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[ALES OF WONDER' QUT SOON Ieorusy 4
As this isaue goes to press, we learn from Walter H. Glllingw, = "7 " °"
§ 'ts sditor, that the thirtesenth issue of "TAIDS OF WOMER' ; *
);' whoush delayed; will be puhlished in

L e nasr future. The miracle has ag-

" ain onaourred and Britain atill has &

gnianca~ficticn magazinal

DIGEST”

|
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BAD NEWS ON “THE 300K FRoNT

[During the City of londen's ifips-

¥

Tho isgue will feature John Bexrnﬂﬂ

"anderers of Tire"; C.a.Smithe "Di.
manslon of Chunee"; a new story,"The
Powsr Supreme" by Geo.C.7alliax, and
"The Book nf Worlda" introducing iie
les J.bBrawar, u.d., besides a atory
by Coutts Brisbane, "The Iaw of the
Universe" which had to he held oavar
from the previous ilasue. There ia &
really gnod seleation of"ideas'on the
"Tuture of Lan" with *he inevitable
nontrihutian by Rader Rebh; theudh
na nther prize-winnars urae firstets-
Imars! The next aubjeat in this agr-
1eq will be "The Cnnyuaat of Time".

This laaye will sse the inaugurat-
Leon nf n "parmanent" cev.r speaially
drawn by "Niek", in the neontre »f vh-
lah the prinaipal eontants of such
laque will he printed.

Further isaues ars atill = presih-
11ity; heynnd that nnthing further

‘aan ha a4id.

“\l\/@lr‘d S‘wri“sﬂ (RS RVY) our ./

Nurmhay 6 it wegsprs Gorald Swan's sge
vian of "Yankoos Sharte" antitlaed ..
"Yarkes Woird Sherts" woe pu™lished

' desantly. The swme inferisr farmat

hlitz" last month, British puriiah-
are suffered hadly. Ahsut nalfl of
Leonden'es famcus hock pubhlishers had
thelr premisas nr warehsumres caatre
nyad, a6 that raverousyloneg or. the
fantasy benk field will no dnubt bha
he grant. One vatinate saye that a-
heut 6,000,000 hroke totaling aver
a millirn peunds in wvalue, went up
in flarnse, The immadi ate resuli, ue
it hite ue, 13 that apart from suash
atoeke 18 remsdn in bheokeshops, pac-
hapa the najority nf fantasy heoks
ara now "rut nf print", snd a  goed
nurbar will he ahanlutely uncbtaine
ablas Whoen thnad werthy ~f 14 will
ha raprintod ia wary deubiful hded
under war cnnditlons.

From hanchestar teo, aoncmes bhad
newa. Thara, we hesr, the Atlaeg Pu-
hlighing & Listrituting Ca. hiad its
warohouse destroyed by fire; und wa
underatind that this mlidat mesn &
hrank Iin the leeuwsnce of tne Uriwsh
Reprint Lditiena put rut by thie
com,‘p&ny.

Othur Brok News

lheasars Cape aave juet lesued. s naw

saries of paper~tacksd bocks at 1/
gnch; and the first bhateh includaa

¥ haa hoan used hut the tales are sur-|H.R.Wakefielid's "A thﬂfly Conmpany ™
"priszindly ened; nnd the hreklet 1s |- thae title 1a fully uegnriptifgl
Y warth the mrdest 34, in these days. & reacent addition to "Tha Thinkeve

halit gteries sra;"Loath of Julian
woretrn'! hy W.D.CRBakreft, "Spider
Jiwa" Kay Hammend; and “"Fephidden

Whivra" by Genr Snett.

Lirrapy" i9,"The Mwilldt of the

Godg" Ty Maehnrd dernatt, price 1/3
- 8 salantien rnf nine aut 151 v
ort fantasy talur urdop dnis title.
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SAD The sympathy of all fans in
L0WS  this country and abroad will

T o0 out to Sidney L. uirchhy,
whcse heme was destrnyed and his
mother killed, vhen a direct hit wv=
gustained durins a renrent day raid.
T™e house itself was reduced to G
heap cf rubble, and Sid himself onre
rménts re his nnllention...

"Imagine my herror! The land's pre-
mier ceollenticn of "Yeird TalesVsc-
~ttered svar the éntire nei dhhnour -
hrrd! A brundsce cover in every ba-
ck garden! Can yru wonder that I vas
forcad tec flee the vicinity when ny

dr2=dtul seecret beecame known?

Three days cf frantic grubbing un-
der the ruina led tec the salvage cf
abeut 30% nf the cscllectinn.uuch of
it vng the werst 30%; stuff by the
che pjacks of g-f; while "In!", and
tha »2st Astoundinz went tn féed the
carthwnrms."

L.orenver c-naiderable SFA natter
has been lost, inecluding the notes
far Sid'e prnjected history ~f the
assceiaticon; and will eerreapnndents
nnte that all Sid's letter files
have disappeared.

OTHE We alsc learn that Abe Blvm
PANEBWS of Lirkenhoad, hac te evac-

uata nis hzoine far several
daya dus tn the presence nearby oF
an unexplecdad hermbe. He ia now rein-
gtallaed safe and snund.

Jamas Rathhrne 1aft Leeda saon af-
ter the pubhlicaticn cf’ the Jan rIDOC
ant i now on the medical staff of
a tranpship saeeine arme nmere nf the
wrrld, We fear thig iieans the susp-
enaisn of Dawn Shad~ws.

Talkinz of shaects, harewith =an ap-
~rlegy re the lagt issue of WARBULL,
sent ~ut with this railing. It she-
uld have bheen in the lagt »ut arri-
vad just ten lite for inclusaiecn.

Incidentally, de punple prafer all
sheets in the 'mailing' to bao stap-
1lcd to32ther as has hesn-dene,nr to
e feolded separately.

Tailpiece Scrry we have had ne rvn
this isaua frr seme nf sur usual @&ps

TWO LORE NEW ALERICAN PRO iiiGAZILE!

f-1-1-
a£lhing Publicaticns nf NYC are hr-
inginzg cut two new macazines whica
are under the editorship -f the -
gteran fan, Leonald A, Welheidm, The
firet, entitled STIRRING SCIENCE
STORIES, 311 he ccmpes - two
separate halves; one devotad tr 8%
and the other to "fantasy".Several
novel features are contemplated,
Thae seccnd masazine COSLIC STORI -
ES, will bhe entirely sciencefintion
Werk hy authors C.a.Smith,D.Keller
Charles Tannar,Isanc sagincv,lichart
W.Lowndes ,Clifton Kruse and Frank
.Arncld is already lined-up.
CXCXCXOXCXNXAXAX AXAXNXCKOXOXAXOX
The October 1940 igeue of FALIAEE,
orzan ~f The Stranger Club of Hos-
ton,; lass; contained an article "y
Darmon Kni #1t on the nweed for a tr-
uly natienal (american) non-feudist
fan oresanisation. The idea haa fr-
und faveur and Art Widner jr., of
poll farme hns decided to take the

" first steps towards forminz such a

society. Proposad detalls are, to
reftrict mermharship tc active fans,
ne dues ag yet, the scelety t¢ co-
npernte with and unite existingfm
rrranisstions and the name tao ha!-
"The National Fantuey Fan Federst-
i Cn“ .
RefmfimOuAmfuemQeiu)a0mC=Gmmr= 0
arthur Clarke, now in ‘exile' in
Cnlwyn Bay, N. Wales, but sxpacting
an early call-up for militapy s2r-
vice, has decided to keep in ucuch
with frienda by means of a clrauknr
letter which he has entitled Falk-
aIle In all serme flve carbton ¢~ .-
iea are made and sach is paszed cn
to four ar five fane, caanh sancin
it on tc the next en the list, and
adding any comments #on an exira
sheet attached for the purpcss.
All acpies return finally to sriur
vhe includes any interesting crm-
meénts in the next issuwe. Intendad
primarily fer Londoners, the 1cea
has hasn extented sormawhat wnd At
presant 21 pecple recelve ths lsttar

e e |
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I rust crave the indul gence of ny readers, for my absence from this paz
for so lonz however I'l1l try to do bhetter in future, sc far ag the Gov-
ernnent will spare ne.

Frr the Wells fan there is one hock, of nnte, which comes under the
headin= nf fantasy; and by this, I mean, that I can't pessaibhly class it
as gcience-ficti~n in the true senze. Tor the interested here it is:"all
Avoard Fnr Ararat" by H. G. Wells, (Becker and Warburs 3/6), He ~~--g %q
use The Flned, as it were, a8 an archtype of world catastrophes, perecii-
ally, I fesl that, when Wells has to resort to "stealing' his plcts fron
the Bivle, he's zettins a bhit short of plnts hcwever ycu are antitlad <o
yrur npinion, gn there you have 1t!

Those who Xnow their Joseph Jorkens, will he deli shted to hear that he
i3 at111 spinning his skydcraper-tall yarns at the Billiards Club. Thous
whe haven't, a8 yet, made his acquaintance, will be adviged ta t hald
~f hia new aollectisn sf stories, called "Jnrkens Has A Larze Whisky" bty
Lerd Dunsany (Putnam 8/6). It is difficult te explain the exact oharm of
thig wreat atory-teller. Hear him discourse, in his inimitable way, an
Ghoets; Elephants who shoot their hunters; Reapectadble frlk finding ent-
yrs in their back gardens; lien visiting lars; Lirns fi dating uniccrne; il
fact, on the whnle, » rcst delectable collection.

Fer the fan whn does not disdain the idea of a fantasy hock being cen-
sidered "juvenile" sc lonzT as it is fantasy, I can recemmend "The House
in the kecuntaine", hy averil Deruth (Hanish Hamilten 7/6). Bhe gives us
fantasy en a back @w-und of actuallity in spells cf the Soraeress and the
Witeh, and, has 2 made 2ll her own, in its telling.
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Another Suzeesticn - from Julian BRR
Now - how ahcut & 'FAKDOW GPO'?
This renown ed chjeet is the product
¢f much thcocudt on my part,and scems
to be quite practicable, as fcllows;

Each fan sends his letters (to ot-
her fans cr fan-mass) in one hig en-
velcpe (each letter in its own small
envelope) to Michael Rosenblum, and
enclecses ld., for eaoch letter. lir. R,
while publishing 'Fido) sends it ous
in a large envelope, enclesing, the
letters received for him, to each fan
Thus, I am enclosing a letter to GA,
Ccsmos, Moonshine & Lawn Shadows. If
the scheme was working, I shculd en-
close 4d in stamps, & thus pay part
of the postage. Other letters would
be sent similarly and iiichael would
gend them, after 14 days cr a month,
to the recipiants. Ly including per-
acnal letters tn fans in this scheme

week or two's delay in the 'post!,
Important and urgent lettere,; would
of cocurse, he sent direct.
What do you think of thias?
Well, so Tar as Bitish fans sve oo
cerned, I am perfectly agreeabla iR
TR R TR TR TR I T T TR TR TR LR TR N TR R (IR R T [T I TR
_____ CoQLUMNX
Firstly I must acknowledge reneipt
of cormmunicatiocns from X.F.Ruesell,;
R.E.Orme, W.H.Gillings, M.K.Hanson.
A.C.Clarke, & liss A.Fastherf to
which no further reply will ha mada.
D.Dnoudhty 31 Bexwsll Road,Downiiam
liarket, Norfolk, wants copies of A
tounding, 34 to 37.,me0d condltion,
Send list and prices.
Wanted - ®mood condifion, wmll isscues
Science Fantasy Review(Wsr Li geat I
7), Postal Preview Nos 1, 17 cnwasd
Also imsues nf Astecunding & Unknowrn.
Send 1ist first. D.Houston; 142 Ard-

we cculd save both stamps & un-nece-

ssarily irresular sending and receiwinston Bead, Nprthampton,

vinz of letters at the expense of a |

S'all there i room for t2ix mnnth.



