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Thic is the fontobulous First Annish of IISTY, ond is printed in glorious two-
color work to celebrcte this momentous occasion, fAs this is the lost page to be
otencilled, I ccn gee thot it's going te run to eighteen noges. That's not helf
bod. A yecr or more ogo, I was hoving trouble finding enough to sty to £ill rmch
more then ten poges in piec type. Now, I'm breezing through eighteen ond twenty
pcges of elite with no trouble ot cll. The quality mey not be high, but the quon-
tity is increccing with practice. Let's hope the other follows ouit soon, And
with a1l this proctice in writing, long school projectc no longer foze me. ‘o
scid nothing useful could come of Fondom?

A mossive wove of Durroughsicnc has just hit the LA newsstonds, in the form of
the first ten Torzan novels, wublished oo o motched set by Bollantine ot 50£ ench.
These cre being displeyed in o spscicl cardboard rack. I supnose the publishers
cre counting on the goudy sight of the ten covers to stun the customer and gell
hin the set ns o whole, before he notices that four of the titles were clready re-
leased by Ace Books just o couple of months ago. A couple of neusstonds hove gone
so for oo to remove their remcining titles of the Ace editions (though the Ace
Terzen titles post the first ten are still there). I will be extrenely interested
in seeing the scles figures on the Bollontine set, to cermpare the scles of those
titles only cveilable in Bollontine editions with those cvaileble in both Ballontine
cnd Ace editions. I would guess thot there cren't thot mony peonle interested in

aving o notched get over saving o dime cpiece on gcome copies, or in duplicating the
four Ace titles ot o cost of {2,00. This is assuning that people cre interected
enough in Tcrzoan to buy the complete collection of poperbacks in the first place,
But vhile I'm rooting for Ace ond VWollheim, I do hope the mctched set proves suc-—
cessful enough for Brllontine to publich the rest of the Torzon titles in the scne
formot. I notice thet these Ballontine Torzan editions corry o notice that Bollon-
tine will soon publish the remcining holf of the Martian Series, including % 4-7,
thot Ace published ct the beginning of the current Burroughs craze. I con only op-
plaud Ion Belleontine for corrying out his promise to publish the entire Jonn Corter
series in the motched formct., I intend buying the four, even though I do clready
hove the Ace editions.

At the Westercon, I saw my first copy of Burroughs! juvenile, The Torzon Tuinse
It's ¢ gmell thing. I wonder if Ballantine will release it in a 50¢€ edition lile
the others?
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Westercon XVI weg the mogst relcxed convention I've yet cttended, In come
woys this woe discppointing, tut moctly it wos very rleccornt. Yor once, I didn't
feel I should be rccing cround like mod to be sure T didn't miss anything. Result:
I toock it ecsy, ond enjoyved mycelf cersidercbly. I thinl everybody else felt the
scme woy; the whole convention cpercted on cn atmesphere of leisure.

The Sixteenth Annmucl West Cecsot Seience Fentogy Conference woi o four-doy
offeir this yecr, ot the Hyctt House motel in Burlingeme, just below Sacn Froncisco.
I drove up there with Bernie Zuber, lMike Hinge, cnd Bruce Pelz, in Bernie's ccr. It
wes o nighttime trip; we left LA cbout 11 Wednesdcy evening cnd crrived ot the notel
o little after 8 c.m. on Thursdey, July 4, the first dey of the convention., Things
were still quiet; hordly onyone was up. Bruce registered for o room, checked it,
and decided thct there was spoce for me on the floor., So I hauled my boggoge up to
roonm 357, dumped it, cnd set out to see whot wos open,

lly first stop, cs usucl, wos the bhuckster room. Here I found the first congre-
gotion of frns., Ben Stork cnd Norm IHeteclf were getting their weres set out, and I
Wood honded me my copy of the Chicon Proceedings - ¢ becutiful little booklet; Advent
cnd Eorl Kemp cre to be congrotulated. After flipping through it to see if my photo
wes in it (it weson't), I turned my cttenticn to Ben's stock. Buying stuff ot Vester-
cons alweys precents me with 2 mild dilemma: I lnow that Ben, who inveriably has the
huckster concession ot Westercons, clwoys reduces his prices by 15 cr 205 on the last
dcy, co I have to consider each item in the light of poying the full price to get it
immedictely vs. wciting for the last day morkdown and risk losing it to someone else.
After checking everything carefully, thoroughly getting in everyone's wcy in the pro-
cess (some of the ctock I weos checking hedn't been unpacked yet), I wolked off with
811 worth of ecrly NEW WORLDS cnd SCIENCE FANTASY. These were cnong the first two
dozen ismsues of each title, ond at only 35¢ ecch for absolutely mint copies, I woen't
risking someone else's buying them before the last dey.

