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d Um.e agaln, SlJrine. and �~�I�a�:�r�i�x thrust weary heaJs hom under the !';no"'·.
:-.an)' thdnks to all those readerswho found something nicE' to say about
the lasl issue - LO the lew who complained about the unfortunateletter
fiasco, 1 can only say that those let lel'S omi I ted last ish are on view
in the exp<:Inded leLt.ercol herein. plus all the cornment on other !';ubjecl s.
I hopt' this makes amends to sOllie extent, mastersand mislresses••••• »

MARCH 1984
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See below for new editorial
address•...••

FtiISTED flY ttlOSE: intrepid eg}'ptologbts at 43 Harrow Road, Carshalton,Surrey ­
.... nown to t'1l' Interpol flIes as L"t: an,1 Indiana Harvey.

BSFA SUBSCRIPTIONS are ;wai13ble for �t�~�.�e jaughably sJ!lall sum of 1.7 per annum. Send
�n�~�g�o�l�i�a�b�l�e items to ellhell

Sandy 81'0\0011, 18 Gor\lon Tena...:c, �B�~�a�n�L�y�r�e�, LandrkshireG72 9NA or

Keith fre...man, 269 �W�y�k�~�l�l�a�m Rnart, R<!d.dir.g. Berks., RG6 IPL

ThiS wi 11 ensureyou further info;mal ion on L!1e BSFA and its activities. Sample
mailings tan be obtained for 11-'>u, the :;u:n being ::leductable from the price of
a full membershipwhen you "luite nall,.LIlly take on(' out - DON'T YOU ?!

BSfA Mrx NUMBER SERVICr is holndlE'ct by:

koy �~�a�c�i�n�s�l�n�. 1 Frogrn.lll Cotta.;c$, H'Jriey. Nr. '1aidenhcdd,Berks., SL6 SNH

CHAIPJ1At! of the BSFA lSI

Alan Von'y. 21 SUlI\l1,ertic'ld iJrl'.'e, �!�"�I�i�'�i�d�~�e�t�o�n�. �G�r�e�a�~�E�'�r Manchester

I:.UI l'uRIAL ADDRESS Pleasenote lhat lhe addressfor all correspondenceis:

9SA Victoria Road. LEEDS. "'est Yorkshire 1-S6 IDR



MATRIX
contents

HATluXPRESSI Chairman'sColumn Alan Dorey P.4

SuggestionBox Sandy BTOwn P.]

News Editor P.7

Conventions [etitor P.ll

Clubs Editor �P�.�l�·�~

Members' Not iceboard P.14

OTHER EYES1 Media Reviews Simon lngs P.1S

NEW FORMS OF
ADDICTIONs FanzineReviews Li 1ian Edwards P.19

TWO'S LARCENY' Cartoon Dave Mooring P.22

STRANGE RELATIONS: Letters Column P.2S

Cover by Gavin foner; Interior Art by Pete Lyon and Editor.

No editorial this time ( hurrah•• yawn. etc, ) but next issue's
will cover the Art Competition. which is still open, so keep
sending the stuff in please.Both this issue'scover and the
cartoon strip are examplesof what. we've received so far. but
we could de wtttJ. unJch. lTR.1ch more!

NOTES FOR CONTRIBl1l'ORS

Art. must be b/w, A4 and smaller
SAE for ret.urn �~�f material
Written material typed or clearly handwritten
Hembemnoticeboardfree to all members
Next deadline11th May at lat'est, please( note new address



bimonthly

MATRIXPRESS
the voice ot the bsfa

,
CHAIRMAN '5 COLUMN Thoughts of the Chairman NOw

By the time you read this you should have received a special BSFA
mailing containing the 1984 BSFA Award Ballot, the 1984 AGM agenda
and a special notice from Seacon '84. the 1984 Eastercon. The reason
you have had this extra small mailing is that the timing of our regUlar
mailings"has been such that the mailing before the Easterconwouldn't
have given you sufficient notice of the AGM. and the one before that vas
already schedul.edto be pretty massive- hence the compromise.

Do pleasetake the time to read through the items in the Special Mailing.
The BSFA Award in itself is becoming more important and representative
as each year goes by, and this year with the Easterconventionbeing at
least,twice its �U�S�1�.�1�a�~ size, it'll be even more representativethan ever.
Pleasevote - every vote will count - so stop reading this item • dig
out 'that special 1TIdiling and send your vote off to'JosephNicholas now.
If you're going to Seacon '84 in Brighton. you'll be able to cast your
vote up to 6pm on the Satteday(April 21st). The ballots will be counted
on the �S�u�n�d�~�y and the Awards will be presentedat the SeaconAward Ceremony
later that evemi.ng.

