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THE INSIDER

EMOCs (E-Mails of Comment)

<<in an effort o get SOME KIND OF RESPONSE from SOMEBODY, | sent an e-mail
message out to those addresses that | have (go ahead, send me yours-if you dere).
Ha Ha!!! Mine is cagey@i1.net (that's @ letter eye, number one.nef) - see you on the
infemet! . | would LIKE o have anything you would care o send me ebout 3 days
before the end of the month just before | need fo publish the newsletter (Feb., April,
June, Aug., Oct. 8 Dec.).>>

From: Bill Hodgson bhodgson@oke.cc.ok.us

At least you only raised the panel fees $2. Many shows are both raising
fees AND taking a lamger percentage. Combined with the increasingly
common practice of charging extra for maikin art (sometimes only a small
extra fee, but often hefty, such as a significant fee ($20-50) plus requiring
the artist to buy a membership despite not being there), they\ve lamgely
driven me from the convention market. Sometimes the art show staff is
responsible, but usually it seems to be others on the concom, especially
those who look at the art show as "part of a con but not their part.”

I\e tried periodically over the years to inform folks, usually in the form of
a combination con critique & nun-down of saleslexpenses. It seems to
camy impact sometimes, especially if | was high-seller in the show, to
illustrate just how little actual profit, then compare it to a "real job." (e.g.
"That $1200 gross comes outt to $800 net, but then you have to cut that
in half, to cover continuing & overhead expenses, for about $400 final
net, which took more than a week, for maybe $1500 per month, before
taxes, etc.” People who tum burgers at McDonalds say that sounds
grand, but anyone who Iives in the real world knows how little incentive
that is to stick with it, especially with a family.)

Back when Shemmie & | used to hit Archon together, we only had tiny
Joseph, & Shemie was still working about half-time. We'd traded our
Saab Turbos in for Subarus & adopted a more-modest lifestyle. It was
easy {o say it didn't matter that going to Archon cost as much as | made
there. Now | have to go without her, room with fellow artists, & keep
expenses & time gone to a minimum. | feel fike | hardly atterd cons, at
all, even though I'm there. I'll bet you get a lot of the same thing, working
the art show. Except for trading sleep for hanging out with friends, it's
tough to get to do much of anything, huh?

If there's any way | can be at Archon, 1 will. 1l know in June, conceming
the Ren Fest, & 1Yl let you know then. J.R. & | trade off camying each
other’s art to shows the other can't attend, & he's already agreed to camy
mine to Archon, so | should be able to send some nice work, Everyone
got a kick out of watching one of my $1 pieces reach $300 in the auction.
Though | seemed to miss some of the Archon regulars | was used to
seeing, | did get to meet a number of new people last year. it's one of the
big lures which keeps me retuming to cons, the chance to make friends
as much as collectors. For someonre as shy as | am, that's awfully nice.

Sorry about your winter blahs. I'm kinda blah this week, too, but it's
probably lack of sleep. | hope you get to get out & do something wild,
have fun, & shake those blahs. {And no, when the cops stop you, you
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can't say, "Bill said | coukl.” — ah, heck, go ahead & say it, & if they think
"Clinton,” so much the better. . .)

And by the way, the remaining of those 3 Subarus tumed over 200,000
miles an hour ago. Cool, huh? It got to 200,000.1 & stuck! | thought it
was going to refuse to register another mile. | thwomped it with my
knuckles, & off it went again. That's all the rest it gets!

| have "fond” memories of trips in that Subany, such as the Boston
Marathon, coming back from the World Con in Boston. | had a blow-out
in St. Louis rush-hour traffic. While changing the tire, | noticed cars
seemed fo be making these strafing runs at me. It seemed awfully rude.
Then | noticed that the lane I'd been in mered left just behind the car,
which was just behind the top of a hill. That was the time when | proved
that an inspired artist can indeed qualify for an Indy pit crew.

Uh, oh. I'm rambling again, arent 1? I'm supposed to be painting. Il pop
acheck for $30 in the mail before the end of the month.

