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No editorial this time ( hurrah..yawn, etc, ) but next issue's
will cover the Art Competition, which is still open, so keep
sending the stuff in please. Both this issue's cover and the
cartoon strip are examples of what we've received so far, but
we could de with much, much more!

NOTES FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Art must be b/w, A4 and smaller

SAE for return of material

Written material typed or clearly handwritten

Members noticeboard free to all members

Next deadline 1lth May at latest, please ( note new address )




MATR

CHAIRMAN 'S COLUMN Thoughts of the Chairman Now

By the time you read this you should have received a special BSFA
mailing containing the 1984 BSFA Award Ballot, the 1984 AGM agenda

and a special notice from Seacon '84, the 1984 Eastercon. The reason
you have had this extra small mailing is that the timing of our regular
mailings has been such that the mailing before the Eastercon wouldn't
have given you sufficient notice of the AGM, and the one before that was
already scheduled to be pretty massive - hence the compromise.

Do please take the time to read through the items in the Special Mailing.
The BSFA Award in itself is becoming more important and representative

as each year goes by, and this year with the Easterconvention being at
least ‘twice its usual size, it'll be even more representative than ever.
Please vote - every vote will count - so stop reading this item , dig
out that special mailing and send your vote off to Joseph Nicholas now.

If you're going to Seacon '84 in Brighton, you'll be able to cast your
vote up to 6pm on the Satwday (April 21st). The ballots will be counted

on the Sunday and the Awards will be presented at the Seacon Award Ceremony
later that eveming.

The AGM itself takes place at the Metropole Hotel, Brighton on Friday
April 20th at 6pm. As usual, a number of council members come up for
re-election, and this is your annual opportunity to make known your views.
There are a number of things that will get discussed and I'll give you a
full report in the next issue of Matrix (due out in early June). However,
as I mentioned in my previous column,there are a few changes coming the
way of the BSFA in the near future and in order to give you some time to
digest them, I'll be talking about some of them in a short while.

Updates

There have been a few changes in the BSFA's function just recently; the
BSFA Information service is now in the capable hands of Mike Moir, althougn
as he has just moved house (!), please by all means keep sending the querie:
to me. There might be a slight delay in getting replies out to you, but
fear not, they will all be dealt with. In order to streamline and improve
the service though, could you all please bear in mind a few simple guide-
lines:

) A stamped S.A.E does help

2) Requests for autographs and photographs in general cannot be
answered. We do try our best, but it's easier if you don't ask in
the first place.

3) Do try to keeo your queries brief and to the point. Requests for all
the published novels, short stories, their dates of publication and
whereabouts and so on, whilst not being discouraged, do take quite a
while to answer properly - especially if it's Mike Moorcock (a BSFA
bibliography of whom is imminent)

The BSFA's Orbiter service for budding writers is still being handled by
the ever-resourceful Dorothy Davis, so if you're interested, do please
contact her for further details.



Speaking of Dorothy Davis, I am very pleased to announce that she, along
with Sue Thomason, have taken over the editorial reigns of FOCUS. I wish
them all the very best with their new task, and look forward to their
first issue which is due out in August. If you have any thoughts or
suggestions on the sort of direction you'd like to see Focus moving in, why
not write to me and I'll pass your letters on to Sue and Dorothy.

The All New BSFA

As I mentioned in my previous column, the BSFA has really only been marking
time in the last twelve months, and I'd be the first to admit that our
performance hasn't been all that it could have been. However, I am very
much aware of the position, and steps are being taken to bring back a more
professional image to get the BSFA pushed well and truly into the 1980s. One
of the things that concerns me most at the moment is the membership turn-
over rate. It's always been quite high; we lose as many members as we gain
each year. Now whilst a large number of leavers can be put down to things
like

1) Changing tastes
2) Sheer forgetfullness to renew
3) Dis-satsifaction with the BSFA

there must be something we can do. I've had the position closely
monitored for the last twelve months, and although it's early days yet, it
does seem that the BSFA isn't all things to all people. And nor shouldit be.
The purpose of the BSFA is simple - to promote the wider reading, under-
standing and encou ragement of Science Fiction in the UK. We are not an
outlet for people who wish to write their own SF (although, of course we do
try through Focus and Orbiter to assist where we can); nor are we an outléet
for all those who are passionately interested in the media side of SF
(although again, we do cater for this to a certain extent with Film, TV
and radio reviews in Matrix). What we do do, is to publish news, comment,
reviews and opinion on Science Fiction as it stands in this country. If
people want specialist views, then there are many other organisations which
cater specifically for them. As I've said many times before, the BSFA is a
clearing house for SF information; it acts as a source of information for
various groups (ranging from the BBC, local press and some publishers), but
does not set out to inform you in the minutest detail about, for example,
Colin Baker's new outfit in the recent Dr.Who.

I believe that there are a number of people who join the BSFA for this
sort of thing, bearing in mind the great surge in recent years of media-
orientated interest. More and morepeople have heard of SF, and yet their
view of SF is coloured by what they learn of it from the media. We at the
BSFA must show them that there is more to it than that, and if we lose a
few members along the way, then so be it. However, I still believe we are
losing more people than we should be. The BSFA in the next few months will
be endeavouring to put a halt to this. There won't be any change in the
general direction, or indeed our stated aims, but we will be encouraging
new members to take an interest in the various SF activities going on
arovund the UK. This will take the form of a series of articles designed to
whet the appetitie, articles designed to inform new people of the more
arcane side of things science fictional, whilst at the same time, maintain-
ing a degree of mystique in order that people take up the gauntlet and
start exploring and discovering for themselves. Part of this campaign will
incorporate the Committee Member artjcles I mentioned last time, but it
will also include items by writers, publishers, fans and so on who will
try to illuminate this SF world of ours and why we are involved with it.

This campaign is going to provide A BSFA For The Eighties; a revitalising
of our efforts, a redoubling of our energies in providing you, the member,
with the very best that wecan. And it's going to start right at the top;

I shall lead by example (!) and ensure that we all get as much out of the
BSFA as we possibly can.
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