












Mummy success revives
Bride and Creature flicks

JUly-August e1999

5 ;u~~:S~f ~:.~n~;~~::~:~I::a~:t~h~~~I~;r::~:
inglopulllhetrkkolTasecondlim......ilharemak... of
ThellridcofFrankenotein,

The modern-day ~Ihink of The Mummy, based on Ihe
1932 BOIis Karloffmovie, pused toc $100 million mark
wilhinamonlh.

Vari"O'fi'poI1S lhal producer Brian Gr.l.£cr is preparing
to remake The Bride of Frankenslein. originally filmed
by James Whale in 1935. Universal ha) been working on a
Bride remake for years, wilh bolh Anne Rice and Eve's
Oayuu .cribe Kasi Lemmons having worked on scripls
Ghm;lbuslers direclor Ivan Reilman is being lined up 10
helm The Bride of Frankenstein rcmake. Gra~er wanlS
hi. Bride 10 have a near fUlure selling. 'You can creale a
whole sensibilily of lhe lime, from fashion design 10
music: be cxplained 10 I-ilri"I)'

Also slaH:<I for an updale is The Creature from lhe
Black Lagoon". This one is said 10 be a more 'campy" vcr­
sion oflhe well known talc, sel in a newly built Florida
aparlment complex. Uni>'ersal have asked The Mummy
direClorSlephen Summers 10 come aboard the projecl
which is being developed lhrough Will Smilh's Ovcrbrook
proouClioncompany, suggesting a possible starring rolc for
lhcone-lime man inblacl:.

As for The 1\lummy ilself, ils succen at Ihe box office
has resulted ina fasl-ll"acl:.sequcl being gi\'en the go-ahead
Varidy reported lhal Direclor Slephen Sommers. and
Producers Jim lacl:.s and Scan Daniel will soon meel Wilh
Universal 10 discuss a scqucl. Brcndan Fraser is expected
10 receive $10 million for The Mummy 2, which will
focus on lhe crealure resurfacing in London. Daniel says
'lhe ideas for lhe sequel are gelling good-and fasl!'

e The Malrix Sotquel hitsll!e ..'eb
A semi-sequel 10 Ihe hit film The Matri", direeled by

lheBrolhersWachowski, is already available On Ihe inler­
nel. The comic bool:. follow-up 10 Ihe finl blockbuster
movie of lhe summer season has been wrinen by Ihe
Wachowsl:.is and illuslrated by Gcoff Darrow, sloryboard
anisl for Ihe film. Fans of the movie can download lhe
sequel from lhe Official Malrix web sile. The Wachowski's
nexl movie is lil:.ely 10 hi: a l'C~n version of llle DC comic
V for Vendetta with a sequel to The Malrix to folio", .

eRaceloMars
WarnerBrolhershasjoinedllleci~malicraceforthe

redplar>cl with Iheimaginalivclylilled Mars,lobedirecl­
cd by ad maker Anlhony Hoffman, hoping 10 beat Disney's
similarlylhemed Mission 10 Mars.

Carrie-Anne Moss, currenlly lobe seen Opposile
Keanu Reeves in lhe SF aclion hit The Matri", will share
top billing wilh Val Kilrrn:r in the flick. Moss has agrecd 10
playtl>cpilOlwhostaysinorbilwhileanexpedilionlcdb~

Kilmcr begins exploring the Martian surface. 1l\t lcam of
explorers who reach the planet die onc by one. leaving
Kilmer as lhe sole survivor. His only hope is the female
aSlronaul orbiling the planelin Ihemissiun spacecraf!
Formerly entitled Alone, Mars is eXp«led loocbut in lhe
US in April 2000

e Cra"en !u bring Fuuntain Societ}' 10 screen
Direclor lurned novelisl Wes Craven has slruck a deal

with Steven SpicJberg's Dreamwor\:.s 10 bring his own
novel The Founlain Sociely to llle big scrcen. Having sold
lhe novel 10 Simon & Schusler for $1 million, Craven has
now sold lhe screen rights 10 Drcamworks fora further $1
million, wilh himselfanac!>edtodireclaooexeculivepro-

ediaNew

duce, which could bring his paymenlloa 100al of$5 million.
The Founlain Sociely lell. lhe slory of Dr Palcr Janze, a
weapons expert dyingofeanc..r who unwillingly becomes
part ufa seerel Government genelies projecle"ploring
cloning and the founlain ofyoulh. ShOOling is lenlalively
scheduled for spring or summer of 2000 afler Craven has
wrapped on Sc~am 3 which slarted shOOling this month and
wiJl be rcleased inlhe US on December 100h 1999

eSlolenMenacerelurned
A prinl of Slar Wars: Episode I. Th... Phanlom

Menace slolen during lhc wccl:.endofMay21 from a lhealer
in MenomOflie, Wisconsin was recovercd by police. 11",,,e
men, allegedly involved in the thefi surrcndercd 10 aUlhori
licson May 26, bringing the mis.ingfilm reel along with
lhem. Speculalion was Ihallhe Ihefl was pari ofa plol 10
make booIlcg copies oflhe movie,although police said lhe
rnOlivehadnOlyetbeenestablishe<l.The40-poundrecl was
worth a reporled$60.000on the black marl:.et Despitccinc­
masceurily,jusl a weel:. aflerStarWars: Episode I·The
PhanlomMenaceopenedvideOlapedboollegversionsof
llle film were showing up on cily streels from New Yorl:. 10
Los Angeles. Tom Sheral:., distribution chief for lhe 20th
Cenlury Fox's film group, said bootlegging was a facl of!ife
in thc movieinduslry. '1lte bollom line is, il happens onjUSl
al>oul every movie: he said. 'There's nOl much wc can do
OIherlhanwailforlllepolicelodolhcirjob'

e KollerbaU IJ\lIY roll again
John Mc1ieman, direclor of The Last Action Hero and

Die Hard ,,'ith a Vengenace, is in negOlialion wilh United
Anisls over a remake of the 1975 SF movie Rollerball. llte
film was based on lhe William Harrison novel Roller Ball
Murders and fealuredJamesCaanas lhe slarplayerofa
violenlfuluroSpon.

