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Comments by Rich and Wecks

Somewhere over the South Pacific, on the Qantas
flight to Melbourne, Australia:

Nicki: “How long have we been traveling?”

Rich (misunderstanding): “About two weeks.”

Nicki: “No, not how long are we going to be in Austra-
lia; how long have we been on this flight?”

Rich: “Oh! About two weeks.”

It takes a long, long time, even by air, to travel
from North America to Australia. Well, maybe not
two weeks, but it sure seems like it. It was the far-
thest from home either of us had ever been, to the
most southerly Worldcon ever. Like many of our
trips, this was a voyage of discovery; by the end of the
trip. we felt we knew our way around a part of the
world that had previously been as remote to us, sub-
Jectively, as the surface of Mars.

The trip actually began two years earlier, in San
Antonio, at the 1997 Worldcon. It was there that the
Los Angeles fan group, SCIFI, won the bid to host the
1999 North American Science Fiction Convention,
which was to be held in Anaheim the week before
Aussiecon Three, the 1999 Worldcon. NASFiCs
don’t happen too often, only when the Worldcon is
across an ocean from here. We’d only been to one
previous NASFiC (the 1979 NorthAmericon in Louis-
ville) and, indeed, had no plans to attend the 1999 one
either (Australia and Aussiecon were on our minds
even then). But a telephone call from Bruce Pelz a
few days before the 1997 LoneStarCon changed all
that; he informed us that SCIFI wanted us to be their
Fan Guests if they won their bid. It was a surprise;
we haven’t attended all that many conventions in the
past few years, and there are certainly many other
fans who are deserving of the honor. Nevertheless, it
didn’t take us long to accept. The bigger challenge
was to figure out how we were going to pack the
NASFIC, Aussiecon Three, and other parts of Austra-
lia all into one trip.

fad

With the 1999 NASFiC, ConuCopia, we’ve now
been fan guests five times. At 2,000+ attendees,
ConuCopia was by far the largest convention of the
five. and we were treated quite lavishly — a two room
suite at the Anaheim Marriott and a special liaison,
Genny Dazzo, who went way out of her way to make
sure everything we wanted was there. We’re not sure
they got equal value in return; we were only asked to
be on a handful of program items and the ice cream
social that opened the convention. That was a fun
event: instead of the usual *“Meet the Guest’ cattle
call, ConuCopia set it up as a High School Reunion of
George Orwell High, Class of 1984. There was even
a small Photo Remembrance Book showing various
pro guests and attending authors as ‘teachers’ and us
as the Homecoming King and Queen. There were
also pictures of the various scholastic organizations
such as a the ‘Light Saber Fencing Club’, actually
made up of local fans and members of the concom. A
few times during the event we were even asked to
sign the book under our photo. It was a pleasant way
to start the convention.

We elected not to do speeches or be interviewed
for our Guest of Honor event. Instead. we did a *live
fanzine’, A Mimosa Fanthology. We felt the suc-
cesses of Mimosa were probably the reason we’d been
invited to be guests in the first place, so it seemed
only right to let the fanzine (and thereby, our contri-
butors) have much of the honor. So we brought a
complete run of Mimosa to the convention with us,
and picked out articles throughout the run that we
would probably want to publish in a Best of Mimosa
some day — one or two articles from each issue. It
turned out to be a *lot* of material, way too much for
even the three-hour slot of time we had available
(we’d have needed double that to get through them
all). The audience was a bit small, only about ten
people — another sign that fanzine fandom has become




just a small segment of science fiction fandom. Still,
there were some avid fanzine readers there, and even
one pro writer (Larry Niven); to keep as many around
for as long as possible we enlisted some of them as
readers; Mike Glyer. for instance, ‘channeled’ Ron
Lee when he read Ron’s article “The Wrath of Khat”
from Mimosa 3, while David Bratman pretended he
was Mike Glyer when he read Mike’s “A Child’s
Garden of Hugos” from Mimosa 14. Mike Glyer later
wrote in File 770 that by using other fans as readers,
we had “hit on a clever way to draw an audience to
the marathon readaloud.” Thinking all the time, we
are!

Being in the film center of the world, it would
have been unusual if the convention committee had
not taken advantage of the available resources and
people who work in the industry. Media-oriented
panels and events abounded, and there was even a
Hong Kong movie festival, featuring some strange but
yet pretty entertaining films of reasonable fantasy
content (some featuring Sammo Hung and Jackie
Chan when they were much younger). The strangest
and maybe most entertaining of them all was The
Bride With White Hair, which was described in the
ConuCopia Pocket Guide as “‘the best sword and
sorcery movie ever made by anyone anywhere.” It
might very well be! How best to describe it? How
about: a “Magic Realism’ fairy tale where Chinese
martial arts meet up with sorcery, with an heroic fan-
tasy leading man, a mysterious beautiful witch who
could ensnare victims in her long hair, and a fantastic
yin-yang male-female villain who was leader of an
Evil Cult. And on top of this, it was also a love story!

Besides the movies, there were also some tele-
vision-related items, including a Buffy the Vampire
Slayer panel (that Nicki was on) which had the mis-
fortune of being scheduled the same time as Harlan
Ellison’s one man show. It resulted in a smaller audi-
ence than expected, though they made up for it in
exuberance which carried through the divider walls —
some of the attendees at the Ellison hour wondered if
an even bigger event was being held next door. J.
Michael Straczynski was there, too, and his one panel
item, expounding about the success of Babylon 5 and
his new series Crusade, filled the large meeting room
where it was held. Most of the cast of Crusade actu-
ally came to ConuCopia, supposedly to publicize an
upcoming media convention being chaired by the
chairman of ConuCopia. Their appearance seemed to
be mostly sitting behind a table and signing photo-
graphs for fans at five dollars a pop. They were the

consummate ensemble cast: they stayed as a group
when they weren’t in the convention area, even eating
breakfast together at the hotel restaurant that morning,
one table over from where we were sitting. That re-
sulted in an amusing moment when Rich accidentally
stole two slices of toast at the butfet bar from Marjean
Holden (who plays the ship’s doctor). It might have
been a good time to get introduced to them, but it was
early in the morning and we really didn’t seem to
have much in common — other than a yen for buttered
toast!

ConuCopia was a good convention, very compe-
tently run. and we had a good time. It was also an
essential convention for us — there wasn’t much over-
lap with people who attended ConuCopia and those at
Aussiecon Three the next week. and if we hadn’t gone
to ConuCopia. we wouldn’t have seen them. Our
friends Lowell Cunningham and Dorothy Tompkins
from Knoxville, Tennessee, were there: we were
pleased to learn that the success of the movie made
from Lowell’s Men In Black series for Dark Horse
Comics is still bringing income for them. Once and
future fanzine publishers Dick and Leah Smith were
there, too, and we had an interesting dinner expedition
with them one evening that also turned into an infor-
mal tour of downtown Anaheim. Elliott and Carole
Weinstein brought a boysenberry pie with them for a
late night snack with us and some other friends in our
hotel suite. And then there was Bruce Pelz, who
spent much of the convention sitting behind the Guest
Sales table where he sold more than 100 copies of
Mimosa over the weekend. not to mention the hun-
dreds of dollars worth of books by the other Guests.

It was a good place to sit down, rest, and watch the
convention roll by, while talking with him about a far
range of topics such as fan history projects, worldcon
politics. and vacation cruises. Much to our surprise,
Bruce didn’t go on to Aussiecon. breaking a worldcon
attendance string much longer than ours (which now
stands at a relatively puny twelve years in a row). But
an even longer string than that was broken for some-
one we had hoped to see at both ConuCopia and
Aussiecon — Forry Ackerman had other commitments.
in Europe, and so broke his worldcon attendance
string that dated back to 1952.

But we’re getting ahead of ourselves. All too
soon it was Monday night and we were at Los An-
geles International Airport, where outside the depar-
ture lounge window there was a huge airplane with a
kangaroo on its tail...



“Tonight we will be flying fully one-third of the way
around the world.” — the Pilot of Qantas flight 100,
Monday, August 30, 1999

The world is a big place. especially the Pacific
Ocean. It took seventeen hours to go from Los An-
geles to Melbourne, just about all of it over water.
You ‘lose’ a day in transit when you cross the Interna-
tional Date Line, and so Tuesday, August 31, 1999 for
us will always be ‘The Day That Never Was’. We
were seated smack in the middle of the plane, in the
center of an interior row, right over the wing; we were
also smack in the middle of a group of about twenty
science fiction fans who were also going to Australia
for the worldcon. Before the flight even got off the
ground, there was a mini-convention of sorts in the
Qantas departure lounge at LAX airport. It might
have been bigger yet, but another large group of fans
had instead booked on the United flight, which left
about an hour after the Qantas one. There was one
intermediate stop, in Auckland, New Zealand, which
has a very nice airport. Some day we’d like to see
more of the city and country than just that. And ata
time other than 4:30 in the morning!

It turned out that we didn’t get to see much more
than that of Australia — just Melbourne and Sydney;
there wasn’t enough vacation time left, after five days
in California, to take an extended tour of the country
like some other fans were able to do. We had to con-
tent ourselves instead with a vicarious tour, listening
to descriptions of various friends’ travels, from Ayers
Rock to the Great Barrier Reef, from Darwin to Tas-
mania, from the Blue Mountains to the Indian Ocean.
But on the other hand, it turned out there was enough
to do in Melbourne and Sydney that we never really
felt pressed to take extended day trips. The only one
we took our entire stay in Australia was a bus tour to
the Healesville Animal Sanctuary north of Melbourne.
There, we saw examples of just about all the indige-
nous wildlife of the continent, up close and personal.
We found that echidnas and platypuses were a lot
smaller than we’d imagined, kangaroos and wallabies
a lot lazier, wombats and koalas a lot more gregari-
ous, and lorikeets a lot more ubiquitous. Gift shops,
though, seemed to be just about the same — the tourist
dollar rules, no matter where you are.

~7

Aussiecon was in Melbourne, so that’s where we
were for most of our stay Down Under. And the first
thing we learned about Melbourne was to watch out
for the traffic when crossing streets! Motorists drive
on the left side of the road in Australia. and it wasn’t
five minutes into our first walk outside the hotel that
Rich was almost run down by an automobile because
he looked the wrong way for oncoming traffic. A
much better, and safer, way to see the city was by
riding the Melbourne city trams. They go practically
everywhere, even out to some of the nearby suburbs.
There’s even a special nightly dinner tram — a restau-
rant on rails which travels a random path around the
city as the night falls and the lights come on. (Ac-
cording to two of our friends who tried it, the meal is
a bit pricy, but the experience is unique.) A free City
Circle Tram line loops around the rectangular-shaped
business district of the city, and it’s a good place to
learn more about Melbourne — at each stop. a re-
corded message tells you a bit of history about one or
two of the notable places nearby. It’s a haven on
chilly September days there, and not just for us tour-
ists. We boarded the tram one afternoon for a ‘circle
tour’ and sat down next to a much older man who
seemed to welcome the opportunity to tell us even
more about some of the buildings along the route. He
was a pleasant traveling companion, and proved to be
a veritable font of knowledge about the city. But he
never got off the tram; he was still there when we
disembarked after about 45 minutes. We decided that
riding the tram was probably a cure for loneliness for
him. Meeting and talking to people on the City Circle
Tram was his life after retirement, and he was happy.
We only hope we can find that much contentment in
whatever we decide to do after our working days are
over.

As far as sightseeing went, we had mixed luck.
The tram tour worked out fine. but the day we re-
served for visiting museums was a bit less successful.
The Immigration Museum was fascinating from a
cultural and historical perspective, but it was small
enough that it didn’t take very long to go through it.
The Victoria State Museum, which is supposed to be
a wonderful art museum, was closed for renovation
while we were there; all of it we got to see were a
couple of interesting fountain sculptures outside. Not
far from the Victoria Museum is a large park that
featured something unusual — a flower clock on the
side of a hill. It was in full bloom, but, being early
spring, nothing else in the park was. We eventually
walked as far as the Melbourne Observatory grounds,



passing through a large War Memorial along the way.
The Observatory’s snack bar, where we had lunch, set
a new personal record for us — it was not only the
most southerly point in our exploration of Melbourne,
it became the most southerly place either of us have
been in our lives!

The major things to do in downtown Melbourne
are shopping and eating. Especially eating — there
must be a restaurant in every other store front there,
and there are many wonderful cafés and ethnic restau-
rants. Not so pleasing, though, were all the American
fast food places, including 7-11 and McDonalds. As
usual, we didn’t bother with those, but it was clear
from the advertisements we saw that their usual fare
had acquired an Australian essence. For instance, the
Big Mac (a.k.a. the ‘Big Oz’) had all the usual fixings
—as well as a slice of beetroot!

While we enjoy eating, it seemed that much of
our free time was spent shopping. The U.S. dollar is
robust compared to the Australian dollar, so once we
did the conversions, we found that the prices for just
about everything were very affordable. There are
several multi-story walk-through shopping malls in
downtown Melbourne, but the best place to shop is
the Victoria Market. Located on several acres of
valuable land just outside the center rectangle of
downtown, the mostly open-air Market had just about
anything you could ever need, all in one place — there
was everything from farm produce to tourist souve-
nirs. It’s where we bought most of our souvenirs and
holiday gifts, and even the skirt Nicki wore at the
Hugo Award Ceremonies. There’s a guided *foodie’
tour of the Market that Nicki and several other fans
took on the Friday morning of Aussiecon, which in-
cluded a plastic fork and napkin for tasting some of
the foods available from the food venders. It was the
one tour of the trip where stomachs got tired before
legs did!

The Centra Hotel and the adjacent convention
center that hosted Aussiecon was located on the north
bank of the Yarra River, just outside the circuit of the
City Circle Tram. The view from the foyer lounge of
ninth floor of the hotel, near where our room was,
looked out across the river to the large gambling ca-
sino complex on the south bank. One of the features
of the promenade between the casino and the river
was a series of eight tall rectangular towers, situated
like monoliths about every fifty meters along the
terrace. These we came to know as the Pillars of
Fire’ because they had one other distinct feature —
starting in the early evening until midnight, every

hour on the hour they lit up the night sky with an
orchestrated display of pyrotechnics as natural gas
was discharged from their tops and ignited into large
fireballs. When you viewed the display from the
hotel across the river, you could see that the fireballs
were shot off according to a programmed sequence —
individually from left to right. then two at a time. then
four at a time, and finally all of them at once. Then,
to conclude each five minute show, they shot off some
really *big* fireballs; from across the river, these
looked to be about three stories tall. If you were
standing near the base of one of the towers when one
of these went off you might have thought the end of
the world had arrived. You’d think that all this com-
motion every evening would serve to keep all the
seagulls out of the area, but it doesn’t — between "per-
formances’ we could see gulls using the tops of the
towers as convenient lookout perches. We concluded
that they must have some kind of warning when one
of the fireball shows is about to begin — either that, or
some of the restaurants in the casino complex have
found a ready source of instant-cooked poultry!

