




















1821 Sep 1998:  Discworld
Convention Il

The second convention devoted o all things
Pratchettian takes place at the Adelphi Hotel
in  Livepool, with guests including
one-guess, Stephen Briggs and Dave
Langford. Reg. £35, £25 unwaged.

&3P0 Box 4100, Homchurch, Essex, RM11
262

25-28 Sep 1998: Albacon 98

Central Hotel, Glasgow. Reg. €25 att, £15
sup (fsing to £30 on 1 Jan). Guests Ray
Harryhausen, Diana Wynne Jones, Kim
Newman,

= Abacon ‘98, F1/2. 10 Atas Road
Glasgow, G21 4TE

2 Nov 1998: Armadacon X

Date unknown, but the venue is the
Gopthorne Hotel n Plymouth. £25 att., €19
unwaged,

= Armadacon X, PO Box 38, Plymouth

© 01752 267873812698

13-15 Nov 1998: Novacon 28

Venue TBA. guest Paul J. McAuley, Reg.
£28 to Easter 98.

= Novacon 28, 14 Park Street, Lye,
Stourbridge. West Midlands, DY9 8SS
26-28 Feb 1999: Redemption
Babylon 5 and Blake's Seven con at the
Intemational Hotel in Ashford. Kent. £35 att
101 Sep 98, thereatter £40.

= Redemption, 28 Diprose Road, Core
Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 3QY
Spring / Summer 1999: Eurocon
Dortmund, Germany.

= Sdence Fiction  Tage eV, Am
Keltenbrauk 28, D-44287  Dortmund,
Germany

# http: / /v, cbg. de/sf - tage- nrw
2-5 Apr 1999: Reconvene

The 50th UK National SF Convention and
the last of the twentieth century; venue s the
‘Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool and the guests are

# mychelle@firedrake.demon.co.u
k

Jul 1999: Baroquon

The annual UK role-playing con. in
Cambridge. Guest Mary Gentle

©8 Sadder's Close. Baldock. Herts
SG7 6EF

11 Aug 1999: Total Eclipse of the
Sun

Totalty passes through Cormwal, Nortvern
France and bits of taly.

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3

The Worldcon goes down under fo
Melbourne. Guests Greg Benford, Bruce
Gillespie; the deceased George Turner
wil stil be honoured. Reg. £90 (with
complicated variations - ask ‘em).

= UK Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tilehurst

somewhere n northern Europe, probaby the
UK or a BeNeLux country. £4.00 per year, to
be deducted from the eventual membership
cost.

@ Milennium, co Malcom Reid. 186
Casewick Rd. West Norwood. London,
SE27 052

# vdputtegsimplex.nl

31 Aug-4 Sep 2000: Chicon 2000
The 56h and millenial woridcon, uests
Ben Bova, Bob Eggleton, Jim Baen, Bob
& Anne Passovoy, and Harry Turtledove
(toastmaster). Reg. $125 (presupporters
$115), various discourts; rates rise 1 Mar
9%

UK Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tihurst Road,
Reading, RG1 7TT

# martinhoare@cix.co.uk

1 PO Box 642057, Chicago, llinois 60665,

Jeff Noon, Peter S. Beagle, John Clute,
and Ron Tiner. It's themed around “Time

Road, Reading, RG1 7TT
# mart: o

was; Time s; Time shall be". Join before 1
Jan 98 for €25 (£1250 supp. &
concessions); thereafter £30 (£15)

13 West Shrubbery, Redland, Bisto, BS6
652

27 Dec
Millennium

Seein the new millennium (a year early i
you'e a pedant) at this con, 1o be held

USA
dch 5
2000:  *http://www.chicon.org/
29 Dec 2000-1 Jan 2001:
Hogmanaycon

Central Hotel, Glasgow. Reg. £2001 att.
£2.01 sup. (nar har)