eSnarkbile
City of Losl Children co-director Marc Caro has

signed on 10 helm lhe SFadvenlurc film Snllrk for Palhe
PiClures, according 10 Variety. The film is loosely based on
lewi. CarroJrs poem The Hunting oftheSnark

GIIID Stephen Baxter's Voyage
Radio 4', mulli-pan adaplal,onofSl.ph.n 8"ter', VOY.K'

brough,whalran ",m.t,me,1>< arath.rdry roadtodrom.';r hf.
Bllt<r'S book deal, with an alt.matehi$lO<)' in .. h,<1I K.n ....dy was
notas...,,,nal<d{hi,wif.di.sin.l.ad)aOOlhrspac.lhulll.program
isby-l"'soedinfa"'.Jroflhede.dol'nlenlofnlld..... flldl<drrafl.od
a mann«! mission to Mars. BlIXI.rlell•• gn:al"ory, bul SOnIC,imes in
prinlhi,.nlhu"a.mforlhelectl"ic.lde18ilSo'Spar.nigh,grt"nlh<
wayoflh<dramaoon«:nlinghi,.haraclers.

Ttw wasn'l a problem in Dirk Maw' radio ..",ion (bill<d as an
audiolOO.ie). "Ill>ough much of lh< dialogu. was lin.d from lhe
book,lhe"wiL'llwool.IOIlessl<ChnicaldelaJltoWat!elhroogh,,,,
the drama .hone through insl.a<I. Th<eombina,ionoflhe.etors,
mu..c, ",.,,"'·eff<elSuodln<eolS(lf'llicaJand.ngagingsc,;pt made
Ihi,Vo)'ageaple"",,,,.

"s;nthebook.lhetJ>06ldrarnalico<choni,lhedoom<dnighlof
"pollo-Nwhichdel)e",.dlylOOl<uplhewooleof.p,sode3,allhough
lhe.muuonalaftennathofthelflg<dyw.. gl~OV<tintll<follow­
ing.pisodcwhich seemed 10 be lroad,ngw.l<tunullhebig fi..,l<in
ep,sodefiv.,Th<onelhingradiocannotdoa,wdla'proo<i.'he
inl.riorlif.oflhe ch2f3Clerl (all1lOllgh dum,y sect,on.ofdUlf1lCl'll
tallinglotll<m... lv.. ormu'ingaloud....,mi....i'a!>l.,ulhi.kiodol
adaptalionj.

If you mi~ lhe radiob<oadcasl {b.me<!.1 IJpm on Monday
nighlS and not ,rail<d anywhen: on Radio4-.od I"ma freq""nl hs­
t."",) \'"yag<geuaw.lI-deserv<d reicaseontal"'foom BBC"udio
thisOlOOth.JfyOll.njoy.dlhebookll>en.napuplhel.... aodhr.... lhr
dramainbo..nl in BUI"'••Iorybroughltogrealerl;feby Dirk
Maw. - Brilm J. RI>bb,
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tube tales
'!!iii!i'N" 9151'&".
broadeaSl: said Warner's TV head
honchoJamieKellncr.

Gradualion Da,', Part T...o.fea­
lllrcsslooenlsbaUlinga60-fOOl-long
demon serpent. Warners said il will
air both pansoflhe finalelalerduring
IOC summer monlhs

e Voyager plans future
With shooling on lhe Si~lh sea­

son of Ihe nOw solo Trel:. series
underway, rumours are rife aboul
dev<,lopments lhrough lhe season.
They include writer Ron Moore (co·
wriler of Firsl Conlacl) penning a
Day of Honor-related B'Elanna
episooe which sees Torrcs relurn 10
her mOre aggressive firsl-season
Klinllon roots: onc oflhe crew from
lhe Equinox (fealured in lhe season
fi>'e finale) is set 10 join Voyagerina
recurring role; St\'en-of-Nine's
involvemenl will decrease n'en fur­
Iher nexl year as lhe prooueers fear
her over-use; there'lI be more
romance aboard the ship, including a
revival of the long-dormanl
TorreslParis relalionship, which lIlay
lhen come loa sliel:.y cnd; lheship's
Doclor hologram, is set 10 undergo
yel anUlher personaJily change; and
finally Voyager will al laSI make a
rclurn to E'.anh (jU.1 in lime to prepare
fora new movi.. franchise allheend
of year seven!)

e Cameron jumps 10 TV

Tilanie direelorlames Cameron
hasaser;esofTIprojcctsunderdc­
velopment while he considers his
neXI fealOre film, which may he a
sceondTcrminalorsequel. In pro­
du~lion in ToronlO is Dark Ang~1.

slarring18yearoldaclressJessica
Alba as 'a gen~lically enhanced
superhuman living in lhe21s1eenlury
whercpolieeconlroleverylhing.'

e Hercules 10 Boldly Go __

Kevin Sorbo bas quit his rolc as
Herculcs in lIercule., Tbe
l.egendaryJourneys 10 lake lhe
lcading role on Gene Roodenberry's
Starship, anOlher series bascdon Ihe
late Slar Trek crealor's nOles for
unrealised pilolS. The series may
sound familiar, following the ad"en­
tures of the crew of a space explo­
ralion vesselunderlhecommaooofa
heroic captain (Sorbo)

Trioun.. Entertainment, behind
Roddenberry's Earth: Final Connict,
have boughl Ihe rights to Gene
RodtIenberry'sAndromeda as well as
Ihe Slar.hip show. Andromeda is
aboul a scienliSl on lheplanet Korl:.)"ra
who is accidenliysenl.500years inlolhe
fUlureandhaslofintlhis"-.I.ybacl:.lo
his own lime. Both s.-ries have been
developed by Roodenberry's widow
MajcIBarrcllRodtIenb<:ny.
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Forthcoming
conventions,
signings and

local meetings

1999

t6·18July
8aroquon
Annu.lnlle·pl·)· lnICOfl.,N.... H.1I
CollrXo.Cambridge
G""Sl:M:uyCknl~

