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artwork

THAT BIG BIUE ENTITY front cover ky Richard Bergeron
PIBSCRIPTION FOR NATURALNESS baok gover, a new art style
by Miss Vaughn Burden J
THE SAGA OF SPACE ;s CONSTRUCTION OF THE SHIP frontig-

piece by Bill Venable

Righard Bergeron---~Bill Vensble~e=Juanita R, Wellongee=
Voughn Burden-~=Jack Harness---Rgy Gibsone==Robert Pegm=
trowsky-e=Lawrence Hekelman~«»Rugsell Swansoh===D 2 vi 4
dinglish=~=Joe GibSorre~Arf, WepleymmmBill Dignine-«-~Harle
an Ellison~--Algis Budrys-=wJoel Nydahleeelighael Frogm
ier~==llargaret i, Dominick (DEA)~~emDean A, Grennelleesme
Ralph Rayburn Phillips=~=Ray Nelsonmesand all layouts &
format were done by Harlan Ellison, 80 blame himeeemess
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Mumber ''wos

known rittsburgh author

present the first in a new series of
8lze illustrations depicti
are the work of well-

OSCLENCE TANTASY BULLLYTIHN

autheritative full-
ng The Saga 0f Space ~=-~ these illustrations

and artist SILL VLLADLE,

Lockets Assist Takeoff From Eaith
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SC,ENCE ’ FANTASY BUU_ET,N volume hwo

the GLNIEUS of fandomwe=Something For Everyone! number nne
(oo —lasuen 13

An emateur magazine (T)CtiON PACE

for those Wi enjoy
-8cience ficlion,fne
tasy and a range of
allied subjects; SHB
is a monthly magaze
ine, temporarily on
& Ri-monthly sched=
ule, and ispublished
at 12701 Shaker Hiwd,
Apt, 616,Cleveland,
20, Ohio by - Harlan
Ellison
Opinions expressed,
are not necesamiily
those of the mtaff,
unless so stated
Material submitted
NUST be accompanied
by stamped,gelf=ad=
dressed envelope if
not previously sol-
icited, Material
submitted is done so
at contributors own
risk as no responsa
ability will be asg=
sumed thiough a reg=
gonable amount o f
caution will be ex=
exrted with nss,
1t 1s to be under-
stoofl that all let=
ters submitied are
eligible for publi=
cation uniess sgtated
otherwise thereings
Free subscriptions,
to members of Axmed
Yorces on request,
SEBULLET IN telephone
in Clevelands
SKyline A=8739
Single copys 2 0g
Year's svhscriptions
(12 issues plus SFB
Annual and all other
extras). $2.25
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CWE BUt LuwS BRI the urge to retch when we hear \\,/
- these professional editors bleating about "t h e
:pensational new writer that GLOLYCE SCIENCE 1'IC-
: YION has discovered!" ilowever, atl the same time,
iwe have very litiéle place casting bricks at otli-
iers' editorial houses, since we ourselves a r e

o e

iequally guilty of this nefarious practice, by 5
However, since the spirit so moves us, we VAUGHN :
:feel the necessity of Speaking briefly about a BURDEN

‘nuaber of new faces which have, and will be, pop=~
‘ping up in SEGULLwYIN, “Discoveries® if you wish,
In the past, SCILNCE FANIASY BULLETIN presented the first works,
“both literary, poetical and artistic, of such names as Bill Dignin, :
‘Lomny Lunde, Vaughn Burden, loreen ilane l'alasca, Liobert Kruse, George |
:Olsson, Joe Belotte, Karl Chanz, Lawrence liekelman, Phyllis HMiller, :
:Bob Athearn, Ray Gibson and Thomas I'inn, just to mention a few of the
‘many . Now it would be relatively simple for us to leap to the top :
~of our desk and bellow about the cleverness and berspicacity of t he
editorial staff; about our bringing these young people up from the pit :
-of obscurity, but it would make us more sick than you, so welll confess,
Though it ig our policy to not Just accept or reject the work of
‘& person fresh to the game, but to work with im, if they didn't have :
a great deal of talent, enough to startle the eyes of this particular :
-lout, we would most likely have passed then completely by, Dut,thank :
:the good Lord who watches over all imbeciles, we tripped over th em, :
:and the excellence of their worlk impressed us. Such once-in-a-1if e-
-time finds as loreen Falasca, whose poetry haos been acclaimed. as a su=-
btle blend of Lillay and Lindsay with some new, undefinable "sanething" °
‘added, or Tow ¥inn, whose first short story, PARTS, rated second in a
‘highly=ranked issue, are the type of thing that makes being an editor
~a little easier,,,and a great deal more pleasurable,
: We stated unequivocably when we began SIk that one of our prim- :
ary aiws was the unearthing of new talent, 5¥35 has stuck to that, We -
have brought to light many new talents who are adding immeasurably to
the field, %ake lioreen and 'o.. for instance: lirs, ¥Falasca has been :
contacted by a publishing concern for a numver of her poems to be ine :
cluded in a forthcoming poetry anthology; Tom, on the other hand,with -
1ls second story (coming up in SIB soon), will introduce an entirely :
new concept in science fiction, which is one of the most valuable ger-
vices any newcomer could render, to put it bluntly.
Sut these two folks are not alone. The Tield is bristling with |
hidden talent, Bill Dignin, our new cartoonist, has already placed a :
goodly number of his “"robotical' cartoons in several other amateur :
publicationsy Joe Belotte, the new poet we are calling "The Carl Sand-
burg of the Atomic Age", has come up with three new pieces of stanza £
that are exceptionally innervating, i
Right now the S¥B staff is yery excited about three new people, :
who will soon be seen in these poies, Bill vonnelly (whose initial -
-appearance .is marked by PLAYTIIL. this issue) shows signs of being the
: (concluded on page 8ixteen)
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IThe above is a specially comuisioned caricature, drawn by Jack Harness,
and ordered by tiie worldefazmed expert on speee travel, Mr, Arthur C .
Clarke, JThe above representation was specially prepared under the di-
rection of lr. Clarke, to accompany the awerding of the annual pleague,
the SCIENCE FANTASY BULLETIN CITATION award, presented to Arthur Clarke
by the staff of this magazine at Indian Lake, Ohio during the  Fourth
Annual iidwest Convention, The plaque, to be given each year to the
amateur or professioanl doing the most for the field, was received due
ring the banquet at Indian Lake, and will be given every year hewafter
in a like mamner, For the record of the CITATION, and for iir, Clarke's
cordial reply to the honor, the next page offers much interesteee-—.
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Probably no other person during the
year 1952, hag done so much for the
field of science fiction as Arthur
Cs Clarke, chaimman of the British
Interplanetary Society. Mr, Clarke
who wrote Yilu BXPLORALION OF SPACE, . :
a book-of-the-month selection for a
montir last year, brought to the 8V~ -
erage Auericen (and Dritisher) some
of the basics of space travel, and ,
thereby popularized it, advanecing a - |
much-too~gcoffed-at field, In ad%é- A
~ tion tb this outstanding work, hi s SRR . !
' sclence fiction, such as AGAINSY THE ! VVELVE ySh
: FALL OF WIGHT, has long been making :

. him a string of devotees. Becauge P T it
of this, SKSULLETIN is proud to awe ARTHUR C. CLARKE!
| erd the CILALION plaque for 1953 to _ !
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/private peek to \}
fhe future in s.fb. 50\

A brief statement of the thoroughly packed issue next month should conwe
vince you that the issue for LAY 19563 is definitely not one to miss;

FALCONS OF NARABEDLA by liarion Zimmer Bradley - begins next issue,
with the first section introducing some.of the most fascinating che=
raciers science fiction has ever produced and beginning an ex o tic
20,000 word novel whicih will run for a year in SFB, Art; stagger=
ingly beautiful and intricate illustrations that took Bill Venable
many hours of calculated research, 4 milestone in SF and in SFB!

L SUN Sulliles A MIVDNIGIT by Charles W, iyan =-= g long, long novele
ette concerning a man with a c¢lock that had twenty«FIVE hour divis-
ions, And of a house %hat suddenly became, at midnight, a tangente
ial point for myriad alternate worlds, SIB introduces its great new
fiction discovery, a wide-seller outside the stf field, with a work
that is soft and hard, cold and warm,...,a beautifully wrought piece
of professional work, 10U will acclaim Charles Ryan as we have, It
will be illustrated with two l-page piece “of art by Ward and a
newcomer to olxr pages, gul Powjesland, watelh for It..

e 2
b

S four-part report as handled from the di-
versified viewpoints of Norman -G. Browne, Ian liacAuley, Ken Krueger

and Joln iy begms, Jr. The'Yeporbs are rather lengthy, ' doupletely

engroesing, aid not at all what.you'are'expecting. In point of Fact,

L et T S AT A i Dt G L

we ar®.quite.'certain around Bere that the revorts will'blow "fahdom

............

wide ‘open.e,right down the mlddle, The art will be 'umisual in'that

it will Be dozens and dozens -pf'careful siudies of the fans hy. ' our

-------------
.............

. .
""""""""""""""""
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somewhers, in your next issue, ' will' Bé' lurking some pages. of .. gheer

madness bY..oMr bright new cartoon discovery, Velll 'sgy. no moreysbut

we'll save.a gpecial five-pagh'Spread in tiao following' 'issue for. the
mountains - léetters with favorable comment we know will flood in..,

o NOWBEN KAy WALASCA POLTRY 'JOLIO --- with artisticlsyouts conte.
rived by Elligon and executed|hy Robert Athearn, we Present anoiher:
SMSULLWITW £iTsbl The Sdna Sty .Vincent iiillay of fagdom here rege’..
ales you witd .&.¢0vey of her most intricaie work to {dsbe.

.......
................
llllllllllll

KHOCAING Q1. NOOW DY Honey Wood wea''with the sobering fact that iiarioh
Bradley. is 'leaving the fan raiks for the writing gabe,. We ry % o
salvage ¥ qulr brdken hearts with the promiss. that OUY MIANLEINE. SRt .
oress, idoney Wood, can do an equally adequate job of reviewige the "
currens cropief faenzines---with some gparkling mwadeag that we'll
try on for gize golumn will centiniis +6 be dlustrated; Nelson

O CORPSE FO¥RISEH by Foe Gibson ~-e Joseph follows up THE SILENT
FulN this issue with a further Tevelation about fandom's politics.

lead article next month? oh, nothing much,.., just
Told INSIWW SUOE OF Wils i[ailOLw SHEA HOVILS by ==e-wePLETCHER PRATT
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DIC K C LARKSON:WO'S Crazy? {

: HEKEIMAN
DID YOU XWOW TidAY YOU are crazy? Or, worse vet,
did you know that eyeryone is crazy? !Tis true
-= 1 saw the proof yesterday, All I had to do was extrapolate what I
saw dn my roomuate's book on‘eleuentary psychologys” e

1 was curious, and-one of tliose rare tiiies when I have five mine
utes all to myself had come, so I opened it and started reading, Pret-
ty soon aftery, I quit reading and began to think, Then I Jumped right

o Out of my chair{ I had come to two irrevocable decisions; Tirst,I ws

' hopelessly crazy, Second: eryone is hopelessly crazy. You see, my
extrapolations go this way: If you are happy, you are insane, If you
are unhappy, you are neurotic, If you like sowething you have a man-
lae If you do not like sometiing, you have a phobia, This is horrie
bobble! Not even Eisenhower can explain this thingl

Then I thought some more, Looking at this irrefutable logig,you
suddenly feaxr having manias or phobias, since you are insane if you

" o Dave them, Dut if you are afraid, then you are unhappy, and therefore

© neurotic. But I've just said that you are insane, You CAN'T be both
insane and neurotic over the same thing§ Itfs impossibie, We have an
existing paradox here, But wait a minute == I'm not done yet, Y o u
then have two phobias; maniaphobia (fear of having wanias) and pghobia-
phobia (fear of having phobias), Then we have ANOTHER paradox; h o w
can you be afraid both of liking and dislilking the same thing?

You can't, It's impossible, Yet you do,

2 If you like and dislike the same thing, they cancel each other
out, and you have no opinion of that thing at 11, Fine == but you
have to have opinions of everything;-either you like it or you don't.
And either way, you are insane,

oo far, I have shown two paradoxes, llaving a mania and a phobisa
over the sawe thing is one; tie other is being insane and neurotic at
the same time, But both are possible, and they exist in‘everybody!

lthere is only one solution: you mst have NO opinions at all abe
out anything! That way, you cannqt be crazy, But if you don't have
any opinions, you don't have a mind either, since the human mind cane
not do amything but fornm opinions; there has to be some criterion, So
therefore, if you have no opinions, you have no mind, And if you lmve
no mind, YOU Al uAD!

Then what the hell are you doing here?

“Biex,

-~-=-Dick Clarkson

AT R T T T T i} S RO

NeXy ISSUL

Guest Lditorial by Bexrt Hirschhorn: THE DECLINE
AND FALL OF THE NATIONAL JUANTASY FAN FEDRRARTON



[featured article]

erini RO JUDGE: Fd: HIS TASHLIWOCKY - ‘coltin. 1 the ! SF BULLETIN
Do, 11 '(Vec, 1952), Gregs Gal ins has-been grossly mis-
informed about the activities|of the iwules maittee of

the wleventh wWorld Science Fietion Conventign Committee,

As 1 am not only the chairman|of this Dules Committee,

but also the vhole committee, I should knowlwhat it. has

done and what it blans to @oe .. BBERLEN | )

.........
.......

........................
.........................

tee, asked me to asgume ‘this-job. solely: beganse, having
been exposed to soma'-pm'l-iéméﬁw-f-fe;';iaerienqe -during the

last twenty-odd years, . I am supposed to Know about —rume
ning meetings, Jim @lso ‘asked me to accept other respon-

sabilities for tie ‘Convention, bt tHis T could not d o

because of the pressure of wWopk. . . . oo

.........
........................

----------
................................
.................................
......................

.......................
.....................

........................

......................

.........
.........
..........

..........
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.............
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8 RULES AiD RETALIATION (concluded)

The problem in staging Conventions is not that of awarding victory
to competitor® in sports or games, It is to find people willing to do
the considerable and often onerous work required to put on a conventi-
on, for no reward otiner than the knowledge of having given a lot o T
fellow-fans a good time. If Lir, Calkins did not live so far away, the
Executive Board would be happy to hang some:of these jobs
on him,

lir, Calkins way also have been disturved by ruwmors E}mﬁﬁge
of a proposal to set up a peruanent comitiee for t h e OuT oF
ciwoice of Convention sites, The facts are these: Sever- N sTamrs,
al persons have suggested to the Executive Board tha t So You Hive
such a committee, couposed of representatives of all the AN 1sS0e Mg
unctioning fan~clubs, would be good because it woulld end Efﬁ"‘éﬁ”nr 100

Sr : ; - . ) . Ok
he frantic politicking that now accompanies the choice OTHER Wise!
of sites. The idea seems to us to have merit, and w e
hope by the time the Convention meets to have a proposal
== Or perilgps alternative proposals e« to submit to it.
g LT the meubers of the Convention do not like the idea,we
will not force it upon them, The Board will welcome any suggestions in
this matter,

1f lir, Calkins had written me before rushing into print with his
suspicions, he could have had all tie foregoing information for t h e
asking, without the unpleasant necessity of my worrecting him i public,
-~ THE END -
(the two stamps inserted are Phileon Convention stamps by Russell Swanson)

|department |

z \;N?& JUDGMENT DAY
o 4 4

~ B

Last issue, being mostly a specialty @,
one-tonic magazine, the point scores fFflucte
ated madly and came to rest with the results
a5 follows, liay we caution you that a sheet
only partially filled-out, or done so in an
unconventional manner only served to screw a
scoring up, so PLuASE do it as we indicate.

gi;dmg v, W ATURE AUTHOR POINT SCOIE _
GIBSON _ ) Tront cover Wy e, R e e o e s L
. i, 2) BEHIND GALAKY & LEYOID by I L. GOld. ... ..2.19
:),a,& 3) Read Ay GOOD DooksS Latel¥? sesscecrenesceledd
A (| BB HE 4) ILEX 10 GALAXY SP compiled by Bilisom, .. o.36
?J{\""- e S 5 BUJ.{BLI.NGS by th.e ed-lﬁor. S B0 PP PO OeOLBIOODS .2.40

~y Thu FIZGLRBONL OF ACCUSATION by Elsbers
6) Fou L0 WISLiVILALIOH by Johmmy Tod.s .. 2e753 ]
7) BEYOID (Guest Lditorial) by Paige & G0lde2,83 :

"é““;:‘,!!?}\f:f«” e 4\.:.:':_':.
= Al ST N

I was indeed disheartened by tie point scores, since Dean Grennel's s 3
fabulously ammsing new colwan rated so low, The scoring wag so low I :
feel, because of the clods who did not send in their sheefs and b e -
cauge thoge thataid aianvt fi1T thelry i dongiletely ™ “Crsnwd LIya



RULES AND RETALIATION (contimued) 9

To date tihe Rules Committee has done one thing, It has drawn up a
set of rules for the guidance of the whole Convention Committee and of
the Executive Board of this Coumittee, which does the day-to~day work
of preparing ‘the Convention, These rules, accepted with minor changes
by the Convention Committee, provide that the Convention C cmnmitte e
shall cease to exist when the Convention is over, all bills have been
paid, and all left-over funds and properties have been disposed of,

The lxecutive Board has decided that, before the Convention, I
shall prepare a set of rules for the conduct of the Convention itself,
to be submitted To tlie ‘Convention's members for their approval, It has
also decided that I shall pass upon apolications by fan clubs for spone
sorship of the neéext convention, :

fhe only purpose of screening the bids in this manner is to make
sure that all are bong fide:; that is, that those submitting them a ¢
tually want tiie Convention and are not bidding mexrely for tactical pre-
poses; and that all bids are submitted by real functioning fan organ-
izations, not by irresponsible individuals backed by clubs existing on
paper only., <This authority, like any other, could be abused if I had
any motive for abusing it and, having suchih a motive, were the sort of
person who would, If Mr, Calkins suspects such to be the case, I can
only refer him to the many fans and professionals who have known m e
for years, .

As for g priori exclusion of cities because they discriminate ag-
ainst minorities or suffer from fueds, no such yroposal has been made
to me, much less been approved or adopted, I did not even know that
detroit and San Francisco suffer from fanoidal schizomania until I read
kir, Calkins' column, I think I can sueak for the Ixecutive Board,when
I sgy that, while we have our own opinions in such matters and ghall
vote in accordance with them when thie time comes to choose the nex t
site, we do not think that we have any right or duty to use ouyr authore-
ity as committeemen to influence the iree choice of the Convention,

. Mre Calkins also brings up the matter of professionalidam, implying
that I'might throw the choice of the next site from some base motive of
making the choice "useful" or “gconvenient“ to ne and my fellow-pros,In
the 1irst place tiiere is no way to make the choice of a Convertion site
"useful®, If I consulted my pocketbook only, I should have nothing to
do with fan activity, I should instead stay home typing stories ine
stead of going to meetings and writing articles for fan magazines such
a8 this one, And as for "convenience," my own would call for keeping
the Conventions near the Philadelphia area, where I live, instead o [
sending’ them thousands of miles away.,

In e gdecond place, the distinction between a professional and an
amateur 'is ‘gignificdnt only in competitive games
and sports, where the begt professionals can use
ually ‘begtl 'tite Dest amateurs because they have

had moreé practice, In such S8ase the amateurs are IF THIS SPACE S
justified in steging contests linmited to amateurs, EMETY, Yo HAVe g
go thdt ‘they too can win, Iurthermore a fan is C.g;gﬁg ONE of 4g

not the same as an emateur, “¥an" means fanatic o TouT Ty
or enthusiast, regardless of whether the fan is STAMFS. SoRRY. ...

making noney from the subject of his enthusiasm, ] o
One can therefore be .a fan and a professional at the msame time,
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di eg the text, but art too
al%d'%hg devils.gi'e here.}

~~—=The Tempest , -Act I, Scene II,

This colunn was written without my knowing I was doing ite, It
probably shows it too, However, if we are to believe Harlan's pre-~
dictions, the issue in whicir this is to appeaxr is but . __. .
two days off, Of course all of us have more sen Blees =
than to believe Harlan's predictions, but iiarlan hase -
n't, He thainks he needs this coluun right away a nd
if I don't have it to him soon, he will be on t h e

'phone, weeping and cursing most foully, shocking the
~ hell.out of those nosily listening in, Uhis is a. n

event to be avoided at all casts, So I, never at a

loss, have lifted the following from the middle of a

rather long letter I recently wrote and shall publish

it -heres And if my correspondent wishes to. know where
the middle of his letter isy I shall refer him to this
;. publication (though ordinarily he says he would n o
E.DITOL_{’S NOLE; though I hope this wondt develop into a
¢ontinual chore, I rather fancy the job of introduc =
ing Dave unglish's column, You see, vave is probably
the greatest wit ‘in fandom, mHis humour is a subtle
deep=-rooted thing, and more often than not it will be
oyer your head, As Dave wrote mes “I'd rather please
& Belect winority of the readers of LINT, than conform
nd become dull, just to please the lot," I rather,
in a'detachied sort of wey, envy Dave, lle manages to|
83y Jjust what he wants, in just the way he wants to,
and Damnj those who wish a bit of staid mundaneity, I
puppose anything further is superfluous, but as a top
example of what we've gaid, take thip issuets column,
excerpted bodily from the center of some fan's meil, he
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Bernard sShaw'!s Androcles. A most excellent film, and fantasy too,
if I must call it such- in order -to discuss it with you, (What? Did
you ever see a man waltz with a lion?) It stayed remarkably close
to the play, and where it deviated it was only to take full advane
tage of tie new medium, and not because some liollywood h e -wh ore
thought hiuself a better writer than Shaw, Alan Young was perfect
as androcles, He is, I think, one of tuie top comedians of today.
-}y only regret was tnat this picture was not shown at the State
Theatre, which is currently showing that “3lackhawk" gerial you told
me about, Lhat theatre recently had two fantasy movies in quick
succession, so I was able to catch a couple of chapters. (Unlike
you, I see only fantasy movies, This balances the fact that I read
nothing but non-fantasy.) It is terrific} vie? I thought I'd Jaughy
I particularly enjoy the way the scientist cai set up his radically
new ray in any surroundings and replace its parts from an ordinary
radio supply store, I think he's one of that peculiar American
breed of 'bathroom geniuses! I told you about, and am going towrite -
a satire in which a scientist builds a 'tidal wavé machine! on card
tables set up in his living room, This episode ended with DBlack=-
hawk plumieting sans paracihute from his airplane, Of course,we all
know that his friend, who proceeded with parachute, will maneuver
under him and catch him, bringing him safely to the ground, but I'd
like to see it done, Come to think of it, I have seen it done in a
Don Winslow serial recently showing on tv, 1here is nothing new u-
der the sun, I fear, -=-=3Say, one of the fantasies I mentioned ab- -
ove was "“ihe Cave Man", née ¥1,000,000 BC", which, despite its pal-
eontologically unfortunate juxtaposition of homo saps and dinosaurs,
is a truly great motion picture, Of course the animal herd did not
understand it; a bitch kept up a running commentary, and-I began to
speculate as to whether or not I could kill her without creating a.
scene, I decided against it since she was locked in the ardent em-
brace of a young man whom I had at first teken to be her son,and he
would undoubtedly notice the slaying, ©So I changed my seat and was —
pernitted to enjoy the picture for another five minutes untile—But
why should I try to set this downj Dante has already told it so much
better, ==—Anyway, it was an excellent filu, and the scenes invol=-
ving prehistoric beasties were terrific, This because they used
closeup shots of presenteday reptiles instead of crude mechanical
contraptions, as in “Unknown Island%, ===Up above I began one o f

/'Oarﬂﬂaé ¢
of tde columnist
Conyurcng

& Shake

out of his delly-butteon
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ny tirades against the damn~fool human r a ce ’ @0
then piously decided to leave them to Dante, I .
wish I could remain true to my good resolutions,
but once more I feel drawn to recount some o f SR

my hideous experiences, New horrors, new hor=-
rors. Of course you realize that those who ate
tend these ¥riday evening shows are not guite
human, As a wmatter of fact, no human being is
quite human, for know thai humaness is an ideale
ization, like the “normalness® of the psycholow
gists., "All the world be cueer but thee and ne,
and sometimes I think thee be a little gueer "
——There is a man in this town who is alloved
by his wife to see only movies concerning God
d/or animals, We do not go to the same mov-
ies, so I have never seen hiu, but I have bheen
@ | told about him, He is legendary. I have seen
people at that theatre, with six fingers on each
hand, Yes} And there is an ugly fool comes e=
very Friday night and kneels in a front row
seat staring back at the audience, Or is he a
fool? He, perhaps, knows where the real show
is, Ly

God, the hae
ror of it =i}
Is it any
 wonder I wake
up screamning,
Oh, you can
laugh and sy
I have no reason for this re a c=
tion, but =~~~ have you ¢ v g I
thought of what I may not have
written? -1 see that FALOUS
FANPASYIC 1LYSLLRIES has reprinted
Kafka's 1ILTAIORP:IOSIS, Have you
ever read it? Ordinarily such a
hyperbole would be nmerely ludice
rous, but in Kafka's hands it be=-
comes something "infinitely s ad
and terrible.® —~=Also in that
issue, a fine Robert E, Howard
reprint, ~mAs for Orson Do gg

Show 'm mot

Ot to gossip,
b'Jtv¢\" =

.........................

......................................

...................................

--------

..........................

.........................
..........................

.........................
.........................

:i..onipd Snipf Snipl Snipt -
it I work ab my collection. '
sannnnnhiiinnIt tsn't stamps, it isn't ooind
Dreriiiniiiiiiiiniein. kgt hobby!'s vivisecotion, -1-

------------------------------------
------------------------------------------
...........................................
....................
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sparkling & witty,.
well!

group,
such place,
what went on iu the back-rooms
gnd wiy Philly won the '53 Co
o \LL‘-LIIIM. coes . : " -
And they've kept silent--for good reason, If they opened
yaps even once, they'd stick their necks right into a Nyork fan-fued!
It all started in Nyork., That tovm's had a fan-fued that'!s
Or maybe it isn't exactly a fued--maybe itts
Anyway, tiere is One Guy in Iyork;
One Guy, talked to him, and he seems like
have told me they cant
him, and want absolute

going on for yeasns,
plorable .situation,

the Chicon to make a Nyor

: vear Harlan,

Tl SILLNT FEN by Joe Gibson (ocontinued)

Harlan, bhoys

Yeai,

know=-you wanted a spaceyarn for SFB,
Only I don'i feel like no spaceyarn.
I have just read the last ish of SFuLl . Degides, blackmail will
get you nowiere=-~there's a long line walting, .

13

Something g a y.
I'm n ot

So herewith is the peculiar tale of the suwattering of actifans who

can, and shall, be called The Silent Fen,
Last fram Nyork to ¥Jlorida or somee
LSut they're the ijysterious Characters who know ex a ¢ tly
.at the Chicon, last year!
nsite! They know WHY there is now g RULES

fhey're scattered thru tne

- And it started when

y THE EDITORYS PRIVATE HAIL « e
e

<4 Kensington aAve, ;
Jersey City 4, ¥ J.
26 April 19535

evel nNoted the mention of Calkins! '
article, wiich I've heard about ;
but haven't read, And I saw that .
de Camp's reply was due in t he:
nextish--naturally, I haven!t Tread:
that, eitier,

And I got to thinking,About the :
backeroom deal at the Chicon, and
why there wgs a back-room deal,A- .
bout the guys who pulled ity and:
why they haven't told about it, And !
about the confusion that seeus to

ing to caupare what de Camp
about his itules, and what I

But damait, YOU decide, Yours,

Joe  (UBAR JO®: HuIL,

st

have resulted, thruout fa ndom
- since then, ' '
There's no question butthat I'm:"
: sticking my neck out, here,’
:1s gomna hate me=--and you, % o0 o :
probably, if you priht this thing, :

But it'll »robably bve interest~ :
says
''v e
told here asbout the things which i
:led up to those Rules,
: seems a little backsround material
:might clear up a lot of smoke,

Anyway it @
! eral disturbing facts,

MY MECL IS
- A LOT LONGu.t THAN YOURS, LET'S GO)

ihey're no specific fane

‘They know how

their

been
a de-
I've met this

a nice guy, But East feaens

t get along with hiw, don't trust him,dontt like
ly nothing to do witii him}

word got around that this
k bid for the '53 Consite,.

