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THIS I3 the fiTst issue of a new $im\
fenzine, edited by Redd Boggs, f/'
publi sh ed by Ray €. Higgs, and (\\f<

gponsored by the National Fan-

tasy Fan Federation. The prin- -\<>\\
cipal idea behind this collabor— : LX

ative effort is to give ~members oL el

of the NFFF something more for
their money than emblem sgtickers
for tiheir envelopes and free
gtetionery ---
namely, a regu-
larly appearing - °
fanzine. that,
becauge it ig"-°'
gukgidized by a -~
large organiza-
tion, nas a
better than av-
erage chance of
surviving ity 42
the . uncertain
field that 1is

otf ayjay.

Though, of
course, t h i 8
fanzine hag the
weakness chared ' i ;
by most others of depending upon the effortes of individual fann ~- the
aditor and the publigher -~ for its continued well-being and prosper-
1ty, it does have the advantage of the backing of more than 400 organ-
ized fans, a support that should enable Futurvst to weather any rinazn-
cial sctorm that occurs. Alco, since Futurist is technically the pinp-
ety of the NFFF, it can continue even if this editor and this pub~
liegner are, at some future time, unable-to carry on.

The policy of Futurist is rather wide and is indicated to gcome
extent by tane sort of materiagl that is presented in this first  issus.
Futurist ie interested, first and foremést, in  magazine science fic-
tion, rather than mag fantasy and weizrd flotlon Magazine stf hes
been gomewhat neglected of late, due to the rise of the semi-pro book
publishers, and in this magazine I'd like to correct that state of af-
fairs, .In brief, in Futurist, we'll rave 'dgbout a new 'classic" while
it is in pulp print, rather than waiting for months or years +till it
finds its way petween hard covers. Book reviews are not wanted here,
except those which examine the differences between pulp and nard-cover
vercions of the same story, or those having some relation to pulp otf.,

(Concluded or pagé lé;j



Stereotypes Are Dangerous

By CHANDLER . DAV I8

THE SUBJECT of stereotyplng has been discussed enough to be almost as
dull as the stereotypes themselves. And it doesn't really matter too
much., So we meet in every story the megalomaniac genius or thé clean-
cut, woman-chasing slipsticker. So what? It Just means we are read-
ing mediocre fiction, which after all is our prerogative.

But sometimes -- all too often -- you run 1nto stereotypes which
are of more concern. Take L. Ron Hubbard's .M"The Automagic Horse!" in
aSF for October 1949. 1In this story appeaT the following: a Tough-
hewn, stingy r-rolling Scot; an uneducated, tough, wise-gpeaking Ital-
ian-American; and a Jew who peddles-insurance to his uncle's employees.
If I remember right, each is the only character .0of his population
group to come on the scene: In the same story (this is &0 usual I
need hardly mention it) we have the handsome, carefree engineer hero,
who one assumes is Irish-American, "and the sexy wench; apparently Yan-
kee, i

Pretty routine sort of casting, tnat's all ~—- 0T 80 you might say
-~ and I'll stipulate right away that it's not the kind of consciously
fascist racism you find in John Buchan. I'm sure that 1f there ‘Was'''a
conscious thought in Hubbard's mind while he .wrote "The Automaglc
Horse" it has not found its way into print. . It's farthest ‘from "my
mind to accuse him of ill.will toward anyone in writing: the thlng

What I'm chargrng him with is his very. thoughtlessness. Readeérs
who are convinced that all - Italians talk like gangstersiand follow the
races, will give an internal uh-huh readlng Hubbard's words; readers
who habitually assume that an Italian they haven't met yet is gorng to
turn out to have those same stereotyped characteristics will be ™ Tein-
forced in the habit; readers who are Italians will quite possibly be
ingulted. All of these reactions will be below the conscious level in
m>st readers. That doesn't matter. They are still ‘there. They still
will make it harder for Italians in this country to get the marks they
deserve from nominally unprejudiced high school teachers, .-cr 1tc ges
the jobs they need from nominally unprejudiced employers. - "The Auto-
magic Horse" is one more straw on the back of an overladen camel which
if this were a cartoon I would label "Democracy."

My complaint isn't only against Hubbard. If it was, it would be
gratuitous and malicious for me to do my complaining publicly. But
also, if he were the only offender, there would be no offense. It 1is
exactly because reams of the stuff are written that it 'is dangerous.
It is for the same reason tnat Hubbard, casting about randomly for
cute characters for his story, picked a collection of stock types as
the easiest to handle, and picked these particular ones as the easiest
and most familiar of all. It is for the same reason again that very
few rewders, even those who would bristle at the word ‘'kike", will
bristle when they read "The "Automagic Horse." To summarize -- it 1is
because these characters are stereotypes that they are sterectypes.
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And it is a serious matter: character-typing of this sort does a 1lot
more harm than just detracting from thne. interest of a story.

What's to beé done about it? Robert W. Lowndes gave part of the
answer a few years back when, as editor of a Western magazine, he said
he would accept no story with a Negro, Indian, or lexican villain _un-
lers in the same stoTy there was a member of the same group wWhd  was
SVrpaunCth and unstercotyped. . .That's an excellent rule ol thuab for
weeding out the worst cases, tboough I think it cheouvld be exteonded 1o
waedlnn out a stn¢z like Hubhari:s (nhwob had no V]llilﬂ), 01 svories
1:ke A. Pertram Chandler's in which B8ll .the British enlistad nen
(thcugi ot villains) speak with Jeckney accents and' limited vocabul-
ary. It's still only a rule of tuuxd and only a palliative. .at begt,
and few editecrs follow it. - S

The best place to look for a remedy is to the writers. What's
the troukle there? Usually, as I sey, thoughtlessness. The chances
are that Hubbard has Italian friends whe gnzak the seme dialert he
does and Jewigh Iriends who ars neither businessmen nor nepotists.
The charces are that Chandler dicdn't changs his pronunciation of the
initial "h" when he himself left the enlisted ranks. They Jjust don't
think about the effect of what they write.

Writers could, perfectly well, avoid stereotypes. Even editors
who wouldn't follow the Lowndes Rule would not reject gtories which
avoided the stereotypes. But writers can go farther than mere avoid-
ance. The easiest way to prevent direct offense is to name all your
characters Farnsworth or Dodd, and let it go at that, but this is no
good, for my money. A .writer has the opportunity to do something
positive: +to illustrate in his stories .the +trivial and unobtrusive
fact, still worth pointing-.-out as often as possible, that Flannery and
Saraflanfcan be buddies, It adds . verisimilitude, too. I Temember
reading the. works of one prolific aSF author for yecars before I real-
ized how monochromatic his engineers were, Whén I did realize, I saw
also that it had.been bothering m¢ 211 that time. Were this author's
friends reglly So uniform that he’ cast his stories this way automatic-
ally? 1I've learned since that they aren't, but the stories remain the
same, -Myself,-I've rarely been in schools or jobs where my associates
didn't 1nclude Negroes, JeWws, and what-lhave-you; when I have been,
I've ‘know why and I haven't liked it.