Iy next step was the Art Show room. Agoin, the items were just being set up,
I volunteered to help cssemble the zrt hongings, but soon found thet with 211 the
people clrecdy helping, it wcs o coce of being more ugce by stoying out of the others!
wcy. So I wondered out to the coffee shop for the breckfost I was beginning to need.
After that, it wos ofternoon cnd time for the con to open with the Officizl Introduc-
tion, I didn't stoy for the panel following thot, but strolled out to study the leoy-
out of the motel, and meet the other fong that were beginning to crrive in lorge num-
bers, from up cnd down the Cozst.
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I heve o somevhot motericlistic nature, and generclly tend to judge the guccess
of = con by the volume of mrtericl I bring home from the cuctions, huckster roomg,
end elsewhere. In thot respect, this wos o poor convention; I didn't pick up rmich
ot 211, (Actuelly, I reclize this ic no longer o vclid criterion of judgment even
for myself; the main recson I didn't get much wos thot I've gotten my fill of cuch
things os mediocre prozine ort, monusceripts, faonzines, British pbs, comic ponels,
etc., ot the lost two Westercons cnd Worldcons. But I still tend to think in this
0old wcy.) On the other hand, I found myself tecking o lerger pert in this conven-
tion's socicl life. I chaotted vith more fong, stoyed loter ot the all-night perties,
cnd wos generclly more soclcble then I've been at cny of the other cong I've atten-
ded, I still didn't go cwimming or get into cny poker sessions, but I feel that this
lecves ne with something new to experience ot future conventions. In this newer re-
spect, I did enjoy myself, even though I did occasionally find myself by myself in
the rocring midst of an oll-night porty. Posscibly I wos opercting under o clight
hendicop, being o teetotaler (ot one point, Jack Hrrness drunkenly cssured me thot
I couldn't possibly be o socicl cuccess until I'd put o few drinks under my belt);
but in gpite of everything, I otill feel thot ot this Westercon, I beccme more of &
con fan thon I've yet been.

The mcin progrem fecture of the first doy wes the showing of the uncut 2 1/2-
hour long silent film, "Die Frou im ibnd". This, of course, is one of the two clmost
legendery Germcn sf eples made by I'ritz Lang before the cdvent of sound film; the
other being Mletropolis". Personally, I would have preferred to have geen Mietro-
polic", gince I've never seen it before, ond I did see "Frcu im llond" ot o cpecicl
LASFS showing o« couple of yecrs cgo. But "Frou im lond" i still enjoycble, cnd the
whole cudience hcd o plecsont evening, commenting rother wonderingly ¢t the ports so
like cctucl rocket techniques todcy, ond sarcosticolly ot the stilted dinlopue cond
the "scientific!" ports long outdated — especiclly the scene in which Prof. llenfeldt
goec prospecting for water on the loon with 2 divining rod. Pzul Hecly, who arranged
to get the film for the con, set up a selection of recordcd claossics s bockground
music, matching the mood of ench selection with thet of the action on the sereen;
nice bit of work.