The worldcon itself was pleasant and friendly.
There were far fewer people attending Aussiecon than
who go to a North American worldcon, so there were-
n’t many instances of overflowing crowds at program
events. One exception was the Buffy panel, which had
a larger attendance than even the one at ConuCopia
had! Nicki was once again on that panel (she was a
last-minute addition); it was the only program event,
other than the Hugo Award Ceremony, that either of
us was on the entire convention.

As for the Hugo Awards. we were pleased and
honored to be a nominee. but it was no surprise to us
that Mimosa was not voted the Best Fanzine: we
thought it unlikely Mimosa would be more popular
with the voters than the local Melbourne-based fan-
zine, Thyme. It was a surprise, then, when Dave Lang-
ford’s newszine, Ansible, was announced as the win-
ner. Dave, who was at the convention, may have felt
the same way, too — his acceptance speech mostly
expressed condolences to Thyme’s editor, Alan Stew-
art, who is also Ansible’s Australian agent. It was one
of the few times we’d ever known Dave to be some-
what at a loss for words!

Not being on many program items does have its
advantages, actually — you have a lot more time to do
other things such as seeing what’s going on outside
the convention center, or seeing other parts of the
convention, or our favorite, meeting and talking to
people. We did a lot of that during Aussiecon, with



people we already knew and some we didn’t. We’re
beginning to think that Charlie Brown is starting to
like us; he invited us over to his table one morning for
breakfast, and the Aussiecon issue of Locus had a
reasonably nice photo of us. And Greg Benford, the
Guest of Honor, gave us some nice egoboo about
Mimosa — he asked us to reconsider our decision to
end publication, and even said he’d write another
article for us for a future issue. One new acquain-
tance for us was Justine Larbalestier, from the Univer-
sity of Sydney, who is researching a new book about
the New York Futurians fan club of the 1930s and
"40s. There was a memorable dinner expedition with
Mark and Vanessa Loney (and about a dozen other
fans); we had met Mark and Vanessa during Mark’s
three-year job-related assignment to the Washington,
D.C.. area earlier in the decade. Mark was in charge
of Aussiecon Publications (we were his *‘Maryland
Branch Office’. in charge of production and distribu-
tion of the last three Progress Reports). That dinner
featured good food and excellent conversation — when
we could hear it! (We had been seated next to a very
good. but very loud, folk music group.) Our friend
Adrienne Losin was at Aussiecon, usually camped out
behind her table in the Dealers Room: we’ve known
her since 1980 when she was traveling in North
America and came to Tennessee (where we were then
living) for one of the Chattacons. And finally there
were John Blum and Kate Orman, who live in Sydney
and write Doctor Who books. We hadn’t met them
before. but were on the lookout for them and finally
ran into them the next-to-last day of the convention.
The reason we wanted to meet them? John's father.
here in Maryland, asked us to. He's our dentist.

Rich, Kate, John, and Nicki

There were fewer parties at Aussiecon than at any
other worldcon we’ve been to, no doubt partly due to

its smaller attendance. The ones that did happen,
though, became focal points for the convention after
the program events were over each day. The ConJosé
bid party was originally scheduled to go two nights,
but was cut back to one when it became apparent that
the bid was going to win handily (against a semi-hoax
Roswell, New Mexico bid) and that the party budget
wouldn’t be sufficient for two nights at the exorbitant
catering rates the Centra Hotel had forced on them.
Maybe it’s just as well; with the large crowd of peo-
ple there, it wasn’t all that enjoyable an event. There
was almost a competition to grab food while it was
still available: a constant feeding frenzy developed as
people jostled for position around the food bar, as if
they were in an aquarium instead of a multipurpose
meeting room. A much more laid-back affair was
held in the same space the next evening by the Con-
Cancun-in-2003 bidders, who actually did dress up
the meeting room to look like an aquarium. A better
use of resources for light snacks instead of dinner fare
actually provided more to eat at a lower overall cost.
And because it wasn’t a substitute for dinner. the
party was less crowded as people cycled in and out
more frequently. The best party of all. though. was
the one hosted by Japanese fans the last night of the
convention. Upon entering, you were met by one of
the hosts who gave you a cloth headband and helped
to tie it around your head. Their secondary party.
upstairs, even served saki in an ornamental ceramic
cup that they then presented to you as a souvenir!
Most of the Japanese tans who come to worldcons
speak English. but not all. The young lady dressed in
traditional costume who greeted us at the door was
having a nice time meeting people. but it was obvious
she was having trouble with the language barrier.
When Nicki commented to her on how wonderful her
dress was. she was so anxious to understand what
Nicki had said that she rushed across the room and
dragged one ot the other Japanese fans back with her
to act as translator. Rich. accidentally standing in the
way of all this. had to step lively to avoid becoming
part of the carpet!

Even though Sydney is the largest population
center in Australia, all three Antipodean worldcons
have been held in Melbourne. That’s where most of
the fans are. The local fan club. the Melbourne Sci-
ence Fiction Club. meets every Friday might. and the
number of people who attend is about the same for
that of a typical Washington Science Fiction Associa-
tion meeting. One of the reasons we spent an extra
few days in Melbourne tollowing the worldcon was



Maureen and Paul

so we could go to a MSFC meeting, and we weren’t
the only ones who had that idea. The meeting we
attended, on September 10th, also had several other
out-of-towners. Kevin Standlee and Cheryl Thomp-
son from California were there, trying to interest local
fans in buying memberships to the 2002 Worldcon,
ConlJosé. Janice Gelb, the DUFF delegate, had com-
pleted her month-long stay in Australia and had gone
back to the United States by then, but the current
GUFF and TAFF delegates, Paul Kincaid and Maur-
een Kincaid Speller, were at the meeting, like us with
cameras primed. (We’d taken several photos of each
other during the convention — so many, actually, that
we came to call them “drive-by shootings’.) The
MSFC meeting and the group dinner that preceded it
turned out to be our best opportunity to meet local
fans, even more so than Aussiecon. It was the only
time we really had a chance to talk with the 1998
DUFF delegate, Terry Frost, and Aussiecon’s Fan
Guest, Bruce Gillespie (whose fine fanzine, SF Com-
mentary, was surprisingly not a Hugo finalist). We
didn’t stay with fan friends during our additional time
in Melbourne, but we did have meals with some of
them — Alan Stewart and Donna Heenan one evening
and Irwin Hirsh another. We’d been looking forward

=

Nicki, Rich, and Irwih

to meeting Irwin, whom we’d just missed several
times during the convention. After our meal with
him. he led us to the site of the previous two Mel-
bourne worldcons, the former Southern Cross Hotel —
now a moribund site, fenced-off from the street and
undergoing either a massive renovation or outright
demolition (we’re not sure which). If we'd stayed in
Melbourne one more day. lrwin was going to get us
into an Aussie Rules football game. which would

have been fun, but by then we were in Sydney.
* k %

“Sydney is a glittering, lively city with a fabulously
beautiful harbour at its centre.” — Lonely Planet's New
South Wales guidebook

Sydney is a city that more than lives up to its
reputation. We spent only three days there together —
a severe miscalculation. as there’s a lot more to see
and do in Sydney than can be fit into a long weekend.
We tried to maximize our remaining time, so we did
some of the most obvious. touristy things. such as a
tour of the Opera House and a Harbour Cruise, at first
opportunity. In fact, we might have done the Harbour
Cruise a bit 100 soon — our first night in the city we
reserved for an evening cruise, but the recorded com-
mentary that pointed out all the notable things to see
on the shore was the same one used for daylight
cruises. So when we were told that some of the man-
sions on the shore of Double Bay were owned by
movie stars such as Kevin Costner and Tom Cruise,
what we saw out there was mostly darkness. And
when the recorded commentary described how you
could get to the Sydney Zoo by taking an inclined
railway from the ferry terminus at the harbour, all we
saw up there was a black hole. Still. both the Opera
House and the Harbour Bridge are spectacular at
night, and the best view of each is from the middle of
the harbour. So was it worth the fare? We thought
so, but ours wasn’t the only opinion. One of the other
passengers on the cruise. a teenager with a backpack,
must have been disappointed by the view. or else he’d
seen it all before. Not two minutes after the ferryboat
left Circular Quay he was sound asleep, and didn’t
awaken until the tour was almost over. We left the
pier wondering if he had found that a gently-rolling
boat was a personal cure for insomnia!

The more time we spent at the Circular Quay
waterfront, the more certain we were that the real
‘signature image’ of Sydney, the one you remember
best about the city. is the Harbour Bridge. not the
Opera House. It’s one of the largest steel arch bridges
in existence and dominates the harbour skyline,



though not everybody in Sydney likes it very well
(some refer to it as ‘The Big Coathanger’). You can

But it’s too big to be a coathanger!

see the bridge from almost every point of interest in
the city, and we found that it crept into many of our
photos of Sydney, even the ones where we weren’t
trying to include it. About the only way avoid it was
to actually be on the bridge when taking photographs!
There’s a pedestrian footway that crosses the bridge
on its east side, the side the Opera House is on, and
there are several places midway that are ideal for
photographers. The only problem is the brisk winds,
but there’s a high mesh fence that will capture a hat
on even the breeziest day. For the more adventure-
some, there’s the Bridge Climb, where it’s possible to
actually walk up the arch of the bridge to its very top,
about 150 meters above the harbor, with only a waist-
high railing between you and the abyss (though you’re
tethered to the railings for safety). The view up there
is said to be spectacular, but the price is, too — about
one hundred Australian dollars per person for the
experience. We decided to take a pass on that. Some-
thing we found a little more accessible (as well as
affordable) was the Sydney Observatory, located on a
hill not far from the bridge. There was more to see
there than we thought; besides the usual complement
of telescopes there were also some interactive video
games that served to educate schoolchildren (and us
oldsters too!) about the nature of the cosmos and
some of the deep sky wonders it contains. But best of
all, it was located in a picturesque park, on the site of
an old fort, right there in downtown Sydney: it’s not
only a good place for astronomy, it’s also a good
place for events like wedding receptions, and there
was one going on the day we were there. We might
have joined the festivities, but we were dressed a bit
too much like fans. Besides, our accents would have
given us away!

Time passes too quickly. After our three days in

Sydney, Nicki’s vacation time had just about expired,
as much as she wanted to extend the stay. it was time
to return to North America. Rich’s stay was actually
a bit longer than that: he had a technical conference to
attend in Singapore before he came home, so he re-
mained in Sydney an additional five days. talking
walkabouts in the scenic headlands that separate Syd-
ney Harbour from the Pacific Ocean, trailwalking
Pacific vistas near Bondi and Manly Beaches, and
even spending a day touristing and shopping with two
North American fan friends (Jeanne Mealy and John
Stanley, from Minneapolis) who were still in the
country. Our trip to Australia was a true voyage of
discovery for us, and what we’ll take away from it are
the myriad images and memories of people, things,
events, and sights encountered along the way. One of
them happened the second night of our stay in Syd-
ney. Susan Bellenger. a fan we'd met on the day trip
to Healesville, invited us tor dinner out to her home in

Susan, Susan's mother, and Nicki

Merrylands. where the skies are much darker than in
Sydney or Melbourne. It was there that we finally got
to view something we’d been wanting to see for de-
cades — Alpha and Beta Centauri and the stars of the
Southern Cross. The total unfamiliarity of the south-
ern sky served to remind us how far we were from
home, and how exotic the southern hemisphere was to
us; the Southern Cross. like Australia had become for
us after two weeks there. was the only part we felt we
really knew anything about. There’s a lot more to see
and do Down Under: someday we hope we’ll get
another chance. But as for finally seeing the Southern
Cross, it turned out there was a hidden connection for
us that we hadn’t known about: the second brightest
star in the constellation. Beta Crucis. also has a more
formal name. It’s known as "“Mimosa’. &



% We're going to begin this issue with a remembrance of a friend and a longtime contributor to Mimosa. On
October 20" of last year, about a month after we returned home from Australia, Walter Willis died. He'd been ill
for about a year, following a stroke, and spent much of that time hospitalized. There's not much to say about Walt
Willis that isn't a superlative. He was the most prominent member of fandom’s most famous fan organization, the
legendary Irish Fandom of the 1950s. Bob Shaw, another member of IF and one of fandom'’s finest writers and
humorists, once described Willis as “the best writer he'd ever known.” Harry Warner, Jr., in his book, A Wealth of
Fable, describes Walt as the “best and most gifted fan of the 1950s, who also might qualify as the Number One
Fan of any and all decades.” Here's a tribute to Walt by another member of IF. who tells us that the following ‘“is
not really an account of Walt's fannish career, but rather my remembrance of him during the whirlwind days of

Irish Fandom”

I Remember Him -
A Tribute to
Walt Willis

Dy John Berry
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[ met Walt Willis for the first time in 1954. 1
worked at the local constabulary HQ, in Belfast, and
during the hour’s lunch time I toured bookshops sell-
ing science fiction magazines, and oft noted in them
that Walt Willis, of 170 Upper Newtownards Road,
Belfast, was the publisher of the mysterious ‘fanzine’
Hyphen, which was always favourably reviewed. |
wrote to him, asking for an appointment, and in due
course I hied to Oblique House on a trolley bus, think-
ing that arriving there on a rusty pedal cycle would
not create a good impression.

We met at the portals of Oblique House, albeit
complete strangers, although, shrewdly, we already
knew a great deal about each other. In his “I Remem-
ber Me” column in Mimosa 20, Walt revealed that as
he was a senior Civil Servant at the Northern Ireland
Parliament Building in Stormont (to the south of Bel-
fast), he was thus able to ‘pull’ my personal file and
study the contents — an Englishman in the police seek-
ing contact with Irish Fandom? I also made discreet
enquiries about Mr. Willis in the Ministry, and dis-
covered he was quite an important person in the Civil
Service.

