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BSFA Awards
Chris (not ColinllIill ronnds up the latest ne\ls

Editor's comments

Some heavyweight Brit SF contenders
this summer as lain M. Banks again
tips his hat to T.S. Eliot in the title of
the new Culture novel Look To
If/j1/dwam.. Make the most of it folks ­
as reported in the news section after
its publication Banks is taking a year­
long break from writing. Meanwhile
Steve Ba.xter follows up the mind­
boggling vista." of his first 'Manifold'
novel, Time with its logical successor,
SjJ«ct. He also has a new collection
bringing together his 'Saddlepoint'
sequence of stories in one volume.

Elsewhere, beyond the realms of
High Fantasy, reprinL'i seem to be the
order of the day, Millennium's
splendid series of Fantasy
Masterwork re-issues continues with
the particularly welcome return to
print of M. John Harrison's
enigmatic, disturbing and funny
Viriconium stories, Gollancz's SF
Collectors series brings back that
publisher's fondly remembered yellow
jackets to the shelves, but at a cost. If
their Millennium imprint can produce
SF t\hstcrworks at six or seven
pounds a throw (\vith excellent cover
art) why on earth are we being
charged ten pounds for these
volumes? That said it's good to see
classics like Heinlein's Toe Door 11/to
S",mmer and Stapledon's Jiri",.r, a." well
as a pen;onal favourite of mine, the
Strug:l.tsky Bros. RoadJtlk Picnic, back
in circulation.

Finally, fans of the short fonn will no
doubt snap up (~ardner Do:wis'
ma.'isive Year~r But Saenee Fiction
:mthology, still published in this
country under the clunking title of The
Mammotb Book of BeJt Nfw 51\ to catch
up on what's been happening in the
field and argue over his choices.

The 1999 BSFA Awards
Presentation

The 1999 BSFA Awards were
presented at the Central Hotel.
Glasgow on Sunday 23'd April. The
rcsultswere:

Best Novel:
The Sky Road - Ken MacLeod

Best Short Fiction:
"Hunting the Slarque" - Eric Brown
from IlIterzone 141)

Best Artwork:
Darwinia - Jim Burns (Cover of
Darwinia by Robert Charles Wilson)

So, congratulations to the winners and
my sincere commiserations to all the
losers. Two of the winners, Ken
MacLeod and Eric Brown were at the
ceremony to collect their lrophies. Jim
Burns' Irophy has been sent on to him.

As always, some 'thank~yous'. Firstly,
of course. thanks 10 everyone who sent
me nominations and votes this year. It
could not happen without you! Now,
some individuals: firstly, thanks to
Colin Odell and Mitch LeBlanc for
doing their usual sterling job of
designing the trophy. Secondly thanks
to Martin McGrath for his splendid
ballot paper design. Next thanks are
due to Tony Cullen for substituting for
me in collecting the ballot papers and
counting the votes at Eastereon.
Finally. an especially big 'thank you'
to the hero of the hour, Andy Butler.
who managed to get everyone together
for the award ceremony under
particularly trying circumstances. I
owe you many, many drinks. mate!

The 2000 BSFA Awards

Remember that nominations are now
open for the 2000 BSFA Awards.
Firstly. a reminder of the rules for
nomination:

Nominations for any of the categories
can be sent at any time during the
year. Please remember that it is the
items with the most nominations on
the closing date for submissions that
will be shortlisted. So if you want
something to appear on the shortlist
then nominate it even if it is already
in the list of nominations.

The eligibility rules are as follows:

Best Novel. First published in the UK
in the calendar year 2000.

Best Short Fiction. First appearance
in the calendar year 2000, irrespective
of country of origin (thus stories in
non-UK magazines and original
anthologies are eligible).

Best Artwork. First appearance in the
calendar year 2000.

I do not yet know the closing date for
nominations, but as soon as I do I will
let you know. In the meantime, start
sending in those nominations!
Remember if you are not sure if
something qualifies, send me the
nomination anyway and I will check.