One Guy was going to

At Tirst, they énly thot it
was good for a laugh, Everybody
thot Frisco would win, They were
8till arguing the principles of
Iriscols case~-and I haven!t seen
these arguments presented a ny=
where, so here they are: (A)it's
true that most Cons have heen
held in the Tast, -and only a few
in the i/est-=-(B) it's e qu ally
true true that there are as many
fans \jest as East--but (C)there's
one little catch to that: a 1lot
of the Cons held in thellast were
Drewaxr, and fandom did not have
an equal Bast-West distribution
until ter W2, So, it w a s
said, you had to figure t hi s
BEast=i/est thing from ww2 on, not
from the time Cons first started,
And they figured it from WWe,got
all kinds of results, and went
right on arguing, Personally, I
didn't care who won, but at first
I admired Frisco's efforts, s o
much so that I was deeply disape
pointed at Frisco's lack of ef-
fort at the Chicon,

Anywey, the motley fen poured
in and the Chicon got under way
seeand o few quiet actifans,rceme
ing around, began to learn sevs=

When they

-8ot together and began D ooling

these faots, they bsgan to get
worried,
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First, there were over 1,000 fen at the Chicon--and many of them
were neofen from the Chicago area snd the Liast, who knew little or no~
thing about active fandom., <Ghere were one helluva lot of these neofen
too~=1 heard some estimates that they outnumbered the actifans by a
considerable margin., DBut even with a congervative estimate, it seemed
obvious that these neofen would certainly influence the vote for the
153 Consite,

second, tie Chicon proved ithat a good, active fan-group (with out-
side support) was necessary to put on a 1,000«fan Con, Any faults in
-the Chicon could be attributed to the fact that the Chi fans " we r e
caught by surprise by the large attendance, It wasn't like the o 1 d
daze, with 300e0r-gso fans showing up for a Cons..any 2 or 3 €go=booSt=
€rs could put on a Con, then, and often did, But future Cons would need
to be put on by large, active fanclubs or groups,

And third, those neofen knew absolutely nothing about Frisco's ef-
forts to get the '53 Cone-and +risco was doing nothing about itl They
didn't do anmything to spread the word for their Cause among these neo-
fen, The result was that almost every neofan cuestioned said he'd rae
ther vote for an Eastern site, so he'd have a shorter trip to make,
There they were, so many of 'ew that they'd surely influence the total
vote, and the irisco fen just seemed to ignore them! So it looked ve=
ry much like k'risco had lost, even beforeé the voting had begun, Like
it or not, there it was,

And fourth, a surprising number of these neofen seemed to think
NEW YORK would make a good choicel After Chicago, Iyork! Yesghe-~TIEY
thot it was logicall

And so, there gathered the Silent Fen,,,.actifans who knew the Ny=
ork fan ®ituation, ‘They believed that if the neofen started a votee
trend toward Lyork, they just might put it across--and the One Guyts
bid would win, Then this One Guy would have to put on the '53 (C o n,
which would give him the ego=booc he wanted--but the other Bastern fen
wouldn't help him, They'd want nothing to do with it, And when h e
failed, he'd blame his eneuwies, Actually, it would be the '53 Con that
failed,

But nobody went around collaring neofen, explaining the Ivork si-
tuation to tuem, That would probably have exploded the ifyork fane-fued
right in the middle of the Chicon, after wilch everything would've been
fouled ups durthermore, with Irisco ignoring the neofen, it seamed that
sowe Eastern site would wine-so which site could handle a 1,000=fan Cor?

So the Silent Fen went to the Philly gang and told them they were
going to get the '53 Con, They were that sure of it, The Philly gang
took alwost an hour to get over the shock,

Liverybody who was there knows the rest, The Silent Fen cornered
certain members of various iuastern fanclubs, \hen the bidding started,
two Wyork groups got up and made bids, Then, at the last minute, one
group.foldedm=and threw its support to Philly,

Ifhe moment that happened, anyone who wasn't asleep or drunk reale
ized that all was not sweetness & light around Fyork, And that!s all
that was done, It's all that had to be’done, That one move focused
everyone'!s attention--particularly the neofen!sw=on Philly,

The Silent Fen could have been wrong==there might not have been
enough neofen who cared to vote, to have as mmch effect as they antice
ipated, If that were true, then the Nyork switchebid wouldn't have
wade any difference on the final'outcom;. As 1t was, this probably won
the Con for Philly,

And the khilly fans have been mulling' it over, ever since.

For one thing, you have a 1,000-fan Con at stake—-yet any fan and



Tl SILENT ¥ulN by Joe Gibson (concluded) 15

his half=-cousin,can get up and bid for: that Con., : He can claim he's
able to put on & Con, and nobody has time to check up on him, He can
reel off a list of fanclubs, claiming their support=-and few can tell
whether they're active fanclubs, or merely “correspondence clubsh g few
youngfen started (and ¢ropped), or if any suchh fanclubs ever existed,
Ayone can claim anything-~and get away witn it} '

Previously, they;didn't have to’ be checked on, Fandom was small
enough, then, so that’ fans knew practiéally everything that went on.
But present~day fandem i8 too large for that, and the neofen show up,
knowing nothing whatever, - So maybe we reed a few rules on this,

Furtiemore, the Chicon proved-~gnd the Fhilly gang was learning--
that a 1,000«fan 'Con is a rough job, even for an active group with ate
side support, On of the toughea$ things is.to get a workable set-up
Just to plan and ar¥range the Con, ljonths can be wasted, using triale
and-error methods, trying to get that set=-up, ;

So why couldn'’t there be a set of rules, saying a group shauld fom
certain comuittees and so forth, so they could start out with a good
set=up and proceed to plan and errenge their Con? Then those rules
could be passed on, each year, to the next group picked to put on the

@ Con, It would simply be a blueprint for putting on Cons,y,nothing more,
Hut it would have to be presented to the fans at a Con, of course, and
voted on by them, They were the ones to decide, j

These are the sort' of discubsions that went on, last Noyvemn ben
when the Philly fans decided to form a Rules Committee, I ct that
theytd like to avoid, if possible, the kind of things that ha®¥hened at
the Chicon,.. Lhey -want to put on a good Con, this year--eand th eytd

_ Just as soon INOT have any Silent Fen making backeroom deals on the
~premisesl . . ; i : +

For that wetter, I suspect the Silent Fen would rather not have to
bother with it, again, eithery- They'd rather remain silent, And they
can hardly ve blamed, .when anyehing they said could only lead back to
that Iyork fan-fued, They*d have gotten theuselves involved in it,when
all they cared about was for the '53 Con to 60 to somebody who could
probably handle the job, - And with ¥risco ignoring the neofen,it seemed
more and more certain thate%% Egs%e’z‘n site would win,

-~ But apparently, the p

fandom hasn't even suspected that ' ;

these things were going on, I scems e MORE OF THE EDITORYS MAILT, -y

that all many fans saw in it was |

that somebody pulled some kind of. ; . 24 Kensington Ave, -

back=room deal at the Chicon which: -E . Jersey City_4, NJ:
how ruined Frisco's chances., | Dear Harlan, 27 April 1953:

and then, when the Philly g a n g i :

brought out their sules Committee, : I been thinking, again,.. :

it looked like they were trying to : And some of the things I said:

add insult to injury, : in that SILEUT FEN thing wou l d:

So this is how it happened. : probably make the Frisco fen boils!

This is how it started in Nyork, : ing mad. So elright, I'm mad at!
came Lo a head at the Chicon, got : themi ;
deflected to Fhilly, and ended up - ButIbetterexplainwhyeeeee :
in a Rules Committee., Here's 6 the :  So here's another blarsted arte:
whole storye=at least as much ofit  iclegesqesl loudly suggest that,:
a8 I know=-and the reasons W H Y ! when you run THE SILENT FEN arte:
things have turned out as they dide +i.icle, you insert a note saying it:
And this is the last _anyone | will be followed up nextish with:
will have to hear, I hope, of 'The -: another Gibson, called NO CORPSE:
Silent ¥en., v FOR FRISCO, That'll maybe ke e P:
o " ==sJoe Gibson~ | Yem off uy aeck until I get nmy:

stand explained, Okay? Joe. ;'

: (BEAR JQi: NOTE INSERTED, 0K} he):

L P I P R o ahih
S

NEXY ISSUE§ " WO CORPSE FOR FRISCO!
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PUBLISHHER JOHN RAYMOND;

who pulled the cheagpest publicity
stunt of the month by running, in
the new "pocket-size news magazine®
he . piube, entitled HE, an article
on science fiction wherein he op=
enly calls his four science-fante
agy publications the leaders i n
| the field; wherein he calls the publisher of
' his magazines, John Raymond, the outstanding
- pubber in the field, and blatantly dotes on
' only one set of SF periodicalg--his own, e
. even runs pix of the covers of his mags, but
- tells no one that Re is eUBAY ' of all four!

Science Fantasy Bulletin . R{Eﬂmmmng 5

THE WORLY VELL LOST by Theodore STUrgeone s, JUNIVERSE SF..June 1953
THE CASTAVAY Dy HUrray Leinstels....ee.... o0+ sUNIVERSE SF..June 1953
TdE ROLLER COASTER by Alfred Bester........ « o FANTASTIC, JMay=June 1953 ™
HARDLY WORLH LENTIONING by Chad Oliver...... o FAWTASTIC, .ligy=-June 1953
l!i_—-E GQT ‘l_."'-"-l.lOJ.i‘.ﬁ by Gordon J)eWWQ Saevsce .AIJ:AZIN-G‘ STORIES. -June-July 1953
HBADS YOU WIN by fisther Carlson,.IAGAZIIE OF FANTASY & SF..April 1953
YOUNG=L AN VI THe SKULL= ATeHISeEAR by Levi Crow. AG OF F & SF, Jigy 1953
LOT by Ward 1ioore.. MAGAZIN: OF FANTASY AlD SCIELNCE FICTION, ,liay 1953
CUE FOR QUIET (parts 1 and 2) by 7,L. Sherred,SPACE SF,.Jigy=July 1953
POWER METAL by S.J. Byrne (parts 3 b OTHER WORLDS, sliaye=June-July 1953
T COLw, CCLy GRAVE by 7,P, Caravalie s .seees0eeOTHER WORLDS, Jligy 1953 -
IN HOKA SIGNO VINCES by Anderson and Dickson, . OTHER WORLDS,.June 1953
SEV.LNTH VICTI by Robert Sheckley. .GALAXY SCLuICE FICTION, .April 1953
(concluded page nineteen)

EDITORIAL;: Magellan Complexes (concluded from page 1)

freshest new author in fandom in years, Gail Sprague, a young artist
from Vausau, Wisconsin who has an umsually original approach to stf
art, and Charles W, Hyan, a gentleman who has sold professionally aute
side the s-f field and is now breaking into science fiction with some
exceedingly well-done stories, the first of which appears next month
under the title. Tik SUN SuIMNLS AY MIDNIGHT (and later this year S F3B
will bring you a 25,000 word novel by Ryan wita the most original so-
ciological concept introduced in SF in the last three yearsli),

You'll pardon us if we pat our own backs, but we're so overjoyved
to see one of our promiseg comlng true; that of presenting loads o f
new talent, In fact, we won'i pat our baciks, we'll let you do it.

SFB has a purpose, as you can see, Periaps some other fan pube=
lications who think their only reason for existence is laughs, should
take the advent of these new Big Names as a keynote, There should be
more places for the newcomer to make an appearance, If SFB alone can
do this much, think of what a gold-mine the field would be if e ach
fanzine set out on its own to be a small-time ColumbusS, seesessssana




space opera satire
short story

written and
illustrated by
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ITTS NOT ALWAY INCESSARY TO

WORRY ABOUT THE DANGERNTNAT 18\NOW

! THERE--~IN FACT, THERE'S MRRY DAUGER
/IN LOOKING FOR THE TROUBLE ThAF IS NO-
[LRE! SORT OF A CASE OF THE LITYLE MEN

WHO WEREN'T THWRE., THAT IS, THEY WERE...
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EROLOGUE

"The Siberia of the Spage Patrol---that's what .they call the Depart-
wment Of Ga.lg.ctlc Survey, - Officers amd Patrolmen alike live their days
out in consiant dread of a day when reeassigmuent orders will arrive

and they, too, must say farewell to their loved ones and ship out for
the longest, dullest cruises taken by men,

Literally, it's a DOGS life,

this, then, is thé _.ator:;r of the bored, ﬁnerrvied'di'udgea who roam th e
Galaxy 111§e the Flying Dutchlmen of Yofee=-=of their lives, their struge
gles, their ce-a.seless,: constant, ever-lasting complaining,complaining,
complaining, complaining,....read on, gentle readere....

* % #

Boredom was king on the sSurvey Ship 4nubig and the wan Ennui,move
ing on footsore feet, was his consort,

Five Terran years before, the Anubis had blasted away from t h e
frosty globe of Titania, fourth moon of Urams and Prime Base of the
Department Of Galactic Survey,

. Now it wase-naturally--five years later and the Anubis® pr ow,
pocked by countless collisions with intersteller flotsam, sniffed am~
ong stars which were faint traces on plates from the strongest teles-
copes back in the big observaiories on Terrats Luna,

They hadn't touched a planet
in five years, for their mission
was to keep an eye welle-peeled for
intersteller vessels of other cul-
tures, ©So far, they hadn't seen
one, DBusiness was slow,

They were fedeupe-=fedeup with
the set=up,

Goshwell beat his head against
the wall, He always beat it at the
_ Bame place and, in five years, he
had suocceeded in wearing the paint
away in that spot. He was proudof
this,

Captain Gayn Krusnett spoke,
sharply.

\ "Goshwell, for mercy's sake,
, 8top beating your ruttin' head on
that wallg®

Goshwell looked sheepish,wiped
a few snears of bloody scalp away
with his red bandanna handkerchief

& and shanbled away, Ie always shome
bled, did Goshwell, which is why

A& : o they hated him, But they hated eve

erybody else, too, for one reason

GAYN KRUSNETT' or another,

) "Cep'n Krusnett, sir, I wamna

| - nicecreamconed® It was little

CAPTAle SP/DOC'S Ocelot lMoBrochle, sixty-three pounds
of ning~year-old, runny-nosed,rag~




-

IT*'S

py=vo
Brat,

29 GOOGOL PAHSECS TO TIPPERARY (continued) 19

iced, weasel«faced Problem Child, Sixty~three pounds of Utte r

What's that? You say a nine-year old child has no Place on a Ga-

lactic Patrol Vessel? You're S0 right, and the crew of the Anubis ag-

Iees

with you to a man, _
Ocelot has suuggled herself aboard, a brattish four~-year=old a t

the time, thinking it was an excursidn vessel wiich was going to take
a load of youngsters to Terra to see g Hoparound Casserole TV=cast,She

hadnt

t made her appearance until they were into duperdrive and loafing

along at a liesurely trillion parsecs an hour, By then, it wagibolate
to turn back and they had taken her along as the only alternative,

Mumerous crewmen had suggested another alternative for disposing

of the obstreperous moppet, such as dropping her into the fuel-bins or
expelling her through one of the space~torpedo tubes, So far,there

hadnt

t been enough of g majority to take any pesitive action,
Gayn was about to kick her across the bridge with a welleplaced

space-boot when something tripped the alarms,

The designers of a Galactic Survey Vessel take no chances on a2 n

alarm going unnoticed, When a foreign object wanders into the f g ra
flung fudar nets, the autowatch sets off stimmli for every sense th e

body

posesses, .
Lights flash, horns blow, sirens keen, tanks of compressed hydroe

gen sulphide are released into the air-ducts, every metal object in the

ship

is ionized and sparks Jump to unwary parts of the anatomy,
A slgutingmalarm is a difficult thing to ignore,
Forgotten in a trice were the fueds and animosities between the

- men as they rushed to the fudar room and pPleaded with von Schnorken, the
fudarman for news. They cluaped about the fudarscope, lacklustre eyes
brightening, slack jaws rising, chatoyant scintillae of renascent ine

telli

gence flickering across their faces like heat lightning of a sunm-

mer mgh.t ™

One of them, Bufferdisk the Gunner's liate, even held Ocelot onhis

shoulder so she could gee better,

von Sehnerken hunched, teutonic, phlegmatic, over the taped data

as it surged forth from the machine, He peered, myopic, through thick
fMcontact lensés which had won him the nickneme of "dag BEI". from the

rest

of the crew., Finally he removed pPipe from mouth and spoke,
"Ach jam=ein schipp she iss, Loogks like a maybe passengex liner,

SCIENCE FANIASY BULLETIN'S Story Recommendations (concluded from 16)

UkﬁggJY_TO WEAR by Kurt Vonnegut,Jr, . GALAXY 5CIuiiCh FICTION, ,April 1953
JUhﬁgaﬂﬁ By Clifford b, SiMake s e co s 0 oo 0 GALAKY SCILNCE FICTION, .iigy 1953
COfONXﬂby Philip K, DiCKe seasneosanessGALLT SCILNCE FICTION..June 1953
§QLQ;ER.BQ¥ Vy Liichael SHaaTae s s 0 s GALAKY SCILMCE-FICTION..July 1953
5g4nm_§LIh# by Jerome Bixby and Joe I, Dean,.,BEYOND FANTASY, JJuly 1953
rum MEQDING by Richard IHatheson,...,..BEYOLD FANTAHSY FICTION}.July 1953
ulSSION OF GiiaVITY (parts 1-4) by Hal Clenent,..ASTOUIDING SCILYCE FICe

TIOM}.April-Hay-June-July 1953

SETTLE TO0 0Ll by Charles uye and April amith, , ASTOUNDING SFe e APril 1953
THE ANT AND THE EYE by Chad OlivVereseeesansses ASTOUIDING Sl'e o April 1953

“"eoolD a SLAR TO STUER HiR BYY by Lee Correy,, ASTOUNDING SF..June 1953

JUPITJ-'-‘R FIVE by Arthur C, Clarkeg--..--u....IF: Worlds Of ST oLl 1953

SJA]."J:B.AK by Jack Va.nce.....-....IFS '\'Jol‘lds of Sc-lence Fiction|:Jui§ 1953

HIGHTHMARE PLANET by Murray Leinster,.,...SCTI..Cn FICTION PLUS,.June 1953

SPACEBRED GEDIERATIOHS by CliffO]:(_i_ -D. Slmakoo teen el PI.US. -Aug‘ust 1953

THE DUPLICALED MAN by James Bligh & lichael Sherman...BIHMJIC..Au§ 1953
L3 |

(we won't choose a "best story, since it would be a 15-way +i
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She is called the Xrugbfly out of Uumtankomurao for Gilpherattz
midt 2 load of passenchurs z a cargo of urrgack, Her Captain's name
iss Ynsk Guerpl, her,.," s ) :

"What's 'urrgaok!'?% eight crewmen interrupted in chorus..

von Scuanorken backtracked down the tape, which was Piling up - are
ound him like a Laocoonian serpent, ; -

"It doesn'dt say." he announced, -

"Gee, I hope maybe jheygotta nicecreamdone} ¥ squeaked little Miss
licBroghle, wiping her .sticky fingers on Bufferdisk's hair, -

; o g ¥y I *

Krusnett looked through the duroplas.of his headpiece at the othe
er mewbers of the b'c_aardihg-party, cluwasy and monstrous in their boarde
ing suits ahd space-armor, . Hig steely=grey eyes glinted at them 1like
arc~lights on a counterfeit dime, His wellechiseled nose twitched like
a Terran rabbittge~it was itching and he could no longer scrateh it,
Through the intersuit amunciator, his voice sounded thin, forlorn and
scratchy, like a tomcat in a well,

“liene=now listen, wene-I Sayy quiet back there! This.is impartant,
this is very iwportant, We are the first vessel in the history of the
Uepartment Of Galactic Survey to actually sight an alien ship! Why,we
may even find something on the ship that we will have to take back t.o
Terral That means I will be appointing g prize crew if this is t h e
cass, bBear this in mind and be on your best behavior, Are you ready
up there? Very well, Let's go, meni® , A :

The last of the air hissed out -of, the boardingelock with a diemal
squish, unheard in the vacuum, The 8gllye=port swung open.-on hinge s
little-used., 1Iue men filed out to meet. the passengereliner, led b y
their peerless, fearless Captain, who brought up the rear,

The Xrugbflytxkk hung in space, like a gargantuan sardine, firmly
held by“the invisible liassey-Harris tractor beams of the bis, T he
men caught the boarding line that had- been made fast to the liner and
swung across, nandeover-hand, ;

They gathered around the entrance of the other ship like terriers
about a rathole, and Krusnett made his way to the fore and banged upon
the lock withh the butt of his liontgomery,

“I sgy in there--open in the name of the Space Patroll® he bawled.
The amplified bray in -tle intersuit phones was enough to split an ear-
drum, but the fine theatrical effect of his words was marred by t h e
fact that his suit shot backwards, impelled by Newton's remors eless
law, and he hung, drifting slowly, halfway back to the Anubis,

"luenl You men up there!“ he shouted, “Soumebody come and get mel"

Bunquill and Scaterson shoved off from the. liner's deadeblack flmnk
and, impelled by short bursts from their liontgomerys, went to their ine
trepid leader's rescue, As they came back, liontgomerys blasting - i n
purplish staccato, Krusnett sized up the situation with a steely glance
and snapped an order, crisply, -

- "Blast her open!" he snapped orisply,

Bunqguill fumbled at the adjustment of his Ilontgomery with fingers
made clumsy by the heavy 8pacee=gloves of his space=suit, Finally kL e
got the weapon adjusted for ninimun power, Carefully, he sighted it at
the lock of the Lrugbflytxkk and touched the. trigger for a quick burst.

Great chunks of praseodymium obdurate yaporized and sloughed away.
A gaping rent appeared in the side of the liner, A blast of the ship's
alry ' quickly stopped by automatic .aneroid valves, blew the  boarding-
party awey like a chargé of birdshot, tumbling grotesquely, like ‘a
troupe of Phoebean ballerinas, Finally, they made their outtering wy
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back to the hole in the hull and entered, weapong at the ready,

They managed to work the action of the inner airlock and tested
the ship's air, It was breathable, after a fashion, They trooped up
corridors and down companionways like a rack of lost doge in a me a te
heouse, TFinally Blenkinsop, the little cockney commodore of the cammode,
made the observation; ' '

"Slimey, toffs, there eyen't a bloody soul on the whole bloody
hulk, there eyen't, She's desertéd, she i1s, A bloody space=derelict,
a hoodoao, a flyin! dutchman, she's faunted, that's wot she is| Oi'm
gettin' ‘out of fere, that's what oi am, Get outer me bloody wayj"

He led a pelle-mell retreat for the point of entry, The rest o g
the crew followed, treading on each otherts spage~booted heels, They
thundered around the turn in the corridor like a pack of also-rans at
Hialeah and brought up Sharply at the sight of their beloved leader,
standing beside the entrance with & glint of hellfire in his steelye
blue eyes and a liontgomery in each space~mittened hand,

- He made the speech dictated by time-hallowed convention,

“What is the meaning of thig?" he snapped, crisply,

~ “They're gone, Cap'n, Sir}®

"Plumb vamoosed, Skippexrg"

"Just faded away entire, Siriv

“Like a bunch of old soldiers, Suhf"

Krusnett closed his steely-green eyes in thought, A crewman tried
to slip past him, Absently, Gayn blasted him in his tracks, His brain
churned feverishly, like a Jeep stuck in wet clay, Somebody hiccuped
nervously over the intersuit Yphones; another belched=e=and over intere

™ coms, this has to be heard to be appreciated, KXrusnett's steely~brown
eyes took on a look of sudden decidion,

"Let's gp look at the Engine=Room, " he cracked, "Lead the way and
follow me," They made their vway aft and the Drive Techs checked t he
colossal diesels* which drove the great liner,

“They'll spill work, Sir}“iian- '
dershyde touched a 8pace=glove t o
his space-helumet in salute,

~ "Eixcellent]" snapped Krusnett,
his steely-violet eyes 8linting, %I
will appoint volunteers to take it
back to Terra, Sound off when I
call your names---Frisquel"

"Here, Siri" ,

“Slenkingop}

".Ere, Eor!ll

"Abernathy=- (Herer-re, Siramr} L
Kingamnon--(lerel), Zwilnike(Here),
O'Hannshan=--(liere I be, Cap'ny ),
Wells--(Hyeah, Suhl), Grennelle-
(Heresir}), and so0 oNe.,...Krusnett
told ghe men off, now and then sene
ding back to tae Anubig for someone
to fill a job beyond the capabilite
ies of any member of the boarding
paxiy, . - :

Soon they were lined up in the
crew!s reg-room of the Anubis, eyes
glued to the quartz of the. Spaces

* g0 wha‘t?
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port, watching the Xrugbflyixkk vanish through the dim starshine,bound

for distant lerra. Bunquill was Swearing in a bitter monotone because
Kincannon, tiie ship's dentist, had been picked for the trip and h a d
left owing him seventy-eight credits lost over the chess table,

The break in the monotory had helped. It was a full two weeks be-
fore business got back to anytiling like normal in the Amubis! dispene
sary, with split skulls to patch and broken noses to knead back into
shape, Tempers began grating and infleming as before,

Bufferdisk had just come to see the Captain about a damaged trave
erse-gear in the ventral batteries and was leaiiing on the desk (nuch
to Krusnett's disgust) when suddenly, in the wmiddle of a sentence, his
voice died out and he becanme translucent, then transparent and disap=
peared from sight, Gayn was so startled that his jaws snapped shu t
end crushed the stem of his pipe, ’

Spitting chunks of bakelite, he summoned the ship's medical offi=-
cer, Dr, Berndt, [

"Doc, " snapped Krusnpett, liuply, "I can't understand it, One mine
ute Bufferdisk was 5tanding there, just as solid as you are nowe T h e
next instant, he-=he--he=-just faded away!" :

Jr, Berndt sniffed absently at Irusnett's breath, grimaced, a n d
took his pulse, His expression was one of polite skepticism,

“"Captain, I've warned you about those little experiments in Zyne=
turgy that you conduct. Ley off that stulff, it'11l kill you,"

Lrusnett's steely-pink eyes glinted truoulently,

"I didn't bring you up here to listen to listen to any unprintable
insubordination out of you, I tell you, Bufferdisk faded out of sight
and vanished, right before my eyestu

The woctor peered into the eyes in question and made a little moud
of distaste: "Have you had them checked lately?" he asked.

Krusnett sputtered like the fuse of. a hand=grenade,

"Damett¥, Berndtl--I'm asking you==is tuere any disease you know
of that makes a victim just up and vanish like thato®

Joctor Berndt gasped with a noise like the last 8ip through + he
straw in a ohocolate-malt, Iis jaw dropped and a horrified look came
to his brassy=yellow eyes, W“OHIM" he said, "“Oh, mercy-me! Can it b e?
No==it can't be} IT CAN'T BE, I YELL YQU!®

“Can't be wot?% queried Krusnett, crisply, alarmed et Derndt's die
gt emOt;ion' intanzibilia ttle-l irus T alphtiu, th

WEphemeritis int ibiligeea little-known virus from II phthu, the
dark cagganion ol Algol--the most dreaded disease in the entire unive
erse, That ship must have been contaminated] And we've sent the deade
1y thing back to Terral" With an inarticulate sob, the medic f£1 u s
hiwself on Gayn's neck and sobbed as if his heart would brezk,

With a vicious curse, irusnett brained the moaning physician with
an osuium paperweight from his desk and barked, flaccidly, into +t+ h e
ship's public address system, "All hands assemble in the main auditore
ium for an important message from the Captain}®

* %* *

"sesand that, gentlemen, is the story. Iortunately, we needn'tbe
alarmed about the danger to Terra's teeming billions, The crew will be
gone, long before they get there, and with Grennell navigating.they‘}l
miss the Solar System by a passel of parsecs, Our primary concern, is
for ourselves, We have all been exvosed to the virus by now., 7ThiSe:.
EaNBesese Weeesasse U

Krusneti's crisp voice trailed off and vanished. So, for tha t
matter, did Captain Ggyn Krusnett, Space Fatrol, Dept, Of Galac. Surv.