Walt told me all about fandom and lent me the
Slant and Hyphen files, and the following Tuesday |
arrived for a meeting of Irish Fandom — James White,
Bob Shaw, George Charters and Walt and Madeleine
Willis — and was given a demonstration of ‘ghood-
minton’. Simply, it was hitting a shuttlecock across a
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net, attempting to hit the opposing floor, for a point.
[t was quite interesting; [ was offered a game, and
partnered Bob Shaw against Walt and James. At this
juncture | must point out that [ was an athlete, physi-
cally very strong, and most certainly always played to
win, whatever the sport may be. | had been in the
army for almost five years, and was a serving police
officer. None of the Irish Fandom members had ever
encountered violence, but [ was a veteran of fighting
and rioting, although my most serious injuries were
obtained playing soccer for police teams. (Once, |
recall being carried away after a soccer injury, with
my arms dangling limply on either side of a stretcher,
and [ heard someone comment, “He isn’t a very good
player. but you’ve got to admire his tenacity.”) So |
played ghoodminton in this diehard fashion, thumping
my heavily-soled boots on the floorboards and vigor-
ously attacking the shuttlecock.

Walt Willis wrote to Chuck Harris regarding my
initiation into ghoodminton, “Much blood was spilled
during the encounter; fortunately most of it was John
Berry’s.”

And so, for a number of years, I played ghood-
minton In a vicious manner, always striving to win,
leaping about in my hobnail boots. Circa 1960, 1
visited Oblique House for a meeting of Irish Fandom,
and Walt met me, looking rather pale. He asked me to
accompany him to the lounge, which was directly
underneath the fanac room. threw the doors open and



invited me to enter. It looked as though a blizzard had
struck.

"Madeleine was having tea here this afternoon
with the Curate, and suddenly the ceiling shattered
and covered them with plaster." He looked down at
my hobnail boots with furrowed brows, and | got the
message.

"The ceiling probably shattered because of the
continuous heavy hammering on the floorboards dur-
ing our games of ghoodminton." His eyes suddenly
twinkled humorously, crow’s feet creases at their cor-
ners almost reaching his ears. "But don't worry, John.
It will be very expensive to get the ceiling replastered,
but insurance will cover the cost. Pray continue play-
ing in your usual manner."

This kindness and consideration was typical of
him, always being tactful, never raising his voice. But
I don’t recollect ever playing ghoodminton again so
aggressively...

* K %

WAW was without doubt one of fandom’s great-
est punsters, primarily because of the lightning speed
of his repartee. We can all think of witticisms we
should have proffered in conversations moments,
hours, even days after the prompting, but Walt’s ri-
poste was always razor sharp.

Here are four masterly variations on a theme. The
Willises had moved from Oblique House in 1965, and
many years later we returned there for a meeting.
Walt had persuaded the incumbent occupant to permit
us me hour in the house before she returned from
choir practice:

“Presumably,” | offered in quiet triumph, “our
chorister hostess was fearful of her recital being ru-
ined if we were present?”

“Yes,"” said Walt, “it was a clear case of Pre-Min-
strel Tension.”

James White and Bob Shaw nodded sagely at
this, but whereas thirty years ago word-play would
have continued like sparks from an anvil, we all sat
quietly holding our breaths.
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‘I heard,” | gabbled, losing my composure, “from
Jean Linard that since he moved to Provence he has
had to construct a reinforced wing to his house to
keep out the wind blowing down the Rhine valley "

‘I have heard such things,” agreed Walt. “I think
it is called a Pre-Mistral Extension.”

But again the conversation expired. Desperately
| went on; would Willis hit the hat trick?

“Previously,” | said, “his wife used to writhe in
agony with sinus trouble, which could only be relieved
by an inhalent.”

“Ah yes, Pre-Menthol Tortion,” said Willis, his
face showing the strain of unaccustomed activity

Later, a question of finances was introduced:

| saw a spark suddenly appear in Walt's eyes, the
portent of a flash of sheer genius I'd seen so often in
the past. What had inspired him; what train of thought
had caused his high, noble forehead to wrinkle?

“Er, um, it's a worry," | panted. I'm beginning to
feel a mite feverish. I'm not really solvent, you know?"

Willis leapt to his feet, his right hand formed into a
fist as he tried to punch the ceiling. "PRE-MEN-
STRUM TERTION!" he screamed at the top of his
voice.

¥ % %k

Walt was always telling me how good he was at
playing golf, and gave me a dirty look when I asked,
"was the golf club his handicap?"...

“Not worthy of you, Berry," he observed. "And |
don't want you to write exaggerated articles for an
American fanzine about my golfing prowess. You can
write all you wish about my prozine kiosk. my tennis
strokes, my jumping from the wardrobe onto the mari-
tal bed, my puns, and my driving skills, but to me, golf
is deadly serious. | will permit you to come to Car-
nalea Golf Club [in County Down] provided | have your
Word of Honour that you will not demean my golfing
skills to the Americans."

Naturally | lied and said | wouldn't.

Walt and Madeleine went into the changing rooms
Walt proudly emerged wearing a thick knitted jumper
bearing colourful and ostentatious designs. and his
trousers were tucked into tartan socks just below his
knees. Madeleine was delightfully kitted out in a thin
jumper and brown shortie trousers. Walt explained to
me rather kindly that he was well-known at the course,
and would regard it as a personal favour if | didn't
drive off until | was well away from the applauding
crowd which had gathered around them.

| asked him what ‘driving off meant ?

He gave a nervous laugh and dragged me away

It was wonderful to see this proud and noble fig-
ure, this paragon of Fandom, addressing the ball. He



placed it on a tee as if he intended to smash it back
into its primordial atomic state. He stood menacingly
over it, and raised his club (one of those things with a
big lump of hard wood at the end of it), posed noncha-
lantly to show us sheer elegance, then swished the
club downwards in a descending are of sheer slashing
power. The force used was such that | swear the club
coiled itself like a scarf around Walt's neck as he fin-
ished the shot.

"Half a sec, Walt," | breathed, and to save him the
trouble of bending down, | picked up his golf ball and
put it back on his tee. Red of face. Walt frightened the
golf ball several times before he finally sent it skim-
ming over the horizon...

% Xk %k

One afternoon, circa 1956, 1 received a telephone
call in my office from WAW. I sensed excitement in
his voice:

"Have you got three pounds to spare?" he hissed.

A quick search of my pockets revealed three shil-
lings and seven pence.

“Nunno," | confessed.

"Well, call at 170 at noon tomorrow with three
pounds, and | will present to you something to your
distinct fannish advantage."

My wife lent me the requisite amount from the
housekeeping cache, and next day | raced along the
Belfast roads on my pedal cycle to 170. The front
door was ajar. "Walt!" | shouted, and | could hear him
pounding down the three flights of stairs, and he
rushed down the hallway, a huge teeth-filled smile
creased his face.

“Give," he panted.

| gave him the three pound notes. He opened the
door to the lounge. "John," he said excitedly, "this is
for you."

| peered round the door. How absolutely tremen-
dous! Preening itself on the table top was a black
metal Gestetner case! | trembled as | crossed the
worn carpet, hefted the handle, and the removed cas-
ing revealed a pulsating Gestetner mimeograph. |
cranked it, and the machine seemed to function per-
fectly. |looked at Walt, at the trace of tears of su-
preme self-satisfaction in his eyes.

"Magnificent, Walt," | said. "Surely it's worth about
a hundred pounds.?"

"Got two of them at an Auction Sale for six
pounds. No one else made a bid for them. Please
arrange to take it away as soon as possible."

"Surely" | said. | shook his hand warmly. "Think of
all the fanzines | can publish now. with stories about
the members of Irish Fandom." And with that his air of
bonhomie disappeared and was replaced by a frown.
He and the other members of IF were somewhat
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miffed at the many stories | wrote about them in other
fanzines. but he realised he had taken an irrevocable
step. (I'm reminded of a pertinent quote from a con-
temporary article by a member of Irish Fandom: "Berry
writes up everything. | did have the idea of shouting
‘copyright’ in a loud voice if anything of interest took
place at an Irish Fandom meeting. But John, sensing
that his supply of material was being imperilled only
shook his head and retired to a corner to decide his
countermove ... It was devastatingly simple. He now
writes everything before it happens.")

Back in my fanac den, [ examined the duper.
Naturally, for merely three pounds it obviously had to
be flawed, but I soon discovered the requisite deft
manipulations to make it function properly, enabling
me to eventually produce ninety fannish publications
in the next few years, all due to Walt Willis’s extreme
thoughtfulness.

* % %

[ used to attend Irish Fandom meetings early, be-
fore anyone else arrived, so that I could really get to
know Walt Willis, and bask in his wit and fannish
knowledge. He had discovered me, and | told him
that I had used, as a basis for my exaggerated humour,
the style he had used in his early works. We talked
about the many BNFs who had visited 170, and also
the other members of IF. Not once did he say any-
thing critical or detrimental about any of them. but
always praised their diverse skills and personalities.
He was of course particularly fond of James and
Peggy White, Bob and Sadie Shaw and George Char-
ters, and he was really delighted when Bob and Sadie
stayed at 170 for a few weeks before emigrating to
Canada.

[ cannot state too highly that he was a particularly
nice man. He was, as the secular cliche goes, “slow
to chide and swift to bless.” Actually, he was always
quite modest about his prolific career in fandom: his
famous fanzines Slant and Hyphen. his many-times
reprinted The Enchanted Duplicator (co-written with
Bob Shaw), and other notable fannish publications.
He also appeared in lettercols for almost fifty years,
always making salient points, working on the premise
that if a fan sent a fanzine to him, he was duty bound
to respond. It is so terribly sad that he was very seri-
ously ill for such a long time. He had never caused
anyone any pain or suffering, and yet he suffered
himself.

He was a Great Man, a Great Fan, the ultimate
BNF. I feel privileged to have known him, and to say
that he counted me as a friend. &



% We mentioned in our Opening Comments that we saw and met many people at ConuCopia and Aussiecon.
One of our friends who wasn't there (and who we missed) was Mike Resnick, who, surprisingly, still has yet to
attend an Australian worldcon. In this newest installment of his “Worldcon Memories” series, Mike educates us on
the most efficient way for party-hopping. why you shouldn't follow driving instructions too literally, and what kind of
costume not to wear at a masquerade.

Worldcon
femories

1963: DISCON I (Washington, D.C.) room — an outrageous $7.00 a night despite the con-
This was our very first worldcon. I was a mature vention rate — and then took us down to the huckster
21 years old; Carol, my child-bride, was only 20. You room. I thought | had died and gone to heaven: there
could fill a book with what we didn’t know about were 30 or 40 tables of books and magazines. No
science fiction conventions. Several books. In fact, jewelry. No games. No toys. No light sabres. No
I’m sure someone already has. clothing. No media junk. Just literature. (If it hap-
We had no money to speak of. We left Laura, pened today, I’d know I had died.)
who had just turned a year old. with some grandpar- There was a sweet old guy in a white suit who
ents, and prepared to spend five days in Washington, saw that we were new to all this, and moseyed over
D.C., on my $93.17 income tax refund. (The wild and spent half an hour with us, making us feel at
part is that we did it, and came home with a few dol- home and telling us about how we were all one big
lars left over.) family and inviting us to come to all the parties at
We had discovered Burroughs fandom the year night. Then he wandered off to accept the first-ever
before, and it was through our ERB friends that we Hall of Fame Award from First Fandom. When they
learned about the worldcon. We couldn’t afford to fly asked if he was working on anything at present, he
to it, and our car couldn’t be trusted to go 50 miles replied that he had just delivered the manuscript to
without suffering from cardiac arrest, so we took the Skylark DuQuesne, and only then did we realize that
train — a back-breaking 24-hour journey from Chi- he was the fabled E. E. “Doc” Smith.
cago. There were panels with all the writers we’d wor-
What we didn’t know — one of the many things — shipped for years. And then there was the auction.
was that when we were told worldcon was on Labor Stan Vinson, a Burroughs collector. paid the highest
Day weekend. the weekend for all practical purposes price of the weekend for a Frazetta cover — $70, for a
started on a Thursday. We got there Saturday morn- painting that would probably bring $40.000 or more
ing, just in time to find out that the con was about half today — but even broke kids like me were able to par-
over. ticipate. I bought a black-and-white Virgil Finlay
We were met in the basement — the train actually drawing for $2.00 and an autographed Ted Sturgeon
let us off inside the hotel — by Camille Cazedessus, manuscript for $3.50.
Jr, the editor and publisher of ERB-dom, for which | They held the masquerade Saturday night. Back
was the assistant editor. He waited until we got our then it was a masquerade ball. with a live band. and
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the costumes were secondary to the dancing and par-
tying.

About that partying: Doc had told us there were
parties, but he hadn’t told us where, so we wandered
up and down the various corridors of the hotel, and
were finally invited into a suite by two bearded men
who turned out to be Lester del Rey and L. Sprague
de Camp. I don’t know what they saw in a pair of
kids from Chicago, but they, and every pro and fan in
the suite. treated us like part of the family — and
they’ve been our family ever since.

The next afternoon we went to the banquet, where
I got my first-ever look at a Hugo. At the time it
seemed like the Holy Grail: if I lived a good and pure
life and kept learning my craft and wrote to the best of
my ability every day. maybe someday, 50 or 60 years
up the road, | might even be allowed to touch one.

* % *
1969: ST. LOUISCON (St. Louis)

By now we’d been to a few worldcons, and knew
enough to get there a day early. We ran into Martha
Beck in the lobby. and went to the bar with her to
have some coffee and visit a bit.

Now, neither Martha nor | are drinkers, and |
can’t remember exactly how it came about, but some-
how or other we got involved in a drinking contest. 1
knew enough to order Brandy Alexanders, which are
like chocolate malts with just enough alcohol to kill
the germs: Martha kept ordering one Planter’s Punch
after another. Well-named drink; after six or seven
rounds it punched her but good. We had to help her
to her room, where her husband. Hank, was not
amused. With either of us. (I probably had more
alcohol that afternoon than ["ve had in the 30 years
since.)

The elevators didn’t work very well, and the ele-
vator operators were surly as hell. The air-condition-
ing didn’t work very well either, so I put on a swim-
suit and thought 1°d cool off in the pool. Bad idea. It
was over 100 degrees out, the sun had been shining on
the pool all summer, and about three seconds into my
swim [ realized that the pool was hotter than the water
I shave with.

(We went to an Archon at the same hotel — the
Chase Park Plaza — eleven years later. in 1980. The
same elevators didn’t work. the same surly help ig-
nored the guests, the same air conditioners spit warm
water into the rooms. and the same swimming pool
was close to boiling.)

