisoributed vith rucui’ian \7ur Digest by J, Michael Rosenblum Esq, ,

„ •

tic2.es


■' by Dennis Tucker , '

Rodney Stuart was dying. He didn’t need anyone to tell him of it, 
either Lying perfectly still in the Hospital Tent, he stared through ra- 
nidly dimming eyes at the sloping canvas above him. No, h.e: wasn’t afraid* 
he would go out for the some cause as many other Stuarts had died. King 
and Country’ All, well, life had been worthwhile, and thirty-four Les., 
two Junkers and two Heinkels wasn’t such a bad bag, after all.

The roof of the tent grew darker, receded... a small crowd of doc­
tors and nurses had gathered about, his bed. One of the men felt his heart 
and shook his head sadly, turning away. The tent roof became.y.darker. . . .. 
vanished, the people about receded as far distant stars, and all was im­
penetrable blackness. All feeling left him. But wait... . what was this... 
a soft yellow glow began once more to light the room, he... GOOD GODT... 
he seemed to be suspended from the tent roof, and was looking down at,,, 
at a doctor and white cl.'id nurse slowly draw sheets, up over a still face 
...HIS face: They turned off the light and walked out Yet somehow the ' 
soft yellow light seemed stronger than before, He followed them, yet was 
not conscious of movement, he felt no muscular control, seemed-rather, to, 
f 1 o ■ it after them

Outside, ho watched the night fighter patrol taking off..- He ascen­
ded with them, floating upward in long spirals; he kept,, level without 
conscious effort. '.HAT was that’ A lone Me. hurtling, down on Dick Bent­
ley’s tail-., look out man’ ■ But they seemed not to notice it. ’.'hat was 
wrong with the' roois'?T.~7“’few more seconds and Dick, his bosom pal, would 
be spinning earthward. Frantically, ho drew up to the cockpit and peered 
in, tried to shout, but -with no effect. In desperation, he somehow'' HUR-. 
LED himself at the ’plane. . .

Game a burst of grreen electric fire, and utter oblivion, through wh- 
* ich a voice was whispering . . .have fulfilled your task of saving One
« Earthly life, and are now permitted to pass on to the next plane, where..1’

A shattered Ke. spun to Earth, crashed sickeningly; and Dick Bentley­
wheeled his ’plane, came round in a steep curve, and landed, white-faced\

In the Flight-Commander’s office, he spoke, shakily...
“..I was unaware of the me. on my tail, when suddenly my machine ro-- 

eked, violently, off course, and into a spin, and, God Sir, I swear that 
as I pulled out I saw, Lord, I saw Rod Stuart1s race peering into the 
cockpit from... from outside”

TIIJ TACKS la complied by Don J. Doughty: at 31, Bexwell Road., DownhL"Mkt,' 
-•oriolk; by the kindness of Michael Rosenblum it is duplicated and dis­
tributed monthly -- so far --with his FIDO



TT7

THANK HEAVEN FOR HEINLEIN say Ted Cornell

Tt -takes all kinds of readers to make up circulation, and it tases 
nany Unis of abhors to please those readers. Bob Heinlein has fast_ 
-ipvploned into one of the most controversial authors oi the ne. -oh. 
ool" I’m rot surprised that Dennis Tucker-, John Morgan and aric Neeo- 

are ™ tfeLany who do not “taW to Heinleinyaww. The = 
are in the minority though, or Bob wouldn't keep awning in ASTOUITHH.u.

Bob’s yarns are mainly psychological, you don't need telling that. 
Thev also deal in possible world politics of the future, for bob is a 
close follower of presentday politics. His latest themes ore not pin 
ned down to trivial details, but embrace as much space in psychology 
and politics as Doc Smith covers in parsecs and star systems. You 11 
have to read Bob more carefully if you want to understand and enjoy 
his work. He goes over my head at times, and more of ten tnon not 1 
know plenty about what he is driving at before the yorij sees print.

Bob’s first three stories in AST were typical of the usual run of 
Campbell’s requirements — except that in my opinion "Requiem" is one 
of the finest shorts yet published, and in still my favorite Heinlein- 
yarn. Then came ”If This Goes 0n...h the first of his psychological 
stories. It was a well-thought-out possibility of National Socialism - 
- you wouldn’t enjoy it, Dennis, if you don’t follow politics, (Hub­
bard's "Final Blackout’1 must have been oven more distasteful to you,)

"Logic of Empire" and "Coventry’’ ore the only two stories, of his 
which haven’t made the grade with myself, and I think, that if I road 
through his stories in the chronological order given in the May AST, 
I’ll understand them better, ’’Blowups Happen", "The Roads Must Roll", 
and "Solution Unsatisfactory" are all deep-reading stories, but the 
brilliant writing enables Bob to get by with his themes. How else would 
"Sixth Column" have got by?