Matrix Crossword 21
by John English
Acro
8 Dwscovevev of ba\ante points, jailbird
with scope for
9. discovering such an asteroid, one
from lium. (6)
10. Conventional music, the noisy kind. (4) [12
11. Convention held in current month
features worker describing Niven's

moon. (10)

12 Magazine availablefrom Andromeda,
elc.(6)

14, Thin cooked ear (fied). (8)

15. Nereids primary planet (Dune)
destroyed after ladis evacuated. (7)

17 Waxing thus, | cry “All's ost!" (7)

20. Non-Einsteinin instrument tracking
salor, thus, (8)

22 Weapon invented by President Ronald
we hear.

23, Loitered o buy inks. (5.5)

24, Type of fly found upon the deep. (4)

25, Thanks to Jules, not winding up n pub.

6)
zs Lakesservam on Gor. (8)

1A' 1o oo, savo causing
chaos

2. Kirk there? Tris hiker is, anyway! (4)

3. Being mobile tree, it rides on back of
lorry. (6)

4. Hot place? Give me sizziing curry! (7)

5. Lost animal with author taken aboard Anderson's undersea craft. (8)

6. vory hunter, perhaps, just captivted by new o toy. 5.5)
7. Take a tip to th east, as Gully Foyle does. (6)
13. Forune tellr i star dle? Go crazy (10)
16. Litle neutral one disturbed tistel-ale? (8)
18. Fish tanks with saimon's ai, one of interestto 13, (8)
19. Outcomes concering last morih aboard shi. (7)
21. Offcers atendantis a hero n DC. 6)
22 Author fnally dries out due o extra contractual condions. (6)
24. Launching frework upwards, sparks emerging, using this? (4)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
REGISTER NOW! Books for the Reader and Collecor from Brian
Ameringen. Many ol you already know me from convertion dealers'
roams, auctons and BSFA arcies. Early n 1998 | wil be producing my.
it ever Science Ficion ( Fartasy | Horror cataogue which wil have.

name and address (postalor emai) and | wil make sure you receive
capy. ordrop me your "Wans Ui now fo g ahead o e game.
Wis End, 37 Coveniry Road, lMod. Essex IG1 4QR Email

cjnécompusexve. con
WANTED

RADIO PLAYS WANTED Radio aficianado (and rocent BSFA joinee)

Ellen Cheshire is desperate 10 gel hr ears on two sfrack plays, bolh

broadcast on Rado 4 a fow years ago. They are! An Allemate fo

Suicde (90 mins) and The Siver Sky (60 mins) by Tanth Lee. I

anjone has eliher of these and can copy them, Ellen wil happly

Advertisements and announcements are FREE to BSFA members. Send your ad to the
editorial address, or phone (0113) 217 1403.

negotae ferms in kind from her own extensive radio collction f you
can help provide clues i tis desperats search, contac efther Ellen or
Greg on 0181 550 6026,
WANTED ) SF & F Videos. B) Popuiar Science Bools. C) Books
concemed wih “Computer Applcalions in Nalual Scences and
Engineering’ including some oder ones as fa back as the 70s. Send
SAE for want lst. please say which. Send your own ls wit oters on
flem C. Cortact: Manred Diehl. 62 Kaiser-Wiheim SI. 067053
Ludwigshaten, Germany
BOOKS NEEDED FOR A LOVING HOME: John Crowley Agyot
Gardner Dozois ed. The Years Best SF. Eighth Annual Collection in
 New SF Five in Brain,efher ecion wit
do. These are fo reading, so cheapness is apprecited (condilon is ot
a condon). Cortact: Syd Foster on 01792 206729, Thanks gang!
WANTED: a capy i any condiion of The Rabbe Rousers by Eric Fank
Russell Contact: John Ollis. 51 Belmont Road, Luon LUT 1LL