We were the only people who were satisfied with
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our room. In fact, ‘satisfied’ is an understatement. [
registered as a publishing company that I owned,
rather than as an individual. For $14 a night, they
gave us a room with a fireplace, a bathroom that could
have held a relaxacon all by itself, a few couches, and
enough room so that the late Bob Greenberg was able
to set up a screen, a projector, and about twenty chairs
and show some movies he’d been working on to some
of our friends.

(I registered as publishing companies the next 15
years, some real. some imaginary. Never got another
room like that. For any price.)

Sometime during the weekend David Gerrold and
Anne McCaffery found out that I had sold three sci-
ence fiction novels, cornered me before I could get
away, and wouldn’t leave me alone until [ joined
SFWA. I’ve been a member for 30 years now, and |
still haven’t decided whether to forgive them for it.

The masquerade had what most old-timers think is
the greatest costume ever done. Karen and Astrid
Anderson’s “The Bat and the Bitten.” It also had
Rick Norwood, who would later work for Freeman
Dyson but was just a student back then, dressed as
Charlie Brown (the comic book character, not the
Locus publisher). Rick came out with a kite, did a
Charlie Brown pratfall, and inadvertently tore the
huge movie screen that hung down at the back of the
presidium stage.

Harlan Ellison immediately climbed onto the
stage, explained that it was our duty as members of
the convention to help the committee pay for the dam-
age, and collected a quick $800, mostly in dollar bills.

Well. the next day, at the banquet, it was an-
nounced that the damage had looked worse than it
was, and that the total cost of repairing the screen was
only thirty dollars. Harlan, who was the Toastmaster,
announced that he was donating the rest of the money
to Clarion.



Instantly. Elliot Shorter. who would make an NFL
linebacker look small and puny, was on his feet,
shouting that Harlan wasn’t giving Ais money to Har-
lan’s pet charity. Lester del Rey, on the other side of
the room, stood up on his chair and echoed those sen-
timents. And in a matter of no more than a minute or
two, hundreds of fans were screaming in protest. The
results? First, the money was promised to a (never
held) beer blast: and second, Harlan gafiated from
fandom.

* ok %

1972: LACON I (Los Angeles)

We showed up a few days early to hit a bunch of
second-hand book stores with John Guidry, and also
to see the first performance ever given at the new,
state-of-the-art theater at Century City (Stephen Sond-
heim’s brilliant and bittersweet Follies, with the
Broadway cast; it folded after leaving Los Angeles).

A girl from Chicago — her first name was Helen,
and I regret to say I’ve forgotten her last name — had
Jjust gotten her driver’s license, and rented a car once
she arrived. One night she offered to drive a bunch of
Chicago-area fans to a restaurant that had been recom-
mended, so Joni Stopa, Carol and me, Martha Beck,
and a couple ot others piled into the car (cars were
much bigger then), and off we went. As we were
driving by a playground, we saw the street we were
looking for about 50 yards ahead. and one of us said,
“Turn left here” — so Helen turned left Aere, right into
the playground’s chain link fence.

There was skinny-dipping every night. The only
thing I really remember about it was seeing Frank
Robinson remove all his clothes but keep on his trade-
mark leather hat as he plunged into the pool.

The con was at the International Hotel, right by
the airport. We had arrived early enough to get a
room on the second floor — non-functioning elevators
have always gone hand-in-glove with worldcons, and
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we always try to get a low room — but Martha had
done even better, securing a ground-level poolside
cabana for herself.

Martha likes her friends to like each other. I had
sold a bunch of books (“the kind men like”) to Earl
Kemp, who had chaired the 1962 Chicon before mov-
ing west to edit Greenleaf Classics for Bill Hamling.

[ was a dear friend of Martha’s, but I hardly knew
Earl at all; I just sold him books. Earl was a dear
friend of Martha’s, but he hardly knew me at all.
Martha decided all we had to do to like each other as
much as she liked both of us was get to know each
other, so she invited us to her cabana on some pretext
or other and then left and locked us in for a few hours.
We each wanted to go out and party, and do some
business, and we resented being locked in there with
each other. Under other circumstances we might well
have become close friends; but neither of us has had
much use for each other since those hours of enforced
togetherness.

Bob Bloch was the toastmaster — and I persist in
thinking he was our best/funniest public speaker ever,
even including Isaac Asimov. Fred Pohl was the
Guest of Honor, and it was the first time in my mem-
ory that both the Toastmaster and the Guest of Honor
gave witty speeches at the Hugo banquet. I also got to
meet one of my heroes — well, heroines — for the only
time: Catherine L. Moore. To this day, whenever my
sensawonder needs a shot of adrenaline, I pick up one
of her Northwest Smith stories and I’m fine thirty
minutes later.

The masquerade was memorable for a number of
reasons. There were some gorgeous costumes. There
were more naked ladies than ever appeared before or
since. and their costumes — from grandmother Marji
Ellers’ “The Black Queen from Barbarella” to teenage
Astrid Anderson’s “Dejah Thoris” — were truly mem-
orable.

But the most memorable of all was a fellow who
came as an underground comic strip hero called *“The
Turd’. His costume consisted of about five gallons of
peanut butter smeared all over his pudgy body. But
he forgot that he’d be under hot lights all evening.
The peanut butter turned rancid, ruined every costume
that he brushed against, and did some serious damage
to the carpet and to some draperies he happened to
lean against.

From that day forward, there has been an arcane
rule that outlaws the use of peanut butter in worldcon
masquerades. Now you know why.
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1976: MIDAMERICON (Kansas City)
MidAmeriCon, informally known as Big Mac,
was billed as the Ultimate Worldcon. Ken Keller and
the late Tom Reamy promised that they would pro-
vide brilliant innovation after brilliant innovation,

such as fandom had never seen before.

Their biggest fear was that people might try to
sneak into the con without paying, and they decided
upon one final innovation to make sure it couldn’t
happen. They announced that they had a foolproof
method of making sure only members were admitted.
Most people thought it would be some kind of undup-
licatable badge. perhaps with a hologram on it, but
when we arrived it turned out that in addition to the
regular ID badge, each member was given a hospital
bracelet that could not be removed, or, once removed,
could not be put back on.

So of course, a group of fans went to a local hos-
pital, found a little old lady who liked science fiction
and was being released that day, convinced her to
keep her bracelet on, and got her into every function,
including the Hugos and the masquerade.

Still, there were innovations galore. There was
the first — and. to this day, the only — hardcover pro-
gram book. There was closed-circuit television of the
better panels. all the speeches, and the masquerade,
piped into every room of the hotel.

There was an absolutely dreadful and almost end-
less live play based on some of the works of Cord-
wainer Smith.

To counter that, there was a humor group, just
getting started, called Duck’s Breath Theatre, that en-
tertained us with their hilarious rendition of “Gonad
the Barbarian” — and they were still going strong, on
Public Radio and elsewhere, two decades later.

There was the first fan cabaret.

There was, for the first time, a banquet with no
Hugo Ceremony or Guest of Honor speech, and a
Hugo Ceremony/Guest of Honor speech with no ban-
quet.

At one point, I came across Ed Wood, who was
doing some reviewing for Analog, sitting by himself
in the lobby. looking like he was going to break down
crying any second. He had a copy of Dave Kyle’s
coffee-table book on the history of science fiction
with him, and at first I thought maybe Dave had died.
Nope. Then I figured that he felt awful because Dave
had been his dear friend for a quarter of a century and
he was going to rip the book to shreds in his review.
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Wrong again. It turns out that Ed was heartbroken
because he had looked forward to ripping it to shreds
and had found only two mistakes — both typos — in the
whole book. He later gave it a rave review. (If you
didn’t know Ed...well, now you do.)

Of the five masquerades in which we participated,
this was only one we ever lost. So naturally I think
they were our prettiest costumes — Haunte and Sullen-
bode, mirror-image feathered things from A Voyage 1o
Arcturus. Carol lost a contact lens while we were
waiting backstage to go on. She wasn’t wearing much
except feathers, the lens had to be somewhere in the
feathers, and I must have thought that Alfie Bester,
who was serving drinks to the costumers backstage,
spent a little too long helping her try to find it. He
later confided to me that he stopped when he got the
distinct feeling that [ was about to turn Aim into a
demolished man.

Where's your
better half,

Patia von Sternberg, a fan who was also a profes-
sional stripper, entertained the audience while the
judges were deliberating. She came out, did her rou-
tine, and got down to her g-string in about five min-
utes — only to be told that she had to fill another 20
minutes before the judges returned. (Same thing
happened to me at Chicon V, except that I wasn’t
taking my clothes off.)

Robert A. Heinlein was the Guest of Honor. This
was right before he had surgery to cure a blockage to
his brain. He was, by his own later admission, men-
tally impaired at the time, and his speech was embar-
rassing. Even more embarrasing were some ill-man-
nered fans who heckled him from the balcony.

Joe Haldeman won his first Hugo for the now-
classic novel, The Forever War. We were all cele-
brating and partying on the roof later that night, when
a bunch of skinny-dippers climbed out of the pool,
grabbed Joe, and — though he did his damnedest to
fight them off — threw him into the pool.

The only time I’ve ever seen Joe furious was



when he pulled himself out of the pool. Over the
years there have been a number of apocryphal stories
explaining his anger — the most common was that he
was carrying a large check from a publisher in his
wallet and he was sure the water had ruined it — but
Gay Haldeman told me just a few months ago that the
real reason was simply that it was his first $100 suit.

* % %
1986: CONFEDERATION (Atlanta)

We flew in from Cincinnati, met Pat and Roger
Sims at the airport (they’d flown in from Detroit), and
shared a cab to the hotel. We were in the Marriott, a
large hotel which boasted a nifty 44-story atrium.

The tenth floor was the most interesting of all,
because it was the party floor. Nothing but party
suites all the way around. (CFG had its own suite on
the eleventh.)

We had our usual problems with the elevators,
and one unusual problem as well. Thanks to over-
loading, somewhere near the top floor one of the
elevators went off its track. It didn’t fall all the way
down to the ground, thankfully — it just kind of got
stuck there — but that, if ['m not mistaken, was the
origin of what has become known as the Elevator
Nazis, worldcon committee members who make sure
the elevators aren’t overloaded during prime party
times.

Worlds of If, a three-time Hugo winner in the late
1960s, which had long been out of business, made a
comeback for one single issue, which was given away
free to all members of the convention. It contained
Orson Scott Card’s long, glowing review of Santiago,
the best review I’d ever gotten up to that moment, so
from my point of view it couldn’t have made its reap-
pearance at a better time, or with a better reviewer.

We’d been told for years that the best restaurant
in Atlanta was Nikolai’s, on the rooftop of the Hilton,
which was next door and hosted most of the panels
and the huckster room. We had three dinners there. |
think our table was next to Bob Silverberg’s all three
times; he knows a good restaurant when he sees one.

Had a dinner in the Marriott with Beth Meacham
and her husband, Tappan King. For my money, Beth
is the best book editor the science fiction field has
ever had, and is long overdue for a few Hugos — and
not because she is my editor. I’ve had a lor of editors;
she’s the only one I’ve ever said this about.

Anyway, I’d brought along the first hundred
pages, plus an outline, of /vory, the novel I was work-
ing on. [ gave Beth the envelope containing the pages
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as we were waiting to be seated. Then, while Tappan
proceeded to talk with us for the next hour, Beth
looked up from the manuscript just long enough to
find a few pieces of food and bring them to her
mouth. This is a lady who never stops working. Still,
when your editor would rather read your latest effort
than eat an elegant meal, you can’t help but be flat-
tered.

There was an autographing at a local science
fiction store. and meals with a few other editors, and
panels, and a reading, and | realized halfway through
the convention that this was the first worldcon at
which I spent more time being a pro than a fan. |
didn’t like that aspect of it then; I don’t like it now.
But [ don’t enjoy World Fantasy Con — there’s an
invisible sign on the door that says ‘Fans not wanted’,
and /'m a fan — and 1 rarely go to the Nebula banquet,
so I find, of necessity, that [ line up my next year’s
work at each worldcon, and that means I find them a
lot more lucrative and a lot less fun than I used to.

[t’s an ongoing trend that seems to have started with
this one.

Bob Shaw was the Toastmaster. It was the only
less-than-stellar performance I ever saw him give. He
told me later that he was fine until he walked out on
stage. He hadn’t been expecting the five-minute light
show, and it rattled him.

The late George “Lan” Laskowski won the first of
his two Hugos for Lan’s Lantern, thereby beginning a
tradition he would tease me about for the next decade,
that of winning Hugos only in years in which I didn’t
write for his fanzine.

* ¥k
1991: CHICON V (Chicago)

We showed up a few days early, since Chicago is
the town we grew up in and we wanted to hit a bunch
of our favorite places. We spent a day at Brookfield
Zoo0, another with Rick Katze at Lincoln Park Zoo. a
third with Barbara Delaplace at the Field Museum of
Natural History, and a fourth hitting a couple of dozen
second-hand bookstores with Joan Bledig.

Ross Pavlac had negotiated unbelievably low
room rates at the Hyatt — so low, in fact, that for the
first and only time in our lives, we paid for a suite at a
worldcon (and it was still less than we had expected
to spend on a room).

Louisville and Winnipeg were battling for the
1994 worldcon. I was rooting for Louisville. They
had asked me to be their Toastmaster if they won, and
[ already had my suite picked out atop the venerable



Galt House. They had parties every night, but so did
Winnipeg — and Winnipeg imported a chef and gave
out some really fine food. which nothing will endear
you more to fans. Came the night of the ballot count-
ing, and Winnipeg edged Louisville in the closest
election of the modern era...and my beautiful free
suite and perks went down the drain.

The committee forgot to schedule me for an auto-
graph session. [ was pretty popular by this time, and
it seemed that every time | sat down, or stood still, or
even walked slowly, half a dozen people were shoving
books under my nose and asking me to sign them.
Flattering and annoying, all at once: at least | remem-
bered to be annoyed with the committee and not the
tans.

We’ve never had so many fine meals at so many
excellent restaurants. Beth Meacham and Tor took us
to the Everest Room: Brian Thomsen and Warner’s
took us to Mareva’s; Ginjer Buchanan and Ace took
us to the Ritz Carlton Dining Room; Eleanor Wood,
my agent. took us to Truffles. And the day before the
con started. Carol and [ went to Le Francais, rated by
Michelin as the best restaurant in America. After all
those 10,000-calorie meals, it was a pleasure to have a
corned beef sandwich with Gardner Dozois and Asi-
mov's, and a ham-and-egg breakfast with Dean Smith
and Kris Rusch of Pulphouse.