P .ge 4 FUTURTAN WAR DIGEST February 1s4.
REPRORT ON PROGRESS

Since the "SGGESTION" publisned in last ronth's FIDo a volunteer for the
organisatien and running of such a "WSS circulation bureau" has ccme for-
ward, and we are very pleased indeed to be able to say that Doug Webster
ig prepared to tackle the job. Jd*urdlly he will require the co-~ operai1~
cn of us all in getting the scheme going and .running it afterwards: eso.
acially from those industricus recple who have manuscripts anilable,
that they would be kind enough <o loan to fandom at large. We hope that
Toug will give details soon in 2is "The Gentlest Art".

A letter from E. F. Russell reriies to the particular requegt re his mg.
"Regarding Julian Parr's query, the story in questicn was turned down
vy Campbell on the ground that i35 "had a geccd idea but was too uough for
our readers.," But scmecne glse may think otherwise. It's still in 7.S.A
ané being submitted elsewhere . + . So the positicn is that I can hardky
do anything for Mr. Parr until such time as the yarn is turned down by

everybody and cecmes backe.

The yarn has little to recommend it, except that it suggests there may
be rezsons for certain types of lunacy, reasons from which selence ohies
iike a frigntened horse. . . However if the WSS eventually saculd sgqulr
with a slimy slurp Through my letiar box, I'll send i%* along and lot the
boys maul it." '

Instead of just listing and reviewing amateur mars-

d%ﬁzzydﬁqg Vmae»;ua azines rsceived, we think it.weculd be preferabler

== /= mention the h’<m spots of . the menth ae they etris

us. Of this month's bag, the .finest item is the Lec. issue of ALCHELIST

(Lew kiartin 1258 Race St., Lenver, Cclorado) with 44 cctavo peges well-

mimnboed, .and really fine illustratlnns by Hunt, 3ck and Knlight. The mag

iz feqturlnp long and well thought cut articles on worthwhile topics, &

this isesue8s offering "Uead End" by R.W.Lowndes,; discusses the reaction
of fans tc the escaplst element in mecdern fantasy.

Australia is brishtening up! During the month wé have received usual
FUTURIAN OBSERVER, nuriber & of ULTRA (E.F.Russell - not our ERR ~) and
the first issue of Russell's emergency bulletin HERLES; The senond isaic
of AUSTRA-FANTASY (Warwick Hockley 183 Lomain Rd., S.Yarra, SEl lkelbou~
rne) and the first isgue of the same sntleman's LELS0URNE BULLETIN.
General verdict on thesepublications is thab Austra~fandom has not ysti
reachec the maturity of both the Lritish é& US fan worlds so that their
publications are not so well produced, nor their matter sc¢ good but the
enthusiasm is present all ridait. Good luck to then!

Other magazines reegeived inc’ude PLUTO; FANFARE; SUNSPOTS; IFA REVIEW
FANTASY NEWS; and SARDONYX - an FaAPa publication from Louis Russell
Chauvenet, unique fer being entirely hand-written
“C=0=0=0=0-0=0=0~0=0mN=0=0"C=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=0=C=0=0=0=0=0~0=0~0=0~0=0=0=

E Dt ECN SDER te "Fantasy On The Cheap", publishsd -Iast mpnth.

sernard Newman - "The Cavalry Gees Threush" (Cherry Tree neeks)
How the 1ast ar might have gone, witn lesscns in tactics fer *his nne
S. Fowler VUridit - "The Seoret ¢f the Screen" (Cherry Tree LocKS)

~ with a little sf. but chiefly =2 thriller.
Alac recrermended thrudn net srience fictien

"The Genius »f Icuis Pasteur", by PieTs Compton (Lay Tres Lecks)

" " " " " " " \ 1" " T K,Lan
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EDITORIAL Janary 26th; at this almest last merment, Edward Rennison
has sent in three sices for his sheet COSLOS, thus Hvin-s
rme an extra side ta fill. Ynu therefare, have hin t~ thank for the ele-
venth hour inclusicn of snome of the departments I have already apolod -
sed for omiting; and in particular for this editorial of a sort. The
only thinzr I can say atrcut FIDO's litter this month is "Whoopeel",and I
suspect you will he thinkin= the same. What with all these sheets plus
a couple nf su~zested schemes we are beeomin~ more like a club than a
mere mamazine; which is wrand. Of course we want mere subhscribhers tbo,
thoudh the circulation has heen coninz alens fairly nicely, so if you
have a pal who su#t tec be etting FIDO .. tell him so! Twc new sheets
are on the point of breakinz off (pardon the billiards metaphor, it jus:,
came ) namely Lousty's "TIN-TaCKS"; and an art effort from Harry Turnoxn

J. 1. Rosenbhlun HOOKLIST
additions tc Fehruary 1941
500 air Jandits Lavid Iindeay
501 Whiech Hath Leen ure Jack ieclaren
502 The wurder Sernm Captain a. 0. Pollard
503 Gullivers Travels Swift
F04 The Imitaticn wan Jchn EAar srave
805 The wissinz loneylender W. 3. Sykes
506 S=aurus Yden Phillpctts
507 JVraudat of Eternity He . Eabert
508 The Telewisicn Girl G. de S. Wentvonth-James
509 The Jreen Ray Jillian L8 ueux
510 The Recipe for Rubber R. Stenrk
511 & Woman - Or What wurs Norman Lee
512 DVr. Xi¥ Nikcla's Experiment Guy wocthby
513 Twiliasht cf the Geds Richard Garnett
514 The Cavalry Gees Threudh oernard “ewman

TRIR IR I TRk (U I L O T YA A T L L I TR L L L R LRI T L L L MO s gnun

}
FILai CHATTER hts Huciny Nog ¢~
, ;Z;ziyﬂE;QquL ‘ﬁb7%NWOh¢

i fantasy film has heen careering S s
round the ccuntry z2nd if yru have absut 8ft t2l11, wears glasses,hi
rissed it ag far , watch out for forehend, prown(medium eclsured) hx
it at your lscal cinermz. Entitled air, sarcxstic, arqumentative, sc-
"Earthbsund", 'Renny' corments as mevhat cynical, gncd sense rnf hum-
fnlleows: Warner zaxter's sscul (7) our. scrn 20th septemher 1924.
remained An earth after he died & Rexzd s.f. for many yearse, entered
he had to tell people who his mu- fan field in 1940, now editing.cur
rderer was. Not 3o 12cd a story & ennipanion mazazine COSLOS.
hew & man who walks throuds walls Hobhies; keen on cyeling and swin-
doors ete. a8 a natural occurence rning, af reading, likes pilatures &
cuan sit down perfectly at emse on varlety ete.
& form or chalr is beyand me. arbiticnes; to wander ainlessly nb-

Have you noticed that all adve- out the WOI‘Jd, and to he in the fi-
rts for the film "The Invisihle r5t spaceship to leave the Harth.

uan Returna" show a fully clcthed man—'bein<z inviésihle' whereas, of co-
urce, to be invisible the hero had tn e entirely nude.
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Edited by J. Edward Rennison at 81 Ramsgreave Doive, Biackburn, Lancs. and  st3ll

duplica’ed and distribused by J. lfichael Rosenblum.
EDITORIAL :

Much to my astonishment I find thet S0&I0S Ls able to contirue and I hope prosper .
Many thanks are due $9 all fans vho have.taken the time and trouble to write to me
and it was indecd with grém‘:. vleasure' that T received so much correspon&ence.

This issue is, I belicve, & great improvement on .the 3.5t end if progress continues
I ought to bs able o .produce a really dccend sheet, ( no cracks j. All fans
vho like visitiag the local cinema:ought t» sse ® Zdisor, The Men". The story is
extremely good and there is some superb acting by Spencer Tracys, -Ihe final speech
is one that appesis to the nations to work together (vhat a hape)e A Ietter rec-
eived recently from Donald Doughty tells me that so far hs has on’y received +wo

Ietters for the sheet thac he intends to produce on ASTOUNDING. Rally round .

brothers and help him as you have helped me, I gather that my argument was not
approved by many and in this lssue Douglaz Webster starts a new one of his oWeece
tear it to pieces and all the other letters as well and let's start someths
really hot. 7€ afl for this month, ALl the Beat, "Renmy" ,
=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=&:+=«:+:+;+:+=+=+=+=w=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+:+=+;+=+=+=+:+:+:+=+=+
A ghort story by an unknovm contributore Do YO vho ?
¥ | AW _ALTER VISITOR., Hate30¢s E°%‘%g' B

It was a thing of beausy that ceme to be fed from the remeins of my morning's re-
paste For a time the bird eat of the small morsels that I had to offer and then
came end perched on my shoulder. It vas more than an oxrdinary bird, it was bold
and it carried-an air of indeséribable, but nevertheless, wonderful co-ordination
of intelligent functions. IEverything vias at peaces but aftcr a vhile slien thoughts
comnenced to register thelr jsémghhec on my mind and I saw other-world scenos and
bizarrc and fantastic ooccurrences and 1ife in other forms than that of human shape
appeared beforo e, as in a gseduence of pletures, Then thoughts of supornatural
nature portrayed themgelvescasssof a mighty Seience and a glorious Peace and end-
lessly nevw sccnes were ccnceived and creatod. As I stocd in a daze’after the
portrayal of such wonder the bird flew away towords the rising Sun and no more did
I sec it. Those picvurcs noviever still haunt my mind end somedsy I belicve that I
shall sce the worlds in their natwral staic and not by tclophapy, That is my an-

gwer to the question cof vhy fans read stf, 3 theng yow.
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OR SALE at the above address j= SC00PS.  1,3.,84. 6d, each. Amazing Stories

Oct. 1935, 8&s  Weird Story Meg. Aug. 1240. 6d. Hervel Tales. Dec. 1938

9d. Al? the above POST FRII,
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From Dave lellwain. "'GG' .4 is now u der way, dbut Iif you vish to susoribe,don't
sond morc than 5 months’ sulvs, ag thors is the possibility of my performing a
quick change into uniform it the neer future!  (Hapd lincs Davo, Wo'll miss "Gd)
%ui_tu_onald Lape, "I von't remark on your first dssww, (T don't blamo you for

elng polite) not thot it's: so bad, (not that it's so ggod), but aftor all, . itBs
only an introduciion. {ow've.choson a good subjcot for an argument (ot loast so-
meone likes it)l. Tfvs vead a fow issuca prior fo 1981 but thoy weren't very good
oncs. Some in 1850 verc very geods Campbell wicte in MIBZING a good dool thonput
later AIAZTWS TDFVERTORATED(sorwy) i cvery way: save tho Disoussions.until ZeD. tede
i1 over {can this be o pevsen fhet actually liked/Iilkos Z-D's. AIAZING?).I'vo reed
very few T.W.§ or WORDER prict 5 1986 6o "L von"t Comifont on - tham, savo that
they have elwvays ~loancd - Bovwerds sascr  odvoniuro. ASTOUNDING has maine
tained a consistentiy gocd standard sincc it bogan, with plonty ofceese
rcally supcrb storics °‘The Mighticst llachine’, ‘Skylark of Valoron' and'the rest
of E.E. Smith's and Cempbcll's storics, some classic shoris and novols, but I think