RESULTS  OF
“BLURBS R Us"
The answers were.
1. Paul . McAuky, Pasqual’s Angel VGSF 5
2. Jack MeDevit, Engines o God,Voyager 9
3. Teny Pratchet, g Times, Corg 95
4. Chrstopher Evans, Actec Centuy, VGSF 83
5. John Whibour, To Buid Jerusalem, VGSF 35
6. N.Lee Wood, Looking Fo the Mahd, Vsia 96
7. Peter . Hamilton, MindsarRisig, Pan 53
6. Kim Newran, The Cuorum, Pocket 34
9. Richard Calder, Dead Thigs, Voyager %
10, Patriia Anthory, Happy Polceman, NEL, 35
1. Jonathan Lethem, Gun, With Occasional Music, NEL 95
12. Robert J. Sawyer, The Terminal Experiment, NEL 95
13. Stephen Barter. Raft, Voyager 52
14 Jonathan Carol, From the Teeth of Angels, Voyager 95
15. Storm Constanfine, Statking Tender Prey, Creed 95
16. Nexander Bsher, fim, Ot 95
17. Alison Sinclair, Legacies, Millnrium 35
Diicut, bt the il s ncuded inthe burbext
18. Alasdair Gray. 1982, Janine, Penguin 85
Buurb written by Gray himsel
19. Larry Nven, Jerry Pournelle & Stephen Barnes, The Legacy of
Heorot, Orbit 8¢
20. Michael Fiynn, In the Country of the Blind, Baen, 90
Aitafa tinker. Ciose bu o cigar f you pl Gitson &
Stelng's The Diference Engine of Chistopher Fowler's

COMPETITION ~ 128:

As your esteemed editor mentioned in Matrix 128 1 was
slow in getting a compeition to him, so he set this one
himself, Although he - thank goodness! ~ supplied me
witha copy of the answers, | was able o have a go myself
first; just getting into practice for my ‘retirement” after the
next Matrix. | was flummoxed by lofs of them, but had to
bow tothe greater knowledge of the winner Steve Jeffery
who, although getting most of them correct, fel into the
same trap as | did with the last one (well, it was obviously
The Diffrence Engine, wasn't it In fact only Theo Ross
got this one correct, and was a very good runner-up,

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 127: “TELLY
ADDICT?”

1. Sapphire in Sapphireand Stel) 2. Rimmer (in Red Duaarf
3. Ellot (4 For Andomeda - with Fred Hoyle) 4. Gallfrey
(Doctor(s) Who) 5. Nicholls (Uhura in Star Trek) 6
Anderson (Sylvia) 7. Lotus (McGoohan’s car at the start of
The Prisoner) 8. Creighton-Ward (Lady Penclope)

The tie-break answer was MAJOR - ‘cos the initial leters
of each answer spell (backwards) CLANGERS, and as
evry fule no Major Clanger was the patriarch of the triffic
skify knitwear.

The first out o the hat who spotted all this was regular
contestant Nigel Parsons, $o a book token will wing its
way to Walesinthe near future
+ The winner of the crossword in issue 125 was regular
entrant Sue Jones. Congratulations! — Roger Rabinson
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COMPETITION 130: “CLARKE REPRISED”

Since, thanks ta the Post Office, many of you didn't re
issue, we're re-running the competition. But as partial recompense we
have two of John English's splendid crosswords to test your wits - a
wohere you can also find issue 128's

Please szud all competition
and crossword entries,
together with any related
correspondence, to:

vepeat of las ssue's (se page

solutions and winners) and a_perietric toughie. Rementher that Roger Robinson
there's a prize for the crosstoord too! 75 Rosslyn Avenue
Entries for the competition and both crosswords should be sent as Harold Wood, Essex
siarmal to Roger Robinsor at the address o the right RM3 0RG
Or email

The last mailing was an ‘Arthur C. Clarke Special’, so the
competition 15 just a quick run around the block for all you
Clarke fans out there. Ten easy questions for you, so let's have
lots of entries. And in addition to the normal prizes winners will
receive, courtesy of Vayager, copies of 2010, 2061 and 3001