But leave verisimilitude aside.- "To the Teader we are - most con-
cerned. about it may not seem natural that Flannery and Sarafian drink
beer together. It may even stick out like a sore thumb; the reader
has after all been presented for years with even more segregation in
his pulp fiction than he is likely-to have gseen in his daily 1life.
That doesn't matter. Slug him with it. Let your slipsticking hero be
Negro; let his buddy be Chinese or East Indian. Why not? After a
while the reader will get used to it -~ which is exactly the object,

What's more, don't forget that Flannery and Sarafian can. be bud-
dies even 1if a;aflan speaks with an accent. This is uomethlng that's

cften forgetien by those who wonld agree perfectly with $the rest of
what I've aelid. The movie "“*hmleman S ﬁo”CeﬂL”b‘, for exa p]e, O
VeEyst oLROLg Lnalgnst.on at dissrinmination cgainet Je»s, but it con-
sidered cnly J2ws who look, talk, and act like Yankees. Now 1 have
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Jewish friends wno "look Jewish."™ I have Jewish friends who speak

with one accent or another. For that matter, practically all Negroes

ook 1ike Negroes," and most of the Puerto Ricans in this country are
foreign-born and show it in their speech. The case against discrimin-
ation does not rest on the fiction that people are all alike. Nor does
rejection of such a stereotype as the Italian fruit-vendor mean that
all Italians holding fruit-stand concessions should sell them to Yan-
kees. However, if an author needs a fruit-stand in a story I don't
think he should make its proprietor a Verdi - singing Italian, even
though there is nothing wrong with such a person's haylng sugh,an 0C-
cupation; the rezder will have met the charactexr previously in a dis-
proportionately large number of stories. = . .

In short, complete stereotypes are very harmful even when handled
as sympathetically as in H. L. Gold's "Trouble With Water," but it may
be désirable snmetimes to give & non-Yankee character some t r a i t s
(such as a foreign accent) which have been unfairly represented as ob-
jectionable by the stereotypéis;‘;;;' Jo TP S AR

~ You may have been bothered a féw paragraphs back by ~a suspicion:
that my suggestions were departing .from the realm of the -immediately- -
feasible, ' I'l1l settle tHat right ‘now: They are. . A-Negro hero would
not be tolergted by many editors;'snd I suppose practically " all edi-
tors would prefer that you make him ‘white. - I don't know any market
except for leftist magazines or arty ones where a Negré-hero = would be
allowed to get the girl if she was white. There is an instdnce from
my own writing experience: a (sympathetic) character in one of my
stories was. a Negro physicist, in manugoript;.in the story as publish-
ed it was not mentioned that he was Negro... In breaking this Tresist-
ance down, readers as well as writers should help. Letters criticizing.
chauvinist stories would go a long way toward persuading editors. to
accept positive ones. (I should add that already’ aSF has had many ..
stories with sympathetic, un&tereotyped characters who were ‘Eagt Indi- -
ans, Italiafls, Jews,:or even Negroes; No major reform -is necéssary for
this precedeént to be followed.) . e

I haven't said anything -¥et about $he specially scienceifictional
aspects of the question. 1In &-f'you're not writing about the world of
1950 which, as far as inter-g¥éup harmony goes, stinks. You!re writing
often about the distant future, when we hope the present divisions and
oppressions will be eliminated. This makes a difference. Example: In
e story about the near future you should include Negro scientists,
even though there are tragically few of .them in fact. -In your 24th-
century America there should be Polynesiam .and : -Eskimo® scientists as
well, because you can be sutré they'll be around when the 24th century
arrives. Second example: Characters-who you might name Iso Yukawa orT
Selma Hirschman in the 20th century might, if the time was more remote,
be named Vassily Yukawa or Christiana Hirschman, You want to - assume
that all population groups will participate in future civilization,
but you want also to recognize that they will not remain as separate
as they have been. ‘- (The once-oppressed Welsh are still a distinct
group, yet no Englighman would forbid.his daughter to marry an other-
wise qualified Welshman.) " Third example: In the 24th:century, Parker
Hollister will be as likely to spéak with a non-American accent s&sa
Karel Kowalewski, or almost as likely. ' ' i‘

%
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: There 1s one ﬁype of aterectyping which I haven't dlscussed in
gpite - of the fact taebl 3% ralacs prebléms .similar td those :of natiobi-:
ality sterectyp:ah.: 1 meaw the Klﬂ*mk'KﬂFheﬁ&iLbhe Yine, - which is
followed appallingliy often 1r frezTicen pepular literature and has ocx”
caslonally appeared quite hlstansly in nnmen\e fiction, The reason I .
haven't discussed it is thal ‘Lere s-f -t QT . at: least ‘aSF ——. ig way
ahead of most pulps, and still .nevcving. Wonmen in s-fare frequently -
educated {even the stock herg-marzyiag daughters:.df professcrs); they
are also frequently dominent .chamschers, important . to the - story - as
more than love-objects. - It. ig unfortunate.that; as.'illustrated re-
cently in gSF, doctors of. the future all are male and are assisted by
female nurses.. But on the whole s~f authors invent women who" are peo-'
ple almost half as often as they. invent men who are-people, * which: -
more than you can say for mystery wrlters.

I “hope the recommendatlons.l*have made will be taken: seriously -
especially by those: of. you, who-are: editors: :and/or -writers. - To 'go -
along with the tradition-that Negroes, Jews, ‘and:Italians can be ad- °
mitted into fiction only in minor roles as:stereotyped comic .relief is .
to reinforce readers! minds in the prejudice, which I assume is abomin-
able  to all of us, that Negroes, Jews, and:Italians cannot. be admitted
to.equal positions in American.life. It is-not enough to' refrain- from:
expfessing bige; 1t is necessary to' counteract '.the 'bias pmesent 1n-r
practlcally eye:y page now read. by Americane.r» vouE me wL T

., Sees

The critexgon~qf_your success in the: next stozy you wkite willﬂ
not be your agdherence to my suggestions; “they are valy. -my suggestleﬁs,
and I'd like,to have discussion:of thelr,correotnees.\' ‘The.--griterion-
will be the Treactions of your readers. .. Write:a. story that will'give a-*
few Bigots the Jolt they neged.. - Write-a story thati'will"eopen:the eyes
of the unconsciously bi goteds. sWrite. a story that W11L1compehsa$e,_for
some Negro reader, fom-the insults he has’ taken from white people '1n“

Just the day preceding. R ¢ IR R B "
‘ TIRT 'naarwcﬂ~!' o ”“.ﬂ““ ‘ s =
Remember that the 1arge maJorlty of: yeur readers ime- "$he - ‘1argg
maJority -- either dlscrlminate or are diseriminated- against. - Keep
that in mind all the time. Then write a story that satisfies your
censcience. IR SF T E SAY f: ER B
THE END B e o

i
Liur..

/Reprinted by permlssion from Tumbrlls #83, ediﬂed “anid pﬁblished by;“
James ‘Blish -foT the Vanguard Amateur Press Assecﬁation.7
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Weizd Tales was still in its infancy in 1925, but had found it no
_longer necessaxry to struggle for life,  In the October 1ssue, which
completed Farnsworth Wrightis first year in the edito;ial chair, ap-
peared Nictzin Dyalhisi #Ths Eiernal Conflict;" an unusual and enter-
" talning tale which even tnday would rate hlgh on reéader polls -~ some-
thing I consider almost miraculous in light of the ‘generally low level
of quality in the early Weird Tales I have read. 4

"The Eternal Conflict" ig a 4antasy novelette, told in .the first
“person by a 30th century New York businessman whS is also "a member of
a’'great and ‘secret Occult Order" which-maintains a temple to. Ma high
_ goddess" whom they considér -"the goddess of “Love, . Beauty, Light and
_ Truth.? The story itself is preceded by an "apology" of explanation,

 and Goncludes with an "afterword n

" The "high goddess," the 811ver One, summons "this worshipper of
hers, in spirit, from Earth to her home far off in space. = She wants
bim to spy out tae headquarters of the fLord ‘of Hate, who seems to be
plcfting a war against her.. ‘Although he leaves his body behind in her
temple in New York @¢ity. he finds hié spirit enclosed within a new
body when he . lands upon the planet which is his destination. Almost
inmedistely he 1s set upon.by strange ferocious beasts, and is Tescued
by barbarous Earthmen who .take him before their master, the TLord of
Hate himgel?. 8trangeliy, the intruder is given his freedom and becomes

the hateful .One's personal attendent. Together they attend a high con-
férence of other evil-leaders from all over space which convenes in an
immense hollow cube.with -no visible entrance.