“Does this mean I'll never getta nicecreaucone?" Ocelot. IicBrochle
asked of nobedy in particular, THE EXND

¥ from Heshiell Demmett, famed writer of 20TH GEntuly Corpae-onsres.
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A new organization was born, and its founders had no idea of
- its fate-to-be., Here, then, is a narrative of the general
pattern it followed in the year following its conception in

- late 1951,

o

%8

IT HEAD;
B ‘eesl Delieve that the 'saucers' come from unknown sources, a n 4
fonly the amyy knows what they are,,." Ronnie Poland

It was in a weekly events paper, "The Aumerican Observer, %, ,..r e~
quired reading for social studies students at the school the interested
boy attended, This was the chance he had wvanted,

Writing to this Ronnie Poland, the boy proposed that the two coop-
erate in the formation of an organization for the study of “flying
saucers." At the time they knew of no other such organizations,

After intexrmittent periods of correspondence, the boy who made the

Moriginal proposal initiated the formation of a local branch of - t h e
slowly shaping group tiley called the ExtramsTerrestrial Research Organe-
ization, EYRO.: On the cold, snowy morning of Foveuber 18; 1951,a growp
of eight beople, practically sirangers, net in Lakewood, Ohio, .2 sube
urb of Cleveland, %o decide on basic policies for the newly-tformed or-

ganization,
The eight soon discovered that they were all readers of science-
fiction, They decided %o keep LTRO strictly a research group, but that

they would utilize organized science-fiction for titeir main program---
nembership increase,

It was thought, and now seeus to be true, that the ranks of seci~
ence=fiction would be a “"line of least resistance" for expansion.

The boy who first contacted Rommie Poland, was approinted to draw
up the governing charter, the Basies For Regulation, Although ° there
were no major objections to tais charter, it set the pace for the late
er decline of the organization, gty B

Correspondence witi fonnie Poland, who had by then formed his own
group in lonroeville, Ohio, was steadily ebbing, .1lhe original two were
unable to commmnicate enouuir to decide on progremming, ete,y 80 t h e
Lakewood boy decided to plunge into the uess himself, letting Ronnie
take part-as Lie chose, S :

~1f -there was to be an.organization of any size, it had to have g
bulletin to- distribute among the mewbers,

LTAO also needed mdney,
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Turning to the ogre of dues, it was decided that 25¢ per month
would be a suitable sum, That rate was kept constant for a year,

What shouts of glee there were when they received their first oub
of-state member} IETRO, they exclaimed, was going national! Spirits
ran high in those beginning days.

How could they get more mewbers? That was the most simple problem
EIRC ever had to solve, Sowe members had a score of old issues o f
AMAZING STORIES, handed down from neighbors, Lists of names Tilled
pages of their notebooks; hand-written letters were sent out,

And the replies came,..llew York, Georgia, Texas,,.Californial And
more shouts of glee, The letter columns of "The Aristocrat" were proe-
ducing results, i

Fanzines! The discovery of these remarkable enterprises solved ane
other problem, Here, to later regret, was found the pattern for the
contemplated LIRO bulletin, So money rolled out to Taurasi, Johnson,

Bradley, Day, Fabun, Hoffwan, Pope, lMacAuley and others, and the exam=~
ples rolled in,

Pleas for material were sent to the members, a n d
they responded, Soon
there was enough mater-
iel to fill the prope
osed 50 pages, Fiction
and articles were ab-
out equal in volune,
February W a 8
"mailing day" for..ET-
RON, the pronaganda
sheet of the organiza-
tion, So ETRON came
outs..four months lat-
ET,

But ETRO had its
bulletin, .

~ News of new groups

with purposes similar

to those of ETRO reached

their ears, Uo date there are seven national organizations devoted
solely to "“disc" study, And ETRO bogged down,
Operations of all sorts became increasingly difficult., The elec-

tion of officers was a fiasco, ETRO wasn't doing any actual research;g
it didn't even have a real file of "saucer" c¢lippings, Iliembers hadn't
enough idea of what was going on to have any true interest in ETRO,

ELTRON number two came out,..one month behind schedule, At t h e
time of this writing ETRON musber three is two months overdue,

irue, &TRO had its application blanks, forms for "disc® sightings,
form letters for prospective members, and ballots, and Basics,but most
of then gathered dust in a seldom=-opened drawer,

The accomplishments of ETRO totaled;

(1) Two behind=schedule issues of its publication, which can hard-
1y be distinguished from a regular science~fiction fanzine,

(2) A membership list of 117 names,

O] The purchase of a very satisfactory mineograph machine,

{4) Contacts with various groups and individuals interested in the
"flying saucer" question, . It was a rather bleak picture for an ore
ganization with the motto: “Research,.,The ioad To Truth,"

This meaningless existence continued for one year, which brings us
almost up to the present time, Three days before the first annie
versaxry of the Extra-Terrestrial Research Organization, the entire syse
tem of organization was scrapped and forgotten, - ETRO established a

%concluded Pottom of naxt paga)

S
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dince the originator of this column,Barce
lay Johnson, has seen fit to withdraw from
fandom for an indefinite period of ' time,
I invited myself to take over this column,
so to speak, as best I can, So bear with
e, ... ofriends,

10 LIAG NS 3
l{here will be at least four
more pro mags to make their appearance bee
o by ELLISON for the year i1s up, All four will be of
: digest size, most probably, although there
could be a pulp among them,

At least two of the ocurrent
mags will fold before the year is out, One will be SPACE STORILS and
the other gight be PLANLY ST0.I5S. One of the del Rey jobs looks like
it might topple also. The most likely one is SCOMCE I'ICTION ADVENTURES,

SCILNCE FICYIOW PLUS will brobably see no more than 12 issues, if
mthat many, and will meet with rough travelling, for the simple reason
that not every Tom, Dick and Harry have the equivalent of a PheD,

Seventh Fandom will start within a year, The leaders of vhich
will be Harlan Xllison, John L, llagnus, Norman G, Browne and Dean Ae
Grennell, who will soon appear as the leading fan of 1953, plus a few
others who are just recently coming into the broverbial limelight, The

’_beginning of Seveunth Fandom will bring to an end the long reign of Lee
ioifman as number 1 femfan, largely because she doesn't care to be #Le

A new organization, Fewmvariety Enterprises, will steal most
of the spotlight as far as fan projects go, The leader will be Venable,

CONVENT IOKSs
1f San Francisco, or some other West Coast city, does not get
the '54 Convention, Western fans will form a "World" Convention of their
own to be held at approximately the same time that the World Convention
is held. In short, fandom will be split in two groups, (see "} p, 3g)

THE PIRST YuARr by Jim Schreiber (concluded from preceding page)

method of organization that €éliminated officers, committees, ¢ omplex
forms, balloting, Basics, departments, dues (which were irregular, a t
best), and actual members,

Since the major weakness of WTRO was its inability to keep office
ers and key members informed, a way to overcome this fault was needed,

How the organization conducts all its original functions through a
core of five persons who meet weekly in Lakewood, Ohio to conduct the
business of the week, A way was devised to use the capsbilities o f
the individual, instead of those of inefficient groups,

But that is another story, another yeax.
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by REDD- BOGGS

Max J. Runnerbean
/ cartoons by
Harlan J, Ellison

LOITOR'S WOTE; though it
has been our practice in
SIVULLETIN never to re-
print material run in auy
otiler publication, we've
coumnitted ourselves % o
running the following in
the string of highly ma~
ture articles by Red 4
Boggs, even though it saw
print first in the FAPA
magazine of Van Splawn!s
PuCiusTHEUS, The reasons
are (1) FAPA has a very
siall membership, about
one~fifth of the readers
of SFB8, (2) Redd wanted
this article in a general
circulation mag, (3) the
article was highly recom-
nended from various ree-
linble souress.and (4) I
wrote an editorial two
issues ago because of an
insinuation by a reader
of SF3B that both SID and
Harlan Ellison were being
refered to, in this arte
icle, As you can see,
this is one of the most
coutroversisl articles we
have yet YUIls g s v s eanasallC

“"h
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NINw OUY OF Tl FAWS wish, consciously or subconsciously,that they
were John W, Campbell or H,L., Gold., At least seven out of ten fan ed-
itors think they gre Campbell or Gold == or a reasonable Junior facsim-
ilie thereof, You can easily deduce this by casting a th oughtful
glance at the current fan magazines, Hany of these fanzines are z11
too obviously amateur ?togndiggs and non-profit Galaxys.

It is probably safe to say that virtually all new fanzines ar e
begun as imitation prozines, rather than as imitations of other f a n-
zines, His first surprised look at Qua,ndhgr nay have inspired young Joe
Fann to buy his junior Speed-OwPrint in the first place, thus founding
Super-Universe rublications, and to plan the Iirst premature issue o f
¥an hrud. But once he gets his first steneil rolled into the typewrie
ter, Joe Fann's old envy of Campbell and Gold asserts itself and fan
Krud turns out to be just another fannish version of Aaiogg%}gg.

Of course you can't remain a fanzine editor very long before you
begin to realize, if you are reasonably intelligent, that fanzines peed-
n't be amateur prozines after all, Vithin two or three issues the gve
erage pseudo-Startlinc either quietly folds up or transforms into a

mréal fanzine, Usually they fold upe It's too bad more fanzines don't
live long enough to evolve, but maybe we should be thankful that rore
of them don't persist longer as amateur prozines, A few fanzines re-
mein juvenile Astoundings for years and years, ©Some fan editors never
learn,

How do you recognize an amateur Astounding? Well, of course the
fanzine isn't a mirror image of the prozine except in the fan editorts
Vivid imagination, ‘But an amateur prozine can easily be spotted mere-

~Lly by looking at the front cover,

' The amateur prozine's front cover alwegys features a commerciale
type format: a huge title logo and an illustration that, in color and
a little better executed, might appear on Pleonet Stories, And the co-
ver always has the fanzine's price listed there in large figures so no-
body can overlook it, Often it has a legend above the title logo: “all
Stories New{" or "All Stories Complete In This Issuel" Sometimes it
has half the contents bage sprawling across the bottom of the ¢ over

icy, or a big notice: “New Article by Fred Iloopgruber In This Issuel"
= oblivious to the fact that Iloopgruberts name draws more flies than
customers, - :

furning to the contents bage of many a fanzine, you find more ev-
idence that the editor considers himself a teeneage Tony Boucher, Cone
tents pages are Mesabi ranges of unconscious humor, A pure specimendf
the amateur prozine always has some highfaluting stuff in the publishe
ing~-information box: “Editorial offices at 299 Mutt Street.” Editor-
ial offices! A corner of a damp basement or sn attic room with an une
screened window, There are always a lot of stock phrases stolen from
prozines; “iot responsible for unsolicited mamuscripts®; "All manuse
cripts must.be accompanied by return postage'; I .even remember one fane
zine which stated, "The right to reprint material from this magazine is
strictly prohibited,® The magazine wasn't copyrighted, so I don*t know
what action the editor planned to take against offenders, Probably he
didn't give a damn whether anybody reprinted his material or noty the
aduonition sounded pretentious and professional so he stuck it in,

Then thereis the editorial page, I the young squirt editihg Fan
Krud has. taken a general science course in high. school or owns a home
chemistry set, he will try to imitate Campbell with some profound speoc-
ulations about the other side of the moon or with a Mezrabian theory
about the ice ages, But most of his editorial will be devoted to imie
tating Samuel Hines, boasting of how wonderful the next issue is going
to bes, It will feature a significant story by Ired Floopgruber and a
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great new novel by a newcouer, I, Lneme,.and a brand new department of
science questions gnd answers, and lots of .other surprises., Of course
this paean ends a 1ittle lamely, with the admission that next issue is
wideesopen for material, any uaterial, and will somebody pleese send
Something? Fan Krud isntt paying for material, the editor admits, but
he's offering a prigze for the best item submitted, The prize is a co=-
Py of the July 1952 Planet Stories, i

The amateur prozine is, of course, ifull of fiction, written mostly
by the editor under fancy pen. names, or by his friends in the nin t h
grade, A three~page story will be lahelled g Yoomplete novelette® Lol
even a “complete novel" e« I recall such a oase, llaybe there will be
a serial, which ends with an editorial notes “von't miss the ne x t
thrilling installment of. this greal new science seriall" Blurbs make
all these sad zmateur efforts sound like another "Demolished lian, " and
their 13-year-old authors are proclaimed as “another Edmond Hamilton®
and are soberly referred to as "WMr., Floopgruber," in keeping with proe
fessional dignity, ' .

But let's not be too hard on the young fan editor who commits such
boners, All of us were gullty of such puerility once, at least to some
degree, and probably we had an exciting time bretending we were John V/,
Campbell, sSome kids dress up in gaudy regalia and play they are Hopae
long Cassidy, Why shouldn't some of us christen a corner of the basee
ment the “Super~Universe Publishing Company" and pretend our illegible
little mimeo mag is a 35¢Z prozine?

No harin is done, In fact, there is a certain charm to such childe
ish play, We, the readers, need simply to sit back, smothering o u p
snickers, t$ill the fan editor wakes up and realizes that he is under
a s8light handicap competing with big publishers like Street and Smith,

cleavege between prozine and fane ) 2
zine, and I suppose we'll always R :
have with us those fanzines th at
attempt to bridge the gap.But once
the fan editor faces up to the fact
that amateur prozines are not only-
sterile but ridiculous and worthe
less, he may also begin to see that
there is an advantage residing { n
the fanzine=prozine dichotouy,
Consider the fan editor§ N °
other editor in the world, except .
other amateur editors of various
breeds, is more fortunate, Campbel.l.
end Browne pull down good sslaries,
1o doubt, while Joe Fann loses his
narde=earned money on his piblishing - G
venture, But look' at the Price e
sampbell - and Browne have to pay for
tneir jobey They must keep their magazines Selling =< or else! They
are at the meroy of the front office, It may cost them their jobs t o
say a twoe=letter word to the publishers "Noeo#  They must never offend
their advertisers, They must never offend any substantial vercentage
of their readers, They must listen to what the big mouths in the dige
tributing company say about cover format and display pProblems, The Proe
mag editorts freedom to do as his editorial instivct tells him is steicte
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1y limited, k- &1 9 o leasa o (I

On the other hand, the fan _editor .is free to do as he wants,y a8
long as he keeps his magé,zinq within the bounds of good taste, Hg. ‘is
free to publish as often or as seldom as he likes, or to discontinue
the magazine if he feels like it, He is free to publish what hq.ch;oos-
es, and to use any format within the.realm of practicability, His read-
ers, if any, may protest at his unorthodoxy or eccentricity, -bu;t;-‘-:a‘ct-
ually a fanzine's readers are a minor factor in shaping any . fanzine's
policy, The subscribers' nickels and dimes at best only partially sup-
port a fanziney their opinions are good foy little more than egoboo- to
‘the editor, 1The ability of a, fanzine to please its readers only ac =
counts for part-of its popularity; its ability to insuit and infuriate
its readers may account for more, furthermore, there are always fans
who will buy a fanzine, no matter how bad it is, merely to - complete
their files or because it was reviewed in fwagination, And if a fane
zine really- lacks readers begcause of its eccentric policy, the editor
can always take it into one of the "apas® and circulate it there,

The point is, fan editors have = great opportunity for publishing
unusual, highly individual magazines which are as important in  their
own way as aAgtoundipe is in its way., "There are party politics and big
business for the man seeking power," wrote James Guinane in his f ine
amateur magazine Churingg, "mothers! clubs and repertory groups f o r
those after applause, and vegetarianism and the Ku Klux Klan for people
wanting to indulge in fanatiocism, But for the few who are anxious to
write and to publish magazines free from any eontrol but their own gee
nius there is only amateur journalism." Since fan publishing is a
branch of amateur journalism, we find this rare opportunity, given to
few men, within the reach of most of us, But how many of us seize it?
Yor every liax Keasler, Lee Hoffman, and Arthur ., Rapp there are a’'deze
en fan editors slavishly grinding out their inept imitations of t h e
prozines, : :

1 speak here for complete freedom in fan publishing, For that
reasonn 1 recognize the fanzine editor's right to be a junior Campbell
if he wants to be, But I believe that, if he paused and took stock of
himself and his fanzine, the average fan editor would not want to be,
Yoo many fans edit their puerile Planets without realizing that by fole
lowing a policy they themselves conceived, they might establish a pube
lication that could become more famous in the microcosm than Planet ite
self, Instead of blindly taking over comuercialetype girmmicks merely
because the pros use them, the fan editor should borrow only where nece
essary. - "Is it useful? Do I need it in ny fenzine?" should be t h e
questions he asks himself, .

Once he takes this objective viewpoint, the fan editor will probe
ebly discover that previously he followed a wrong approach to fan pube
lishing, "Yafter all," he will say to himself, “TWS and ASF publish as
2 business; I publish as a hobby, Why should I burden Fan Krud with a
lot of pulp=type crap that is useless to an amateur publication?"

Why; indesd? lake that cover pic showing the musclebound bum rese
suing the well-undressed babe from the slavering BEM, The prozines
have used it for many years on the sound theory that it attracts cuge -
toamers idly canvassing the newsstand for something to read, Will the -
Sam® cover illustration attract customers .to buy ‘a fanzine? How nany *
fanzines are sold on newsstands? Anyway, most fans hate the bum-babee -
B?u. covery they buy a publication in spite of the picture, not eoause
(o] it. i =20 i : 12 3 S e

Why should & fanzine's price appear on tiie cover? A few fanzines -
are displgyed and sold at conventions, but noxwally the reader o f a
fanzine never sees the cover till after he hag paid for the isgue, He
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probably paid for it monthes ago when he subscribed at two issues for
25¢Z. He's not interested in the fact that the issue costs 15¢ per copy:
he knows it already., He's more interested in what the next issue will
cost, in case his subscription has run out, And what Zznzine puts that
¥itsl information on the front cover?

For similar reasons, fancy come~ons like WAll Stories New" o r
“Fred Floopgruber Article In This Issue" are useless on a Tanzine cov=
er. JThe prozines put such things there to lure the eye of the oeasual
newsstand shoppers, JFanzines are seldom displayed for sale; by t h e
time the fanzine reader sets eyes on thé issue he has already b e e n
rooked out of his dime, When he pries out the staples and unfolds the
fanzine to behold "Fred Floopgruber Article In This Issue," his only
reaction gcan be a brightening of the eye or a gnashing of the teeth,
depending on whether he has read a Iloogruber article before, Even if
fan Krud is sold at a convention, it isn't 1likely to sell more copies
because of that cover blurb., liost bylines bannered on fanzine covers
have absolutely no name value, except to their mothers,

Does the cover title have to be in big letters? No reader must
pick your fanzine out of a newsstand display full of similarly titled
publications, If you placed the title in small letters at the bottom
of the page, perhaps you could run a bigger and better cover pisture.
Rewember the issue of Qdd with the Ray Nelson cover in which "0dd® was
printed in lower case elite type on a tiny sign held by a large e~t? An
idea like that, poison to prozines, is sirloin in the fan field, TIt's
a gag you'll remember longer than the best litho cover Q0dd ever used,

Why should a fanzine have a front cover at all, except that @G.1,
Carr complains if it doesn't have? Remenber the time W, Max Keasler
put the “front cover" on the back of Fanvariety? His experiment didn't
work, but at least he wasn't afraid to try something besides the ster=
eotyped pulp format,

The contents page? One of the few cliohes from the prozines that
may prove useful to fanzines is the one disclaiming responsability for
statements made by writers, That notice ngy save you from an argument
sometime, Otherwise =~ do you Treally mean all manuscripts must be ace
campanied by self-addressed stamped envelopes == or is that there enly
Tor show? If Jack Williamson sent you an article, would you refuse to
read it because he neglected to include reiurn postage?

Above all, why should a fanzine load its bages with amateur ficte
ion? Oh yes, fanzines give fledgling writers a place to try theinr
wings; they can profit frow the constructive criticism they receive
from keen=minded fans. But fan writers can strengthen their wings just
a8 easily by trying to write to sell directi to the bros, and they can
obtain better criticism from pro editors! letters of rejection, I think
wost fanzines publish fan fiction merely bhecause the prozines publish
its A fanzine full of s-f stories more closely resembles a prozine
than does a fanzine full of articles and fannish satire, This is the
reason that most fanzines start out heavily weighted with fan fiction
and, as they mature, soom publish very little fiction, ;

- Jack Speer said once, "I simply do not agree thaﬂ{: the ideal f an
magazine should carry material of the newsstand negazine types If we
don't have anything the pulps haventt got, we might just about as well
close up shop." I don't see why we should expect arybody to read a n
amateur Galaxy when they can buy the real Galaxy at any newsstand, Why
should we look at amateur artwork that could appear in Planet if it was
better drawng and why should we read commercial=type amateur fiction
that could appear in Qther Worlds if it was better written?

Surely there 1is just as much glory in editing a fine amateur mage
azine as there is in editing a promag, When someone asked F, Towner
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Laney why he doesn't write for the pros, he replied that he'd much ra~
ther write for a good magazine like que or Burblings than for any
cheap prozine he could think of, Breathes there a fan with soul g o
dead who hasn't tossed TWS into &
corner when the postman shambled up,
bringing the latest Quandry?

Publish ¢ or QOpus or Qopslal
professionally and stack them on &
newsstand for sale and they would
probably crumble to dust before argys
body bought them, But ther aren't
published for the general public,
Fans don't buy them because th e y
contain stories and artwork alumost
like the stuff in brozines, or be=
cause they reprint suitable cliches
stolen from prozine covers and cone
tents pages, They buy them becausge
they publish humor and satire and
critical articles unlike aything in
the prozines, Qpug isn't quite so
neat as Fantastig, but then Browne's
prozine has never published an Vo
thing as wackily wonderful as Riche~
ard Elsberry's “The Sportsmen, ¥ eisher.

Both fans and pros would profit imneasurably if they would recog-
nize the fact that amateur and professional magazines are distinct SPE=
cies. As horses somewhat resemble cattle, fanzines bear some reseme
blance to prozines, but they shouldn't be measured by the same stand-
ards, any more than an Arabian stallion should be judged by standards
set up for Holsteins, Prozine reviewers like Jerowe Dixby and S am
Merwin, Jr. ranted a lot about fannish criticism of Startling, ggoring
it as unrealistic and unbusinesslike, but they went %ﬁf ead and re-
viewed fanzines as if they were merely junior nromazs. The traditional
procedure, founded by Merwin, of rating a fanzine by riffling through

™ and counting the pretty pictures and classy headings is obviously n o

more legitimate than a letterhack's rating TS only two Xeno jugs be=~
cause it dropped Captain Future,

Let us have fan editors who are not afraid to buck such {1l=-shaped
criticism, Let us have fan editors who follow their own artistic ide
eals rather than the querulous complaints of misguided readers and ree-
viewers, Let us have fan editors who strike toward new frontiers rae
ther than slouch along the safe paths worn by men who dared nothing
new, Then we shall have no more amateur Astoundings and fannish Fante
asticyp but only fanzines, unique and personal and unfettered, that cone
not be describved in terus applicable to any other sort of magazine and
camnot be measured by any standards except those for fanzines theme
selves, The fans who edit these fan magazines will be remembered lornge
¢r than John Campbell or H,L, Gold,

THE END

DEDICATION: we can do litile more than follow in the nohia footstaps
of Bob Silverberg, .and devote the purpose -of thHia entire
isguc {to the man who will undoubtedly be the Biggeat Name
Fen in years; a follov with an umetched senase of humour,
fobulous intelleat and ribald £o00dmill, DEAN A, GRENSEILL
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EDITOR'S WOTEs: it's been a good six months sinpe we last ran reviews of
science Tahtasy motion pictures, The primeary reason being that there
weren't very many stfilms of any ‘signifigance, But in the last three
months we have been deluged with the "things"% to the point where we had

- to latch on-

heading illustration by RAY GIBSON - to a movie
ety . editor, name
of Bill Dige-
nin, Who, in
addition to
doing some
superlative
arid snidely
cutting reve
iewsycont-
ributes more
than a fewof
his wondrous
cartoons as@
accoupanying
clarifiers.
Your reace
tions to our
novie review
colunn is of
primary impe
ortance t o
us, as we've
tried a new
idea in our
reviews, OQur
thanks go to
the staff and

““DAMN NUISANCE!”
management of

Cleveland's Hippodrome, Allen, State and Palace Theatres, for their
jnvaluable aid in allowing us to preview these pictures for youe..sseohe =,

reviews of WlE HAGHETIC MONSTLR and THE PHAWYOL FRGI SPACE Wy Paul Schupp

; The vampire complained about the- bright light, so the werewolf ob-
ligingly flicked off the switeh, A violent arguwent had preceded the
werewolf's eventual persuasion of the vampire to attend a movie w ith
him instead of sitting home with a can of blood and watching televe
ision. and now they were confronted by a young fellow who wanted thewr
opinions of the two science fiction pictures they had seen,

i “Both pictures were a slight rise from the Saturday afternoon sexr=
ial, " comuented the vampire, imbued with the importance of being intere
viewed, "Very slight," muttered the werewolf, who, somehow felt he had
been duped by the vempire, who had given in too easily in the argument,

“The ‘iiagnetic lLionstexr!," contimied the vempire in a tone of modest
self-importance, “for those fortunate enough to have missed the photure,
concerned itself chiefly with an unstable elewent that sucked up energy
1ike..o" he looked around coyly, “"...like, well, a vanipire sucks blood,
and crested matter, However, the manner in which the concept was prese
ented was exceptionally poor. ¥You might think they'd take time to make
o worthwhile picture," He nodded his head as 1f to indicate assurance.

nPell him about the ‘other one,Y mumbled the werewold€, cbviously in
o state of boredom with the entire conversational trends,
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"Well," resumed the vampire, casting an eye alternately at t h e
countenance of the werewolf and the throat of the interviewer, Y“we had
caue in during the middle of *the Phantom From Space' and thought for -a
moment that somehow we had mistaken the siow and were seeing the ‘'Return
of the Invisible lian?, but no, it was just the story of an alien wh o
landed on Barth and who was invisible without his spacesuit, It seems
this poor dumb slob wanted off Larth, but the local yokels were bent upe
on racking him up thoroughly,* 3
.~ . The interviewer asked them for one statement that they thought to
suz up the whole thing, "“Stunk}" exclaimed the werewol®, s$ill in his
poor humour, “Hum," mittered the vampire, casting a disparaging glance
at his companion, “I would advise the populace to save their money, "

The movie critic thanked them politely and was about to leave when
the vampire asked politely, “You never did tell us what magazine y o u
represent, " he said, conjuring up visions of ihe New ‘ker and Saturday

' 1 £08%, ‘"Why, SCILLCE FAWTASY BULLETIN, ¥ replied the young man

eerfully, After they had ripped hinm apart and eaten him, the vampire

and the werewolf disappeared, one-as a bat, the other a wolf again, And
there was only the softest hint of someone seying, “The audacity,.e"

INVAURRS IFRO MARS reviewed by William S, Dignin, movie editor SIB

The other night there was flashed upon a motion picture screen in
this town, witiout a doubt one of the most sickening examples of t he
senile cinema ever to disgrace a hunk of celluloid.

The plot (such as it is laughingly refered to) revolves about the
young scientist of about twelve who sees a (foregone conclusion)fly;ng
soup=plate plow,iggg a sandpit behind his house, Various people, in-

SLIGHTLY
Crpckep

illustrations this
page are artists'! concepte
ion of scenes from the 20th
Century=tox film “Invaders
From liars" and were drawn
by Bill vignin to accom=
pany the above review,
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cluding his parents, upon investigating, disappear into the pit to re-
appear as alien-controlled puppets, ready to destroy sundry atomie én-

ergy vplants, rocket projects, etoc, on the notioce of a moment or two,
lMeanwhile, the boy, who is being madly hunted by these remote=-con-
trolled stooges as he is the only one who knows about the ‘saucer and
8till retains his own wind, has succeeded in reaching a scientist who
oA B , believes his story, for some ephe=

neral’ reason or other, not noted,

] low you must realize that this
is no ordinary vbrilliant scientist,
This character is a combination be=

- ing composed of equal parts of Ale
bert Eingstein, I'ermi, Jomuy Cross,
and select pinches of Gilbert Gosse
eyn thrown in for the heck of it.

- Despite the fact that the exie

gstence of the aliens on Barth has

] 1, this brilliant,

' specimen of

the trained scientific mind immedi-
ately formulates the following theo-
ries, ery_one ich proves to
be co i:° (1)the ET's are fromn
lars, (2)these Ilartians are a dege
enerate race, ergo (3) they have as
aides de camp to do their dirtywark

a created race of androids, (4) the
androids have come to Earth in the
saucer and (8) they have harnessed
infra~red roys which they use t o

melt through solid ro¢k, And, wone
der of all wonders, he even knows

- why they are here! To keep us out

7/ ol space, natchurly, IEVERY ONE OF
el THESE FACYS WAS FORMULATED QUT O F

THIN AIRg OUYL OF WHOLE CLOTH, WITH NO GROUNDS WHATSOLVER OR FACTS O XN

WHICH TO BASH ANY ONE OF THM! Extraordinary, eh wot?

