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Forry-Word: This Is a Deadlline Day Publicatlion, created at white '
heat in a brown study, and wtth the mental hazard ot having not a drop \

ot correction tluid handy. Glom emulates The New Yorker, this issue, ~
in. deserting its usual (gone to) pot-pourri ot witticisms, criticlsms
and narcisslsms for (& la the "Hiroshima™ article) a single feature,

REMIN I SCENCE
, by
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AS | GLANCE along the titles on my bookshelves, almost involun-

tarily | visuvalize thee scene and circumstances Under which each was
acquired. As with every collector, the books have been discovered in
a variety of places.s In somzthing of a hif-or-miss tas:hfon, | intznd

to reminisce somzwhat along this line, <
: | am uncer tain at precisely
what age | tirst ready tantasy, but |.must have,beecn about 10 or 11}
yzars old when | discovared Haggard's "Clzcpatra™ In my tatherts |i-
brary. | cnjoyed it--blithely sliding over any passages incomprehen-
siblz to my age--and immediately ‘thereatter read HRH's incomparable
et this ‘was .t he beainning .ot my r°ad|ng in tantasy, it Is well
over 30 ycars ago.

The librarian at our home fown Public¢ Library,
knowing what | most liked, saved tor me, sometimes, titles just pub-
|is hede Thru her good of fices, In 1916 | tirst read Twaln's "The Mys-
tzrious Stranger" (in a magazine; | think Harper'sl==and, in 1917, she
qavz me tirst chance at. Mi tchell's "Drowsy™, and Burton E. Stevenson's
"A King in Babylon". th later years [.hunted out these titless - gciis
ting "Drowsy" by mail. /Put that pun-cil down, Ack, put that pun-cil
down.7 ‘But the Stevecnson title eluded me for yzars, until, in 1944,
WhSkl% watk ing down 4th Ave., Tn" NYC, | tound 1#, at last, outside a
Boir-z on *a 10c table épreffy cheapater. a  tabllesidnic:hvo.ulid “cos Sl
Bet 5 Buck ouf harec in Calitornta/.

NEW YORK CITY has always been a
gold minec ot tantasy, to m=, and [ try to makz a book-hunting trip
W S Pleash once vear Ly. General ty —spzakidng, 1 have tound "B
Bitthig:s mot on thoese s treets 2spz cially devotzd to bookshops, but ra-
e in morec-out-ot-+the-way nooks and corners ot +the huge cltys Whezn
in Nzw York | suppodse about 50% of my time is, necessarily, spcnt 1In
cellars or attics, accumulating dust and dirt on my pvrson, but, al-
most invariably, accumulating books, also,
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| have memorizs of many spots--Stammer's czllar, tor instance.
Stammzr was a picturcsque tigure, in his book-jammed s forc on 4th Ave.
Hz has passed away now, and was, indzzd, an ag®d man when |+ 3idre S S a
him. He would sit in a chair toward the rear of his storec, keeping a




keen eye on all activity--barking precise and avtocratic commands to
his clerks. His knowledge of books was amazing--legendary. | recall
as | started, one rainy day, tor the cellar (where he kept anlt=sts esttifioins)
he called me back and bade me leave my umbrella with him. It seems
that once some ingenious customer had attempted to carry oft some
bookss; secreted inside his umbrella!

(=2 Stammer's cellar yielded me some
prized titles. In its murky depths | dug out trom the dust-shrouded
shel ves such gems as Hyne's "The Lost Continent", in the 190C First
Edition: Astor's "Jjourney In Many Worlds"; an elegant copy ot Marsh's
"The Reectle"s several Haggards; Lloyd's "Etidorhpa", with its so-welird
Bt rations. GAEngland®’s "The Air Trust™ was there; Stoker's " Jewel
of the 7 Stars"; Benson's "Visiblz & Invisible"--and others. And,
with the zxczption ot "Etidorhpa", never did | have to pay more than &
dol lar tor any book tound in Stammzr's cel lar.