1. Itis Arthur C. Clarke, but what does the ‘C’ stand for?
Which other very famous sf author shares his birthday with ACC?
Who wrote Odyssey: The Authorised Biography of Arthur C. Clarke?
In what year was ACC awarded his CBE?
Why did the name "HUISH' figure largely in ACC's upbringing?
In which magazine was ACC's story “The Sentinel From Eterity” irst published?
Who played Dave Bowman in the film 2001: A Space Odyssey?
Who played Dave Bowman in the film 20107
What is the title of ACC’s non-sf novel about radar and aeronautics?
10. At which London college did ACC get his Ist class honours degree in Physics and Mathematics?
AND Now THE GOOD NEWS!
The competition page has a new supremo-in-waiting, John Ollis foeliskly: bravely offered to take over the
job, and after an exhausting selection process was accepted (well - I got exhausted selecting which drink
to buy next to wish him well?). — Roger Robinson

beccon@dial . pipex.com
[REERE 7——

Wednesday 1 April 1998
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Matrix Crossword 22 — “Against Stupidity”, a Perimetric Jigsaw
by John English

Method: Soive the cues and insert he
solutons jigsaw-{ashion ito the diagram
The 28 eters around the border ofthe
completed diagram when read clockwise
starting from the the top lef corer will
spell out the name of a novel (34,10) by a
well-known author (5,6). The clues below
are arranged in alphabetcal order of their
soluions, and their numbering is
irelevant.

1. Puzale makes one nearly irate, with
twitch. (8)

2 Not many tuming south - north and
south, perhaps? (8)

3. Junkmail can't be sent o one on the
dole. (8)

4. Quaifcation at statof term for such
as Laumer's Retief? (8)

5. laid pop out, seeing double. (8)

6. For example, spots returning to
rep...(6)

7....limiless Keyes and Sagan book,
Meeting of Visions”.(3.7)

8. You or | see mast broken - ilusion?

16 Memorzble, like Johnny? (8)
0 17. Tom Holt(nearly)in disaray caused by sentinel in 2001. 8}

18. Christian creed has church embrolledin 9. (6)

19, Frank or Orson, niially - a wrter. (4)

20. Peraining to sexual revel, making partof corgi ache? (6)

21, Broken tail - cure using second stomachs in cows, )

22. Diner groups take ther seats, with Elit embracing Dean. (3)

23, Cease to use chair when holding summit. (42)

24, Make it with a cute starl(3,4)

25. Partof paté Asimov had with afternoon mezls. (¢)

26, Earthling has to make mistake in tigonometrical function. (¢)

27. Fannish meeting place with publisher's imprin n the sky, accordingto
Heinlein? (6)

28 One (not zero) in extremely hot pursuit of sexual gatication. (6)

9. Fighter plane flown backwards by

Farten - attention-grabbing tick! (7)

10, Shatter bean endiessly, grinding
puises. 10)

11, Smel surounding prophet in
Barsoom's major iy .. 6)

12....ind of smell with a direction? (6)