At this Infernal Oouncil he finds that the Lords of Wrong all are
aware of his mission. .'In punishment he is imprisoned in the heart of
" a forming sun, and, hurled far away. But his goddess, the Lady of Love,
rescues him not long after the sun cools to solidity. The Lord of
" Hate sends his hordes ‘to recapture his victim, but the BShining One's
forces repel them. . As the:lord of Hate, arrives and launches a lethel
bolt at her spy, the Shining One protects him (this is the scene cho-

gen for Bfognatch's illustration) and Tetumms such.a potent blast that
the Loxrd of Hate flees in terrot back to his home .planet.

Upon returning to the goddess' abode, the Eaithman is praised by
one of her superiors and ordered to return to the.citadel of the Lord
of Hate, oxr Lucifer, -with.g message. The dark Lord is furious to re~
celve this woxrd, but suddenly.. the uelestlal who sént the Earthman ap-
pears, and instantly Luciferts attitude changes to fear and he accepts
the message. Immediately then, the Earthman and the Celestial are back
' (Concluded on page 24.)

9 -
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Jhe Martans Are Coming!

By DAVID RIVFKI N

MAPS' FTRST IND BEST press agent was not a science fiction writer, but
7e had the quall;lca.lons. Ee was the person who translated GlOVanni
Schiaparelli's statement that he had seen "casnali' on the suriace of
iiaTs as meaning that the astronomer had discovered the existence of
Martian canals. Being Italian, Schigparelli had used the word 'can-
ali" to mean "grooves" or "channels," rather than man-made structures
like "canals," but the latter interpretation speedily became standard,

and the existence of such works on Mars postulated, to those who ac-
cepted the "canal" deflnition not only 11fe on Mars, but intelllgent
life. o ,

. Although the existence even'of "gr00ves" or "channels" ig still a
matter of hot conjecture among agtronomers and laymen alike, many as-
tute scientists, including Percival Lowell, have been convinced that
intelligent beings inhabit Mars, and it is .not surpris1ng that from
its earliest beginnings as a definable -branch of fantasy, science fic-
tion has depended heavily upon the "intelligent Martian" theory. Wild
and woolly Martian invasions, and . the perils of exploring the Red
Planet long have been a staple of most s-f magazines.

Becausge of the fact that if 1aid end to end all the . fictional
accounts of Mars and the Martians would stretch almost to Mars at ap-
helion, this article cannot discuss more than a tiny percentage of the
Martian stories that have appeared in science fiction. Herein, I will
mention or discuss only a few Mars yarns. which seem to me the mo st
1ntrigu1ng and pertinent to my theme.

As he did in most areas of scientifictional thought, H:. G. Wells
may be said to have set the pattern in the. Martian yamn with his Wai
% the ﬁorlds, which undoubtedly influenoed science fiction writers as
*qtsundlv 88 did big Time Machine in dimensional—story development.
“here were earlier Martian stories, including Edward Bellamy's "Tae
B indmean's World," in which the Martians were much more advanced than
arsalings, ulterally possessing foresight but these obscure tales
h ve influenced she present-dgy Martian story vemy little. Since War
cf the Worlds Martians' have, _or ‘story purposes, been depicted as in-
iricai or . ab . least pugnaciously imperialistic, and- variations of the
ifartian 1nvaslon" plot have.been chased to ~ridiculous .extremes by
wmany writers. An example' is .Robert W. Lowndes® "The Martians Are Com-
ing!" in which the invading beings; after almost frightening Earth in-
to capltulation, are discovered by be. ingect-size, their -expeditionary
force being approximately as dangerous as a field full of beetles.

Perhaps the olassic of Martian invasions in pulp s—f is Mlles J.

Breuer's liars Colonizes," in which the invasion of Egrth was cerrlsd
out by strictly legal. means. Modern examples of Mars.invasion irciude
such tales as Ray Bradbury's "The Concrete Mixer," Arthur C, Gla“k 2!

“Loophole, % and Eric Frank Russell!s WA Present from Joe, !
- 10 -
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Inimical or friendly, however, the Martians of pulp fiction usu-
ally turn out to be humanoid beings, their females quite capable of
capturing the eye of the handsome Eartkman, -and vice versh. The popu-
lar Martien yarn of o0ld had- two or three exotic Martian maids vying
for the stout heart of the Earthman hero. ' The classic example of this -
outmoded pattern is Edgar Rice Burroughs' Carter of Mars novels, where
he went so far as to depict the’ mating of the oviparoue Martian prin-
cess with Terra-born John Carter. .

often, too, in such stories ‘the Martian landscape is depicted as
almost Earthrnormal, not only having: vegetation end water but some-
times vast jungles and’ perilous-oceans. .. Furthermore; .the political
setups on Mars are. portrayed 'in:-the pattern-of .the ‘'Balkans . or other
restless parts of Earth. ' The Martian story im:such.cases is merély a
stock adventure plot ‘transplanted to Mars.for novelty's -sake. . Festus
Pragnell's’ ‘quaintly popular "Don Hargreaves" .series, last seen in Amg-
zing, is a typical refinement of this plot. Hi's Martisne.are humanoid
-- albeit giants -- and are ruled by kings andfqueens~much,like,;those
which ruled on Earth in the near past

FET TSI B ?- .. '

“The Martians moré persons know about'than ‘any... othar bneed -~ the
ones ‘in the Buck’ Rogers:comic-strip < ‘fit..in here. .. .Aside: ‘from faint-
1y exqtic ‘hamés. and tawny skin-coloring; they differ.but little <from
terrestrials; ‘and intermarriage betweéen: the gpédles.is. possible, . Here
too the-Martians-of Edménd Hamilton's: Captain Future stories.:shaould be
mentioned, Interbreeding Yetween-the .ruddy~skinned Martiams.and:Earth-
men, and indeed' between 831 .Solarians, -i&held .possibie. ‘Hamilton re-
moved the basic biologlcal objections to this possibility by:postulat-
ing a common origin for all humanoid races in the galaxy -- the Great
Empire, a galaotie citilization of .eons-ago, . Although:this. suggestion
removes the odds" -against’ any otheidirace; evolving separately, -possess-
ing exactly 48 chromosomes, -each with' its complicated.pattern . of genes,
it seems to ignore the fact.that environmental influences:on the: races:
of planets dissimilar %6 Earth would eventually produce physical dif—
ferences whlch would prevent such miscengation. o

" Representing the Martians as alien beings, products of a differ-
ent and unhuman stock, has become more popular in recent years, as the
pendulum of belief swung back and science showed that.  humanoid beings
could scarcely exist on Mars with its tenuous atmosphere, frigid cli-
mate, and lesser gravity. Of recent times the- "classic® Martian maild-
en with gravity-defying bandeau has been seen less and less in science
fiection, and the truly alien being of the fourth planet has come into
prominence. Olaf Stapledon's Martians in Lasgt and First Men, though
not a pulp s~f concept and somewhat earlier in ohronology than others,
represents perhaps the most intriguing product of this trend., Evolving
upon & Mars as present-day science describes it, t h e s e ‘'subvital®
units of radial energy, telepathically co-ordinated into one group
mind, seem at once a thoroughly logical development of extra - terres-
trial evolution and a believable example of "life as we do not know
it.®

Stanley G. Weihbaum}s A Martian Odyssey" was, of course, one of
the first stories to develop the. theme that alien minds may function
on a psychological plane so different from ours as to render communi-
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catlon almost 1mposs¢ble Tweél ar d +néfother pecu]le&r 1nnab1ta“us of
Mars were the forerunndrs of all menned 6f we;rd Martiang,  and other
extra- terreSurla3s, few of which have been'" bweliavably . pregented,
however. An obviousg 2xemple of a Mariian yarn gtrongly: 1qxjuenced by
nA Martlan Odyss=y," with perbaps:eame etralns=of Lést and. First: Men,
is Robert Moore WlJllamd"”WPe,Rad -Death o Mars iy wré*n_*ge Martians
are comatose, and exist ag ﬂbq ilike abjects strewnq¢n~*he gad, cities
of the planet until d; uufb*d when they pour for;n.a%—sentlent vapors.