And the mutants (pronounced mew-taaants by the imbeciles in t he
picture)! Gahlihhh! IHuge green hulks that look like decadent frogs,
and trot along in a stiff-legged, side=-to-side gait that makes themn
look, in the words of editor Lillison, “Constipatedl®

Another nauseating example of the pinch-penny methods employed in
the filming of this monster, and the obvious regard in which the pro-
ducers hold the intelligence of the average American, is the constant
re=uge of soenes, I counted at least five scenes, used an average of
three times each throughout the film, One particularly lucid example
is the scene in which the androids go gaily tromping through an under-
ground passage, This scene was used SEVEX (count tem), YES, SEVEN (7)
TIiES! = And the constant use of hoary old cliches such as the bumblirg
little boy who somehow uncovers the dastardly plot, a flying  saucer,
and this bit of idiotic persiflages America's top atomic scientist, a
higheranking general, two policemen, the police chief, a little girl,
and sundry others have all been abducted, but no one is flustered. As
we enter, however, an average marine gsergeant has been added to t h e
list, and his commanding officer is white with fear and anger,

"Hoe.en0y Not Snodgrass? I must go afier himl}* bluris the C 0,
spreading tears ebout like confetti,

uilot you sir, you're too valuable.,"

illus tratidn by
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"But--ebut...he's been under me for twenty yearsi"

Need I go on?

And now, brace yourselves; feet on the ground, chin up, the worst
(yes, there ¢an be worsel) is yet to come, Ve now have the grand fine
ale, the coup de grace, 'hey are about to demolish the Saucer, saldiers
and civilians are streaming away from the scene at a prodigious rate,
the wounded heing carried, soue Limping, some crawling, The little bay
is having chaotic flashbacks of ghe entire affair, The saucer blowsw
vesosThe BOY WAKES UP$SS)Y (voumit) ;

LHy WHOLYW GRUKSOM, HORAIGIE MISHeMNOSH WAS ALL A BAD DREAM, t h e
oldest, corniest, most hokey gaubit in the book, geand they used it!

This is a movie that shouldn't have to vait ‘twenty years to b e
shown on television} -

review of Til BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS and IT CALE FROM OUTER 'SPACE a8
reviewed by Williap S, Dignin, movie editor SFB

After partially recovering from the effects of “Inveders“, I anm
able, with extreme relief, to present two GOOD motion pictures,

Both of these films were scripted by science fiction's own Il a y
Bradbury, of the poetic pen, And of the two, the "Bradbury touch" is
most pointedly felt in IT CAlLL FRG: OUTER SEACE (to be hereafter ref-
ferred to as ICFOS) during the scenes on the bleak Arizona desert,

in ICKOG, the first science fiction pieture to be rendered in 3D,
an entirely new concept (insofar as movie SF is concerned) is tried on
for size when an alien Spacesghip is forced to land on Earth for major
repairs. The aliens, a malleable race, assume the shapes of eaptured
humens and ransack a number of electrical warchouses, etc, to obtain
the materials they need. Once the populace becomes aware of the ETs in
their midst, they react in the time-honored fashion of people who are
in terror, and try to destroy them. A writer of science articles, who
originally saw the aliens? ship when it landed, gains their confidence
and tries to forestall the mobs vengeance,

The photographic effects are exceptionally well done and in one or
two instances verge upon the clagsic; and the plot of the picture is,
in not one instance, sacrificed for 3eD effects, such as knives, fists
and other such like crud in the viewer's face as they are wont to do,

"The Beast"%, although not in J=D, i8 no less powerful a production
with its plot a skillfully expanded version of Bradbury's Saturdsy Ev-
ening Post short story of the same title, The plot is simply that ofa
tremendously ancient prehistorie amphibian, most imposing to view, i f
sometimes a wee bit stilted in its progress, which is freed from its
million-year=-old deep freeze by an atom bomb, being tested in the Arce
tic, The thing advances down the Eastern coast, gaily tromping on an
unusually motley assortment of lighthouses, fishing boats, et a1l +till
it reaches New York City (the reason being that its ancestors had lived
in them thar parts eons sgo) where some of the finest crowd scenes of
all time take place, The beast is finally subdued, after spreading a
virulent disease from a wound inflicted upon it earlier, It dies i n
an awusement park, an ironic symbol of a forgotten age, thrown into a
"world he never made" by the men who eventually brought about- his death
in a singularly ignominious manner., There are elements of stark terre
or, of biting pathos, of deep sorrow, in this picture, It is unqueste
ionably recomuended to all those who seek more than amateur SF movies,

YOUR OPINIONS OF QUR "STF CINEMA SCEIE® VIIL JINFIUENCE THEIR RE-USE
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EDITOR'S PANEL, AT THE CHICONs

Q: “And why do you publish an
SF magezine, sirph Y

A "Well, I'm in it mainly for
" the fun, you see,“ -

Hal Shapiro was married to Miss Nancy
Moore on Monday, July <0, 19563 by fan
Darrell C, Riohardson, Our 8000p, and

EDITOR'S NOTE; word came in today thatl '
our heartiest oongrate to two nige kids}

-VWell, the Halo's back, a nd

‘live talent,

Icolumn ]

here's the o'urrent installment of

o
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Ellison's wearing it, So is
Will licGivern for that mate
ter, This popular stf wrie
ter's nonestf yarn, THE BIG
LEAT, which he sold %o the
SativePost for a eh ec k
counted with five figures -

- was also sold to Hollywood,

Glenn Ford will star.It was
soripted in fémr weeks, one

~of the fastest jobs on rece

oxrd, ssece SWlnging to Hol-

-
lywood's enemy, teevee; a g
this is being written (March
R9) we have an advance : ree
lease from the Duliont nete —

work which brings promise of
a truly adult stf show.It's
& combination of puppets and
About a janie
tor in a teevee station who
wants to be a director and
spends ‘all of hig off +time
in the control room of the

gtation after the crew has

knocked off for the day, One
night, while playing with
the dials, he accidently
contacts the planet Jupiter
Betting off a series of TV
soenes which contrast t he
way of life on the two plae
nets, The Jupiterians are
played by puppets, By the
time you read this it may
already be on your Set, ..
The lew York Times recently

. Yan an article stating that
‘moxe energy was expended in
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reading a book than it was worth, Something about ‘the information that
is gained not being worth the energy expended, I'm skeptical ,.,. This
is 1953, the year experts claim the atomic submarine will be launched,
eealooks like Palmer is growing up. The yarn, HYSHKIL, in the April
OT4ER WORLDS was one of the first he's ever presented which almost de=
served its advance publicity. After reading UHE THING THAT MAID LOVE,
also by Reed, -I was sure that LYSHKIN would be snother stinking sex-sf
plot by -David V, Reed. ‘lowever, I was pleasantly surprised, ..., T h e
first Italian 3=D film to be made will star Kirk Douglas, VWritten @by
Ben Hechf, who has turned out some excellent fantasy, it has the highe
ly provocative title' of ODYSSEY OF ULYSSES, No more info evailable, I
am sorry to report, ... I'vonder how many fans will howl at the April
1953 COROILT's article, ROCLET GENIUS WIT:I BIG ILEAS which liate John
shesta of Reaction liotors, Inc., as "Americal's foremost rocket expert? !
Willy Ley is the idol of most fans in this respect, .o Don Tord i s
1903%s sponser of a “"Bring A Foreign Fan To The Con" drive, This vear
the victim is Norman Ashfield, English BWF, fhe campaign will rot be
as big as WAW VITH THE CREW IN '52, but will haveé an auction .and other
evenis, Full details from Don Ford, 129 liaple Avenue, Sharonvilla. 0.
+ss The Bachelor's STF Association of the World, dissolved in Fsinuary,
has finally'disposed‘of the woney left in its treasury. Same went as =
donation to Ford's fund, ...A Earvard Observatory doc claims that,.con-
trary to Popular opinion, there is an atmosphere on the moon, Sayeth
Ur, Harlow shapley, the air would not be very "sanitary" to breathe,
Seems that it's composed largely of Argon, which comes from radioactive
decay of, a potassiun isotope in rocks brought to the surface by meteor
bowbardment. ,,, Science again catches up with stf, A Cornell U, prof
has developed a method whereby three dimensional "maps" can be made by
radar. It's an adaptatidn of the usual radar set and incorporated ine
Yo aerial photography sdilehow 8o that the sound waves will build g trie
di picture of the landscape, liore fun, .., Then too, Bome researchers
assert that very high sound waves can .age wlhiskey, I don't know what
shrill feminine shrieks do to liquor at a cocktail party, but they can
ocurl hair all the way across a crowded rooil, ses Getting back toHllye
wood for a while, Elaine Stewart will play the -only female in TAKE THE
HIGH GROUND, a dramatization of the training of atomic age soldiers, Un=
derstand it will be something like FIVE, ... An article in the March
edition of the SCILNCE DIGEST quotes George O, Smith, described as a

"radio research engineer," with no reference to his stf writing, a s
stating that radio commmnications with other planets in this s o lar
system is & cinch if an Fi wave length about an inch long is used,Szys
Smith, it would take a 7,000 watt transmitter to get to Mars, and 75,
000,000 watts to talk to Pluto. .., It's no secret that there are some
who are not particularly enamoured of,the baby giant, television,It is
also true -that there are wore features about LV which discourage viewe
ers from viewing than there are encouraging seme, However, there is
one good point about teevee which seems to have been overlooked, Somee-
where around LA a 3F=-year~old toddled up to the desk in a public 1libe
rery and demanded a card, saying he wanted to read a book, UWhen a d =
vised that cards were issued only to persons who could read and write,
he promptly passed all qualifying tests. Asked how he had ecquired the
proficienny at such an early age, he explained that ¥V reception wa s
80 ragged where he lived that he gave it up and took up reading a n d
writing 23 an antidote. 8o, it was television which made the child a
prodigy, or sowmething, This is also an example of the resourcefulness
vhich has made America great. Here is proof that rugged individualism
and the pioneer gpivrit still blooms among us, If driven to it, the
younger generation will read a books ... That the Ay is cool * t o a


television.lt

—

8 HALO (contimed)

new, highlyevaunted automatie pistol reminds us that not even stf wrie
ters have caught up with an old weapon., I am speaking of the Western
movie six-shooter which fires 44 times without releading, ,., Vhile it
is true that, with Progress being brogresaive, the child of today "1 8
not likely to catch many diseases prevelant’ g couple of decades 2go,it
is also true that, when Grandfather was & lad, there was no danger of
getting the snowsuit Snagged in the handle and going up with the overe
head garage door. ... Most of you, I am sure, remember when Disney dee
lighted his fans with Dumbo, -the flying elephant, Well, the Air Force
has gone him one better, A superfort pilot; bringing his plane into a
field in Japan 8ighted, at.500 feet, an unidentified objeet floating
toward them, #It's Superman, ¥ and "Itts a flying saucer, " ran through

and continued opn its way, The tail guhner said it was a goat, The pi-

g e

lot called the tower and reported the incident, However, seen from the
ground it was apparent that the objeet was an advertising balloan which

had broken loose from its moorings, Unless the Forteans wish to cone
tradict, ¢., Getting back tg the scientifieg ley Percy Wilkins, dire
ector of the British Astronomical Association lunar section), stated,
that he knew what was on the other side of the moon, And, contrary

map, incidently, has been published in the Journal of the British Int-
erplanetary Society, and he claims that if gpace pioneers take his map

to
HAUMER ON il 4UOON, it isn't g Soviet base, All astromomer Wilkins has
done is to draw g topographical map of good old Luna with all the crae-
ters, mountaing, and valleys he is sure lie out of human sight. H i s

along, they will find it “‘more or less reliable', I'1l believe it when

I see ity .4 In addition to the armored vests, front line troops

in

Korea are also being issued bulleteproof shorts, These drawers wei gh
four pounds and proupt '.the quip that they are the only things that will

1y stf Cons, ‘hey!re getting big, Too bige - If nothing is done, the
hiostes of uninformed newconers at each yearts Convention will vote % (-]
keep it in the same section of the coungry and, eventually, there will

be two Separate fandoms, one Hagt and one Weat, There is, however,

a

solution, 1his was proposed prior te the CinVention in 1949, But it

was never brought to g vote. Vhy not divide thisg continent into vare

ious geographical areas and rotate the Con from area to area as t h e

a

concrete plan worked out in time to make the proposal at the Yhiladele
phia Convention this ILabor Daye ge¢ THE FIRE GODLESS by Sax Rohmer is
lmpetus to the pun that he should be galled "Sex" Rolmer, Damn g ood
plot and writing, but sexual portions are very poorly handled, ¢4 Uhe
derstand that A MEW KIND OF LOVE, starring Katie Hepburn is an qutrande
out fantasy, despite the title. ... And spealdng of movies, the U, of
Rocjester (NY) lMedical School has developed tri=dimensional X=ray ‘moe
tion pictures§" CQCantt you just see that used in & regular theater on
& pic like THE INVISIBLE MAN? I dunno, Personally I'd prefer the age
tos not so round and the movies not quite so flats o¢s And still they
come, Meaning, of course, books this writer can't afford, The grandson
of Charles (ORIGIN OF Tum SEECIES) Darwin, also Charles Daxrwin, h a s
came out with THE HEXT MILI.TON YEARS from Doubleday, Anyway, he looks
into the future and findg it 2 gloomy thing indeed, In facty,he doubts
that man will last another million years, Speaking for myself,I don't
think I will, Bringing up the tail of this short list are two bibli=-
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ography=type tomes titled SCIENTIFIC TERMINOLOGY, which is Just what
the title implies, a textbook and reference work for the science stud-
ent, and THE PUILOSOPHY OF SCIICE, This second volume is betts: for
the layman when it explains how to understand scientists, ecpscially
when they use familiar terms in new and strange ways. Both recommends
eds ¢ss Wnat's coming next to the ZiffeDavis 8tf twins, AAZING STOR=
JES and FANIASYIC? A story co-authored by Erskitie Caldwell and Ja o k
Woodford, layed in Southern iew York? Or will they bring Shaver back
again, and put AS and FANTASTIC in the bedroom, Only time will 1.:.e11.
But the mirmute hand is pointing the direction cleaxrly, even as this %
written, oee A lad named L. G, Kendall, who happens to be a British psye
chologist, stated'recently that g good dose of nonsense every now and
then helps people to think accurately, He said that, "The scientist
not only gets pleasure out of Zbod thorough=going nonsense; he ge ts
profit as well," Well, if he BayS S0ees see Oh yes, BIRIBATHS, L e t
me quote fyom a publicity issue. of CONFUSIOX . (Shelby Vick, Box 4 9 3,
Lynn Haven, Tlorida) who said, about a recent visit of this writer, ¥We
still Lel Shapiro on our hands, We also had Birdbaths.,.We /dise
cussed/ Tucker's books, THE CIVY IN THE BIRIBATH, THE CHINESE BIRUDBATH,
TG bIRDBAIHLLGSS MAN, and then, somehow THE LD BIRUBATH., That w a s
when we rgalized! You are heartlessy you are repressors of 1ittle Birde
bathe! You have thotlessly been keeping then from Fandom, Why, if it
hadn't been for that chance remark in Lynn Haven, Fandom would ne ver
have heard of such classics as GONE WITH TiE SIRDBATH or THE VOYAGE OF
THE SPACH BICATH; WORLD OF WUILeBIRDBATH or those great songs, LOCK
FOR THE SILVER BIRDBATH or BIRIBATH!S IS A=COlIN® 4, sand there are.lite
eradly THOUSAIDS of others ew Jraced even bagk to Shakespeare,with his-
MERCHANT OF BIRDBATH," ,., Just want to .add to Shelby's partial 1lis t
other classics such as the Xmas carol, OH, LITTLE BIRD OF BATHLEHAM,the
late writer, GEORGE BIRUBATH SHAW, Even Charles Fort might have list-
ed the falling of Birdbaths from the skye In any event, this column
will, each month, list other great Birdbaths of history and m odern
times, ,., Understand that a new guided misgile in the US is so fast it
can travel tlwee miles before it becomes obsolete, oes Was surprisedat
the Maryland teacher wilo, several months agoy encouraged seventh grade
boys and girls to play post office, What was even more suprising was
the fact that the papers felt it necessary to explain how the game was
played! .., Speaking of Charles Fort, vhioh I was a few paragraphs ago
I'd like to quote a letter from Poul Anderson, %I remember one s tory
told-me by Phil Bronson about a strongly entimFortean friend,They were
sitting talking when it started to rain. The other guy leaped u-p ,
turned around, and cried, 'Quick] Somebody call the Fortean Society!
Water is falling from the skylt ¥ ,,. TV by magnetic tape is propounded
in an article in a recent issue of SCIKNCE IEVS LETTER, If all t h e
kinks -can be ironed out and this tape comes into general use, I wonder
what the effect will be on the tape recording industry, Especially as
it applies 'to fan taperespondents, .., With that item, we draw in the
halo and close another Columr, See you all next issue with MOYCe ¢esa

We are *subtly convinced we have a new Nostradamus on our hands,I
asked Joel lydahl, editor of VEGA, to talke over PREDICTIONS (p=ge
25 this issue) with the hopes he could-do a good job, but after
re=reading his column I'm flabbergasied, The column was handed
V in to me in late February and held till now, before any of the
S things Joel predicted came true, But: the 4 promags he predicte
-ed haye made their appearange, SPACE SY0.IES did fold, 7th Fardom
id get rolling, and yesterday I got a form letterxr telling me a
an group is setting up s "rump convention® in Texas et the same
time that the Philly group is holding the World Con. Hmme....he




Wocky !
B [REGD -
CHLAINS =

: AT
CARL
LERP BN
‘"United we stand, divided,.."
Perhaps 1 should have titiled this
particular colwun 'The Salt Lake
Story.! Why? Because I'm going to
take a little space to tell jou sme
important things about Salt Lake
City-==-and, incidentally, O0PSLA!,
and the Utah Science Ficection
League,

BOYS-~IHIS IS LUE

column

%, heading bys
JACK HARIESS,
of Meadville, Penna,

Then, as it comes in all Dark
Ages, caue the Renagssance, T h e
Utah Soience-IMiction league came
alive and formed a constitution---
we got the club really on its feet.
The first move of the club was t o
provide for a club-sponsered mage
azine, the first issue of which
will be out soon, And Calkins,for
better or for worse, became reint-

erested in faxdom,

Some time ago,
a group of intereg=
ted persons got to=-
gether and formed
the Utah S ¢ 1 ence
Fiction League, We
held bull sessions,
talked about builde
ing a rocket an d
holding a Convent=-
ion, and generally
had' & good time,And

Corps, and has stopped all
fan activities,. But, for !
the ilumediate relief of all
those who are enamoured of !
JABBER=VOCKY, we can assure
you that Gregg has pranised
to contime thig column no
matter what happens.....he

£ i And s0 I an
NOTEs since mideliay, Gregg ' the bearer o f
has been in the U,S, iarine | tidings--glad,ime-

.  portant, sad o
i greaty, you decide
on the adjective.

t  The way  things
. now standy, I am
i the editor o £
{ OOPSLA!, still,

!  only OOPS wll be
|

I published OQPSLA!
on a more=or-less (mostly less) re=
gulaxr basis, :
That was the '0ld Empire' per-
iod of Salt Lake City, Then cane
the Daxk Ages, OOPSLA! bPecanme
highly irregular and defunci, dhnost
in the same breath,Calkins dropped
almost $0% out of fandom, and ale
nost out entirely.

a2 club sponsered
zine, The zine
will have no major changes, a n d
probably only a few minor ones, if
any, Just remember the sponser=
ship~=we want the name of the USFL
to be publicised,

Viy? Ah, that's the rub,..Ev-
er hear of the West Coast's regione
al convention? Well, we'd like to
hold one, Ay conmente?

-
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(ilaxion Bradley commenting on
gex in s~f in a recent  THRILLING
WOMIER STORILS) "I fail to see why
I should have to wade-through poor
science in order to enjoy scx fibe
tion.s." (From SPACE CIIVEKSIONS
i#4y an illo ghowing.-a very unzked ,
very obvious femalewwand definitely

ship) "He jumped hastily back into

41

ter I will send you, you have had
fair warning of what I intend to do
sse Sineerely, X" ,

What was that remark I made a=
bout three paragraphs back that our
friend Ellison has cut? About no t
receiving a threatening letter for
such a long timees.ss Hah, This gal
hes fire in her eye, '(Just kidding,

. .of course, Obviously, from her le=-
mammalian~=in the door of g om e

tter, she is a very sweet kid, with
a loving heart and just loads o £

the time machine..." (@ Carr, patience,)
commenting on len=

ry Burwelll!s xese [ =~ . T
ignation from fane |EEAwLluli 153Uk =

dom) ', ..resigning
from fandom, .sowds
difficult, like ro=
signing from polio=
myelitis," (From
SLANT 7, .the most
earth=s h aking
statement of th e

year) “...SLAI\TT - "

will be going free=
quent,.sandesethe
- deadline for the
next issue is the
end of ‘Aprile.."
Huhy £ixrs t
thing you know,wee

111 have a monthly .

WOMUER STORY. AllNe
UAL. tOOo

= r Om¢
i'l‘he fallowing

is a letter regei-
ved. April 3 from a

Report on Seventh Fandom - by

Charles Vells

The Inside Story Of The Harold
Shea Novels by Fletcher Fratt

Falcons Of lLiarsbedla (part 1)
by Marion Zimmer Lradley

The Sun Shines 4t liidnight by
Charles Vi, Ryan

The Bill vignin Art lolio and
The Noreen I'alasca Yoetry Fo-
lio ==~ in several colors)

The kidwestcon Story: 1953 by
Nomm Browne, Ian liacAuley,Xen
Krueger, Jouan liagnus, and hel

A BIG IGLUs? DMmrma, Y3,

YW 1lIGut 8.4 Til.1s YOU
I’.LIG.LLT b'.:\x FIF‘-LY P.-G'.EJS...

I shall compe
osSe an answer,lear
X; Love and kisse
es, and thanks for
your kipd.izygiivis
sbout th® state of

ny healtil,. I anmn
deeply toushsd by
. your evident cone

cern for e, f-19e
gards your tender
questions about my
O0PS -and yow:» cone
veantion pics,may 1
offer some slight
defense? The nege
atives for the pi-
ctures were out of
town until the mie-
ddle of March, and
so could not posse
ibly have b.e en
printed until that
date, Another ise
sue of OOPSLA} is
being asgsenbled,but
is not yetprinted,

certain Colorado

feime ‘fan whom wae ;
gshall call “X%") Dear Greggy Here I
am again, but.I will sgy this..you
are a very impolite fellow, I have
agked you very nicely to send 00ES£&

pics ((this reference-is ‘to conven-
tion photos I took in Chicago and
offered for sale in OOPSLA!)) and

_ what happens? You ignore my lett-
ers and the money I have sent, I
will wait until Mgy first, then I
will turn the matter over to t he
postal autnorities to attend to, 1
believe that a frawd will exist by
then, ., .you take my money but you
don't send what is supposed to be
BeNtesee sse This is the last let=

However, I shallle
glad to send you a
copy of the present unprinted issue
by air mail, and it will arrive yes=
terdey, lloping you are the Same€.s,
sincerely, Gregg Calkins,

PS~= Sorry I haven't answered
any of your magnificent letters,but
really, dear, that perfume,,...What
would ny girlfriend say?

T LATN SPRING

Subtitle: "This winds this up
for now," With which I'1l quit,
leaving you with only the philoso-
phicale~ "Qld faneds never die,they
Just propellor=beanie away." Alas,
is there no more originality in the
world? ce-weGREGG CALKINS

- - -
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{ UNCLE  AYJAY O OSACKTIME SAGAS — number |
by algis budrys i -
IWO STONES WILL KILL A BIRD FASTER THAN ROLLING IT IN MOSS

d "nee upon a time, there was a man named Haxrry D, Mauschnse whose
» life was ruled by two passions, these being, in random order, (A)
iis girl, Flo Haxrder, and, fB) His fan magazine, Igle Of Horror, O r
maybe I've got those names reversed, I'm not aure, 0 o=res, really?

Aiyway, Harry dated Flo for many years, and, for an equally long
time, cranked ‘out issues of TCH during the day, He loved Flo, and he
loved TOH. There was nothing else in all the world for him, And it was
there that the trouble lay, for he could not choose between them, nor

could he truly decide whether he could be a BNF and a married man a ¢
the same tinme,

"If I marry," he would say to himself in the cold morning hours,
"Will.1 find.time to put out TOH? And, if I ditoh Flo into some
flowing ditgh, thus devoting myself to TOH exglusively, will I not, in
80 doing, lose the wellspring of inspiration that has kept TOH hot?"

Plagued by this dichotomy, he remained on tenterhooks for yeéra,
until his tender problem was solved for him in g startling and unusual
wanner, and he was finally hooked,

One day, while spinning Flo around the eountryside in his maroon
155 Marmon, ﬁa.rry. in a burst of frenzy and passion, lost control o f
his vehicle, and the car smashed into a treey, impaling Flo on the steews| -
ing wheel, and thus excising her stomach entirely, o

Flo wag rushed to the nearest hospital, where the surgeons immed-
lately saw that nothing could be done, Flo was dooned=-unlesg,..

One of the surgeons, a former DuPont employee, seized a coil o f
neoprene tubing, a vinyl bag that had originally been intended for the
preservation of soup greens, and, working at top speed, construgted an
artificial stomach and intestines for Flo, LoJ IFlo's flaccid face
flushed, and life returned to her anguished body,

b ~ “Amazingl" the other dootors wried,
: UFantasticl" a hangereon added in a ZiffeDavis
voice, "We must keep abreast of this inorede
ible developement}] gquickly, Jorgenson, you
think of a way in which we can gontiime
to observe the operations of this miraglel"
"Nothing simpler," Jorgenson said, With
lightning speed, he ran a forty watt bulb ine
to Flo's stomach, bored a hole for a plug-in
coxrd, added a switch, and then, rather than
graft gkin over the gaping cavity in Flo,heat
welded a plate of glass over her new atomach
and, finished, stepped back proudly, "Nothing
to 1t, gentlemeny® he said casually, ¥Wheneve
er you wish to examine the young ladyts ine
sidea, you have but to turn the light on,"
Vhen told of this, Mauschnee'!s reaction
Kwau.s electric, Rushing to Flo!s bedgige, he
dung bimself to his knees, Tears of joy ran
gown his face, His problem was solved] "Darw
ling Flol% he oried, “Marry mel - - * -
L Be mv nimeogaopel" o=l . J. Budrvi.
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~ SCIENCE WHILE YOU WAIT
’ oy Garth  Bentley

The scientific hero of the gcience magazines
Each month works mighty miracles by superhuman
means;
H:e riseg to defend us when all other hopes
have fled; :
A hundred thousand formulae he garries in
his head;

And if he needs equations whioch are wndiscovered
yet g
He pt’mches out some new ones on his cybernetio

pet
Q .When he is faced with awful odds, our hero
> does not quit

NN all with it!

: 0\
illustration N \ But finds a brand new element and conquers

* % X

A thousand lessexr men might spend their life~
times on a chore =~
He solves the problem in mere days and bounces
back for morej
And graybeards who have swum in sweat to find a grain of
truih
Axre g;llp to shame by our brave boy, though yet a beardless
youuhl
With slide rule, test tube and retort, he tackles every task;
He'll build a super Atom~bomb within a two=ounce flask,
Analyses which once took weeks, he'll instantly prepare,
He'll save a gal or save a world with equal gayoir faire.

*  * %

Helll build a spaceship in a month or shut off gravity

Or else oconcoct e serum which gives immortality;
And if a planst earns his ire or shows a bit of fight,
He blagtis it with a gadget that he whips up overnight}

Perheps our futurs may produce such ultra=~brainy gents

To save our culture and our sarth from threatening events;
But rather, I'm ineiined to think, that in these supermen,
The spirit of Paul Bunyan has come up for air again}

...................................... e e L L e o PP PP T O TR AP

X have a funmy little friend,

Who's froth ‘an' froozly, too,

...... : How far flung beatron is he,

I never wagh, do you? == bed, |

.......................................................................... (S [ R Bt Py .
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(READ ANY good BOOKS LATELY?