13 Devi alowed to remain unspoken. (8]

14. Concerning part o eye. | banish
McDonald. ()

15 Involved n travel gamely returing by
frictionless means of transport. (6)

utt ARRER

flushes back the news

B

« The lLLusTrarep Man Atter John Jarrolds - we can't leave that
man alone - thoughttul crilique of last year's Clarke Awards for
ignoring good old raditional f, i’ nice to see that the Earihlight boss
is puting his money where his mouth is by signing up such hard-sf
luminaries as Guy Gavriel Kay, John Whitbourn, Ray Bradbury and
Jane Welch. Will he put spaceships o their covers?
+ Kina Ray Lan? Further proof of the non-existence of Gary Dalkin
came in issue 197 of Victor: Or, An Ambiguous Critopia where Mr
Dalkin's editoral was attributed to Dr Butler on the contents page.
Meanwhile, said contents lst paid homage 1o the heyday of the dear
old Grudnizd in a virtuoso display of typos. A spokestublard retrted
“Fku FoF.” Not to be outdone, the editor of The Best Matx In The
World ~ Ever! (Vol. 129) proved that he doesn’t read his own
magazine ('Well, nobody else does,” he mewed piteously) by claiming
that Mark Plummer won the 1995 Best Fanwiter Nova (i was Alison
Freebairn) and covered all bets by saying thal both Bridget
Wilkinson and Bridget Hardcastle were standing for TAFF (i's the
former)
« worrA s'emiT Every so often people complain that a mainstream
witer has ripped off ‘proper’ st — Amis fis being being hailed as an
origina by having time going backwards in worrA s'emiT. ‘But drallaB
and keiD and ssidlA did that already!” they al cry. Of course, if ime
really goes backward, ntraM gol there first
+ Eooie Srosart Warck Our! s Mr Terran plotting to take over the.
world? Spotted recently somewhere in the Midands: a van
emblazoned with the word ‘Matrix' in large friendly letters. Closer
inspection revealed the small print: “Global Managed Distrbution’.
Hollow laughter was heard from the | Cant Believe Ifs Not Victor!
[That's cruel. — Ed) edtoral suite. Or was t sobbing?
- Ewpine O Te DaucHTen As J. G. Ballard's daughter s producing
BBCH' finest chat show, we think she should get hier Dad to go on.
Parky wont mind - Jm isnt an emy, and he may even answer
quesions like (1) If Crashis an extreme metaphor, what kind of simile
would it be? (2) How many downil races have you seen? (3) Why on
earth do you want fo fuck Ronald Reagan?
+Drama Or Crisis? The news that someone has managed to
convince an insurance company that he's been abducted by aliens
(with appropriate unearthly body parls as evidence] and is set o
receive a Eimilion payout had Aleph gibbering in disbelief, What
would the premium be for - let's say ~ The Sparrow winning al the
awards going? Or - whisper i softy - 2 BSFA maiing being delivered
on fime and fo every member?
+ Epimons Bewaving BaoL Can it be mere chance that 50% of the
editorial team of Victor: Or the Modem Prometheus share the names of
50% o the charadters from BBC1's most popular curren! sitcom?
When wil Messrs Kincaid and Butler be renamed Debs and Dorathy?
Aspokesbutler retorted: 4| don' think we'rein Kansas anymore, Toto.”
+ Speaking OF Wrom . .. There's been a recent thread in Ansible
concerning lesshan-lattering mentions of crics in certain authors’
works. Aleph has always wondered about a line in Terry Pratchett's
Lords and Ladies (Gollancz 1992). On page 59, Granny Weatherwax
has just entered the house of the naughty young witch Perdita to teach
her alesson

“Blessings be upon this house, said Granny Weatherwax

In much the same tone of voice have people said, ‘Eat ot lea,

Kincaid™
Aleph is sure this is some lterary or fimic reference tha's gone right
over fis head ... but perhaps our Paul once gave Terry a bad review?
. made it, and the column hasnt once mentioned
Childhood's End. ... damn am sen — K<<

BiG BUTTERS: (Names wiield o egal ard medicaladvice |
* Aleph welcomes scandal,rumour, clppings, cutings, croppngs, small pieces of
chease, and bbes (0 eora adess)

the greasepainted matrix is

improvised on an acorn a5000

hammed up atrociously by various bits

of software (notably zap, which was

just -marvellous- darling), made up by an

hp laserjet 5, subtly lit by pdc copyprint.

prompted by bramley mailing services

(oh no it wasn't), ushered to its seat by

the royal mall (oh yes it was!). and

booed at from the stalls by you

~matix 130- soundiacked by the penguin café orchesira (~concert

programme- & -broadcasting from home- rip siman afles). alanis

morisette (thanks juiie), the shire horses, garbage, ~the full monty-.
duke elington, -romeo & uliel—, stereolab, —ranice 6urope express-.
e shortest test match ever, phoenix 96, and o television at al

o,
af%{o
2]