.-



thnt there has been little variety in the last two years. F.F. NOVELS & HYSTERTES

UNKTOWY and perhaps those & issues of FANTASY, vhich wvas far bettor thar T.0.%W.has
improved the quality of sfn. and fantasy judging from the few issues T'wve read. Ta
think some of the finest sfn. is being reprinted now and one camict ahtasn it. Ore
sguirms measally, does not one? Anyhow Z think the present stemfaxd fz highar them

in any other vesr, even the much praised 1932,"
Short but Sueet..from Ron Liolmes. "Well, Brother, you've lamachizd OCEOR (the #Htle
has been usad vefore y'laow) (up to now I haven't had chapoc to furmei 320 and T see
5 Tosy future for ite. (T anks pal.) Pirst of 21l, vho's been able tc set their heds
wpem agss for the last year except a chosen few of us 2?2 I'm ofradd the St wint
of discussion will be limited, however, if you want my opiniorn ¥S.P. has gone to

e Tecnee, 3
Wie JGWED

. : /
Frem Nenfoics . Doneld Doughty. "On reading your self-explanatory notes | at Isast

= v e -

sereone road tnen ot eny rate) I immediately thought, 'them's just iy sensiaents
To « Gninking of the days when I'd never seen a fan mage.; end thought that Lan

must Le a 5tf, vay of seying !twerp!(megbe it is for 2' that). Now rveferring back
tc 7our rvemarks about the deprcciation of S€f. I presume that you are talking about
the kird of stuff that AAZING, FANTASTIC ADVENTURES, MARVEL etc. turf{ out undsr the
guise of Stf. as wo secm to cgrec that ASF ig hitting the high spots et present,ad
T alao think thet the 104 mog. ASTONISHING presents much better and more sciemtific
matcrisl then any 154 mag.. Now if you nave ever read any of the Cleyton ASTOUNDe
INES you will find plenty of ecction in these storics, whilst tho present AST prrege
ents a nicely balanced story - with chough sclonce: AAZING howover has gone  the
other viny, from the highly scientific te the highly active storys WONDER T cane
not sny much about as I have only read sbout the last 3 yoar's issues, but they
secnl to get a grealt many authors of the type that I object to iy their pages vusve
Kumner, Kutiner (did you sce that muck 2¢ turncd out for ILARVEL?) , F.B.Long, Burks
and severnl others.”

From the MOONSHINE(r) o od +Fe Burke. "So you want controversirl lotters as well?
This business of stoking up the old brain '(a. fan yith 2 brain, nover) and producing
arpunents to stimulate the Great Britisa Publie to some form of activity is becom-
ing somewhat enervating. I don't really sce anything to argue obout that  would
suit yeu; (that sounds o bit like sarcam to me, howeverssseves) I'm not prepared
to go into that rather old question of nodern stf. as opposed to the older brand,
but if enyone doos happen to vrite a letter to you in which I can nick holes .I&11
do so ot cnee. iy own prefoerence is for the older stuff; I've drcpoed off mdydern
fentasy, though various kind gentlemen in -Amorice send me stuff every now and. then
ad Dougs Jends me mags.. Host of thon are unspeokebly silly and vrdtten in the
mos% deploruble style, and cven though Most of the earlier cfforts could not be
called 1iteoraturc, they wore at least mwre competently vritton them ASTCUNDING! s
gangster-styic stories.(mnicc o note of that Doneld) and the moderm WEIRD TALES jurk
Incidentally, I don't so¢ tho rolevande of your rovelatinn re the comp at Vhalleys
What Cocs it maltur teo us whether therels a seocret ontrance or ne%? It docs
of for possibilitics for « welrd tale or a story of the 4th Dimension, or sump'n ~
Just prasaing the &th spike on the 3rd strand of barbed wirc, boiwcen posis 14 &15
readlug from the sentry-box, ond worping yourself into anothor dimonsion. Mot that
mozt of the Arny nceds vorping. Well, I've said little enough, but if T think of
oy ideoes for COSMOS CUTS I'1ll scnd them along.™

Trom Dougaie,l correot mysclf with apoogises, Douglas Webstors '"Having glanced ab
the signoture gomowhere at the cnd of <his lottor, you know vho I em, and I con
only odd that [a) the Intreduction in shis (he meons lost) month's FIDO is shous
507 inacourate , fnedequote and/or out off date; (b) my nomc is HOT Dovggiosmy-rithhe
makes me bitter -~ from Michacl , whem I thought to be ry frdend, Your “dxass OO0
wos torrific, suwoorlntive, breath-taking. (Qh. Dougrs o you, poko me blush, s dorncha)
At loast 1t wos better than the Gehs aithough thet doesn' ¢ news: nu: (._:l:L‘-;(;L;;.' 3
StIZ, w seum to Do getbing togother quite a eclicetien of trlons, {pm I 4aeindod?)
and lct we #dvize you to woatch Johnny Burke closely; ..f I know bim, LIOCMSIINE will

> v b g £ o ; - » -
go piaccs in o neat littls litoernry wWeye (Thignlcs forii® Ravilem S o di D e G Rmi
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take i%). Fager theugh I am to help in the future, I'm afraid that I cen't werk
up ey ergument on whether 3-f hes depreclatedor roks, Wob just now anyway - liam
pot grestly intercsted in the subject. 3ut you do give me a beautifud opening,
when vou say you'we read the stuff for ysurs but carefully avoided fan mags.Ivrors
e ot w2 heen missing haif the sploe of lifes (I_agrees, bub I haven'$ mdgssd  the

- e
N "

glazr hant, and your guess is as good as mine ag to what that jg) Uiz aporeciate a
e Il S BT S e ] o T 57 .

- oFa, of ecurss; you must kuew the faus. LT you tertt ; “yourmiss ‘half<the
aracks, the cyalnisas & shacure references to nancs ol eventy wnknovn o

P
; ot
mewlodpe aloo enables you to get mere out of the pro. maiit., most of vhose
cre viell-norm in the fan world; and many authors, wh> Giiwo. L con  truly
s mesdivg ooy of a deuen o two Imr megs. glvss ms wor: Colignt then meny,
stors im Hhe pros,  Waich ‘leads %o my contention, TEAT HE 20 : il

impertant beoe
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uge Lt deaws fans togotihac, o e everage

15 another fieid into which he may d&ln now end thens To be

; come along « Cafe "Tne Time Strewr” ., "ifwed Blaskout”, or

Haaw! . aotoglated do give any intelliigint verscon a few hours: v i
o

=1

sLEel  diodkding
which starts fens poudering on ey arstiaepae provlem  thoy
makes poasidle and stimulates discusgzion = taese  Prob-
done this, its task in very meny cases ls dongs. Fang can
ouite independent of sin. cnce they're in toushivit cuch
wg 1% vas Rotamon who sald that a tondency wellenlgh pecullar tc fons
wxingy for ihamsalves. The moxre you conslder this tho truer it bozumaes-

; on doing things, os JFB and I have beon telling cash other;  beuomss
inoooeedent viskingt It includes being their own Littloe "Eddterg) forming thew
ovn orgamisations (ad 1ib.), being their own littlo "Presidents" and "Secrotorles)
25 tn feot toking part in e hundred functions, great or smell, which havo definite
socisl impulscs and results. Fans clso do a fair amount of this process thinking
ot is, ticy don't spend all their timo with the girls, in dence-hrlls (the inst-
ance is symbolic ond will diffor vith individuals) (I'11 soy)s Fully a tonth of
1% they sct asido for reading sl tho asoterio subJcets™thoy con discover,ond jus t
pondcezing on various mysterics of the urdverse. Their thinking is logical, syst=-
ematic, scicntific (interjcetion by DW « they must be finc follows, theeo fans) (wo
bmriz acocot yows Jjudpement end heartily agroc)s During the last 10 yoows, app-

Toxinatcly 4,700 fans have deprecanted what thoy aall tho Gornshack policy of disa-
eminniing | suger~cootod sciencel  In the faco of such massed enthorlty, one 80

unecritical as myscLf con but concur, pointing out, though, that howovor 'sugor -
coatedt or ‘heavy', its inmlusion docs leed to tho seientiflo 1,00 loglicalmothod of
thinkiug. Vhidoh is n Good Thing. ' Quger-coated! selonce s mh mora; 'howvy se-
jonco 15 no marc; fans arc giill thinking. Now corrosponsondse At fire? E’i«"l‘\"’»'
am inSsrovest tendency, at scoond less s0e find that with nocple hore I convek
up very Tow srauscats of intorost - oxcopt hackneyed onog on pelltlos; but in wrls
ting to fens opd in fon magss I've had freo discuasions on fully onespandrodih  of
al%l the subdecis undor tho swi. I oxpect to cover anztaey hawlredtn by tho cn@of
this ;rca::-n' Tt g Goos my soul gooda T porsonally hol& =~ anl, oven i¥ norody alaa
my Gorer Sxdond Yrie Hopking will back mo in this - that mmuy o Jeaomoge 18 worth
move \(Frem o iborecy point of viow, not as a couple of howrs' ovuerfelmmont  and
Togiced “hiought in walilely situntions sxdsing from doubiful craiises) thon aro

mogt of Hne press. 7410 oen be demordrated nlso in pricu o I nnvo goun Fan mogss
thas soll ok 250, aovi peos. wiaich go v a dlme; o dnforences is obviouc Lot
) ] : 5 g - \
orerone cheallonps fnis olotanend (nooody will, caywny ~ they! o 011 too Loz and
S g [
wo shell soe, o shadl socd
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Hoving 3 Times dofh s%ill to £ill I wiil wwlte (tho Lowd lmows viy) o PaSs to  tho
Baierd e Fludsu cacusc DA stencil~cutting but I heve oro sopiic thumb swethod
up in Lendogos and thoe other thumb heg gostor round o cut in ite  Editorinsl comr
ants v wadcelinod dn the lotter soction, ond if I've missod somo you'll acve *o

wmieue vho esmg wanta L homo yOU MANEYLC 1ta



THE GENTLEST ART Third Issue FEBRUARY 1941,

Being some fragments from the letters on controversial subjects received from YOU (1 hop&
by Dougias Webster, "Idlewild", Fountainhall Road, Aberdeen; per the courtesy of JMR.
ol L B TR B IS Bt it - S0 - e =TT AET R R L R o SETE R T RO L 7 e ol P e e ) A
I had thought of saying some nicely chosen words here, about the snow and fuy I2<e
‘n general, and the letters which have been arriving from the UK, and the letters and NEZ
ezznes whica have not been arriving from the USA, and that useful game, rugby, which has
allowed me to stay at home for three weeks on end, and so on; but it would all take up boc