ESrseca ) ronescurn ROMS
fact which intrigued me-~that therz were two old-book dzalers in New
York, onz named Stammer, thz othzr Stutter. Well, Mr Stammcr is agone
BEW==but, as tar as_ | know, Mr Stutter 'is SARIRINE st iy 24 v ~i-n Shays i ppzisises
Both Stammzr and Stutter had bzzn conducting their businzsscs for over
40 yzarse

Chapf.'j
"Always Darkest Betore--="
One atternoon | wandered into a 5th Ave. bookstore which didn't
look too promisina. Asking for tiction, | was bade to climb certain

twisting iron stairs, and, up above, came upon 3 conGLOMera tion /ed's
B ot "fittes. © ln short time | "had picked out mint copies of Sher-
Cifi's "The Hopkins Manuscript" and Stapledon's "Odd John" (at 50c
Pch le~and SFWright's "Dawm™. -Thenj on”the very boftom of a very
R i ch ing. plile, I ospiled. & thick book’ in a red binding. Of course

its backstrip was turned to the wall so that | couldn't read the sHihizes
| $21t certain | knew what this book wss, so | tugged and pulled, and

BN Rl “aot it out. ) wWas Fight in my™guessi It was an excellent

copy of England's "Darkness & Dawn". | took it downstairs, to tind

the owner had gone outs A girl-clerk looked at DEDN; and “thiens diaeils
ded 75c would be about the right price ftor 1t1

DR utn von AN S fie ok 4 st o B Naiss au, - there vsed 'to be a big rzmaind-
2r s torz--gonz now. All books ware new, and in dust wrappers;, and at
Eseno in pricese, Lhis was 1o PR G 2or Iy 9305, > Priced from 49 to :80Ek
this storc gavz up to me a varizty ot Haagard titles, and- every' book
RSl thon 1ssued by —john . Taine, except Green Firc™, which” | pilckediup
yzars later in Brooklyn.

Spzaking of Brooklyn, it otten gave mz the
B s L tound. on ey bbek: huhtee oherc; & t60,  vsed: to bz a rema ind-
er sitorc. Onz atternoon Mrs Ladd and | werz driving along Bdwy, Bklyn
In passing | noticed a small stand with a few books on 1t, in front of
s stationcry shop. Onz book was yzllow. | said to Mrs Ladd, " That
B 6 3. copy-—of SNETE IFT Us LR tE ace in thic Abiyis se! .. . Twio bl ckis
furthzr along | turned my car around and went back, parkcd, and trot-
BN TR s books tadd ofwhich bore ‘ar-sign, 25c eas) My hunch had been
corrzcts The yzllow volume was a very fclcMc epyssof <! Thc Fa.coulinetibe
Ab\/SS“.
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BACK IN THE 20s, on book hunts, | used-to visit Ladd's Book Store
in Brooklyn. He had a huge-stocks He and | never did satistactorily
decide whether or not we were relatede After his death, his store
vani shed, but one of his woman=-clerks opened a very small storz out on
e s e oavtais: . sit 1 | | e busines s “the ne “hn SEA4 =& WESEE ol Al
B, o cach.vear, talked Books with her, ‘petted “her and examined
her /oops, left a tew words out there--should read pettzd her huqge
tomcat and examined her stock/ most of which onz has to lookash
pzrched on.a very high ladder, for the ceilings are ¢'x t remziy- Sheigiheg
th2 place small and narrow. | tound her shelves (double rows!) packed
BEEr- 1 anbasy Litlzs "most ot which she sold me #or 56 and 75c, L hoEine
S¥ubbornly insistzd on a.doltar foran Mas new" copy Tlst EdifaG SN
of Robt. \/. Chamber's "The Makzr of Moons", in perfect dust wrappzr!

Another little Bklyn shop, - still in 2xistznce, yiclded me Brad-
o W - Caddas s of Atvatabar " 118921 1or. & delWar ;" la:ineks "Grezn
Firzm™ 619281 for $1.50;5 Chester's "The Jngot IOV for 1 Sickinat
gard's "The Lady ot Blossholme" (1908) tor $2; "Dr Fogg'l: ‘E1 iz BRI
mzizrls "Posecidon's Paradisz" for a buck; and a halt a dozen others.

- - —

One finds them cverywherz.....!n a shop tacing a park in San Josz
Cal, 1n Aug. 1925, | bought a tatierad copy ot Haggard's "Nada the
Lily". 1% was a bad copy--covers gonz--and as | read it, sitting on
the obszervation platform ot a Southern Pacttic tre’in, on my way to LA,
I'd tzar oft each pagc as | rzad it, and toss 1t awayl CThifts Spiroczds
e lightzned Tts bulk.) | fear this pertormancz slightly amazed the
othzr passcngers!

