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S ENSATIONAL?

[editorials]| ' page one

It has come to my attention recently,
the medium being a number of earnest lett-
ers from readers of SFBULLETIN, whose ideas 5
to date havey for the most part, been both aJﬁ%
construetive and original, that many of the € Llisgp
perusers of SFB feel I am editing said mag=
azine in a manner which might be oalled “Ray
Palmer-ish", In short, they feel that yours truly is too blatantly
sensational in the manner of presentation of his magazine,

I gather that this seems odious to many of you, so perhaps I had
best set aside what I'd planned for a regular editorial and reply open-
1y to these grievous maledictions,

Fiprst, let's get one thing straights I'm not emulating Ray Palmer,
NYor am I miming John Campbell, ¥or am I following the policies of a)
L.L, Gold, b) Ben Hibbs of the Saturday Evening Post, or c) Max Keas~
ler of Opus, I am plagerizing = certain Harlan Tllison who is sincer-
ely and openly mad about his me azine to the point where he'd like to
crawl out on some rooftop and secream at the top of his lungs, "Look at
me you fools, I've got 2 magazine thatt's oodd I've got 300 readers who
gay it's goodl And everything I run is good! ILook, I've got a ood
magazinef" That's what I feel like doing, but instead I have to swal-
low my pride and keep saying, "/ell, last issue was all right, but..it
could have been better,"

Then out comes Redd Bogrs (for whose opinions this editor holds
nothing but the highest of regard) in an article for a FAPA magazine,
and says a number of things which boil down to: #A11 amateurs who mimic
the prozines are puerile, simpering, idol-worshipving fools who should
abandon all contact with the pro style of doing things, no matter how
sucessful those methods may be, and go out on their own with their own
methods, no matéer how ridiculous they may turn out to be #

A fan with whom I'm more=thaneslightly femiliar enclosed the af -
orementioned article in a letter stating that he felt Redd was spesking
with SFB in mind, He said (in the article) that signs of this "pro=
worship" are running blurbs on the front cover, printing your magazine
price, rumning a line on the front cover (i.e, In this issues a story
by Bill Venable), and other tricks which henven to be eommon to both

SFB and the promags, Unfortunately, Redd Boggs has never received a
copy of this periodical (not, of course, eliminating the - possibility
that he mey have read someone else's copies), 8o I cannot say with any
amount of conviction that he d4id not have SIB in mind when these reme
arks were made, e

But I can say that Redd has the wrong slant,

Fandom has an insidiuous habit of meking fanzines conform to the
"standards" thev hold dearest, But SIB ain't gonna conform, When
Ellison runs a blurb on the front cover, he's not trying to draw sales
(even though S35 is s0ld on some of the stands in Cleveland),he's pute
ting down a few lines that PLEASE HIM, Thus, Yext Text, CrystaleBall-
ing, Story -lecormendations, etCyy are all self-nleasers, They are ine
tended (naturally) for the entertaimment, and possibly the enlightenw
ment, of you readers; but they are primarily to please your editor, If
however, you are too displeased with any one thing, that will in turn
displease me, and I'1l regulate the situation accordinmgly. I don't
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page two EDITORIALS (concluded)

think that's a crime, There is little enou. 1 pleasure from a fanzine;
that the editor derives a little more from inclusion of certain things
does not lessen the readability or worth of the magazine.

I'm publishing SFBULLETIV first to please me...and second t o
please you, That may seem ocold=blooded from where you sit, but self-
preservation is as strong in me as the nearest mountain goat, and I
fully intend Yo preserve myself both physically and (more important)
mentally with whatever means are at my comand, - .

Perhaps I've deviated, but it 2ll comes down to the fact t h a t
SIB's policies are SFB's policies, They're not Campbellts, nor Tony
Boucher's, They're the ones Ellison wants, with modifications so pre=
scribed by Honey Wood and a majority of you readers,

This same fan suggested to me, “...tryvy to find some...issuves o f
STACEWARP and re=align your editorial policies in line with those.'Now
Art Rapp's SPACEWARP was (admittedly) a .durned good magazine, but the
title of this publication is SCITIICE TFAITASY JULLETIN, not SPACEWARP,
I don't mooch someone else's ideas...I don't mooch theiT LayoutS.....T
dont't mooch their subacribers....and.I'll be doubly burned in effigy
before I'll swipe their editorial policy. Thatl!s the way it is, If
you don't like 1t,..move on to same other merazine that suits you bet=
ter.s SFB will improve, I sincerely trust, with age, but it will b e
with better artists, better stories, more intricate and original inno=
vationsg, and not,..you hear me, 1J0T with pilfere@ editorial fancies as
employed by someone else., That's the way the land lies, take it or

leave it, SID Btg!S'SI‘rB.---a’o-ooo'oro-_.noo.sogo_ooh-e

N

o :
0 0%/ % WNes I find, due to the monstious colleation of jne
o »3&%. o teminable verbiesge you have possibly waded through
X 0Q%%° Jjust above, that my choser topic for discusgion  is

—2 to be contracted into a most homeopathic amount of
11 1¥stra tion) SERGERL Y space, DBut, I think,. it will not be such a opatase
trophe as I mgy have mede it, Iy premisés are sim=
' ple in natvure, my feelincs nlain,

WVhen the Crusaders ventured out of the Christisn lands to hunt and
drive back the Saracens from tlieir holy cities, perhaps the biggest of
the few accomplishments they attained was the insemination and inadver=
tent dissemination of cultural attributes and affectations,

This "eultural interchange" was what drew mankind out of the dark
ages and raised him to his first heights of megnificence, The hegroe,a
race unto himself, has atiributes and Yeulturazl affectations" which the
white man needs, Science fiction and fandom are two fields where fans
gshould be the last to in any way denrive a race (with its probable gift
of varied knowIledge) of equal standing, lulti~differentiated viewpoints
are the lifes~blood of science fiction, and only by whole~hearted acc=-
ept-nce of these men with new viewpoints, are we going to progress,

There are, unfortunately, factions in fandom who are less open=
minded toward negroes, This is something that I find personally dista-
steful, I heaven't met one~sixth of my: subscrintion roster, and yet, I
gincerely hope that a good portion of my recders are negroes, Or for a
matter in fact, I'hope they're yellow meN, ..0r red,..or green,..for by
thelr very differénces, they have had to.adept, and by such adaptation,
they have instilled new viewpoints in themselves, Don't let prejudice
waste and deprive fandom and scierce fiction of these valuable view-
pointss It've seen neghtoes at the conventions...now let's see them i n
fandom itself--~-working side by side with their brothers......eseee,..he
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Each issue of SIFBULIETIN featurcs a 1
awerd for a mewber of the scienac fiction
rarks for outstanding achlevement i thin
ever-expending field, The CITATION is the
h_ghnSu honor we are able to bestow; - it
is & show ol our gratitude %o persons i
thering this specialized field, The 1952
roster of awards lists: L, Snrague i 8
Camp, Iletcher Pratt, Lloyd Arthur Esh~
bach, Robert A, Heinlein, John 7, Camp=['§
bellyJre, BE, Snith, Ph,D,, H.,L. : Gold,
Anthony Boucher,Alfred Tester,Eric Frank
Russell, Isaac Asimov and this month's
avard winnem», XNext month hegins a new £
years listing, A semi~annual recording NU/\’\BER tLE VEN
will be made once again in the July SF3, RAY BRADBURY, the John
which will bring the list up to date. Steinbeck of mode r n

science fiction writing

Perhaps the greatest exponent of "mood%" in science fiction is the
game person who is the most controversial figure in science fiction. A
man who came from the limitless ranks of fandom and fanzine publishing
to blaze out not only in the microcosm of science-fantasy, but in the
ultra~sophisticated macrocosm of slick writing, Ray Bradbury's debut
in science fiction went relatively unheralded, but with the r a p i d
publication of THE EARTIH :EN, 17ARS IS HIEAVEl, PILLAR OF FIRE, and a8
diversified a range of high-class science-fontzsy as the field had yet
geen, he startled jaded science fictionists out of their doldrums, His
rapid-fire technique of presentation, combined with the unprecedented, .
vital force of his plots, began an entirely new trend in the field, as
more emphasis was put upon clever presentation and sound plotting,

Bradbury'!s entrance was relatively unlhierelded, but not so his new
"discovery", 1In a short period he became the darling of the sophist ic-
ates; his work appeared in The RNewvorter, The I'ew Yorlrer, and other le=-
gitimate sources, obscuring his stronger, hough "unrecognized", mase
terpieces, Vit the advent of Bradbury in Ilartha Foley's annual selecs
tions, the field of science fiction and fentasy suddenly became accep=
ted. by the snob-nosed highbrows with their beaks lowered into Hardy
and Elliot,

Bradbury's books, TITZ MARTIAY CHRONICIES and TIE ILLUSYRATED MAN,
proved to any who mi:ht have remained slkeptical as to his importance,a
hrave point: science fiction needed only one person to drag it up b ¥
ita? bootstraps into the realm of acceptability.

It was Ray Bradbury with his cleverly concealed platitudes, h i s
often rapier-sharp wit, his sparkling originality who provided the op=
ening in the armor of staid respectability through which science fic~
tion has been able to draw itself, liany are the arguments againgt Ray
Sraubury, but the bulk of them fade to insignificance when confronted,
logically, with the strength and uniqueness of his writing, and h i s
efforts which have brought reknown to the field of science fiction,

a subscription for c full year to oIS 18 belng sent to
EMTJRNBURY o rme s T R TTR

~
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That vtterance to the umnner right is Just the way
your editor feels after talking 511.80 worth of in-
teresting conversation with one of the greatest men
in the science fiction field, Your editor gessed for forty-eight mnmine
utes with H,L, GOLD, daddy of GALAXY SCIENCE IFICTION. And our conver-
.-sation entailed many facets of providing for SIBULIETIN readers a Jane-
vary issue that will be remembered in fandor till the last fanzine goes
to its! sloppily-mimeographed grave, Next issue, the Jamiary 1953 one
that begins our second year of publishing, will contain:

JANUATY 1903 m=wewmeawwwyolpme 1 number l2ese~wswew-number 12
THE GALAXY SCIENCE FICTIQN APPRECIATION ISSUE

an article of importance by H,L, GOLD revealing the innermost workings
of GALAXY through that first year~and-a~half when the tactics were more
often than not below-the-belt and all was not sweetness and light with
the fieldt's foremost adult publication,

guest editorisl by H,L, GOLD; the editorial whiech will be run in May in
the new fantasy publication BEV(QlD=~=read it in SFB three months before

an unusually adroit article revealing the basics of BEYOND, the new fan-
tasy magazine by someone who should know: IVELYN PAGE GOLD---=lirs, gSF

a list of the tremendous stories to be published next year in GALAXY SF

complete index to the stories, artists, and authors for the first four
volumes of GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION=----g comnlete reference work,

THE FINGENBONE OF ACCUSATION by Richard Elsberrye~eone fan's opinion of
the controversial %“cover layout swiping® which threw sf into an uproar.

GALAXY: an appreciation--=-e«specially written noem by Noreen Kane Falasca

pluss

covers (don't faint!l) by BMSH i

vee2nd if this 1isn't enough to warrent
your being around, then brother, you'd
better lie downs..I've got news for you:

YOU'EET  DEAD!

=e--=humbly, your editor, Harlan Ellison

-



feature iy e

e o
e '\‘/

‘E; /\. . ‘ v
Z uest d!TOHd
HENRY MOSKOWITZ: ssour miose "Lovange l
This is the second in our series of fgvest bH
editorials® to be handled each issue by a
different person, well-known in the fan or
pro ranks., They will be on all subjects,A - heading by LAVRENCE
particularly important guest editorial is HEKEIMAN
scheduled next month by Horace Tags = Geoisl 1 d%

The question of whether or not THE LOVERS is good science fiction
is a difficult one to answer. %his difficulty stems from many things.

One -= To some pecple, the very mention of the wvord "sex" is more
demnable than any contemporary cuss-word, To me this seems 8illy, ot
one of us would be here today if it were not for sex, BRach of vus is a
product of sex~~unless there are already humanoids existant on Earth!
To them,anything daring to mention sex 1s bad~~which is putting it to
you gently,

Two =-- To some people, Philip José Farmer's writing style mi ght
condemn THE LOVERS., He is -one of the first toe--and perhaps he isg the
very first to fully--utilize the style of the late Satnley G, Weinbaum,

Weinbaum was one of the first to use 2 naturalness of dialogue.His
descriptions and characterizations of aliense=other-worldly--beings he
did in such a way as to be wholly believable ond true-to-life,

The same is true of TFarner, “

It can be argued that I an wrong, That I might not know of what
I speak, I will not argue the point., It is useless., Because I
might very well be wrong, But I doubt very much that Theodore Stur-
gepn can be wrong--in this case, Ted has given the world many beauti=-
inl-~-and strong--words from his typewriter macde of cold metals,Witness
his THUNDER AiD ROSES. Witness his THE DREA IiC JEVELS, Witness his
SAUCER OF LOMELINESS.

. At a publishers'--meeting-dinner, for lack of a better words. The=
qdore Sturgeon discarded his prenared address, such as it was, and
gpoke for twenty solid minutes on and about ™ LOVERS., To put it milde
¥y he liked the story, He tried to share his feelings with the othe
ﬁgs present, Thether he did or not is open to debate, Tor My money.

did} Wy .

. Sam lioskowitze=-who is neither myself nor my grendfather-~is no
3louch, either, when it comes to JudBing tihie merits of a story.lle says
vhat THE LOVERS is basically the old-fashioned tyve of science fiction,
fnere are differences, of course, he admits, The writing is less
gtilted, Perhaps the science is a bit more flavored and not se dull,
The science certainly was not copied out of some textbooks or reference
A8 some authors, whom I can naire, did back in the thirties, But the
pcience in TSIE LOVERS is very cefindtely the largest gop allowed in a
modern science fiction magazine in recent years,

\ Science fiction--unlike the westerns=~-~and the detective story-=to
a great extent follows-~has very little to do with love, TLove interests
in tke past have been very superficial, Prominent opposition to this

N



page six ABOUT THOSE LOVERS (concluded)

18 the love between Kimball Kiiinison, Grey Lensman, and his titan-hzired
nurse, Also that to be found in SPACEHOUFDS OF IPC.

Love interest might be said to have been prominent on the coversaf
the mid-thirties to early fifties magazines: The female, scantily dad,
attacked by a drodoling Bug-Eyed honst3r, who is vancuished by the ster-
ling heraq, he willy clad against space in a oumberaome suit, But this is
more bayer-reeder-cttraction than love interest,

Philip Jése Termer has shown no little amount of authoral gemus in
combining -the elements of love, sex, science, and alienism to forge a
moving novel of 'science fiction, I say "forge!" because if any of those
integral elements is taken away, the story cuite falls apart.

To Samuel ilinesp=~and Jerome Bixby--~should go roses for excellent
Judgment and taste, And an sporeciable kacl of fear against reaking an
old, time-worn pulp magazine taboos In so doing, STARTLING STORIES=arfl
the rest of the llines and Bixby magez1nes-~ceased to exist in the puly
category, as we term "pulp,"

H,L, Gold, who hags also shown fine judgment in the guiding of GAL-
AXY SCIENCE TPICTION and the choosing of material from unknown writers,
backed down before the challenge offered by THE LOVERS. e rejected it,
WVhy? Vho knows why? But it would seem that he believed that even a
"slicker" amdience could not accept such a story,

The final questlon remains--and will for cuite some times Vas he
right, or was liines? :

~-=HENRY 1I0SEOWITZ

e S ,"‘ ; il ety
e (>~ ! : : ; department
B o _ [oeuad ]

Last issue being the first one your editor has at
any time been completely (or nearly so) satisfied
with, his ratings turned out at extreme variance
vith the general opinions exnressed by the reader-
ship. Or pephans that threat of liegting the names
of those who gent in their tally sheoets scared the
¢ light o' day into them and we got o record rumber
B - of GABRIEL!S CALL sheets hack. It was gulte hear-|
tening to see that all the columns (yes;even -mine)
went .over well, But the confusing thing was that}
you rated 2ll .-the colurms as just about the same,
' making for about three two-way ties, After ~ muoch
‘deliberation and braln-wrmcking oalcvlgtlon, the figures came out thus
jand so: .
| STOR : | AUTIOR - " PLACE
The Bar On Soulevard Jones,.....Raymond L, Clantyeeesseensscassns
lJabber—WOCky R ...........--...G-I‘egg EAN AT SN ans s sesevess FET o
iExtraterrestrial Beauties.......]) E -A'E-oo-cnoaccunnoouoneooto.lo-
tAnnual Xmas Book ReviewHBssssssvsthe SIB sStaffeccicessssacneees
'Song For Sterlight......eceesseliloreen Falasca................t¢.
AT DRI 5wy ¢ dlreld B are v anitolane d edni LIE R AL BTN i SR BT 36 e 10079, /die # & 40
| Crogsing The BOrCer.:es.esssceeosliorian G, BroWNC,sa ssessessscnss

| cartoon
by RAY.
|G IBSON

[
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3
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vage eight

ADVENT {continued)

—A- Few Words By The Editor: e

- During the full year in which SFBULIETIN has:
‘been appearing, this publication has been not-
ed, among other things, for the elevated quale
ity‘of its fiction, The editor is a firm be-
liever in giving amateur writers a start, and
no better place to carry this belief out than
in these pages, SFB has seen the energence of
& number of fine writers in its twelve-iss ue
life, Lonny Lunde, Robert Kruse, Mike Fragzier,
and Raymond Clancy last issue, Nowy to add a
gold star to the topenotech honor roll of SI8's
authors, Bill Venable, an extremely capable,
as you have seen by his egoboo articles, young
man, pens a tale of The Lunatic. Here, in the
estimation of the staff, is a story which holds
the mirror of life up to mankind and mirrors
its failings so clearly, that this story falls
into the category of serious satire, But at
the same time it provides full~bodied reading
entertaimment, Needless to szy, ADVENT is aw-
arded SFBULLETIN's fifth BULLSEYVE granft.e....he

"The deer which lives

On the evergreen mountain
Where there are no autumn leaves
Can know the coming of autumn

- Only by its own ery."