I'd agreed to emcee the masquerade on Saturday
night, so I spent about an hour and a half backstage
with the costumers, making sure | could pronounce all
the names and read all the descriptions.

[ was told that | had a *plant’ in the first row of
the audience. e had a set of earphones, and was in
contact with the backstage gophers. They would tell
him when each costume was ready to go on, and he
would relay the information to me via hand signals.

Great idea. Didn’t work. I’ve been on a lot of
stages. but this one had the single brightest spotlight
[’ve ever seen. It was so blinding that every time |
looked up trom the costumer’s notes, which I’d laid
out on the podium, I couldn’t see a damned thing —
including my guy in the first row. (It was a problem
all the Hugo winners would have the next night when
they went up on stage to pick up their awards.)

So I figured. what the hell. I'll just read what I’ve
been given to read and not worry about it. That
worked until the third or fourth costume. Then, as |
was prepared to read the name and title of the next
entrant, a hand shot out from under the curtains and
grabbed my ankle in a deathgrip. I explained to the
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audience what had happened, and that I assumed this
meant | was to slow down. A moment later the hand
gently began stroking my leg, and I explained that this
either meant I was to go faster or else that I was en-
gaged, or maybe both.

Anyway, it took about two hours to run through
maybe a hundred costumes, and then the judges went
off to deliberate, and the audience was entertained for
the next half hour by a very funny professional come-
dian. Then someone hunted me up, explained that the
judges weren’t back yet. and asked if I could go out
onstage and tell a joke or two until they arrived.

What do you need. I asked, as I walked out from
the wings — about five minutes?

About 45, came the answer, as the light hit me in
the eyes.

So I went out and did everything except a strip-
tease for the next three-quarters of an hour. We got
through it — barely — and I have never consented to
emcee another masquerade.

...gave new
meaning to the
phrase dum-aum...

I was back in the same place again the next night,
for the Hugo Awards. I lost two Seiun Sho’s (Japa-
nese Hugos) before I even took my seat — the winners
were announced informally at the pre-ceremony party,
as well as formally on stage. 1 was up for a pair of
Hugos, and when Ed Bryant, who was presenting the
Best Novelette Hugo, opened the envelope, paused for
a moment. and told the audience he wanted to make
sure he pronounced it properly. I knew ““The Mana-
mouki” had won, as indeed it did. I thought I might
have a chance for Best Novella with “Bully!”, since it
had beaten Joe Haldeman’s “The Hemingway Hoax”
in the Science Fiction Chronicle poll. but I ran second
to him for the Hugo. (Just as well. We realized after
posing for Hugo Winners’ photos again in 1995 and
1998 that each time one of us had won a Hugo during
the 1990s, so had the other — so now I vote for Joe any
time he’s not in my category, just for luck. and I as-
sume he does the same for me.)



Then it was the nightly round of parties. The
Hyatt is unusually convenient for party-hopping. All
the large suites are by the fire exit door, so all you do
is take the elevator up to the 32™ floor, walk to the
end of the corridor, hit whatever party is going on
there, then walk down a flight, repeat the process, and
keep doing it all the way down to the 7th or 6th floor.
Then, if it’s before three in the morning, you take the
elevator back up and do the whole thing all over
again.

* ok %
1995: INTERSECTION (Scotland)

This one was a pain to get to. Ever since Delta
chose to make Cincinnati a hub, and subsequently
took control of 90% of the gates at the airport, we
have been the single most expensive American city to
fly out of. There’s no competition, and Delta has
never offered a cut rate from Cincinnati to anywhere.
As aresult, most Cincinnatians fly from Dayton,
Columbus, or Lexington; most of the people you see
at the Cincinnati airport began traveling from some-
where else and are just changing planes here.

Anyway, Delta wanted something like $900 to fly
each of us, round trip, to London. We picked up a
Sunday New York Times, found a bucket shop that had
New York-to-London tickets on United for $350
apiece, and decided to buy them. Delta wanted $300
apiece for Cincinnati to New York round trip tickets,
so we flew round trip from Dayton — the airport’s 10
minutes farther from our house than the Cincinnati
airport — for $103 apiece.

So far so good. But like an idiot, I didn’t check
my bucket tickets when they arrived. I went to my
local travel agent. bought round trip tickets from
London to Edinburgh, and then found out that the
flight times from New York to London had changed
and we didn’t have time to make the connection. I
went back to my agent, but the tickets were nonre-
fundable, so I had to buy a second set. By the time we
were done, | think the aggravation had just about
offset any savings.

We had chosen to stay at the Moat House because
when we looked at the map it was next door to the
convention center, and the other hotels were all a mile
or more away. (They weren’t even close to each
other. The Progress Report said the Hilton and the
Sheraton were 80 yards apart — and indeed they were.
What it didn’t say was that they were separated by an
eight-lane highway, and you actually had to walk bet-
ter than half a mile to get from one to the other.)
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We arrived at the Moat House, checked into our
room, and stopped by the restaurant for lunch. It was-
n’t especially good or especially memorable, but it
was 50 pounds (about $80 at that time), and we real-
ized that this could be a very expensive vacation if we
didn’t watch our step.

Fortunately Jack Nimersheim came to our rescue.
He found a pizza restaurant about a quarter of a mile
away, and except for dining with editors, we ate just
about all of our lunches and dinners there.

During our first night at the Moat House, the fire
alarm went off. Now, we’ve been to enough conven-
tions to know it was just fans being less amusing than
they thought they were, but the hotel absolutely in-
sisted that everyone evacuate it at maybe 3:30 in the
morning. When it happened again an hour later, |
think about 80% of us stayed in bed.

A few months prior to the convention I had been
asked by the program committee if I could put to-
gether an hour videotape about our travels in Africa,
and maybe narrate it as well. No problem, I said; do
you need it in Beta, VHS, or PAL (the standard Brit-
ish format)?

Oh, VHS is fine, they said.

Are you sure. | asked, because every Brit | trade
tapes with wants them in PAL format.

Trust us, they said: we know our convention cen-
ter’s video system.

I was to give the presentation in the huge audito-
rium — the one that hosted the Hugos and the mas-
querade — from 8:30 to 9:30 on Thursday night, so I
stopped by at about eleven Thursday morning to de-
liver the tape to the tech crew. They put it in their
machine and hit the *play’ switch. No picture.

This isn’t PAL, they said accusingly.

[ don’t know which of us got more annoyed at the
other, but the gist of the matter was that they took the
tape downtown to have it transferred to PAL format.
The committee told me it would be back around 3:00
in the afternoon.

So I show up at 3:00. No tape. I check in at 4:30.
No tape. [ stop by on my way out to dinner and my
way back. No tape.

Okay, I say; cancel the program and we’ll do it
some other year.

Too late, they say; you’re giving a video presenta-
tion at 8:30.

But I don’t have any video, I explain.

Nobody had an answer to that.

[ show up at the auditorium at 8:00. There are



four or five video technicians in the back, ready to
project my African tape onto an enormous screen.
Only one problem: still no tape.

At 8:25 I get onto the stage and check the micro-
phone. I figure I’'ll spend 30 minutes excoriating the
committee, and 30 talking about Africa.

At 8:27 a young man comes racing into the audi-
torium, waving a tape in his hand. It works, and no-
body in the audience knows how close the committee
and I came to killing each other.

Until the next day. Then I wake up to find out
that the bastards are actually billing me 20 pounds for
converting the tape from VHS to PAL. [ explain my
position and offer my opinion of this decision on the
first three or four panels I’m on, as well as my kaffee-
klatsch, and sometime on Sunday I am told that the
worldcon has graciously decided to absorb the cost
itself.

While this little battle of wills was going on all
weekend, there was also a con to be attended. I got to
meet many of my European agents and editors, and to
sign foreign editions 1’d never seen before. (Foreign
publishers aren’t too bad on paying what they owe.
They’re just terrible at sending out author’s copies of
the books.)

There were no parties in the Moat House. We hit
the other hotels one night, but it was more effort to
get to them than it was worth, so we spent most of the
nights just visiting in the Moat House lobby.

On Friday John Brunner, Hugo winner and former
worldcon Guest of Honor, became the first pro — for
all [ know, the first person — ever to die at a worldcon.
It cast a pall of gloom over the rest of the weekend.

The masquerade was pretty small — 23 costumes
total. Most costumers are American, and it’s just too
much hassle (and too expensive) for them to ship their
costumes to overseas worldcons.

I was only person ever to be nominated for four
Hugos. Carol and I went in with Eleanor Wood, my
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agent, waited patiently for Diane Duane and Peter
Morwood to finish their Toastmaster routines, and got
ready for the Hugos. The Campbell went to Jeff
Noon, a Brit who’d written a very nice first novel.
Then Dave Langford won his umpteenth Hugo as Best
Fan Writer. Nothing extraordinary.

But then Dave’s Ansible beat Mimosa for Best
Fanzine. That was surprising. And then David Prin-
gle’s Interzone beat Locus and Science Fiction
Chronicle for Best Semi-Prozine. That was shocking.
Then Jim Burns knocked off Michael Whelan and
Bob Eggleton for Best Artist, and we began wonder-
ing if an American would ever win again. (I covered
the Hugos for Andy Porter and titled my article “The
Empire Strikes Back.”)

I lost my first Hugo of the evening — Best Editor —
to Gardner Dozois. Hardly a surprise. About five
minutes later, my “Barnaby in Exile” lost Best Short
Story to Joe Haldeman’s “None So Blind.” Okay,
good story, no problem with that. Two minutes after
that, I lost my third Hugo of the night when David
Gerrold’s “The Martian Child” knocked off my “A
Little Knowledge” for Best Novelette. Not unex-
pected; David had won the Nebula, too.

But now we were coming up to Best Novella, and
[ thought I had that one in the bag with “Seven Views
of Olduvai Gorge.” After all, it had beaten novellas
by Harlan Ellison and Ursula Le Guin for the Nebula,
and Harlan wasn’t even on the Hugo ballot. Piece of
cake.

Then, as Chip Delany was reading off the nomi-
nees, he came to Brian Stableford’s name.

“Isn’t Brian a Brit?” asked Carol.

[ had forgotten. I groaned so loud that | almost
didn’t hear Chip read off my name as the winner.

[n my ‘thank you’ speech, | seem to remember ex-
plaining that I'd be proud and happy and elated later
in the evening, but at that moment I was just relieved
not to have become first guy in history to /ose four
Hugos in one night.

Later, I stopped by the men’s room. The huge
facility was almost deserted. I think the only two
other guys in it were Bob Silverberg and Joe Halde-
man. Then one of them — I believe it was Bob — said,
“Quick, lock the door!”

| asked why.

“We wouldn’t want the fans to learn that we do it
the same way they do.”

I locked the door. &



“ Another person we missed at both ConuCopia and Aussiecon was Forry Ackerman who, as we mentioned our
Opening Comments, broke what was the all-time longest consecutive worldcon attendance string. It turns out that
Forry had another commitment that took him almost as far from Los Angeles as Melbourne is, but in the opposite
direction. In his previous article, Forry gave us a window onto the “evil empire” Soviet Union of the 1970s and
China of the 1990s. This time we go back across the ocean with him to a slightly more tourist-friendly place.

L] With one wave of my magic Drowning in
I h rau h I II I le wand, I make everyone in | supernatural
Svenska blondes with blue | blondes. What

and Space with b

©.. the ocean. \ to go!)
Ferry Ackermang s = ..o 4
PAKT TEN: FORRT" S

ADVENTURES IN JHOCKHOLIM A <m

. 1eyes deep as | a way ——]

by Forrest J Ackerman ™

I wish it had been in Stockholm, it would have announcing in the souvenir book that I would be giv-
made such an ideal headline for this article, but it was ing a two-hour seminar each evening from six to eight
instead the little town of Lund, Sweden, where I spent o’clock! Splrfsk! (That’s a fan-language expletive
the week of September 22-26, 1999, at the 5th Fantas- coined by the late Phil Bronson meaning “Yoicks!”)
tisk Film Festival. I was head of the Festival’s Jury A ‘seminar’ to me promises a teaching session. | was
that week, and had expected to see half a dozen films not prepared to teach anyone how to write scripts,
a day from various countries, but it seemed like half direct pictures, or anything of that sort, so I had to
the films scheduled never showed up. One was held valiantly fill in with anecdotes about Karloff, Lugosi,
by customs in Finland. and another never reached us Lorre, Price, Lang, Carradine, Merropolis, and some
in time because it was delayed (are you ready for of my sixty-two movie cameos. Whew!
this?) by a bomb scare! I went to Sweden thinking I would be drowned in

The very first film on opening night was a bomb blue-eyed blondes (what a way to die!). Tilt! Every-
all by itself: Komodo, with giant digital dragon lizards where were brunettes and redheads! It seems 55% of
on the loose. No one cared for it. But Night Time, the country is now populated by immigrants from
Beowolf, and Fear/Faith/Revenge made up for it, as Turkey, Yugoslavia, Indonesia, and Africa. A Swed-
did the remarkable shorts Billy’s Balloon. Devil Doll/ ish fan was driving me around one day when suddenly
Ring Pull (a U.S. entry that captivated festival fans in he pointed: “Look! A blonde!” One genuine blue-
Cannes) and The Wedding Night, a 12-minute tour-de- eyed blonde Svenska flicka 1 met while I was in Swe-
farce of loveable Astaire/Rogers-like zombies with a den was an avid fantafilm fan who spoke Swedish,
vocal assist from OI’ Blue Eyes Sinatra singing “Fly English. French, Indonesian, and I think a couple of
Me to the Moon.” Most eagerly anticipated by the other languages, and who also understood when |
Swedes was Rock ‘n Roll Frankenstein, which a U.S. spoke to her in Esperanto. She made an indelible
festival had earlier refused to show on the grounds of impression on me when she said, “I am very im-
being too gross. [ agree. If Reanimator was your cup pressed of you.” Tak se mycket, Svenska flicka!
of glee, you’re welcome to gorge your gorge on this (Thanks a million, Swedish girl!) Maybe I should
phallic Frankfurter that revives Elvis, Liberace, and start a fan club in Sweden!
various R&R personalities into one bawdy body. The Anyway, we stopped during our drive at about
film probably belongs in the Guinness Book of World half a dozen second-hand book and magazine shops,
Records for the greatest number of uses of the ‘F’ where at one of them I found a copy of the Swedish
word in a motion picture. science fiction magazine Hapna! with a photo of

The film festival sponsors threw me a curve by myself on the cover! (Talk about hitting the *Ack-
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pot’!) Buta few days later. an even more extraordi-
nary thing happened. | was out in the countryside
being treated to a real Swedish smorgasbord by a
Swedish fan, Kristina Hallind (with her husband)
when Kristina’s husband began telling me about the
Swedish sci-fi mags of the past. He mentioned one |
was unfamiliar with: DAS Muagazine. 1f I’d been in
Germany [ would have assumed it simply meant ‘The
Magazine’. But he explained it stood for ‘Detective
Action Scientifiction’, kind of a combination fiction
periodical like Argosy in the days of Stanley Gardner,
Murray Leinster, Ray Cummings, et. al. in the 1920s
and "30s. He had just finished telling me he didn’t
know if it was still being published when a gentleman
at a table next to us said, “Pardon me, I couldn’t help
overhearing you. Yes, it’s still being published — I am
the publisher!” Well, he had me pose with him for a
picture for his next issue and even volunteered to send
me a number of back issues. What a lucky coinci-
dence!