Ro.CI8.SuW(4.S(l
COlllXl:8Soddl.'·.C....... 8.ldok.li.n••

''''''''NroqIlOll.plhtm.dt:mon.co_uk
.......... ph'lm.<kmorI_CO.uVllaroquon/m.lJn

16-18July
Ncxlls99
Sf1lDtdtaCOll,nBnolOl
eonun: I....,11"""" Iloal. "'--le.
Bn....... B~2LN
........S~..se-co."k
-...~~uI:

Z4-ZSJuly
Teldantastique2
Mukl.IMdIaCOll.lb<~

EdwWlan H<lIcl. Hadvow
Guew.:M'flfurlon.o.-.O\a;lno.~

MQnllood.R".C4'
COIllXl;.18RochfoniAveflUe, LoucNon.
E<wA,IGI02BS
fn62.dialpopcuom

13.1SAugusl
WinconV
Thel999UnioonalK;ngAJrr~nCollele.

WU"'MSler

~':~~ ~~,:;. Wyn~ JonCi. loon B.......s.

R•• £2'.n.tl'JIlpp. .."u,ri..,ap;n
on I J"ly
ConIacl S)H._ancRoacLNOfthEnd.
Portsmoulh,lllflll.,P0271l1l
w'llCOIIepompey.drmool.ro.uk
.....-wpompty.dtmon.co.ul:Jw,1lCOft

14.JSAugusl
I-inncon
TIltb,FIIlIond
Guesl::COIlalCWillll
..-uf".r"""aIf..-..

26-29 August
Conucopia
"""",mM.fT1CIlH<lk1
............. C.h(omo.
Guem: hny I'\Imtllr. ~lCti a RIdwd
Lynch.BItnDoillow
,nfoe99 "af"IC....
_ ....99.lUSflC.Of);

U]("'It'I'll:Johntlarokl.8W~nCIosoo.

tan.ky.Sloup,8crlnohi.. ,SL37UA

26·29 August
Polcoo
Poliu.n'I;OtIal"",vonllOtl,nWona..
klubll'''lun.ln.p;
.......tUlun, .....p;

27-30 August
Galileo IV
"","4IlchBnlllhSwT..kCOllv~n'_,",
lhe Ileattuow Park Hotel. London.
GlIelI: W.lle, Kocni.
Re. C40. £10 "'PI'
COnlacl: 38PI.rotlree Aven.... Fcnllwn.
Ne ..ullk·upon·Ty .... NE-I9Ttl
.......hom<u'"'Il.pn:uel.co.ul<lmlrieh.>rd·
lOftI.lkool

28·30 August
Shinotokai 99
A-.aI ....moronllllltRad..soalloltl.
tlOlluow;~.OOIOIAu•. ill""door
Conua: PO flol 110. Dodcol. <b...
OXll7YH
shonneftl<a.__~uk

www.adim:l.co.uIJ~

24iMptcmbcr
AussieCon J (1999 Woridcon)
",~.AlIIInb>

~GRJO')'Bcalord,BnsceGIlIespoe.

wlwe;..,q,.T..."."wiUbchonouml
~,unl"J\llyJI.£IOO

iaf~-..-.J.wor\d<oIl."'I

UK "p.: Mansn Hoare. 45 Tildlllnl
Ro.i,RudI"I.RGI7TT
.......JIIllclo:oft4ki~.<O.lIk

3-S Septembcr
rt'Sthal of Faotastic Films
SOCIla'1 1100:1. MIlIChal<:r; Res£j()
COtIlloCl:95Mn,lows·~Road,Salford.

r.bnd'UI~',M7 3Qf'

10·12 Septtmbcr
Masque 7
CoilumoCOll,Un"",rnlyof
Wolv<:rNmptOll. W~JI Midlllld$
~.£lOunl,IIA\I•. 1bM£35
Qxua:lJOHampslcadltllIROld.
HlnltIwon/lWood,B,nrunpom.B:lOlJB

17·20 Mplcmbcr
Brcaklwly. Cult TV 1999
MfdiIcoa.hllkallOSpoa 19'J9
Ponc>.'Is-tfb)-HoI>da)'V~

WCIIOa-SoIpcr·M_
~S,_~(~),

FrwnHIIlIIs(DrW1loI
~(IftCIuclnJIIJhb"'-l)£I28

ConcKt.POBoa 170l,PelIIfborau&h,
P£71ER.017JJ2lOOO\I
euInY.~,oom

www·lcot·tia.«mIT~kY1.IOIIC~JI::!(W2

17-19 Septcmbcr
hOlas)'COn 2J
T1ltOn"lhl'ancaoySocierJ·nnual ""enc
On~nn,. 1l00el. O,rm,npwn
GllIISll: RoIlen Rank,n. RJymondFi~ll.
Lou,.., COl'lptr. GraIlam Mu~non.

M'keTucke,
R~.£.so'1l.£40daily.£2j5I1P1'

COfllloCt:DovidJ.Ho,,·~.460AfordRoad.

Acockl Green. O,rm,ngham. 027 6DT

2S-26 Septtmber
lfypotMticon
~:koII..cl·.Othct...'1OOW <O<I~~nhOflM

C~nl~ IloIel, GlasSO"
Rc.£l5.uoo.,15.£IO.<S.fn:e.H",Pl'
COflllCl: ~'allY.!. I1 Glcghom Slree'.
GIUllow,G125RN

2 October
Rebcllion99
Ono o»y Sw Wor1 COI'".."uio<\
MOIllHou... Il~I,Nonham'Ofl
C_,llrl>elloon99.KeflIJIOIICCk>M:.
K,nluhcwpc.NonhMDpIOD.NN28UH

8-10 Octobcr
Octocon 10
lruII....-aIcon
Royll M..... HoIeI. DIIII Lqhao",- Co.
Dubbft. GuaI: Roba1 R.ar*ift
Rq£llooJlAu&-rn""door
Qxua; ~J £&111IIOII Rd. Domybtool<.
O,ltIbft".11dond
U"'do64Il>dlboraoT~.~

SW, lAX

6-11 Octobcr.
Gaflaxiron 1999
lOOl_con'nlIJQfIfOl.ay.1nboan.
bl,,".ull..cll~r.... and
frienlb.WllhinI"J'lOC.USA
Guuls:Do.... Ouane.NancyJ.ndo(arl'stl
C_; PO So.o. 656, Wa>lunS'O" DC,

"""OcooI999~hol,com

......,layl..'anl.Qt&ION~IWOl'kJindex

2J-24 October
CON\·trgeoC1!
Mcdll<O<l
S<ll(jIOriI.lOlHolcI
(iuQlJ:M!d\ao:IShur4.W_iclDov,..