From mid=1934 to Feb. '38 ‘1 owned and conducted a bookstorz in
Albany, NY. Naturally, in buying old books | kept my eye peeled for
tantasy. One day a lady bouaht /read brought/ tn 8 books, tor which

R - anted: g quartersapiece. She got her priceld One ‘ot " thzm wdsess

supzrb tirst edition, 1926, of Mzrritt'!s "The Ship of lIshtar™, and an-
othzr "The Worid's Desire" by Haggard & lLana. o
‘ ; : My. storc-was near the

‘railroad-station, and a 'stout gentleman, stopping over betwzen trains,
Ssecined thaf | |iked fantasy. "iIt1ll make a“you & przsent of a"book

|tyz-becn reading," he said. /A przmature "a" in thz foregoing

spzech, inadvertzntly added by me in copylng,-turns the unidentitied
BB Sk Sinte apedtalians/ M madi it forviov. T tHe did.T  Theuate
was Eddisont's "The Worm. Our oboros'".

e, : : ~ Whlle in the store, my whole-

e Mor rcl zased, at 54c a copy. These were mint In.d/we /You mean
jam, Thyril./ Haggard's "Belshazzar" and Merritt!s "DwelTzrs in the
Mirage". For a long time | featured these two titlas on salc torf. lo%
apicce, along with a tcw coples of Ray Cummings® "The Man Who Mastered
Tie" and ™Tarrano -the Congueror".

G o g
- "Author! Author "




A TALL SLIM young man who often visited my bookstore became a
very fine friends His name was P, Schuyler Miller; an avid collector
and s tantasy author himselt, with e ter 1] offem appear tng-Tnisthe ekd
(large sized) Amazing Stories and other magazines. Thru his interest
| added many tinz titles to my collection. Onz.day he Voaned me;:a
Rt Erle Cox's "A,t of the Silence™ 11928). | began to read 1t,
and literally sat up R T e e | [ i 6 W g wahted this badly, and
Schuyler appeared--within a week—<wl fh -a. copy -he:tad |ocated “tn New
¥®rk tor a dollar. Then, one day Schuyler popped Into my store and
annouhced he had bought for me a book just orinteds "You wwe me $2.50
B b said. "$2.501" | grumbled, handlig him the money but
without too much enthusiasm. He handed me, then, a black-leather
B book (1t looked tike a-Biblel} titled "Dawn of Flame"--a memorial
volumz of tales by Weinbaum, then not-long deceaseds Moskowitz writes
Bt "only 250 copics ot this book were ever actually distributed.
Schuyler had performed tor me a valuable service.

- e w0 - o v -

Bl asth s wavyss nowit a5 5 fnom et et roms therels ~thys my books have
bz2n gatheread together. So Y Hselsg ol cour sey  whth a4 g ta sy colabecs
tors, and cach who reads this could tell his story of book-hunting and
discovericse.

Dot somaltlia ol owmene: rmyl-ce EraplE s s 2 | b.ookis FHEnAlia
B e s fop- and | ookl «You. mever know !
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An Ad

Here, boys & gliriliss, e e ‘Somme bargains (well, anyway, books) over-
look 2d by looker Ladd. Any or all may be had by sending money, postal
B>, sifampsy “check s Janderimomey orders to me, Forrest Ackerman, at
Box 6151 Metro Stn, Los Angel 2s BB Gake

WORLDS BEGINNING, by the suthor of Thunder Rock: recommended to you by
Dale Hart, EcEvans, Russ Hodgk ins and myselt. Tathe o oyes o ailiens
MILLENIUM |, by Dwiggins (11lustrated). Future drama. Ncar newe$1.00
SYNTHETIC MEN OF MARS, SWOKDS OF MARS, CARSON OF VENUS, TARZAN THE
MAGN!IF ICENT and 16 others by Burroughs, a bl "] ame s oo oins e lEEE
THE PEOPLE OF THE COMET, tirst Austin Hall tn hard COVErSeesoeose$b2.00
THE SIXTH HEAVEN, novel by "Travelllng Grave™ Hartleyoooojamesoso$1.50
TITUS GROAN, thz Gothiclassic by Mervyn T A T SRR
BACK TO THE FUTURE (2047), new Enallsh novel, ]am................$2.50
FINAL BLACKOUT, autogratt by L. Ron e O o siss o v s 5o avvs's a s oo s PRAEE]
THE BLACK WHEEL, A- Merri tt & Hannes Bok...................o.....$4.00
OUT OF THE UNKNOWN, van Vogt & Hul l fanfasyarns..................$Q.%O
TLE WORLD OF NULL=A, van Vogt (revised trom Bt = S L e el S S
THE ELEPHANT AND THE KANGARCO, "1y })-Made" White's Fate s beavme s snlil i
MIS TRESS MASHAM!'S REPOSE, White's nexto-latest (jam).............$|;f
HOLY TERRORS, by the late Arthur Machen (jam)....................$l.ﬂt
THE IMMORTALS, Ralph Milne Farley, mlnf.............o........,...$OQ§Q
SLAMES OF. Li1AX, -John Russzlt| Fezarn, min?....................,....$O«m
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