Best Novel
Revelation Space - Alastair Reynolds
Under the Skin - Michel Faber
redRobe - Jon Courtney Grimwood
Perdido Street Station - China
Mievillc

Best Short Fiction
"Colours of the Soul" - Scan
McMullen (lllterzone 152)
"La Vampiresse" - Tanith Lee
(Interzone 154)
"Adventures in the Ghost Trade" - uz
Williams (Imerzone 154)

Best Artwork
Cover of Neosis March/April 2000 ­
Mark A. Garlick
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Belfast Science Fiction Group

Alternate Fridays 8.30pm at the
Monaco Bar, Rosemary St. Belfast.
Contact Eugene Doherty 0 1232
208405
tinman@technologist.com

Birmingham: Brum SF Group

Second Friday of the month on the
second floor of the Britannia Hotel.
New St. Membership is £15/year.
Contact Martin Tudor, 24
Ravensbourne Grove, off Clarkes
Lane, Willenhall, W. Midlands WWl3
lHX.
bsfg@bortas.demon.co.uk

Forthcoming gue~ts:

14th July 2000: Andy Lound from the
Planetary Society will be speaking to
the Group.

Cambridge SF Group

Second Monday of the month in The
Cambridge Blue. Gwydir St,
Cambridge.

Cardiff SF Group

First Tuesday on the month 7.30pm in
Wellington's Cafe Bar, 42 The Hayes,
Cardiff.

Colchester SFlFlHorror Group

Third Saturday of the month at
12.30pm in The Playhouse pub. St
John's Street.
Contact Des Lewis 01255812119.

The Croydon SF Group

Second Tuesday of the month, 8pm in
The Dog and Bull, Surrey Street (by
the market), Croydon, Surrey. We are

sometimes upstairs or out in the
garden. Contact Robert Newman on
020 8686 6800.

Glasgow SFIF Writers' Circle

Second and fourth Thursdays at 8pm
at Borders bookstore. Contact Gary
Gibson at Borders or
garygibson@skiffy.freeserve.co.uk

Hull SF Group (*note change)

Second and Fourth Tuesdays, 8.30 to
1O.30pm at The New Clarence,
Charles Street, Hull (from lan 2000)
Contact Ian and lulie on 01482
447953, or Dave and Estelle on 01482
444291, or see: http://www.mjckeh.
demon.co.uklhullsfhtm

Leeds Alternative Writers

Second Saturday at 2pm in central
Leeds. For venues and details contact
lan on 0 I 13 266 9259 or Sean 0 I 13
2936780.

London BSFA meetings

Fourth Wednesday of the month
(except December) from 7pm at the
Aorence Nightingale ("Dead Nurse"),
Waterloo! Westminster tube. Check
Ansible for details and guests, or
organiser Paul Hood on 0181 333
6670
paul@audcn.demon.co.uk

London Circle

First Thursdays at the Florence
Nightingale (see above) from around
5pm.

Manchester: FONT (*note
change)

FONT meets on the second and fourth
Thurs of the month at The Goose on
Piccadilly from about 8.30 onwards.
Contact Mike Don on 01612262980.

North Oxford

Last Thursday of the month at The
Plough, Wolvercote from 7.30pm.
Irregular and just starting, so contact
Steve and Vikki on 01865 371734 or
peverel@aol.com for details.
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Peterborough SF Group

First Wednesdays at the Bluebell Inn,
Dogsthorpe and third Wednesdays in
the Great Northern Hotel, opposite
station Contact Pete on 01733 370542.

PortsmouthlSouth Hants SF
Group

Second and fourth Tuesdays at the
Magpie, Fratton Road, Portsmouth.

Reading SF Group

Each Monday from 9pm at the Hop
Leaf, Southampton St. Reading.