---Onakatomi Yoshinobo (Japanese, circa
(Translated by Arthur Waley) 900)

* ¥ * * 3*

The lunatic arrived on Sinbad III shortly after 2:30 in
the afternoon, planetary time, Because he was a lunatic,of
& harmless type that is allowed to run around free,the pop-,
ulation of the sole large continent of Sinbad III took note
lce of his coming, He came in a slim silver ship that ap-
peared as a pinpoint in the afternoon sky and plummeted down
to a clean landing that ended in gentle contact with t h e
mathematical center of the mpacevort, Crowds massed out«
side the safety fences ogled and buzzed as the madman issued

from a small evening in the base of the
ship and walked across the open field to

written and illustrated . the Administration tower,

He did not resemble the popular ide
eal conception of a lunatic, He wasg

by
BI LL \ ENABLE young, about twenty-eightshandsome, clean-

cut features, a slight moustache, tall,



ADVEXNT (continued) page nine

black-haired and purposeful, I’e wore an open-necked, shorte-s leeved
blouse that mrg loosely and fluttered in the breeze, and a pair o 5
wrinkled green trousers over tan nlastic slippers. His eyes sparkled
and his heir blew in the wind,

"I ordered some suppliey to be readv when I landed.® The Lunatie
addressed the snaceport officisl at his deésk in the administration tower.

The officisl nodded sagely, regerding the young nan through small,
interested eyes, He placed uis hands together palm to palm and Theld
them before his 1lips, leering at the lunatic over the tips of his finge
ers, "There will be sore delay... Some of the items you requested are
hard to obtain just now." ) ; _

The lunatic waved an impatient hand, "But I radiced the order be=
fore I left Deneb, That was three of yourx nlanetary weeks ago, Surely
by noww-—="

"My good man,® soothed the official, leaning baek in his chair,
"we set to work on your recuest at once. Several of the items you or=
dered were not immediately availecble on this rlanet, They had to be
mined and exported from the fifth planet of this system, necessitating
special reconstruction of one of our old spyacers, Of course, we expect
delivery either today or tomorrow, The exnenses were rather congide
eraeble, ..o ™ ) i E ;

“Never mind that," interrunted the lunatic. "I ean pay well. But
I had hoped for very little delay." ,

The official opened = pacl: of cigarettes stuffed with some local
weed. He slit' the plastic pack at the top and proffered it to t h e
young man, :

"Thanks, " muttered the lunatic, extraoting az tube and tepning it
on his thumbnail, "First smoke I've had in six months,® He put it bee
tween his lips, : : '

"Have a seat." The official waved to a chair begide the desk, He
pulled at a knob on the desk, extracted a rod with a glowing aphere on
the other end, applied 1t to the lunatic's eigarette and then to hi s
own, The lunatic pulled the chair up to the desk and sat down, exhaling
smoke from his nostrils, He coughed once or twice,

The official grinned, "Iocal mutation of -tobacoogs" he said, nA
little stroncer, so go easy,® He dregged on his own cigarette and exe
haled a thin line of smoke from between his lins, He blinked at the
lunatiec, He sald, "Vhat's your hurry?" ]

The young men waved a hand at the crowd that uzzed and gisgled
behind the fence, "That," ‘

The crowd milled and heaved hehind the high fence, One man of se
bout thirty climbed to the top of the fence to get a better look at the
window of the tower. He scratehed his hand on the barbed wire and fell
to the ground, where he sat, unhurt, gazing at the scratch and vhimpere
ings A little knot of peonle snickered and Jjeered at him-for a while
before they lost inyerest and went back to presg their noses to- t h e
fence once more, -Two men were fighting about who would stand on the
other's shoulders to.get a bhetter look, One spat in the other's face
and they went down in a heap of amms, legs, and fists, stirring up the
dust. No one paid them any attention exeent two children who were trye
ing to dig their way under the fence., A wonan was pressing her body
up against tiie back o0f the man next to the fenceq She presged her
breasts into his back, put her chin on his shouvlder with her lins t o
his ear, '"You don' wanna watch this honey," she kept whispering. ~ "Cowe
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alon with me," She whispered it over and over again. Her husband,who
was standing some yards away, was busily engaged in cracking his kmue
Cklesn

"That," said the lunatic,

The official yawned. They ceme to see you," he remarked defens-
ively. "After =211, you constitute something of an unusual event sround
here, to say the least,

"Three times in the history of this planet it has been used as a
Junping-off place for expeditions into interpelactic space. The last
time was~~= almost a thousand years ago, After that people forgot that
Sinbad III was the outermost habitcble planet in the whole galaxy. Eie
ther that, or they decided to give up attempts to reach other gglaxies,

"The last attempt at bridging intergalactic space was the one you
mentioned, a thousand years =go on this very planet,® said the Mnatic,
"Since thien I em the first tb have seriously considered the idea,

;ﬁg a thousand years oz;g$;g£tic higstorye." .

e ofricial cracked his kmuckles, Their cracking made an acutely
sharp scund in the otherwise empty room.

"After all," he said, "why go out there? What is there to gain?
" What adventage can that possibly offer over a settled, secure life on
gome civilized planet? Like Sinbad? hy not stay here, leave intere
galactic space to whoever wants it9u

"I want a future," said the lunatic, "lote== a past,"

The offieial swung his feet from the desk and stood up, smffing
out his cigarette in the desk ash tray, "You can look the town over,
if you like, 1I'1ll be glad to show you around,"

"Thanks,® said the lunatic, "I believe I'11 give my ship a going=
over," IHe stood up, stretched, and walked out of the door, tossing his
cigarette on the ground, .

Through the long afternoon the lunatie worked on his shin, H e
puttered around the base, lifting hatches, s»inning valves, checking the
power units for efficienocy, the batteries and field generators, t h e
landing gear, The crowd, a hundred yards awey behind the fe ne e,
watshed with ineomprehension., The lunatic paid no heed to the milling
crowd, although jeéers and taunts were often flung =t him, “Come over
and be sociablel" a voice yelled, The crowd giggled, "He can't,n e
voice replied, YHis keeper won't let him," The crowd roared, whisgte
led,

The lunatic set up a ladder and ascended the smooth, tapering nose
of the ship; deceleration units, radar and cormmuinications, astrogation
units, he checked them all. Then he went inside, about fiwve otclock,
and prenared and ate dinner in the ship's small galley,

Around six the sneczport official walked across the field and
knooked on the gleamirg huil-with his fist, he ship emitted a low,
bell-like tone, A port opened helfway up znd the lunatic leaned ou %
his head.

"Hellol¥ he called, "“Jusi a minute, I'1l be down,"

"Supplies are here}® the official shouted back,

Cwelllt yelled the luratic, '

Seconds later a lzarge hateil opened in the side of the ship, about
gix feet from the groundi, and a long ramp slid to rest on the earth,
The lunatic stepped out,

tI1{" he greeted the official cheerily, "Glad to know the stuff
is in." .

Y &



ADVENT (contimed) page eleven

"Local stuff is waiting outside in trucks," responded the other,
"The spacer from Sinbad V will 14nd in an hour or so," He pulled a
small portable ralio from his pocket, .spoke briefly into it, Repockete
ing the mechaniem, he turned to the lunatic,. :

WMTice ship," i

T like it ¢ . .

"Tust De complicated to run®® X

"Oh no," said the nut. "She's modern, eesily controlled and with
a wide mergin of safety built in, in cage I do get Dhalled up, ILike to
see insids her?" ‘s :

"Well," the official reddened, "I really would."

"Come on in---oh, hi! Here's the first truck,"

A large vehicle, consisting of #mazi% tractor and incongrously large
trailer, rolled across the field toward them, Its nuclear engine made
no noise,above the slightest whisper as it braked .to a stov before the
remp. e LS iR

"Turn around, will you, and back up the ramp}" called ,the lunatic,
The driver gave a surly look, spun the wheel and backed .the truick up
the slight slope of the ramp, Other trucks rolled across %he fielad
toward them,

The driver of the first truck got out of the cab and ldlled agw
ainst the front of the cab, eyeing the orowd uncomfortably and the lue
natic warily, The lunatic rah up the ramp and opened the back of the
truck, After a moment's hesitation the official ascended the ramp also,

He 'said, "Can I help you? TLoad?® i i ; :

"Sure, =nd thanks." The lunztic heaved a crate of ‘synthetics put
of the truck and slid it across the floor of the huge storage sHace.He
slammed it zgainst the wall and flicked a switch above it. YAnti~grav
at half power," exvlained the lunatic, Nialzes, 1ifting a lot easier "
He hefted anovtler box., .The official 1lifted one, and followed him,

The loading progresséd, The trucks rolled across the field and
up the ramp, to be relieved of their loads and drive away empty., T h e
lunatio and the official worked in silence, Sweat. beaded the officlel's
brow, . " i -

A rock clattered against the gide of the ship.
The lunatic and the nfficial started, M“Audience doesn't like our
aot, " remarked the lunatic. [

The loading continusd, until the last, trueck had driven away empty,
liore rocks banged against ‘he ship's silvery hull, The lunatic stood
and surveyed the almost-filled storage roomy while the official sat on
a orate and mopped his brow with his handkerchief,

"Come on," said the lunatic, "I'Ll show you the ship and' we'll"”
have some coffee, " 3 :

%* %* * *

"It's the same, everywhere, all over the civilized galaxy, Human
culture is-=~decaying, Like our friends there," ' The two sipped their
coffee by an epen port, high in the ship, A mild breeze wafted in
through the port and caressed the two men, " hat's why I'm going,lea=
ving all of this,* The lunatic weved his hend around in an all=encome
passing gesture, "All in all, twenty expeditions have left this gale
axy for another, BSix went to M33, the globulareclusters the greatest
number to have a common destination, Thet's where I'm headed, There,
perhaps, they met enough of a challenge to heve retained the virility
that our civilization has lost. At least, I have nothing to lose."

The official eyed the other in confusion, "But the time] Travel~
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ling at light Speed, even, you'll have been dust before you're g huns
dredth of the way therej over half 2 million lizht-yearg=wah He fell
silent, 4 '

The lunatic shook his head in negation., wrt1y be travelling a ¢
nearly lighte~speed, you see. In objeotive time, over five beidred
millenia will pass in the universe during the trip,  In terms of sub-
Jective time, within the ship, the journey will consume less than a
gonth, one of your monthsg, "

The official shooi his head, "I never lmey that, Science here-~
well, we know very little, But, " he looked up defiantly, as if deter-
mined to find a flaw in the plan, Yerayhile a month goes by for you,
five hundred thousand Years will pass in the universe, Any civilizat-
ion begun by the previous expeditions will be dead, long dead, before
you get therel®

"llog " resnonded the lunatie mildly, ®yer the expedition that left
a thousand vesrs ago will also take five hundred millenia in transit, I
will arrive there g thousand years after they do., Instead of g dead
civilization, I should find--= an expanding one, %

A rock clattered against the side of the ship,

"Hellol The last of yur supplies are herel®™ The lunatic arose
from his seat on the ground at the base of the ship, stretched his legs,

"Well," said the official, rising beside him, The two men gagzed
at the fiery speck in the sky. She was an old~fashioned 8pacer, made
for interplenetzry travel and rocket-propelled, The distant crowd re~
treated to a2 more respectful distancs as the old ship fell toward the
field, supported on a column of Tlame, It landed with a slight $r and
the flame cezsed, High up in the mid-~section 2 hatch opened with a
bang and a crane appeared, 2 truck suspended from the cable, The cable
Played out and the truck, an onen-tonned trailer, descended to earth,
The cable swung again and began unloading leaod-encased boxes of micdleay
fuel, thick bressureescannisters of £ases, The last items, The two men
stood by the lunatic's 8lin ship and watched the operations take place.
Equipment that had not bheen used for fifty years creaked and groaned
under the unaccustomed burden of worl.

The truck, filled, rolled zcross the field to the lunaticts ship,
In the 0ld rocket the crane Swung up and out of sight and the hat ech
slamied with a metallie clang, The rocket trembled; jets thundered and
the old spacer rose on g tail of white heat,

"Where is it goingon inguired the lunstig with interest,

The official sighed, "Back into storsge, It's unlikely that we'll
ever use 1t again.® The truck rolled up to the base of the ship, "Here,
I'11l heln you load "

The last lead box rested ir its prover place within the ship,m'11
give her a lagst-minute checkun and be £oing," said the hmatic, "Thanks
for all you've done, Thankg==~ a lot,"

The official grunted uncomfortably and the two men shook  hands,
The spaceport official, lest of his kind on Sinbad III, walked to the
tower and locked hingelf in, 1e went to a window to wateh the sh i p
take off, 1Ile glanced =t the crowd. They were cuieter than uvsual,
mostly grouped into one little knot, He tried to see what was in the
center of the knot,

On the gleaming nose of the ship the lynatic closed a hatch a nd
started down the ladder.
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An explosion emanated from the center of the knot, The crowd si-
multaneously drew badk to look at the ship.

On the ladder, the lunatic doubled up, IIe pitched forward a n d
fell, ever so slowly, hitting the ground with an inapdible thump. The
crowd cheered, The center of the linoct heaved and a man with a rifle in
his hands wes hefted on the shoulders of the crowd., Hero of the day.

- The offiaeial clenched his handu: tightly, very, very tightly. His
lips drew back and sweat poured do.n his face,

At the top of the tower the ancient weapons, used to defend t he
gpaceport Iron alfack--~~ i

He rushed up the stairs headlong, The top of the tower was g
smooth, circulaxr platform, Dezath sat there, fixed in place with rigets
and swivels, The official pointed one of the machines at the crowl samd
poured death into them. The hero fell, the neople screamed and scat=
tered,

Suddenly, the weapon stopped,

It was wvery old,

* * * *

In the &ill of the night the lunatic's ship rose into the s k y.
Wight at tliis season was & starless night, wvhen the dark side of  the
planet looked out into the void between galaxies, '

The ship arced through the void, beceme & speck, vanished,

\

In the morni the ‘crowd went in to ravece the spaceport.
They found ig; unexpectedly, deserted,
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EDITORIAL, NOTIs you are about to read a column for which the editors
assume absolutely DO responsability, There ig little doubt in o qu r
minds that the perpetrator of said column, Dave English, is bogitively
out of whatever little mind ne may have, We zssume no liability for
either the content of the following column, or the mad layout and art-
work, as they were devised by English in one of hisg (obviously) oniume
induced moods. ®ven the heading, which deprived your editor of doing
some fancy layout, is by English, so aqi’uental b owns that a r e

| ; M;

8p€C=
cially
for

; : ; column
lLdflz:-ecn‘.l:,r traceable to thig innervating and innoveting column are the

sole property of the recipient, We had enough trouble just typing up
these two stencils without losing our grip on sanity, Beware! ,...,he

A COLUMN BY DaviD ENG(\SH

"This is a columng ¥
_---Anon.