Thls latter tale saggests 8. Martlan theme whloh vigt one of the
108t popular: the depiotlon of Mars as &° dead or\ﬂyinv worid domlnat—"
¢ only by broken eities and’ btrange‘monumen s ~Ray Bradburyﬁs famous *
“Million: Year Picnig! i's'a prominent example,’ andfhis rabeht” TWg sto—
ries, 'Buch ag "And. the Mdon Be "§till As'BrFight™ end "The Logely Ongs;?
must also be mentioned., His tales are alle%ory Jivst and séienoe flcv
tion second, however, and are not-typicdl’ 9% qg@ﬁemporary treatments;
in that they usually :trdat’ sugh fachure'as axtlan temperature,, aif'
and gravity too inaqcuxately.ﬁ gt ,::a- : LA e

-y~ '_.-

A sub-phase of. thhs thexpe is the port'rayal of Mars as’, an 1ncom—-
parably:more ancient Egypt, with-.evidencés of” .ogygtan greatness - Turk-
ing in mysterioys’ and undecipherab;e.hieroglyphg, -and the mighty . pOW=
ers of Martian- science or witdhcrait still pregerving. &  ‘ténuous sway
over the -dead ‘planet.....0lark Ashion smith!'s "Waults. of: Yoh-Vombis" ts ﬁ,,
a particularly grim and colorful deyelopinent: in this veéin, although in~,j;m
this stoxybarbariap:descendents. ofvthetonce~great Martians remain ven*- "
the scene- £6- witnéss bhe :ddom that,overtakes those who desecxat@, th "';;ﬂ
ancient tombs.~; USRS - g i‘“‘* : ’

!.\.- . v

RO <Lty ' ’ . ;o 3:!.- . . Ll .
TR Thls particﬁlar.strain wbuld seem totbe partlcularly appealins o~
women writers,' fo¥ Both C. L..ModTe and Leigh B;ac&ett”have ‘mafle, very: -
stTiking use of it. In "Shambleay? and M8carlet. Dream"-the former. has ™'
presented a Martian- setting,’supenficially 11ttle rehoied f&om theq*w
conventionalized "frontier Marsg" gaenes: Of’Captain Fubure~and 81mglaﬁ Lo
thrillers,. but transcending that’ pattern: Fith suggestiveveffects, that .
create an atmosphére. of, eerieﬁesﬁ encircllng %he roaring uEartn.—dqmm—- ‘
ated cities and Spadeports.--Inher "Sareerer‘“oﬁﬂnﬁhlannon," tShegow: "
. Qver Mars, ":and other atﬁries, Leigh Braeﬁet% has gxpgaited smm11arf&*~
; material to-good’ effect ::'- L ke . Cohade ‘ R

-t . -
AT :14 woA j"' . Y

Y La

| The mdddle’ portions of Jack' Williamsonns ngucible pf'Powerﬂ made"
use of similar” suggestions of-Mars' strange: paay,wtbut“prov1ded a more
technological heritage for pr¥sent-day. descendﬁnﬁs of . the ' ancients. -
And George O. Smith typically ‘Pore down fo¥i'gl]’ he was Wworth on the
technological angle ‘to.the exclusion of.any Moore-like unrealities in |
his only real:¥&Ts tale, "Lost Art," the story of the discovery..of 'a '
Martian powetT: tube that eventually figured in nhq Veﬂus Eqnilateralf'
831’188. 3 o - o '3 _;... Lo
3 . : ,~ =k J&“ o .o v
One of the be depictions ‘of Mars sleeping-but-not qulte dead is
8. D. Gottesman's ! ars-Tube "’ more or less matter-of-fact account
of the first expeditlon to Mars and of the things they found there.
21 similar vein is the Machine City of the Captain Future series; both
legeribe the amazing mechanized civilization left by the ancient Mar-
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Slang, btubt Hemilton'e “e mcre  ocnecidously a gimaick, calculatingly
used Ior atmosphere aund plot e :

For the near-ultimaic in tha.- trent which has led from intelli-
g2nt, near-huran Hartians, with their Xings and countries, through
malignant aliens of high cultule, Gown to Mariians whose only power or
means of defénse is that wiich exists frem the dim past, one must cite
such stories as Clifford D. Simak's "Hermit of Mars, " where the Red
Zlenet has no intelligent beings at all, being inhabited by strange
animals end mobile vegetations, though this leads back to "A Martian
Odyssey" in many respects. :

Perhaps the latest dodge of s-f authors, designed to circumvent
the biological objections to Martian-Earthlings matings, is to depichy
a Mars'that has been colonized by terrestrials who, after . the manner
of America, eventually revolt and ‘sever political ties with the mother
planet. Such colonists thus become, for all purposes, bona fide aliens
-- neatly qualified for any manner of warfare oT invasion the author
wishes to deacribe, and just as eligible for Romeo and-Juliet switches
in a plot as the"best Martian princess in days of old. Ross Rocklynne
used such Martians in his Matter of Length," and when-A. E. van Vogt
needed a Mertian war in his "Hand of the Gods," such a’ gimmick was
exactly what he was.looking oLy . g .

There are other interesting byways of the Martian Story,- one of
them the problem.'of why the Martian.civilization disappeared -- grant-
ing, of course, that there ever was one. Few' s-f writeTrs have been
willing to put the blame on normal Tacial senescence, preferring more
dramgtic methods of disposing of the ancient Martians. Clifton B.
Kruse's "Secret of the CanaliM ascribed to the Martians the ability to
escape the dying planet through the fourth dimension. In John Russell
Fearn's "Red .Heritage," Mars' atmosphere and water is stolen via a
"funnel of force" by the Venusians, thus virtually "killing" the red
planet, In a more recent yarn Fearn rewrote the same story, and ths=
methed by which the Venusians sabotaged Mars also suggests - William-
son's "Non-Stop to Mars," in which the Martians tried the same trick
on Earth, -3 ; :

Other such intriguing aspects could be taken up in a future arti-
cle, but time flies, and it -won't be long, perThaps, pefore all sgch
speculations will be as out-of-date as fanzine arploles evaluating
stories on probabilities of atomic power. Some day in the near future
somebody is going to rocket to Mars and, chances are, his disgovefles
will make all science fiction about that planet look utter;y silly!

I ————————— R bR

IF THIS IS A SAMPLE COPY, and it probably is,bunlggs it ;s a gog—
limentary or Teview copy, maybe you'll want to subscribe. eme@ % ¢
ghe Tates are 10¢ per cop&,‘three i ssues for 235¢ for NFFF mémbers; and
15¢ per copy, or two issues for 35¢ for non-members. But whether or
not you subscribe, the editor will appreoiate. your comments on th%E
issue. Letters will be published next issue in "Say What You Please.

R ———— A b et
S S e - —
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LET™ER SECTIONS have alimoet always been en integral part of science
fintion magazirea. ' To an allegsdly haxd.working s6itor the lettews he
receiven, Lu?pcrtihg toadedil hire naa o s RIS mag321ne, W?I@ a vless—~
ing., They waie flew, They tcok very Liitle wcxTk iec assemb;e inte a
nice fat Cevariment that took up pages which mighs ctherwise have held
a story for which -- howrors! -- the editor might have had to pay.