Southampton: Solenl Green
(NEWENTRYj

Every third Thursday, 7pm, at The
Duke of Wellington. Bugle St. Contact
Man 01703 577113
werkhaus@tcp.co.uk

International

The South African Science Fiction
Society is still looking to make contact
with SF fans/organisations in the UK. U
you're interested in receiving recent
copies of the SASFS's clubzine Probe,
please send an AS SAE with 39p stamp
to Nick Wood. 22 Victoria Road, Mill
HiU, London, NW7 4SB or e-mail him
at NikWood@compuserve.com).

Members' noticeboard

The Matrix Members'
NOliceboard is open to anyone
wishing to advertise wants!
swaps or requests for help
(wilhin reason!).

Please send any ads for
inclusion to the editorial
address.
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Forthcoming Conventions & Events
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27-31 July 2000
2000 Millennium Hand & Shrimp
(3rd Discworld Convention)
CANCELLED. For refunds contact PO Box
189, Patchway. Bristol. BS32 8YE.

Replaced by...

28-30 July 2000
Clarecrafl Event
Wancn Fann. Wetherden, Suffolk. Gucsts of
Honour: Terry Pratchett & S. Briggs. more
TBA. £5 registration, in advance only.
Contact The Collectors' Guild. Unit la.
Woolpil Business Park. Woolpil. Suffolk,
IP309UP.

28-30 July 2000
ESE European Smoffing Event
DannStadl, Gcnnany. Contact European
Conventions. Fiooa Anderson. 129
Colegrave Road, Stratford.london. EI5
lEA: fiona@intersec.demon.co.uk

2-6 August 2000
Eurocon 2000
Tridty (Gdansk. etc.) Poland. Guests of
Honour: Kir Bulychev. Waltcr Jon Williams.
Membership $35 at door. Contact Knysztof
Papierkowski. Chlopska 7/107. 80-362
Gdansk-Pr.l.ymorze. Poland:
papier@gkf.3misalo.pl. UK agent: Bridget
Wilkinson. Ground Floor Flat. 8 West
Avenue Road. Walthamstow, london. El7
9SE: bjw@dx.co.uk

18-20 August 2000
Lexicon (Unicon 2000)
Exeter CoUege. Oxford (note change of
venue). Guest of Honour: Philip Pullman.
Membership £28 reg. £15 studentlunwaged.
£l8lday. Contact 18 Letchwonh Avenue.
Bedfont. Middlesex. TWI4 9RY;
unicon2000@smof.com: www.smof.comf
unicon201Xl1

8·10 September 2000
FanlasyCon XXIV
Bntannia HOIel. Binningham. Guests of
Honour: Storm Constanline. Stephen
Lawhead. Slan Nicholls. Doug Bradely from
Htllruisl!Y. Membership £50 to 31 July
2000. then £55.Contact FantasyCon 2000.
Beech House. Chapel Lane. Moulton.
Cheshire. CW9 8PQ: howc@which.net:
www.hercbedragons.co.uklbfslfc24.htm

21-22 October 2000
02K: Odocon 2000
Royal Dublin Hotel. O'Connell Street.
Dublin. Guest of Honour: Michacl Marshall
Smith. Membership £ 17 10 3019100. 1R£25
at door. Contact Dave lally. 64 Richbome
Terrace. london. SW8 IAX. Sterling
cheques payable 10 "Dave Lally No. 2 NC'

26·29 October 2000
World Fanlasy Convention
Omni Bayfront Hotel. Corpus Christi, Texas.
Guests of Honour: K. W. Jeler, John
Crowley. Toastmaster: Joe R. Lansdale.
Membership $105 to 12I10f00. then $125.
Contact WFC 2000. Box 27277, Auslin. TX
78755. USA: fduanejrlihol.com:
hup:lI2000.worldfantasy.orgl

27-29 October 2000
BATS 2000
Radisson Edwardian Hotel. Hcathrow.
Theme: multi-media horror/SF. Guests of
Honour: Storm Conslanline. media gucsts.
Membership £SO. £15 supponing. Contact
bats2ooo@lburble.com:www.burble.comf
bats2000