~=:e:IOWO
~.£JS

C_;46Bn... o..,SIOUGtfl'ord..
BnstolBS3-48XU
maI.fleUOIUInntla.aul

JO.JIOctober
MR Jarnes Weekend
CrltbnunI2lJdI_~ol

GhooIuASdIOlarsruplAnO
Royal Voctona.t; Bun Hold.
Rochts&er.Kmt...",
ConcxI:I50ElWtt"-'B:onlIII~.

Bordwnwood. Hens. WD6 2RP

S·7No\'embcr
No\'acoo29
ll'rm'n....... ·,lllnuIlSFcon
Onllnn,aHOIel,O,rm,ngham
G...st:ll.nSI~...... (ch_lhoory
m.lhemal,ci.n)
Re. £32. £35 01<1oOI
COOIKl:14Port~Ly •• SlOUrt>rid•• ,
W.M,d1andl.OY98SS

12-14 Non'mbcr
ArmadaCon 99
C"",homeHOIel,Ply"""'lh.
Owl,,; S~n B:u'~r. Mich...1Shunt
L...,...IF.nlhorpe
~1£27.(22<oo«.sionJo<£lllday

COtIIIoCt: PODOA 38. Plymouth,o.YOtI.

27 Dccember·2 January 2000
Millennium (Europe)
-EVENT CANCELLED-

.2000

4-6 Fcbroary 2000
Didgcri.12 (Didgeri~ouzc)

Filkcon
~Poolhauoc.Mil_KtJ1I"S

Goocsa:BrilnBlddIc.Un-Tapeolry
Rqm ......opI£lt
~119Whudlilll...asle.0n0~

KnlI.OAI25LU

21-24 April 2000
2KON (Eastercon)
A.......rUKCQft'n;:""""
TheJDl:uCclucSI'andFanwy
CmtraIHoIel.Glufow
GuuII; Guy G I Kay. DobonhTII"""
lI:1niI.KIIbori Kwu
R•• £25 100 from I Docl.t.!OlIn..acrd.
£Ij JIlppijllniol (8-15). infanll (0--7) free.
!'roIn:IIReportl.vllilableno...
COfllaet: 30 Woodbum T~rrao:~. SI
Andn:.... KYI68BA
2kOfl(jdu.ll·and.IC.llk
......,tIlIIory.CI.SS·and.OC.llt!2kon

28 April-I May 2000
AD 2000
5uotTn:kEVUIl
PaI..,.lioId.MlIIdlesIor.
~llSO.riI,n,lO[jj,nJulyl9'J9

Contaa:SAEIOSccror 1~(A02000), PO
800 Jt1'O.Tm<lILSaldanclKAI01PZ.

26-29 May 2000
CO$tumcCon 18
...._e-.o.
1k.~oo9"""I999

ConcxI; I1 WlDlCt sa-. AIDcotIuI)'. MA
OI913-IS15.USA
,nf~«2000.I3rJ

www.oc2000·OIJ

24i August 2000
Eurocon 2000
OdyIll"PoIaod
~1£IO

COIl1ICI;GdanwK!lIbFanlassyki.POBo>.
16,so.J25,Gdansk.Pt>lond_....... "



• The trAce Online
Writing Community, which
connects more than a thousand
writers and readers in oiler 60
countries, is holding an interna­
tional conference entitled
Incubation at NOllingham Trent
University over 10th -12th July
2CKlO,offering the chance to meet
in a physical space to talk about
the nature of writing and reading
on the internet

The group. a vibrant and
energetic online cullure where
text is always the focus, is invit­
ing papers which debate, discuss
ordemonstrale uses and develop­
ment of narrative forms on the
internet. Questions to be
addressed include how on,line
distribution affects the con lent
and style of narrative. the build­
ing of on,line commuities. the re­
emergeance of experimental
fonns and questions of copyright
and ownership.

Outlines for papers (of
around 300 words) to be present­
ed can be submitted on-line
(address below) or sent to
Incubation. trAce. Noltingtlam
Trent University. Clifton Lane.
Nottingham NG II 8NS, UK. tel:
+44 (0) 1159486360. fax: +44
(0) 115 9486364 or email:
trace@ntu.ac.uk.lnfnnnationcan
be obtained from; Rose Athow.
Commercial Administrative
Centre. Nottingham Trent
University. Burton Street.
Nottingham, NG I 4BU.

Further information can be
found at a website on-line at:
hllp:f1trace.ntu.ac.ukJincubation.

• Carloon County '99: Don Lawn'nee • Science l'iction
Illustrator, I - 27 July 1999

• Gardner Arts Centre, Unh'ersity orsusscx, Falmer. Brighton

Cartoon County '99 hrings lhe first major exhibition of Don Lawrence­
the top British science fiction illUSlrator - to be seen in this country.
Resident in Susse~. his reputation has been made tllroughout Europe, whefC
he has previously exhibited and been an honoured guest at various Bande
Dcssincc Feslivals and Convenlions. For tile last 20 ycars, he has been pub­
lislled in Holland and Gennany. where lIis series of 23 graphic nOl'els, fea­
lUring Storm, have sold over two million copies

At a time when there is great hype on the release of a new Star Wars
movie, it is fascinating to see Don's vision of the fUIUfC. He is agrcat visual
stOT)' teller, with a fantastic vision of futurc worlds. The frames arc full of
detail allowing many readings of the work. With humour and \'isual puns
mingled with the dramatic action his work kL'Cps you ("nlertained

His European fans have produced llleir own website ­
hnp:/Iallscrv.rug.ac.bcI-jvpouekc/englishlstormldonlaw.htm

• London: Ttle BSFA
London meetings are held at7pm
on the fourth Wednesday of every
month, except December, at the
Florence Nightingale pub. The
nearest stations arc Waterloo
(mainline or Underground) or
Westminster (Underground).
Meetings are open to all, For fur­
ther information contact Paul
Hood on 0181 333 6670 or
e-mail paul@auden.demon.co,uk.