"You have to be g yuek to eater to yucks, "

' ===~=ulred Allen

Don't blame it on

ZIE CUSTGUARY NADIR OSCULATION: me, Havlasn asked
: for a column angd.

he's getting it, My only regret is that you good
People have to guffer because of your editortg
madness, =ww=Someone in the reading audience lifts
his hand, He has a rather snotty look on his face
but quickly wipes his nose, Thisg is a man of powe
bous phraseology, He Bayss Is it not possible,my
dear sir, that you too are to blame for this prine
ted abortion now being folsted upon us, the long
suffereing but ever patient readers of the Seience
Fentasy Bulletin, —ile clears his throat loudly,
I mean to say, he goes ony is it not impossible ’
after all, for an editorts madness, so to Spealk,
to operate in conjunction with a similarly darf t
writer? I mean to H8Yees == You've gaid enough,
god, Wwhat's ciiisen  damn youl 7T snap out, Then I turn crimson with
Se b viow 7 shame, This is not the Droper attitude for a nege
' phyte columnist to assume, At first you mmst 2=

S
good



SR A vage fifteen
LINT FROII A BSTFAN'S BELLY=BUTTOL
(continued)

"“‘ =<2 =\ G
=“proach the public with diffidenoce; later come th 2ys when'
you may sned and snarl at people, Therefore I abase myself \
before the reader. I crawl towzrd him on my belly, casting
wway my 8atanic pride, as is expected of me,  Dear Sir, I say,
you are completely, absolutely. and irrevogsbly cqrrect, I
spoke harshly=-~to You and of my beloved editor--and I am most
humbly ashamed, I most humbly beg your pardon, It is all ny
fault, even as you say., Bless :erlan for giving me this
chance, Bless You too, Sir, for giving me this chance, for
looking with favor on this my early endeavor, Thou wilt mak
Thy Gountengnoe to shine upon me and my works, wilt Thpu not?
w-=Reaching a nosition at the feet of the reader, I grovel.
I kiss the feet, The reader is pleased; he therefore deigns
to turn the page and read the remainder of this column,
: : Editor Ellison tells-me that { >
SCQLE MOTES Oif TIE BELLY BUTTOM3 when he dies and goes to hea-|
ven, he wants to shalke hands
with Adeam., Ke says he'll know that person in whose fall we |- =
sinned by his lack of a belly button...H, Allen Smith (in his}
Life in g Putty Knife Factory) tells of an author who wanted
to.own a pillow stuffed with belly button lint (yes, Cyril, -
that's wherefrom my title is derived), He didn't want it mere-%<
1y as a curiosity to boast sbout either; he wanted; it to sleep ‘.\
on, MNMr, Smith, 'on the other hand, states that you would have to
him to s%eep in the same room witht;uch % pillg:...in a 1947 ~
Amazing Stories, a lady suggests that the belly button may have€
been used by the Ilder Race to ventilate the oolon., i1, Palmer !
carefully explained to her that the belly button is actually the .
point at whieh the umbilical cord was attached to the embryon ;
ic persons..I do not doubt this explanation in.the least.
I have come to concelve of "ideas" as g
#IHE AWTICTIPATORS": material entities, gaseous and ethereal, Ilo5ting,
_ freely, in the air, - Sometimes an jidea detaches ite
self from the swarm, and circling downward like an autumn-dropped leaf,
it settles itself in a human mind, But if not acted upon soon enough,
it, impatient, moves away to o second host, Or perhaps a better hyp=
othesis would he that these idea~things are twin or even trin entities
and that they sometimes settle simultaneously in different minds, All
right, sneer; laugh if you will} say I'm inszne if you will, They said
that 'Galileo was mad, that Tulton was madjy they even said Alex ander
Flinohbotham was mad; =weand if Alexander Flinchbotham really was mad,
there are still those first-mentioned examples to stoy your ~Toolish
mirth, ===But you aslk what evidence I have to support this oonception
of mine, Vell, first. there is the strange case wherein, independently
of one angther, in Japan and the United States, two men wrote & w o
songs, both titled "lie Neenyah!. (if memory serves), having similar mue
sic and the same lyrics. 50,000,000 monkeys—=-, someone begins., But
wait] Did nop Geuss and Bolyai hit upon non-Fuvalidean geometry alwuost
simultaneously and independently? 1Is not scientific history full o f

y7i
Lo




o ——

page sixteen LINT FROM A STFAWFS BELLY BUTTON {concluded)

such incidents? ==And now two examples from lfy Own Personal Exper=
ience, Some time ago I %got" the idea that it would be interesting if
I asked DEA (you've seen her artwork in SFB) to contribute some bits of
Transylvanian folklore to ¥, (Harlan, be good enough to explain to them

what F, is, liodesty forbids me.) Ep, FOTEy though I fear to tread,

here in the hallowed pages of English's mutterings, I'm forced to re-

lay the desired message that the "F" which Dave blushingly speaks ab-

out is none other than his excellent magazine FANTASIAS, long overdue,

But I delayed, and soon, in the letter section of this very magazine,I

found a letter from some female suggesting that very thinge--ny Ideal--

to Harlan, for SFB, (Plug: Fortunately, by dint of quitk writing, I

got my request out first, «w=Then, too, Harlan may have made no a t =

tempt to follow it up; he's only interested in materia? by Gernse \

back, Bloch, Reynolds, et al, ==~You can read the article in a /ﬁﬁ>

fortheooming F e about which, I trust, Harlan has explained

to you by now,) And then, about a year ago, having first

heard of the villages of General Potemkin, I decided to

stories by Fletcher Pratt, I am going to read this

story to see in what other ways it resembles my

gomething here? Answer me true, ‘I
rust, Harlan, that your readers won't be too‘k

my first paregraph was a satire

on the usual first installment /A

\.\ -_, /ﬁ e o

write a science fiction story based thereon, Unfortune.
ately, I delayed, NWow, looking at the NEXT TEXT announe
cements in a recent SFB, Fletcher Pratt has done :)
such a story, Though it is not my custom to read
A

proposed tele, -===That is the last of my exame~ 7
ples, but I could give you meny more, As it is, I
have provided only such examnles as I think SIS
readers can check on, Now have I or have I not got
SlEER:discouraged by that long, unbroken parsgraph,

And I should e
THEN I SAW THEE CONGOQO! like to make ;

it clear that/ o
of a fanzine column, Act- —— c\_"
ually, if you people don't&or /’/
like this, you can go 7 R
hang yourselves, ; ey o
Fiat. =2 .% /7 N\

STBULLETIN'S STORY RECOMIENDATIONS (concluded)-eeme

DISAPPEARING ACT by Richerd liatheson,..Fantasy & Science Fiction.,,Mar
IAYSE JUST A LITTLE ONE by R, Bretnor, .Fantasy' & SFecsvsccosne .Febmal‘y
POLICE YOUR PLANET (part 1) by Erik wan Lhin,.SF Adventures.....March
NULL=-ABC (part 1) by H, Beam Piper and John J, MeGuire...aSF..Februaxy
NWIGHTITARE BROTIER by Alan E, Nourse,..AS8tounding SFesssesessssfebruary
FOUR IN ONE by Damon Knight,....Galaxy Science Fiction,..s.ss.February
WATCHBIRD by Robert Shecklef....Galaxy Science FictioNeeees oo February
SAUCER OF LONELINESS by Theodore Sturgeon, ..Galm SFecesnvos oFe-bruary
KoW THY NWEIGHOOR by Tlisabeth R, LeWiBeseGalaXy SFeeesssssssesl€OTUATY
monthVs best story: the Weward", such as 1t 1S, tles-up this montn be=

tween Frank Robinsonts clever fantagy THE INIGIT SHIFT and M'intosh's,

ONE IN THREE ITUNDRED, showing a deoided upntrend in quality, ¢ec akove
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DIATETHICS: THE NEW SEANCE OF THE MIND

by Dr., Hnatko a. Coward
Professor *of Technical School Chitchat

Chitchat Technical School

Elizabsth, New Jersey (Cow)

Recipient of the Nobel (Ray} Piece Prize and the Lead Balloon Award for
achievements that went over like,

Forthcoming books by Dr, Coward (these books are all published by Use=
less Press, Incorporated, All editions are in the cadmium~bound Use=
less editions),

QUIBDLI:NG OWR TRIm.oo.oococuo-000..’10!0.0 2'50
T DIMFBER LEM URIA (an auto-biography)ec....$leld
COE TO THT STEEL MITLieeeesecossossspls 53 per hour
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF PSYCHOLOGICALLY PSYCHOLOGICAL
PSYCHOLO(}YI..............!...l.'ﬁ;oﬂoo (unPUbliShed)

PREFACE TO THE PREFACE by
Nicholas Tovaritch

Many years ago in a little Bavarian town, there was born & c¢hild
who, unlike any other child, proved to be one of the astounding cases
of .combined mental deficiency and psychopathic personality ever recor-
ded in the amnels of medical history. Upon administering a thorough
exeamination, extending from fourteen weeks after birth tdll fifteen
years of age, a board of nine eminent. psychologists concluded that this
poor wretched creature would never be more than a dragging chain m the

foot of humanity,
To illustrate just how hopeless his case was, a slight resumé of

ENGR
e AMS

LS FARCA

in agsoockation with
DR, HNATKO A, COVARD

illustrations by
LAWRSNCE HERXELIIAN
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his paest history is necessary at this points This child was afraid of

the dark; afreid of the light; afradd of open spacesj & morbid fear of

small rooms, Crowds caused him to go into catalentic fits and yet he

would scream incessently when left alone, To climax this, were %t h e

reports that he periodically went in back of the garage and beat his

seventeen inch fur-covered tail with a battered bronze bust of Charles

Darwin. By the time he had reached seventeen years old, his case bhe=

came so gevere that he was taken to the Provincial Hospital in Brette-

chenworg, There he remained until 1924 when it was decided that Nno pos~
sible cure would ever have any effect upon him, In all his wretched =

ness he was released, and set into the streets to become a public charge.
At this time he was a babbling, broken, mindless hulk of aman, T w o

years later he returned to Brettechenworg Hospital to remain, until this
dey, where he has been in a completely stuverous state, Strange as it

seems, that man is .one.of the .most famous individuals the world has e=

ver known, That .man is Dr, Hnatko A, Coward, head psychologist at

Brettechanworg Provinecial Hospital,

PREPACE « - .. .

This article is designed, primarily, for the student who wishes to
learn his psychology the hard way, If the student 1s interested in
learning it the easy way, then this is not for .him., If he wishes to
learn anything at all, then I recommend that he look elsewhere for ine
gtruction, Of course,
if his aim is to re-
main as ignorant .at
the end as he was at
the beginning, then
I can readily acco-

mmodate him,

In writing this
article, I have hy-
pothesized as my
guiding principle~---
| that Diarethios 1 s
ag fundamentally use~
less as an old shoe
without laces. IHow=-

: : ever, it is not quite
as useless a8 's sock with two holes in it; then dgain, it is as use-
less as an empty beer bottle (If you are interested in quibbling over
trivia such as this, I refer you to my previous work, QUIEBLING OVER
TRIVIA, which will be published in a few years),

I first developed the need for this new nsychology while chasing
elbino pygmies in Africa. After being lost = year and a half in the
wild jungle, without food, water, amrms, and clothing, and etching the
barest living out of stories submitted to the prozines, I developed a '
good many neurotic tendencies (from digesting autographed rejection
slips), and brilliantly went shead with my work, until it was what it
is today, VWhatever that is, We are now engsged in a great Civil Suit
and it is with this in mind, tongue in cheek, pen in hand, and wife in
court that I dedicate this work to Gilbert Gosseyn, Frank Ironsmith and
the Milwaukee Brewers Assooiation, without whose aid I could never have
completed this work, ' :

I would also like to thank Dr.'s Summer, Crembls, snd Hubblard,who
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contributed so generously with graphs, data, and advice, instead of the
money for which I asked, I might also remark that Dr.t's Swmer, Cram-
ble and Hubblard are now at the Institute where they are undergoing el-
ectro therapy and insulin shock treatments,

PART OllEs Color Preferance in Child and
Adolescent Psychology

Color preference, though still an unexheusted field has made some
headway in the last fifty years, Dr. Summer has made an exhaustive
study (1939) in cases of over two youngsters, ages only seven years a-=
par? (There were approximately three cases, one of them being helf em=
pty)e

Summer started his study on July third 1939 and was not yet fin-
igshed by the morning of July fourth (same year), Dr. Summer g tates
that eleven year old boys prefer blue, That is, they prefer blue to
nothing at all, except at seven o'clock when they prefer green, Fifty-
three per cent of the girls prefered yellow, and the other twentyeseve
en percent prefered lavender, but will gettle for aguamarine, if nec-
essary, Five year old girls prefer orange in the morning but prefer
vamnila in the afternoon. Eighteen year old girls seem to have a pref-
erence for boys and do not wish to discuss color preference,

Again, 93% of the boys prefer carmine when served with scoteh and
soda, Kowever, they do not seer able to discuss color preference aft-
er prefering cammine all night, This is Wi
probably dué to a universal neurosis, S

100% of the children not yet born 4 :
prefer anything to what they . already
_have, Eighteen year old girls still do
not wish to discuss the situation,

At three AM in the morning of July
5th, 211 bald~headed five year alds pre-
fer hair, but eighteen year olds a r ©
still putting up resistence,

!

PART TWO: Heredity, Enviromment
" and Social Disgraee

As to the present controversy
over the question of whether it is
enviromment, heredity, or gin that
accounts for the increasing trendin
ax murders, and other mild forms of
paranoid reaction, My distinguished
colleague, Dr, Ernistini, President
of the Ernistinl Spaghetti Camney has
come to the conclusion that it 1 s
either all, one, or none, of the a- R e S s S
bove reasons, Whatever role these factors play, they are all gubordi-
nate to the prime factor in this particular personality abberation,which
by the way of explanation, is the over-consumption of spaghetti,

In a study of over five people (not more than five) we have seen
the conscious and subconscious influenses that shape men's persanelities,
It is strange that neither Freud, Jung, or Addler gave any 8space o T
even mention to the influence of spaghetti in sbberated personalities.
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PART THRFEE: Diarethical Dresm Analysis . = ...



page twenty DIARETHICS (oconcluded)

Lately, much ha#e has been given to Freudian interpretation o f
.dreams, Due to various modern nomenclature and abstract symbolism 1in
the analysis of dreams, the layman has becone mo 8onfused as to drop
psychology altogether and turn to Mohammedanism, To cure this modern
tragedy, I have here given three rules for the easy exeocution of comm~
uniste and dream analysisg
RULE 1: Take the concrete objects of a given
dream and identify them with the most
far-fetched subjects that come to mind,

RULE 2:; Identify these objects with incidents

. mogt foreign to the mind of t h e

dreamer, taking great care to se e

that he doesn't understand any of the

temporary explanations that you find
necessary to give him,

RULE 33 Convince the dreamer that has has g
secret and overwhelming passion for
gspeghetti,

In many ceses where there is no reduction of the symptoms, ¥ o u
might suggest that the patient use a heavily tabasco'ed tomato sauce,
In Vienna (the home of the Ernestini Spaghetti Corp.,), Dr. Ernistini
found that in a study of more then a few people, the megnitude and ine
tensity of the dreams were somehow correlated with Spaghetti consump=
tions, It might be interesting to note that eighty-nine of the eighty-
nine subjects were employees of the Gavolini Spaghetti & Wine Co, Many
experts feel that if Dr, Ernistini had tested his own employees, h i 8
results would have been entirely different (It just so happened at the
time, that the entire-staff of the Ernistinl Spaghetti Corp, was a t
home in bed, suffering from ptomaine poisoning after attending the Tipe
nistini Spaghetti :Festival the prewvious afternoon). ' ‘

PART FOUR: Practical Teohnique Application

This is the fourth and final chapter, All abberation stems from
periods of unconsciousness caused by the'weight of the spaghetti on the
stomach., After many .years of research on my part and the part of my
colleague Dr, Ernistini, we have found that the surest method for in-
ducing a cure is by immersing the pain-producing area (in this case, the
interior of the stomach) in alcbhdl, The amount of improvement is di-
rectly proportional to the amount of stomach immersed in alcohol, I
might also add again that the cure is temporary and any loss of alcohol
from the interior of the stomach results in the complete feeling o f
depression, ' ’

cartoon this page by
GEORGE OLSSEN,
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a new column by BARCLAY JOHNSOI

It is difficult to write 2 column such a 8
this without a certain amount of bias, f o r
which the author should be blemed, rather

/) : than the editor, """BARCLAY JOHNSON

“TiE 1054 CONVEWTION will be held in S an
Trancisco, even if a probable one third of
) those who attended the Chicon go to t h e

\ \\ .~ Phillycon to vote on it.
e &5\\::;: I 1958, if the present trend toward dead=

wood readers attending the conventions con-
timies, which is a2t most unlikely, the con- |
vention will NOT be held &n South Gate,Cal=~
ifornia, despite fapns from thereabouts who
keep spreading publicity, "South Gate in 1584, :

- THE PHILLYCOW will have perhaps 1,000 attendees (compared with 850 at
Chicago) and by that time active fans and BII's will see the problem
which they face in keeping conventions fan affairs.s The rash of stf
popularity will subside, howswer, by 1954, and with it the comention's
attendance, :

U { )\ CONVENTIONS:

CLUBS1

“TE LITTIE 1-ONSTERS having been discontinued, ISFCC's editor having
resigned, and BSAW's lack of real accomplishment since its inception
will mean that gradually NFFF will become The Club for all but ‘' BllFs, !
The latter will continue to start nationwide elubs at the rate of one
per year, though their membership will be considerably smaller. -

TAN GROUES:

TEW FANS OF .ALI, TYPES have swelled Fandom's ranks considerably. T h e
inevitable product of this is a gradual dividing of fans into a numbe
er of groups concerned only with themsd2vesy at least, separated from
the rest of fandom, '

NFFF WILL FORYM one of the new groups which will appear during th is
year, NFIF will contain jnsurgents and 2 muaber of active NBBFers of
tOdW.