10-12 November 2000
Novacon 30
Britannia Hotel. New Street. Birmingham.
Guesl of Honour: Christopher Priest: Special
Guest: Rog Peyton; Guest Artist: David A.
Hardy. Membership £35.00. Rooms £42.50
and up. Contact Steve Lawson.
Registrations. 379 Myrtle Road. Sheffield.
S2 3HQ; pat@cooky.demon.co.uk:www.
cooky.demon.co.ukln301n30.html

29 December 2000 - 1 January
2001
Hogmanaycon
Central HOlel. Glasgow. Guests of Honour:
Spider & Jeanne Robinson. Sydney Jordan.
Archie Roy. Vince Oocheny. Oscar
Schwiglhofer. Membership: ask for current
ratcs. Contact Hogmanaycon. clo 26
Avonbant Road. Ruthcrglen. Glasgow. G73
2PA:john@gelsalba.demon.co.uk;_w.
members.tripod.co.ul:.lChris_Bo)ttl
conpage.htm

13-16 April 2001
Paragon: Easlercon '0 I
Norbrcck Castle HOlel. Blackpool. Guests of
Honour: Stephen Baxter. Lisanne Norman.
Michael Scoll Rohan. Claire Brialey & Mark
Plummer. Membership £25 advance. then

more. Contact Panagort. clo S. LaWSOl\, 379
Myrtle Road. Sheffield. S2 3HQ: members.
paragon@keepsake-web.co.uk:www.
keepsake-web.co.uklparagon

25-27 May 2001
Seccond (Seccon 2)
Currently negoitating with The DeVere
Hotel, Swindon. Membership £20: may rise
in November. Cheques payable to 'Seceon·.
Contact Seceon, 19 Hill Court. Cheltenham.
Gloucestershire. GLS2 3JJ.

28-29 July 2001
ConStruclion (con-running)
Somewhere in UK. Contact ConStruction.
136 Kendal Way. Cambridge. C84 ILT.
Con_Struction@l~mail.com:members.
xoom.comfeon_structl

30 August - 3 September 2001
Millennium PhilconIWorldcon S9
Pennsylvania Convenlion Center &
Philadelphia Marriott. Philadelphia.
Pennsylvania. Guests of Honour: Greg Bear.
Slephen Youll. Gardner DolOis. Gcorge
Scithcrs. Toastmaster: Esther Friesner.
Membership currently $145, $40 supponing.
bUI check for lalest rates. Conlacl Phi Icon,
Box 310. Hunlingdon Valley. PA 19006,
USA: phiI200I@netaxs.com:www.nelaxs.
wmlphil2001

1-4 November 2001
World Fanlasy Convention
Delta Centre-VilIe, Montreal. Quebec.
Canada. Guest of Honour: Fred Saberhagen.
others TBA. Membership: ask for current
rales. Contact WFC. Altn. Bruce Farr. 7002.
N. 61h Ave.• Phoenix. AZ. 85021. USA:
bf\lcex.fan@intel.com:www.worldfantasy.
orglwfcOl.html

29 Augusl - 2 September 2002
Conjose (60th Worldcon)
San Jost. California. Gucsts of Honour:
Vemor Vinge. David Cherry. Bjo & David
Trimble, Ferdinand Feghoot. Toastmaster:
Tad Williams. Membership; $120 afler 15th
July 2000. Contact PO Box 61363,
Sunnyvale. CA 94088-4128. USA: UK
Agents 52 Westboume Terrace. Reading.
RG30 2RP: www.sfsfc.orglworldconJ.

Please send (my lIotifications alld
corrtcliollsjor jonhcol/lj/Ig co/lvt/ltio/lsl
el'ems 10 the editorial address.
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New and sIh books, magazines, sf,
media, video, CD and now DVD titles,
plus a selection of Rog's Remainders
from less than 2 quid.

recommended Liverpool University
Press series of SF publications (see
Vutor 204 onward for reviews of
several of these).