• London Circle Meetings.
Also at the Florence Nightingale
pub. the London Circle meetings
take place on the first Thursday
of each month, starting at about

'pm
• Manchester: FONT meets

in Wetherspoon's pub (corner of
Piccadilly Gardens, near the rail­
way station) on the second and
fourth Thursdays in th'e month
from Spm onwards. Contact
Mike Don on 01612262980

• Peterborough SF Club
meets on the first Wednesday of
the month at the Bluebell Inn,
Dogsthorpe and on the third
Wednesday of the month in the
bar of the Great Northern Hotel.
opposite the railway station,
Contact: Pete on 01733 370542.

• PortsmouthlSouth Hants
SI" Group meets on the second
and fourth Tuesdays of the month
at The Magpie. Fratton Road,
Portsmouth

• Reading SI-- Group meets
weekly on Mondays al 9pm at the
Hope Tap. Friar Street, Reading

• Surbiton/Surrey SF
Group meets in the Coronation
Hall,Surbitoo.

• Belfast Science Fiction
Group meets alternate Thursdays
in tile Monico Bar, Rosemary
Street, Belfast at 8.3Opm. Contact
Eugene Doherty 01232-208405,
tinman@technologisl.com

• Birnlingham: The Brum
SF Group meets on tile second
Friday of the month on the sec­
ond noor of the Britannia Hotel
on New Street, venue for this
year's Novacon (See Event
Listings). Membershipis£15 per
year. which includes a monthly
newsletter. Contact: Martin
Tudor, 24 Ravensbourne Grove,
offClarkes Lane, Willenhall.
West Midlands, WWI3 lHX.
bsfg@bortas.demon.co.uk

• Cambridge SF Group
meets on the second Monday of
the month in The Wrestlers, New
Market Road,Cambridge

• Cardiff SF Group meets
on the first Tuesday oflhe month
at7.30pm in Wellington's Cafe
Bar, 42 The Hayes.Cardiff.

• Colchester SF/llarrorl
)<'antasy Group meets on the
third Saturday of each month at
12.30pm in The Playhouse pub in
St John's Street. Contact; Des
Lcwison01255812119.

• Glasgow SF/)<'antasy
Writer's Circle is run in the
Borders bookstore and includes
members of the Glasgow SF
Writer's Circ1e and several past
Inter~olle contributors. The work·
shop runs on the second and
fourth Tursday of each month at
8pm, Contact: Gary Gibson at
Borders Glasgow or e-mail him
garygibson@skiffy.freescrve.co.uk

• Hull SF Group meets on
the second and founh Tuesdays
of the month, 8pm to 10.3Opm at
Ye Olde Blue Bell, Market Place,
Hull. Contact: lan & Julie on
01482447953 or Dave & Estelle
on 01482444291

• Leeds Alternative
Writers is a groupofSFlFantasy
writers aiming at paid publica­
tion, meeting on the second
Saturday of the month at2pm in
central Leeds. For details please
ring lan on 0113 266 9259 or
SeanOl132936780

2001

31 August-4 September 2000
Chicon 2000
58,hWDl1dCon
Chic~go, Illinois, USA
G""sl$:BtnBo,... SobEggleIO<l.J,m
Baen. Bob& Anoe PaSSO'o'O)'. H~ITY
Tunledo:;".(toa.<unastet)
ConI3CI: POBo. 642057,Chkago.
lllinoi.6ll66S,USA
UK"'g'nI:M.ninH~.45Tileh"Bl

~:~::~,~.c:.:.::'

13-16 April 2001
Paragon
Easlercoo2001
Norbr«kHOIelinBlrkpool
Guc,u: Mich.1eI.ScOlI. Rohan.Slephen
B:u,er, Li<3nnc Nonnan, and fang"'.ls
ClaircBri.lcyalldl>hrkPlummor,
Memd,.flhipcu"..nllyf"..5Auendinll·
£l5Supporting.£1250JuniorondCiOlild
Conl.>clS'e.e LawlOll,349Mynle Road,
S~tf..Jd.S23HQ.
sw.,'e.paragoo@leepwe-wel>,<Xl.ul

30 August.3 Septemb£r 2001
The Millennium Phileon
The200IWorldCoa
P.nn,ylvani.Coav.nti""C.n'...nd
P.nn~ylvanj.MatriQl!HI)ttI

Gu"'s:G",~Sear,St.pl>enYoolI,Gard",,,

Dozo".Gtoo-g. SdtbeB. EslIH:,Fri.."",
(103"m~I")

Con,act Suit< 2001,402 Hunljn~<lonP,".,

RodJed~.,PA 19().l6.USA
I'hiI:!OOI@>"",,uI.com
www......u•.comI-ph;I:lOO1

29lkcember-1 January200J
HogmanayCon
Celebra"ng tht REAL Mtllenniurn
Centnl"",.I,Glasgow

G.....u:Spidcr&J••nncRobinlOll.
SydncyJ<JI'dan.Prof.OscarS<:hwiglhofer
Rcg£2Sal1.15supp
Cooll1<."1:29AvonbankRoad,Ru!herglen.
Glasgow.G732PA
john@g.l...ba....mon,ro.uk

~J;:;UI.-y.;;;AU..9:;:US::.t.:;• .;;19;:9=-9 ~>- ..:M:::.:::..::.i'.;;'3:::8~.:..:.:19
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Dueloapacerelllrlcllonll,lettersmeybeediliedlorpubllcllllon

GaryDalkin,

lJournemouth,Dorset

khn A,hbrook·••rticl. in M~lri;r

1J7. blam,n~ Ih. S'ar Wus $ag. for
·.Im<t'5I.".'Jlh'nglha',sNd,n,hc:mod
cm Am.""an mo.. ,e·."""" oftllom05'
badly orguod and laolu.lly ,n'ecur,t.
poc"o.lh"'eh:lollhc:m"fonu,",'u.lMlun:
in. IlSFA mag"ln. Ofeuu,s. John
A,hbruok".ntill.d,u",h.te'.'''fl,nion
110 ca"" lolmld. bulh< ..'ookl g"e much
""""c",doncoholhtuh...q;urno;nt'od'o
M,,,,,r'(hogUlh,,f,,,,,snghLAllqUOles
• ",from John Asht,rool;'s.n,c1•.