"Universe", Eric Needham! I thought this was one of the simplest 
of Bob’s stories. The theme hasn’t been used a great deal, and his ha­
ndling of the characters was suporb. Couldn't you imagine thos people 
enshrouded in myths handed down from, one generation to another, until 
the originals had been lost? And, too, you knew that a sequel was fol­
lowing -- "Methuselah’s Children" will clear up the "so what?" ques­
tions you have asked. On the contrary, Heinlein doesn't write "point­
less" stories. Over your head you mean! The "point" of his yarns is 
not so obvious as the usual type of space-adventure story depicts.

I thank Heaven, Mr, Campbell and Bob himself, for bringing a fresh 
slant on stf literature -- we were getting a little too much of Schach- 
aSr’s, Vincent’s and Wellman's.

OF COURSE you know that Rogers is painting covers for the next three 
ASTOUNDINGs, but maybe you don’t know that they will be for these sto­
ries; September, Asimov’s "Nightfall"; October, Heinlein’s "By His Bo­
otstraps"; November, for IL E. Smith’□ , as yet unnamed sequel to "Gray 
Lensman", But you know now!
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Ttiitp CASE of the FRIEKDL’i CORPSE . 
feature novel" in UNKiro-.^. - . ••

Thio is an illogical 
graduate suddenly finds himself \ graduate of 
dimonsion of demonsThe story rorble,^ on ■•■no. 
tricks and monotonous incant itions of those demons,
hero brings a Sultan who has been murdered, bad: to 
Sultan, who has been dead for. such, a long time that 

nt odour .about him. ( .
md blue) 5 goes into spasms of love for our ncr-< 
sgust and ill-concealed nausea.. 'The reason for

, but thinks 
ixod in with 
Friends’' . In

ctor

e.dly unplo a
slightly bloated

-to the latter’s l__ . .. .
is that our horo's assistant, who is dccidealy w 
really brilliant (I know several such people), h 
life-restorer the great magic elixir of "How to 
end, the hero and his sweetheart (there’s one.in almost every 
and this one’s no exception) aro confronted with the.entire organiza­
tion of demons, the latter entertaining thought of wiping out the for­
mer. But at the last moment (very surprisingly) our young friends aro 
saved by the Ghosts of Richard tho Lion-Heart, Robin Hood, assorted 
heroes, long do?d, etc., etc., and all live happily ever riour.^ .

ho i
the

story is by no means up to tho usual Hubboro. s uaridard, bub is ended in 
such a manner that tho" reader is left suspended in mid-air, about two 
foot above tho seat of hie chair.

................ Jack Fonsky oi UbA

ASTONISHING Stories ----------------------------------- September.’41 --------
SiJSdft’d’snan'fake s The cover, a decent, but colourful painting by bob 
Sherry, with his novelet, ’'liars Tube” - average talc for SDG, o± az ch­
an olo gists who, unfortunately, thought that impossible sounding parts 
c>P Martian history were just fiction... Second novelet is Harry Hal­
ton’s story of Mining on Toroga, Planet of Sirious -’’Radiation Trap1' . 
The most outstanding short is Asimov’s science-packed ” Super-Neutron1'j 
tho other - 7 - shortd being Paul Edmonds’ “Tree of Life" - a strange, 
nan-’, but not flesh, eating‘tree in a re-discovered Edon- '’Farewell to 
Fuzzies” by Henry Hasse; Pl. R. Hint er bo than1 s ” Invent or Die”; “Factory 
i1'- tho Sky” - the battle of production, with sabotage, tr-ansfored to m 
artificial asteroid - from Basil E.Hells; “Pin the Medals on Pod' - a 
future 'tec goes all Sherlock Holmes with the help oi a volume of loo 
- by Anton Roods; F.E.Long’s “Plague from. Tomorrow’1 ; and “Solar Plexus 
by Janes Blish. Illustrations from Bok, Thopp, Korey, and Roy Isip.