And how the readers loved to see their names in print! They lap-
ped it up. They wrote more letters, ad infinitum. The practice still
continues, and probably will continue as long as We have - science, fic-
tion magazines, TLT:

Almost every science fiction fan of any note has had at least one
letter printed in a professional magazine, What fun 4t is to . look
back on those old letters.and relive the days when "Papa® Gernsback
started Amazing Stories on its multicolored career.,

Amazipg had been running for almost a year before the first read-
ers! colugn came into being.- And -it was some months later -- November
1927, to be exact -- that a reader who was later to become - a "famous
fan® wrote a letter to Amazing. The fan was "Doc" Swisher, he of the

. famous. fanzine checklist: ot later years, and in collaboration he wrote;
MEditor, Amazing Stories::... - LA A e T apeeic
"~ No doubt we could think of a great many extremely flat-
tering and complimentary Temarks to make gbout your magazine -
but inasmuch as everyone else has made them répeatedly, we
gshall instead devote our letter-to a few criticisds and sug- . .
gestions, =~ 3 gdm (BN Sy ‘ '
To begin wi¥h, why in -- Hadeg .-~ do you "insist on-.

printing those detestable, boring, out-of-place, and other- .

wise obnoxious detective stories...which by no conceivable

line of reason can be called .up to the standard of most of

the others? - e T N F& S o rl v i

.~ Kick No. 2: And when we say 'others' '‘we  ‘emphatically

exclude painfully humorous atrocities  as . 'Solander's Radio

Tomb,' 'Doctor Fosdick,' !'Higk's Inventions‘with' 'a Kick! (s

big kick), and others of.their ilk, v EY s el R -

No. 3: oOur aesthetic tendencies are extremely excited
-~ or rather, pained by certain of your illustrations; all
except those by Mr. Paul, whose pictures are for the most
part iégellent..;.. Lo '
- [There .are some suggestions, and . :
for sounding 'so heartlgis.'7pf?‘ 2 theg_a sqrﬁ pseneten
SR T ) . « ... ° Paul L. Stanchfield
frih  ATHEem S Robert D, Swisher

To wkic

2 Unele Huoo ~
t52 simdy T go answered that

" ' i '
adiatss good bumor, o your presumably SCOldlng let-
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Mary praminent soienze-Tfiztioniats of later days wrote 1letters:

Ray Palmer) Willy Ley, Jeiome Siegel -- one of 3uperman's" creators;

Charles Scaneeman,; John W, Campbell, Jr., Otto Binder, Nat Schachner,
Jeck Williamson, ard nery othsrs,

. Rut un;rgonck had le®% Amazing and haﬁ gtarted Al Wonder, Sci-

encs Werder, and geisnce Wonde? Guarherly. 4nd in the first anrtergz
apc rsazed g letter from a 12 year-cld who Wwas to become Terra's No. 1
fen, With the enthusiaem that ohazacterlzes him to this day, 4e Ack-
erman raved, 1n +he aLtumn of 1929' : o

"Editor, Soienoe Wondef Quarterly\,,. -

Mthough I am only twelve years old ‘I have taken a de-“?
light in readlng the magazines you have publlshed for almost
the last four years. :

- Thig is my idea of 801ence monder Storiee'

Take every word that.means excellent out of the largest
dictionary in the world; multiplv those woids by the number
of seconds in two thousand centuries, and aad to thgt amount. -
the number of stars in the heavens and.the answer’ Will give
you a very slight idea8f what I thiAk of your magaziné.

I have read the 'Science Fiction Series! ané think them. ' -
great., I can assur2 any reader of ‘our’ magazine that ‘he is
missing a rare treat if he does not send for. them, = | ,

T am very. pleased to see vou are .going - to- publlsh a
Quarcerly... . ..

and a3 for Paul!s pisctures. When better pletures are .
aravn, Paul will draw then...

. Ucm° on now readereg, let's glve 801ence Wonder Storles e
a big yeli. HIP, HIP, HIP HURRAXYYYYY : :

. r

Forre st Acke:rma.n o
San Franolsco, Gal h

4

3

On which Gernsback commented that Aoky 8 math strained hlS Capa~
cities somewhat! ' 4 .

In January of 1930, Astounding Stories of §gpg£ Science made its
first appearance. And in the same month, Julius-Unger, later editox
of the fanewsie Fantasy Fiction Field, and preserit dealer in bonb~ ard

magazines of the old days, wrote to Air 70nder Sﬁor*es' '

"Editor, Alr Wonder storles: o

The requisition of authors 1like Edgar Rice Burroughs,
gtanton A. Coblentz, Ray Cummings, A. Hyatt Verrill, and A.
Merritt to the ranks of your authors would greatly enhance
the value. of Air Wonder :Stories.:. I am in hopes - that this
suggestion will receive grave congideration for, as a reader
of this periodical, I am intensely interested in its welfare,

The begt story in the latest edition was 'Cities in the
Air' by Edmond Hamilton. Stories of insect peril are also
very instructive and entertaining. How about an Air Wonler
annual oxr Quarterly? I'm sure that the readers will want it,

Julius Unger
Brooklyn, N, Y.
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Al® FonleX cwmt:n,a v1+h Science chder a few issues later, so
Juije NGVE & tot hen guev\eviv Lo

The %reorint ¥ ccatrovarsy: began., . Scme wanted them. Some didn't,
And in nke Jn emoe“ 13930 Am&AJgg‘dlcrieB, tne present editor of Avon
Fartasy Leadrn mrnte'~ . v :

"Ecitor Amazing stories- ) - ‘ ‘
MaUJ of your reeders ask for reprints. Many others ob-
Ject to them. You say thet jou feel that the magazine is to
give new and.original matter. lPersonslly, 1 want Treprints.
T have ‘dewised an, .ldea 1o . sstisfy those %hat want them and
those that don't. ..
Publish an Annusl :in which only zeprints sre to be~-

g..ven.... e
. Iy ' Donald A Wollheim
s New Ybrk N Y "
PooT Don never got his Annual -either, though Dr.. Sloane promised
it his consideramion. ', o . .

Mirscle Science and Fanta_x_made its brief appearance. And in the
October 1931 issue of Amazing,,a future editcr‘made a prediction that
almost came true ten years 1ater and 1n 1950 ' may - actually come to
pass: -~ P R , .

‘et .

"Editor, Amazing Stories:, IR o
I have read Amazing stories ‘sinde tha September issue,
1930, but have sent away for, and feceived, the January 1930
issue. I think that the 'Pioneers of Science-fiction' is a
good motto, because it is true. Although Mmazing Stories
was the first, four companies now publish science fiction
magazines. *. - I -8¢e that a new.one hes Just come out. Well
the more the merrier... : N
If you put one plant in a fertile field, it won't takeu
long for the field.to be covered with them. _That! how it
is with Science-Fiction., Before lorig the newsstands will ‘be
stocked with dozeng of Science~Ficdtion magazines.:Then, when
everyhody is reading them, won't the present readers of Sci-
entifiction be proud to say 'I Tead the first Scientifiction
magazine ever published,'
: Though I am only fourteen yeazs bld- Science Fiction is
my: fsvorite dish .
. ,Gharles D. Hornig
EIizabeth N. J."

Little did Charlie realize that a few years later he would be ed-
1ting one of the magazines himself!