& column of intelligent book reviews

-2, WORLDS OF TOMOR:OW edited by August Derleth
(Pellegrini & Cudahy=<351 pp,==i3,95)
. : reviewed by HNOREEN KANE IFALASCA
heading by

RAY GILSONW % And still they emerge! When you think
every story except Richard Shaver's Lemuria

‘Mszt . series have been anthologized, yet another
ey g collection azppears, The seemingly inexhang=

table Mr, Derleth has come up vith group
of what Le femmg Yoff-tirail' science fictior ™
stories in his latest anthology. There are
: nineteen stories in all, of which eleven or
"Your books, sir," ~ . better than half can claim an A rating, Some
: ' of these, however, such as BZAUTIRUL] BilAU-
TIFUL! BEAUTTIFUL! and STRANGE HARVEST were
better left forgotten, However the Superior quality of LINE TO T'QLIIOR~
OW, THL MARVTAY ANO THL MORORN (inspired by TO VAIK TIE WIGIT perhaps?) -
end the little Bradbury chilley Tilli OLITH; malke this one at least worth
reading, ILditor verleth has put together z sucessful "idea! collection
after having a few that were listlessly below par in the filled £ gl

ONCE UPON A SUAR by Kendell Foster Crossen (Holt==237pp,==i2,95)
_ reviewed by PAUL SCHUPP

At last, to the joy of gll those who enjoy ‘good, guffawing belly= ™
laughs, fhe chronicles of that intersteller insurance agent lManning Dras
€0, who frequents the pages of TIRILLING \OIWLHIY STORILS; have been re-
corded for posteriby's digcerning eye, Dividing his efforts into four
seguents (The lierakian Miracle, The Regal dgelian, Ths Polluxian Pret-
ender and The Caphian Caper), Lire Crossen has succeeded nobly in putte
ing acrose an air of insane vaggisiinmess, His brotogonist, a rake o f
the cld school as regards wogen (Terran or Mariian~-~complete with head
fure=or Arcturian), but a sharp coolie as regards insurance sneakies,is
as deligktful a personage asg science fiction hasg yet disgorged, And in
his cften supremely adroit footnotes, Crossen manages to exudc and ine
toxicate you with an air of futuristic abandon, Though the book servea
the purpose of wmomentarily alleviating the problem of where youxr next
bucls 1s cowing from, it bears little more thought, It is strictly an
off-trail anaestihetic for your troubles, Can't ask much more,can you?

WINE OF WOMUER by Lilith Lorraine (Book Craftememb3pp,=={2,00)
reviewed by BOB SILVERBERG

Lilith Lorraine has been well=known in both gcience fiction and po=
etry circles for over twenty years Nnow, editing a top=-Fflight Hlivtlew
magazine for many years on the one hand and contributing a murber of

stories to the professional gef nags on the other, In her leteat book,
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WINE OF WONUER. shs has merged both of these fields and has come up with
.80llesticon of ber science fiction poetry, '

WIds CF WCIWER is a rather nice 1ittle Job of book-making,accenting
quality ruthz» than quantity, It contains 77 of her poeme, many new but
£owe reprirtad from such varied sources as fhe Arkansgs Gazette and Supe

- There iy = lyrical quality about these poems which is absent from
much of the so~calied "modern" poetry, liiss Loxraine is obviously a be=
lisver in the old-Tashioned idea that poetry should rhyme and scan, and
for this laud plaudits, '

Nany of these pcems of science fiction and fantasy contain complete
book=léngth novels within a few linesy as I read this slim hooky, I was
congtantly amazed and even astounded at the richness of Miss Lorraineis
imzges and the power of her concepts, as well as the mechanioal soundness
ol hser verse, The book only contains some 8ixty pages, and i n
theee days of quantity selling perheps seems highepriced, I% is,hovever,

a gtrictly limited edition of a work which no doubt will become a primer:

Tor scicuce fiction poets to come, ‘

The duste-jacket is just that: an utiliterian wrapper listing nothing
but tae title, author and publisher. But without benefit of fancy trime
T uiigs, WING OF WONDER stands out as a defimitive text of an art practiced
oftea by others, but rarely with as much skills science fiction poétry,

A DOG'S HEAD by Jean Dutourd (Simon and Schuster=el50pp,==$3,00)
' reviewed by HONEY WOOD

: "Using the theory that brevity is the epitomé of effectivencsa, th e
ruthor of this brilliant satire on life has refrained from utilizing two
williion words to put across his concepts. And in so doing has richly en-

. 4endaG the Fnglish language with a fantasy as powerful as it is pathetic,

Xcu séey 1t was the misfortune of Edmond Du Chaillu to be born with
3 perféctly proportioned and healthy body save for one disturbing di s =
srepaincy: he had the head of a spaniel, The annals of his lifey and its
qesr paths due to the way people treat him because of his oddity, makes
L0T as umisual and stimulating a volume as this year has produced, For
f‘,a Edmond grew older, his Dog's Head forced him to decide whether to g0
- shroygh life as a dog-headed man, or revert to ocanineity altogether. And

with .this puzzle confronting him, the author swiftly marries off Tdmond ‘

and furnishes us with a singularly thought-provoking last line, Here is
4 book that will make you laugh in spots, and ery in others, It is safe
to call it a real "discovery",- and wholly enchanting,

[HE SPACE MERCHANTS by Frederik Pohl and C,li, Kornbluth (Ballanting=wee
179pp, ==35¢ paperbound and $1,50 hardcover)
s reviewed by E.J. Burden

If this novel had been written, let us assume, in 1900 or 1902, be=
fore the advent of Teddy Rooseveltls "trust~busting" orgies, it womld
.ndeed have been an outstanding and logical extrapolation of the current
- trend, at that time, But, in the possible VWorlds of If whose roodweys
‘we might have traversed, it has passed its peak of perfection and 1 s
not an especially welledeveloped' theme of today's imaginative fiction.

Mitghell Courtenay, Copyswith Star Class, one of the “ruling arise-
tocracy" of the Hucksterts Utopia of 2200 AD, finds, through a geries
of weakly lifeless machinations, that all is not the bed of roses h e
had conceived it to be, Because of efforts Qit the part of competitors,
Courtenay is thrown out of his goft situation into one on the seaplier
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gide of his civilization, Pohl and Korrnbluth have here strung out one
iseas that of the advertising cartels taking cyver, ard hung upon th a t
Love concept a series of unoriginal and somewkat pointless incidents,
Instead of developing more staunchly tie very skeleton of thsir cul-
tire (such as in oxie or. two places whare, for inslence, one character
tails zuotasr that, they should meet in the Art seerm, in front of t he
dzidsnforn Bra ad displays) and presenting the always fescinating EVeIy~
dey wisvlag of such a life, they went roaring off to the lloon and other
cumparatively uninteresting haunts, . A somewhat flaccid Jjob, in all,

IHE SUPERNAIURAL READER edited by Groff and Iucy Conklin (Lippinoott---
349T D w3, 95) . . . |
reviewed by ANDRE NORTON

., ~During the past few years the name "Conklin" has become the trade=
merk ror excellent anthologies, While "The Supernatural Reader" explores
a new Chammel~=that of the ghost=-fantasy storyw~it is as¢ well-s elec ted .
and efdited as its predecessors in the -science fiction field,

Gi the tweaty-seven stories incluaed, a few have been igsued in
uerdw-coyers kefore, . notably those by Seki, Sturgeon, Coilier, James and
slerpe,. But ofiers are new and range from guardian angels %tnrough ordine
ary. ghosts to startling moderm vampires and devils, ®* If you ars addicted
te tie taxing of vitamins, it might not be wise to read that little gem,
ALE YOU Huli-DOVioe Lilfil==;" one of the beg:’ adaptations of black magic to
Wne mochine age which this readex has ever had ithrust into willing hands,

An outstanding and anything but hackneyed collection,

THE LEGION OF TIME by Jack Williamson (Rantagy Pregs-=~2520p.==$3,00)
_ i S reviewed by NOREEN KANE FALASCA

- Ihis book actually comsists of -two long noveleties, THE LEGION O F
ITME and AFTER WORLDYS END, both written by Jack willismson in the late
thirties, revised, and brought up to dats. Their ghiiei reason for exigSe
tence, as far ac this reviewer can detect, is to show jus® how much Mr.
Williamson hag matured since writing them, In poiah cf Tact, it is al -
most impossible to helieve that the writer of these Dlood~end~b lunde r
Space operas oould, in a few years, come up with the fino DRAGONTS 'ISL-
AlD, For, these two yarns are wery minor Williamson, Both “ crammed
with incredible dialogue, unbelievable heroics, and pseudowscientific
gee=gews, they are outstandingly mediocre, Tl LEGION OF TIME concerns
itself with two possible worlds of the future, one good and one evil, A
young wan from our time becomes involved in their struggle, the fight of
sach world to become dominent, . Brave men and beautiful women are saved
on every othex page, The writing is/ florid aml old college cheers per=
vade the atmespliere, AFTER WORLD'S EID is another of the "one man ag
ainst the universe" series, Wnhile LEGION OF LILE may hold your interest,
AFTER WORLD'S il never could, Only recommended to diedein=the~Ww o o 1

- 3pace opera fans, whose jets have been thoroughly stripped,

ICEWORLD by Hal Clement (Gnome Press--216ppe~~$g, 50) Sed 2
. reviewed by HARLAN ELLISON

That competent practicioner of the:art of- altén characterization, a
‘ellow named Clement. has. once again . come up witk- a'pvesl irnovation in

»

ais asmeloxg list of ET delineations; .- Though I-feax+l mnst rate HINWEILD



(2 L. Sprague de Camp ._(-Tﬁa&m%apw%.%)
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considerably lower than his momumental NEEDLE and far,  far benecath the
¢lassical MISSION OF GRAVITY (which will, unquestioneblv,be seen in hard
covers shortly), still, his tale of the Serrian,Sallman Kenn, inhabitant
of & planet where his noxmal breathing habits fnclude a feir propsrilan
of suliur, has qualities ¢f innovation thet cannot be overinoked.
Perhaps this reviewer?s outlook is clouded over with visions of the
the alien's charcterization, Undoubtedly it gould have Leen better. And
there are gpots thaet would please even Gernsback in this yarn, for the
: science becomes top-~héavy and illm=too~obvious. Butb wiihawl, ths double
plots of the ‘alien narcotics ‘smugglers trading gold aad Hlatirum for no=-
thing less than Itofacco" ‘oni the, to them, Lreezing planet of Earvik, and
the sublily interwoven'story of Wing and Lis family, and sheir relaticas,
Sprigatly as they are, with the imlabitants of the Plonetv or Savr; make
for unusuval reading, if not completely satisfying, Tempramentsi.ees ,

s

w
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MODERK SC IilCis SYICTION; 'It‘é"iieanigg And Its Future edited by Reginal d
Bretnor (Coward-licCanm==294pp,==$3,75) :

.. Even in tle field of imaginative fiction, there are "off-trails" to
be explcred, and it has fgllen to6 Coward-licCanu o present the first real
symposium on ths genvey; with the definitinns and explanaiions of vwhat SF
is8 by leading writers -and- editors in ike field itselr.

Avd, being all writers or editors, each has his or her ovm axe to
grind, and are suvld, sometimes ioc much 50, ow the fact that the new im=
- g8inative fiction iz ibe end~dll of Fiction itgelf, 3ince we have, 8 0
f,a:;.lﬂ-sssrsa Camphell, - Asimov, and Breiner: shot our wad ia the line o f
ualuralistic writing, as tynified by aclay the only possible path to be
Tellowed .is that of the'unfettered imagination, To this I cen only say,
"Rubbighit :
Admitted, in the.last few vears, the bulk of ouw litersxry giants in
the field 'of naturalistic writing have been roaring and roaxying¥ over
the 'same barren ground, trying te draw forth some original substance,cv=
gn 80y it is sheer folly %e state % hat
11 other ferme of literature will  ccme
50 a dead end, completaly degenerate,and
leave th2 door wide open for the science
Cicsicnist. o
. Yhilip Wylie, one, of the.feow lerit=
wate literaries, points out. {that though
the atf writer bears an-acuturats snse of
= the stieniilic aspsctg.of.kig tale, h e
falls coapletely in adult .gcharacterizate
.ons and tierein lies the reason .-for his
Jordbiessnesy as a writer of tite litere
atura. . AN i
The remainder of the contributors-=
34l s¢ven of them-=appeared to k n o w
derecl they snoke, and trougn goestvined
sxioorent in their eiforta to - propound
Leir Canse, gave an cverall effect that

reviewed by E,J, BURDEN '

2lization of faniasy which we ally a t i’

various timesg, sheres. her :
. S loy pREr: . UGOOD HEAVENS! THIS WILL PUT

THE CONTIIENL IAKERS aad,other .tales by UsS OUT OF_BUS;HES&...."
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Those who have been reading Adfounding for the past few years are
already welleacquainted with that zZapy Tuiule presided over by *Viagsns
Interplanstarieg, the porentuliatic truvel agency and civilizing OIE0-
ization ruling (whetherxr thev will or ne) tae planets of the el Ay Lmi3r
the aominion of a Brazilign-ruled Tertn, :

This coliection does not iaclude the novels of that seriesy sucih ag
THy HAND OF ZEI, and is the weaksr oy that orission, since de Caup i s
decidadly better in the noveiette or full~iength noveli, There is & cerw
taln saseress of level to these storisse~-they lack that tongue~in=t h e
cheek gatireewcum-action which enlightesn the longer tales, Adequate hut
net as brilliant as the master of supposititious folk lore can be at his
best, (preceding review by ANDRE NORTOK)

SENTINBLS FROM SPACE by Eric Frank Russell (Bouregy & Curl-=256pp=$2,75)
reviewed by THURMON GARSTON

Picture a humanity twisted by years of exposure to cosmic radiation
till it has specialized itself into distinet mutated types, Piciturs a n
interplensdery battle being waged 8illently batween Floabers, Pyrotics...
telencrts Eyonoe.,.dozens of others, each capable of one weire idizsayne~
rasy taat puie them above fecble llan with his limited power; and David
‘avelly, a protagcniat of the most daghing sort, Add to that portrait =
subfle shade of sgusthing €188aas

- If youlye pictured that youtve laid the same groundwork the greateat
iclence Tiction writer of our day has laid in plotiing his finest nevel, -
ussell, the master that produced SINISTER BARRIER and DREADFUL SANCTU as
X, lf:.as‘here added a third to his unrelated gseries of “alien watcherg!-=-
ad in it brought to a Sparkling acme his multitudinous writing talents,

dLYING SAUCERS by Donald H, Menzel (Harvard U, Presse~319pps=~4,75)
' reviewed by E.J, Burden

bre Menzel has put forth a most erudite work on mirages,refraction,
and all patural phenomena, This book would be mdst interesting, were it
aot so repetitious; however, as it stands, it is highly informative, and
Lo thie student a valuable source of knowledge, since it presents t h e
d>ther gide of the oft-told "saucer story", ' ‘

But as to explaining the "saucers" I am soryxy I cannot accept Dr .,
lenzel’s glib answers which appear to this reviewer as a series of "ifs,"

Lf the air was Just so cold, and if the observer was standing just
'ight, and if the formation of the terrain was Just 8o, and if there was
- Gar travelling on just a certain road, and if there was a certain  ame
uni of moisture, and if the angle of his lights was precise, then w e
dght have a mirage and see a flying saucer,

1 repeat that I am sorry I cannot agree with Dr, Menzel,

!

.HbE BEST ¥ROM FANTASY AND SCIE;NCE FICTION, Second Series Editgd by An-
thony Boucher and J. Francis McComas (Little, Brown==270pp, =={33400)
o reviewed by HARLAN ELLISON

Flatly, here is the best of the bestest, Boucher and McComas have
lone science fiction many services in their three year stint at the helm
>f the most literate prozine in the field, But none greater than introe
lucing to those who missed last year's volume, who have not been indoct=

rinated with stf, 1 & i ¥ second tame of highegrade science fantasy.

Of the tales nerein included, I can find only five of the sightean,

~
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frankly, which I consider poory And even those are of such a marked and
superior high quality, that-dt is pointless. o  name them, You will be,
I'm certain, as pleesed-with the tales of John the balladesinger in THE
LESRICK ON YANDRO by Wellman, of that loathesome simian in JIZZILE b hg
John Wyndham, by- the horrible woman of HQLis IN THE MOON by Idris Sea=
br:.ght,_a.nd all the other -uonderfu.l,..thrilling, fascinating, and . often
terrifying characters running loose in this magnificent volume, Get ite

Rl N . - I
CHILDREN OF WONDER edited by William Temn (Simon. & Schusterew336pp,-$3) .
: e et iR § oy reviewed by ANDRE NORTON
A collection of twentywone stories ¢onoerning children either posae
es8ing unusual powers or of the futures-mostly demon children at that,
This is strictly a selection for adult reading=~nothing juvenile abou t
the book--mosgt of it strong meats: :: - _ ; ’ S LA
lir, Tenn leads off with.a. thoughteprovoking introduction  desling .
with children and imagination,. that should be required reading for the
- majority of adulis, He then Sswings. into seven divisions of. stories;
"Wild Talents® (modern children of superhiwnan talents), "The Child
( Possessed” (children.hostile to the adult world and doing something abe=
. out it), "The Stuff Of Dreams® (the awful power of Juvenile imagination),
"Berrer In The Nursery" (demonaic children}), "Alien Broth=rs" (children
of non-human rages), "Little Superman®, "What Wow?" (children of hom o
superiorj; end "In Times To.Come" (children of the. futurej, :
The: prevailing mood of the Yook .is: a dark and pesgimiatic ons, Most
of these brats are frankly horrifying creatures, For he includes such
- asbine~curliers ag THE WORDS OF GURUy BORN OF MMAN AND WOMAN, axud THE IDOL
¢ )F THE FLIES, - Frankly, this sghowld not be put: into: the hands of a haby=
sitter to read on the jobe=ehe or.she would flee screaping from the house,
‘ry Temn's-reaction to children seems to approach that held by Ray Brade
bury when he produced THE VELDT, Not in aly way & “nice" book, but one
sou can't put down until finished,. et : : , .

-

SHE DENOLISHED LN by Alfred Bester (Shastase250pp, Z=$5400) .
) _ : reviewed by HARLAN ELLISON

The possibilities of Ex{ra=Sensory Perception, and, more. specificas

1Yy mind-reading, have been .the topic for munerous works of various li=

- eraxy standing, and, it was pretty much .degided, the subject had _been
orked and re-worked till it was akin to an Artesian Well on the Sahara,
‘hesethat was until Alfred Bester, a most persricacious writer by any

*  tandards,; oame up with his yarn of Ben Reich, Lincoln Powsll, and the
ntire rest of a weird conglomeration of exotically fascinating,chara_,ct—
T8 in the most daring science-~mystery-fiction story of this or any other
‘earXs In a period of 365 .days marked by outstanding work from all ¢orne
rs of the stf field, THE DELOLISHED MAN stands forth as the best, There

-8 little doubt but that this will become one of the standard volumes of

-he science ficiion library of even the most nee of fans, It has,in the

hort time since its appearance, caused such. a tremor, that it seems safe

:0 compare its importance: favorably with that of Doc Smithls Lensman se=
/ies and van Vogtls SLAN, Voth cornerstones of axy stf library., Even the
re=wrliing which deleted the corrupton of persomal names and tightens the

Lotting immeasursbly can serve. to alter the fact that this storys with
‘ts contimally twisting plot (and subwplot) ((and sub~sub-plot)) is as

'ig a value as you'll ever get for your three bucksy To be blunt, and I

se the words’ of Esper Pewell, "Rebus, anyone?" In short, the book is so0

" ‘raught with social significangey :and such a puzzle...yet wholly enter-
A taining...you are a talking peeper if you don't snag onto & ooy 3oan,
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WEST OF THE SUN by Edgar Pangborn (Doubledgye=219pp,~=$2,75)
reviewed by ANDRE NORTON

¥ive intergalactic explorers, three men and two women, are Sshipe
wrecked on an earth-type planet eleven years! travel from Terras They
name the new world "Lucifer' amd. the planet proceeds to live up to that
morally embigfious name, = Two native races, the placid friendly white
giants who prefer solitude, and the pugnacious red pygmies who live bv a

gtrict matriarchal system, inhabit the forests and plains, The Terrans,

against their will, are drawn into a vicious pyemy way and their final
escape must mean also a camplete withdrawal, How this withdérzwal sffects
the explorers themselves, as well as the natives of both types who accome
pany them into voluntary exile, is the main theme of the book, :
The battle scenes, the epic retreat of the conquered pygmyv nation,
the Tinal showdown between one.way of life and another, are vivicdly and
realistically described, Where Pangborn fails is in bis inability to dew=
cide just what type of a book he is writing, His actiorn is cverlazid with
zoralizing, and both the action and the ‘message suffer by tlie improper
wixture, The end of the book is egpscially weak in this respect.
However, he has created an exciting picture of an alien world a n d
che first two~{ihirds of the book leave tlhe reader breathless with gheer
excitements If the desire to preach brotherly love (which has its rizce,
2ut nct served up in such large, cold slabs) had been curhed or hanlled
Wit more subilety, this would have been one of the big novels of t+t h e
vears Incidentally, it is the April choice of the new SF Book Club.

4O PLACE LIKE EARTH edited by Johw Carnell (Boardman & Son, Imtde,; Lone
lon, BEngland=-255pp,=~10 shillings 6 pense)

rovicwed by Li.Jd.. Duvden

Another anthology, this one from across the ocean, and significant,
a8 far as this reviewer can tell, in but one respect: the stories, al 1l
top-flight, are by English authors, However, if you were expecting dry
and staid pondrosity, typical of much British work, you did not contend
with the fact that each of these practicioners of the fine art of stf =ity
1a8 been writing for the American public¢ long enough that they have: ade
justed to o more pleasing tempo, Accelerated is the verb, 1 belicve,

Ihe anthology is edited by JohA Carnell, editor of England's fin e
EW WORLDS magazine, and contains ten stories, following no specific ide
8 pattern, as has been. the recexnt trend, Hany of them have been pube
.ished in American magazines, either original ox repriat,.

Suoh topedrawed authors as Arthur Clarke, John Wyndliam, Peter Phile
ips, J.T. H'Intoshy, John Chzistovher and John Beynon range theiy tales
n a sufficiently pleasing buffet, dealing with such varied topics a 8
he last people alive in THE TWO SHADOWS by Willism F. Tenple, problemw
0iving vegetation in CHEMICAL PLAN* by Ian Williamson and cast away in
ime as well as space in. the story CASTAUAY by George Vhitley.

A pleasing anthology, but nothing to do nip=ups over, methinks,

NG ARCUND THE SUN by Clifford D, Simak (Simon & Schus ter-=242pp= $2.75)
' reviewed by THURLON GARSTON

It is ammoying to think that a man of the geniusecalibre of Simalk,
arning out as below-par a novel as this, RING is decidedly persiflage,
ne conzept of multiple worlds, eagh one just.a "toy top's spint® away is
0v a nsw ong, bau yoa'd think that with Simak's talent there would b2 a
wist or two introduced. Unfortunately, the chronicle of Jay Vickers, a
“iagularly poox delineated charaster, by the way, prampts litile but yawna,



a bright new author tells
a tale 8o characteristice~
of children,....and aliens!

BILL DOMMELLYS
UEE e g

illustration by Michael Frazier

THE ROCKET SHIP LAY ON its side in the sand box, A few of the mewbers
of the crew, repulsive slug=like creatures, were analysing the mineral
content of the sand., They were completely unprepared,

The children came rumning around the corner of the house, They stopped
when they saw the sleek, silver rocket in the sand box, They held a
noisy council, TFinally one approached the box, "Hey," he said, h i s
voice muted with awe, “therets a bunch of little worms in there," T he
others came and looked,

The orew of the rocket did not detect their coming,

"What!ll we do with them?" asked one, "Kill themi" the others ochorused.
They connected the garden hose, and brought the nozzle as close as they
dared, The water, of course, killed the aliens,

The children scooped up the dead creatures with a rusty sand shovel and
gave them an ignominious burial in a garbage can, The rocket ship fole
lowed soon; it had been the subject of a brief debate as to ownership,
e loser of which had accidently smashed it with a stone, Its delice=
ate workings mixed shortly thereafter with potato peelings and stale
beans, >

The children soon abandoned the sand box; they had found a robints .imat
full of delicate blue eggs with which to playe



&rt by UEAN A, GRENNEIL
" TaUis

We're somewhat at a. loss to ex-
rlain the deluge of inquiries about
centaurs this time, They have been
the subject of 146 questions at the

moment of this writing, So wefll try
to answer as many as space permita,

Where do ocentaurs come fromg O-

riginally, from the Centaurus By 8=

tems, where they run wildeeand we do

mean wild-=on both alpha~-Cen tayrus

1V, or Pimlikko as its called on the

charts, and beta~Centaurus VII (Eya
Leeh).

Your common, or garden=variety
centaur is properly termed an alpha
centaur and comes from Pimlikko,These
have a human format to about +t h e
glu mediug and are definitely ew
quine from their back to the fetlock,
First recorded mention of thenm is in
the poems of the Gigantomachia b y
Pergamus, IThey are also mea Loned. by
Pindar and Momer, Bui a drawing of
a centaur, as we know it today, was
used by the Phoenicians to cenote the
constellation Sagittarius as eaxly as
the 11th century, B,C,

An old Pompeian painting shows
the centaur Chiron with cloven hoofs
although most authorities agree that
the alpha=centaur belongs to t ha t
branch of the ungulates whose hooves
are not bifurcated. Probably it was

not drawn from life and the aptist -

added this detail in the belief that
there was some commection between the
centaur and the satyr, Since satyrs
are half=goat (usually the bottom
half), their hooves are cloven,

00 YU
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a column of spurious reconditeness
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FOR YOUR INEBRIATION by Dean A, Grennell (contimied) T

A word of reassurance to Miss B,P,T, of Mugkegou~~No, the female
of the species no longer folluws the Cretlan-bBalinese custom as' regards
to pectoral habiliments, We understand that both Jantzen and Cole o f
California have tesms of engincers on Pimlikko designing swim=~suits for
centaurs, No small task,. that, _

Hxrse Wehs Pholvs, ITouisville, Kyv,3 Suggest you try putting chlor-
ophyllin in your husbaudts oats or else persuade him to mingle  with a
horsey set where it won't be so noticeable, Sorry---we cantt mention
the title ?f your forthcoming book here, but welre definitely going to
get a copy :

Mr, D,W,B, of Minnespoliss No, you should definitely build a stae
ble---and in your locale, you should provide for heating, Neither . o f
the places you suggest would be suiteble, They are ‘notoriously hard to
housebreak and the special plumbing would ruin yYou financially, But let
us know how you come out, eh? :

Tourists are cautioned against visiting Pimlikko during the period
of special activity on the part of the natives, Exact reasons canmot be
given here, but your travel-agent will be glad to explain; or see THE
ANIMAL CRACKER PLOT by L. Sprague de Camp (ASF July '49, p, 67=84).

The other type of centaur ;
is very rarely sesen here--only /\W @
four specirens being listed in '
the 1953 Horse~Breeder's Gaz-
ette, This is largely due to
the freakish twist of t h e
sépace-warp which prevents opew
ation of the Terra-Hya Leeh
matter transmitter except dure
ing the neap cycle of Waitsune
tide, Beeides, there is a rie
gidly-enforced immigration
quota.

The Beta=Centaur is the
precise reverse of the Alpha,
as described previously, They
have a conventional horse's d€ah
head, forelegs and thorax fus= grénnell
ually piebald or pinto) coup- THE  OTHER
led to a human-type transmis-
sion and landingegear., T h e
nether extremity is excaudate
and hairless. In the free state, they favor a warm temperate to tropic-~
al climate,

The only mention of the beta~centaur is to be found in Vedic mythe
ology as the Kinnarg-~a class of spirits who were followers of Kubera, as
were the Kimpurusgha (the Hindu term for the alpha=centaur), The Kinnara,
however, were notv true beta-centaurs as we know them today, but had a
wan's complete body with a horse's head, This gave them the appearance
of a strolling Shakespearian player made-up to play Bottom in Ilidsummer
Vight's Dream~-only more horsey than assey, if you know what we mean,

Chief employment of betam~centaurs today is in the alcoholic werds of
mental institutions as a last resort, When other treatments fail, a beta
centanr is sent in to canter around the patient's bed for afew fast
laps, This either the alcoholic to foreswear the stuff for all time, or
drives him into an advanced case of schizoid plutomania with a side=-ord-
er of dementia praecox, which then responus readily to the conventional
course of Anasdc treatments, |

For fupther data, see page 15 of the June=July AMAZING STORTES and
WILD HALF~-ANIIMALS I HAVE KNOWN by Robert Bloch, -

And now to the rest of the guestions:

Sz

VARIETY



54 FOR YOUR INCAPACITATION by Dean A, Grennell (continued)

Qe CAN YQU GIVE ME THE LAST WORDS OF SEAN O'GRONNELL, THE IRISH PATEIOT?