The film ended ot 10, ond the cudience broke up to begin the first of tle vorious
perties. As o loyal LASFS member, I hurried over to Paul Turner's room for the rump
LASTS meeting, this being o Thursdcy night., After cbout 15 minutes, enough LASFS mem-
bers cnd varicus guests had cscembled, after stopping to pick up vorious potcbles, for
new Director Turner to ccll the meeting te order. I was copointed ceting ccting Sec-
retary, the officicl acting Secretory, Dddie Clinton, being still down in the bor.
Another half thour of horsing cround (with o sober note injected by Forry Ackerman's
cnnouncement of the deacth of Frank R. Poul) brought the offieiczl nonsense to adjourn-
ment, and we got down to beginning our owm party right there. I den't reccll cnything
notoble happening there, aond when the party broke up o few hours later, I felt tired
enough to ccll it o night instend of looking for ¢ new one. As Pelz, Inrness, cnd
Johnstone (the 3 Stooges with whom I was shoring o room) were still going strong, this
mecnt thot I got one of our room's two beds for myself, instecd of hoving to use my
sleeping bog on the floor. This was o pleascnt hopnenstonce thot repected itself
throughout the rest of the convention; though I'd come prepared to sleep on the floor
ot 2 cost of U5 or so a night, I invaricbly wound up with one of the beds, cnd the
entire 3-doy stoy only cost me (9. Pelz ond Harness usuclly mancged to porty it up
for o couple of hours more each night than I could; Johnstone didn't sleep ot oll
during the whéle convention cs for as I know, though he prid his share of the room
rent, vhich I oprecicted.

The second doy was much like the first. I spent the morning hours in tha
huckster room reading old pulps, or in the Art Show (where I finzlly met Betty Rujowe),
or just wondering cround. In the ofterroon, I cttended the panel on DO TODAY'S SCIELCT
FICTION IIAGAZINES INTEREST THE FAN? The genercl opinion wos thot they did, ut not
necrly os much og the zines of the early '40's, though on upswing in quolity seems to
be developing,
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The first of the con's four cuctions begon ct 4 pem., ond I wos in the front row
to mcke sure I didn't migs anything., I soon found out thot there wosn't anything in
the entire cuction stock thot reclly interested me. Though I cttended :wost of the
following cuctions anywsy (I like cuctions, even when I don't intend buying enything),
I only picked up two items the entire time., One was a copy of Poul Anderson's Brcin
Ucve in Joponese that I got os o curio for 70€; the other wes the crigincl 31,000-word
monuseript to Williom F. Temple's Battle on Vemug (Ace F-195), for which nobody topped
my opening bid of 50¢4. Though I was rather discppointed that there wasn't more worth-
while mctericl, I wos relieved to find thot I wouldn't have any fincncizl problems
this con. At both the Westercon and Worldeon in '61l, I had to borrow {25 from Bill
Ellern to pick up z11 I wented; I took even less money thon usucl with me to this
Westercon, and still brought £25 of it bock home.

At 5:30 there wus o Winetasgting session which I attended, though I didn't do
more thon nibble the cheese provided. But the main fecture of Friday evening weos the
Coberet llnsquerade. llost of the LA fans had been preporing for this for ronths., I
didn't hove the time to mcke o new costume, being invelved with groducte school, so I
got out the one I wore to the Seccon mesquercde as the Overlord of Coventranicn
Lonkhmer, ond ployed it stroight as Glipkerio, High Qverlord of Lankhmer, the City of
the Black Togr, the setting for most of Fritz Leiber's Gray llouser stories. The cos-
tume consists ncoturclly enough of o block togn, trinmed with gold cloth, ord gilded
sendcls (actuclly zoris). Unfortunctely, as this wes o charocterization from Ferth's
dim past, I couldn't properly wear my glosses with it, sc with my 20/200 vision, the
Meosquerade wos mostly just 2 colorful blur,

The llcsquercde officiclly storted ot 8:30, but when I got there five ninutes
later, only Bruce Pelz was there in costume, though the room wes filled with non-
costumed fons there to enjoy the show, Bruce hod mede himgelf up os a hecvy trooper
from Jack Vance's The Drogon licgters, ond I strolled over to join him zos he cleomped
across the room to come to 2 halt ot Jack Vance's table. Vance was mildly interected
ot first, not recognizing the choracterizotion (he later scid that Goughin's illus-
trotions hadn't entirely motched his own menizl pictures of the chorncters), but when
Bruce told him who he was supposed to be, Vence reclly cat up. The item thot im-
pressed hin the most was Bruce's 10-pound, 4~foot long steel sword, mcde by Dian
Girard's fother., Vance spent severcl minutes moking practice swings with it, and
the conversation turned to motters of sworderaft.