To conclude my Swedish saga, while I had a
captive audience at one of my two-hour ‘seminars’, I
told them a tale which I don’t believe I’ve ever put
into print before. Years ago, | picked up the phone
and an accented mannish voice in a lilting singsong
said, “My name is Karl Gustav Chindberg. 1 yoost
flew in from Schvaiden. I vunder cood I meet chu?”

“Why, yes,” | said, “where are you?”

“Noo Yourk.”

“Well, I guess you aren’t going to be here in the
next ten minutes then!”

When he eventually arrived at the Los Angeles
airport, my wife Wendy and | picked him up there and

immediately warmed up to him. We kept him in our
home for two or three days and on our last night to-
gether we were driving down what is known as Res-
taurant Row, a mile-long stretch with about a hundred
different eating establishments on it, Karl said, “I
vunder, vood chu like a midnight snake?”

“Huh?!”

“You know, a little something to eat — a midnight
snake.”

Well, we didn’t let on he was mispronouncing
‘snack’ and accepted his offer. The next day we were
wrapping gifts of some duplicate books and maga-
zines from my collection to mail home to him when
he noticed my return address (at that time): 915 S.
Sherbourne Dr. He looked puzzled. “Who vas Dok-
tor Sherbourne?”” he asked.

I realized he was confusing the abbreviation for
‘Drive’ with the medical profession, and so with a
straight face, explained, “Oh, he was the man who
drove all the midnight snakes out of this territory!”

Several years later. Wendy and | were in Sweden
and visited Karl in his baronial manor. There was a
lake and a forest on his land and a private cemetery
where for 200 years servants had been buried. After a
sumptuous dinner and a chat, [ was waiting out in the
auto when Wendy came running to me and cried,
“Come! You have to see this!” Karl, with a quixotic
sense of humor, had had a wall painted like a mural
with a knight on a horse chasing midnight snakes!

This is not a shaggy dog story, it’s absolutely
true! But with that, I say Hej da, Adjo, or Farewell, to
Sweden, with happy memories of Sci-Fi Forry Fans
who are real Swedenhearts! £
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% We stay in Europe for this next article, about an event that occurred not long before ConuCopia. ‘The Final
Solar Eclipse of the Millenium’, as it was billed, put on a spectacular show along some parts of its path through
northern and central Europe. But actually seeing the eclipse, for some, might have been less of an event than just
getting to where the show was going on.

;@ THE GREATEST SHOW ON....
o t

Brian Aldiss called me a lemming ... dark it became, how eerie it was and how the birds

[ wasn’t around to see the 1927 Giggleswick stopped singing.
show, but apparently it was quite a sight. In a nega- Well, as I write this, it’s a rare summer afternoon
tive sort of way. with nothing to be seen at all for a in Yorkshire. Which means that it’s not actually
minute or two. raining and that the temperature has risen into double

That was the previous total eclipse of the sun to figures. You know the old one about seeing the Pen-
grace the skies above the British Isles, with thousands nines? If you can see the mountains of the Pennine
of interested parties gathering in Giggleswick. range it’s going to rain, and if you can’t see them it’s

“Giggleswick? Where the devil is Giggleswick?” already raining. Yes, it’s a fine summer’s afternoon
[ hear you ask. And it’s a darn good question. I even and whilst the local birds were thrashing their little
suspect that the inhabitants of the place ask it, too, lungs out at 5.30 this morning, there’s not been a
from time to time. twitter from them since. Perhaps they’ve fallen into

About three times a day. the habit of a daily feathery siesta. All I know is that

Giggleswick is actually a small Yorkshire village they stop singing for reasons other than a total eclipse.
about fifteen miles from Skipton. And don’t ask Still, those old reports, churned out ad nauseum
where Skipton is. Every map shows Skipton. Simply this year, stirred something within me, perhaps a
follow the River Aire back west from Leeds and lo! latent dreg of a sense of wonder which lurked wher-
There’s Skipton. ever these things lurk. When would be the next total

Giggleswick, with virtually all the houses built eclipse visible from these shores? [ just had to be
with smart grey Yorkshire stone, is best known for its there to see it.
public (i.e. private) school. founded way back in And a couple of years ago there began to be little
1507, though many British parties will doubtlessly references in the media. Wednesday, 11th August
associate the place with Russell Harty, a television 1999. In Cornwall.
interviewer and personality of some fifteen or so Yeh, okay, back to the map. Cornwall is a trian-
years ago. gular county stuck on to the south west corner of

The village was the best place from which to view Britain. It’s full of cliffs and sandy coves which have
that 1927 eclipse. Over the intervening years I’ve given rise to all sorts of stories concerned with smug-
read many of the accounts and seen several of the gling. Start with Daphne Du Maurier. It’s also full of
filmed interviews recorded by locals who witnessed old abandoned tin mines and old abandoned legends
the event. They all impressed on me how completely concerning pixies (or maybe even legends concerning
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abandoned pixies. Who can tell these days?) and it
has its own language akin to ancient Bretton over in
France.

There! What else is there to know about Corn-
wall? It can’t be really important; it hasn’t even a
cricket team which plays in the county championship.

Stories had abounded about how the county
would be vastly overcrowded with tourists and weir-
dos gathering to see the eclipse. Some six million
were expected to descend on the county. The roads
would be jammed, they said, facilities would be over-
stretched to breaking point, food and water would run
out, there would be no accommodation available... the
hotels had been booked up for over a year now... and
other tales of doom and gloom. What little accommo-
dation still remained would be at all sorts of premium
prices. Holiday apartments normally rented out for
£300 a week were being offered at four times that
normal going rate.

(ﬂ, LR
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When I told people I was going down to Corn-
wall, traveling eleven hours each way from the north
of England, in order to see this two-minute event, they
questioned my sanity. “You’re mad!” they said.
Every one of them. “You’ll be able to watch it on
TV,” they said. One relative insisted that everyone
down there in Cornwall is a crook. “They’ll take your
money on any pretext,” I was told. “They’ll rip you
off. They have to make what they can during the
season.”

This meant the summer, when the weather is at its
best and when tourists visit Cornwall. The county
depends on its tourist season. People don’t holiday in
Cornwall during winter. I didn’t like to point out to
this relative that the Yorkshire coastal resorts depend
upon tourism, too, and that their ‘season’, lasting
approximately from June to September, is somewhat
shorter than Cornwall’s, which starts around May and
goes on until... Well, I’ve visited Cornwall a couple
of times over the years during the last week in Octo-
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ber and have each time experienced a mini heat wave.

I asked Directory Enquiries to let me have the
number of the Cornwall Tourist Board. The upshot
was that I received a glossy promotional brochure
from Newquay, the large, popular resort on the north
Cornwall coast. It listed several million hotels, guest
houses, holiday apartments, villas for rent and camp-
ing sites in and around the town. Phone calls to half a
dozen of the larger hotels confirmed earlier fears.
They’d been booked solid, many of the reservations
having been made before Christmas. I moved down
the list. The first hotel I tried had vacancies, yes, but
would prefer not to accept my booking. I hadn’t real-
ised that my reputation had spread so far. Ah... yes...
they normally depended on a weekly trade. Their
tariff was for seven night bookings which included
not only a full English (i.e. cooked) breakfast but also
dinner. This didn’t fit into my plans to see the eclipse
and then return home as soon as possible afterwards.
Other hotels confirmed the trend. One kindly man-
ager suggested that | phoned nearer the date of the
eclipse; if there were still vacancies a week or so
before the event, there would be sufficient desperation
for the hotel to take a short term booking.

Everyone to whom I spoke was hardly brimming
with enthusiasm for their little show. “This damn
eclipse!” T was told over and over again. “Why could-
n’t it have occurred during November, when we need
the trade?” It appeared that there was a genuine sus-
picion that the well-circulated reports of over-crowd-
ing were deterring people from coming to the county.
A week before the eclipse, | again phoned the hotel
which had offered some hope of accommodation.
Sorry, | was told, everything has gone.

It would probably be the same everywhere, I was
happily informed. I rang the Newquay Tourist Board.
Several times. The line was engaged, engaged. en-
gaged. Eventually... success. “Thank you for calling
the Newquay Tourist Board. Please hold. We are
trying to connect you to one of our operators,” was
the message relayed every forty seconds. | held. I
figured that now I’d got so far... After a minute or so
over the half hour there was a different voice. A real
voice. A real human, non-recorded voice. Offering
help. Ha! Did he have a list of hotels still offering
accommodation? No, all the hotels were full. There
was no accommodation anywhere. I wondered wheth-
er this guy was on some sort of commission depend-
ent upon how many calls he could rush through in the
shortest possible time. He certainly earned his money
with me. So it was back to the list of hotels in the



tourist brochure. And back to hotels offering accom-
modation only on weekly terms. But at the third try...
or was it the eighty-third? ... pay dirt. Yes, this sea-
front hotel could offer a room for only three nights.
And at well, well, well below the price I had been
prepared to pay.

I decided to let someone else take the strain and
traveled by National Express coach. Britain’s answer
to Greyhound. The coach left Leeds at 9.00am and
was due to arrive in Bristol at 2.40pm where I would
catch the 3.30pm coach to Newquay arriving there at
8.10pm. However, I was warned, those are the nor-
mal times; there are likely to be delays because of the
build up of traffic. The coach departed Leeds on time
and whipped south, arriving in Bristol at 1.05. And
the coach operators had kindly decided, because of
the expected heavy demand, to run an extra coach
leaving Bristol at 2pm. I was in Newquay for 5
o’clock.

During my stay in Newquay in the days leading
up to the eclipse, I had to wonder about the local birds
falling to silence during the expected artificial night.
There do not appear to be any songbirds in Newquay.
If there are. their melodies are drowned by the con-
stant yammering of the gulls. Day and night their
raucous screeching pervaded the air, herring gulls,
black headed gulls, grey headed gulls, and, for all I
knew, red crested gulls, terns, gannets, guillemots,
puffins and crayfish, tended to drive everyone mad.
Perhaps those would-be visitors who were frightened
off had not been deterred by the possible overcrowd-
ing but by these damn squawking demons. In virtu-
ally every store [ visited | was asked in a friendly
tone, “Are you down here for the eclipse?” and in an
equally friendly tone I replied as deadpan as I could
muster, “Eclipse? What eclipse?” The store assistant
usually laughed, but a couple of times he or she began
to explain and one dear lady went so far as to tell me
how Venus was passing across the path of the moon
and that it was in conjunction with Aquarius. [’'m
sure she was right.
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The scene in Cornwall was somewhat chaotic.
There was plenty of accommodation available in the
smaller hotels and boarding houses. Newscasts cov-
ered the lack of visitors to the county. Newquay,
being one of the largest resorts, was featured con-
stantly, with hoteliers bemoaning the fact that the
earlier estimates of influx was certainly deterring
visitors, especially families. Many regular bookings,
made by families who visited Newquay year after
year, had been canceled. There were, of course, fears
that some of these families would never return.

Traffic coming into the county was reported to be
light, though there was a heavier than normal amount
entering the county during the night, obviously drivers
hoping to avoid the forecast daytime rush which never
materialised. In pastures and meadows bordering the
road to Newquay were piles of plastic crates of bot-
tled water, stockpiled by farmers who had been hop-
ing to utilise their fields as unofficial campsites. Sev-
eral special events, including firework displays, music
festivals and rock concerts were cancelled because of
the lack of advance bookings. One organised event
did take place, the acrobatic display put on over New-
quay Bay by the RAF formation team, the Red Ar-
rows, this followed by a fly-past to commemorate the
start of the Second World War sixty years earlier on
3rd September 1939. What’s four weeks, give or take
a few days? The fly-past featured a Spitfire, a Lan-
caster bomber and a Tornado jet. “Which is which?”
[ asked innocently.

Television review programmes continued to fore-
cast the overwhelming number of expected visitors to
the county. On the evening Newsnight programme,
Brian Aldiss called us lemmings and declared that
people were travelling to Cornwall for “a group experi-
ence,” which remark was likened by the programme’s
coordinator to the hysteria surrounding the death of
Princess Diana two years earlier. Personally, whilst
might have been a lemming, I couldn’t have cared less
about the ‘group experience’. The fewer people
around to distract me from the enjoyment and wonder
of the eclipse, would have been certainly welcomed.

The build-up of traffic finally arrived in the early
hours of the eleventh. eclipse day itself, but during the
week the daily estimates of the influx were constantly
being revised. Downward. Six, three, two, one and a
half million visitors would be arriving. The final,
post-event, estimate of those who had come to the
show was 600.,000.

And the Big Event itself, the eclipse? The sky
clouded over. It began to rain. Didn’t see a thing. &



% We regret we didn't have the time to see more of Australia than mostly just a couple of cities, but as we men-
tioned, listening to other fans tell their tales, as well as looking at all the photos they brought back, kept us enter-
tained for hours. The person who had the best time of all was probably the Down Under Fan Fund delegate,
Janice Gelb, whose stamina for adventure (from what we've heard) goes far beyond ours. Her traveling com-
panion for part of her trip is the writer of this next article, who also had her share of adventures, as we will read.