BNFdom, along with its fellow travellers and 'hero worahippers! (if
you'll pardon the expression) will fom a second group, This group
will be somewhat larger than N3F, and will contain some of the QUAND-
RY imitators,

A NEWV GROUP of young fans, centéring around Joel Nydahl's new fanzine
VEGA, will form a third group, This segment will do some of the in-
troducing of young fans which has been so overdiscussed in various
circles,

- R G G i e - = A =

-

PRQ%AQS: TUETE WILL BE only one major change in format, policy, and

price of the promags in the foreseeable future (meaning 1953 or early

154), The Thrilling Group with the possible exception of SPACE STOR=
IES and not so likely, TWS, will go digest-size,

-—e -

E%EQQEES: QUANDRY WILL GO quarterly within the next six months, i n
act not in schedule, Iee Hoffman will, chances are, get tired eof ‘
publishing in that time, but will find 1t hard %a give up her ‘irediddert
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o~ Read Any GOQD Books Lately?

intellizent reviews of the. latest.sf hooks

reviews by reviews of:
EiGLISH~~-FALASCA | BLAGUE-~-~JUDGMENT
DU N~ = e~ === LTNDE . | WIGCHT=-~~PLANET OF
NORT Ql===~ELLISON YOUTH=CURRENTS OF
GARSTON = = o m e WooD, SPACE=~««TOYIIAKER!
RV | Sivgeys 5ty iedes | ==FUTURE TENSE=~=
includings 2 &’ LOWG TOUD SILENCE

Prevue Book : . S T

(s Review of & new | . E"II"? ISLAND EARTH!
ST Volume. . I : DEYOND IHUMAN KEN

TPETRIFIED PLANET

1

‘fQZZE*1 BLAGUE by Toby Duane and Al Leverentz (SSR Rublications-
gro®| |2 "™~ "119 yard Rd., I, Tonawanda, Il,Y,--1952==99pp.==55¢==
w 11lustrations by Don Duke)

reviewed by DAVID IEINGLISH

Herein we are told of the future exploration of the planet Jupite
ers Wayne eller and Ed Chapmen are the explorers, but throughout the
entire novel, they do not set ‘foot on the Hlanet, being there "in spi-
ri4 only" via telepathically~controlled robots, Incountering the war=
ring Desrotians and Thoorsulpens, they decide that it would be Dbetter
for Barth and the Solar Federation were the gaseous Thoorsulpans to
win out, And of course, witl: their did, the Thoorsulpans do win out,
vhich is as it should be. This is space-odera, but it is good space=-
spera. Aside from the occasionaly rather painful dialogue, he book's
only major flew is the nature of its! herbesi 'A space-opera type book
ought to keen its readers on the édge of their seats fearing that sone-
thing dreadful will happen to the protaganists, Dut here the reader's
attitude is apt to reflect the heroe's themselves!, which is 1llustrae
ted by this colloquy: "Think we!ll crash?" "TLooks lie it, Be t te r.
atrap in." "It'1l be our finish if we hit-at this speed," "Let's hope
not," But at 657, BLAGUE'is a’good buy, and = fan project of this
proportion should be staunchly supported, s
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I'E CURRENTS OF SPACE by Isaac Asimov - (Déubleday--217 ppe=-$2,75)
--reviewed by THURHON GARSTON

Probably no better exponent of the "sociological fantasy" In the
realm of Boclience fiction is roving the Tield. today, who can surpass
the story-telling merits of Isasic Asimow, In. this reprint of the, ser=
tal which finished a short time ago in ASTOUIDIIG, Asimov has done one
nis most detailed portraits of big and little powers in the intergale
sctic chess game, His downtrodden serf, in this case, turns out to be
the 1ittle planet of Florina, harboring the only combination of . char=
dsteristics which will grow the widely=-sought miracle fiver kert,  As-
imov's overlord is the semi-decadent plenet of Sark with its tyramicel
datrollers and its multi<layered city, dividing the poor vaseals of an
sgrariar culture from the soft residents of the unper township, There
dre times duri—g the rapid pacing ¢f ‘CURRENTE OF SPACE when you will

-wopder, where t«de aciggc; ends and the fentasy.p2gins. But tlhwrouch it

sl
»



- e . —— N W I— e — — e
— - =" = el ] . - o i

READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? (continued) pageﬁkweﬁﬁf-three

all, the edroit handling of Asimov keeps the reader engrossed in the
multi-facefed plot which contsins many detective-like hreads, Ome of
the magnificently distracting quelities of the book, however, is the
1ack of a central character around which the plot may revolve, ~Asimov
has inserted tine flabbily~consetructed profile of Rik, the idiot, about
whom the whole story is to center, but he fzlls short of the desired
performance, leaving the reader with a number of semi-constructed al=-
fternatives. The concept of the weurrents" in space is a well-wroug ht
one and should stand as one of Dr. Asimov's strongest contributions to
the gcientific side of the field, As a whole, a nicely-rounded volume
with perhaps minor flaws not as much in evidence as they might in some
other author's work, Asimov gti11l retains his fine craftsmanshipe
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PLAKET OF YOUTH by Stanton A, Coblentz (FPCI-~$1.50--71pp)
reviewed by SALLY DUNK

In a particularly disgusting writing career, markedly outstanding
by a mediocrity of output, Stanton A, Coblentz has surpassed himself,
This is beyond a_doubt the biggest potboiler of the year and appears
fo have been published by FPCI for no . _
other reason than to get out from under
the staggering weight of contraoted
books by Coblentz.

A plot that consists, chiefly, of
gickly sentimentalism renging from The
Hero taking an instant dislike to Pen-
dexter (the vill-yun) just on general
principles-~~he looked HghiftyWew=e, TO
radioactive Venus which draws Earthmen
with promises of youthfullness like Fly-
Ded draws imbecelic flies, makes this
volume well worth the price of $1,50 1T
you like expensive fire-fodders

written in a manner which might he
termed either the "Lait-ilortimer of the
Mid-Victorion Era" or the u0ld gentle-
man's diary-type%, this is indeed awon-
drous tome. It's smazing how
lousy a book can get. Your
reviewer wonders if Mr, Cob~
lentz can outdo himself in
writing a more noxious book
than this one, Your reviewer
geriously doubts it,

wuugun llllllllll“ll"llllHIIIIII“NIIII“““

one of the small ambitions
of SFRULIETIN and its' ed-
itors has been fulfillecly
the illustration to your s

right, since our firstis=- ??H el 3 W

s we have wanteld to feo=| czgﬂ; 9 }%”af‘;

oire artverk Ty the fauous ‘M»fi%&.&.igz”tiﬂ'
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RAVLURG FHILLIFE, and now, Thanks tc Lynr Hickman who sent us tnis ang |
a Tew others, SCIEuCE FLUTASY DULLETIIT has fegured Egg;}ipg_pggein&_*l




Pege twe cye. sur READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATEZIY? ( contimied)

JUDBNENT NIGHT by C.L. Moore (Gnome Press--$3.50—-344?n.‘
reviewed by IOJEEN Larm FATASCA

A five=gtory collection by the famous feminine sf writer weli.
known to fans for her clagsgie o) WVQTAY BORY, JUDGIHENT WIGHT unfortun-
ately does not easure up to her usual high stendards, The first tale
in the book, from which the volume derives its title, is far and awvay

ul picture of an amazén cult which hag Sprung up on a world where Plea-
sure is the only rule and no whim ig too strange to €0 uncatered, Howe~
ever the enemy, the H'vani, are using this worlid as g base for their
operations, so it must be destroyed, One of the most intriguing facets
of JUDGHENT NIGHT is the "My stery of the Ancientg", which involves a
legendary race who created man and hold the key to his futuyre, If the
book is bought for this one story alone, it ig worth the money, But if
you think the other four stories, written in a later period of Mooretg
writing, match up to JUDGIIENT NIGHT, you're bound to be sadly mistaken,

Of the remaining four stories, only TH©T CODE, stands out, An ine
teresting re-treatment of the Fanstian legend, it discovers what means
& modern Mephistopheles might go to in colleo%ing his due, In gpitae
of the below par quality of the remainder of the volume, the tales as
mentioned recommend it highly. =ven when not st her preak, C,IL, Moore
is far ahead of the Science fiction field,
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TIIS ISLAYD ZARTH by Reymond T, Jones (Shasta Publishers--43,00.22
_ : reviewed by HONTYV WOO0D

An unusual plot is unwoven in THIS ISIAID LEATH, Readers who €N
Jjoy the gadget story and ‘those who prefer the military culture Yyarn
will read TiIS ISLAND TARTH with equal feryvor, Sterting in an extreme-
ly suppresed nenner, the entanglements of . the plot soon increased, and
with them thig reviewer's interest, -

The plot, briefly, ias as follows; an glien race, calling themselves
"Peace Engineersg®", are usging Eerth as a produection base to supply them-
se¥ves with machines of & certain order, However, Farth is unaware of
these "superw beings,, excent for the protaganist and a few privileged
individuals, Because the "Pegece Engineers" gre deeply involved in a
galactic war, LBarth is finally involved to the point where Terra will
no longer exist if the alients enemies have their way. Of course, asg
preordained and expected, the hero saves Farth and the day at the same
tine, Tven 80, this book ig g must for the stfan's library,
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BY SPACE SHIT TO THE MOON by Iletcher Pratt and Jack Coggins (Random
Houge=wmm$l y 00mmua58 PDemmmu3h illustrations, meny in color) '
reviewed by THURION GARSTON

Little space should be devoted to this one dollar edition, gsave g
mundane comment or two that add up to, "Buy it, it's one of the best
purchases in the sgtf field," An extremely literate (if oversimplified
for children) text, accompanied by some remsrkable 1llustrations (and
gone crude ones) form one of the few scientifie studies on space tra-~
vel that don't burst your pocketbooks seane, Fratt and Coggins have
concocted g Praise-worthy companion te last Jearts 41,00 offering,
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SPACE SERVICE edited by Andre Norton (World Publishing COem=82450mmmnn
RTIpPs=====10 Storiegw-=-=jacket by Virgil Finlay)
reviewed by HARLAIT ELLISON

Trends being what they are, Miss Andre Worton has devised the most
intricate "idea anthology" thus far, Constructing her collection on
the tight framework of jobs of the future, 1iiss Norton has arranged as
sweet a group of stories as have been grouped under hard-covers in the
last few years, Though some of her selections suffer from malnutrition of
the plot-line, for the most part the tales are well-knit and entertain-
ings Several of the choices (i.ge., Ted Cogswell's SPECTER GENERAL and
C.li. Kornbluth's THAT SHARE OF GLORY) are small classics in the genre,
and add to the maturity of this anthology,

Though »rimarily slanted toward the more adult teen-agers, here is
an anthology which approaches sf in much the same manner as does Hein-
lein in hig "juveniles", One wonders if pernaps some of the stories in
SPACE SERVICE might not be too adult....for teen-agers. Such cultural
concepts as expressed in the separation of the Space Marine Battalion ,
kept from the rest of humanity, and develobing their own culture, or
the emphasis upon loneliness that is placed in STEEL BROTHER, seem t o
be too much of a diversion from the knocle-'em=down~kick=his-head~in-Max
type of swill the young sf devotee has been fed up till now, 3ut with
writers like Heinlein, and anthologists such a3 liiss Norton, we are cere
tain that the swill will stop--~and the stf begin, :

A recommended anthology---and a good one to begin 1953,
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TH TOYHMAKER by Raymond F, Jones (FPCI=~287Dne¢~=$3,00)
reviewed by LOIMY LUNDE

For a goodly number of years Raymond I, Jones has been turning out
a high-grade of material for ASTOUNDING and the other more adult 8w f
publications, Iow, after an interminable wait, his first collection of
shorter works, a companion volume to 1951's IEFAISSANCE (Gnome Press),
comes forth including six stories: four novelettes and two shorts, They
represent Jones at his best, DProbably the finest effort in the book is
Il CHILDREN'S ROMI, a striking study of mutznt children that ranks as
one of the few truly human portraits of the Homo
Superior, All these tales, with the excention of
the one already mentioned, originated in ASTOUND
ING and include his most detailed works from that
magazine, Aside from the title story and the one
other mentioned herein, the stories include THE
DEADLY HOST, THE 1I0DEL SHOP, UTILITY and FORECAST
to round out the wvolume,

The stories in THE TOYITAKER aren't the type
to be found every day, without exception b e ing
carefully designed and well-executed, Add to-this
the fact that no two of the stories are alike,and
you have one of the finest one~man collections in

years, g T
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pege twenty-gix AEAD ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? (contimued)

FUTURE TENSE edited by Kendell Foster Crossen (Greenberge=$3, 50=~364yp)
reviewed by ANDRE WORTON

A new anthology consisting of fourteen stories,. seven of which are
reprints from magazines, the other seven new. Included also is an ine
troduction by Croscen, “Tomorrow is Tere to Stay", in which he maintains
the theory that in ths seierce fiction field the best stories are those
written by “angry mend; writers who protest against the too-~ob jective
view of 1life, 3Zoue of his points are weil feken, even if you may n ot
agree with his szlectiors ol the Dbest writers in the field,

fhe stories deal with rebellion ns o main theme, rebellion against
a way of 1ile, a0 aecoepted set of customs, cr a way of thinking, They
BWESp irom vre gar savire of "ihings of Distinection®, through Boucher's
Yarbesscdorst to the grim horror of "Thyowback® among the reprints,

With The new taleg, "The Battle of the S~-s" by Bruce Elliott i s
in the game meod of "hings of Digtinction®, while "Incubation® gpproache
es the starlness of n1984n,

Certainly this lears to the ressinistic school of Bradbury with
men growing worse and worse in times to come, If you follow Heinlein
and more hopeful prophets, you may not care for the entire collection,
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BEYOND HUMAN KEN edited by Judith Merril (Randem House~=$2,95~=334pp,)
_ reviewed by AINDRE NORTON

A happy selection of tales, leaning far into the fantasy column,
dealing with humans confronted by problems raised by non-humsns of parw
ticularly engaging qualities,

The house which loves its owmer to the point of changing the world
to fit his whims (incidentally. providing him with a perfect wife),the
learned werewolf who eventually finds his proper niche as a member of
the ¥,B,I,, the pet whirlwind thet both literaliy and politically
‘cleans-up' a small city, and the labor investigator who becomes a
severely down-trodden gnome, are all to be found between these covers,

If you are one who prized the long~lemented UNKNOWN, here is Just
your meat, And it is certainly one of the brightest of the current
anthology offerings, ' L
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THE PETRIFIED PLANET (three Btories~-novelettese=by Fletcher Pratt, H,
Beam Piper, and Judith Merrilee=$2,95--=263pp, )
' reviewed by ANDRE NORTON

EdiYors are certainly struggling to give the gef reading publie
something new and novel these days, TIn TG FITRIFIED PLANET a scienw
tisty Dr, John D, Clark, presents in a deteiled introdvetion the prohe
lem of two very different planets, one entirely forhidden to man by the
nesu~e of its chemiecal makeup, cnud the other Just barely hcespitable,

Given the facts concernias +hase two Planets, three avthor;of oute=
etanuing werit were asked for stevies involving the zitributes of both,

Tleieler Pratt obliged with o suiernan story of & madter~r 2 o e
struegle for power, Judith erril *+ells of five generationa of space
rlourering wvomsn and what effact puch a life had on irdivicuzls of dif=
fereut {evpergaenrts within ths come Terily group, IRecm Fiver de gls
wigh 2 naiive rebellion agalinat Terrar coumercial domiration., Thig is
en ‘ntersgting example of indivricual itaginative work ss it gives such

traantically different results for ‘he- sams-set of woomersia faous, But
b Y



READ ANWY GQOD BOOKS LATEIY? (ooncluded) _ page twenty=~seven

unfortunately, neither the Pratt nor the lerril offerings seem to come
to 1ife, The bones are there, and there is flesh on them---only breath
is lacking, ;
On the other hand, though the story may be termed "svace opera" ,
Piper in ULLER UPRISING, has done e clever double-take, He has trans=
ported into the future on the repelling planet of Uller, the Anglo-In=-
dian Mutiny of a hundred years ago, And having carefully followed rezl
history for a space, he prévides a tongue~inecheek surprise ending
which is a perfect astonisher, Tor the Piper story alone, the book is
a most excellent buy,
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scheduled for next issue, having caught up on the bulk of the stf vole
umes issued in this last flurry, are a much smaller number of books,
among which are Wilson (Bob) Tucker's LONG LOUD SILEHCE and Groff Con-
klin's new anthology THE QIINIBUS OF SCIKIICE FPICTION, plus about 3 more
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FFH“ a department of
f&. deserved
reprimands

mepO

This issue, the entire boot column
goes to one of the most revolting
publications to be issued in the
last fifteen years, By the request
of several readers of SFB,the BOOT
goes tos
HUGO GERNSBACK for SCIENCE FICTION
PLUS, his new publication, ‘which
is guaranteed to set SF back,at a
congervative cstimate, ten years,
This poorly=-written, often farcial piece
of SCIENCE tripe does not fall into the cote
agory of scilence fiction, for by his' loudly=~
voiced abhorrence of science FICTION, Gernse I
back has employed 2ll the hoary tricks of 20 Shitiy

et T NS
years ago, Our comment:; poor Sam Moskowitz} cartodn’byg?ﬂﬂgﬂIBSON

5,
\ -
3

DEDICATION

this issue of SCIENCE FANTASY BUYLLETIN is dedicated tos -

HUBERT GIBSON, the fother of Ray Giboon (one of SFB's artists), who
dicd on the cvening of Saturdoy, Februory 7, 1952, Our mogt sincere
condolences go out to Ray ond hig fomily on their untimely loss,

ROREEN KANE FALASCA and NICHOLAS FATASCA (who both hove material in
this igsue) on the celebration of their first wedding onniversory.