mach space; and one much better qualified to hold your attention is—-—-

MAURICE X, HANSON, who says: "I can't say that I sympathise with Johnny B's denuriciation
of tne Lritish people. I was once as indignant as he that the common herd shouid he
interasted in beer & foothall to the exclusion of most other things, No doubt it would be
betier if Shey paid more attention to sociology % culture but after eighteen months of
knceking sbout in a fantastic variety of situations with the British mele T can't seriously
grumoZe zbout him as a person. A few of my associates I positively detest, the meJorisy
find tolerable in reasonable doses, & a few I like a lot, 'rom what I see of him o the
screen & in the fan-mags I've no reason to believe I should appreesiate the American umsl:
any more, nor from personal experience de I think appreciably higher of the French ezaniEe
Beyond that I have no personal experience & can malce no practical comments - but docs
Johnny think that French, German, American or Japanese politicians are any more Rincero &
reputable than our own /He does not! Here I definitely side with him aegainst DRS - wno
hold that politicians as a whole do not work for peace, sccurity and friendship, & I think
that though they are doubtless only man, they might db a much better Job than they alwey s
have done, by showing some desire for co-operation,/, does he think that Americe is any
more broad-minded than this country when it passes the Eightcenth Amendment, turns up its
neso at Bertrand Russell & shudders at the sound of the word "Radical", & does he know thet
if the CGermens have produced Goecthe, Nietzsche, Beethoven etc. we have preduced Elgar,
Purcell, Locke, Hume, Shakespeare, Stuart Mills, Newton, Turner, Keats, - Swift....(and
Stepledon! )" . « » Which is most reasonable & most reasonably stated. Howevexr, 1
think that (as is inevitable when I quote only parts of letters), you have misunderstoed
one or two of JFB's points - Smith managed to misunderstand most of them, so I've chosen to
miss out his remarks, I wrote Johmny along these Iines: resulte-=

JFBurkc: "Agrce completely with your vicws on British people. They are not rogues; I
somatimes wonder if T don't prefer rogues to fools - at least the rogue s know what they're
doing, and most of them arc working in accordance with an obscore but sincere moral code of
their own, It is the tendency to "go with the crowd" that has produced the type of unoon-
structive, Jazy mind that is now associated with the British. We have had greet men, and
there is no reason why we shouldn't have more, but so long as the people arc so apathetio
end so antagonistic to anything that may shake them out of their epathy (end even in fight-
ing & war, however strenucusly, they seem apathetic) we aren't likely to sea very much of
veluc coming out of these islands. It isn't really antagonism, since antagonism is e

-posltive fecling, end people who arc only half-awake can't be positive about anything

except that they don't feel like getting wp." . . . Another point which was perhaps not

‘mado clear ig that the Burke does not belittle English men of seience & the arts ag compar-

od with the German samples, but considers the Gemans, having produced the latter, arc not
simply a race of berbarians. Which they aren't,
Jy MICHAEL, ROSENELM (subsitled, British fans lock the other way =~ this is for Americen

rayes): “How about you siipping a couple of Iines in the next G.A. asking Americen fan

cditors if they would bo so good as to send you a copy of their mag - either direct to von
or with mime (& I'11 send it on). At a guess, Bob Tucker, F.J.Ackerman & M,Menning wiil
be most Iikely to oblige."  Well, US editors, what about it? You rcceive The G,4,. & if
Fou slipped another copy of your magazine into JMR's envelope it wouldn't cost you oxtre
postage; if also you incIuded a short note sometime, I'd be glad to do you any favour I
can, I rememdber writing a number of you last year, asking for temms; & the reescy. T
haven'$ heard from you mey be the same as the reasom no promags have been arviving Ffor the



Iast couple of months., In which casc I cen but weep....ard hope.

And now comes the conclusion of ANTON RAWATZY's probliem in the firss
issue, Turn back to the Deec. G.A. - if you still have it around - and sce hew well the
Theory £its the facts. Thercafftcr - why not try disproviig it ¢
"Pinst step: Arms % legs arc quitc normsl, and are correatly supplied with weing eqvipnd
with valves suitable for their upright position. Therefore---4rms & lege mast ba wertia
Sccond step: Head; neck & shoulders arc also suitcd to versicel positicn. f8y altaougn <l
veins contain no valwves, the blood flows dovmwards, Third step: The powbai systam, Tho
gpinal cord & other internal veins are not supplied with valwves, & arc act suiteblc (To
best advantage) for the vertical position, Thercfore---These veins musl ! Tused sdthes
in an upsidc dovn position (which is obviously impractical , or horizontal. The hgtguas
tal rosition would solve the problam of the Iower trunk, while not out of order wilt
absence of valves in the veins of the head, neck & shoulders, as the blood within ohaz a2
Just as well flow horizontally as downwards, The vIimbs wil2 stili bBelverileed & Sie
humen figure would be in a crouching position, on all fours, This is the op'v conuiuslos
that can be dravm from the facts presented.* * * At first, one will take this steysmets
Just as a matter of fact, but wait —-- here we have a machire, or an instrument. enuipped
for & natural position of erouching, with no provisions for a vertical, upright rosibi-n.
If T came across an instrument, say a microscope, which worked is st in one aertain wosisic
and, in all other positions it may be placed in, although it still perfommed its duties, i
suffered from various complaints, & it had no provisions for the alleviation ef the com-
plaints (although such provisions would not interfere with its intended position, & would
be quite simple to install), I should come to the conclusion that the maker of the lnstru-~
ment, whoever he was, had intended it for use ir the first position -~ wouldn't you? * * *
One or two more conclusions which may be drawn from the above, with regard to complaints of
the veins, namely Piles, Varicose veins, & others, All these are produced by distention
of the veins, produced by the weight of the column of blood in the body! Also: ",..if a
man stends quite still the blood tends to accunulate in the veins of . the legs & ho is liab®
to faint from failure of the supply to his brain,.." (Animal Biology, Haldene & Huxley, T.
100)* * * You want further proof? All right then, listen to this:- The positior o kho
ribs in a man standing upright is horizontal. The veins between the ribs (intorocutal
veins) are not rising, against gravity, when they trawel from breast bhone to spinal
vertabrac. If you take my advice, & place the man on all foursy, his ribs will he weriical
the bleod will flow up the veins between the ribs, & the veins will need valves. Extmeahs
from Dent's Medical Dictionary, 1.590:- "...and the intercostal veins of men, as in
enimals, are well Gguipped with valves..." "

In the midst of e postcard which contains, besides date & two addvesses {his &
mine), no iess than 152 words, quoth GEORGE MEDHORST: "Thanks immengsely for yonr huge
letter, which must have left you pretty thoroughly exhausted, Wild disagreement on nuner-
ous points, but that must he for the future. ZIE-I{]érah.' It's coming, gentleman. 1i'n coming
-- walt for i’cE? se..My first & last fan-mag, a gentle 1little sheet ocalled ‘e Snag , whos
profuction is dependent on twe circumstances: (a) whether Michael will Quplicate &%,

('b) whether Michael cen duplicate it.r If it does appear, that Youd will probakly turt
Other people infuriatcd and/or mortally vounded should include Johnny, Michae'l, yeuucr

& The Smith. Auite a good bag, what? . . . London's a filithy mess, View from v
window alone is heari-breaking. ! Boycott the Snag - an awful rag! (JFB collapscs. Juin.
at the mouth, ) And why! here he is again ~ THE BURKH procusea mil
his hat onc of these snalysecs I Iike to see, ocomparing two of the arts. Tt wesa'h oot
for the GuA, at ail, Lut who cares ? -~ "It occurs to me that Dave's pal Sibelius oruld
take some lessons from TSEliot, What I mean is that he should appreciate tie wvalue ol
tradition, and realise that progress can only be made with the backing of a geod. knaiolge
of whet has gone hefore. Eliot, as a poet, has made startling experiments, but s
loses h's dignity; most of his imitators produce nothing but urmusicald AOTAENSE talng -
able to sppreciate that mere newness is not worth achiewving on its own. : Bibelius ad &
musician is in the seme position = he is trying so hard o be "3ifferent”. that no ir._
iIlogical and rather wvulgar. T nope that future generabicns will be able to wppreciats




his fleshiness (for that's all it is) at its tiue worth, You can't drar the material
for experiment out of thin alr and hove to ceonstivot something selid and reasonable.
Fodern poetry is stabilising beecause the youncer pocts arce realising that they must
undcerstand their place in a progrescime scheme, but there are still many modern musicianc
who thin% that merc production of unusual neiscs is Justifiable for the sake of noveliy, "
« « « Perhaps auy S_ibclius--addicta aamcd or wmancd, would carc to contest this, Gf
coursc, whoether or not it is true in the easc of Sibelius is of littlc conscauence - it'é
whon you consider the wider simificanco that you cee its truth,
And now the Burkish arch~cnomyr, DaRBe SEITH (but you should havo scen the things

he says about JB 2 intcllcctual s! Vory het, T suppress 'am )t "I uscd to have a
focling that therc might be somothing in the spiritualist movement wuntil I road "The Road
to Indor", which wns very destructive to my credibility om the subjeot. A';].ek,! T can't
rogist pointing out, Smith, that whether eredulous or incredulous, you arc quite incred-
i'ble.] In case you have not read it, the themc is the offorts of two British officers te
escaiae from a Turkich prison camp during the last war, their let depending en cohvineing
the carp commandant that one of them wes a medivm suided by a spirit to kmewledge of scome
trecasure buried in the vieinity, They had all sorts of scances with ouwija boards & with
tranecs, convincing evervone:in the camp that they werc thoe ponuine artiele by ouprlying
fellow-officers with communications from the dear departed & with telepathio messages
Lrom nersons far away; and [or a side-linc did a "mind=-rcadina" act for a aoncert — "That
is this that I have in my hand, come tcll me quickly if you ploasc?" as Arthur Askey ond
his friend parodied it. When they started they were absolute noviees, tut they did
romayitably well at it, & now I dubt gravely most of +he more obwious "spirit messages",
Me, sir - one thing you foraet, that you are dealin~ with mathomatica~student RGiedhurst
& not a Turlkish amyy officer. T hope I'm not doing am injustioe te "The R. to 23, "(which
I haven't read); Dbut after aily RGD was just giving us the facts of an investigation he
wag conducting, as scientifically as is passible for an amateur, & his conclusions were
fran’t 2 honest enough.
C.8,YOUD: ", . . ouc excéllent picoc of adviee:~ ncever takc DRSmith scriously, I am
sneechless with admiratien at the tacties he has adopted against the pecifist element,
Hever vill I call mysclf sudbtle again!™

The 3age of IThmneaton "Corpoiral Christopher Samucl Youd
The Thyme of ‘Warwiclishire all chorus: lday well - and doez = fecl proud,
The iiidland Herb 4 pacifist o ¢  Ah ne,