The AGM itself takes place at the Metropole Hotel. Brighton on Friday
April 20th at 6pm. As usual. a number of council members come up for
re-election. and this is your annual. opportunity to make known Y.2!!..!: views.
There are a number of things that will get discussedand I'll give you a
ful.l report in the next issue of Matrix (due out in early June). However.
as I mentioned in my previous column.there are a few changescoming the
way of the BSFA in the near future and in order to give you some time to
digest them. 1'11 be talking about some of them in a short while.

There have been a few changesin the BSFA '5 function just recently; the
BSFA Information service is now in the capablehands of Hike Moir, although
as he has just moved house (!), pleaseby all means keep sending the queriel
to me. There might be a slight delay in getting replies out to you, but
fear not, they will all be dealt with. In order to streamlineand improve
the service though, could you all pleasebear in mind a few simple guide­
lines:

1) A stampedS.A. E does help!
2) Requestsfor autographsand phQtographsin general cannot be

answered.We do try our best, but it'S easierif you don't ask in
the first place.

3) Do try to kee9 your queries brief and to the point. Requestsfor all
the published novels. short stories, their dates of publication and
whereaboutsand so on, whilst not being discouraged,do take qui te a
while to answer properly - especially if it's ·Mike Moorcock (a BSFA
bibliography of whom is imminent)

The BSFA's Orbiter service for budding writers is still being handled by
the ever-resourcefulDorothy Davis, so if you' re interested.do please
contact her for further details.



Speakingof Dorothy Davis, I am very pleasedto announcethat she, along
with Sue Thomason, have taken over the editorial reigns of FOCUS. I wish
them all the very best with their new task, and look forward to their
first issuewhich is due out in August. If you have any thoughts or
suggestionson the sort of direction you'd like to see Focus moving in, why
not write to me and I'll pass your letterson to Sue and Dorothy.

The All New BSFA

As I mentioned in my previous column, the BSFA has really only been marking
time in the last twelve months, and I'd be the first to admit that our
performancehasn't tEen all that it could have been. HoweveT, I am very
much aware of the p05ition, and s.teps are being taken to bring back a more
professionalimage to get the aSH pushed weJ.I and truly into the 19805. One
of the things that concernsme most at:. \.he moment is the membershipturn­
over rate. It's always been quite high; we lose as many members as we gain
each year. Now whi 1st a large number of leavers can be put down to things
like

1) Changing tastes
2) Sheer forgetfu11nessto renew
3) Dis-satsifactionwith the BSFA

there must be something"'e can do. I've had the position 'closely
monitored for the last twelve months, and although it's early days yet, it:
does seem that the BSFA isn't all things to all people. And nor shouldir be.
The purposeof the BSFA is simple - to promote the wider reading, under­
standingand encour a gement of ScienceFiction in the UK. We are not an
outlet for people who wish to write their own SF (although, of coursewe do
try through Focus and Orbiter to assistwhere we can); nor are we an outlet
for all those who are passionatelyinterestedin the media side of SF
(althoughagain, we do cater for this to a certain extent with Film, TV
and radio reviews in Matrix). What we do do, is to publish neW's, comment,
reviews and opinion on ScienceFiction as it stands in this country. If
people want specialistviews, then there are many other organisationsWhich
cater specifically for them. As I've said many times before, the BSFA is a
clearing house for SF information; it acts as a source of information for
various groups (ranging from the BBC, local press and some publishers), but
does not set out to inform you in the minutestdetail about, for example,
Colin Baker's new outfit in the recentDr.Who.

I believe that there are a number of people who join the BSFA for this
sort of thing, bearing in mind the great surge in recent years of media­
orien tated interest. More and �m�o�r�~�e�o�p�l�e have heard of SF, and yet their
view of SF is coloured by what they learn of it from the media. We at the
BSFA must show them that there is more to it than that, and if we lose a
few members along the way, then so be it. However, I still believe we are
losing more people than we should be. The BSFA in the next few months will
be endeavouringto put a halt to this. There won't be any change in the
generaldirection, or indeed our stated aims, but we will be encouraging
new members to take an interest in the various SF activi ties going on
artmnd the UK. This will take the form of a seriesof articles designed to
whet the appetitie, articles designed to inform new people of the more
arcaneside of things sciencefictional, whilst at the same time, maintain­
ing a degreeof mystique in order that people take up the gauntlet and
�s�~�a�r�t exploring and discovering for themselves.Part of this ,campaignwill
incorporatethe Committee Member arti cles I mentioned last' time, but it
will also include items by writers, publishers, fans and so on ":ho will
try to illuminate this SF world of ours and why we are involved with it.

This campaign is going to provide A BSFA For The Eighties; a revitalising
of our efforts, a redOUbling of our energiesin providing you, the member.
with the very best that wecan. And it's going to start right at the top;
I shall lead by example (!) and ensurethat we all get as much out of the
BSFA as we possibly can.
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