A few .months later an English girl Miss 01ive Robb took ."Doc"
Smith to task about his use of the English languege. She took an in-
ciden%al swing at John W, Campbell, Jr., too., The latter more or less
_?ror=d her, but EESPhd wrote an immediate answeYr; two months 1later,
iies Robb agédin popped in; “Doc" angwared,* but M1ss Robl got the 180b
wexd, About thatv tinme Amaa iing's pages received the first lettar of a
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LIWTER MACKS CF THE.LAN - -, . e

fan who wes S0 have .a movemsnt named after him, In the July 1932 is-
Sue epnearat ' '

imitor, Amazing ghoriec:.. v :
For ths: pash LI vAArs': hgve read your msgazine. Dur-
ing thins tiae thg ,P:Lﬂu1ha7 kept up--its extiémely high
suend*ng of excailent “iiluatrations’ and WellquuL en stories,
But -- Gurlng the paszs. ycer, your magazni He ‘Bag abgene?ated
appresicbly. Whsre at$'Fanits ocolorinl picturss &nd the
Ly . s+011eqr Gong-are the dzys of fanciful imaginative fantasms.
Bright and ridh'in imagination’ tét's hav® more Mmpossible®
gtories ana less of Lard act‘“‘I“think wany of your Treeders
agree with me. As for your authors, the only ones keeping
up their standard are DT. Kelle¥,” E. Hamilton, R.' F. Starzl,
- Stantpn, A, .Coblentz end J. W. Gampbell .("™less hisg heart"),
not forgetting that new genius, 8. P. Millemw. &t
.:," " TN S A Jobn M CHETL Di
- ' A R WG Brbokl}n -TNG Y "
- '\ 4mitSgn ! “o TR
v Dr. SL ang ﬁdmmented “that “hayd Bclence oérEéot - led tc "hard
tact " aﬁd %h “Xma i, was’dlrea ..:éivtﬁg tdo‘ﬁén# ‘fantastic eand
impdssible Qaies..j- thought _ ‘that sﬁgfted iR Paﬂﬂgé'aﬁregime'
“a e -‘-w' Jo Filll -5 S 1130 8
In the interim“the two anders’ﬁad oombined, "goné ehall dize, re-
turned to. large.glize .agals. And in the Apral 1933 Wonder Stories was
: printed a mourhful ‘migdsive: LGSR FER T

. .
. N v . e, -
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. UBditar,. ﬂo et Gtortes: - - -AN b uoda LU
‘afr suferthere is such a thihg ‘af ~méfital” <telepathy,
and I an’ almosk  cerbain that I-have experienéedrit’’It seems
hat every 4ime I get a great idea for a story or an inven-
ioh, someone &lse comes out with it, ‘Or maybe-rit's the other
way around. When someone else thinks of a new:plot or an
invention I think of it also. I believe I oould have come
out with' some” of them myself....
: . Milton Rothman
o ot - -+ Philadelphia, . Pa."
~ I wonder why Milty, of all the fans in the world should have
been so 31ngularly involved 1n a vile plot to rob him of his wonderful
ideas? ,

. In the April 1933 Amazing Stories, Forrest J Ackerman set a Te-
oord by having three letters in a single issue of one magazine. Time
woTre on, Amazing went small size. So did Wonder Stories -~ again.
Street & Smith toek over Aptounding §§or1es, and new editor F. Orlin
Tremaine started fthought vaTiants." 1n January 1934, Astounding pub-
lished a letter from the "Chinese Buck Rogers“°

fDear Editor:

Well! Your second issue of Astoundlng Stories is every—
thing that the first issue wasn't! It sure is getting bet-
ter, no mistake! And the cover was an astounding cover, a
lonv woy frcm that fizst one. How about a swell cover por-
t*A' .ng a ’pacs ship -- suitable for framing? And be sure
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" you, paint space black -~ not blue.

The stories were ninety percent better Prisms of Space
being the best short story, and Telegraph Plateau the best
novelette. :

How about a reader'a department now?

Bob Tucker
: Bloomington I11.

Then came. the .deluge. With Hoy Ping Pong, the spwsstfm, and the
First Staple, War came a flood of new names. The - novelty of letter-
writing was gone. -But ‘the editors simply ran moTe: of the guff, and
everybody was heppy-. o

: 3 =  THE END .

[neprinted in slightly reviaed form: rrom Sun Trails #23 ‘Summer© 1941,
edited and published by Arthur Louis Joquel II.

FROM MINNEAVOLIS 16 * oo % ¢ R " (Congluged- from page 4)

Glanoing through thia iesue, you w111 diacover that all the mate-
rlal has some connection with pulp stf. A Chan Davis' article.discusses
the writing of magazine gtolries; Dave Rifkin's desoribes some, ‘of  the
ideas writers have had about Mars as & storyuaetting, Tom Watkins' in-
vestigates the projection of stf into slick magazines; * ATt Joquel's
reminisces about fan-letters in stf magazines. of the past; . and Art
Rapp's item puts a point to all the discuseion by examining the rela-
tion of fandom %o the prefessional magazines. ' bl

Futurist'e policy isn't go strict that I don't want material on
such subjects ds. fandom's affairs, as well as humor and setire of var-
ious sorts. Almost the only thing I don't want- absolutely is: discuss-
ion of book weird fiction. As I said above, Futurist is interésted in
pulp stf, most of all, and pulp fantasy only secondarily.

0f course, ne fiction ‘1g wanted, and at the present time no poet-
ry is needed

There ig one more restriction as to material: Since the NFFF is
financing the thing, it seems only fair that no articles be printed
here that roundly condemn the club, It is oonsidered rether impolite
in most circles to. attémpt ‘to out your host's throat after he has made
you welcome in his'home., ' I myself do not always agree with the NFFF's
policies, but I d6 not ‘feel that ‘this magazine is the . right place to
¢risicize ‘these ?hinga. There .are many other places to do that.

VY

Nen-members as well as members are'welcome to” contribute, and all
nanuscripts will be considered without regard to the status of the
contributor, Please send all material to the. editor, not to the pub-
lisher. My sddress ls on the contents page._,_ :

Bee roa 8Zein ia the summar, f:, -
. oo ~-. THE EDITCR,
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WHAT EVER HAPPENTD to tre “entacle crowd? Time wag when the stf fan
could aepena 0a meeting one or wcre of these hellish creatures in ev-
eTy issue of a science fiztion mcga21ne. Usually they came from out-
side the solar syetem and tleir snience was far superior to : that of
Earth, .. They could always be dlSulngulshed by their +tentacles., They
had one or more af thege appendnges, perhaps as many as ten or twenty.
This enabled them to do a number 'of things at once -- they never seem-
ed to be right- -tentacled or left- tentacled like humans are Iight hand-
ed or left-handed. g C e N $

For example, one tentacle could drlve the epaceship, another.
could summon .help from other- members,of the ‘crowd;. one tentacle ‘could

flick tobacco specks from one eye that was fllled-with tobecco speoke ;'w

blown there by our hero, George “to cqnfuse the: tentacled- one the
other three or four tentaolee could Jbe’ used %0 restrain: George, who
was doing his best to save us. | You oan ‘see the advantage that such a
being would have.,f‘ _ A N R . e

In spite of this edvantage, George usually.. won. out." Few %entacled_.
ones ever gct to first base. - Our boys usuaily came:up W1th some gim-
mick that wiped them oux ‘ _ . L.

Untll lately, none - of this horrible bunch has been near the solar
system. "Oour boys have been flghtlng among themselves.- - The "villains .
have béen our boys gone wrong. -And’you can,get that:iin Diok Tracy. I
gort of miss the tentasled ones and ‘the narrow escapes.