¥ens sana in corpore sano, &
Howr worle out whether that's a oracl: at Youd's militarism or your pacifism!! [Unmn! Yhat
8oy, Sem, wc!ll pget tosother  say something really nasty about DRS_"y‘
Protesting wnhappily that "I see you are trying to drag me into some sort of low arsument
on swring, I refuse to »articipate - all my days of controversy are past", DAVE MCILWATN
enters the arena, I can hardly do him Justicc in such a miall space, bub extracts
follow: "The most painful error your S=-h-of-D=T is the statement 'Ieast of all doos Jazz
have technical brilliace!, He .ZSh_e_/, of course, is talling of jazz, & I ef swing, and
I say without hesitation that the techmical standard of swing musicians is without a
doubt higher, on the ~verage, than that of symf, musicians, Cne has only %o listen tc a
Basie or a Goodman recording to realisc this. Symphony trumet playing is on the whele
rather poor, - docs not cven equal the lovwly stand ard of the dancc=band exponents, But
the swing musicians are masters of their own resnective instrmuents, & can usually impro-

vise or extemporise in a mamner that leaves the symf, men standing, after all, any
fairly competent musicion con nlay a vniece of Bach or Beethoven on his instrument if he
practises enocugh, but not cveryone can improvise a-sotisfactory chorus of the "Pasan Love
Seng" at 60 bars a minute and %eco in. tempo 2 key. [:‘ha:t's nothing —« anyono can kiok a
man vhea het's dovm, but not evervone can forsive an in,juz;rj o, ir S=i-of-D-F is wrong,
[fiss, T tell you, not ir. But say, T must tell you ahout her someday, but not out here
in the open. iiost marvclous wench - her hair chanses coloury Swing musicians are
macatros, But I speak not for the jazz pluprers - ther're not worth dcfending, if
they're defensible at all, ees.oThe cffcets of the ragbine Lands of twenty yoars back



are already buried % mouldering, but Sibelius uses exactly the same musical palette as
Beethoven, & produces something entirely fresh % exciting, because he succeeds in using
his music as a means to an end - self expression, instead of allowing himself to be side
tracked into the mere search for novelty and the wmusual /But JFB Says. .. ah, Well...;?
Anxious friends may have noticed lately that the Hermit of the North has not all
niz frivelity of old - deposed, voor fellow, as the northern outpost of civilisation by
SOTDT MACDONMD:of the I,R.A, (Oh no!. Don't misunderstand me - the Tnverness Royal Acad-
&?\;r“), who says, on being advised to stack his stf, magazines in piles-~- "Where do you
think I ghould stile them in packs anyway? In whatever room is left under the bed? or
in the bed with me? or perhaps I could put them in the fireplace behind a firescreen an
pils them up the chimney? - plenty room then. ...Another idea, tho' perhaps not so good, .
has just struck me! ~ There is the possibility of ripping open an end of one's mattress,
& shoving one's s-f in there, taking out the original stuffing as one puts in mere mags,
... Fans who read Paul Frechafer's account of his 'overflowing' in a copy of VOM last yea:
will note that while Paularis excels in getting out’ of hand, he carmot hold a candle +o
the Hermit of the Highlands when it comes to ingenuity, Vive 1'Ecosse !
D, WEBSTER: "I think only two people - Henson & Smith - gave me a reply this month to the
"God Save The King" question. Pleasc co-operate, gentlemen, for I am interested, & the
statistics may be not without value to the gimple-minded like myself, "
D, R. QITH: "Passing on to Burke again, & you tooc if you agree with him, the ignorant me
proposes to ebuse the intelligent you,...,I agreec that politics are artificial & not in-
herent in man, but they are necessary for the cooperation of men in groups /I restrain
myself manfully from saying something very sarcastic,. .nay, cynicay, and that is the onl
reason why Burke is not picking fleas off himself in a tree & Jabbering to the rest of
the intellectual Banderlog." , . , Ah, sweet slash! Who said English fandom was dead?
Je Vo BUFEE: "Smith is interesting, and puts forward a theory that should make Wollheim and
Co, start to frotn. I hope copies of the G.A, reach USA, as I should bo very intercsted
to see what Lowndes can make of this, Medhurs speakes truth, (In his brief intexrview,
thet is)," . . . Comments:- I, too, hope the Puturist gang have noted Smith's satire,
& I'd like to have Doc's reactions if he's still at liberty. In fact, it seems to me
it's about time the Americans were breaking into G.A.; & RWL 2% others will be most welcome
Ro RGH. This was the matter of Pfeams arguing about books, Well, of the fans who have
written me so far this month (1lst, half of Jan.), Turner, Rosenhlum, Burke (ha!), Henson,
I thihk Macdonald 2~ Smith, Ragatzy, & perhaps others have discussed books; Clarke,
Dough*y, Youd, Rennisor. &c, have not (short letters, anyway)., So--- . Of course,
gquarralling is another matter...but not so far removed,
ANTCON RAGATZY: "An extract from a book on psychology - which might interest you with
regard te Imith's monologue on pacifism ﬁst. G.A., not 2ndj- '...This goal, in every
hmer. individual, is cne of superiority.,,to assert our individuality, to tower above
athers. .. thus arise jeslousy, envy, avarice, intolerance, dogmatism, brutality, patronage,
end all the pomps and stiruttings of one half of the world, and the complacent saintliness,
admiring self@-pity, arrogent mmility, boastful suffering of the other half...' (Troubled
gind by Roberts)" , ., M'yess... A neat sketch; but while agreeing that the human
tendency is fowards superiority, I've always thought (perhsps because I've wanted to
think 1t) thet it is a superiority over all that has gene before, a superiority over
envircmaen’ sné the forces and mysteries of the universe, Anyone agree 7
JULLAY T, PARR: "I'0 Jove to see something Iike Smith's 'In Defense of Tea-Cup Reading!
in G =~ juzt the thing!" This is my sentiment as well - please note, Messrs, Smith,
Clarke, Williams & anyone-el se-who~can-do-that~sort-of-thing, Please -~ note,
IB EDITOR: "An ‘important matter this time, Despite the solemn warning of the Bard, Web-
ster reels that The G.A, will have to develop a nickname, It may not trouble you people,
but L just can't go on; every time I write anyone, repeating - Capital-T-amell-h-e-space-
capital =C~thump--A-thump.  Julian Parr suggests GA(S): a debility of the facudties over-
comes ms, & I gresn, RGM's 'Gert! is fiendishly logicael, but reminds me hideously of
two 'comedienne' sisters, Ugh! Suggestions considered, but no rejection~glips iasued,™
Ps. late news - very welcome 4-pager from Dorset, ending: "Remember me to all the boys as
you vrite them, please. Cordially, Ted." Welcame home, old man!--full-fledged Gunner!



THE FLY IN TEE OINTMENS

or
The Snapg in Michaelts lailin:

Cowprising Vol;l No.l, with all the other nucbers thrown in free Of
¢ : charre

Comrade fans: "the Sna~r" herebr claims the proud dist-
inction of bein~ wbe only tan-nax on record shat starts out arimly
deternined never to sink to the issue of a vol.l, No.Z2. 17 “lchael
will kindly duplicate No.l1l he will have 3 consolation nobody else's
sheet can-efier: that he will seec no 8Snar ever more azrain. The. Snag,
in fact, isprans into beins as a mediuvn Zor one R A, Medburst to say 2
particular say. Not that he dreans o an unumbered mltitude han~in~
on his wo-~ds, but becavse he has a constitutional weakness: to wit,

2 dislike of people Gettina Away With Thinns.
& e Pe 7 &
Let us now alve thought tc one

rhristopher Samvel Voud, fan, pnhilosopher, and devotec of the

Iii cher LEFYG.  In +he Past Fls well-zimed {anta-cynicisms have siven
considerable vpset tc a nvaber of sensi:tive souls: but that-1s vory
lizely why sensitive sculs were placed in thisg world. Just recently,

in Yar Bull, he has turned some part o his enerzles towards clearin~
up those vexin~s guestions of Pacificisam and the FPuture of Mankt nd.
These iew whe had the teuerity to dispute his findin~s are anhilated

by some cold elicks ci the lorician's typewriter; not, however, with-
ont some wiltherin~s sarcasms on Ivory Towers and nonenclatvrae, AN
mich trepidation we determined to test the guality ol this Lo zd.cu
Tranblin~, we ventured to indicste to our-friend scme of -hig prouiunne-
ments that scemed to us, in ovr mddled-headed way, coutradictory. e
cven went to the lensth of nibbling tentatively at what we thought: was
the infirm foundsticn of bis .ethod of reasouins.

And with what result, conrade 1ans? Nu, you've all
~uessed wronp. Qur Samuel Tidn't withdraw War Bvll with much claaour
about the feeble-mindrdncss &f F&fs, as you thousht lagt wmonth. That
sppears to be mero cancwilare, beecause ancther lesue ghould appear 1in
this mailinr - with caatrovarsial matter ellanlnated!

That dan't guite all. It has teen conveyed to us, sone-
what indireetly, thnt our friend "didn't seen to like" our renarks.

Now, we are sorry, brother Samiel, that you don't feel 1t
axpedient to mateh yvour lovic arainst ovrs. Ov parhaps wo are belin~
erotistical. Possibly our strivinrs seem beneath the notice of s
contripbutor to Tilliput, and one who has drunk st flrst hand of the
wisdom of the intellectuals of the B.B.C. If that 18 o, we are eveoh
S0 rv.FRTERES NIOR M 5t we do not spolo~iea for offendlind vou, remem-
berinz how, in tha past, vcen have slways held the trinmph of vour lomie
as of far hisher iqgpc~tanc~ than anv personal ofTences veu may ~lve,

What we reoret above all is thrat yov appear to feol under
no obliratien to ~mive a Yearin~> In vour newssheet to any opposition
vour preporanda invokes. That attitide certainly 1en't contrary 4o
the rules of le~ic. *mat Tf Joes violate 18 intellectual decency.

! *T38%s Wditor describes Samnel, in Fido No.®, as "search-
inr frantically for an adeqvate philoscphy of 1ife, which he hasn't
found yet". The way to trap that rare ~anc is, not to formilate a
theory and reject or irnore whatsvVer 1ails ro Tt iato 1t, but €0
sttack any new idea or serap ¢f evidence with everythineg vou've ~ot,
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and, if there's still anythin~ left when voutve finished then vou have
socnethine to add onto the ‘eredit side '¢f vour rphilosophy".

A e G & i & &
The Snax had plann~d t¢ snarl hig snarl on ene 0f the
Gthers c¢f Fido's pups, "The Gentlest Art. His liver was stirred to

wrath and his rabies roused by the unethical procecdurcoby whiech The
Snith is enccurazed to extend and develope Pls Thourhts on War ("nach-
ine-superstiticn seasoned with =2arachalr aoralising cn man's capacity
for 'dunb endurance of ansanx'", snoers the Snax), sawhile cppesition
.o Jhilsei st Yetfulsiicntilisiiticircwded iopiait s i enire ol eSS RO RIS SHEEES
jon: there's not a2 anz ol 'ex 'd beef abont that", claacurs the Snay
(it was our oppositicn, counfound the disaprecavle animaly), "but if
you ercwd™that ont you cuzht to darn well crowd cut that Saith as well",
a row", which docsn't seen to n2ke sense to us because The Sanith can
nake a helluva row, all on his own. But, anyway, reilecting on such
t.ricd naxims as Hecnour Anong Thieves we have cone t¢ the counclusian
tlat we must suppress this particular Snarl of the Snagz.