HONEY WOOD =nd DONALD WOOD (she!s our mhnoging editor, as if ¥y ou
didn't know) on the celebration of their third wedding ~nuiversary,



page twenty~eight (supposedly a column)|
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by the editor ' ras

Itts a plot]
That's what it
is, a dirty ploty I

/ /Q\ can see it all now,
d ERETNS by 0 You keep telle
; S Y :
"//\ EL"W ing me that REBLINGS
= M dr is a good ecolumn,you
)

»IM S NoReAl Ghob, (JU 5 rate it high on the
4

j/) WHAT AN 0D cHARACTER!! | tally sheets, then I
uuésﬁ//
i

start to believe vou
and I get a swelled
head., Then T can't
get my hat on bem-
BX cause my head is so
\ big, and I have to go

o ' outside in the cold
’ = hea,ding‘ vgtrationss <&7/(1\N2 without it, Then <Y

(left)HARITSS, (right)DIGHIN catch pneumonia‘ and
drop over deadl Oh
¢ no, you're not going
to pull that one on meg you lousy sneaks! This is g rotten column and
I know it, And no matter how ruch you breeze zbout it, I'm not going
to kick the hucket just so you won't have to read BUFRBLTHES. , Juel 'l got
word from Joel Fydahl (editor of VEGA, an excellent magazine) that he
has sold g story to one of the brozines, I'm not sure which Jjust yet,.
(note from London, ¥ia Reuters news service): 100 'SERVICE'! BOQNS; ==
Britonge~restricted heavily in foreign travele~are taliing much interest
in research aimed at creating rocket service to the moon, Since 1948
membership of the British Interplanetary Society boomed from 502 t o
2,010, the society amnounced, (Dec 28, 1952)m=wily comments don't tell
me they want to run away from Jolly 0ld England that bad! ...we get an
immense amount of word about the PATA (Tornographic Ameieur Presg ASg=
ociation around here, The buzzing tells us that already there are oV=
er sixty people on the walting 1list,....anybody notice thet D am o n
Knight is building his own "future history" series, It staried with a
neat little tale in the January 152 ASTOUINDING called THE AVALOGUES. T
remember another tale in the- series somewirere elfe in between, but for
8ll my scrounging I can't find it, perhaps some of you can help, Bl
in any case, the third in the series just came out in THERILLIVG VONDE
PTORIES under the title of TUMICOAT. Quite & neat groun of yarns,too,.
Jerry Bixby seems to have stopped writing fanzine reviews for START =
LING STORIES, Whether he's assumed other responssbilities or has gone
eway from the Thrilling Pubs altogether remains unknown, ,.Vic Valdrop
{nforms us that the last issue of his fine little journal ALIEY is go-
ing to be released soon and he'd like to wind up his nublishing career
vith all copies sold, so to get this big 50~page issue, send 25¢ right
eway tos Viec Waldrop, Jrey 212 Vest Avenue, ertersville, Georgid.,.eI
ghould like to take a moment, since I was burbling about fanzines, +to
nention two new ones that I think are well on the way to the top, They
are CQMET (available from Karl Olsen--RFD 2--Allendale, 11,J,), and one
of the sharpest little mags that goes under the title of MICRO. T h e
thing comes to you in a letter-gize envelone with gtiff covers, neat
rinting, and a multitude of fine material (awailable from Donsld Cane
iin—-214 Bremer St,~-}{anchester, New Hampshire) CQIET costs the same as
[ICRO, and they both cost 10¢ per COpPY. Give these new kide e’ -break,

N\

W\




BURBLINGS (in case you hadn't noticed) vage twenty-nine

and eend for a sample copy of their new magazines, they're just starte
ing, let's show %Yem how fandom ocan respond,,.wve got a letter in t h e
box yesterday that readss "SAUCER'S FIRST CONTACT REVEALED-e--Perha ps
this is one of the most momentous narratives of all time, Perhaps it is
a figment of the imagination, Yet there will be no personal contacte
between the worlds, nor fundamental scientific progress except through
this agency, This is the flat statement of the author, the contacte An
actual contaot was executed by our Space Visitors in 1952, snd extend=-
ed over & period of nearly three months, During this time he wag vire
tually one of them, It required another three months for him to become
‘normel', (EDITOR'S WOTEs and I bet the attendants had one helluva job
of restoring Our Boy, too,.he) The future will be vibrant with writing
in the sky (ID FOTE; Pepsi Cola%...0e)e Contacts with every individual
can be executed, 1f qualifications are mety, The realities of our Vise
itors are incredible beyond our imeginationg VYet, they are human, a8
we are, (ED, NOTE: spealk for yourself, Jocko...he’ ‘

"This personal narration gives the keys to the entire universe and
the contact broadly implies and states such =o8s Their Structure a n d
Powery Thelr Search for a Contaety Avalanche In the Skiesy The Contact;
An Attitude is Changedy The Transformationg Onening Road; Our Progress
Headed In Their Directiong Testimonialy and other data,

It is an Extra in newspaper form, tebloid size, Easy to read and
fathom (LD, WOTE: how easy s it to burn?,.he), The paradox is as
strange as the realities involved: FNone will believe, except in TQTAL,
Yet, all its scope, and more than that, will be attested in tife skies,
Puture contacts are for all others except him, He is spent and expen=
ded, as one matech burnt out of a box (ED, HOTEs cast aside lilke an old
match...he)q His mission is to continue on their behalf with a perio-
dical publication consecrated toward suroral ends (ED, NOTE: whose end
is he consecrating toward?,..,he), Send for thks Special Tasue now} If
not found on your favorite newsstand, Eight pages of the story, in
newspaper teblold form and size, DPRICE: QOILY 25¢ Orfeo Matthew ANgee
Iucel, Author, Publisher-=««20th CIITTURY TIES, 2931 Glendale Blvd,,
Los Angeles 39, Calif," And at the bottom of this printed sheet is a
small notation for the readeri ®“Opportunityg Sell this first,permanent
issue in your area, Send 137 for each copy in lots of more than one,

"iake 10g profit, The best selling artiele today (ZD, FOTE: have
you tried selling marijuana? It's slmost as good,..he) All terms pay-
able in advancees" Now what do you readers malke of that?.....one of the
artists for FAWTASTIC, Barye Phillips, has done the cust wrapper for a
new book, DESIREE,.,Sam liines is getting clever as heck in some of his
answers to letters in his mags, I''rinstance in one letter he made this
caustic corment: "I can see your point=-«but I wouldn't be able to 1 f
you combed your hair differently% (which is & direct steal from Ellis-
on) and in another he said, "Heavens to Betsy--and back to Heavens for
a double playl" (which may not be original or funny, but I liked it),

Two new things for the intelligentsiag STAI KENTONYS rend%#iqp of
CITY OF GLASS on Capitol records~-disturbing as al o
(Oh blast ity I see I've been tyzing through a ’i::::}
most clever pic to the right here by Jack Har=

cartoon by
JACK HARNESS

nessy} I'm sorry, )DISCOVERY is the new 357 vil=
ume out of Pocke? Books that eontains some ax=
cellent literary work by newcomers, Try itseaes
I'm worrieds EMSH is doing too much art for sf
mags. It would be best to go out and dig up =a
few new faces instead of working him to death}
SARGASSO OF LOST CITIES in TCSAB Is another of
Jimmy Blisht'!s "Qkie" storieas, and es such iz of
high quality, I had & lot more to agy, but my
time has run out, Comments hy Art VWesley and,
1y buddy, Dick Clarksen and CalTom Beck in the next edition of BUZB..he




bege thirty [poetry]

THE MATIIMAW by Joe Belotte

And he flits from star to gatar in a Plazing flame
Carrying news to peoples of the universe, A bony express rider

On an atomic horse, A roaring, whining steed, The mail must
Get through, .

Orion challenges him| Scorpio, The Lamb, He carries news
From the big dipper, letters to mothers and aunts in the Milky
Way. Cosmic mail sweeping the heavens free from the dusts of
Doubt and loneliness, Vords from friends on far worlds
Spreading farther in cosmic tides,

Communications holds together the Universe, A string between

Two people, a chain between four, unbreakable, 4 thought between
Two, an idea between four, blending between nations, between’
Worlds, As the stars twinkle with hapniness and sorrows, human,

Beautiful Sorrows, his face beams and he is proud to be an
Instrument of the Mail,

A Mailman,

EDITOR'S NWOTE: “The Mailman" came in entirely unnoticed, and did n o ¢
at first igpress us, Then we read it again, /e suggest you do the very
,:,;'E‘;h"?‘ s AR i 23 WS Saine th.ing. o u‘. o0 s 0 essneaa a -he

iy v

s

\ NORELN KANE -

Ah, Alice, Alice, do you
sometimes long

for that wondrous world
you knew?

hen the white rabbit
said, "I'm late,™

and the Chesshire cat
grinned on a

"golden afterncon,"

Do you ever dream

of the unicorn,
Tweedledum and Tweedldee,
and that day you

won the crown?

. by
Would you trade all youxr MICHAEL FRAZIER

placid life

for just one more hour
in wonderland,

where logic is lost

: —aid childhood is
forever fair?

I think perhaps

you would,

illustration

.




the column of clever,
oft-caustiec comiente~-

heading illustration by

AWBODY ELSE IW THIS POT?

"The opinion of the strongest
is always the best," «=de la Fontdne,

Ah yes, ond who was it said
something about us all hanging to=
gélker or we should hang separctee
ly? Begins to look that way does-
ntt it?

Button, button, who gets the
convention? That's the new game
being played up ¥Fhiladelphia ways
this year,
ven or eight months to go before
the Philly affair, and alre ady
welre worrying zbout who will get
the 1954 ghebang--or who- won't get
it, One thing is certainy  Phil=
adelphia figures to have a lot to
say about it, one way or another.

, You see, there's a peculiar
gituation in Philadelphiae=-and, I
might add, a bit of a peculiar od-
or, unidentified as yet, With the
Chicon II, a2 new light began t o
shipe on the convention field, and
it's even brighter in Philadelphia
=-the light of the pros, The light
wes noticede~gnd wondered, aboute==
at Chicago, It's due for even riore
notice~=and wonder--at Miladelphia,
And.what does it mean? It means

that prodom plans to meke.samething

fere we are, still se=-

page thirty=-one

" by that sage of Salt-
-Lake City in the fine
. gtate of Utahew=

PN

MGkt

LAVRENCE HEKEIMAN

of the enmial sef conventlons- they
plan to make the convention a real~
1y useful item for themselves, And
fandom? Oh, who cares ebout fandam,

This attitude shows up ver y
clearly in the recent actions o f
the Thiladelphia Convention YRules
Committee® headed by L, Sprague de
Camp, BFlithely overlooking the fact
that the "rules" they are supnosed
to set up apply to the convention,
proper, only, the committee prefers
to internret it in a hroader sense
and melze rules for all of fandom as

well as the convention, What 1 s
that 0ld adage about giving one an
inch...? Philly, taking its mile

with admirable nonchalance, has al=~
ready decided that bids from certain
cities for the 1954 convention will
not be accentable to them becemse of
racialediscrimination. and because of
the feuding going on, This is only
the first step the Rules Committee
has taken, but it!'s overly-big by
itself, That they should set them-
selves un a8 a dictatorial body,
choosing or rejecting convention
sites at will, is really stretching
things too far., Citiegs thus f a r
cagually rejected from the race are
Atlanta, Vashington D,C,, and ,Det~
roit. Ghu only knows what others
will follow. It degina to agppean,



yage thi’i:/w-tw

"
.

as though cities wishing to bid Tor
the 1954 con are going to have to
send a letter of application ' t o
Philly to find out if they apk ac-
ceptable or not, 3

But maybe even that wontt do
any good, Fhilly has setup s o
many rules aslready that they have
barred even their favorite choices
by their own rules, ‘Word is that
Frisco is the warm spot<in the fine
nish heart of Philadelphia, and it
certainly looks that way in fandom
as well, Certzinly it is pretiy
well agreed that the = gonvention
must come west this yeariBut where
is west? Only:the coastal ecities
can handle a convenfion, but there
are three or four coastal ocities
capable of handling the convention:
San Diego, Los Angeles, San Frane
cisco, Seattle and Portland,

Los Angeles is pretty we l1l
counted out because it is gaving
its strength for the '58 convention,
Seatlle has little strength to bid
with, Portlend had the last o ne,
and is undovbtedly uninterested in
having the next one, This leaves
us Frisco and San Diego capable of
holding the convention, However,
San Diego just got through holding
& SouWesterCon, and whether  they
will feel like having a world cone
vention of not is a questionable
point, ' '

But it looks as though t h e
high-handed action of the Rule s
Committee in barring Detroit and
other cities on the grounds of their
constant feuding will glso bar San
Francisco and San Diego as well,
Word comes that the Little Men have
broken up, The more actlve members
of the group~-the Colels and a few
other familieg=-have formed their
own clique, the.Tetartoids, They
vlan on bidding for the 1954 con-
vention, along with the Little iien

and they also plan on holding .a re-

gional convention sometime in Ap-
ril of this year, :
Today word eomes from San Di-
ego that the old San Diego Science-
Fantasy Society has split into two
groups, each . of them being re-named
to avoid confusion with the origi-
nal .club, The split here seems to

have been somevwhat gentler and with

.Aﬂ-v-_

got the job,

JABEER-VOCKY (ooncluded)

leas bifterness than the one 1 n
FriBsco, ibut there are still under-
1ying currents of dissention,

- 1And that is the situation, As
far as fandom is concerned, t h e
convention MUST ¢ome west in 1954,
Philaddlphfa seems to lean t h e
same way, but in their rush to gain
and hold power over fandom's. cone
ventions,: their Rules Camittee has
virtually barred all the potential
choiceg for the convention, Some=
thing has got to give, -and it looks, -

", from h&¥e, as though it will be the
" Rules Gommittee,

). If fandom 1le#s
them opepate the way they are try-

"ing to bperate, before long fandom
will have little or no voice whate

soever in‘the world convention., It
will beeoaie an inatrument weilded
by the professionels, with the
gsite choséli*at their - convenience,
and the eonvention held and car=
ried out from the professionsalpaint
of view, :
Fandom.won't . stand -for it,But
before long it will be too late,
and the only recourse for the fan
will be to go to ‘the regional con=-
ventions and leave the world = afe=
fairs alone, There will be a wide
breach between the two,causing th-
told damage to both fields. T h e
outlook isn't very promising,
Anyone for polo%? )

DEPT, OF LITTLE UNDERSTQOD HAPPENe
oGS : '

- In eonneg¢tion with Robert W,
Lowndes! SCIENCE FICTION QUARTERLY,
one of.the pulpier pulp mags o the
market, a new fan column will soon
be started, conducted by one Cglvin
Thomas Beck, Beck states he wants
to do a 'good job, and needs help,
The columti will begin with the May
1953 issue, Now, if you reacted to
the news the same way I did,you are
probably still sitting on * t h e
floor, ‘with your mouth open a foot,
And you are probably asking your=
self, as I did, how the hell 3Beck
Beck is, with little
doubt, fendom's least prolific,
least interesting, most asinine 4
unintelligible, irrational and 1le -
logicael fan, He is known for his
irrespansivle (coucluded pege. 35)



[science fiction short-short | page thirty~three

et s f / " illustration
E e 0 ) GER W B JACE. HARVESS

vy Thomas Finn

BIOGRAPHICAT HOTE: a few weeks ago we received a
short story in this office that was a re-write of
.|a well-known s~f yarn, but the style was totally
fdiffernet, Since the author of the story lived
here in Cleveland,.we decided to visit him, The
.{euthor of PARTS is a young man who works at the
- |Cleveland Public Library, His age is not indic-
.~|ative.- of the quality of his work. Tom Finn here
|presents a succinet tale, told ‘in an outrageous-~
ly matter-of-fact manner of two parts snd a rob-
ot It's not what you'd exmect, and we hope to
|be able to feature Tom again, Very So0N.....,.he

In the darkness, there was a slow moverent; - :

The small, uni-purpose robot rolled quietly onto the floor, freed
after weeks of eonfinement, and stood 8ilently, deep in Grand Central
Station, '

Into its tiny "brain" one dominant fact had been impressed, To=
night he had a duty to perform which he could not faily There would
be no second ehanee, : . '

The tape began to feed its "brain" other factse The location of
the parts, How to use them, Their purpose,

~ The robot rolled to the first locker; opened it silently, The amm
went in, fumbled around for a second and cane out 'clutching a par ¢
carefully, almost reverently,

It rolled to a second locker and duplicated the performance,

It held both parts now, its eyes observing them, checking f o r
posgible damage., . A slight srmdge was very carefully removed,

. 1ts short tape was nearing the end, -~ = .
- Slowly the parts were raised and held at arms length,

The robot paused, as if it were gathering strength for ' the last
act of its short life, : .