How [ Spent My Summe

(Actaally Their Winter)

Vocation

By Eve Ackerman

STYROFPAM SNOW FoR
THE Tour\STS 101

Author’s note: Some Mimosa readers may be aware
that the anonymous ‘travel companion’ mentioned in
this piece is in fact, DUFF winner Janice Gelb. Ms.
Gelb's recollection of events may be a bit different
than the author's, and she's not responsible for any
statements made in the following literary work. For
instance, she might deny all knowledge of a post-
game event where we tried to see how many of the
Magpies footy team members we could jam into a
hotel room bathroom. ..

* % %k

There are no squirrels in Australia. Strange, I
know, but there it is. You can travel across the world
and what do you notice? An absence of bushy tailed
rodents. | envision Australian tourists coming to the
U.S. and snapping photos of squirrels in the park.

“My word, Matilda, there goes another one!”

“Quick, Clyde, before it gets away!”

Certainly it’s no more strange than an American
tourist walking through Hyde Park in Sydney snap-
ping photos of black-billed ibises. They may be as
common as red dirt there, but it’s startling to those of
us not from Down Under. You'd be walking through
the park, feeling like you could have been in any
major North American city and suddenly what would
qualify as an avis rara round these parts crosses in
front of you and you realize you’re not in Kansas
anymore.

To say “I toured Australia in two weeks” is a bit
like saying, “I’m going to North America and I’'m

26

going to see everything in 14 days.” Clearly, one
could spend much longer and not see everything. But
there were things about Australia both noteworthy and
praiseworthy, so here are some tourist notes you're
not likely to find in your standard tour book:

The toilets are very cool. All the buildings we
frequented, with the exception of the very oldest,
featured two flush options: light load and heavy load.
Now, if you're a woman with a bladder the size of an
acorn who drinks water all day this is a neat thing.
Instead of wasting ten gallons of water every time you
take a trip down the hall, you only use the minimal
amount necessary for the moment. Sometimes it took
a bit of guesswork to figure out which flush button
was which, but it was worth the effort. You'd exit the
bathroom feeling like you’d done just one more thing
to help out the environment and save our precious
natural resources.

How come we can’t get good dairy products like
the Aussies get? The milk, cheese and butter all had
more flavor than what’s found in most American
supermarkets and the variety was outstanding. The
yogurt in particular tasted like more than flavored
library paste. Oh yeah, and how come we can’t get
flavored tuna in individual little cans in the States?
Or at least / can’t get it. They get grubs and little tins
of tuna. We get Cheez Whiz and Wonder Bread.

Aussie Rules Football, or ‘Footy’. I’'m not a
sports fan. Definitely not a football fan. But my
traveling companion sat me down in front of a televi-



sion in our hotel room with instructions to just watch.
Twenty minutes later I turned to her and said “if
American women saw this it could change Sundays in
the States forever.” It was fast. It was easy to follow.
But best of all. instead of 250 pounds of overfed,
overpaid, overpadded beef hurtling down the field you
had hunky young guys in shorts and sleeveless jerseys
playing in the mud. Real looking men, not carica-
tures. Eye candy for the ladies. You get the idea.

Flying foxes in the Sydney Botanical Gardens.
They look like refugees from a Dracula movie, hang-
ing up there and waiting to swoop down on unsus-
pecting tourists. Or at least that’s how they looked
looming over us.

More food: Sticky date pudding. It’s a moist cake
with chopped dates and sauce on top. Good stuff but
it helps to have a well-seasoned sweet tooth, able to
handle something a bit cloying. But cutting through
the sweetness is helped by the coffee. Most of the
time, when [ ordered a cup of coffee what I got was an
eye-poppingly strong espresso. That would cut
through anything, including the fog of jet lag. Oh,
and the Anzac biscuits! A modest little oatmeal and
coconut cookie with a history dating back to the Great
War, the Anzac biscuit is a delightful taste of Austra-
lia. Within three days of my return home I began to
experience withdrawal symptoms and did a web
search for Anzac biscuit recipes. Not surprisingly,
there were as many variations as you would find for a
standard American chocolate chip cookie, but with a
little adjustment and a hunt for the proper ingredients
(it’s hard to find wattle seeds around here) I was able
to bake a batch and got rave reviews from family and
neighborhood kiddies.

[The best of Australiain just two weeks!

Blue lights in the public restrooms. Took me a
while to figure out what was up with this. Was it to
sanitize? Was it to make you look like a corpse while
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putting on makeup? Finally, | saw a sign explaining
the lights. Blue lighting discouraged drug use. Sure
enough, the next time [ looked at my arms under blue
lights it was harder to see the veins. There were also
convenient and discreet needle drop boxes for those
who needed them.

Public transportation. [’'m sure it’s not great ev-
erywhere you go, but in the cities we were in it was
fast, convenient, reasonably priced and perfect for
tourists like us staying out burbs. The Melbourne
trams were especially convenient, though the Sydney
bus system was also very good. And the trains run-
ning to the outlying areas were a big improvement
over driving.

The money. It’s slick, it’s plastic, it’s colorful. |
imagine Aussies coming to the States must find our
money very boring. | know I do. The coins decreased
in size as their value decreased with the five cent
piece the smallest. Paper money too varied in size as
well as color making it much easier to handle. And,
since the Aussie dollar was worth about %s of the
American dollar, you could get lulled into thinking
you were getting a bargain — if the price looked good
in American dollars, you knew it was a deal!

The airlines! Oh man, I’ll never feel the same
way flying domestic US airlines again. On a 90-min-
ute Qantas flight, passengers got two snacks. First, a
bag of crackers and juice. Then, a meat and cheese
roll, fruit salad, cheese, crackers, and Anzac biscuits
and a Cadbury chocolate bar! The vegetarian tray that
we got had a fruit plate in place of the sandwich. Ah,
airline travel the way it was meant to be.

The Sydney Aquarium. A great way to get up
close to the aquatic wildlife of Oz without having roo
close an encounter. An Australian saltwater crocodile
made me feel just a bit inadequate as a Floridian.

Size does matter. Our bull gators don’t quite measure
up.

Uluru (Ayers Rock) and Kata-Tjuta (The Olgas)
National Park. Everyone’s seen pictures of Uluru, but
the pictures can’t compare with the reality. It looks
very sfnal, rising out of the red ground, a huge red
monolith surrounded by kilometer after kilometer of
desert. And the ground itself! Georgia has red col-
ored clay but this dirt is red, a really deep, rich, lush
scarlet. Uluru itself changes color as the day changes.
In the morning and at sunset you see purples. blues,
greys, all melding and blending as the light moves.
During the heat of the day the rock is a majestic
ochre, catching and reflecting the sun’s light back to



the desert. It’s offset by a sky of a deep cerulean hue,
clear and absolutely cloud free during the dry season
when the humidity is at about one percent. Visiting
the Rocks is one of those special experiences that
make you appreciate the variety and wonder of life on
this planet, and how fortunate we are in this day and
age to be able to travel to these sites.

The Floriana hotel in Cairns. “Charmingly rustic”
doesn’t do it justice. The Floriana is a family owned
inn, a somewhat run down Art Deco treasure oozing
faded style, rather like a retired chorus girl dripping
with Bakelite and rhinestone jewelry from her youth.
The Floriana had Deco furniture in the lobby, plank
floors, and an eye popping pink, blue, yellow and
turquoise color scheme. The outside was draped with
strings of colored lights. We had a suite, a bedroom
and sitting room with a second bed. The sitting room
had bay windows opening onto the east and the Bay
and I was thrilled to think of sleeping with the fresh
sea breezes coming in, the birds awakening me with
their gentle morningsong.

So after a stroll down the Esplanade, the funky,
tacky, backpacker-filled main drag of Cairns we re-
turned to our little treasure, the Floriana, and settled
in for a good night’s sleep. I drifted off to the night
sounds of returning guests and the rustle of the breeze
through the palms. All was calm, all was quiet.

And then came the black helicopters.

Turns out our charmingly rustic digs were next
door to a regional hospital that serves Cairns and
surrounding environs and many of the patients are
flown in by helicopter. In the middle of the night. To
a helipad next to my room.

Now, I’m not a light sleeper but [ guarantee some-
thing right outside your window going WHUP WHUP
WHUP and making enough noise to wake the fish in
the Great Barrier Reef at two o’clock in the morning
will roust anyone out of bed. And at three o’clock.
And at four o’clock. And my travel companion,
who’d taken the interior room after | insisted | wanted
to sleep near the open windows slept like a baby. But
really, the Floriana is a great place to stay. Once.

The Great Barrier Reef was, as promised, spectac-
ular. Even if you’re not a scuba diver the tour compa-
nies offer many options for seeing the reef from
Green Island. My favorite was the Yellow Subma-
rine. It took you below the surface and around the
reef where you could look out portholes and admire
the fish. Kind of a real life version of Captain
Nemo’s Submarine.
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In the Melbourne area there’s Healesville Sanctu-
ary, the largest collection of Australian wildlife avail-
able for viewing in one spot. And yes, Virginia, there
were koalas and they were adorable, but so were the
echidnas. penguins, wombats, Tasmanian devils and
the variety of birds. The only disappointment were
the roos, who were clearly on the dole. There they
sat, lounging, scratching their butts, smoking ciga-
rettes, ignoring us, barely moving. Their attitude
couldn’t have been plainer. “Tourists? We don’ need
no stinkin® tourists!” 1 found out afterwards that
kangaroos are most active around sunrise and sunset
when they’re feeding. Otherwise their attitude is
“bugger off, mate!”

Sod off or get me
another beer, Matel!

And the Royal Melbourne Zoo with its butterfly
room is also a delight. Lonely Planet travel guide
says the Zoo is “one of the oldest in the world but it is
continually upgrading the standard of the prisoners’
accommodations.” The ‘prisoners’ seemed content
when we were there and included a platypus in a
nocturnal environment and some friendly penguins.

Were there negatives? Sure. The graffiti was
widespread, annoying and pervasive. Canned beets
are considered a basic food group. I never imagined
I'd be ordering fast food and saying “hold the beets.”

But other than graffiti and beets, I’d recommend
Australia as a vacation spot for any Yank looking to
go someplace with friendly natives, interesting sights
and people who almost speak the same language. |
hope to return someday to see many of the things [
wasn’t able to cram into this trip and spend more time
learning about the people and places of the Land
Down Under.

Oh yeah, and they had a nice SF convention in
Melbourne too. £



% There was one other mild surprise in the Hugo Awards balloting besides the win by Dave Langford’s Ansible.
The movie The Truman Show won as Best Dramatic Presentation, beating out the episode of Babylon 5 that had
been nominated, much to the disappointment of B5 creator J. Michael Straczynski, who attended Aussiecon as
their ‘Special Guest'. We're mostly known as fanzine publishers, but we've always enjoyed the media part of
science fiction. And as you can see from the following article (which originally appeared in Tracy Benton's fanzine

Cazbah), some entertaining things can happen...
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[ don’t want to sound like I’m ancient, but [ re-
member a time when film programming at conven-
tions was not an all-three-days, 24-hours-a-day event.
Cons showed actual movies, either 16mm or 35mm,
and video tapes were limited to professional produc-
tions.

Rich and I began our fannish life in the South.
While much of the country had been giving cons for a
while, the South started its convention circuit in the
'60s. In the early "70s, Southern cons were still very
small, and a movie was a special event that most peo-
ple attended, if they could either stay up that late or if
there were few parties.

The con that usually had the best movie event was
Kubla Khan, given by Ken Moore and the Nashville
crowd. Ken had a movie projector and, through his
connections, could usually come up with a good SF
film that had seen life on the airlines. The movie
room was the banquet/main hall converted into a
theater by adding a standalone screen. Late Saturday
night, we would assemble and the movie would be-
gan. And then about half way though the film, the
snoring would start. At the end, the lights would
come on and there would be Ken sound asleep on the
floor.

The Kubla Khan film that sticks in my mind was
the silent, black and white, Lon Chaney version of
The Phantom of the Opera. It was on small reels and
had the special addition of red coloring in the masked
ball sequence. The first reel had only the clack-clack
of the projector as accompaniment. While reels were
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changed (there was only one projector), people com-
mented on the film so far. During the second reel,
people suddenly realized there was no dialogue and
began whispering to each other. The buzz slowly
built up. Suddenly, someone piped up and said, “Hey,
keep it down! I can’t hear the projector clacking!”
That broke the dam. From then on, people filled in
the dialogue out loud and had a great time in general.
[t wasn’t quite on the level of Mystery Science The-
ater 3000, but it was fun.

With the advent of videotapes, showing of actual
films at conventions has lessened in favor of TV
shows and videotapes of movies. While this is a great
way to see shows that you haven’t seen before (I'm
still waiting to see Sapphire and Steel played at a
decent hour at a con), seeing a movie at a con is less
of an event. I’ve been pleased to see that at recent
worldcons and some regional conventions, actual
theater-like places are being used to show movies.

So that leaves actual movie theaters for fannish
movie memories. While seeing Star Wars the first
time stands out in my mind as a truly sensawonder
experience, it was a lesser movie — Indiana Jones and
the Temple of Doom — that made a fannish impression
on me.

I loved Raiders of the Lost Ark and saw it a num-
ber of times at the theater. Rich even bought the
video tape for my birthday. So, when the next install-
ment of the series came out, [ was ready to enjoy.
Unfortunately, it wasn’t as good as the first and [ was
disappointed. However, this didn’t stop me from



suggesting to see it when a group of fans descended
on our house a few weeks after it opened.

Our friend Guy Lillian, from New Orleans, had
come to Chattanooga (where we then lived) with the
masters for the current issue of the Southern Fandom
Confederation Newsletter. Since we had both an
electrostenciler and a mimeo, Guy had persuaded us
to run off the issue. But when an out-of-town fan
visits, the local fans of course gather. Our little house
was soon filled with people and Rich found getting
any work done difficult. To cut down on the conges-
tion, I suggested we all go out to a movie. While this
would mean fewer people to help, there wasn’t much
for them to do at the moment. Collating would take
place in a few hours. So, stuffing as many people as
possible into the available cars, we headed off for the
theater, to see /ndiana Jones and the Temple of Doom.
[ think that of the ten or so people going, I was the
only one who had previously seen it.

We arrived and got in the long Saturday night
line. When we got in the theater, we managed to find
seats together in a row near the front. Quickly the
room packed to capacity and the movie started. Being
a full house and a Saturday night, the crowd was a bit
noisy — crunching popcorn, slurping drinks and whis-
pering in general — but not so bad that one couldn’t
hear the film.

As the movie played, it became apparent that the
crowd was restless with this not-as-good-as-the-last-

one production. I was sitting next to Guy and we ex-
changed a few words to that effect. And then it hap-
pened...