& & & & &
Don't rmet the Snaz wrony, coarades. Fe's a contankerouvs
aninal, sure enoush, bbbt vou ¢an tickle his funny-bone if yov snear
him with 2 piece of neat and r&all~ mean reasoning. His yellow fanvs

dripped widely in the snarl ¢f mirth that Ronnie Holmes drew from him
with this pretty proposition (spelling cuaranteéd avthentie and hizhly
srisrinal):

'Reninds me of an ar~ument I had with a propietoress of a
Cale the other dav. My erowning armument went like this. T pointed
varucly in the dirsction of our buildins and said, "If I went arround
berrowina money froem the fellow over there, T would be called a Scroun»r-
er, a Sponper, someons who conld not keep himself and hHad to rely oOn
others. T would be branded as the lowest of the low, I would not be
able to hold up my head wlth the lowest of them. That is the price
of beins a parasitco, Now, tc ~0 to church and trust in s God, to do
nocthiny but plead to be ferplven, to hope to eventualy raach heaven
thrc! the zcod »raccs 6f a loving and providing fod. That God becomes
socaccne whe veou are scroun~ing fron. Yocu become rellant on someone
else, and becume 10w in the same sonee —---- - 80, to be an averapge
Christian is to ba a B"Bum". Tt won it's point and I went sway lcav-
inz her dumfcunded. 1 went outside and launted until T ached, truely
this is a verry funny wcrld.

& & & & &

Qur Christophor Samel gives as hls reason for shutting
down War Bull =1 2lle~>ed cutery fron fans whe have "found political
and ethical discussion boring...when the preatest war is s¢ padlpably
present". The Snax finds it just a little difficult to credit this.
He tells us that, while his opinion of faus has been pretty low for
the last fourteen years, he finds it hard to beliesve that theyscan
etill .bury their heads in the sand while the Clvilisad World, not te
mention H.E. and incendiaries, 1s tumbliny about their backs. He
says, in his crude way, that het'll need plenty of convineiny if we
want to0 have hinm think that ecven fantasy faps can be such abject fools.
Maybe some of you rrllows will help to counvinece him?

G & b & &

To the rest of you, whe still havoe soae interest in life

outside of rayguns and time-machines, wo would heartily recomnnend
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I'erbert Best's outstanding novel, "7The Twonty-1ifth Hour". The 8nag
hartours 2 grvdge azainst it becavse it was a Time's Literary Supplie-
nent choice as p00k-o0f-the-wrek, sut desgite this its a fine and top-
ical account of the collapse of Auerico-T M2ropesn civilisation at the

end ol this war, We know its been done, or attenpted before, f'ans,
bvet don't let that put ou off. Thle is the neal REe, Availsable
ot nost libraries: and its even poSSible to buy the thing...

& % A &

¥e should explajn that any t-emilousness of our typewriter
nrot evidence o0 senllity, but g result of the blitz that, on a

I
3

L O

brioht meonlit nivht, is banging around us. ¥e type furiously, while
21l bvt we have iled into the wee brick shelter, urged on by 3 Snag
Ta2irly coundine with herod sa, Incidentally, being a thing of the
spt'rit, bombs cantt toweh that exasperatine besst. Anyhow, 1 the
worst t‘ahtp res, let uws foraally place on record that we Died for
Pandom, And 1 vou could see the view of Tondon Trom our window

you'd =duit that the coutinesency isn't so readte.
il & & e &
We ao ovr bost 0 restrain that animal, but the Snag,-

raving burst ‘*wour* fuv omard, dinsists on telline Pido's shocked
guoscribers that Jaln Tvrice's vemarks on VYaziec ve Sclence are a "pack
ol upnseonsal, Hea ”1b3 s to inforn Johnny that he mav kncw his magic,

bttt Me ecertainly deasntt realise what scienco (de veu mean "mathanat.
ical physiesnr, J*]lp\ﬁ} is driving at. Fow the blezes, he howls, can
Yiu ccmpare, say, Dirsc's latest electiron theory, with its entire
abuudinaent of the idea of the model, with tlie 4 cleaeint theory of the
ogceultists?
y . i I Q K" ~ 'v-"

QUuery: wouid our Saqusl, appl*]uv his Gargeyrlish technique
for readine tt?"*urtnuo 0 I'smunags fron their pot-names, deduce that
the "Snas" is g pl 1sq1t, chatty 1ittle paper that cusht to have had a

long 1life? {NC prizes offesrod for best solutici.)
® & & &
Ts tocik “home Salth te really put indeceney con the fan-
tasy map. ind W he'd done it, 1t turned out to be cne of the funn-
lest things cn wreand., The things that wman couldn't ds with a body -

Cr two ~ and o 1:itltle napdie to display 1t properly are scarcely worth
doinm! Now, In tlie umguzine fantasy world we've had sadistlic indec-
eney (sos "aarvai Tnleg" and the old ™Mystery-Advonture udag.") and
lugt plain iudecricy (see yuite n few issues of "Welrd Tales"). What
we =203 the Snas want o kuow is, why we can't Liave a wuag. of Wunnv
Indecent Fantagy. Thora's s titlo, avol, all ready for sonedne.
Judming from Tharwee Ulit%'& galos, it Ourht to be a slhocking success.
v *x‘

t'n AA nc

S . soeas bthe ;qv%iun to bovst cun's pet politicael
paper, wWe might . senst srat 1F you read "The Socislist Standsrd®
(from The Sceialiet Party of Great 8ritain, 42,0reat Dover Street,
London, S.T.i. - 2d. uost Jres ~ 176 for six aonths) vou'll find very

few catch-phrases, aud not a lot of enotionsi appenl, but what you
will find is an {utellectually hounest Aattenpt to work out world prob-
lems on sociglistic lines; and therein von may find some element of
Newnerss. .. Recomuended t0 Conmnilst conrades - "The People's Cone-
ventionnm, in the Deceubar issun,
& & A Ay :

Would wvou bpeliecve i1t! this shocikinge Snag had actually got

1t into his fearsome bead that he was >olug to suarl on, of all people,
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the 6.0.M. of Fido} On the mos elcwentary prineiples of tact, we
kave suppressed (sec the trail scme in Alice) our Snag, and we will
ourselves deal with the individvs. who . we hope to persuade to duplic-
ate this. The passage that cnrwwed sh» Snaxy ran thus:

"Why should I be shox~d st vour daboling in spiritualisaf
ver will probably run frem cue oxireas t2 the other aud become #an

ardent believar soon! Agtunlly .t is a2 phase every intelligent mer-
gaon soens to go through in scne wiy or aaothaor, tho! personally I 4o
Not like spiritualisa itself. “nat doesn't mean T belleve 1t €2 ke =

T'raud; but rather that it seeas 0. 9e td be sort of low and underhand.
Straisht-Torward amysticism T have o leanine t6: esoteric doctrinss and
80 forth but the hit-or-niss busness cof nessins about with what appeur
t¢ ae to be surely the _owast an¢ 'tearthbound' creatures of thoe gpirdt-
world, is distastefnl and nasty.t

This is an szstonisb ns thing amons sc many antasy ans,
tlat they will swallow =lmest anrthing vou hand than providing the
Ianzuare is right! Te_l ‘Mchael thrat somo unTortunate clairvcyant is
working with "earthoound spirits® and he'll run a niley Actually,
Michael, we nare ncst vulikely to cecome ardent belicvers socn, bacausas
we are nct "searchins “rantically Zor = philasophy of lifen (we guvo
that vp soae time agol . What we are Lcoking for 1s TVIDENCE, =and we
doent't give 3 hang how _cw or underrhand are the channels it comes throu.
gh.

And we try to atart out with as Jew assuupticne a8 posg.-
ible. Perscnally, we zaven't the faintest 1cena how we would kncw an
"earthbound spirit” 1f we wuwet one - outgide ¢i 3 ¥Woaird Tale - and we
can confess to no belie’s one way or the other about the "spirlt worid"
This business ‘about "siralght-forward myvsticism® is very aystifying to
USa We thought that mysticism was bound, by definttion, to be Ccrook-
ed, sinece it claims tec 2onvey transcendent ideas by langhage based on
everyday experience.

Sorry, Micheel, but though we're guite prepared to road
the great =@en of "Unkncwn", on Words of Power and =asi¢ Llaups, 0:
Tlementals and fairico, wo'd be very much shocked if, c¢ne fipe day,
vou showed us evidence ¢ themd We trust that that doesn't sownd o3
much like treacdhory. ~ Cne thing we refuse to dc is to allaw thie
curious strunture of notions to predudice our estigaation of evidence
that we actually have.

On thes very inadequate basis of 3 mere preliminnry survaoy,
we might add, witl all due reservations, that whila there certaialy
seems tc be in spiritualisa evidence pointing sonewhere, the thiug it
doesn't seem to indicate is the presence of "splrits", of any intelll-
gence.

& & R fo ~
Goking at the quaint results of the Awuthor Pall we're
tempted to think that the Snas overrates the ¥ind of the Fan. Canpbell
pulls in twice the votes of Wells, Tive times those of Stapledont-
Binder ranks 1} times higher than Stapledont Naed we say anything?
& fn Fo fe

In the rencte contingoney of' someonr 'ocling an urge to
differ frem some ludaement of the Snap, tlat low-plane mnanifestaticon
can be pot at in a private way via R,A,."~d'verat, 27,0%lstone Rd:, Carn-
bridge. If you wisk to set abovt hiam publicly, we can only sBugRest
that you seek the ready hospitality cf th~ shoeots of Messrs. Websher,
Burke, or Rennison - or even of cne kuaowi: as CHRTIHUTOPHRER SAMURL VONUL:

To Whow thlis Shoot is Dedicatad.

= 1
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being -~ terporarily at least - the last issuc to be published by €SYoud, 244 Desboro

Road, Bastleoign, Huntsa,
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&LITZ
The firc wag a red banlt in the sratc. Soon it would collapse in the centre,

and therc vierc two hotly:-contrasted sdioels of thousht, onc advocating immediate
" replenislment while the other, Ilege moving uncorffortably in the scarlet heat, offcch-

+ively protested. o sat in o gomifcircle of chairs with army blankets thrown over

our ghoulders, drcamily retailing stalce obsconitics. Beer winked coafortably in the
firelight, apnd Wewnan was sluggishly wolfing hin third pork pic, It was cosy and
inthete in the firclight. There vias a slcepy atuoespherc of familiarity and peace.
Toxt door they wcrc noisily ploying ponbtoon by the light of o candle.

The cleetric lights had jonc half an houir bef'orc, iJe had watchced them flicker,
dic dovm to slowing filoments, finolly black out altogether. OQutside four flarcs
mng in frosty air, shells cracking round theiz and tiny rcd suns describing apathetic
ponabolas peainst thel ctars. Borbers surged constantly overhcad, swinging out for
onother run-in on 3outhanpton. Adrcady there was a dull glow in the southern sky.