Thanks, Kay.
Your silly artist, Bill Hodgson

<<Thank you, Bill. Archon had to raise their prices this year, but spread it
out over the whole con. | don't know the thinking behind other cong’
charges, especially for maikin art, but | like getting mailin art for the
variety it offers the local fan who can't travel to see the artists’ works at
their local cons.

Of course, it causes me, personally, some effort in unpacking, checking
to see the art made the trip undamaged & matches the paperwork sent
by the artist, repacking, & hauling it to the con. At the con | have always
been lucky to have wolunteers who help me set up & tear down, o
unpacking again & hanging & taking down & repacking is a matter of
supervision on my part. But then | haul it to my home again, unpack
again & double-check unsold art against paperwork & in the corect box,
efc., repacking & then hauling to the post office or UPS to finally mail
back to the artist is a hassle and generally takes me a full week of
vacation time after the con to get done. But, at the end of the week, |
have ALL of my paperwork & finances done & checks sent out to the
artists for any sold art ALL DONE. If | didn't, | would just scream, cause
by then, | am SOO0C00 TIRED!!!

But we don't charge for this because | do it for free cause | guess | just
love doing the Art Show so much - along with the help of my wonderfut
friend Sher Neander, who | “con” into helping me. Besides, if we charge
for it, who gets it? The con? (why?) The art show chair who is doing all
the backbreaking work? (If so, | may re-think the matter - he he he.) Or
do they use this money to hire someone to do all the work? (The only real
reason | can see for charging for maikins.) Oh, well, whatever.

Thanks for the Subaru stories. So, Subarus do hoid up for a long time,
huh... Betcha didn't know wnat | steal good emails and put in the
newsletter | edit - at least, not till now. ;) He He He... Hmmm, wonder if
Il ever get email from him again? | HOPE SO. kg>>
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RELEASE: 98-77 TEST PILOTS TO TESTBEDS - NASA CUSHIONS LIFTOFF
& EASES BEDSORES

A foam materid developed by NASA researchers to cushion pilots against the
rigors of test flight, & curently in use aboard the Space Shuttles, is now being
successfully sold in pillows & matiresses by a Lexington, KY, company to treat
disorders rangng from sleeplessness to the more severe iliness of pressure
uicers, commonly known as bedsores.

Tempur-Pedic's products have been cited by the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs as "very effective for the treatment & prevention' of bedsores & “very
comfortable” to patients. Both the Velerans Affars Department & the Nationa
Institutes of Heath have purchased hundreds of Tempur-Pedc products for use in
their pain management & ulcer reatment programs. Bedsares, which can be fatal
if left unfreated, cost the Medicare & Medicaid programs almost $2 billion annually
for treatment of wheelcharbound, nusing home & hospifal patients.
Tempur-Pedic can be contacted by telephoning 1-800-886-6466 or at the web
address: www termpurpedic.com

NASA actively encourages commercialization of its technologes. To leam more
about NASA innovations, commercidlization efforis & the agency’s technology
transfer progams, interesled paties can access the NASA Commercid
Technoiogy Network web page at URL: hitpJ/inctn hqnasa.gov/

olVNeodeonmdvile

From: *Powell, Brooks - 3727 <brooksp@mohela.com> & Lisa K Holsherg
[SMTPlisa@hypermall.com)

The following are actua conversations between dlients and travel agents.

A client called in inquinng about a package o Hawaii. Afler going over all the cost
info, she asked, “would it be cheaper fo fly fo Califomia and then {ake the frain fo
Hawaii?

| got a call fom a woman who wanled fo go to Capetown. | started fo explain the
length of the flight and the passport information when she interrupted me with *fm
not frying to make you look stupid, but Capetown is in Massachusetts." Without
trying to make her look like the stupid one, | camly explained, "Cape Cod is in
Massachusetts, Capetown is in Africa.” Her response ... dlick.