I: Supc,man[I978J"".,.Iready,n
proJ....•..,}tIl>;forcS'.rW."' .... rei<=d

:;""~::=.r:,'S;:~o~,:ueuon bocaus.: of

2: ..FOI"hctimli""'li .....,th<t'ifli••
films w.r. b'g.wnl<.... h,ch argu., Ihal
La"...lle. 01 Ar.bia 11962). My Fa;r
Lady1196-1). Or Zhi~.go. (19M). Tht
Sound uf Mu,ic tl%~I. Th, Good. ,h.
B.d .nd ,h. UKI) (1966/. 1I0nn;c.nd
<:L)d.tl%71,ThcWildBlln.h\19691.
The Godblhor (1972). Th. Eso,d't
I 19731 and J..... I 19HI ..'.",not.,·.nl>.

.1; TlIX """nd ,,",h. ,ndu>l'Y "an·
tlanJ ,n .ud,,) ",produc"on (n"w .,,,I,b,,,
"a mu",pl.. "".r j'tIIll." TIIX .. OOI'n
indu"'JI".ndarJ,n"""nd",prodLl':Uon.II
i'llQIc"en.,«hn",alprocc... R.ther.ili.
a b3dg. eCf"f~,ng th.1 THX approved c,n­
.ma, ... hichOOh<"'"n.1I rcSpct:ls.,."u.1
",,"·ell .. aural.lolhchighcil>l.nda.nJsuf
lcehn'eal pro,.n",ion. For frQm br,n8
..,.il~bl••, "~ muI"I'I.. ne" ~ou". 'here
i•. so f" .. I ~m ,"'arc. onl~ Onc TlIX
approv.d oin.m,compl<. in Ih••n",.
Unj'ed K,ngdom: 'h< .....amerW... Elld m
L.lC.".rS~u.rc. Wh.n ,heTJlX brand
.ppc.rson."<!<."{'>I'PCOI'la>erdlSC'I S1m
ply m.an.,hJttho: produ," ha, h<en mas­
',,"'dtolllt:h,ghe,lp'''''hlete,·.I ...ilhin
~~::~nkal hmu.uon. of Ihe p.nicul.r

J: John A,hbrookargue! 'ha< ",h.
Sta,Wa...~g.conun""d.GeorgeLue..
h.d1<n.nd 1«, ,npul. as he spenl mOf.
Umeon ,hehuSln.s. ,id. ofh"emplrc.
Ashhrook c1"m, Ih~t L...:tS h3d ",,·rilt.n.
dllecl.d ~nd produc~d" Slar War>. Ih.1
The EmpircStrikC5Raek ...as''O-'''nllen
.nd ro-produccd by him (Luc~s). whil. b~

thc"m. of Relurn oflh. JHlI ""(;emge
onlyh.dllm.h)t'il,n.linl<u.cut,,'.
produclng."Th" "J1OIlfIle. Luc3Swrole

~~t:~~~~;t~,rl:~."bU~e~:,:,::~
Exccul,,'eProdu..,rcn:dllonalllh=."he
Empir. Strike. Rack waS wrill.n b~

u,gh Brack<l and La..·fC"". K35dan...·uh
Luc.. pro",d,ng the "'''y. whil. Luc.s
Ihcnh>d ••hv.dKrc<n ..·rillng"n:dII"'''h
K.sd.n fOf Return "llh.Jc<li. llSwdl as
prov'dtngth.SlOfy,H.\hc:"'I""' ..·.se"'d­
"tdw;lhmo",inpulonJedill1.nF:mplrc

~,··By Ihi' p61n, LtICM hod se' up his
own film sludio. en,gm,lIeany n.mcd
Luca'film·.MThc poin' lef.rred 10,'111<

prodLlehon of The Empire Slrik." Back
\19801, llowcv.,. Amerl.. n Gr.mti
119n)isoffici,nye~i"'d••• Un;versall
Luc"filml Coppol~ Comp.ny pm<!u,,,,on.
mcan,nglha<L""asfilmw.s,ne, ..tenceal
le."scv.nye.", ••,Ii.,.

6, 1'Od'y ··.vo'y prodLlc., ,n
HOlly"ood WanU 10teproducc Lu""
....,."".andehoosc'todosoby.mul."ng
h"mcthod,."Thi"Pf'3",n,ly'n"ol ..... in
pan.h"',ngabankableSlara<tached,Yet
ol\Cufthe mosl mikinglhings'houllhe
Sta, Wa.. lnlOllY l<lha< "hod noh,nk .
.h1e "al'$ '1I""h<d. Th~ t.a,h w.,., rilled
bl unho...n,.wlthdist,ngu"h.dllnl"h
ch'r.lCtera<:1OlS on 'hcS<Jpl'o'lIngrol•• , II
"hardly lilely that Aln Gu,nn... >nd
Pctc,Cush,ng wooldbecoo,id.redbcu­
off,..,~oklm"P,g·.KnLlckle.Nd)....h,M

7:"'StarWa.. broughl~l'lI<pe'·
son.hlycults thalhad prcllymuch d'cdOUI
with M.nlyn Moorncand Jomcs Dc,n.M

Tho p"""nallly cull' ,urfllunding MJrI<
lI.mill.nd CUll. Fi.her? I mu.. hay.
m,,,,,d ,h.m. Cen~,nly, H."i..,n Ford
he"me .11<!~ufiJ, muV'e "or, but then
mo.'e.<arshadnc'Cfg"""oulolfa>h,on.