Ed Boker had just arrived from LA thet evening, amd I went over to meet him as
he ond Norm leteclf engnged in cnimcted conversction. T had introduced himself to
Norm, btut llorm wos mcoking Bd guess who he wes. I cheerfully helped him in feeding
hints to Ed. e told Ed thot he and llister X had met before (they had, but Id is
even more cbsent-minded than I am), ond that Mister X was a LASFS member, o Cultist,
o SAPS member, on the FAPA waitlist, on ex-N'APA member, and o very well-known fan
indeed. Then we stood back to let IEd think., LG becomes ecsily confused vhen vou
hit him with too meny facts at once (in English; he's okay in Espercnto), ond I wes
hoping he'd forget our identificction of Norn os o LASFS member ond identify hin os
Gordon Eklund. Instecd, Id apparently forgot thot lMister X was an ex—I'APA member,
because by o process of elimination of the Cultists that he couid remember meeting,
he come to the bewildered conclusion theot Norm could only be Wolter Breen with his
beard shuaved off, We cgreed thot this must be so since he'd eliminated c11 other
possibilities, and left, lecving Bd stonding there thinking furiously. He was ob-
viously suspicious that we were hooxing him, but he couldn't figure out who else
Nornm could be.

I then experienced the same delight that Bruce must have hod when he eonfronted
Jack Vance, os Tritz Leiber osked me if I were supposed to be llark Antony, The Cos-
tume Judging Committee had ecrlier given everyone cords on which to write our "nomes s
I handed Fritz mine, and watched him breck out into o pleased grin. He explained
that he'd mistcken me for Mork Antony becouse Antony is sometimes ployed in o black
toga while delivering his funercl orztion on Cuesar. He confessed thaot beccuse the
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High Overlord hos clweys been cn offstoge cheracter in his stories, he'd never formed
o visuclizcotion of him before. After this, Fritz promised, he'd clwcys think of me
when he visuclized the chorceter. I consider this cbout the highest compliment thot
o masquercder con receive; cnd I felt flottered agein the next doy os Iritz greeted
me with o "Good morning, Glipkerio."

By the time of the judging, there were 25 or more costumes present, including
Id Bcker o5 o mokeshift "ir. Esperanto", and gomebody cog Ferdinand Feghoot! Poul &
Fllie Turner mcde o becutiful team zos Pluto ond Proserpinc, but the best group wes
cn Oz one, with Blcke Moxom os the Wonderful Wizerd, Bfo Trimble cs Queen Oznmc,
Telice Rolfe oo Scrops, the Patchwork Girl, and John Trimble os the Scorecrow., The
prelimincry judging norrowed the field down to eight finclists: Bruce os the heavy
trooper; Bill Roberts as The liunmry; Astrid Andercon os llerry Brondybuck, the hobbit,
when he wes o worrior of Rohan in The Return of the King; Kearen Anderson ns o mili-
toery officer of the Third lintricrchy (decadent stoge?), mentioned in Poul's "Time
Potrol™ series; Blcke oo the Wizcrd; the Turners os Pluto & Proserpina; Bjo cos Ozme
of Oz; ond Bill Hllern cs Lozarus Long, from Heinlein's liethugelch's Children. The
final winners were Bruce, Bjo, Bill Roberts, ond Koren; cll of whom received little
loving cups o5 cwards.,

Severcl people commented that this First Westercon Coboret licsquercde was con-
sidercbly better thon quite o few of the Yoridcon costume bolls, cnd I tend to cgree.
Ecch contestont wos given o chance to parade ceross o well-lighted low stage ot the
front of the room, while the rest of the lights in the room were dimmed., There wos
no crowding; no contestant storted ccross the stoge until the previous one hod gone
down off the other side. Alve Rogers clenrly crnounced the name of ecch contestant,
the character he portroyed, ond the source the charccter wos from,
The members of o group crossed the stoge together or followed
ec.ch other in order; no group wes gplit up (this despite the
foct that there was no cuard for groups!) Generol hopes were
expressed that this would stort o new trend in con costunme
bclls, of doing things right for o change.