The last series of indentations on the tape passed through i t s
brain, v
The parts were forced together violently, with teriffie speed,

Half of New York dissolved. into a radioactive mushroom,

‘back ISSUES

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE TO SFBULLETIN ASKING FOR BACK ISSUES OF ANY ISSUE,
AS WE HAVE NONE, - ANYOHE WISHING TO OBTAIN BACK ISSUES OF SFB IS  AD~
VISED' TO CONTACT SOME FAW WITI AN DXTENSIVE COLLECTION OR A DEAIER, WE
HAVE NONE FOR OCRSELVES, MUCH 1TSS ANMYOI'T. ELSE, * WE SUGGEST THAT Y OTF
RELIEVE YOUR IliIND. ABOQUT WOT GECTING YOUR COPIZS OF SFB BY SUBSCRIBING,
THAT GIVES YOU 12 ISSUES PIUS TIE ANNUAL ANUD ALL BXTRA SFB FEATUREShe
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the
~alshidirtenieniass
tanzine
review
column by

Lt

fully
illustrated by:

EDITORIAL NOTEs when we began liarion Bradley's CITS, last Auvgust, w e
found, to our amezement, that there wasn't as much comment asgainst it
ag8 we were led to believe, Well-known fans who knew fanzine reviews
both good, bad, and indifferent, applauded the column heartily and ade
vised us to overlook the spasmodic gibberings of those few who didn't
like to hear the truth about their publications, Then, last month, we
received a letter from llarion that she was going to stop writing this
column, Ve didn't ask her why, we just offered to take CITS up again
enytime she chose to write it, Fortunately for both SFB and fandom,a
miracle transpired and after just one month without Bradley, we a r e
most hapny to revivify the fanzine review column~--CRYIN' IN THE SINK.

I had honestly intended to drop this column, and had so notified
Harlan, However =~- fortunately or unfortunately == the news didn't get
eround fandom very fast, and the fanzines kept coming in,- fast and fiw-
loua, I threw away a few, but they kept coming in, many with nioce,
little notes attached asking for reviews, XHeck-~ I can't be guilty of
such crass incrassitude as all this! Okay; it's up to you, If yyoou
w-nt this column continued, I'll keep it up as long as yvou send me the
fanzines to review, If you want it stopped, just stop sending me fan-
zines, Okeh? -

And-= thanks, kids, From the bottom of this piece of flint I eall
a heart, thenks,

Two or three fanzines got thrown away, as I say, during the lapse
in columns, If your zine was one of them, .I anologize with all m y
heart, This review 1s in more-or-less chronological order,

‘._l‘ r‘\\lr‘ .r..l...dq...l l\ I a
FreMbe ] 1A charles wells, 905 =, 62nd
Street, Savannsh, Georgia, A new zine from Hoffmansland,
and a fascinating one, especially the section on fantasy
music, and the discussion of Gian-Carlo Menotti's fantas—
tic opera THE 1TDIUII, Since I'm reviewing this from men-
ory, I can't quote the price (ED, NOTE: 1l0¢==3 for 25¢.he)
but you might send Chuck a dime and see what happens., As
I recall, this zine was wvery nicely done, :




CRYIN' IN TE SINK (contimued) s

r-l
\/EG}\ Joel Nydahl, 119 S, Front Street, liarquette, Mich,

A serious constructive fanzine in the best sense, It conte i
ains humor in a nice balanced ratio, but is new and modern=« OO
not the hackneyed Pogo-worship of the Hoffmaniaes, This 'is /

not to disparage Lee's: style, but only to comnliment Joel for
developing one of his own, ‘Hoffman ahd Willdis are good~-~ in.
QUANDRY and SLANT, Too many neofans hsave been imitating them,
and doing it badly, of late, VEGA contains a little fiotion,,
& little serious fanstuff, a little humor, a few colu mns,.
Fescinating reading, mostly by new names. TR

rYR f—\ ]\l J\I Forhert Hirsohhorn. Address on my copy = 8o
blurred I ocan't read it, . (ED, NOTH: 853 Riverside Dr,, New
York 32, IMV..,he) This one .goes in for heavy political dis~ /.
cussions of a2 gort of super-socinlistic "Administrative Par=
ty", advocating the #lection of a President who will work tof
abolish his own office, Watoh it, kkiddoesy Utopias are fun,.
but in this demnably censored age, too much wistful glaneing
at socialistic Utopias might get the FBI on your necks, De=-
plorable, but true, Otherwise, TYRANN is good olean fun,

£

'™ rer c
'-5 ,rr‘ J-K_"'_,J\'Dt)lynn Hiclkman and the Little Monsters hawe| |
merged their unpronounceable TIHA and LITTLE CORPUSCIE ' intol;
a single magazine, cleaned up the sloppy format; and retained
all their old virtues, We've praised this one often enoughy
we'll just say "get it", Priee is the same as for TIIIA: one}
dollar a year, , f

-

o £y . :
5"‘" {” John Hiagnus, 9612 Silver Spring, llaryland,

This mag 1s very neat-~ it should be; they heve sixteen typ=
ists listed on the Editorial page, and six "dupllication ex- s
perta", It also has a four~ocolor, silke-screened cover, The [y~
material is excellent, although we yawned widely at ®" T h e

gearch"s o definition of science fiction in:three parts,cov-

JABBER-WOCKY by Gregg Callkins (concluded)

;{tatements and a carelesd attitude.

lder about the furthest from being
fandom's most capable man for the
Job,

Unless Lowndes' last name is
really 3eck, I don't understand it,
I guess it's just another entry for
the Unexplained Happenings File,

LNCIDENTAL INFORMATION

\ove-mentioned Job would have been
Richard Elsberry of Minneapolis,
Elsberry continues to bombard me
with igsues of lilnnesota Te oh's

TECHNOLOG, an excellently printed

oreover, he 1s what I would conse.

A much better man for the ab- .

en .gomeb

college magazine, 1In this issue,
Elsberry writes three fine pages of]
satire on Hemingway's recent TI.ITE
magazine ocoup, "The 01d Man And The
Sea', only Elsberry titles his "The
0ld Ingineer and the D, s
Although the article has rmuehl
more signifigance to the engineers
of Mimnesota Tech than it does to
fandom, it is still most excellent
satire and recommended readingz for
8ll fens who have read an - enjoyed
Elsberry's fanngeh writings, Plau-
dits end praise for highe-quality
writing go to Elsberry, = 0 :
Wow 1f Lowndes had only chos-

5t e\ TOCE




page thirtyesix ' CRYIN' IN THE STIK (contifued)

ering eight pages or go, in flowery verse! The two columnse
THE RAVEBH'S CHIRPy by Rich Bergeron, and THE RAVEL'S BURP,
by Larry Magmuason, should tell you what to expect of this,
Fifteen cents,

() \\ e} @S, ! a

- /Y)Y TN _Mlarie-Louise Share and "Gene® Ward, who is of
courge fandom's old friend Rex E, Ward, Address; Box 17093,
Foy Station, Los Angeles 27, Cal, This onee= printed in
purple on pink paper] =-- is not 2z fanzine, although seversl
fans are represented among the contributors, Rather it at-
temp¥s to cover the more serious literary efforts, VWe were
especlally impressed by Marie-Louise's own piece, IN I[EMORI~
Ii~~another of her now-famous family sketches, which are
written with more wamth and sincerity then anything el s e
welve read in the microcosros of amateur Journalism, Jim
Harmon's parody on space-opera was alsc much-appreciated at
this quarter. And this one is free, so if you care for ser-
ious writing, just write to Gene for a CODY

e =t Neyol o
A N D—\ %TJC \I\/‘JJK' %1042 Telegraph Ave,,Stocke
ton, California, This is not a fenzine, but a profesaional
-~ A magazine; however, they very kindly sent me a review CODY, 30
A I am reviewing per request, This negazine is a wide~o p e n
A [market for fan material of sufficient quality, and top spot
this time goes to TIE ACKORMAN SO -w g complete rundown on
K’ Q Forry the FOOmous, as fan, pro writer and agent, The fued
eretween Howard Browne and Bob Silverberg prodiced only yawns,
S which were dissipated comnletely by Bob Tucker's s pecial
fan-slanted Charles llorne detective story, Even if you don't

read fanzines, you should get this,

C Gy e iz
() r E‘)CI 'JT Al Leverentz, present address unk-

/ nowvnt with the U,S, Army, Thus passeth away another excel-
- lent magazine, for Al has been drafted, and GROTESQUE is out
ey of business, This raises a question in our mindg what kind
<" ~ \of a jinx is there on a serious weird~horror-fantasy  zine?
™ XNone of them last more than a few months, Stan Mullen's GOR-
0 GOl running about the longest-- a record two vears, A silly
‘.\d,nd inconsequential rag, with nothing in it but fannish fleds
/ d junky letters, will last and lasty SPACEWARP, whioh cone
G%\ )?:Ab.ined more crud ’:)y weight than any other fanzine, lasted for
"~ Nyears, But the serious fanzines rise and then fade away ,Why?
F It's a sad commentary on fandom when QUANDRY breaks even and
IEIROIANTIKON goes broke,

N

— ——

A s
U FOJJJJL\J\'P.J. Banks, 111 South 15th, Corsicana, Texas.

R As usual; lousy mimeographing and excellent material., T h e

' eolumn on serious fantasy by Leif Ayen is really goods Leif
Ayen (is that one of Jeff's own pen names, we wonder?) is one
of fandom's better serious commentators. ILee Hoffman is also
present, and for once she is displaying her real wrlting tom
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: lent with & niece of interesting fiction, instead of her hy
usual random slapstick blathering, Read this igsue o f
UTOPIAN ~= number 10 ~- if only to prove to yourself tmt

] Lee can really write, as well as being able to burp out
charming nonsense in fantastie quantity, '

2

' =t ’ £ C‘ f) " :
K.‘:Nr\]bbr\NCE Joe Semenovich, 155-07 Y1st,

Averue, Flushing 67, New York, TFandom's top eritic,

George Wetzel, writes a vicious but Justified attaek on

eritiec Edmund Wilson, and a batoh of half-yits write an

even more viclous, and completely unjustified attack on

Jim Schreiber!s ETRON., Then one Charles Simmons writes

& 8o-called factual report, actually a nasty and viecious (=)

attack, on Palmer's OTHER WORLDS, This one is hardly fit

for the wastebasket, unless you revel in dirty,below=the

belt attacks on people who are too decent to hit back,
10Z, and cheap at-one-tenth the prise, '

AT ¢ \VE N
Cr\rf\CL.('_)//\ Bob Briney, 3 Kent Road, Vinnetka, v
Illinois, A8 usual, excellent fentasy poetry, badly Q
mimeog:_c'aphed and poorly layed~out, but expertly selected
and edited, Dob knows hisg poetrys 'nuff said,This issue

; features a hitherto-undigcovered poem by H,P, Loveoraft: S
end most of the poetry 1s professional in quality. 10¢,

P = - -~
J’"/’“‘\l\l_‘ J[JO-‘S_":.’:Larry Touzinsky, 2911 Minnesota
Rwedue, SP, Louis 18, Missouri, Paul Mitgelbuscher,as~
gociate editor, A first issue, very nicely mimeographed,
contents scrappy but interesting, The fanzine review
was especially interesting, inasmuch as Psul reviews an
entirely different set of fanzines than are received by
"Cryin'.,." and from a fannish, rather thon s literary
slant, but does so with commendable honesty and excell~
ent taste, This one costs 2 dime, and probably needs
mamuscripts as well, Rally round, fanSe....}

-
j\/\o ,r I Robert Peatrowsky, Box 634, Norfolk,lebraska, 7\
Beautifully hectographed in small gize, wonderfully il- OO
lustrated by Naesman Peterson, and filled un with a num-
ber of fascinating oddities, this is the finest fanzine

presently in existence in the purple-print format, D.O. vy
Cantin lists a number of ways to drop out of fandom or
get thrown oute~ I gould list one he rnissedy write a

fanzine review column,

OOPSLJL\]\H\“SJL}}I'egg Calkins, 1429 Talisman Dr,

Salt Leke City 16, Utah, Inside a printed cover (a "

: view of lars, covered by a huge N0 PARKING sign, signed
R, Bradbury) lurks a tremendous amount of surorising me- '
terial, A near~pro fiction short, TOO BRIGHT, by o n e

»* William Rose, inpressed us most, as did a "rotograwvure"

gsegtion-~=pages of fullesize illustrations by Ray Cap-

(



page thirtyeeight CRYIN! IN THE SINK (concluded)

Blla, Richard Bergeron and Dave Stone, As usualy Rich Else
berry is in there bellyaching at everybody within shooting
distance, and Robert Bloch is trying to sound like & fan and
suceeding in being naive, but the whole thing is beautifully
put together, and should suit you right down to the grounde=-~
if you like that kind of thing, The price is fifteen cents,
which strikes us as being very reasonable for such a big and
well-spiced platter of fantertaimment, ‘

by e : : .
g T (:(:)jvkﬁjl Karl Olsen, RDF ;2, Allendale, New Jersey,
- This, an offshoot of the Drill Premss, struck us as bei n g
both more serious and more mature than the original Ish it=-
S = ems, Winchell Graff looks over g half-century of the 0z
\\g‘E? books, Roger Dard talks about~~ you guessed it-- Australia n
E;S fandom -~ and Anthony de Luna presents some mildly ribeticke
G, —m 1ing cartoons, With a sidewise frown to Ish (that obstrepe
(\\~__,// €rous brat}) for his ¥Sly, Humorous Intrinsic Thoughts---the
— column you shouldn't abbreviate®, we wrap up this newcomer ’
with a pink ribbon and day, "Send him a dimey the guy!s goodd®

That'!s the lot for this time, Fanzines sent to this column MUST be in
my hands before the 28th of the month, or they will be held over until
the next month, (EDITOR'S NOTEs which seems =z good time to mention,in
passing, that gll opinions expressed in this column are those of the
reviewer, and no necessarily those of the editor, though they might
be, as are a few Marion expressed.this issue, All review copies MUST
be sent to Box 246, Rochester, Texes, and are not to be confused with
trade copies of your magazine sent to the editor, Now back to Marionhe)

SPLASHINGS fromthe SINKT-

SPECIAL EVENTS IN FAN PUBLISHING:

SELECTED ESSAYS OF HOWARD PHILLIPS LOVECRAFT; SSR Publications, edited
by George Wetzel,

Welve just received the first copy of the first volume of - t h e
LOVECRAFT COLLECTOR'S LIBRARY, printed in = special edition of 75 COop=
les, muubered and dated, Priced at only 35 cents, this first volume
contains three of Lovecraft!s essays and one short story; a bigger vale
ue than many of the so-called "pocket books®, _