Part way though the film, Indy and friends are in
an airplane without a pilot, and are trying to figure out
how to fly it. Indy was sitting at the wheel and said
something to the effect that it probably wasn’t too
hard to fly, when the plane suddenly goes into a nose-
dive. At that point, the movie obviously became too
much for Guy. He got to his feet and yelled, “Pull
back on the wheel!” as if he were a pilot instead of an
avid moviegoer. There was a long moment of silence
in the theater, and I was sure we were going to be
tossed out of there.

However, like the earlier Phantom of the Opera
film, this lapse in theater etiquette seemed to break
the dam, and people loved it. The theater was then

filled with comments on the action. with probably

better dialogue than had been written. The fun con-
tinued until the end credits began to roll. As we left, [
wondered if we had started something. After all, 7he
Rocky Horror Picture Show’s fame started with a
humble fan shouting out a response to a line of movie
dialogue. But, it was not to be...

Anyway, the next time you sit down to watch the
latest SF or fantasy movie, remember that at cons they
used to be a big event. With a group of fans watch-
ing, they could still be. %
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% There aren't many down-sides to having a worldcon in Australia, but its long distance from North America did limit
the presence of First Fandom, relatively few of whom could afford to make the trip. First Fandom is comprised of
science fiction fans who were active before 1938 — the so-called ‘dinosaurs’ of fandom. But there are many different
eras in fandom and some of them have just as much legendry associated with them as the oldest one, as the

following article illustrates.
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Whether you found Science Fiction Fandom be-
fore 1940, or you recently stumbled into it as late as
1999, it is your own first fandom. Mine started back
around 1960, when I became a member of The Wash-
ington Science Fiction Association (WSFA). By then,
[ had already been devouring the stuff for around ten
years. My dad had been an avid SF reader since he
was a boy, and so, our house was always chock-a-
block with pulp magazines. I started to get interested
in the stuff somewhere in the late 1940s. At first, |
was mostly daydreaming at the covers and illustrations
— which were astounding, amazing, fantastic, thrilling
wonders, and even worlds beyond the daily life of a
very small neofan. In time, I actually began to read the
words, and got hooked on science fiction.

I have often heard fans complain that their parents
didn’t want them to read science fiction. My mother
never complained about that. She was glad her sons
were reading anything! My brother Bill and I were
both reading whatever we could get our hands on,
from comic books to encyclopedias. Dad had a wee
problem with it, though — he didn’t want us to read
those pulp magazines until 4e had finished with them.
Looking back, I’m not sure the poor man ever got to
finish any issue because they all would wind up in the
chaos of our bedroom, no matter where he hid them. It
really wasn’t safe for him to bring any SF home, as we
would promptly spirit it away.

[ don’t think Dad ever wrote a single fan letter to
any magazine, though when I was in grade school he
submitted manuscripts to several. My favorite, “The
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Purple Nightmare,” was an SF-horror adventure tinged
a bit with “The Colour of Outer Space.” I thought they
were great stories. Sadly, the hard-hearted editors he
sent them to did not concur.

By the time I reached the 11th grade, I still had no
idea that there was such a thing as a fannish commu-
nity. While I was interviewing a Senior for our school
newspaper, a friend of hers, who had graduated the
previous year, joined us. His name was Don Stude-
baker (who now writes as “Jon DeCles’). After the
interview, Don told me he had met the author of the SF
novel I had on top of my school books, and also told
me about a group called “WSFA’ which had a lot of
awesome members and, wouldn’t it be neat for me to
go to a meeting? We could use my dad’s car!

So the following Friday I picked him up and went
to my first WSFA meeting. I think there were all of 17
members at that time (the winter of 1959-60). George
Scithers was President. Seated around the large parlor
were Bob Madle, Bill Evans, Phil Bridges, Dick Eney,
Bob Pavlat, Jack Chalker and many others whom |
soon learned were mighty BNFs. They were very
accepting people, and my being a pimply faced teen-
ager with more opinions than experience, didn’t seem
to put them off. Best of all, they cared about books.

[ started to go regularly and got to know these
people as friends. Our hostess, Miss Elizabeth O.
Cullen. had been the Railroad Association’s librarian.
One day, she showed me a letter Lawrence of Arabia
had written, apologizing for creating extra work for
her. It seemed she would have to re-do her Syrian



railroad maps, as he had just blown up several miles of
the Ottoman Empire’s tracks.

Miss Cullen often rode to the hounds with multi-
billionaire J. Paul Getty, but always hunted the foxes
from a western saddle — after all, she was a Texan.
Her home held a fascinating assortment of curious
things from the Southwest: ancient Mexican spurs,
hand woven Indian rugs. and her fine Texas saddle as
well as numerous bits of well worn tackle. The room
didn’t just have atmosphere, it had personality. As
WSFA'’s Secretary, she did her best to record the
daunting babble of smoffery, puns, obscure tangents,
and personal notices which was (and still is!) the main
business of a WSFA meeting.

In the early "60s. WSFA’s annual Mother’s Day
weekend convention, Disclave, often had as few as 40
people attending. But some of those came from distant
New York, Philadelphia. and Pittsburgh. The program
was whatever happened. Someone might bring a
16mm projector and show neat stuff the local library
had available. Perhaps a whole flock would go out
"Great Walling’, that is, descend upon some hapless
Chinese restaurant for dinner. At the 1962 Disclave, |
collaborated with Don Studebaker on a one-shot fan-
zine called The Well-Tempered Dis-Clavier. What it
lacked in quality, it made up for in peculiarity (I do
hope I have the only surviving copy).

At 16, Jack Chalker already could talk like a major
SMOF. His fanzine Mirage was nominated for a Hugo
in 1963. He had been coming down from Baltimore
on Trailways buses to attend the meetings and gradu-
ally recruited others for the semi-monthly trip. In 1963
he founded a science fiction club which actually met in
Baltimore (I was a charter member, but only went up
there for it when I could borrow the car). This group,
BSFS. eventually would sponsor of Balticon, and
collaborate with WSFA to produce two WorldCons.

Sometime after a stint in the Army, Jack started
selling short stories. When his first novel, 4 Jungle of
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Stars came out, he dedicated it to WSFA. Jack also
‘Tuckerized’ most of WSFA in the seventies, includ-
ing them as characters or even places in his later nov-
els. If you want a deeper critical understanding of the
works of Jack Lawrence Chalker, get out the old
WSFA roster. He was twice nominated for the Camp-
bell Award, and has published some very successful
books with his Mirage Press. He has had several series
of popular novels, yet he is still essentially a fan (a
three-propeller grand SMOF). Jack is also a ferryboat
fan. I performed his wedding to Eva Whitley aboard a
small ferry in the middle of the Susquehanna River. 1
suspect that when I finally cross the River Styx, Char-
on will ask me, “Say, how’s Jack doing?”

Don Studebaker’s speech was charged with “elder
gods and elves’. He was sort of a one-man Society for
Creative Anachronism, before there was such a group.
He organized strangeness —for example, he made a
‘Nazgul’ crown for the President of WSFA, and actu-
ally got George Scithers to wear it during a meeting.
Don could have jammed with the Pied Piper of Hamlin
— to great rat applause. When the insensitive dolts at
the local draft board invited him down for a physical, |
helped him skip town.

Don was welcomed in Philadelphia by ‘St. Neo’,
Harriet Kolchak, and lived with her for a couple years
before moving to California and being more-or-less
adopted by Marion Zimmer Bradley. He was living at
her home *Grey Havens’ when the SCA was founded
there. Don married another of Bradley’s adopted
kids’, Diana Paxton, a fantasy writer. Don, or “Jon’ by
then, had a couple stories in Fantasy & Science Fiction
and eventually talked someone into publishing a novel.
He is still in California, busking as Mark Twain. Di-
ana has had a somewhat more successful writing ca-
reer.

Phyllis and Bill Berg always came to WSFA meet-
ings with their tiny daughter. The first time | ever saw
her, she was peeping out between Jack Chalker’s an-
kles. Betty Berg was usually there under the Victorian
sofa, cuddled up with Miss Cullen’s Scottie. There
weren’t a lot of woman in Fandom in those days. but
those who were there made their presence felt. Phyllis
Berg definitely had “had the keys to the tree house.”

Bob Pavlat and George Scithers could actually
entertain us with parliamentary procedure. For exam-
ple, George proposed some action to the club, and
called for the ‘aye’ votes. He thought he had enough.
so he didn’t call for the "nays’. Pavlat objected elabo-
rately, and called for a vote of censure. George
thought about it briefly and agreed. He called for the



‘ayes’ to censure himself, and then didn’t call for the
‘nays’. Scithers eventually won Hugos for his fanzine
Amra and as editor of the Asimov’s prozine, and is
presently editor of Weird Tales. Bob Pavlat married
the belle of Philly fandom, Peggy Rae McKnight (who
chaired the 1998 WorldCon, Bucconeer).

Discon, WSFA’s 1963 WorldCon, was by today’s
standards rather a small affair. I think there may have
been 700 memberships bought, but closer to 400 actu-
ally attended. The exact attendance would be hard to
construe as several very bizarre series were involved so
that everyone could have a low number.

Discon Chairman Scithers decided to have a live
band for the Masquerade, so it was essentially a dance
with a costume parade for anyone who cared to walk
across the stage and explain their costume. My date
and I went in costume. The problem for me was that |
had to hitchhike from East Riverdale to downtown
Washington. D.C., carrying my costume and a pair of
swords for the opening ceremonies duel Don Stude-
baker had arranged between L. Sprague de Camp and
Fritz Leiber. Most folks sped up when they saw me.
My date’s problem was that she was having increasing
difficulty walking, due to her advancing Multiple
Sclerosis, but she made it across the stage while her
friends cheered.

The great SF artist Ed Emshwiller was kind
enough to look at some of my SF art at Discon and let
me in on one of the mysteries of the illustrator’s pro-

fession. After shaking his head and suppressing a
giggle, he said, “Don’t do illustrations in blue ball-
point pen, it doesn’t reproduce well.”

There was another guy from my high school in
WSFA, Tom Haughey. Tom and I worked together on
all sorts of hare-brained things for Discon. Scithers,
noting our need for recognition, wrote that, like Bun
Rabbit in Pogo’s fire brigade, we “carried the hose.”
In 1963, Tom published a fanzine called Mirth and
Irony. 1 did most of the illustrations, including some
for a story by Jack Chalker called “Jungle of Stars,”
the original version of his first novel.

Tom was probably as much of an atheist then as |
thought I was, but after his conversion to Republican,
he became a Mennonite radio preacher down along the
Rio Grande. Fundamentalist Bethany Press published
a few of Tom’s ‘Christian Mystery’ books. One had
the classic ‘locked-room’ scenario, but with a differ-
ence: the murdered victim wasn’t found dead inside
the room. Instead, it was the murderer. The victim
had been ‘raptured’, that is, swooped up into heaven.

Tom’s surprising conversion rather shocked
WSFA, and I suppose my own overnight conversion
from the militant village atheist to Roman Catholic
caused heads to wag (particularly as I came from a
nominally Protestant family). In 1965 I gafiated off to
Canada to study for the priesthood, and would not find
my way back to WSFA until February of 1974, just in
time for Discon Il — and my second fandom. &t
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% This is supposed to be an “Aussiecon” theme issue of Mimosa, but we haven't said much about Australian
fandom yet. The two biggest fan centers in the country are, of course. Melbourne and Sydney. and each has
active fan clubs that date back to the 1950s and '60s. This next article describes some of the more interesting
personalities from that era.

Sleeping Beauty

Australian science fiction fandom in the 1960s
was predominantly male, just as it was elsewhere in
the world. So it was a surprise when Ros Hardy
showed up at the Melbourne Science Fiction Club one
December day. Not only was Ros female, she was
also the girlfriend of Alan South, secretary (from time
to time) of the Futurian Society of Sydney, and rela-
tions between the MSFC and the FSS were somewhat
strained, to put the best light on it.

As it turned out, Ros maintained some association
with sf fandom for another twenty years, attending the
1972 Sydney convention (as I recall) and throwing
room parties (during the day, as an alternative to the
‘programming’) which required those partying to
watch a cricket test match on television since Ros had
a thing about one of the members of the Australian
cricket team (Dennis Lillee). That was, of course,
ANJ (After Nose Job) but one of the main things
which strained and strengthened relations between
Sydney and Melbourne fandoms occurred BNJ, about
ten years before when she and I and John Baxter
(a.k.a. the Leading Film Biographer) went to a party
in Sydney.

I visited Sydney very occasionally in the early
1960s and as well as the fans, one of the people 1 used
occasionally to see was Ron Polson, a friend of Mer-
vyn Barrett’s who was also a jazz singer (and dope
smoker - in 1965 Ron was arrested and tried for
smoking marijuana and as a result lost his most lucra-
tive singing jobs, on national TV variety shows). On
one of these visits Ron invited me out to his house on
Sydney’s north shore, overlooking the harbour, for a
big party to celebrate the visit to Sydney of an Amer-
ican jazz group.

In self-defense, as it were, | invited Ros and John

along with me, and that was going to be fine with
Ron. John and I took a taxi from the city across to
Ros’s place on South Dowling Street, and then across
the Harbour Bridge to Ron’s house in Neutral Bay.
There was no problem finding the house (though I
had been there previously) as the party was already in
full swing. Most of the people there were musicians,
and most of them wanted to play their instruments
most of the time. It got pretty noisy, and escaping out
to the garden was really no relief. Of course, all that
energy used in playing meant that fuel was required,
and a lot of people drank a lot of booze. As well as
that, John Baxter complained to me that he couldn’t
get into the toilet, which was always occupied by
people who seemed to be in there a long time. (It was
one of those occasions when a cast-iron bladder is a
useful thing.) As John and I eventually discovered
when we returned from one of our frequent journeys
outside for air and a slightly lower decibel count. one
of the people drinking a lot of booze was Ros, and not
long after midnight she passed out. It seemed like a
good opportunity to exit the party. But there were
ramifications.

There was no point in trying to ring a taxi from
Ron’s - no chance of anyone hearing what we were
saying - but I ‘remembered’ seeing a telephone box
nearby on the way down, so John agreed that we
should set off on foot, and call from the box when we
reached it. We managed to get Ros sufficiently con-
scious to explain to her what we were doing, and
slung her between us in a fireman’s lift.

So much for human memory! The ‘telephone
box’ proved to be completely illusory - or else we
were walking