Captain Leigh swept in with an cntourge of hustla, It g obvious immcdintcly,
by the caultance in his big browm cyes, that he had thought of something brilliant.
itcenlling his propencity for playing with unczploded lend-mines I shuddered a littlc.
Fenrs, however, verc groundloss. There wicre no timc-bombs to detonato. Voluntcers
were vantcd for a amall narty te penctratc the blits and gpive any assistance ncceessary
to the Southarmton Hone, Guaard,

o collected in the sterk zloom of the Drill Hall, checking over goc-masks, tine
hats and amnunitiorn. Iciyl: was depressingly sciious. Hames were talken by the
Orderly Officer in charge, in order that the identity ofi possible misaing might be
clearly cotablished, ~ Ieigh viarned us.

"Therets obill time for anyone with doubts to back: aut, It's o bit sticky dowm
there, and you may sce sorme pretty horriblc sights, IT you want to cat, rcemember to
Ikcey clear of your uniform. ’

In ten suomachs the half-digested recollociions of wnork opics heaved in anbici-
pation, Then we iore strarsling out of the Drill Hall to WM., fecling the frosty
air apainst our faces the moire vividly becouse ¢f that throbbins crimson on the
horizon,

L I T s Y ol st liee | rmeatcont, Thce ovmer was not caper, but not
cverse to lending is. Rether you than mc", Le said. Privatcly I sharced his
discrction. But I shrugoed hereically, 25 vwicll o be bombed for a lion as a
lamb,

Only onc coxr woo availablc, I was instructed to sccurc anothcr, and such siag
my mental condition that, dcupitc lmowing the nlace well, T knocked two other shop-
kcencrs up beforc finding our Transport Officer, ihen T did £ind him he was very
dubious about cverybhing, Only he or Alan (his son) could usc the ear. Manfully
I sct out to find Lionm, “then T found hin he explained that he had had 1ittlce wleon
for two nights and had to attend o Home Guard cadre in the morning, Then he came back
with me to get the car.

Despite.an cmbarrassing but understandable rcluctance on his father's part to
lct him go hc mot the cax out cventually. There sicre four of ua. Alan himself,
lancc corporal, Corporal Necuuan, Voluntcer Nutter, young and idiotie, and my corporal
oolf, In the other car had gonc Captains Woodlcy ond ILeigh, Corporals Horry
Collins, Baster and Tomry "fripht, and Voluntcer Carmenter. Rceruit Cook vias
cursing ug for leaving hinm bohind.

We mwung out on fo the main cast road and viere stopned immediately. She was
oung, prectty, appcaling ~nd deselatc. She had to mot to Romscy. Alan wos
urtcous and apologetie, caplaining that we were for Southonpton and, anyway, full
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e he wouldn't mind sitting on our Imces. Wlel Cilekmie) Nohmyy AHEEAACTAT B, 15850 p oo o She
could pay us. Alan snorted, and vwie drove cn reniniscing,
Alon handled the car beautifully, ooz vie were in Chandlersford, and swinging

right towards thce scarlct horizon. YIc possed the heavy sun crmlacements with anxious
cxhortations to Alan not to be frichtencd if the ouns srent off. The glow was
decenening, Yc passcd firc engincs travelling at o snail's pace and camc dovm the
wide guccp of the upper reoches of the Lvemice wicll in the niddle of the road. At
Burposs Road croscsing the traffie lights wiere otill functioning, to our amazcrcnt.

"7c'11 have to be carcfull of stranded trais", said .Jlon, and sirmltancously grazcd .
onc at thirty nilcs an hour.

The fires viere breaking up, and =ic could sce large blages chead on cither aide.
CGunc firced desultorily as we ncarcd the tom itsclf, but it s obvious that o
viere coming in during o lulil, The lull broke -7ith startling intensity as -ic !
turncd right off the main road to circumvent the contre of the blitsz, Borba <dhiistlcd ‘
and gploshed on our left, bringing mental pictures of tclescoped cars.

There was no noon but huindreds of tin- blazes mingled writh the nain conflag- t
ratiorns tc light up our path. -+ detached, villa-~typc housc +ias blazing, and as 1c
passed 1t wic looked in ~rith morbid curiosity, here ims only the shcell lcft, and
all the 1little paraphenalia of picturcs and chairs and curtaing might never have
cxisteds But thcrc sms no-onc in the strect, no~onc taking the slighteat notiece.
I rcealled Eastleigh, the Firc Bripade turning out to deal witii a borfhed shed, and
didn't fccl like gmiling,

Trom that point the firces wicrc contimious, some lining the road and otheors
further back in the tangle of houscs, I “as copletely lost, ry meagre knoviledge
of the¢ tovm confounded by the shifting lombent glow. alon was screncly copablo,
avicrvinn ocecasionally, "That <128 a ercter. " 4ty side Mubty Mutter was singing
monotonously as the bormbs fcll, "Bang away Iulu, bang ooy Inlu", The rhythn vwas
diverting for a time, then cxeruciating,. iPar, S Chri gt dalks My, HirNaut!hs
Nevman colled from the front. 7T acuffled focbly, like punpics in e forcst fire.

I asked ilan <therc e wverc, "1i11 Ione", he replicdy, "T cme this way on
cadre this afternoon. The corncr just ahecad had a borib in lost wicck's raid.
‘lc cycd the corner rth intcrest. It did not cxist, In itz placc was o ficld

of rubblc. "Guess it's had sonc more boriba", Llon ronnrked shokily,

"This rmst be like going ovor the top", interjceted Neman. ‘e dcbated the
point acadenically, "Tt've aliinys thought nachine-~mn fire wwould he the worat", I
coid, "No", ..lon dcclarcd crphaticelly, “bayonet-fighting." I arsucd its obgo-
loscenoc, from Ton “Jintringhon and “Jorld Devicu. "They're tcoching us on eadro

that the boyonet +rill -iin this wor', counterecd .\lon, I won indimant, as usucl,
apainat reactionary outhority, and said rude things sbout thic eadre and all its
conncctions. Iy iawvective oo lost in the grind of o bovib.

“Ie eamc into the road leading to Southorpton I, ), , Hamilton Housc, missing
another crater by inclics. Hemilton Housc was curiously twistcd in appearance,
sholtering beaside the stygion bulle of the Empirce Cincona. Inside, this strange,
almost 4th~dimcnsional twisting was acecentunted by o ruffling blacknesas, Curtaing 2
flepped in odd places and nothing scomed to run stroipht. Onc sav, sceningly
rerote beyond infinite passages, fires mmouldering dinmly in grotes, . false atep L
brought one into o circle of nen, silent os corpscs in dim firclight. Groping
to find the right door, nnd a comporative flood of 1isht from o gtorm-lantern and
nany candles, The room wims full of people sitting round an irmensc firc, or making
tca.  The Southarpton Commonder was cestatically mratefully. "It's grond of you,
grand", hc repcatcd, "liake these boys somc tea, Tredo. Cone and sce the parachute
flarc we shot doim. "

Wle admired the flarce daly, Hevman offering intclligent romarks which the rest
of us didn't undcrstond. The 5ilk of the parachute wms coft and white, and the
flarc itsclf looked like a.rov of tin eans. ¢ backed out and vinited for teo. Frcda
handed it to us, amiling, 8She vas plup, brunctte and thirtyish, with horn-rirmed
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speetacles and slightly-protuding tcceth. Her smilc was confiding and rather scnsual,
I baskcd in thce warmth of it.

The puard-roon was displaycd, mere solid than our own and dccoratcd with nudes,
doubtlcss for rcasons of art, I wient out on guard at the rear of the building and
wuatched L,hc flame pall drifting over the toun. Thc twin cylindcrs of the power-housc
wiere ctched phallically against the heat, obstinatcly unhit. ias T dcancd on ny rifilc
the throb of bonbers rcturncd and T retired hastily to the doorwviay of the armoury. The
qucstion of being surrounded by such a barricr of high cxplesive matcrial hordly oc-
currcd to mc. , 4 dircet hit from a borb would not rcquire the added incentive of
grenadces, AW borbs and kolotoff Cocktails, Borbg shricked throuzh the air and I
arouchcd inancly, terror cvenly cngeged with a refusal to look ridiculous by hugging
the ground.  Thon they wwere over and I walkcd nonchalantly out. The third tinc I
was sufficicently acclimatiscd to adopt a straincd belly-dovm rcewtbency, like the iater-
rnedintc gtage in an arms bend cxercisc. The whistlec crashcd down the scale to o
grinding roar and the floor henved, rolling ne over threotcningly. I got up nervous-
1y in timc to ncet the flood of cnquirics. It was cstablished that a bomb had fallen
ncxt door on the Emmirc and vic wicrc all hystcricnlly cheerful about it, The barman
c¢xonined his eonteen, and called us in to secc it. "Look", hc said hanpily, pointing
to o mi0ll hill of sineshced bottleos and glasscs. "Theyr did the same bloody thing loot
Soturdoey. Bugger the bastards!®

I -icnt in for anothcer cup of tca, and when I sturbled out again ry relief reportod
a firc in the houscs somc thirty yards aviay. e watched it blosaor out of a bodroon
viindoyi, and reported. There -/as nothing to be donc, but Icich and Torry Vright went
dovin to heln. A4 dovmstairs roon was clcared, a conary and Sundey Joint being rescucd,
Icigh confidcd afterwards thet it was bigger then his missus could afford. Dashing
out with the eanary they found the owmer off the housc dolefully surveying the inecendi-
arisn vhich, had he had his wits about him, he might hove prevented ot the beginning.

" ayrthing clsc?" Leigh dasped. TWoll,™ ho rumdnntcd,” "therc o thE T ILANG: o' Ty e LHC
firc sprecad vornciously along the terracc, romaining dengerously constont with rcegard
to our arrmnition. Sricke billovicd futilely out of t7wo chirmeys, “/hich lconcd peri-

loucsly out.iards,

The Elitz wias dyinr dovm, if the fires wvicren't, Leigh, Harry Collins and lan
disappearcd on an ingspcetion of daminge and returned gcrious, The recat of us sicro
clamering to got miny and finally got permisgion. Even under the strain I could not
reprens o toinge of satisfaction that I, the dospiscd god-forsaken intellcetual,
chould be put in charnc. e trclked up touards the Civie Centre, straggling along thoe
rmiddlc of the road.

Just at the corner o housc had bem laid flot by a bonb, It locked infinitcly
sadder and more trazic than the fires all round, shich were et leagt worm on o vory

cold nisght. he Civie Centrc scemed to have suffered no further damnge, and I heeved
o very personal sigh of reclicf which hnd been repressed zll night. Concrctc blocks
sirmlatced antiquity on the lavms, and a huge erater blocked the road, Jugl beyond tho

4rt School wos brilliantly on firce, its flaning intcrior attracting o lorger and nore
catliolic crovd then it had over done in peacc, Outlincd ngoainst the fire werc groups
of pcoplc hugping o fou blankets or an armchair, Onc noved uncbtrusively amongat thon,
hcaring cveryherce indications of bevildermcent ond annoyance, "ot shall vio do?" tradn
the kcy~phrasc, I so7 no “iccping,

Onc <1all was still standing of o brevicry; and o polc sticking out from it “ma
burning at thc cnd, Pcople “/erc crmscd. "Put thot light out", thcy ealled. A
hosc ran past the nen-cxistent front door and, from o leak, squirted a pi’ciful Jet on
the snouldering intcrior,. ifc beat round :m'to the High Strect.