The issue is very neatly mimeographed; neater than some printings
it 1s also bound in stiff covers, and edited with a nicety and perfec=-
tion which would do credit to any professional publishing house, The
material included is typical Lovecraflt of the early period, and was,we’
believe, culled from various amoteur publications, These essays are
difficult, almest impossible, %o obtain in any other format except as
collectors' items and at prohibitive prices, George Wetzel, whoedited
the publication, Al Leverentz, who did the haok work, and SSR Publica=-
tions, are wellw~deserving of fandom's thanks for placing these items
within the reach of the colleector., We understand that the forthoeoming
volumes in the series are to be similar in format and price, S0 we suge
geat that for information, you should contaect Paul Ganley of SSR ar Bob
Briney, who is assisting with the bibliographical material, They will
be in limited edition, so reserve your conies now,

(EDITOR'S INSERTION; sorry, but CRYINt,.., has run over quite some
space this issue, but because it was absent lasmt ish, we let it, But I
have to cut the reviews of Bob Pavlet's FANZINE IWDEX, Sorry again., .he)
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the column that's over your head, as perpetrated

L\ GeoYoe  (Jl5s0
full-page heading fdr HALO : 43
by George Ollson-~-~-small :

heading next page by Larry Hekelman-e=-
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HALO (continued)

Inventions the pulp writers
issed; here's g finger-tip pen, A
en that fits over the index finger
ike a thimble, 1Made of plastic it
a8 a retractable ballepointeeece,.a
igarette case with a time lock. Tt

llooks like an ordinary case and holds
one pack, But theret!'s an gttachment
from the watch factory whioch keeps it
locked for a specific period of time,
There's nothing, howewer, to prevent
ooching,,ess.there's a "slide rulen

nificant factors into a relatively

based on s common archeeologicsl method of determining time
known as "seriation", which reflects gradual but constant change

(chronological) to tell the age of
neient eivilizations, The  thing
Uecombines 21l chronologically sig-
simple mathematical formula, ™ It's
sequence

in

pottery, clothing, and other artifacts....,and, in case you didn't know

it, the new atomic cannon
called a %“double recoilt
firing,
large pits, ' I'm not exactly
to many other weapons nhowadays,

youtve been hearing cbout has s om e
mechanism which neutralizes
The recoil requires some smaller wezdons to be bedded down in
sure how it works, but it's being anplied
Peace marches on! '

thing
the energy of the

Was listening to radio Moscow the other night (31 meter band a %

9.7 mg) in English,

spout off,
ion orphans roeaming the u,S,
resentatives of the House of

It's beamed over here,
to satirize a Russian propaganda program.
what stinkers we are until you hear Moscow

Sounds like a comie trying
‘Anyway, you can't realize
llose and her male cohor t

Their latesticharge is that there are upwards of two mille

They are picked Up, occasionaly, by rep-
Morgan, and other greedy capitaliste, who
need c¢hild labor in the factory or mine,

In between times, when they

are not slaving away at the factory bech or with a shovel, they 1live,
almost starving, in our country's subways. . Deocent of them to admit we

have subways that large,

There's one Soviet accusation, hovewer,

wholeheartedly,

title of Jazz,

The accusation is that the purpose of American
is to #stun and kill human feelingsu,

mpre than once by what issued from the
Not that I'm opposed to jazz,

with which I agree almost
- jazz
Personally, I've been stunned
loudspealker of radios under the
I like alirost all music

with the exception of Wagnerian-type operz, most hill-biily music’ and

Kenton-type (i,e,, "modernistic")
stunned and killed,
idg desire to do away with the
fdioms in music today, Fantastioc?

Jazz, _
but they've reincarnated themselves with the seeth=
nerpetrators of some of thée modern jazz

Not only have hyv feelings. been

Yes. ‘The music, that is,

Another theory on the core of the Harth,
¢f the Sydney (Australia) University,

the Earth's inner core,

bonsists of
the central
the center,
the density

congists of
of water,

with a radius of
8 density about 18 times that of water,

Professor K,Z, -Bullem
sfated that his researches shows
about 800 miles, is solid with
It is. chemically digstinet and

iron, nickel and probably some denser metals. The rest of
core, according to the Prof, extending to 2200 miles from
e. 1iguld form of siligate rock,' about 11 times

Oh yes, Man Into Wolf, an entertaining book by Robert Eisle r

[Philosophical Library,
logical aspects of sadism,

650pPesilius,
masochism and lyoenthroyy.

, $6450)

looks iato the anthropoe
it suggests the



HALO (concluded) page forty=-one

amusing possibility that crimes of violence, including murder and war
(t), have their origins in man's evolutionary past...For fossil hounds:
Cambrian Stratigraphy and Paleontology Near Caborga, Northwestern Son-
ora, Mexico by G.A, Cooper (Smithsonian Institution, 185 DPpPe,illustra=-
ted, $3.00), I won't review it unless specifically asked,

Lots of things happening, Elron Hubbard is off on another kick,
He has, as you probably know, left the Dianetics Foundation and is do-
ing more research. This stuff he's working on now uses some ﬁngres&rve-
electronic devices, Among other things, elron now says we are ’ really
74,000,000,000,000 years old, Having known Monday mornings when we' d
call anyone that age "junior", we shan't sav anything else on the sub-
ject.,

Some good movies coming up this year, Errol Flynn is going t o
produce and star in a movie concerning that famous archer William Tell
«o.Sonny Tufts and Barbara Payton will be in “Run For the Hills," which
as far as I can learn, is described as "a snoof on the atomic age"....
and Burt Lancaster is slated to play the lead in “The Firebrand," apde
biography of Benvemuto Cellini.

On the newsstand scene, roughly, an editor, being questioned by the
Congressional group investigating "obscene'" literature said that spicy
books merely reflect the life and times of the people today. He said
that his publications were no spicier than the works of Homer and Sha-
kespeare. This may be true, but the idea that, in 1,000 years, t h e
great names of American literature might be lMickey Spillane and Jace k
Woodford is a bit unnerving,

Spinning through 1952 we find, according to the Science News Let-
ter, that the top science stories of last year were: (1) sucessful te-
sting of the Habomb; (2) developement of almost foolproof anti-malaria
drug; (3) promising results with use of isonizzid in treating ™s (4)
three possible aids for polio patientsy (5) deteciion of spiralarms in
our Milky Way galaxy; (6) design of an atomic accelerator which will
develop 100 billion electron volts; (7) discevery thaat Jericho has had
a continuous history of 6,000 years, making it +the world's oldest towns
(8) progress toward forecasting daily weather throuch electronic cale
culators; (9) first jet airliners went into comuercial service, There
were more, but space limitations et 2lee...

For your possible interest, and not knowing whether or not I'm in-
fringing on copyright laws, I'd like to renroluce here a letter noted
in the 29 December 1952 isgue of TIME, "Sir: I don't wish to be an ale
armist, but these space travelers are going to bring an end to the
world for the simple reason that they are overlooking a principle o f
physics familiar to any high school boy, iz, faction equals renction',
«».The same principle would be involved in z space ship leaving earth,
Small as it would be in relation to she earth's mass, the roske® blast
would be sufficient to knock the ear+h slightly out of kilter in the
delicate balance between gentrifugal rorce and gravitation which now
keeps our planet from either whirling loose from the solar system o r
falling into the sun,.." Any commenta?

Which is about all for this month, Unless you're interested i n
the filler item stating: "Fearing that they may become as great a pest
as -rabbitts, New Zealand has forbidden the importation of tortoises,"
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: "Why #OT step ou‘tside,lsir.;....\i;
R /l»f% it on some pasuiag wench..."® )
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AS witneas Malcclm Willits and Dea this igsue, who are

seeking to sell and buy items in the fantasy field, an| full page:
advertisement placed in SFDULLETIN. (circulation ove r =1, 00
300==in 46 of the 48 states and sevenh foreign count-
ries) brings you the best response for the smallest of| half page:
your advertising allotment, No better way to reach the —wmmw, 50
Science fiction-reading public is available that comp~
ares with SCITNCE FANTASY BULIETIN, Plug your magaze| no smaller adg

ine, sell your bpoks, get thogg;ﬂ@ﬂjgﬁ_lﬁQﬁﬁ"2;iE_ﬁ;ﬁi____éﬁgﬁnigg____.
. | ST |
FANVARIETY

a group of seriously constructive amsteur publishérs and editors,banded
together to provide the finest in science fiction reading for the fan

- D e W e -

These are the magazines whose editors are members of FANVARIETY INTER=
PRISES, publishing the finest and most varied in amateur journals i n
the entire science fietion field, Subscribe to these magazinesy your
money is always safely inveated if the publiocation bears. the legend;

A MEIBER OF FAIWARE’I’_Y. TITTERPRISESs .

ASFC FANTASIAS MOTE. .22

Ian T, Macauley ‘David English Bob Peatrowsky

o7 E, Park Lane NE 63 We 2nd St, Box 634

Atlanta 5, Georgia . Dunkirk, N,Y, Nbrfolk,‘NEbr. 3

PENDULUM : * SCIENCE T'ANTASY BULIETIV THE CHIGGER PATCH
B8ill Venable Harlan Ellison  Apt 616 OF FANDQM

010" Park Place 12701 Sheker Blvd, ' Nan Gerding Box 484
Pittsburgh 9, Pa, Cléveland 20, Ohio - ..Doseville, Illinois
| el LS
FYRANN " VANATIONS D AR
tlorvert Hirschhorn Norman G, Browne ; support thesge
1853 Riverside Drive 13906 « 101A Ave s magazines

Hew York 32, ¥,Y, Rdmonton, Alberta; Canada with your sube

i scriptions!

I 2 3 L LT T = e e v S8 . b4 ,.I;
FASFIC IN RETROSPECT=--2 thorough, personalized, -unigue report of the 10
Armiversary Science Fiction_Convention--more_than 70 pages of convente
ion coverage by Joe Gibson, TFranklin 1l Dietz, Ian Macauley, Walt willis,
pick Clarkson, Harlan Fllison, Bill Venable, and many more-~costs 1,50

f

JORRECTION: : ' g :

(we are sorry that this correction must be made here, but spacial limi-
tations force such action) The date on page3£7~ﬁhould~readrmeaturdwy{
¥ebruary 7, 1953, not, as we mistakenly indicated, 1952, Again, o u »
ilPOlogies-c-..o.o.....u.-.......-o.-oo..onocoo-‘...aoqwo.l:-ﬂz'lﬂﬁ Tllison
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page forty=four ' paid advertisementsz

You've seen Fantastic Worlds,

Science T'iction Advertiser, Science-
Fantasy Bulletin, ’ ence

Thg Journal of Science Fiction;y all great fane
~ zlnesy but have you seen the latest?

THE ALL-NEW

\,
/AIES of §<:/£NcE—-/:,;er§y

Our SEVENTH issue offers

New large format for greater conveniency, lithoed
for greater quality, 32 fan and pro-vacked puges,
seven great stories, five great articles by Tritz
Leiber, Robert Bloch, Don Day, Arthur C. Clarke,
Willy Ley, Zllugtrztions by nationally kaown fans,
special depariments, ranitasy poetry, all combined
to give you over 20,000 wordg ol the best all-ar-

e e . ————

TWENTY-FIVE CENTS FER COPY OITT DOLLAR FOR T'IVE ISSUES
e send to either
TINY DESTINY
3477 Worth Clark Ste 11848 S,E, Powell Blvd,

Chicago 134 Illinois Portland 66, Oregon

Editors EARL KEIMP and ITALCOII WILLITS

P,S5, There are a very few copies left of Destiny no, 3,
4-5, and 6, Twenty-five cents eash. Sorry, no copies recon-
left of our first and second issues. Our eighth issue mended
will be published April 25, 1953, and will feature th e to all
iast fanzine story by David H, Keller (“he Golden Key) , | readers
The Story of Fantasy Press by Lloyd Arthur Ishbach, Tar- of SIFB!
zan in the Films by Vernell Corriell, Who Knocks at M ¥y seesche
Door? by E, Rockmore, Personalities in Ocience Fiction
(Walter 11, Miller, Jr,) as well as Sam I'oskowitz, George
Wetzel, Pat Laton, John Harwood, Henry Ebel, .}, Weath-
erby and many many others., Don't deley in sending i n
your dollar for five wonderful issues, And while you're
at it, if you like to write or illustrate science-fanta-
sy, why not enclose some of your efforts? Destizy desires
to be the showcase of fandom, accomplished onliy with help.

e S ——

Be certain you mention SFBULIETIN when purchasing from SFB's adverts
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paid advertisements (continued) page fortyefive

WANTED
FOR SALE _
! : | WALT DISKEY'S CQMICS
AMAZING STORIES October 1940=February 1942
: MICKEY MOUSE TIAGAZINE L B
July 1926 (no,4) ¢ $1.25 October 1935«September 1940
I}Ia:»l'y iggg g -83 WALT DISNEY BOOKS AND NEWSPAPER COMICS
u v o8 thi b. before *40
Mabch 1929 G .45 Most SlUIElce: m
July 1929 G 40 . IFor any of the above I will pay up to
Decs, 1932 'F ' LB0 $1,00 each or trade mint copies of 19«
June - 1935 VG  ,40 '30=1943 Astounding, Unknowns, and
April * 1931 G-VG .40 Gernsback Amezings. I am also in the
Oct, ° 1933 'P 40 market for old -comic books ' published
Aug, ' 1934 GeVG ,50 before 1944, and some of the modern sf
Sept, 193¢ G «40 comies like Weird Science, Weird Fante
Oct, 1934 G «40  lasy, liad, and Strange Adventures, I
June ' 1935 P o256 will trade or- pay cash}
July ' 1935 G 040 \ T i s e
e _ Malooln. Willits. ..
FAMOUS' FANTASTIC MYSTERIES ; 11848 . 5E. Powell Blwd,
‘ Y ' % ) Portland.68, Oregon- -
Sept,=<0et, 1939 (1st issue) G ,75. (college address till June)
May=June ' 1940 G 40 g 3 - MeCormiock Hall

: r—r—r——. Forest Grove,
VP=very poor, Pepoor, Gegood, VG=very good, Iwfine, . . . -Oregon )

Ir Oy, > - 00 B .
L | ANNOUUNTC CTES 3
/ /é [ \SS? \55; -+ "The- Abyss of Wonders"®
by Perley Poore Sheehan

PO Box 159~=Reading,.
Pennsylvania, '- ' a0
LLOYD A, ESHBACH: director yes, the second title in the epoche-
making series 6f books in the=-e
POLARIS TANTASY LIBRARY is now
ready for release, and 1t will be a
rare tale-of fantasy from' the world
famous ARGOSY magazine of 1915e-=a gtory of
reincarnation and fantastic adventures in a
littleevisited Asiatic land, A story of which
P, Schuyler Miller, book reviewer for ASTOUNDING
SCIENCE FICTION, had this to say: "Reading the book,..it
seems unbelievably fresh and modern,., In any era, t h e
writers who have a quality of timelessness in their wri ting
will be remembered--and that is the quality of 'The Abyss O f
Wonderst, " Reserve your copy of this beautifully bound and
extremely rare volumee~-THIS BOOK WILL NOT BE SOLD IN BO OK =
STORES, ONLY BY DIRECT I1TAIL ORDER, The prices $3,00, Order
before you forget fromg POLARIS PRESS, PO Box 159, Reading,Pa,

SFB'S PUBLISHING LIFE DEPENDS, IN A LARGE PART, UPON OUR ADVERTISERS,IF
POSSIBLE, PATRONIZE THE. SFBULLET IN ADVERTISERSe-wsAND ITENTION SFB IF SO
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LIRS AT, -ZaC)anirchcg?'
P.0. 130X /75 -/Ye i Brumswick 7T

e

paper-backed books and || softecovered pocket books all in mint cond,

oDy Bram Stoker (author of DRACULA).....35¢
deevnasecveby AgGge Bennett.................35;2’
sescsnseeel Weird taleao.o..ooo-.oocgoggo35¢
...by Ray Bradburyotiﬁzo sﬂF tales.....-..25¢
THE WEREWOLF OF PARISe.s. segesssnaly GUY EndOreocdo-o--o--o-coooclzsﬂ
THE DAWN OF BRRKNESS..sse 4o (British ve DY ASTron del Martia,.qs¢ss25¢
THE KID FRQHILARS........1-..(British pocket edition) by B Friend, .25¢
FLIGHT INTO SPACEeesssrseqses(British edition of anthology’Wbllheim.Zﬁﬁ
SPAWN OF SPACE...........-a..by Franz Harkon.nclosoi-.co.t-cooo.oo.325¢
I{USHROOII IEN FR@I I‘MRS... 'Y X | B‘ritj.Sh).’l.by Lee Sta-nton.............25¢
OFERATION VENUSyeeessnsesdsce (British),,.by John Russell Fearngeees« 257
WORLDS AT WAReesssosonses sse(British),. by Te G, Rayer-o-ooococcoo.25¢
THE HUMAN BATuyerecesvasedpon (BRLEI8N1000BY Toll, GAlleenvessansonsssBof
SPACE mN..........l.......l..|. British ...by Curtis Warren...........25¢
THARKOL, LORD OF THE UNKNQWN, (British),..by Edmond Hamiltoneseesseee57
2000 YEARS ONasessasencsaalsas(British veoby Vargo Statten.yeqsessse.25¢
THE SUN MAKERSessssacsense sag British e e oDy Vargo Statten.......,...25¢
NEBUL.A‘X................. ae 'British g..by Vargo Statten."-........ozf}ﬂ,
WANDEHRER OF SPACEq.ssseseaeee (British),,.by Vorgo Stattensseescenses25¢
ANNIHILATION...........-- ese(British ...'by Vargo Stattenaotioonooo.25¢'
COosMIC FLAI’EE............. ape British .o.by Va.rgo Stattennitco||000025ﬁ’
THE AVENG'ING I‘T-‘ARTIAN@.... o8 British ...by Vargo Statten...........zf)ﬁ