-~Alox Logruder, Ft, Steektom, Texasy

Ae O'Greemell, who wms banged for hig part ip the Laster Rebellion, ade

dressed his last words to his executioner, a lir, Snedric Poule o f

Lower Epiglottis-On-The-Borborygmous_.v Cornwall, They were, "Bad Cess to
you, Mister Poulelt . —

Qe DOES [HE SPEARMINT REALLY LOSE ‘ITS FLAVOR OF THE BEDPOST OVERNIGHT?
; ==Joel Nydahl, Marquette, liichigan
Ay Not if previously dipped in varnish, cut halfe-and-half with fish-glue,

4o CARE TO JOIN ME IN A SHORT BEER9 ~=Wayne licAlpin, Corinth, Miss,
As Mercy no~-gan't swim} 7

Qe WHAT IS SULPHONIC ALDEHYDE OF MOLYBDENUM AND WHERE DO TEEY GET T H E
STUFE? : .~=Roderiq 0'Glonski, Woolworth 5. Tenn.
5o A, Sulphonic aldehyde of molybdermum (called

"SAM" for short) is a wery non-frangibl e
substance with which they face the hammers
and anvils used in smashing atoms, It is
dug out of SAM mines, :

Qe IS THERE ANY BIRD WHICH CAN FLY STRATGHT UP?

=-Jomes U, Wells, Mendota. Illinois.

A, Yes, the Venusian Weeber has this ability.

It can also hover for extended periods of
time. See illustration to left.

Q. MARY, MARY, QUITE BINARY, HOWDO Y O U R
STOCKINGS RUN?  --Melvin Goombah, NYG,NY

Ao Being of Chinese descent, my stockings run
from left to right,

Q. HOW IN BLUE TUMKET DO I GET OUT OF HERE?
can hover of fly straiht -=Robert Bloch, IMilwaukie, Oregon

up As Down the corridor, third door to your left,
Mind the first step though--it's 32 stor-
ies with a surprise ending,

Qe HOW DO YOU GO ABOUT WRITING THIS COLUMMN?
. -=Morbid Lee Curious, Lima, O,

A, Reluctantly,

Qe 1Y THERE ARE THREE IN SEVEN, THEN WHYFOR ART THOU? ROMEO?
==Dick Clarkson, Yale Univérsity
A, Unicycles, singe lung~fish have no sleeves, How brown thou frown,
" stout lout! .

Qs HOW MANY EGGS DAGES A FLOUNDER PRODUCE AT O TIME?
' ~=-Norman G, Browne, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
A, That depends on the gender of the flounder,

Qe WHAT DOES MARILYN HONROE WEAR TO BRD? --J, DiMaggio, NYC, NY

Qo -WHAL DOSS LICKD CHEALLE LTASUE LIKE?--Bill Dignin, Cleveland,12,Chio.
A. Never tried it, but I understand it's sort of like cold frottle g
greaps, onLy more S0, _
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WHY IS IS? ~&Bill Dignin, Cleveland 12, Ohio.
bue to the whichness of the why.

GIURMKI SLEGRT JGU? | -=Bill Dignin, Cleveland 12, Ohio.
Mortu kepi, ertok flage! (Especially on Wednesdays, )

WHAT WILL BE THE OVERALL EXFECT OF SC IENCE
FICTION PLUS UPON FANDOM AS A GROUP?

~=Gruge Cornshock, NYC,
Soporific,

DO YOU THINK LUCKY STRIKE GREEN WILL EVER
GET BACK Fr({ THE WAR?

--Arthur Gadfly, 7% Colbee's Restaurant,NYC
Careful, chwn--that question dates you! No
it doesn't seem likely, But here's hoping
fucky Strike White never has to go!

WHAT IS ECTOPLASM?

==Kudzu Okepul, Hokkeido, Japan.
Botoplasm is 60% gray neutral spirits. See
illustration to right, ’

DO YOU MIND IF I SMQOKE?
~~iteorgi lalenkov, Kremlin, Moscow,
Frankly--we don't. care if you burn!

DO YOU EVER THINK WE'LL MEET THOMAS C, PACE? ECTOPLASM ON Ti& HOOF
~="Anxious", no address given,
See page 162, this issue, ' ‘

WILL YOU SETTLE A BET FOr US? MY FRIEND SAYS I'M CRAZY AND I SAY
HE'S CRAZY, WHO WINS? - - ' ' '

-=-lapoleon Bonaparte & Julius Ceaser, Bellevue,
This.is obviously a matter for an aliermist, But I'1l be glad to hald
stakes, '

- HOW LARGE IS THE UNIVERSE? ' -~-Harlan Ellison, Esseffbee, Ohio.

First issue ran 128 pages, not counting the covers.,

HOW DO YOU SPELL “ANTIDISESTABLISHMENTARIANISHLO # , :
_ : : ~«Harl Eller, Cleveland, Ohio.
I avoids ite=try "cranky",....

1¥ I WENL BACK IN TIME AND KILIED MY GREAT=~GREAT=GRANDFATHER, WHA T
WOULD HAPPEN TO THE SALES OF HALIBUT IN SWEDENY?

~=lfilton Mishigina, Upper Fleshpot, Tasmania.
A positive answer is difficult, however, I believe it would tirow the
warket into a panic, forcing King Gustav to sweden the kitty, jus t
for the ahlibut, of course,.,.besides, what did the old boy ever do
to you? .

EDITORIAL NOTATLION: Dr, Lei, well=-known Hawaiineborn rocket expert and
-authority on safe-cracking and advanced herpatology at Poupon Usp West
Poupen, Wiscounsin, is direly in need of your questions, Please send as
wary ag you ghoose (on any s-f or related subject), though only five to
a prstoard, please, to: SCIENCE FANTASY BULLETIN, Harlan Ellisong editar,
12701 Shoker Bivd,, Apt. i#616, Cleveland 20, Qhio and we will Forward
‘then to Dean A, Gremmell, who is, as you know, Johmuny Lei. Do itd .. b=
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AND EDITORS? WELL...!.

OVER TEN YEARS AGO, JOHN W, Campbell summed it all up better than I can,
"Science fiction readers," he told me with & grin that made it seem g

Jjoke, "are somewhat tetched. Sclence fiction writers are obviously cras=
z2ys &And science fiction editors? Well,,. v

At that time, he'd already taught me a lot of things writers wusually
spend years learning, I considered him then=-and still do consider him
-=~the greatest editor in the Specialized magazine field, But how was I
supposed to kuow that he had just uttered his most profound cbservation
on life? So instead of going home and engraving the last few words on
my browy I emiled and simply added it to the 1ist of clever quips.

Ah well, I'm an older and a sadder man, gentlemen, I now take my fing-
ers in hand--each with its private canc, of course--shove aside the tean
stained beard of fading white, and do penange make hereby unto the pas=-
sive bosom of ye faithfulle Groma typewriter, An' by gum, if this ain't
the arteekle I was a~-goin! to write, it's all in the deevelopments,b'ys,

To come to the point, or somewhere near it (sounds of heralds tootling
tootlepipes, 130 decibels) as slowly as I can, I now rise and trip over
7 beard to request: Friends, Nomans, and Ackermann, lend me your ears!
(Pake six ears, braise well, add choppec--woopsi) Aw, hell, boys, ¥you
probably kunow Dy now that Itve finally 4pken Cowpbellls advice to heart,
and tbat I'm not a science fiction editor ayy more., In fact, some of
you wrote me to tell me So quite a while ago, but we won't go into that
Arynow, it's official now, I never heard what ex~science-fiction edit-
ors were-=though you can guess from the agbove-~but I'm it,

St BT —
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* Now, looking back on:it from a neutral corner, I can say with the
li:tlet'goytwh% felliigto the - cenent mixer--it was an experience! And one
not without its enviable pe ; i -
er editor who ever edited%:oag'mgggiizfeéni I?:t aﬁélw;_ Can you name onaoth
er appeared? Can you name one who edited 80 many
magazines thalt came out monthly every three months?
Or one who had simultaneously so many different
nemes under which he editedp - '

4nd in all seriousness, I suspect I ‘learned

more in the past fifteen months than in any other
five years in science fiction, - e
The whole affair was an accident, I dropped.
ip to see a brand new publisher to sell him & h.e. .
outline of a story (which was sold to him, ingide
zntally, before I became editor; thus cagdidming '
viay “"Pursuit" was in the first issue of SPACE), I .
~ound him campletely snowed-under in mamscri . ‘o
awnd with no experience in either the science fiot-
.on field or even the straight fiction "magazine ,
- <ield.s So I wasted a day trying to tell him what
« good science fiction story is, as best such a
thing can be told, ' The result was that I suddenly
found myself in the middle as editor, - ¢t

Simple enough--a part-time job, no trouble at

1le Have fun, make money, be an editor, All of
.. Budden, look at all the friends who ge e Xotly

~loved me all along. Why, doggone it, somé e ven

© .ent to the trouble of digging up stories theytd
;ever been willing to show generally; but to a man
L my discerning taste...! And just because there
tere about six hundred manuscripts on my desk when
. first went there, I'd read their story at once,
vouldn't I? You know, be a-pity to have it g e t
jost among all those others,.,

As I sald, it was.an -experience, Forrest J,
’,'xperie,nce, to add to it, The first ten pounds of
sckerman scripts arrived at-uy previous  personal
iddress, The next twenty came to the office,along
with a note wondering why I wasn't at the address,
where I didn't live, .and telling me I was forgive
en, People are 80 pice to editors (for a time),
and then cawe the delure, Ackerman scripts to the
right, to the left, airmail, special delivery--eve
vn from other editors wio .told me they'd been ine
structed to pass 'em on, and would I please 8end
over she truck, That men had more manuscripig,.,}
it's educational, just w find how maxy peopl e
write science fiction; if a tenth of them w ould
read 1t, the magazines would get rich! it

. It's also educationsl meeing the history o f
writing reflected in some of them, The papyrus, the
velum, that beautiful illumination, ‘here was one
I wanted %o keep; probably a fina acience fiation
stoxry, but I gueds it must have been in upper MaTe .~ Xo Tl |
tian, It began with something ebout “Umaig gad.lla “iff -
in tres partes divisa esi," and had a Bigonture -
that looked something like Jules Geezer,

The publisher took a look at wnat we  ealled
our West Coaat Agent Tsble and remarked that the
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supply obviously exceeded demand, and why was 1 kidding him tha.!'. we had
to pay so much for ‘scripts? I tried to explain things, suggesting he
read some of them, while I frantically hunted out and concealed t h e
accompanying letter that told me any price I wanted to pay was o© kKawn
But somehow, from then on, there was always a bitter look in the pub-
lishert's eyes when I suggested premium prices (as we defined them).

But somehow, we got out a magazine, Then we got together ancther,
which was the first issue of ROCKET STORIES, That's so rare now that

has a copy. I suppose the fact that we never sent it to t h e
printers has something to do with its rarity, We decided to bring out
a detective magazine and a fantasy magazine, instead, Ackerman heard
about the fantasy. I guess he misread it, After all, frenesy might
look a little the same, So I got frenetic submissions, I don't know
what I'd have done without those little jokes he threw in by .himsalf,
Who was that ghost I seen you:with? That wag no ghost, that was alivel
I often wonder if the others were as good, but somehow I was out sick
three weeks after that, and in no mood for such levity when I retimed,

I moved out of the little editorial room I had, and we labeiled it
the West Coast Agent Annex, DNever did get the detective magazine made
up, but otherwise working in the hall wasn!t too bad. We put together
a fantasy megazine with almost no trouble, except when the marmuscripts
got lost (writers need more typing practice, auyhow), or when the pub-
lisher told me I had a great magazine there, but why didn't I take out
those things I was running over the fillers and replace them with some=-
thing else, And by the way, het!d decided to do SCIENCE FICTION ADVEN-
TURES first, so would I bring it in tomorrow?

But he was nice about it, 1'd been complaining that I needed an
assistant, so he let me hire Philip St, John, I never met the man,my-
self, but people insist he looks just like me, so I figured he could
wear the same suit of armor I wore when the mailman canme,

Somehow, I took time off to go to the Convention, It was worth
ity I regkon, Ackermen met me and told me he still loved me, t hough
why didnft I buy his mamvscripts? I tried to tell him I had to r ead
before buying, and he looked shocked and annoyed, For a &econd, I
thought he was unhappy. But finally he nodded, and suggested I read
them at once, then, since he had sent them in before arnyone else,

Fair is fair, and anyone who's seen Ackerman knows that he's a
very fair man, ©So what could I do? I started reading them, But just
a8 1 began, the mailman came stomping in to announce that it had happ-
ened again, and why the heck didn't I do something, and would I get a
crew downstairs to haul 'em up? ‘I guessed at once who'd sent me more
stories, and I was go right, . -

So the publisher decided we'd better get new and larger quarters.
Moving is such fun, Always full of such delightful surprises, Just
think of the excitement of lifting a box of returned Photo Arts magaz-
ines to find unexpected manuscripts under it! Or think of the joyful
reunion when you find the mamuscripts you had mailed back turning u p
in a file drawer---

Charles Lye was hired to bring out ROCKEL STORIES, I always
thought he was my friend, too=~but he up and quit after only a month,
0f course, I'd offered him a chance to look over our West Coast Agency
Building, but I don't really think that had amything to do with it. I=-
've always susvected him of being chickern, and his turning to a soft
job doing overtime typing a mere twenty houra a day can't be entirely
excuczed by the fact that held spreined his baekl

3o I hired Wade Kaempfaxs to help me edi®t ROCKET~-and oddly, I've
never met hin either, But I'm asszured asz looks just like me, sSo he de=
served the job,

SPACE and SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES had goue mouthly, of oocurse,
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80 I bought serials for them, The Post 0ffice took a very-snide atti-
tide, I've always thought, in wondering why we brought ous ‘&- - monthly
magazine every eight or Jpine weeks, Obviously, they don't uiderstand
publishing, My publisher made it all very plain to me..,somefning ab-
out inatilling confidence in readers...at least it had someinning to do
with selling more copies by printing less...or=-oh, darn ity©I never
was good at this stuff, Go ask Sam liines,

Ayhow, I drafted my wife and a good friend named Algis Budrys- to
hekp, and we got cuv the Ackerman mamuscripts, We had to, since it be-
gan to looX as il ne'd changed his mind about moving East and didn't
want to usz ths Vees Coost Agengy Development wetd talked the city into
building for ihe surplus, I understand that the price-of paper wentup

ter I bought enough envelopes to carry the scripts, - Which reminds me
that Itve got to check up on what caused the envelope shortage o u t
west, anyhow, . :

<he rumors that my wife.left me are untrue, It's true that Budrys
gave up editing imsediately afterwards, but ghe came back the thir d
time, too, after I promised never to mention a certain name again,

Still, I wasn't sore at anyvone, I wrote a nice accompanying let-
ter to prove it, I explained that T fouml at least one promising script
for each 25 in the 8lush, and an even better pexcentage Fiom other age-
ents; it wasn't prejudics, but slwply time. t2at would wake it impose
sible for me to read another few miilion words without finding amr-thing
to interest me, I realized it was mice of him-to send me a noveleite
that had previously been subwmitied by another agent in full b o ‘b k
dength, but I unfortunately got horx»itly confused by the situation,and
auyiow, it hadn't saved me time-=as I'm sure he -meant, I even said it
wasn't a case of closing the market to hime=just that I couldn't read
everything personally, and so one 1 told hiinm'my opinion of running re-
Prinis es originals, even if the readers might not know it, in spite of
his kind suggosition,

Untortunutely, I never heard from him directly again, (Aside to
other editors: The secret is for sale, but oaly to the highest bidder!)
Sut aiter a few more weeks of reading about how he was going to Wrtug
pressure to bear (I always thought bear-preseing was an almosec forgote
ten spoxrts last man I know who tried hugging a bear wound up as g mane-
skin rug), I saw by the FANTASY~TIMES that hetd gotten the e c2iptw
back, Somebody called lr, Science Fiction wrote it upe I hope t hat
part of the column was true, at least,

My publisher wanted to sue, for a time, after hearing from a mume
ber of scurces that a West Coast Agent was circulating rumors that we
aidn't pay, But this all cleared up, ‘I knew it couldn:t be Ackerman,
since he'd still be busy sorting mail, Anyhowy if it were, the rumors
would be true to the best of nis knowledge. We'ld never paid him, 2
suppose that was because we didn't buy anything from him, but one ‘has
to be fair about things,

Well, things quieted down then, There was almost nothing to &a.
There were only four magazines coming out, two in the works, and three
others being discussed and prepared, Ziff-Davis didn't like our using
the word "Fantasy', which I leara€d was their exclusive property, he= "
cause they were the only ones with wit enough to discover the adjective
foxdagbic in the dictionary, Naturally, since no one else had e ver
usel ayything like it, we ghanged witle and logo; though since w e
weren'!t publishing Spillane gtocies, and since our detective title was
PRIVATE EYE, it shouldn't have caused too mch confusion, C olumbia
Pullications decided that the fteim “Sgience Iiction® belonged to them,
after Gerngback got back in the field by adding a single-cross. to the
name, and threatened suit, 2 ;
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But I guess it was too placid. So early this summer, when things
were so dead we were only thinking of bringing ocut a few quarterlies
once a year, I quit. ]

Under the logic of publishing, of course, this meant that I imme-
diately got better rates for the magazines and myself, Also, I wa s
finally permitted to suggest again that I didn't really want to do ROC-
KET STORIES while the publisher had a perfectly good editor in the of-
fice who might like it, (Harry Harrison, as an old s~f reader and vzie
ter, was naturally hired to do a seawstory magazine, )

But even then, it was dull, The publisher did all he could t o
help, He'd agreed to give me fewer magazines, 80 I could concentrate
better, But seecing me in the office only four doys a week inavead of
five, he realized things were going stale, It was obvious I was aleep~-
ing twice a week, Writing a few books, articles, and other things on
assigmment wasn't enough, So he decided we'd vut out a companion ¢ o
SC LuNCE FICTION ADVENTURES, a top-quality 50z magazine, and didntt I
think there should be g couple more like ROCKXET, and where was the Pro=-
spectus for another fantasy magazine complete with title%

. &ven that didn't work, He checked nver his buaget and decided
that the trouble was that I was paying too much foy gtories,which made
it easy to get material, and took the zest ouip of things., S0 he decie
ded to cut the budgets on all, reduce the art budget, go to three~coior
covers, and have Milton Berwin do most of ths ingide illustratiocns, He
had been looking at some of the new magazines coming out, and had de-
ci%ed weld have to make the outs in order to raise our standards to come
Pete,

I tried to perk up, I dug up figures which gshowed that the diffe-
erence between top quality prices and mediocre ones was only sbout Tive
bundred dollars per issue; and that 2500 copies extra sold would p ay
for this, plus a slight bprofit. I even considered arguing that writers
bave to eate=but on this, I knew that tradiiion was too strongly against
me, Besides, whenever people have asked me why I thought I had s xiznt
to eat, I've never had a good answer, And when I thought o#f some other
writers who willfully and maliciously submit stories to top makess aad
make it toughexr for me to gell my stories,,, Well, I knew my henrt wage
n't in it, S0 I quite. I stayed out of the office for %k e e
weeks afler telling him Itd quit, And you know what he did? He d&cided
I had quit, and that it was time to get a new editor. So as of t h e
present moment, Harry Harrison is somewhat busy, I figure it iike
this, If fans are tetched, writers Ccrazy, and editors--welil.....then
think of the advantage I've.got, I'm tetched~crazy-huh! And with a
winning personality like that, I should get rich,

And I heartily recomuend that everyone go out and try the same.In
a way all its own, ediling a new, struggling magazine in g glutted more
ket is fun, XNditing x~number of them must be more fun, And there's no
egNen vay o f
reaching t h e
Bame degree o f
incoherence,You
see what I mean
w=0r if Yy o u
don't, from all
the above, then

maintaing the
current bude
get, I'm still
editing FANe
TASY FICTION,
Editorg, as
John W, Caue=

you're qualified pbe_all rightly
to be an editor, said, are---
yourself, well]! And
Incidentally, not only th.a.t
at the moment , ~=theytlrs in=
and subject to curabhle!
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fOU SHOULD LIYE §$O LONG!
BY NOREEN KANE FALASCA

Some sweet' day before I die,
Some sweet day in the by'and by,
I'11 be walking down the street
wWhen a friend or neighbor I'll chance to meet,
Tucked away beneath my arm,
Cut of sight of the world'a glarm,
Will be an SF book from Frederick Fell
Or a zine with a cover by Bonestell,.
And the friend I meet won't say to me
In a scornful voice all full of glee,
"what! 7You mean to say you read that junk?
"I tried it once and found it punk,
“It's only for kids, or morons or jerks
"Or people with strangely mental quirks,
"If you read that you're soft in the head,
“Besides, when it happens,you'll be
dead}®
No, he won't say these words to me,..

If I can only last till five thousand 2. B

Of Science Fiction Writers — John L. Magnus

They weave the golden yarn of time
On treasured looms of thought

To make the precious gloth of wonder,..
lidigod! VWhat hath God wrought?
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It gives us great pleasure to be able to say that
ad space in SFBULLEYTIN is now at a premiunm, We
will, henceforth, have a maximum of five pages of rates
ads, and no more will be accepted after the quota @
has been filled each issue, Any others will be a ¥1.50 full

hold-over till the following issue, so if you are page

anxious to share in the proTits SFBads bring, may «75 half

we humbly suggest you noie our new ad rates an d bage \\\
get with it, Closing date for ads for Convention B smaller adsl

—isgue is around _AUGUST FIRsT,

"MARTIAN TRADER....."

A fanzine which is devoted to, among other things, the buying, selling
and trading of fantaptic magozines, books, etec, Distributed to an
gbsolute minimum of 500 people all over the world, the ad rates a re:
ple E0~~full page $:75==half page $e50 4 page and
smaller ads, Our subscription rates are as follows: -
6 for 50g 12 for §$1,00 complimentary copy 10¢

WANTED; WILL PAY CASH FOR THE FOLLOWING WANTEDs

Articles on or about science fiction and/or fantasy by known or wkiows
fans or writers for a special Convention Tssue of my fanzine---MARTIAN
IRALER, Send mamscripts and I will return as soon as possible with an
offer, Return postage is not necessary. Ixamples: biographies of fame
ous science fiction or fantasy authors, studies of science fiction or
fantasy types, lists of compiled works of well-known authore, eto,
Stories by known or unknown fans or writers, Same conditions as
above., Poetry by known or unknown fans or writers. Same conditions,
Artwork: would like axrtist preferably experienced to work on a
cover for special Convention Issue, Send sample of work, Same condie-
tions, All of the above must be of a fantastic nature, Reprints
welconed,

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES;

1 have over 1,000 magazines in my collection which I am going to
dispose of, Send me your want lists end I will reply immediately. O
subscribe to the MARTIAN TRADER and find hundreds of bargaing, A ls o
many fantasy and/or science fiction books, ACT NOW!

Send all requests, mamuscripts, and/or subscriptions tos
Thomas Carrigan

179 Sydney Street
Dorchester 25, Mass,

WE APPRECIATE ANY MENTION OF SHEBULLETIN WHEI YOU ANSWER OUR ADVERTSELY
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transportation: licensed
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against accidents Twenty-

four hours a day. ALL
accidents are covered...

DON'T TAKE A TRIP

Trip Accident

BROKER -

39 WEST 52ND STREET
NEwW YOrRkK 19, NEwW YORk

Never go places without
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ywhere in the world.
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unless you have

35,000 Death and Dismiemberment Benefit

Insurance 250 Accident Medical Expense Benefit
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$1.250 Accident Medical Expense Benefit
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MAGAZINES FOR SALE

PAID ADVERTISEMENTS (contimed)

*++WRITE TO VEE HAMPTON....4245 ALCOTT,,DENVER,COL,

SEACE 58 RUCTIALIONS30¢  GALAY~30¢ SF
Nov52=25 Juldg 93  May52 0vd 5 26¢ ?ﬁ@m,
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PAID ADVERTISEMENTS (contimuad) &

~TERR SDEITE FATRY A

We really are hustlers, Wetre trying to seil you
an article, and if you haven't seen it, you're really
missing something, Our product is the best available
professional and amateur Sgience Fiction material.,
Just for the sake of convention, ‘we adopted the brand
name of IESTINY, TALES OF SCIENCE AND FANTASY.

We aren't offering you inferior material, only
the best, We aren't offering you that much promised,
Yong=-shotetosend=all=one shots," But we do promise to

wat .. “showoase" the material in the best possible light, Our
cartoon by photo=offset process makes many effects possible i n
DIGNIN LESTINY that camnot be achieved with any other print-
- ing medium., Our digestesized format is easy to handle

end presents a most striking appearance, b,

A listing of the more impressive storieg and articles in £ h e
past, and for future issues should convince You that you should be a
subscriber to DESTINY, As tantalizing balt, we offer you scme of the
nemes from DESTINY; Hannes Bok, Willy Ley, Don Day, Artlur G Clzke,
Fritz Leiber, Robert Bloch, Ralph Rayburn Phillips, ¥,H. E c onemou,
August Derleth, Walter 1i, Miller, Jr., Vernell Corriell, Lloyd Arthm
Eghbach, David H. Keller, Ed-Wood, Sam Moskowitz, George ‘Wetzely, Robe
or$ Johnson ot Frecl I, Whipple, Regular features are WHOTS UHO IN
S«F, for general information, end WHY CONQUER SPACE? for the "rocket®
enthusiast and space-station sonstructors, : :

I1f this doesn't convince you that you are missing something by
not subscribing to DESTINY, we do not know what would do the trick.
Qur ismue #8 is now being mailed, - No, 9 will be the Philadelphia
" Convention issue, featuring a much needed reprimand to those who re=
ceive amateur publications, negleot to acknowledge receipt of same,
and have the oversight not to plug them in their larger oirculation
mediums, Enough said?

In advent that you are not as yet convinced, we suggest that you
send 25 for a sample copy to either of the addresses below, Be sure
to state which issue you want, as there are N0 copies available ¢ f
. Four copy subsoriptions are only $1,00, Please do not make your
checks payable to IESTINY; make them payable to one of the editors,

For the information of possible advertigers, please contaot u s
for ad-rates, Our circulation is 500 and our rates are more t han
reasonable, We feature classified ada for the tradereon~a=small-bude~
get at 2b¢ per column inch, - Our "ghowcase" polioy offers much
to the ameteur author, artisty poet or article writer, we encourage
You to gend us your material, send moneys t0s

Malcolm Willits sy _ Earl Kemp
11848 SE Powell Blvd, [)E ST | NY 3477 N, Claxk St.
Portland 66, Oregon Chicago 13, Ill,

SCRIBERS CANNOT E TO KEEP SFB IN THE BLACK~==USE QUR ADS AND
F HELP YOUR FAV MAGAZINE CQMING!
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@ﬁuﬂ@u“ vxs’.wmmn FOR wwe ?ﬁﬂ ﬂ@ RQ

THE FANZINE THAT WILL CONTAIN NOTHING BUT

Fillewrl?

ITEMS should be short, with the line limit set at around five lin e s,
Longer items that are exceptional will be vublighed so don't hold back
axytaing that you think we might be interested in because of length,

LTEKS must be accompanied, wherever possibley by the author's name and
source. Pick up as many items as you can from fanzines and corresponds-
ence, but tell us in each sape who wrote it and in what medium it appe
¢ared, Use following format for listing of byline: -

Item 142; Dave. Kyle, sticking his nose contimiously into a copy of
SFBy "I like to smell 3 fanzine~-~and some of them really d o
gmell,,," : - Dave Kyle:; MidwWestCon #3.

LITEMS should be fairly clean in thought content and not necessarily of
a fanmish or humorous nature though those types are desired, If youare
in the least in doub%, send the items in and we will gladly tell y ou
which ones we can use and which ones we cantt,

CONIRIBUTORS having 12 or more items accepted will receive a free copy
of- the magazine when it is issued, All itews, wherever possible, will
be bylined, so contributors originating their own items will neceive
lots and lots of egoboo,

SEND all material to Norman G, Browne, 13906 = 101A Avernue,
Edmontén, Alberta, Canada,

S O e T P P S R 1 P R

#oe Hoffmen, Joel Nydahl, Hal Shapiro, Harlan Ellison, Gregg GolUsing,
“whert Blooh, Neil Blum, Sam Mines, Walt Kelly, HMilton Berle, Panl Cox,
f2i% Willis, Bill Dignin, Marion Cox, Redd Boggs, Dauve Ish, Rich FHisher-
Ve Dean A, Grennell, Bill Vensble, Audie Muxphy, Bod Hope, Dick Ryan,
’andall Garrett, Dave Kyle, Evelyn Gold, Bob Silveiberg, Oscar Wilde,
3UC., etCs, etc,, etc,, and morell!