Herc the damonc was cotastrophie, TFirces -in the big stores ran the vhole dength
with only sporadic breaks. The fircnen wierce heroic but hopolcess, We worked further
dovm. 28 we recached the RHegel Cincna, still miiraculously untouched with a clmrch
beside it, 2 wall just ahcad collapscd outunrds, flinging blocks to unbelicvable dis-



tanecs, Pron that point on the strcet was o tuisted river of rubble and wood, with
torn books and trinkets woven inte it. ¢ stuubled over it in army boots throuph an
cver~thickening cloud of smolic, BOOTS, vic savi, Was untouched apart from broken vin-
dowss  Uc nushed ahcad into the smoke, and wiorc lost oxcept for voeal contact.

The ancke wins choking and blinding, with black sruts ond firc orbers floating in
its touny fog. Wic apreed to turn back, mad for a monent I as lost, choking and stwb -
ling helplessly over the grotesque stonc. Chaos 211 round, and the shiftinn, insub
stantial rubblc beneath, Eightcen, unrcasoncbly, sconed an uncormonly young age 4c dic
at.  Then the snokc thinned into the stoady drizzle of spray from the hosca,

Back up the Hish Strect, avoiding leaning wells, Two policomen fell in with us
fiorsa HHMEG, "On duty?" We asscnted, ietching for looters, I s'pose? Orders to
shoot on sight?" Ve agrecd immortantly. "Dlood; good thing, too.” I attaptcd o
discussion on the contrasting cthiecal wnlues involved in picking up a chemisc from a ‘e
storc sunporting scveral millicnnires, ond the violation of small, bombed~out houscs, ‘1‘
but could scc it =.as not going to be succcssful. The other policcrian, youns and well - &
{ed, spoke, "I don't bclicve in Hell, but by Christ the pcople who started this will
roast in forment." I saw what he ncant, Curiously I hcard no talk of renrisals. .l
nicre too murbed and shattercd to want anything but a respite, Hot thnt they wantcd
peacc,  The possibility of cnslavanent to a type that could run the lenghth of a towm
dropping borbs so relentlessly on civilian targets stiffencd them if anything,

The Forun sree intact, but 2 thin pyre of snocke rosc from the top, A1l along that
block fircs runched steadily and, with +walls leaning outvards all the way, Nowman and I
detourcd round thc bacl, Ylc passcd buscs and troms scorched like living organisis.
Meuman is going to be a nilot. Bwinc!! he srmunted.

“fe wranted to get round sonchov to the Barpatc, I sugpestcd cutting across the
Parlc, and 7o sct out. Even the trcees and bushes had been stripped by bombd blast, and
craters iere cverynhore, --t thc othor side of the Park, in o strcct of purcly privato
houscs, at lcast onc in twenty s ablesge, - chest~of~drevices, sheets, blonkets, two
arn=choirs and a rattress huddled on the grass, e smlked on, ruminnting.

Back in the streets wic aut through narrowi thoroushfarcs in an cndeavour te geot
throuph, Finally, surrounded by firc on thrcc sides and with beer foaming along the

sutters fron a blazing public-house, wic gave it . e trudged back, ry feet growing
sorcr and wicaricr at cvery foot ond cvery inch of rubble. Nutty wes stationcd outside
H), warning passcrs-by to kccp to the right, L gyclist told hinm to go to hell, and hc

had the satisfaction of sceins hinm hit a crater,

The nicht passed rather quickly, cven after the .11 Clcor had beon sounded on onc
tentative syren. Hoses viere viorking now, and the firecs seericd at lost posgible of
control. .t 6,30 ic sct out again for home.  io werc 21l to glcopy to tolko stock of
danage, Ve hit o crater and the springs ercaked, The houscs still gtonding lookcd
very cold in their cnsing of frost. -8 ¢ moved out the fircs behind descrited agein
their corponent parts, and conlesced into o @ull, eloud-reflceted glarc.  The ongine
Ihuriied peaccefully.

Back to the Drill Hall, ond a guard slccpily cricreing fror blankets, Ll very
carious; but e werc too tired to say rmch, That's the peoint where the physical beats

the psycholonicnl, Just novu wc vwieren't cven reneribering the flattened housos, the ?
stecl girders with the chorred red 84, and 64, Toolw=-~", and the vash-stand and cagy
chair outlincd agninst the glarc of clirbing flamc, ‘o weren't cven soyding, WIP
people let another wiar happen after this non won't descrve to survive,!  In the gratse )
the fire wos low but red.
B O B % N % N o ook o % .

Tho nox!: nisht the bombors rcturncd, striding =iith iron foot throuch burning

ruins, =gadn e air-torn howl of bombs and thic pallid refulncnge deadly flores,

.nd from Coventry and Bristol, Birminchan and London, help came to doomed gity.
Their own towms nashod ruins behind ther, they rode into the bewb zlawe, Veg saluto!
L, at any ratc, am proud of ry countrynci, : :
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: ’ Produced by John F. Burke, 57 Beauclair Drive, Liverpocl 15, and

{ circulated by JMRosenplum, who has the impertinence to call it "Pseudo
J Psally!, for which he will never be forgiven.
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WHY? It is time that some person with 'an analytical mind (like my
own) made some attempt to investigate this absurd business of
"voting for the best article in a certain fan magazine. What is the
:E, purpose of this ridiculous custom? Fan magazines, as all should know
®. - by now - the editors most of all ~ are run by voluntary efforts, which
y . +either ecome in or do not come in, Jjust as the writer feels inclined.It
» - is something like...well, actualiy, there is no simile of sufficient
+ power to describe th: effor’ required to obtain material from that lazy
’ bynch of creatures cailed fans. Few fanmag editors are in a position
to pick and choose, and even when they can do so their choice is rest-
- -picted to .a few items., Why, then, go through this farce of voting for
. the best article in the issue? What happens when the list is drawn
up? Does the editor at once write away to the winner asking for an-
. other contribution? Very rarely, and if he does it is wvery probabhle
; that nothing will happen. Should the fan be an onliging fellow (very
rare specimen indeed) he may try to churn scmething out, and in all
probability said product will be strained, artificial, and far below
standard, since fans, like swing musicians and great writers, only work
! when smitten by inspiration. In nine cases out of ten, however, there
‘4 is complete silence, and the fanmag just goes on with whatever material
it has to hand. If %he readers don't like it, that's just too bads I —a
_ don't suppose the opinicn of even a vast body of readers (ha hal) would
i stop Sam Youd or myself printing whatever we felt like printing. -So
3 why waste time on these trivialities? If you like an artiele, by all
means write in and say so, but don't vote for the best in the issue, -
unless you're one of those lunatics who like referendums (referenda?).

WE NEED articles and all the other stuff asked for in the last issue.
; We have received a very smzall amount of material, so what
about a little support? There's a poem from JERennison eoming up; and :
we have one or two other stalwarts who may be provoked into activity, °
but we can never have too much. Doug Webster is all in favour of an
all-poetry sheet, or one with short poems and paragraphs. Is there any
market for poetry in this benighted land of beer and bombs? A few
comments, please. :
. WILLIAMS Reading through an old issue of NOVAE TERRAE the other day,
8 | THE we came across an astonishing forecast by Eric C. Williams
_k PROPHET. in his article, "Idle Chatter in the Vaults". In this he
< mentiéned the demise of N.T. in 1939, just before the second
World War started. As one an' all will realise, this prophecy has been
only too well justified, and we must pat Eric on the back for this truly
.remarkable achievement. Any more of these, and he'll be taking the bread
and butter out-of the mouth of H.G. Wells.

GANS Te. Those readers of WEIRD TALES who have been trying to couple
- FIELD the names of Gans T. Field and Seabury Quinn should be inter-
\ L ested to note that under Field's latest story, "The Dreadful
\\% Rabbits" is the line: "by the author of 'The Witch's Cat! and 'Fearful
}
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Rock'!, Now hark back a little and remembér who wrote 'Fearful Rock!!
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e e‘§la,vombis~close behind us, and he's rarin' for this Sal.
.  oee how avidly the werewolves and the zombies on us SPTa s SR
SSRREYSaEesd tching just to know you - will you come and join the gang?.
' g Willyyou, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the gang?
g §=‘fﬁ;ll.y9u’ won't you, will you, won't you, won't you join the gang?
Eop e - $ .
O Will have fthe greatest Yonour, you'll be famous ve'ryr doon,

n they pack us in a spaceship and they shoot us to the moon!”

g he loved all fandom dearly, yet he would not join the gang.
Would not, could not, would not, could not, would not join the gang.
s ﬁﬁuﬂdjnot, could not, woull noty could not, could not join the gang.
e X 4 . N
. hat matters it uf we are mad?" the doughty fan replied. '
‘There are kindred souls a-plenty, 2s you'll see once you're ingide. -
There are Marids and there's Lartians - all of whom the authors sang..
Then do not quake, you wriggley snake, but come =znd Jjoin .the‘gahg. ™%
Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the gang?
Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, won't yoeu join the . gang?"

\. -8 ¥4 ...
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1 TQPICAL TUNE: "I'm Nobody's Baby", as Adam Link sai.

: VT ~. ‘ Vel - ) ~. 2..‘-. o vmandy
MARTIAN TINVASION: T%é'"Listener" for 2ndi January 681 conteins an
TR AR interesting review of a new book dealing withtthe
almogt forgotten American radio scare.over the broadcast of H.G.Wells!
"War ‘of the Worlds", dealing w.th several psychological aspects of the:

. mMatter and giving percentgges of the various clasges of pecple who were

-stampeded. N

MISCELLANEOUS. HGW's latest, "The Babes in the Darkling Wood", is an
B0 YRR interesting, provocative dialogue that should appeal to
v alY thinking fans. (That doesn't leave very many). Although Wells is
at’ times almogt ridiculous in some things, he raises many points worthy
of attention. He also makes some velled remarks about Aldcus Huxley -
;- that he .developed in a recent articlc for the "Sunday Dimpatch". I
¥ "navetan idea "Brave New World" is more 1ikely to become & classic than
'/ ‘any of HG'S D00KSessssseevnvso¥e will strike away from fantasy, or at
{ least from one of fantasy's main exwonents, to add our -regrets to  °
% ithose already offered for the death of James Joyce, one :of . the greatest
‘experimentalists of our age. Comments in the daily press show a -
"~ woeful lack of underdtanding of his work, and some of them are. gnly
prevented from saying he was ridiculous by a certain artifical respect
(‘:{for the deaq.....;.cPleasing 50 note that the experiment of publishing
"New Writing"™, the intellcctuals' happy hunting ground, as a Penguin
6d., has been so successful that it is now to be issued once a month.
esevesArthur Cle:ke is issuing an excelleat sort of. - chain letter' to
! keep a small body of fans in touch with one ancther. Will any of the

.‘"
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l@ xqgﬁnéad a little flascer?" said a stfan to his pal; MR

U

tae pal went palef "Nay, nay, I say!" as a vampire showed his fan&.~

"
A ‘.‘
.

'

"Red Bull" clique who have not yet been contacted by Ego, because of ’ ;

change of address or anything of that very frequent sort, get in touch
with him at Colwyn Bay.

!

MOREMOONSHINENEXTHONTHIFONLYYOULAZYSQUIRTSWILLSENDINSOMEE&EERLALEQBET._ -’/
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