Andromeda
2-5 Suffolk Street, Birmingham B1 ILT
01216431999. fax 1021 643 2001
mailorder@andromedabook.co.uk

Midian Books
69 Park Lane, BoneHill. Tamworth, Staffs.
B783HZ
01827281391
j.davies@midian-books.demon.co.uk

Configuration.
His Maculate Origin.
Nicole's Journal.
The Red-Haired Woman.
The Shadow Nest.
The Six Points of Departure.
The Wrath-Bearing Tree.

Mail Order Catalogues

Answers to:

Competition 144, John Ollis, 49
Leighton Road,Corby, Northants
NNI80SD.

JO's Timewasters
Matrix Competition 144

Competition 143 - I"e.c;ults

Author: Brian Aldiss.

Works: Billion Year Spree;
Crypto1.oic; Report on Probability A;
A Soldier Erect; The Saliva Tree;
Franunstein Unbound.

11.
12.
Il.
14.
15.

A large bag of correct entries - and one 16.
wrong one. The first use of the hat for
some time results in a prize for Garry
Selvage.

Competition 144 - Naming of Parts
(based on an idea by Dave Langford)

The following titles have something in
common. Identify this, and name
novel and author in each case. If you
can't complete, remember others may
have done worse!

I. Andrew Westley.
2. The Book of Credit.
3. The Book of Going Forth.
4. Book Three.
5. The Cascades.
6. Danlo the Wild.
7. Dark Night.
8. Encounters at the Moebius

Strip.
9. Festival Night.
10. The Garden-of-Eden

Oreambcl"ry Wine
Mike Don, 233 Maine Road, Manchester
MI47WG
0161 2262980.
mike.don@btintemet.com

Hundreds of sIh hb and pb, magazine
and small press titles at very reasonable
prices. DW, part fanzine part catalogue
also carries short reviews, letlers and
news.

Fantast Medway
Ken Slater, PO Box 23. UpweU
Wisbech, Cambs PEI4 9BU
01945773576.
ken@opfantast.demon.co.uk

New and used ('previously enjoyed')
hardbacks and trade and mass market
pbs, including a listing of the highly

Mostly occult. weird fiction and horror,
incl. cult and film. Some rare/collectable.

Porcupine Books
Brian Amerigen, 37 Coventry Road,
Hford, Essex, IG1 4QR
02085543799
brian@porcupine.demon.co.uk

Second-hand science fiction, fantasy and
horror.

If you would like your catalogue/service
featured in the pages of Matrix, please
send material to the ediwrial address.

FANTASY CENTRE Credits issue 144

157 Holloway Road, London N7 8LX
"SO nonnal it's suspicious" - Drifs Guide

We are Ted Ball & Erik Arthur and we run Europe's only Science
Fiction and Fanlasy bookshop specialising in used, rare & out-of-print titles.

If you are fed up with big chain booksellers being "out of stock" of last
month's (or even last century's) best seller give us a try.

Mmm 144 was, once again, edited and
produced by AndTew Seaman, in between
Euro 2000 matches, to the strains of
'Jerusalem' by Fat Les (only kidding!)

Thanks again to all contributing editors and
the newhounds of the BSFA, inclUding
Elizabeth Billinger, Maureen Kincaid
Speller, Mart: PlummeT, Tony Cullen and
an)'Ofle else who hasn't been mentioned.

We have permanently in stock (but we'd really like to sell!) thousands of

paperbacks and hardbacks - not to mention a lot of magazines.
The shop is open between 10:00 and 18:00, Monday to Saturday.

e-mail: books@fantasyeentre.demon.co.uk
wcbsite: www.fantasycentre.dcmon.co.uk
PhoneJFaxlAnswerphone: 020-7607-9433

Special thanks to Sdn Ruuell Friend fOf
supplying our cover al1.

Printed by PDC Copyprint of Guildford
(with thanks to Jon Dllvis for technical
advice). Collated and mailed by Bramley
Mailing Scrvices.