\LL these people will have material in FILLER}
"ILLER will eontain over 450 itemsi
FILLER will be a massive 48 standard size pages in bulk}
FILLER will have a photo~offset cover by Jack Harness}

ummwxmomywmzw-zw-z5¢-2'5;z-25¢-25¢-25¢-25¢

Noxrman G, Erowre Art Wesley

Jrder now from either of its coweditorss 13908 = 1ClA Ave, ;| 402 laple
: Edinonton, Alverta,| Foni du Lao
Ceatada Wiscongin

"1l recommend the damned thing!®
- ’ ~~==Harlan Ellison
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is the name to

Jatch

A NEW GROUP has been formed in seience fiction circles,
LA and QUALLTY of material are the bywords of-the
" new publishing groups - - L

THE PURPOSE of Tesserdct Publications is %o produce the

g A4 25X

Sene oy W

. .zenith of -amateus soience fiction-publications, H o higher

~--standards existin science fiction fanzine publishing,

e

Plstaey

$ -~ ” %
('S

Loe

The Tesseract Publicate
ion Group is new, but it is
experienced at the publica«
tion of amateur s ¢ ience
fiction magazines., Both the

- works of its authors and
the quality of its previous

publications have b e e n

- .ealled, tprofessional t By vae

rious fan and professional
eritioge - .

TESSERACT PUBLICATIONS will not be issued on a period-

ical basis,

line.

Quality will ne

"

ver be sacrifioced:to meet a dead-

Fifty pages of careful work will mark the efforts of the

“Tesseraot Publication Gre
.+ Whe mail, R0z direct,

Kor

AF-Ladh.

UPsseeefifty pages for 257/ through

I P and ﬁ&%{? ‘in smateur sdience-fiction
publications, keep your eye or.

5%
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““§ TR P 'BAcKWAR:D..-
" by 'Harlan Ellison PR -SSR

Wmﬁszﬁeﬂﬁmut personalities i®.a job hae o o &
_-_',._‘j 00, mugh pen Yes, Hugo is bagk, and SF 'y

1t do'we want him? After seeing the boners he
Jas come up with in the first few issues, and then see

"""""'S’I'ATISTI(:AL ANGLES
G b;r Henry - Moskowdl tz

uf 1926-iasue da.ted Aprile=ethe first of -~
auience ﬁct:um ‘magazines made its app= S

g t a.lso happened. to ‘be.the very firat science
flotxonimagazme. -Iis name. was AMAZING STORIES,

In?," -quiaéue da ed second large=s iz e
science fiction magaz gade :].ta appearance, Its name
was SCIENCE ‘WONLER “STORIES, - t merged with ATR WONIDER
STORIES, begun in 1929--iasue dated July~=to begome WON~

i I

;ﬁmo Gmwz Old Ma.n. In A New Whirl ’
¥ by Richard Elsberxy

. Bugo’ Gernébaok, called by many "Hhe father ‘ef - soiemoes
_ Iictn,on,“ haa}ina&l}ly realized his high oa.ll:lm ‘andg

&t Ed 2 new soience fiction magazine, cunh;
m&ga&ine ‘?BOIENGE FICTION PLUS, a sliek verasion page
: or FANTAS FICTION; is:decked out ina n ice \ ¥z

S ‘new 1953 :tomat nice old 1936 stories, It is also 1

replete m.t’h e:q:lana.to:w footnotes, Paul illustrations,
!hnpor . cep B_,_f‘ln italics, and Gernsback, Mostly
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TLE BIG SIEP BACKWARD by Haflan Ellison (conoluded). -

ing the tremendous-strides he has attempted in the following four o r
80 issues, one is confronted with the problem of whether or not to by
the magazine, or junk ite commanding bulk entirely in liéu of the more
safe bets now-extant, SRS : X .
It is a fact much too welleknown to gloss over that Sam Moskowitz
is little more than a figurehead in the SFPIUS offices, there mainly to
placate the fans, It is also evident that Hugo still feels he ean d o
& good job in the field with the same tools he used in %26.  Whether a
magazine of the sort Grego has introduced gany succeed in this age o f
‘the fast-plotted, deeply=sociological and literary tale, is a matter I
dare not conjecture upon, for it is a situation as basically inseoure
ag 'a blind man oclimbing -the Empire State TV antenna,
However, here is the fact upon which this article wes written: It
has come to the attention of your author (and this is an unimpeaghabie

sourge if ever we sawr one}) that SFPLUS is gelling QMW{_:E%__@@
4 %&WH - This means that they are not doing a

buginess which might be termed Hearth~shaking', For to even make a n
even break, they mugt sell: at least 82% of their original print order,
. The erge, ergo bit I will let you fathom for yourselves,
On the other hand, regurgitated as I was by that odious Tirst ip=
Bue, seemingly designed to alienate not only fans, but people who could
read also, I was taken aback at first, and then quietly pleased to see
that Nago G, Hubgerks had amended his poligies and was now beginning to
publish good science fiction, _ .
.. His DEATH OF A SENSITIVE, RETROGRADE EVOLUTION, WORLDS IN BALANCE
endBIGHTMARE PLANET, not to mention the first of a series, SPACEBRED
GENERATIONS, shows reasonably acceptable proof that Hilo Grosbeak re=
alizes he cannot pursue a 100% pure policy of 1926ism such as he starte
ed out with, There is no telling, but perhaps by the time this reaches
you, SKPLUS will be an extinct relic of the past, For with the treme-

outesize volume under THE POLICE GAZETTE and others of its ilk, there
iz a good chance the misplaced thing will fold at any time, Already,
in ondy six months they have had to skip one issue, perhaps a sign of
things to come, . : B :

©  The two following articles were weitten immediately after the gpe
pearance of SFPLUS, and are quite pointed in their opinions, They are
not as pertinent as when they were originally written, but nonetheless
are powerful mirrors of .the feelings of fandom toward Greno Gashbuck's
1ittle venture, :

- Your author can .not make any predictions at this point-ethey would
stand too much of a chance of being incorrect. But all I can do is to
stand here and gaze at this bit of time-warped science fiction,

.. Like some prehistoric animal throwh into Times Square.

THE STATISTICAL ANGLES by Henry Hoskowitx (contimmed)

DER STORIESe-igsue dated June 1930, 2L - :
In 193%~=iggue dated Maye=the fourth large-size science fiction mag=
azine made its appearance, Its name was FANTASTIC ADVENTURES, .
. In 1942=wissue dated Jamaxryesthe £ifth large-size science fiction
magazihe made its appearance. - Its namé wag ASTOUNDING SCIENGE FICTION,
__Another large-size mogazine thit should be mentioned is UNKNOWN
(WORLDS), But this magazine: was fantagy, 80 it has no pbee-in thip list .,
" In 1947==issue rumbered Vol, 1, o, 13 vo date other than year-~&he
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sixth soience fiction magazine in large-size made its appearance, Par-
adoxically, its name wap FANTASY BOOK, It contairned both science fic~
tion and fantagy, thereby making it under the wire., A tight squeeze,
In 1952~~igsue dgted Auguat~-the seventh large~size .science  fic-
tion magazine made its appearance, By this time I ‘had come upon the
- science fiotion soene, and on the twelfth of June, I dropped a quarter
on the counter in payment for FANTASTIC SCIGENCE FICTION. ed
.ll*_*-***ﬁ.*mm .‘
And that brings us up to date,
Well, almost, FUSIET

Ciroumstances forced me to journey to New York City on the thirty=
first of Jamuory. "After-attending to the business at hand, my wanderw
ings through that jungle of steel and stone finally brought me down to
the cornexr of Fourth Avenue.and Hinth Street-~as per usual,

There were quite a few dumnied books in the ptore window; wi t h
nioe covers~-and some glaring ones, too. So I knew that Stephen's Book
Service was still in existence, Hanging from olips were science fiot~
ion magazineas SCIENCE FICTION ADVENTURES, GALAXY 'SCIENGE FICTION,NEW
WORLDS, etcs '~ . i BEETAY BU SIS S0
- And to the-right was something eye-catehing, On the cover of this
magezine, ageinst a solid white background, were -the red.letters "SCI-
ENCE FICTION PIUS.,® . ' ¥ : , : 9%, .
~.. And froam somewhere, out of the dim, distant, hazy past, I heard a
voice, :A Jarge-size magazine ... Schomburg cover ... Out in Jamary
ese 35ﬁo- 7 r 5 ; . . ' el i . :

‘Now that the heart-thumping wonder of it all has slowed down alit
I can git vagk and light up the Old Briar and mmll it ell over,

The cover itself was quite informative, agide from the attractive
-=not up to Schomburg!s best-~cover painting, There was the date -0
the issue-~lMarch 1953-~and the sub-title~-preview of the future~=and a
list of the authors within--Eando Binder, Hugo Gernsback, Philip Jose
Farmexr, John Scott Campbell, I, Donald H, Menzel, And most important
of all was~~~Hugo Gernsbagk, Editor. . £

. On page .3 were twe words t made me happier still--SAM MOSKOW=
IIZ, It would take an article unto itself to explain the proetding
sentence, 8o I won't try, _ .

In essence, it all boils down to thiss: Hugo Gernsback has r e~
turned to seience fiction, MHe is the editor and publisher of a monthly
large~size @lick magazine, :The second~guessing, on assumption, iz done
by Sam Moskowitz, wellsknown fan, The magazine itself has both front
end back covers and colored interior illustrations, not just black and
white, Y .

Most of us know~-either through experiense or through acquisgition
from other sources-~that Gernsbagck gtarted science fiction and favors
gelence fiotion, This favoritism has already shown itself clearly in
the very first issue, but that is no surprise, since the magazine was
founded to ocarry stories with a ptronger scientific basis,

Witness John Scott Campbell!s UTOPIA (The title was deliberately
printed upside down in the magazine.), The story is marked with t he
gymbol showing that it contains %a serious scientific-technical trend,
All well and good, Bubteeoses : y

Butesesethe story itself--the fiction content--is nothing rew, And
I further believe that no other science fiotion magazine would have
bought ite The author has sacrificed any and all literary license for
sci-tech, Even the sometimes very technical ASF has ever gone this £,

. - £ "

-
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to my knowledge, . BHi0 :

EXPLORATION :OF MARS also bears the star~and~globe marker of pgcie
tech, Reading it over, I wonder if Gernsback wrote this with a bit of
tongue in cheek, It was shocking to note that he had made a grawe slip
in his scientific assumption, He demcribes the male Martian %see Fank
R, Paul's gxoellent depiction on page 4) as having a greatly enlarged
chest to hold the equally enlarged lungs which are necessary for the
paid Martian to breath in Mars! rarified atmosphere, g :

‘1 haye:geen many sciéntifio writers make this same mistake, It is
-their assumption that enlarged lungs would b& natural, Not sol That
18 oply with the conmsideration that 1t is Earth lungs transported t o
Mars? surface, % e 4
A Martian, born and bred ‘to Mars, would have a normal chest _pize
for the evolutionary Blage of hig race,. If the Martians are humanoid
==but averaging six feet in height~=their ohests and lungs would b e
karger than ours, by comparison, But they would not be targer than the
average for their race, : : : B
~ . #And another pointi' To a Maxtian, Mars atmosphere would not be e,
.~ +The stoxy tends to drag quite a iot, and is mildly interesting to
read, It is,.by the Way, &a reprint of Gerngback!s 1949 edition of his
famousg Chria'i'.maa card, - : £y 2aid :

;- T BIOLOGICAL REVOLT, by FPhilip Jose Farmer, is reoormended. I
18 not up to his THE LOVERS or MOTHER, howevexr, ; -

1t is a pleasure to -see Eando Binder baok again, Absent from
goience fiction since 1942, he returns with IHE TIME CYLINDER, And ale
though the story's plot hap been used=~and well~before (witness VAULT
OF THE AGES by Poul Anderson), we hope he might be persuaded to add to
some of his excellent series, I personally would like to see a sequel
" of sorts to hig Via Btories, published under the pen~-name of Gordon A,
Giles. Or possibly more of Anton AR vy - .

Of the six pietes of fiction, I find thet only three of them are
goodly enjoyable enough o regcommends THE BIOLOGICAL REVOLT, THE TIME
CYLIMIER and THE STORY BEHIND 15 COVER, ' : - S

Of interest is Gernsback's Speech at the Chiocago Convention lster
Tun in SCILNCE FANTASY BULLETIN (Ogtober 1952), and here reprinted = s
an editorial, e Y T S i . ;

IHE EVOLUTION OF THE SPACE SHIP is the disagreement of two English
rocket experts with some of the material in COLLIER'S recent symosium,

SCIENCE NEWS SHORTS is good, though overly extended, :

BOGK REVIEWS is-recommended, Better than the usual "this¥book=is=

g00d=80~buy~1t, : Really thoughtful,
: " bos FAH KRN

SCI&:.NCE FICTION PLﬁS is "X", an unknown quantity=-that goes for
all too, to some extent,. . o s _
qu; : .g.thia’point, and by s&btle muences that indicate future tacks, ‘
SE-PIUS. 1g- ostensibly one of the better sgience fiction magazines outs.
aowever, it has a more precarious balance than any other magazine which
chenced to. emerge in 1952-~~or 1953, - _ 13—
< If 1lt'uses too much scienge, it is in grave danger of falling,
If it sacrifices fictional quality for molence~~for example, the
people in UICRPIA were stock figures, moving, as it were, in a drezm - =
it is @also in grave danger, £5 Biiialn . af3add el s meloy
- And if it should do both in-ome story, there will be some - little
hell to pay, i Bt de cad. oy DA, et
5 Theve oan be no a.nswer ‘&lven -that‘-viilﬁ;‘t?"a,atiaﬁf.ﬁ',f'.’bqt the ansier oL
time Itself, i - : BRL oy R L . i T _ o

L4 z “-;
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HUGO GERNSBACKs Old Man In A New Whirl by Richard Elsberry,

- Frankly, I was underwhelmed, ' '

Hugo has been told so frequently that he i1s *"the great white fa-
ther" .that he hag come to believe it, The initial issue has Gernsbacks
name.on the cover twice, an editorial by Mr, Gernsback, a - pupzosedly
humorous novelette by Mr, Gernsback, a cover gtory under the ¢t h i n
pseudonym Greno Gashbuck, a feature by Mr, Gernsback on the L gohuzse
Yucoa, a long editorial note pointing out that Mr, Gernsbacgk first in-
“troduced the oonoept of "apage sickness," and a promise that Mr, Gerns=-
bagk would appear in the next issue with an Yamazing history of t h e
‘next world war,..presented in fagcinating, seientific detail,* I# would
also be unfair to Mr, Gernsbaock not to mention that John Scott Camp =
bell sold his first story to Mr, Gernsback, as polnted out in Campbell's
author sketoh, ' | S %

But the rest of the issue, fully half of it, is devoted to 'other
gtories and articles by outstanding authors and solentists in t he
field.". These outstanding mem include Philip Farmer, Dr, Donald Mene
z€ly; Bando Binder, John Scott Campbell, Dr, Gustev Albrecht, Lesli e
Shepherd, and A,V, Cleaver, I'm sure you have all heard of them, and
realize that they are-all 'outstanding authors and seientists, Some of
them, certainly, must atmost be as good ag ilr, Gernsback, )

It is not clear to me why Mr, Gernsback has started this new mage~
azine, - Aside from the obvious delusions of grandeur, perhaps he has
decided to publish the magazine go that he could use the emblem he pre=
gented to the science fiction world at tife Chicago convention 1l as t
years a star on top of a globe with the Ietters s~f inside, Gernsback
explained that this emblem is used "with all stories of a serious sci=
entific technical trend," Gernshack uses the symbol four times in this
issue~=~twice on his.stories, and on the Campbell and Menzel stories .
It was significant to me that these were the poorest stories in t h e
mogazine, The two hest storiepw-~-by Farmer and Binder-~-~are by n o
meens good, but they are the best in the issue, and they didn't rate
the Gernsback symbol, It may well Ba in the future that this emblem
will distinguish which stories ore readable and which are not,

. " The first thing you will probably notice about the magazine 1 8
that it is only 66 pages longs This issue of SHBULLETIN is Jloxnger,
Secondly, you will notice that it has no advertising, Unless Gernshack
introduces some advertising he is likely ocutting his own throat. A4nd
more likely than not, the lack of ad¥ertising accounts for the 3% aske
ing price, which I consider ridiculous for the size and quality of the
magazine, ;

" Gernsback sub-titles his magazine %preview of the future,® but I
found it more of a hearkening back to the past, Hugo left the fieldin
1936, and now 17 years later he returns, along with his old oohort
Fhenk R, Paml, But nothing has changed, leagt of all Gernsback an d
Pauil, They take up right where they left off, and the stories &nd il-
lustrations in SCIENCE FICTION PIUS are the same type of stories that
would have gone over big in 1936, . \ _

" Qf .the fiotional hash, "Exploration of Mars," by Gernsback is re-
printed from theat venerable!s 1949 Christmas booklet, QUIP, His cover
story looks new, but that's about all that odn be said for i€, Campe=
bellls story reads like it was written for a '36 WONDER STORIES, a n 4
Menzel's story could have been written at that time for all of me, lbr=
mer and Binder provide new stories, but both are so tritely plotted and
written that they mist have reminded Hugo of the good old days and iv~
duced him to buy thenm,
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Gernsback has always been heavy on acourate gcience, and I ‘s a n
gee no reason except egoboo for publishing "Exploration of Mars." I t
is, 1 sugpeot, a satire, Gernsback has a passion for adjectives, a nd
a noun without an adjective in front of it is unthinkable to him, The
first three or four paragraphg of this epio drama- provide such death-
less expressions ass "lonely fastness," “hiatorio undertaking, " "great
importance," “toiled valiently,® "gecrecy~sworn band,* "atomic space
pioneers, ¥ %intrepid explorer,"-"a.tom—powered Space flyer," ‘memorable
day," and.‘world~-famous physicisteinventor." I realize that it 1s hard
to believe.that so much triteness could be paoked into just four para-
graphs, but Gernsback is no ordinary man. He also manages, probably
through sheer grit and determination, to work in the old chestruts “..,I
have only now been permitted to tell the full facts to the: w orld."
Gernsback explains they have been witheld for obvious security reas-
ons." Obvious, I fear, only to Mr, Gernsbaok's superior intelleot.,

Everytime I read something like "new snd revolutionary space fly=
er" I ask myself: ®What ever happened to the old and unrevolutionary,
space flyer?" IMr, Gernsback doesn't choose to answer that, so I guess
welll forever remain in the dark, Personally, the suspense is killing
mee ¥ RS : : 2B
It would take more room than I have here to analyze each story,so
I'l1l just go over Philip Jose Farmer's “The Biological Revolt," Farmer
hag, of late, been referred to as "the greal white hope% of Bolence
fiction, And, since the story was new, ‘I thought it might be good,but
before too many pages I found that biology wasn't the only thing that
wag. revolting., Gritting my teeth, I drove headfirst through the stary,
and emerged some ten pages later wondering how Farmer could possibly be
~ oonsidered as a replacement for even John Rusgell Fesarn, ol

Faxmerts story is a fanzine editor!s dream, and would have driven
HeC, Koenlg, Redd Boggg, or Normex Browne wild with delight,

- Koenlg, a fault-finder from 'way back, would brobably comment on
the lack of co~operation between author and artist, On page 28, Farme
er writes: "He stuck a cigar in his mouth and blew smoke~rings through
the trumk," _Peul, however, wouldn't think of reading the story, a n d
piotures the Martian with g cigarette stuck in the end of his trunk,
And later, on page 33, Farmer writes; "Ogtate burst out laughing and
sat down., !Go ahead, Smitty. Teke a dozen boxes, all I have, Compe
liments of the Earth Govermment, ! Paul, who probably never got out of
kindeggg;ten, u{éotzzeaktlgﬁ Biaitian holding five boxes of cigars,

8 wo attac € stoxry from anpther le, and under t h e
heading OQUR FORGETTIUL AUTIIORS; you'd more thanaﬁkaiy finds
"Ihe recent presence of another man wag obvious--a shirt and
& necktie hung on the door knob, The piney odor of pipe tobaocco
remained in the air, "ﬁShzel glanced at the door where. the man,
L]

Travers, had left," )
"The General's eyes went over her shoulder, She didn't turn

around, for she knew by the oriental aroma of cigarette smoke
that Tom Iravers had come into the room," De 28 5
Againy under the heading DON!T INHALE, JUST LET THE SMOXE OC OME
THROUGH YOUR NOSE, you'd probably finds
"Smoke hlew around her fagce," p, 23 I
!, soYeywlia stuck the cigar between his thick lipsg, 1it up and drew

in and puffed out smoke. through his nogtrils like a virgin-eating draf-

20N Py RS ; \
- "She.reliahed. the smoke a second and let it float, genie-=1l1 ke,
from her lovely mouth," p, 23 o ’
He atucljgya. cigar in his mouth and blew smoke-rings through the

trunkcco" Do 28

-
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nSmi th e::pell:ed more smoke through' ]_uia waving proboseis,.." p. 28.

-And, possibly, under I'M BEGINNING TO RELIEVE IT, yould find:s

“He wasted no time, but like the big red~black bull he so mmch
resembled, charged.at the point," p, 22 :

"The 0ld-Fox wasn't living up to his name, He was more like a
big.black bull seeing red," p, 23 _ : ;

"Don't just stand there, Yewliss, breathing like a foundered
bull,® said Barbara,® p, 33 -

Browne, of course, would see things differently. Under his po
ulay WHAT THE CENSORS NISSED we'd finds 1:r <o
"For a long time the Govermment has been shipping me women,They
:ra.kg :.hean;'-:gu-a.ap shot, stay overnight, and leaye. I've had a hume
€d, Pe : '

“1Barbera, all those women? Will they make axny difference i1 n
your deeisiong?

®1No, I'm not--as they say in higtorical novels-=pure,!
¥1Yewling?!

%*Yea, and several others,!

“ywhat sbout mep! :

"!Too short an acquaintance,'" DPe 29

Yet, despite the sex, science, and satire of the stories, I felt
that something was mipsing, DMaybe it was entertaimment,

_ Somebody should send Mr, Gernsback a bottle of Serutan and polite~

ly inform this grey-~bearded "father of science fiction" that thi nga

have changed just a little since 1936, Hig infant science ficﬁion :
€azine, his first in nearly 25 years, has turned out to be a c¢eph=-

alic idiot, Perhaps some skillful therapy by book reviewer and third
agsistant office boy .Sem Moskowitz can cure the malady, but I'm i ne
¢lined to believe that the only sure cure is to have Poppa Gernsback
prompily dispatched to Wake Island, or meybe Lhagsa, Tibet, by s low
banamna boats A one~way ticket, too, .
Gernsback doesn't seem to have any idea on how to bring up, h i s
child in this modern world, He is still living in the past, and i t
won't be long before someone points out to him=~probably through cirgs.
ulation figureg-=that 15-year old pulp writings in todey's science fic-
tion magazines are as out of date as knickers and middy blouses, But,
a8 _long as Gernsback sets the page, his authors will haye to keep sho-
velling on the adjectives, contime to throw ocut the charagterization,
and make cextain that the Earth is saved at least once each issue, Ve
have to keep lir, Gernsback happy, - P :
After all, he is "the father of science fiotion,"

EDITOR'S NOTE; .the preceding was the first of a proposed group of g-T.
*symposiums", which are going to be attempted, Your opinions on t he'
suceess of this initial experiment are greatly to be desired, T h e re.
are more than a few tremendously potential ooncepts for more of +these.
group sections, but they will not be attempted, as the effort that ig
put into them far exceeds the vodiferous response thus far, unless . g
substantial proportion of the readers of this periodical take the time
to respond in particular. Your co~operation is not only requested, it/
48 herewlth begged...borrowed...stolen,.,and any other method, fair or
1ll~smelling that will draw forth your opinions, In short, HELR{ .,he
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A COLUMN OF QUIXOTIC
COMMENT BY THE EDITOR

YOU WILL PLEASE TO WOTE that the title of this
column is no longer "Burblings", but is, as it

s is stated above, you clods, “"Voice From T h e
AT (17 Styx", which has several clever meanings if you
R W can take time off from your 3=D comi¢ book to

?,7 e trace them, The reason for change is that ths
illusiration by - title "Burblings" is, in some sketchy and, t o
Re Re PHILLIPS me, totally incomprehensible manner, the sole

propert of a lout name of Charles Burbee w hio
clains to have invented Lewis Carroll, Too many
' of the readers of this. august column wrote in,
screaning loudly that I was a foul plagerist, so I quickly ran and hid
ny orimson countenance 'neath the above title, Happy now?
There is a lot of FREMENDOOUS news to get off to you, this time; I
have only one page to do it in, also, so read the whole damned thing I
r,_'beg of yous, Lo it with a will, laddies! ,,. Did you know that Mickey
Spillane's opus in FANTASTIC, "The Veiled Woman" was not written by my
favorite sadist at all but the complete work of Howard Browne? ... I n
addition, the Lait=Mortimer fiasco in the first ish of AAZING STORIES
digest~sized was complete Howard Browne, with Lait and his cohort only
giving the use of their names? ,,. WEIRD TALES missed a date on one of
their early issues, so, collectors, your mubering is all sorewed up,
and perhaps your filing system is wrongy and your collection  incomp-
letes, s+ The s«f writer “John Christopher" is dead. Becausge he pulled
™ a boner in writing to TIME in agreement with the review that panned an
s=f book saying, #,..pity us poor slobs that have to write that erapls
he has now had to.adopt the 8~-flly acceptable name of "william Vinev,
+vo There is an lmitator of MAD COMICS due soon name of WVHACK! Run for
the hills; a good thing can't last long nowadays. ... Dick Geis! new
fanzine PSYCHOTIC is the brightest thing in years, even if it does run
a story SIB rejected because it was too lewds see Y'know the novel Doc
Lowndes has been ballyhooling in his maga, "The Duplicated Man" by Jim
Bligh and ‘liichael Sherman"? Y'know who “lichael Sherman® is? That's
rights, Fella with initials Do¢ Lowndes, ese Ll'know IF's new gover arte
iss, Ken Fagg? He is, ... Ivar Jorgengen of Ziff=-Davis fame ig really
Z-D's managing ed, Paul Fairman, Knocked me for a loope see Went t o
Zvelyn Paige Gold!'s birthday party tlother week, just confirming 2 11
Iy suspicions in persons H,L, and Evelyn are two of the world!s Most-
est Gone People, Love 'em like my own} ... In regsponse to the remark
that you can't get away from those damned 8inging commercials,which're
the rage now in Cleveland, s~f author Algig Dudrys, who was staying at
Apte 616 for a while retorted, "They Just discovering music in C(Cleve-
land?" ... Heinlein is very sickl ,.. First Rogers cover in Vearg came
in to.Campbell the other day---and he'sg rejecting itl Gawdl! ... Joseph
Semenovich is coming out with TiE BALTIIORE LUNKNELL MYSTERILS, an aid
to amateur authors who want plots--write to him at: {725 N, Pine Grove
AVe,, Chicago, Ill. ,.. You!ye no doubt heard the good news about OTHe-
LR WORLDS by now, so all I'll Say is, "Ya=hee~hoo!!" and sign off....he
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I oould see the postman coming so I ran out to the walk to mave
hinm the trip up to the house, IHe handed me the mail with the oustom=
arp, "'S a beautiful mornin!, ain't it?" I yoiced my affirmation and
examjned the mail, A few bille for Dad and a fanzine for me, I note
loed the mailman etill standing there, For lack of anything more exe
citing to doy, I smiled amiably, s P S

"I been notiein' the kind of mail you gete Fanzines, aintt 1t2"

Again I announced my affirmity, - 2

"I been reading that scientifiction for twenty years now, "

A Gernabagk man, I thought, This time I managed to get out en ine
telligent, "Oho" S S -

Weah, ! he contimed, "I don't exactly ocall myself a fam, but I
like to read it, for sure, - You must be a real “fan, huh?"®

"Oh, I like to comsider myself one," I replied, "Have you reed any
Bradbury?" This is my line with all fen, =~

"Oh .that guyl He writes too orazy...I can't follow him, Hels ale
ways blabbin' about Mars, I like that Heinlein guy and that Anderson
what writea for Planet," e '

~ "Oh, you read the prozines?" I asked, - :

 "eah, Buy 'em all, I gotta hide Yem though because my wife ghe
don't like me to spend so much money on that man from Mars stuff, she
calls it, You must read that Astounding, huh?"