THE LAIR OF THE WHITE WO
WHOM THE GODS DESTROY....
IN THE GRIP OF TERROResse
THE ILIUSTRATED MANe .eeee

WE TAILESspseeeall in mint condition
1lo41,.
1946,.
1950,.
1951.,.
19524,

eeJUlYgsevesense 3D cents
oJanuaryeliarchseosesceess 30 cents each
eJUlymNovemberessesssses s 20 cents each
1Maroh, ¢lay e ¢« JULY ¢ gSEDte o NOV, 4 « 202 each
sJan, .:Mar. oliay o .JLIl'y’. ° Sept. se 20}3’ each

FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES,seeall mint

eeeD cents each
e 0025 cents each

1948, 409 0AU8q.00ts eDeCo g
1949. [N N} .Feb..Au-gl.oct. L ]

STARTLING STORIESsesseall in good shapse

1945, ,¢ Spring 1947 s s o lOV
ely 1948, ,,March
200-pages, mint with piectdrial 30 ovents per copy

back covers)

ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION (contains
1945,,June 1946, ,FebJune *The Players of Null-A by van Vogt)
35 gents each
: 1948: OotyMov,Dec and Jan 1949 (4
parts of this serial--all mint)

30¢Z each or the quartet for 1,10

many other British and Amarican magazines for sale=-gend for a lisbheecus
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QBDHESB ﬂG and BUPHEH“”Bmachmes o)

1401 East 9th Street- at. the oorner of Rockwell across

‘from the Cleveland PresseeCleveland 14,10hio--MAin l-
1105~-HERMAN V. WIIITE: manager

i

-

ADDandDUP invite you to come in
- where the science fiction fan feels

right at home. cos

where SFSULLETIN buys its' supplies

PR
”
e W

AN T e~

X ‘ll////""-mi\\\' el

and your every office or

duplicating want will be filled

”», 2

| cheerfully, quiekly, and ' )

Y Sod /) ))

: - 7w ©

most aatisfactoruy. Many. Ve A

values available e.t ADDe.ndDUP acceeable 4 ; ‘
nowhere else.

" .
Saiie M eam e AR e

Ma.il orders accepted e.s well

as 1n person wante. ,Stop in todaylor

drop us a 1ine. We deliver

UA

muﬂ e )
% ak 2 . - Jfl L
" illustrations
anywhere 1n the United States. : ] BN this page by

. JACK HARIESS

p.s. (i Bt L

in case youtye forgotten, that %weirdw Special
from ADDandDUP is still availab

les -
$1450 typewriter ribbons

to readers of SIB (to fit any
all typers)we=$1,00 o0r 6 ribe

bons (assorted 1f you wish)regul-
g s ar $9 00 value--SPEC;& $5.00.
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m{pﬁﬁi‘i Just in case you're wondering, that
[f?k'} j sign the gnome is holding allegedly
5\ says, "it's in the MAIL bag," but
', ' we can't swear to it because of the

m._ .
page fortyweight 5 FS ' department

fact that the editor tried to be a
fangy letterer and loused the whole
durned thing up, and also the fact,
obscure though it may be, that the
gnome hates the editor, Well, he'd
better watch his gtep or wetll get
us someone new, Ythear that, Ante
enna Ted? But on to another siw~
tuation, The first letter in this
montht!s batch is the culmination of
a rather heated personal exchange I
have been engaged in with one Jo e
Semenovioh, editor of the fammagaz-
ine REVAISSANCE, Joe says a number
of things that set your editor t o
wondering, Ve are at a loss t o
answer Semenovich, as our answers
would be so biased, that they'd be
mill and void, Hence, I'd like as
many of you as possible, to write a
suitable answer to Joe!s letder and
send it to me so I can run it next
issue, DPlease help me out, and do
-not let this letter-writing oppor —
tunity pass just because you think someone else is bound to writee,.,.be=
cause they might not, and then your editor would be up the proverbial ol
crik without the proverbial ol paddle. Get what I MmeaN?qecnsacacneseel

from; JOSEPH SEMENOQVICH {155-07 71st Ave, Flushing 67, NY)
Dear Birdbathj

sseAgide from the drawings, there was nothing at all good in your
zine this issue, The three columns were fair, Calkins taking the 1lead
by a nose, Shapiro's column was too short, and your column t0o longe..
Face it Ellison, Your fanzine isn't so hot, One of the worst things
that ever came into being----other than my early is-
sues of RENAISSANCE---~up to issue five in fact, But
the way you oriticime other fanzines, one would think
you would turn out a masterpiece, which you don't,As
in the last issue, you fill wp your zine with arte
work=---well, why not turn it into an artzine, A n d

cartoon by

then you print useless book reviews, useless Story SFB's new
Recommendations, useless depariments such as NEXTEXT discoverys
when we already know what is ecoming out,,.And please BILL

I hate to see someone sound off on a future story
that will appear,.,.if ADVENT is as good as you say
it isy it should have been accepted by a prozine,...
=wem=Joe Semenovich

DIGNIN

Dear Joes in the words of that great American phile
osopher, "Wheew}" Now that you've had your szy, and
by the way, for anyone who's interested, thisj
thing went on and on like that, I'm going to
ileave my entire letter column open to anyone,

II-I
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one .at all, who can snswer’ Semenévich, I'd prefer (naturally)to hav
letter or two from sameone on side, of course, but if you happen t
string along with Joe, I'11 publish your letter also, But writel,,...h

fromy Iegs'Greer (6907 Hope Ave,, (Cleveland 2, Qhio)
Deayr Harlan: ; s b :
Too late, too late, that handsome snapshot of R, STARTLING® on
page one of the November SFB! Because...(call for Philip Jos&).,s,I had
%%geadg fallen, head over scales, for Venable's critter on the covers.gs
supereamused, super=intelligent, simply LUSCIOUS LIZARD,{Good thing
that myopia makes me impervious to photosynthesis, or there might b e
some sauri=looking offspring,) - i '
Seriously Harlan, SFB gets better and better, How DO you do 1it?
But frevvins saske, STOP improwing it remember Nathaniel Hawthornets
"The Birthmark"] 1It's just abouf right, now,  The artwork, especially
was extra satisfying in this issuey particularly liked DEA's group of ET
Cuties, Phyliss Miller's excellent back covers dittd Nelson's cartoon...
(NEVER apologize}) and the not-asthingelefteout "Bar On Boulevard Johes",
But: I had to breathe a littlée onmy apecs, then polish, bed clarifying a
top part of the drawing "Tasty Morsel", _ ey Sk '
All in all, a mighty. neat treat, SFB for November, Shouldn't say
it, but actually it was more palstable than several of the promags .I've
recently read, (Do they seem vapid to you, toé, right now «-or iz it
just between-season?) & ' ‘Sincerely, ‘Jessamine Greer

Dear Jesss It's a good thing the ratic 1s seven letters of your kind tq
one of Semenovich's, or SFB might f6ld from ‘a broken epiriteeecovesseseh

fro FIRESTO ox 515, Upton, Wyomin 3
Dear Harlan . o = - % _ :
»00COTY 710 received.. I'd Be'%geatly interested to learn Y our
source of authority for statement pube ¢ g :
lished in THE BOOT last issue (that lsy -
that a  charge is being made for the
Astounding SF Key for the N3F,...vell,
will end this on e sweet note«Sincere=
1y believe that you will soon be, 1 f
sren't right now, the top fanzine ed-
itor, Best wishes, Bvie,

ear Evas I received the word that Ray
Higgs was holding the aSF Key that had:
been compiled by Redd Boggs, till h e
could get paid for it, This raised al

Mga, AND NeVeR

DARKEN MY "
roRIfoLe  AGAIN!

1llustration by WILLIAM ROTSLER
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8tink of enough proportion to get back to Boggs who withdrew all rights
from the National Fantasy Fan Federation to distribute the aBFKey, That
was the way SFB received the news, through a most reliable source, and
it was upon that information that we ac¢ted., TIT we are wrong, and proof
is shown to us that we are wrong, a complete retraction and gpology will
be forthcoming in these P8EEBssassnsssclief " e

froms ERIC FRAMK RUSSELL (3 Dale Hey,Hoo~ | "Gee, Doris, was

ten, Cheshire, England) it something I
T e S v saidgh
Horace Gold forwarded SFB for which »
kindly deed I am grateful, But I was my=
stified by the mailing wntil I reached
your CITATION, at which point mystifimtion
was replaced by complete dumbfoundment,
This was due to the fact that your :
Jjudgment is opposed to my own., Once upon i %
7

a time I spent a week-end reading my own
yarns, I'll never do it again, A horrible :
experience, There was no way of detere o5 ?
mining how I came to write such an une '

remitting suecession of stinkers or how < P | Ul
any editor in his right mind came to ag=- R D A
cept them or how any story-starved reader l\

found the patience to waste eyesight o n @ 6&

Trouble is that I've never tiomed out cartoon by Su Rosen
a yarn that couldn't have been writtenbe-
tter a decond time over, or better still at a third attempt. In my es-
timation, I have a positive genius for produecing yarns that ought to be
written nineteen times to become what they ought to e,

Pogsibly other writers feel the same way about their own stuff when
they view 1t in retrospect, I wouldn't know about that, not having cone
sulted any of them on the point, Or perhaps some don't care to admit
that they have to hold their noses in the presence of their own work.JBut
I don't see how a man can be frank with others when het's afraid to b e
candid with himself,

During occasional attacks of selfeesteem ~ to which all writers sue
ccumb when their wives stroke their hair with one hand while taking ae

| way the check with the other = I like t o
think T may have had some small influence
on the gstf field, especially in this impore
tant metter of raising writing style from
the juvenile to the adult, But when -t h e
stroking had ended and the che¢k hag vane-
ished, I find myself doubting that I*ve done
a damn thing, UVhereupon I drag the cover
off the typer and start appthgr Epig of the
Year which is doomed to smell like hell in
twelve months® time, :

You boys heave bopped me with a hal o
geven sizes too large, It has slipped down
far enough to burn a2 ring inside my pants,
But the warmth of it is something new and
very pleasant and I do genuinely thank you
for the feel of it,

Now to get through the rest of SFB ' s
thick wad, a redoubtalile vublishing sffort
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that I'm sure will give me an enjoyable time,
Kaneasethayeshool (Try that phonetic phrase on any Manxmsn y o u
meet, There are more of them in Cleveland than in the Isle of Man,)
Cordially yours, Eric Frank Russell

ear E,F,3 I can see that you haven't read SOLEVHIEE A VOICE,IEAR DEVIL
or any one-of the other ten or twelve stories penned by a certain Dunce
n I, Munro,,,0r was it IMaurice Hugieeewhich rank smong my.,and m a ny
[another stfan's,,,personal favorites, DRussell lousy? ShaddUDeseesseshe

from; ROBERT BLOCH (%40 N, Plamkinton, Mimneapolis 3s Minnesota)
Dear "Harlang o=
It is pretty hard for me to write a letter without indulging i n
some miserable attempts at-humor, but I merely
wanted to tell you in my low way that I receive d
and enjoyed the current issue, Yes, and that ine
cludes the photograph on vage l. In keeping with
your poliey of short letters, and your desire for
suggestions,..all I have to suggest is that you
continue to put out issues on a var with this last
ones, .with similar good fiction, I'd furthe r
suggest a wider use of vhotographs if at all pos=
sible, although I know eost and labor of printing
‘em up is pretty prohibitive, liebbe welll get 2
good oldfashioned depression soon and prices will
come down, Right on our heads, I suppose,
Miserably yours, Robert Bloch

il 7.18'!;1\%1.‘(:1onﬁ““ﬁ’“—";“"“r i

!Dear Bobg Something d#ells me you are letting that

bunch of fanzine bencheriders razz you into sonme=

hing of a manic depressive state,

our "miserable humour™ in SIB
i

I wish to Chu I had a lot more o ¥
£ ¢ ont ke it e arashsi

Dear Harlson,

veee50 what if your zine is a bit late every time « you're to b e
commended for consistently putting out a mag of
such high quality,..Let's have none of this bull
about the tally sheet having to be in by Jamuary
28 = it's a little impossible, when I receive the
mag on January 31}..,,Thought this ish was espece-
ially goodsseparticularly poetry such as SON @
FOR STARLIGHT and fiction like Clancy's story,
I'm looking forward to reading Venable's ADVENT,
Sincerely, Bilzl Zufall

ear Bill: Puffepuff, we're trying to catch u p
ith that publishing schedule, and there'll be a
ropping of the dating on the tally sheete=-just
dend it in as soon as you get it, whenever that
ay be, But send é_f; i_t}_’-oaa.o--oucwooao-touooho

froms ART WESLEY (402 Maple Avermue, Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin
Dear he~-

oo -Any feckiess soul who objects to thaot ine
nocuous cartoon on page two should be kicked 1in
the head until dead,.,that is, if the objection
is based purely upon ethicos~moral Erounds, ¢ 4 Axt

by HARWMESS
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Dear Art: I haven't the vaguest.notion what you said, but you seem very
sincere, so I guess I concur with you, IFfll let it-slide, though,,..he

i ke s ) 1 P .
froms THEODORE COGSWELL (918 University Ave, SE, Minneapoliss Ifinn,)
Dear Harlang S i e - !
Belated thanks.for VECTOR, ' COMENTS: ZEditorialsi None, -PLAGUE
. PLANETs Good idea but téo ‘short, As it stands

"'Scuse me, Padner, . |more of & synopsis than'a story, BNFslike the
can y.ou shaw me the |majority of independent fans, ‘I've been reading
wey to SPACE WESTERN | SF since my early teens (in my case sinee 1930),
and: also like. the:majority, all.that I know . abe -
out organized fandom is what I read in the letter
columns of the prozines, On impulse once I sgent
off money for a half a dogen different fanzines I
saw listed someplace or other, Three kept m y
money and didn'ti send me anhythingy as for ¢t h e
three that did come, they were all off on priv-
ate kicks and I didn'®t have the background tn
understand what all the fuss was about so I said
to hell with it.and let it .go at that,

. NOT THAT AGAIN: Agree, But the fault Li.s
meinly that of the editors rather than the write
ers, .In this country you gét what you pay fopr
and at 3/4 cent a word you don't get much, I'm
still in the stage where I write mainly for the
| fun of it, But if I were trying to make my live
ing at it, I'd have to hack at times, At three
| cents a word a writer ocan afford to invest quite:
a bit of:thinking and writing time., At one gent
i de . 2o | he cantt, . Hets got to produce .enough to pay- the
cartoon by GIBSON rent and eat once.in a vhile, The result is that

Trr o .., he knodks out a _certain amount of ocrud onee.in a
while simply because 'it has a ready sale and. he needs the. cash, If Fans
would jump on editors for publishing slop instead of yekking about what
a classic VIRGINS QF VEWUS in the last issue was, they might up -their
rates enough to get some half-way decent stuff, But, ag far as I ' can
tell from the letter columns, enough fans have a taste for slop to make
the publishing of it profitable, Why pay two cents a word wlen you ean
make money only paying one? - Actually, with some markets now paying two
cents, general quality should increase, It works ‘out :bhis way, A wrie
ter naturally has a desire to hit the highest psying markets, I t h e
past there wasn't much of a middle mare A ] A A A A
kets If you didn't hit the top .t wo,
your next sales chance was at a cent g
word, Result was that a writer. would
turn out a story, decide that it wasn't
a Campbell or Gold job, and ship it off
to a low pay market with no attempts- at
polishing, Now with the middle paying
markets open, it seems to me that. write. . ..
ers will be able to put enough- extra -
time into their work to make: a qualitae ..
tive difference, If a story misses the
top two, at least it now has a2  chance
to bring in a fair returne - ' -
LISTEN: Excellent job,.® Criap ang
tight writing, Thanks again, T e
€ar Ted:; and Irom the avthor of, .. dastlR: OO % oF& B :
ear's most outstanding stf yarn, those are indeed kind WOIdS..-AtL&&hﬁJ

-
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