A secretary called in looking for hotel in Los Angles. She gave me various names
off a list, none of which | could find. | finally had her fax me the fist. To my
suprise, it was a list of hotels in New Orleans, Louisiana. She thought the LA
stood for Los Angeles, and that New Orleans was a suburb of LA Worst of all,
when | called her back, she was not even embarrassed.

A man called, furious about a Florida package we dd. | asked what was wong
with the vacation in Orlando. He said he was expecting an ocean-view room. |
fried to explain that is not possible, since Orando is in the midde of the state. He
replied, *Don' fie fo me. | looked on the map and Florida is a very thin state.”

| got a call fom a man who asked, "is it possible to see England from Canada? |
said, "No." He said *but they lock so close on the map.*

Another man called and asked if he could rent a car in Dalas. When | pulled up
the reservattion, | noticed he had a 1-hour fay-over in Dallas. When | asked him
why he wanted fo rent a car, he said, *I heard Dallas was a big aiport, and | need
acar fo dive between the gates to save time

A nice lady just cailed. She needed to know how it was possible that her flight
from Detroit left at 8:20am and got into Chicago at 8:33am. | tried to explain that
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Michigan was an hour ahead of lllinois, but she could not understand the conoept
of time zones. Finally | fold her the plane went very fast, and she bought that!

A womean called and asked, "Do airlines put your physical description on your bag
so they know who's luggage belongs to who? | said, "No, why do you ask?” She
replied, "Well, when | checked in with the airline, they put a tag on my luggage that
said FAT, and I'm overweight, is there any connection? After putting her on hold
for a minute while | "looked into it" ( | was actually laughing) | came back and
explaned the city code for Fresno is FAT, and that the airline was just putting a
destination tag on her luggage.

1just got off the phone with a man who asked, *How do | know which plane to get
on? | asked him what exactly he meant, which he replied, 'l was told my flight
number is 823, but none of these planes have numbers on them.”

A woman called and said, * | need fo fly fo pepsi-cola on one of those computer
planes.” | asked if she meant to fly to Pensacola on a commuter plane. She said,
"Yea, whatever *

cllvesecasdvile

From: colleen joerger <cjoerger @swbel net>

TOP TEN REASONS WHY THE STAR TREK CHARACTERS WOULD KICK
BUTT IN THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE

In the Star Wars Universe weapons are rarely, if ever, fatd unless they hit
stormiroopers. In Star Trek the guys evaporate, melf, go poof, catch fire,
dsintegrate; it all depends on what the effects guys want fo happen. And the good
guys don' just "get wounded” - ask the redshirts.

Nobody laughs when the Enterprise shows wp. The Millennium Faicon is a fiying
junkheap that ncbody takes seriously. (Except Lando and anyone who wears a
cape and hangs around with a four foot blue alien with a femaie sex organ on its
face has problems keeping redlity in focus as it is.)

Hen Solo couldn't even beam his way out of a snowstom and came home
smelling like dead tauntaun.

One Letter: Q.

If you think the Imperids have frouble with the lame Rebels, think what the
Romuians or the Klingons would do to them, let done the Dominion.

The shields on Star Trek ships go ALL THE WAY AROUND, unlike the Death
Star "lef's leave this one unshielded portal fo the reactor wide open’ - boy does the
Emperar need fo get away from this lowest bidder thing.

Maybe if Luke thought about getting laid a bit more often he'd meflow out, maybe
even gamer some much needed suppoart for his pathstic Alliance, not to mention
the thousands of warids that would line up fo join in if Leia ever put out.

Fereng don't let their women wear ANY dlothes and they sure as heck don' feed
them {o starved monsters when there's ear lobes that need rubbin’.; Beats the
heck out of a desert world with sweaty Gamarrean guards any day of the week.

C3PO and R2D?2 are a couple of talking kitchen utensils next fo Data.

Han Solo never hangs around during any red battles. His puny ship can't hack it
so he runs and picks on TIE fighters the whole time. Every Enterprise ever out
there kicked ass.; Ask the Romulans, Klingons, Cardassians, Dominion, anybody.
You dont F#@! with the Enterprise.
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