YIt's one of my favorites, Do you read ito"

"God no, It's too marny big words and philosophy and junk for me
to gets I ain't an intelleotual; ' I hadda quit grammar school at the
fox}gtlll grad% beoause .Dad died, I was real mmart, though, The teechers
pal was, : : : ' '

.. "That's too bad, I suppose I should be grateful for my educetion, ¢

“Hell, nos It's normsl for kids not to like school,"

“I'm happy to know I'm normal, -then," I replied,

"I teke a few of .them fanzines Iike Quandxy and Slant. That's how
I get-rid of those old magazines on Slant, Quandry is about my favore
ite, It's funny liké Helk,"

"Are you going to the Con :this year?" I asked,

*Aw no; I ain't got enough money to get there, Anyway, I don't
think.I'd fit wery well, AllL .these fans are intellectuals, Like 1
saidy I'm not an intelleotuals You must be, I notice you get all sxrtsg
of letters fram a lot of those fans I heard of," '

oL tried my best to be modeat, “Ch, I don't know, I think I'm g
little too young for anyone to tell whether or not I am," He seemed
silent and sad for a mimite, He looked at the pavement carefully, 1
knew ‘what he was thinking, He ocould have been the intellectual e wane
ted to be, He was gently cursing-the stiring of fate that kept h i m
from it, He aighed in sharply and jerked his head up. 1

“Well, I gotta be on my route, - Be ‘out here sometimes whenI g o
by and we can talk about S=F " :

He swung the heavy leather bag over his shoulder and walked down
the rest of the block. I found myself thinking about the mailman and
his acute conciousness about intellectualism, I don't know woye but I
cried & little, Why the Hell should I cry?
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THERE'S NEVER BEEN A MAGAZINE to matoh BAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES |
when it gomes to changing it mind, Ever ‘since its debut at ths end.of...

nnnnnnn

1939y it's been the most unpredictable of megazines, The latesi artia

-~=labelling tlie current issue the April 1943 one~=gomes 88, Ne-SuxpIige .
to this chap, IR has done 80 much chenging that it would SARE.as frg.
shock to me to Tind out Yhat it's gone back a decade, S RN Nt &

SR W AETA N SRR s Ve e e
nnnnnnn R RN
........................

2t all stanted in August 1959, when the Irank Munssy. comn: ryblaem

in its lagt few years as a flourishing pulp chain, decided: Rovad@ - m

gtring of reprint tisles, oAt Hiher numerous pulps, Among.‘ﬁ’ze;\paggzﬁ-}}i-.

)

:A¥eS Lhus added wes PAMOUS FAIPASTTCNVSITRILS, which wus. GeBLoNed o i

...........

replut the most pepular.of . fhe-wanv. fnyvélettes and Shord- STodied . oLf

-

Jfantedy  that had beon L-i:‘i}rﬁei’-m&lﬁz}i{aw!.s:.{nmoSY. The firsi-ismis was. ..

:daked: Sepi~Oot,, 1939, appeabed” i'rr‘-jg_t:h}‘ﬁr?is'ize and pulp formztyand -aeige -

‘Rox: Xog: The magazine WaE Lo b pu LTalied-Di=monthly and featurd . alTL. "
igouplete.stories, AN e e s

........ s ame s
............ s AT R Yty s e e hrerei
---------- L. PRI R e
CORNE TR N

*a e

LnIEmist FEM not to 1e’,u:.gr:agafﬂiéfr{di\ifti’haéj::"'ita feet, When the gecond

S
- gt

igsugigame out, about the only. Shi R ek remained the same, agide fram

...........

:2ditorsss ‘Mary Gnaedingsy (Whioy -EuPpati ingly enough, is still in cherge )
Wag-Ahe titie, The second 1ssu€y- November 1939, nad trimmed edges, was

~

Aidted as:'a monthly, and began a reprint sexrial by A, Herritt, " C on=

‘grest-0f the lioon Pool," along with the usual Lhort stories and nowelets,

Things went along quietly for four or “iTe issves, and:’the magaze
ine began serializing the Hall~Flint opus, e Biind.Spatd.with the
Bixth issue, Ma#sil 1940, But the Hay~June lsaue atinoulosd: & sidden re=
turn Yo bi-monthly bublication and unirimmed edgeq,.-anid a e title was
announced, . FANTASTIC NOVELS, And--most urmisusl of:2llswefis i8te ia 1
which had.seeil- $iree In§tallments in B wowLd. not hwtoikivted, b u t
instead wnuj,q,bapu'oliﬁhe.d complete in one issue of HAMMABIIC IOVELS,

----
“““““““““““““““
. . .

_ Ano’she.risauﬁx&ent‘hz, and a new policy was announceds = FEM would
print compl¥te pookelengdly reprints instead of serials., The October

1940 isaia‘g&:_qﬁ-j;x;réi‘iéﬁ;'.i'ii‘._'{:his blinding series of switches: the price
was reduced: -"bp"._-.‘._i.gﬁj,:.:g.‘ml}_'xh@ mumber of pages lopped down from 128 to 114,

‘‘‘‘‘ .

It wag too’
to the higher price and greater muber oi ares, and announced: - tha g’ ;.
meg would thengeforth be combined w1t JANLASTIC NOVELS, The ‘Lelivwtns: :::
issue saw the first change in Loges . the: Tighining-bolt desi RS AL N R
had used from the start was dropped. A ENVE sun-burst adop Bele:: (Bade

00d to last, though, The. June 1941 munmber went

1y enough, when I¥ was revived in1940. 1% hestin to use the:: Iigiits PN
bolt, so eventually the magazines ex¢hsnzed logos, ) '_-':-';':_-':_:;':-’;”:-':_:_-':5:'.‘_-'-‘-':-'

N e
-
-



80 THE CONSISTENT PROZIME (continued)

Then get in & period of what can only be called dry rot. Editor
Gnaedinger rofrained from making a,ny sta r'm.'ng changes fcr eight wlcle
monihs. But the Apral 1942 igsus starbsd $1e whoie works golug asud ne
The price was jumped to 253y the mfmusr of peges inoreased gixtaau, the
edges trimmed, and the mag went montaly agaln.

This idyllic setup~=144 pages a month--was too good to be true,

The Deceuwber 1942 issue saw the collapse of the Munsey empire,and FRM,
along with the zmmeraus other titlea in the hunseymrla:m(/ folde

e b M ol m-e«,..z%m

of the Munsey ti he big one, and
the March 1943 iss tion under a new Jouse,

never

3 (pé magazine's hlstory
Yr ’q“mt t the % I\Iun-
; maNGe. St p N it

' L I listed a tanta=
llz1r.g llneup of future storles including auoh itema ag "“The Ship 0 f

Ighfar" and Leinster's two "Mad Planet! storiems, and now these would
never be,

But the new quarterly IHM offcred. good fare indeed, beginnimg with
John Hawkin's magnificent "Ark of Fire,¥ It followed this with a suce=
cession of book-lergthers by Tains, haﬂarﬁ GJK, Chegterton, and vihe-
exs8, Agitation began for a changs c¢f %rtle; to "Classics. of Fantasay,"
but apparently lMrs, Gnaedinger had had her illl of changes.

Indeed, this was a remarkahly stable period, throughout 1943,1944,
and 1945, ‘The mage.alne appeared faltnfully every .three months, except
for one issue in 1943 which was skipped. The only change was a reduc=
tion in the mumber o*o pages again, .8 time o 130, But othermiise,
all went along quietly until the :beb“uary 946 mumber, which bore the
startling announccment that FBL would Junp from quarterly to monthly--
the third time in its short history that it went monthly,

But this time it was really short-~a sljan of no issues at all, The
issue after that was dated April 1945, was listed as a bi-monthly, and
made no mention at all of the ammouncement in the previous issue about
wonthly publication, Apparently it was just a case of someone ghanging
his minde=="Lett's not make it monthly, after all,"

Once againh, all was quiet, No changes in format, policy,or price
until the Jamary 1951 issue, This was & real shocker, though, ¥ F i
guddenly dropped it pulp format, shed sixteen pages and all its illusge
tretions, and appeared in a very mich reduced 'quality‘ format, with a
new logo and new makeup, It was virtually a new magazine,

: But the people up at Popular Publications couldn't resist meddiing
with their pet, and, after three issues in the small size, the magezine
~added a half-inch top and botiom, and anmounced that this alightly=
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larger page size was the one they intended to use for all eternity,

We got from there to eternlty in a mighty short time, The next
lssue appeared after a three monthsg! delay, bagk in the old pulp size,
again, though all of the new makeup (and reduction in pages) was maine
tained, And the dear o0ld magazine sailed onward all through 1952 with
nary a change, and we began to feel it had fosgilized,

Clever lirs, Gnaedinger, though, soon relieved the fans! femrs, The
February 1953 issue dropped the high~class "sliok® logo that had been
adopted when the change to small size had been made, and installed a
new one whigh, the editor announced, was more of a pulp logo, in keep=~
ing with the megazinets present format, It would be used forever and
ever,

Now the April 1953 issue, the next one, is out, Much to everybo-
dy's surprise, the damned magazine has come full girecle and restored
the sun~burst logo it used from 1941 through 1950, The contents-page
logo is also the sun~burst one, amnd the contents-page makeup ig t h e
original one instead of the modern one used in recent yeara,

And, smpok in the middle of the page, in bold face, it 8ayg, "Ap=~
ril 1943," And this issue might well be a 1943 one, featuring, ags it
does, a Haggaxd novel, and an old s8tyle Lawrenge cover, and the old lo-
80s I might be tempted to say that FANOUS FANTASTIC IYSTERIES=~=ywhich
is consistently inconsistent-~~has at last settled down in the niche
it intends to keep, but such a statement would be downright foolhardy,
This piece probably won't see print for a few months, and by that time
FIM might have gone mimeo or done some such thing,

But following FFM through its existenge is fun, Magazines which
stay in the same format all the time are spoil=sports, anyways there's
no feeling of adventure in them, I always enjoy spotting a copy of the
new FIM in the newsdealer's window, and, before looking at it, I try
to guess what in blazes has been changed time, Anything complet=
ely predicatble isn't very exolting, and 1 is anything but predicte-
able, No, six -=Bob Silverberg

EDITOR'S NOTE:s Since this article came in, a8 indicated in the las t
few paragraps, several months 8g0y, FAMOUS FANTASTIC MYSTERIES has at
lagt taken the ultimsate change, They have folded, The June 1953 isge
ue contained the Ayn Rand story ANTHEM, Kafka's METAMORPHOSIS, Robert
Z, Howerd's WORMNS OF THE EARTH plus three short stories and the wusmal
departments and features. By the time you see this, however, they may
have set up shop again and be publishing bi=weekly like THE POLICE GAw
ZETIE or some such, A%t least we now have an accurate picture of on e
of the fantagy field's most wmusal vacillating organs, thanks to M r .
Silverberg, ~=~=who, we sincerely hope, will be in SFB again right as
800n ag he can whip us out another highly analytical articl€eecess.o he

@SE.’BMWNGES THAT THEY HAVE OBTAINED 4 HANUSCRIPT WHICH WILL
BE A LOIAL GASSER! A COMPLETELY GOMNE BIT OF WORK THAT IS THE
MOSTESTI MAN, IF YOU DON!'T DIG Poul Anderson's BEDTIME STORY
COMING UP SOON IN SFBULLETIN, YOU ARE STRIQTLY NOVHERE] ,,..ne

ey
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THE SINK

BY Marion Zimmer Bradley

AR \ .-a.rt by 'ray'ne'son
,m:-;,]:ha '%_ﬁ': . —

EDITOR'S NOTE: to devote more time to her professional writings, Marion
has broken my heart by informing me she will be forced to drop this aue
gust column, However, next month brings the first installment of o u xr

fanzine review columns KNCCKING O WOCD by managing editoress Honey
ood. This means that all review copies must be sent directly to Mrsa.
Wood at: 13817 Woodworth, Cleveland 12, Chio if they are to be commented
upon in these pages. Do not confuse exchange eopies of the fanzines in
question, exchanged with this editor, with the review copies to be gent
to lirs, Wood., This switch in reviewers is effective at once, so bettier
get a oopy of your rag, clearly marked REVIEW CORY,to Honey noweses..he

Hello, you nice folks who sent me that threeefoot stack of farmags
this month, I'1ll try to get them all reviewed before Harlan ghoves his
foot in my typewriter, &

The tears this wonth are shed over CAMEQ, which is suspending, afe
ter a single issue, due to Gene's illehealth and Marieeliouisets impend=
ing marriage to a nonefan, Sympathy and feliogitations are duly extend-
edy but we grieve for fandom's one true literaxry effort, Will -somebody
please pick it up? '

Also suspended, with 4, is Viec Waldrop's ALIEN, This final issue
is the only one we've seen, and Judging from it alone~evwhich is, o f
course, unfaire-we'd say it was a small loss, ‘

The regulars are out in full force, OPERATION FANTAST drops a line
that he has a new American addressj Phil Rasech has finally given up his
momumental task as O=F's representative this side of the water, You must
now send all QPERATION FANTAST money to E{n s
@ﬂ:kﬁl.?’ 8, Cplifornla. The latest OF is well worth your Immediate Sube
soription, being chock full of pro and semlwpro material from Over There,

s | | .
] /\ O 15 Robert Peatrowsky, Box 634, Norfolk,Nebraska,

of a good candy bar.

Stark, 290 Kenyon Aveme, -

How good can one fammag get? This nicely=dittoled pinte
gizer is vaulting over the shoulders of the veteran zines
to step into the spot which has been cupty asinge Lee Hoffw
man lost interest in her zine, You simply cantt afford
to miss i#5, which is hilarious with takeoffs on Bradbury
and Heinlein whioh are truly olever and not corn¥, Run,do
not walk; the cost is only five ceutss less than the pooat

“
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WUMMERY |
INUSTINIINDN | s/sgy Eawin Corley, Hqe Sae Hge ARMTC,
Patrick A¥B, Florida, Another half-size mag, dittoed,
dedicated to the element of drama in fantasy, This is~
sue, the first, contains three play scriptsj one a dra=
matization for radio of Poe'!s THE BLACK CAT, and t h e
others originel., This should provide a fertile field
for fan groups who wish to present playlets and skits,
and will fill a need in the fantasy field, as yet wnfdlt
but none the less striking, This first issue also cone
tains an article on the new triedim films, and the uwe
ual firsteissue plea for material, The cost is a dime,
but don't send him a dime; send him a quarter or more
for three or aix issues,

RENALTS §ANMCE
Avemue, Flushing 67, N,Y, Lagt CRYIN', we gave ¢t his
megazine a sharp slap acktoss the pinkies for fuedin'and
fightin', We are happy to announce that thig issue i s
far more resitrained in tone, and the ones glandered last
issue have been given a chance to talk back to their dw
tractors. All in all, this issue is quite an improve=
ment over last time, and will interest most of +t hose
fanzine readers who take an active part in the controy=
ersies which periodically devastate fandom, Constructe
ive oriticiams the margins are too nerrow, The staples
tear out, In fact, half the fanzines this month suffer
from some form or other of the Stapleitis virus, Sta=
pleitis has three major formsi (=) staples too close to
the left margin, (b) staples that are too amall for a
thick zine, and don't penetrate the paper, and (¢) sta~
plea hacked in to close the zine shut, which teax u p
half the reading-matter before you can get the bDlasted
thing open, We are inclined to join a branlnew Staple
Wax,

r = R
J“/—\I\I" fo—’b I~ CLarry Touzinsky, 2911 liinnescta Av-
emue, St, Louis 18, Missouxri, This looks like the poor
man's Qv gorawly artwork and all, Material is mode=~
rately intereating, but top-heavy with letters and pexr=
gonal data aboul people very few people knows L &2 2 T ¥
announces it will be irregular in the future, This one
needs a few more issues before it shapes up into any =
thing definite,

Fod o
Y C !, Davia Ish, 914 Hammond Road, Ridgewood, N e w
Jersey, 10g

As ugual, the cover is beautiful,

(5 (8!

:’)C? U} Dr] Joe Kinne, 255 South 6th Streety,Fulton NY
This odd little first issue, cut on an all~gap typewri=
ter, looks as if it might shape up into something orig=-
inal and entertaining, once editor Kinne stops apologi~-
zdng for "My complete lack of oreative abillty.% Come,
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CRYXIN' IN THE SINK (contirmed)

Joej; a little thing like that never stopped & fanzine
editor yet., There are some interesting disoussion ideas
tossed around, evidently seeking controversy and intel-
ligent comment, Why not give it to him? One thin dime
gets it, .

G AN ‘\ N\ T )

) lr\J,\ /\/ \ ;"\L:J George J. Vikenins, 4152 Parkside Ave
emue, Fhiladelphia 4, Pennsyldyania, This emanation of
the Beanie Brigade had us holding our sides and ohucke
ling with nostalgic memory of the good old deys when
fans were fesasans and proud of it, The column, FAN~
DOM?S HIGHLIGHTS, is in the old, .almost=lost style o f
George Caldwell; and no tang of modern cyhicism and ine
surgent what-thee~hellishness penetrates these grand pore
tals. STARMAG 18 a fanzine in the grand tradition o f
SPACEWARP, LUNACY, SPACETEER; the old guard will find it
wonderfully reminiscent, and the neofan who got disguse
ted at SAL and similar dirty little rags, will find a
1ot of good clean fun in these pages, (EDITOR'S WOTE:it
appears time to re-~state that our opinions asre not nege
essarily in sgreement with Marion'g---honest Dave, bude
4y, honest! Put down that bronze bust of Balloo, Davel
I'm your en rapport twin, 'member?,,.,he) It's the off-
icial organ of something called THE STARMEN, and if it
weren!t for MUMMERY and MOTE, we'd probably give it top
billing, The content is only 80=803 but the attitude's
tog-notoh. In ocage you havent't guessed, we LOVED it. So
will youe !

{ B GA R Y L T e 4 i ¥

J T\“,.) l .f‘\B l\\l J “\\ f ..’\\t\l [z"\\ 2 1 Lee Iremper, 1022 N,
Tuxedo Street, Indienapolis, Indiana, We might have
loved this one too if we could read it, The inking was
o light that half the pages were one big blank spot., We
suggest either using more ink~-it's expensive, but not
that expensive~~or better stengil=outting, What little
of the material we could decipher, looked goodjy fiotion
by some of the names made famous in FAN=-FARE, and sgome
emusing departments and poetry. In short, it looks good
enough so that I'd like to see the reproduction improve
ed. Some fanzines are better -off with blank spots in
the inking; but we'd LIKE to read this one, Send her a
subscription-~fifty cents~-and maybe she can afford sane
ink,

s
\/ E.(::JJL\Toel lydahl, 119 S. Front St. Marquette, Michie
gan, ihis one is so consistently good that we axre go=
ing to save space to pan some less fortunate ‘zine, and
Just reocommend that you subscribe lmrediately.0f oourse
if you're a fan, you probably already have & subsoript=
ion, so why should I waste speace telling you what yo u
know already? 102 the copy and should be more,

SCIENCE FICTION ADVERTISER

s Daxmit, we eumdt find the nddrees eu thie one, llorals


uddre.es/fijj

CRYIN' IN THE SINK (permanently concluded)

never throw away the envelopes on your fanzineg, Haaare
lan} Help) (EDITOR'S NOTE:; Roy A, Squires, 1746 Kameth
Road, Glemdale 1, California,.,.he} The serious student
of science fioction, fantasy and related fields, should
subscribe to this magazine just as he subsoribes to the
more professional magazines, It is the only magszine.

which consigtently end exhaustively covers

iisting new books and publications, and prinking sueh
articles as the current "Science In Fiotion" by Henry
Kuttner, There is also some exoellent artwork by fane

- il o~

dom?s Bonestell, lorris Scott Dollens, and
plethora of book reviews, where~to-buy-its,

PN 18P, s ol | N &
\//.,""\\ J\}f'\J‘JJOI\I

 yousknow=who, That's a pretty fair sample

expect from this--expect the unexpected-~and to get it,
you just write to Normane~wait till you read your copy-

=then send him whatever ym think it was wo

can't loge that way, and VANATIONS is the o

rival of the old OPE

terzines which gave fans a soundingeplace f
N everything, Highly recommended,

UTO P A Mz,
Texas, Ordinary amateur fiction, too many
ert work and fair articles; this one goes

| U Norman G, Browne, 13906 « 10lA Ave
eme, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada., The usual chaotically
arranged and beamtifully mimeographed grabe=beg of seri-
ous and wacky pieces on every subject undexr the s un,
Phil Ragch ocontributes a serious item on TIIE BIOLOGICAL
URGE AND TiE FUTURE, and Jack Harness presents THE AlA=»
LYTICAL LAVAZQRY nd BRASS TRACKS, a deadpan takeoff on
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the field,

the uasual
and ads,

of what ¢ o

rthe You
nly serious

N STFIRE and VQle=the oldm=type lete

or just abaut

ReJ, Banks, 111 South 15th, Cérsioa.na. /

reviews, bad ;
on and m and >\/,--

on, never improving but never getting any worme. Some i

poolry-=go=galled-=has been added, and Leif

ious articles are as good as ever, but we groan and hide .’YT),
™ our face at the~-yes, really=-~CROSSWORD PUZZIES}! T o 00\"' N

what base uses are we coume, Horatiowmenan,

) OP U S 2 O Rich Elsberr%--emse N@w=i
ural misteke, MNax Keasler,

CHICON II, If you like conventien reports,

already satiated with reports on the aforegaid or?sy'iyou
will probably f£ind this well worth the price Keaslerx
didn't bother llasting, Send him a couple dimes and see

. ox 24, Washington U, S 1 ,
y Zouls 5, lissouri, This contains gue long ertieleyRich
Blsberry's bottle=by-bottle report of the not~go=recent

Ayants serw
&

t was a nate

and are not

what happens., You might even get Elsberry for that,

dnd that's it for this time, Incidentally,

Hexrlan, it is Mrs, Eredley,

not Miss, I olear up this little point because now and then, in m y
danzine writings, I slip in a reference to ny toddler=sized son, and I
vigh mwy character to remain unblemished, Iy husband is very mmeh i n

§vidence, around here at least, and is alse
Ytevie, at two, ias already & devoted POGO g
reason we reffered to Merion as "Misg Bradl
refer to Mra, Harry James as "Betty Grable,
end thanks for allowing SFB to have the ple

a8 long as we dld, Next imsue Honey Wood r

a fan-type critter, while
ddiot, (EDITOR'S NOTE; the
ey" was the same reagon we
" Cleax? Bye to you,Marion
agure of your reviews forx
eviews=~gddress page 82.he)
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} Gawd{ How this isgue has grown! All
| I did ‘was turn’around and Bingol I
| wag stuck with 90~gome odd pages of
| 8FB if you oount all the unumbered,
[

A

. and included sheets, At any rate,I
' had ‘schediled a nice long letterish
" 4 type colummn here, but I just ¢ 't
| see my way glear to put in another
. fifteen pages for letters, Sorry.,
. but that?s how it stands, Please,I
beg of you, don't be sending me any
letters agking why there wagn't ag
long a letter section as usual., I~
tve told you all why, now you know,

| Some-of the letters from. thig +time
I will mention bri efly herein, and
| & few, such as H,L, Gold'g highiy
; interegting missive-concerning \
i he rejeoted THE LOVERS, will b e
held over till next issue,
another letter,a
Tun-down of which revegled that he
.liked the GALAXY APPRECIATION ISSUE
but thought I shouldntt have run the
| : article by Rich Elgberry, Many of
L 7 the readers thought it was g dipge=
nting note in the otherwise highly enjoyed issue, but we still contend
it wag a worthy piece of writing, and belonged therein as much af any-
thing else, Righ Elsberry sent us a lettep Saying that np, hig opini=-
ons hadntt changed, and he wasn't incegmged by my editorial noteg, On
the other hand, Richard Geis writes that my obvious inferiority ehows
wp too painfully in SFB, ‘This létter will Bee print next issue along
with Bert Hirschhornsg polite letter telling ug that after looking at
the last issue he had concluded that we were no longer a fanzine,but s
fawnzine, since we had fawvned all over GALAXY, Hank Moskowitz dssgreed
with our BOOT, to g certain extent, and Fred Chappell commented, YReade
ing SEB ig like being wrurng through an emotional washing machine wWringe
ST3 unusual, wiforgettable, and thoroughly exhausting," One of SHEB'g
artists, Jaok Harness, described how he felt about working on aspigne "
nent from SEBy M,,,the difference between my Xiking Venable and my lim
ting you is like g key and & lock and g Jigsaw puzzle, ‘I am B 111t
%entented and userul tool, realize it, end £it hand in glove, With you
I have to adjust to the %ingular],y interloeking eontours of your ego
&nd personality,..with Venable itts push~pull, clicke-click but with you
there's gome satisfaction in cowpleteing g gomplex puzzle, There 1 8
» Mere understanding involved. Gee! Then there wag ny good friend who
edits the sterling zine VEGA, Joel Kydehl, who said the issue was mone
mental but SHOULD NOT BE SENT ROLLED UPlil So we won't, See our new
Beiling system bagk cover this igsue, ° Redd Boggs letter was too good,
fnd too long, to either forget or not use at all, 80 we're saving the
$hing till nextish, ‘Then there wag Dave Englisgh who fell medly 4 n
dove with Dean Grennellts For You Mastication, and said that the whole
morld could now fold, .as the word "oreadle" had heen invented, Hmm,now
taere is a thought and g half, And there wag a letter from a youngmn
tame of Johnuy Wasso that, frankly, ig the »eagon I published this ig-
ey I was so disgusted with 'all of you that didntt bother sending in
bhe tally sheet, that I waB gaing to fold, tmi Wasso's letter came in,
and I didntt, " I'11 run it next issue, And that's it for thig iah..he
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new depaxrtment

THEY LURKETH WITHIN

RICHARD BERGERON: our ocover artist- is a fellow residing
in Newport, Vermont, whose style of illustrating has at
la8t won him the praise he so richly deserves, Since to
reproduce his work in the most advantageous manner, o00=
lor must be used, SIB went out and had this issue!s coe
ver silk-soreened expressly, Rich will be appearing as
often as he can in SFBULLETIN in the future,

DAVID ENGLISH: appears now as the pre-eminent in fandom

v insofar as caustic wit is congerned. A teen-age reside

ent of Dunkirk, New York, Dave has more than once set the sides of our
editorial staff splitiing with hidg column, No greater exponent of the
mature in humor exists in fandom today, A young man with talent,

L, SPAAGUE IiE CAMP: tHe author of this issuets oo~lead actiocle, is as
welleknown as ary one author can be in scienee fioction, having gpeared
first in September of 1937 in ASTQUIDING, and rapidly rising like a V2
in the ranks till his latest book, THE CONTIMENT MAKERS AND OTHERS has
brought him to the very pimmnsole, He is also head of the Philadelphia
World Convention'!s Rules Committee, henoce the authority for the artiocle,

REOD BOGGSs is about as much a cornerstone of fandom as you'd hope to
ever see, In the ranks for a goodly mumber of years, the Minneapolis,
limesota sage o0f the analytical article publishes one of the most lie
terate of the limited circulation magazines, SKYHOOK, A prince,

BILL DIGNIN; & young fellow who will one of these days stand boot t o
boot with the Biggest of the Big, has a cleverly working mind that may
at any moment be the impetus to spew forth either a robot cartoon or a
snide movie review, Discovered here in Cleveland by one of SFBs staff
members, Sally Dunn, Bill has oome up 80 fast he has amazed even us, 4
staunch and straightforward member of Seventh Fandom, by the way.

ALGLS BUIRYS; whose UNCLE AYJAY'S SACTIME SAGA on page 42 was hindered
by running it too far down the stencil, ia one of the fastest-riding of
prodom's new writers, Such stories as THE HIGH PURPOSE, THE WEEBLIES,
WAIK 10 THE WORLD and a host of others have put him in the publie eye
z%rg?iy mofg thg{l % few times% Jé fgghooming book will establish AJ

D J0Ye, IS sLinks as assisiant editor of such magazines as GALAXY
SCIENCE FICTION apd GIXME: THUES, give him a more than adequate backe
ground in the field, And a helluva nice guy, to boot,

LESTER DEL REY; needs no introdugtion, Suffice it to say that of the
perheps five or six truly great writers in the field, Les in up in the
forefront, As editor of SPACE SF, SF ADVENIULES, FANTASY FICTION and
ROCKET STURIES, he starded a chain of publications still being seen on
the newsstands of America, and as the author of HELEN O'LOY he bore a
pleasant memory still seen in the hearts of SF¥ers of America.

U ROSEN:; a young lady from Mimneapolis has turned out some highly une
usual pieges of material in the past, but none so ineocmprehensibly une
classifiable as this issuels RUSTIC TAlE, ©Su is, by the way, 14.

BOB SILVERBERG: publishes one ~~  vdom's outetandi peri’nd.i..na&s in
= k
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