The big news is that this tentacled crowd has again *invaded the
solar system. They are disguised thig time, bui they "definitely.
tack I am not too sure that they have’ tentaﬂles but 1t 1s the same
ganw. The super science is'there, they have odd—soundlng namesg start-
irg with. "X", and they are as hard-hearted a lot as one would want %o
find anywhere. These fellows are not Just cruel, they .are beyond cru-
elty. They exlst on that high plateau of scientlfio schievement that
is willing to sactifice an entire planet and all its inhabitants for
the rest of the galaxy. That may sound noble ang wonderful until you
realize that we (you and I) are the ones with the galactlc leprosy. ‘

These fellows cannot.be found in. Stgrtling aSF or Amaz1ng. ‘They
are in the Saturday Evening Post. The Deoember’24 i949 issue carries
& story by Graham Doar (whoever he is) titled "The Outer Limit®,

Bill, flying the super X3JT0 at four tlmea the ASpeed of sound,
spots a flying saucer, no less. He -gives chase; he gets caught. They .
take him ingide the saucer and tdlk to him like a mother. They look.
~- well, Bill can't describe them, they are just "presences". (No ten-
+e*lcs in evidence, you notice, but it's the same crowd.) Xeglon, com-

2ader of the teniacled ones, tells Bill that he is going to scw "Cat-
430 X% ip ouy sutatospuere to contain us in our own backyard because
- 19 .-
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we play around with as~mm horbeg. ara than aint right, =nd }hey dgnft
want us lousing up ke gelaxzy, IT we bhlow off toc many bomosz "Gafalu
yst X¥ will go " ‘bSShHLHD:" eni the goed nld Eartk will be the otksr
end of a doudle 3un.

Bill.,, our hexc, Goeus noh whin the tentacled ones. . That would be
a littie raw fow *the Pogt s”ok-wdrer regdsirz. Ne, tha auﬁ;or' gives
Bill tae vaplessant $ask of gclnv back t¢ hiz commanding cfficer at
the atr Forse f£ield,.and conviacing kim--- but I Con't want to spoil
the sbtoxry. And it is & ter#itic sboxy. -It'is we11~wr~tb°n as only a
Pogt story can be well-writteén. Don't miss it. You may not be - able
to get a December 34 issue of ‘the msgazine by this time, but this tale
will probably be anthologized somewhere this year.' : L
' The Saturday Evenlng Post has published science fiction “‘pefore,
but this is further along the stf adventure line than they have ever
gone., The major.premise in this ‘gtory ie much more difficult = to put
over than in most Post stf stories.-’ ¥For example, 'Yn-"It's Great To Be
Back", by Robert Heinlein, the eclentifio‘premise wag very simple --
that the gravity of the Earth is eight times greatér than that of the
moon, and that someday man will live on the ‘moon, - ja principle that
most anyone will accept. In "The':Quter Limit™ you have to accept the
X23JTO ship that flies four times the speed of sound, * & flying saucer,
the tentacled ones, and finally "Gatalyst X" . .

Other Post stories recently. have- involved a girl from Venus who
came to Earth looking for a man because there were no ‘'men on Vénus
("Morning Star"); two beings from Mars, who came down in vred. .ships,
one to Moscow and'one to: :Washington, and failed %o solve the- co;d war
in spite of their super secience, Both stories had a sort of tongue-
in-cheek embarrassment as though the author was dealing in gnomeg and

?rownlee. "The Outer Limit® has none of-this; - it sounds 1like cold
act

This invasion of science fictidn in the "slicksﬂ is very import -
ant to both authors and fans. Thege big publications pay as much as
ten times more for stories than do "pulp" publications. The Post usu-
ally alternates a western serial with a detective serisl., ~If +this
trend goes on we may expect a science fiction serial now and then.
This would be a fine goal for our science fiotron authors. The fans
will benefit by better stories all along the 11ne. '

The inva31on will not harm our prozinee. For example, the Post
will never publish enough science fiction to lure rabid fans awgy- from
Startling. On the other hand, flashing a science fiction story now and

then before flve million readers of the Post ‘can lure fans ‘into the
field.

, This growth of science fiction should be slow and sure. It will

net explode like a nova infto as large a business as the 1love story,

the detective novel, or western yarn. The public is being pounded by

science in the form of the atomic bomb, the guided missile and the in-

crea81ng tecinology of our economy. There is bound to folluw a broad-

enlng interest of the general public in stories having a science basis.
(Concluded on page 234.)



Jhe ﬁel'[‘.wlth Sczen:ce Fiction!

"Jlmmy thought We were a bunch of" orackpots....Who?
sez me, What does any of that have to do with science
fiction? he replies. What good is it doing? How is it
furthering s-f....7" - e - Ed Cox in Postwarp #1.

THE FIRST ISSUE of a new. fanzine is an appropriate place for a bit of
soul-searching. Why is it Redd Boggs is devoting wesary hours to sten-
cil-cutting, blue~pencilling, and - typer-batting, when he could be bene-
fitting society by removing Minnesota snow from Minneapolis sidewalks,
or patrivtically reducing the wheat surplue by guzzling its liquid by-
producte at the corner tavern?

For that ‘matter, why am I aiding and abetting thie literary mas-
sacre, grimly ignoring the fact that Joan Caulfield is voluptuating
across the screen .down at the Wolverine, and I could get there in time
for the last show if I left now?.

KAnything for the sake of’ fandom!" 1 hear an adolescent voice
shouting, But look. Look at .the duotation that heads this article.
1% seemg that mere fannishnees ie not enough to qualify an act1V1ty
for aooroval . : , T

4nd that brings us. to the orucial problem' ‘What is fandom.eup-
posed to accomplish? o . ‘ o . ..

To a con31derab1e group there is but one- Teason for expending
t1me, effort and money on fan activity -- and that is to act as &a sort
57 unpaid publieity agency: for the prozines. It may be direct press-
sgentry, such as. interviews with editors, news of forthcoming ig-
aues, or reviews of newly-published books. It may be 1nd1re,u, long-
160ge essistance in the form of missionary activity in behalf of o-F,
The more fans, the more readers; the more readers, the lafger the cux-
citlation figures of the prozinee.

Admittedly this fervor ien't altogether altruistic: Most of the
fans who indulge in it are either semi-pros themselves, with a side-
line of bookdealing, agentinhg, or publishing -~ or else they have more
or less nebulous arbitions to someday devise a scheme for making a
living in the fantasy field.:

Parenthetically, there's not a thing in the world wrong with such
motives. A large part of the professional science fiction field today
is made up of the fandom of ten years ago. Certainly it is more logi-~
cal to expect the fan of today to become the pros of tomorrow than to
expect outsiders to take over the publishing company Dberths without
the preliminary orientation provided by fandom. It can be done, of
course, but other conditions being equal the guy with a few years of
actifanning experiences hasg quite an advantage over a newcomer to this
highly complex induetry. .

- 21 -
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It's only na*ural tna.-tn rfessional should eye fandcn with a
speculative gleam, pondering hcw ne can mnmanipuiate eall this mult%-
directional energy and enthaqiasm for his own purposes. He wouldn't

be much of a bu31nessman if he dLan't haV° *hat attitude.

But other goals have been suggested for fandom than pub110121ng
the pros. Saild bpeer's Fancyclopedla (1944) " ‘ - o
nFrom time to time, people will stand up and ask.
what is the-.purpose of fandom. The Michelisti¢ ' reply
was that fandom ghould join the Leftist movement and
work “for a sclentific-sociallst ‘world state. Other. semi-
“Michelisti¢ replies are dlong similar-lines. Speer’ main=
- %ains that fandocm as fandom should influence the world
. -only thru its influence on the individal fans, who may -
be influential men someday. gome ‘have believed that
stimulation of science is our chief Jugtification.  Pro-
bably the majorisy, beliéve  that ths y]eaeure de;ived
from fan actiV1ty is Justificaflon enuf U "' '

It seems to me that.last-ltem, "the pTeacure d ived from fan ao-
tivity," not only is the reason for suck activity  but is the basic
factor which explains the growth of fandom 1n the first place.