ASTOUNDING Science-Fiction -------------------Agust ’41 ------------------------- - —
Rogors-covor novelet is the second of hat Scliachnor’s spa.co-lai.yor se­
rie’s, ’’Jurisdiction” , and Old Fireball still hasn’t gotten the best of 
Kerry Dale. Theo Sturgeon has the other novelet, another 'new5 plots, 
concerning a little man who took the wrong car, and found out to late, 
’’Biddiver” . A peach of a time-travelling, backwards to kill your en­
emy's ancestors, short from Jack Nil liaison, “Backlash”. A newcomer, 
William Carson, introduces ’’Klystron Fort” , a new wav-defence measure, 
in a fast-moving short. The remaining tale is Raymond Z.Gallun’s "Lie- 
toor Legacy”, and’ what a legacy’.- Current Serial is part II of Heinleirfs 
“Methuselah’s Children”. Hilly Ley article ”Prelude to Engineering”, 
and JWC’s editorial "Atomic Power vs. Coal” both very good. Nothing out­
standing in illustrations', from i.’.Isip, Roll, Krarer, Orban, Rogers, CS.
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ODD ITEMS'- VW (meaning I? the co.'wn.ar), Hrwe heard the voices of fait 
DaUglierty? and Forrest J. A.ob-«i‘-'.an? t :o ox the very fdrer.ost fans o i 
Los' Angelos, that ceutx>o of fanactivities supreme? where? incidentally? 
the 1947 r.'or-ld STF Convention is to bo convened. Yes? ’twas on .-one- of 
those famed LARecords, addressed to Ted Carnell, 'which has just started 
around the country; I’ll not go into details? "as Eichael will be.hav­
ing a complete transcription of it? which he will doubtless publish. 
One of the grandest experiences I’ve yet had? to hear thorn chatting 
away about Shangri-Land, the Denvention? etc .. . . Les Or out ch, for-er.cst 
fan on the Canadian side of the border? has had his fifth sale? this 
time to FUTURE FICTIO11, titled 11 Salvage Job”thinks that he’s sold a 
sixth? and is working on 11 a jin-dandy”. he hopes to submit to UN...... 
Until he made his firfct sale to Uolhcim a while ago Ray Bradbury had 
boon writing 1000 words a day? for two years - 700,000 words.The 
feature novelet in November ASTONISHING will be a sequel to 11 Into Dar­
kness”, by Ross Rocklynno? entitled "Daughter of l nr lo uss1, . . . . John W. 
Campbell Jr. has an article corning up in America’s click ESQUIRE soon? 
”iiart;ians Like it Dry” .. . . .You Jmow that Street A Smith have been sel­
ling off many of the original s of their Brown covers? hell, you’ll El­
even be able to buy up any of those great Ro :ers paintings from them. 
Hubert Rogers doesn’t sell S&S the painting, only the right to repro­
duce it, (News items courtesy of FANTASY NE’.’S and CROUTCH NEPS)
** <• o «» • , •» • ’ •' •• "• •» •/ *» •*'*.'* •' •' •' **./' ' '• •' /’ .*•* /*. *' *• -•*. " *' " _•*. ’• *•'“ ."tv "t. .. /. /*/.-. •. •: .... .v ...... . .
TI. TACKS 7, you’ll notice? is a : Ilan, by day a surface dweller, 
double issue - call it a semi-anni- : changes habits at night?
versary issue? if you like - lot us ? when he doconds to the air-raid 
know what you think of it: and if : cellar?
you can send a contribution? do ’ ’ : ho apes the troglodyte. esn
•Z o o o ?» *,**••• A'-J' *'•.. /. A «. A- A M /. A* zw A A .» A zv .<• .. - <- ,O .. •» .. .. A 4. .v a A A
RAUBLING again? but with no set purpose this month, wo start with Los 
Or out chT ”Here’s something you may not know. Don A. Stuart is NOT ’Doh 
Zmgus Stuart? as one fan puts it. John Campbell picked this pseudonym 
because his wife’s nemo is ndc Dona Stuart. I can maf’e ary /nay oat his 
words who says different. De_causo_ Campbell told no so in a letter over 
his signature i” Now can someone please toTl' u:"' /Eero Kc^l'van“tampon 
camo' from? John. Horgan corrects, 111 gathered by this month’s !1 Fido” 
that you wore frying to get discussion going on. Heinlein. I moan, it’s 
not like you to omit some praise about your pct authors; and I did say 
I liked” And Ho Built A Crooked House”.” How’s the Carnoll answer to 
the un-Hcinloin minority, John? Answering a personal question, Jack 
Banks observes, ”I have only had professional knowledge of the insides 
of a typewriter, not of typing. Uobstor’s is good. His is the small 
typo, known as Elite, I’d like one like that.” Foci like riving it a- 
way, Douggio? And how’s the Review this month? DP? Though? I’ll 'admit 
that the advance was caused by the prosunod sinking, of July ASF. To 
turn to the FriNTi'xST oditor himself? ” Pc are moved to suggest tha,t you 
lay off this Canpboll guy. After all? one bloke can onlybo a limited 
number oi others at any one- time. Jo all .kno\/ tha,t Campbell isn’t Camp­
boll - he’s two other guys. But perhaps you didn’t know that Art Uidwr 
has accused van Vogt of being JWC? Enough is cnbu/T:.” You;’vo said it’’

Thanks aro duo to Dennis Tucker for cuttdg ub tho hoadiiig fbr tho 1st 
page of thio issue of TT, and for sondin. • u the review of ” The Caso 
of the Friendly Corpse”. No had meant to feature extracts from letters 

fanzino articles against (mostly) you- favourite artist, Paul, but 
mothinks ZENITH is taking care of that. (Grable plug for a good nag.)
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