8;N"",,,'h<:accu,.,I""lh.I"Star
Wa...lso.ucccetlcd ,nm.l.,ng rilm, fill
Ihcb,gscr<enlon'....g"n".andre,ultHl,n
"""" ~",,,maS be,ng huilL Su,.ly thi,,,.
good Ih,ng?A.I hO'·','iuodel ....·h."'.
wllhou' Slar W.ralher" ...ouldprob.bly
he noeomm.",,,1 einenl3lod.y. if only
!>cc.u,,, ,hCfewou'd be nnwh..e Id' '0

'how f,lm•. Star Wu."",u~liys:l>'Cdthe

~,",m. from ...h3l ..'ould OIherwl;( ha.c
bcenad;"'el-lo-vitlcooolyrulure.

9: A'hbrool<suUe'Ulh3l0flC""ull
oftheSISI,Wanlnlogyl,'h3laud,eroce,
"~an now be .. pccted '0 III $I,ll fo'
10nBcr".nd Ih.. Ihcrdo'. film. h....
",,,,,,,,...d fmm90minulcSlo.boul 120
m,nuld', n...fIlOSlsueccssful rilmofthe
fim lh,ce dc~""es of the sound cr>"'as
Gon~ WII" Ihe Wind (1939). Running
lim. ~19 m,nule,. The most succenrul
film or Ihe 19~'~ ...as lien Ilur (19~9).

RLlnnmg lim. 20~ n"nUle•. The rill! r,lm
to lake mOfe m"""y lh'n Gon~ Wilh tb.
Wind w•• Th. Soond or MUlir (196~).

Ru"ningt"rI.170minul~'.~SOundor

M~<w.. o".rtakenattho bo,off...,~y

The Godfathcr(1972), Running "m. 17~

m,nule•. Onc rould""lI",argue Ihallbc
Sla, Wars "ilogy reduced 'h.... ~ ..ge
I~ngth of blodbust«s. which TIt.nk (19~

m"'u...lhas"'«mly"'''Ofcdlothcl''~vi·
ouJcp'el.nB'h,ThcfOCllhatlh....crajl.
I.nl,hoffilmstwincrc.ucd"'·.'lh<lasl
B y.;m is more 10 1Io w"h thcdc.,hoflh<:
lIoubl.·fea<ure.andthcendoflhc:suppon·
,ns fe,lure IJ~ lediou' mmu',," on how 10
ooilda e.noc,)M.JOIfilmJIh"",gbOII'the
lcv.nl,.. ""cre mLlch the um. I.ngth.~

Sta, Wa's. Th~ E.o,d.. (l97J). Jaw.

(19')~) and the 1970's IiQnd ad,·.nILl"" all
dockin"JuSI 00 or shSh,ly over 120 min·

10: Ashbrook 1.1Is u'lh., THani.
cosIHOOm,lhon.Mo<treli.bl.sourc<1
.uUe" lhal Tilani<eosl "", ..."nS200
mllliOll.nd••1 thcvel}' mo>I,Sl20mlllion.

11: Fin.lly, John A,hh'ook hold.
GcorgeLucasrcspunsibk fo,.lllhccnd
le.. rehash•••nd rem.kes whICh now
noodoin.mu.l' 1< nonsen,k.llohold
.nyoncrc,ponsiblcf",lhcscothe'lh.nlho
peopl. who m.l.e Ihem.•ndlhe peopl.
...hoCOOllnue 1o So lQJCC thcm. Filmrom·
p;.n..smak hattllty Ih'nkthc .udi.nce
..·.ntJ.HUlly oodi,.highri.kbu,lne..
Noon., nOle"n George Luen,eould
h••e fo",scen ,h. ph.nomenul w.yStar
Wa 'oe""ng~lho face oflhce,rw:-
m., Back hcnhew.. preparingtheonl'·
n.:Il film 1000rcl..",. 2I)hC.n'ul)' Fo~ had
nohilh in Ihe film.•ndeven Lu<n
thou~hlll\:llll ...""Id be pem.p<' moJcsl
.Uet•••, 11 m~l... "" ..nse mbl.m. him
for Ihe .. ,.nl 10 ....h,~h p~"pl. h..e

=~.d~~,~~ =:f:I~::O~n~~n~':~
o(h" saga.................

John Ashbrook
Grimsby, N. E. Lincs

G,eclings,

Just.bn.fro,nmen,;n"'.pon"10
Andr.w Bu,ler·.compla,n, ,n Mmru: lJ6
.boulgi.ing ...·.yell(!'ngi'n"'vi......

I'm vrl}'Blod 11< had the ch"lZpall 10
..y n, LilY re.;ew,ng i$ on. of my pcl
h".. and.,,"""""""'" wbohasroml"""d
rcv;ew.\nIO$<lyfilm••ndvidco:lJfOfsome
...«·..,j'..... onradio.ndlnprinl.lha"e
Sln,'en to .vold ,t myself. Ob"iuu,ly, il is
not fOf mr to oay if f'vellC1u.lly been su<:­
cesslul lam glodlh., Mr BUlk'hadlllc
""",. 10 do wh" I ne,e,h".-pollllan
;;ccus,ngfin~e,.

So ~ad h.. Ih. pr>ell" of ,po,ling
mm, .ndp.rticul..lyTV .how.become
land I'm nOllhink'ng p>rllcularly of
U"";T.ntl \'......,M"",e.hu'nf'be.nll..
spectrum of sclr-r.n~.i'e m.di. whIch
chok•• our newug.nu,hrl, •• Ind fill.
much ncededg.p' ;n our b,o.dc..llng
SChcdulCi)!hallnow",fusclo",ad.ny·
IhinB abouI.nylhing until I h...eh.d
ch.nc.tocoo-sume,hoproduclmysclf.nd
m.~ up my own m,nd.