Superficlally this seems‘like reasonlng in cirqles, but nonethe-
less it remains valid. The only‘rauthorities competent to decide what
shall be the goal of fandom are the fans themselves; the fans are fans
because they derive pleasure from the publishing, wrlting, club-organ-
lzing, and other diversions of fandom which would seém 11ke ‘work to
anyone else; therefore the only purpose which fandom has is' to serve
as the faamework upon which these individual act1V1ties can be pegged
and to give them an excuse for existing.‘

Notice tnat in accordance with this formulatlon it is poss1b1e'
to be a fan, yet have not the sllghtest interest in 501ence,_ sclence-
fiction, or fantasy. 4nd thus there is room irr fandom for the legend-
ary charecte; who never reads a pr021ne and wouldn't know a FlnlayA
from e Rod Ruth. )

Yet most fans are interested in the pr021nes, for that is how
they got into fandom in the firdt place. I think it is’safe to agsune
the majority of fan careers are laupnched via a letter to gome:’ Prozine
readers® column., - And taking the time and effort to" write & letter to,
a magazine implies that the reader has done more than - Just reaﬁ “the
publication for "escape® or "entertainment.™ He has'brbught t0" bear’
at least a rudimentarTy critical apprehension; he has thought . about.
what hé has-read, and come to %dme ccnclu31on which he ; deems sufflc—j
jiently 1mportant to write down and send to the editor. )

At this point o platoon cf cynics wiil T'ar back ahd tell e most

n letters are written to get the writer some free egnhoo ~thre
etng khis name in print. = True enough -~ but unleas uhP Cagual s+fmagv
aex hes what might be caliled a "fan-siantec® mind, he §iTT regard
the ‘safiefaction of seeing hig name ip pript as ouiweighed by the ivk-
meness of sitéting down and baruerlng tne written language iuto semi-

“'PJ'IJ"‘Q .
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coherence o & sheet of paper. He will find it simpler to get his ego-
bos by running 85 yards to a touchdown, or oot+1ng a-deer with a high-
powersd. »ifle.: ox' huilding a model B 25 comp ete with bomb—bay .doors
that oocn d&ﬁ olcse. .

In qao*’, fhe pLIM¢TV requigite for success in fandom is a pre-
dilectioh for. amataur joutnaliem, Fans do all sorts of things in con-
necticn with soience fiction, Tat primarily they write. They write
storleg, énd artisiles, and poetry whose prevailing lousiness is pro-
bably only exceeded in the mundene press associations and the "poet's
Cornert departments of weekly rural newspapnrs.- ' - o

~Wheh fans aren't wrwning anythlng elge they are writing letters.
A yéar's crop of fenzines makes a gtack about a- foot high, but the
average actifan's cosre cpulderce during the same period would probably
tower two or three feet if written on the same thick paper. While an
appalling amount of the siuff could . be .admirsbly used. to support
ThoTeau's assertion that most material . ‘sent through . ‘the mail isn't
worth the postage it costs, it does serve a purpose. It gives the fan
(who is usually 8till in the midst of his educational years) . more
practice in gathering data, thinking sbout what he:has: :gathered, “com-
ing to & conclusion, and expreesing hig conclusion ":coherently, “than |
the most exacting of teachers could beat into his unw1111ng skull in a
century.

I doubt if anyone can be exposed to actifandom. for ‘a  time ‘and
thereafter read a newspaper or magazine or textbook with the same at-
titude as before., Fandom teaches one to analyze what he reads simply
by presenting so many conflicting opinions that. no one can possibly
accept them all. And the-vegusness with which the field of .science
fiction is defined leads to practically the entire body of. -human ‘know-
ledge being fair foddex for the insatiable typewriters of +the fan
writers. Thus a fan gazes upoa. the authoritative opinions of adoles-
cents on evexrything from bebep %o Kerzybski, air-power to relativity, .
and the knowiedge that other people of his own age are actually inter-.
ested in and apparently informed upcen these topics automatically makes
them catch his eye when he seea them mentioned in his non- fannish
reading.

It is important to note that in fandom the main interest centers

upon what one has %o say, not how he says it. In the citadel itself,
the FAPA, the most merciful ccmment upon the apoearance of many of the
oubljeaulons is to say that, in geoneral, they are legible. Apropos

of this I recsll some fan's comment r=gard1pg a recent exhibit of mun-
dane apazines, that the mundane ayjay groups put all their effort into
neat and axtistic typography, with little regard for “the ‘content of
their magazines. o

Thus it would ssem that to be a fan one must be the type of per-
son who derives genuine pleasure from reading and from writing, one
nust have a rather fully-developed tbump of curiosity" so that the
veried topics which come up for Giscussion and dissection in the fan-
wsrld are of interesgt, and very likely one must also have a sufficient-
1y resilient imagination to, absoxrb.the impact of-the often-cany ideas
which are batted around so casually by fans. SR

(S
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There is hé doubt tnat the prozines are a useful edjunct to this
fannish empirg,: They serve as a. screenlng test to weed out of Earth's
billions the few thousands who coughly f1 the rTequirements in the pre-
ceding paragraph. They also furniles a lawnching-point for fannish dis-
cussions end activities, a common ground nn wnlou the star - begotten
can- get’ acqualnued and es\ahleh the basis for more complex dlscussion
and argument Lo .

. Withous: proz*nes, it ig doubtful that a worldwide complex -of
imaginative individuals would. have come into being on such a scale as
present fondom., Butv if pIO'EBSional atfdom were to vanish now, I doubt
whether it would mean the end of fandom, About the most serious con-
sequence would be lack of an excuse to” hold a ‘world convention each
year -- but even that prcbably would be replaced by an annual FAPA
convention or some similar event. After all’, as everyone who has at-
tended. one says, fans go to conventions to .meet other fans. - ‘4And . if
pros  are only 1ncidenta1 there, they ‘are eurely not essential elsef
where in fandom. : . " :

8o when anyone suggegte that fandom's purpose is to’ serve the
ros, my treaction is thisy. From the fan 'point.of view the' situation
s exaotly the reverse -- .the pros exist to help us fans mdke fandom

bigger and better. And why do we want fandom bigger and better?

Because it'e more fun that ,way.

THE TENTACLE CROWD . L (Conoluded from page 20)

Yes, the tentacle crowd is back and with a8 slick flnlsh If Blll
had looked real cleose at the "presences" he would have seen- a tentacle
or two. You can't develop a super science, fly a saucer, . sow “Catalyst
X," and hold Bill down with just two hands. That takee tentacles e
at least ten per cregture.
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FORGOTTEN FANTASIES (Goncluded £zom page 9)

on Earth, The mortal 1s informed that he will be. called 1nto -gervice
again shortly, but only after -"death," and he must prepare.. He wakens
in the temple and, leaving, procc¢eds to retire from business and = set
his affairs in- order. Later, he is roused from sleep to behold the
goddess, some 30 feet tall’ though gne is, has paid him a visit. It is
g0 dark that there is no sign of his familiar room. But.he is. inform-
ed that it is not quite yet time %o go; but goon. .

This novelette stands out far above the stories I have . read in
the old Weird Tales, most of which were science fiction, rather than
fantasy. 1tbough my taste lg:naturally f01 science fiction, the early
days of Weixrd Tales were the fotmat;va period of fthat 11terature, and
Tah+86J—We’Td material had a much-fifmer footlng, 80 perhaps ‘it is not
ssrange that this fantasy carries s -bigger punch than the- Weird Tales
type of science fiction. It 18 yarns like this that make it possible
for some fans to dream of the past and accolade fthe good o0ld days.™"
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