In,ariahly. thi, pro'.' 10 he the righl
d<c,sioo as IlIcre i••lw.yosomething in.

r.":n"'dc:,~~teWwhich will rc""al h<".

Whonlhclasl·bul-oncilSncofMalri~

camroul.ldidn·I,<od"ithe'oftheCub.
",v....... for thi! 'e'y ...son.llowever.
,,·h.n Ih. film mad. iu w.y 10 DVO I
finally hod ,he ~h.r>« 10 see It and. mind
made up,l then took lhclroubl.torcad lbe

I conf.u'h.. I w.. disappoinl.dto
rcadlhe film', OOC gre.t ,urprise ",casu.1
IY1,,,cn.w.y, O"appo,nl..o,hul notlur·
priord.

When The CryingG.me cam. OUI.
Ihcpreu·kirconl3ln.d.eo,.r-notebes·
ging re" ..... ", to nof g;""wlY Ihe.nd·
ing. bullhi,llilldldn'tdete, $Om. from
di,pl.~lng lhei' inscniiu'ily .nd ne.d 10
fecl,upenor.

Rcccnlly,.filml ...on·ln.mc,bor<'
qUOle on the poslerde"."ng $Om.'hing
hk."lhobo",urprisc.ndlngeveri"

G"en the nalure <>flh. f,lm, ,h,s
would ha>'. I.d Ih. pcrc.pt,,·e mind 10 the
only av.oI.bi.con"u.lon, Th.nkfully. I
didn·ls.:elhcpo"erunlillhod.y.flerl
...... lho film

So a film·, prodUCfiOflcomPIll~COO·

.pifC••g.in"'h<.udi.nc.inlhilm"ler.A
films t..ik' w,11 inv.ri.bly <onl.in,hOll
fromlho_-<Iown.thebigcxplosion.1
lheend.•nd'h.good·guy,hoollnglhe
bad·guy

A. if" weren', b.d .n(>ugh Ihat
Hollywood kccl" 0fI chum,ngOllI idon"·
<.Ily·ph>rt.d movie,. 11 add, ,no"Hto
inJul}'tohavelbead"ertt<ingeonfinnlhat
ll1c",', nothing IlCW to bc had.

1"cIOl<lrounlollh<numhcrol'ime'
I'" reod.,ynopsi,on ,he ba<k of. book
'nddccided "Well. lhc",·. nopoim in ",ad·
ing Ih.. "".......

The m.,k,"ng machm.s ""hich form
the bridge helween I wmer or filmm.~er

.ndlbeirreade...ndvi'WCfShaid<c,dcd
lh.lThe C.ner.1 P"hliedoc.n·l like sur·
pri .... that i' w,1l Only ••pose ilielflO
(.m,li.. oumuli.

They won·lread. book unle<sthcy
lnow ,,'0 going 10 h.ve ......u,in8Iy
h.pp~ end,ng. They won'l watch. film
unless lhoy know Bruc. Wilh, ,. going 10
Sl,IIh<.I,,'e31thcend.

Thi,rect:i,·.d,,·ildum.bascd,scem·
ingly.on.udlCnct: resc.rch.mongs, ,h.
down·and-OU1$of P,g·l KnuekIcAtk.n,",
may be ''''colso"", pcoplo,it mayev.n
hctfllcofl11tmaJOnly-bul il;sn'll"",of
C'·el}'0ne.

Thi,bc,ngso.lra'h<rfecllh.llIf.ll.
tolhc: rev..w.,,\orall.asllhc 0TIC1 who
"",n'l in thc pay of lho film compan"'J lU

II}',ndbueklh.. trcndandprescrvcwm.
thin~ ollhe m.gl< of. Clncma·goin~ \.00.
forlhalma<ter.• book-reodingl ••peri• ....,
lorlhoscr.w ..'hom.yaclu.llyearc.

Wh.n Ih. med.. prOllueers lhcm·
..:1"<0,,,, b......y ..,g~ljng thell prodUCU
31 11101""'.,, cor>«,,·.bl.denomm.tor. the
rc,· ....·.... 101. m.y w.ll be 10 ul*£lld ,he

~::hn8inl.rcs"oflhehlghe"dcnomi.

A ...i.wdenicslhc"·3Ielleror",ade,
Ihe Simple plelSureofa firl' " .... ingl>'
rollll,n"filrnmd.slhcmuyundallerugm.
OO.pi'le.Dowcnofde«n·.lhee~1O

m,ke-upoorownmind,once", ...'hile?
Aofvas I.meoncemcd.n"unf",·

giv.ble rOl' a n"ie"'er 10 spo,1 allOlhcrpe,·
son. potenli.1 pl.a.ure limpl~ bee,u,.
lheyean.ll.v'n,lhep,ivilegeoflCllinl
othc... you,opinioncarri•• wilhil.«n.in
""'JIOfI,ibiHly.

11',. ug.ly old llaying, but il I,nc..",
IIu<flh.n ""hen .pplied lo,"vi.w,ng:
OpiniooS8rc like af'$Chol.,;"·e·ve all gor
onc.OOweallthink ...ryonc.loe·lil;nbi

Ne-er·the·lcso.it;,tlOlmypliltt.rK><
MrBuller's. noranyon<dsc'i.lOdepri-e
.nOlhe'pc....n Ih. <h."",e 10 form Ihei,
own DpIn'OfI,

F.dromit.
I n...., my...lfthat iewer milht

pel$uadc oomconelOcon m.$Omelhing
theyothcrwisewouldhav.mliSCd

Now, you may nOII.r•• with Ihat
revi ...... ,·s opinion. yuu mlY hote the
Ihing"hcy 10'., but if you occupy lhl
posilionha,ingaclu811yLakenthclrouble
IOfonnyou,ownopinionlluooghe>:peri­
er>«.l/Icn the ..,iew.nwork wu worth­
while

8eingagood.~,iblere'ie ..eril
llQI u ellSY as il may look. Nooocgel$il
rightallthc:limc.bulgiving ....yl/lcend.
ingis.good ....yofg.UlIlgilwroogi