Following the ilasquerade, the Flight Lounge wos opened
for the officicl Wectercon cll-night party. Just cbout
everybody wos there, including Willicm lolan ond Charles
Fritsch of the new prozine, GAIII, Nolan seemed plecsed to
get back into Fondom cofter several yecrs, even if just for
the evening. This party aopcrently did last most of the
night, thougk I moved over to = filk-singing group in
futh Bermcon's room about 3 c.me I just don't hove the
stomine of some cther fons; after cnother holf hour I
couldn't keep cwcke, so I drifted back toc my roonm to
sleep comfortcebly, I understond the filk-sing loter
turned into o Gilbert & Sullivan sing; I wish I'd
stoyed to hear that.

Scturdey morning wes spent like the others, mostly
browsing in the huckster room - lletcclf threctened to
charge me o recding fee, The afterncon begon with ¢
I3 lleeting, which consisted mostly of Ed Wood tell-
ing us how we should improve ourselves and Fandon.

I went to the cuction next, and then cttended o
speech by Antony Boucher on professioncl editing
ond reviewing in the sof (: mystery fields, cond
the personzl relctionship between o reviewer and
his recders. ‘'hen asked vhot he thought of the
current policies of F&ST, he replied that he
didn*t know. Since being anpointed to edit the
cnnucl collection of best mystery short storiec,
he's been too busy recding oll the mystery pro-
zines to keep up with The licgezine.
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Scturdoy night brought the Convention Bonquet. I boycotted the cetucl mecl
cince I didn't ccore rmuch for the menu being served, ccpeciclly not ot the liyatt
House's prices, Tortunctely, thic didn't prevent ny hecring the speeches; after
the dinner ended, the Con Committee threw open the doors cnd set up chcoirs for
those who hodn't purchased the mecdl tickets.

The opeeches were just cbout the opnosite of those ct lost yecr's Westercon,
when everyone loved Alve's Fon Guest of Honor cddress, ut couldn't understrond
Venee's Pro Guest of Honor tclk. This time, though Eliror Busby gove o nice chort
tcllk on love, of, & fandom (Buz didn't scy much ot o11, discpnointingly), the big
hit of the Bonquet wos Kris Neville's cddrecs oo Pro Guest of lionor. Ilmer Perdue
sunplied o joculcr note by cheering ond cpplcouding ot every pouse; unfortunctely,
for once Kric wos trying to give o serious speech, Tying it in with whot Elinor
sedd cbout love, he flelt thot the renson seience fiction is of o lower quclity
todcy thon it woe up to the lost deccde is theot the cuthors heve no love for their
plots. Baek in the '30's and '/0's, cuthors hed o genercl lnovwledge of the science
they used in their stcries, cnd hed fun in working out gincere extrcpolctions on
it. Todcy, thece old idecs have been used up, cnd most current cuthors cre not
interested in keeping uwo with the detcils ¢ modern science to write good geience
fiction stories, with the result thot too much modern of doesn't soy cnything, or
shows that the cuthor just tosced it off without recdly coring for it.

Following the Banquet wes the liorcon Vietory Porty, cnother cll-night fling,
gponsored by the llorcon Committee to celebrote its net getting the '64 Yorldcon
(Bruce Pelz served oo bortender). It was cnnounced thot Kris leville would give
one of his fomous sermons, but he never worked himgelf up into the mood; though ct
one noint in the ecrly morning, he went cround shoking hends with everybody in the
roon, congratulating them for the fine gpeech he'd given ot the Banguet. Agein, I
bowed out cbout 4 c.nm. to collopse in bed.

Sundey wos the lost doy of the Westercon. Bernie Zuber wanted te get
sterted bock for LA in the ecrly ofternoon, co we spent whot wes left of the norn-
ing cfter we crose in tying up loose ends cnd pocking, I mede o guick trip through
the huckster room picking up the few items I'd left until the last day, ot 155 off.
Everybody else wrs packing up, too; cs the con drifted to pieces cround the fincl
items on the progrom. I finished getting my gecr together in time to hear Tritz's
upwerd-&~onwerd gpeech cbout sf., Bernie come up to me during the lust five mimutes
to tell nme thut he wos ready to go. The rest of us weren't, quite, but by the next
hour we were storted homeverd.

The trip bock didn't tole necrly oo long oo we'd thought it might. The mos-
sive cmount of homegoing vocotion troaffic Bernie was ofraid of running into foiled
to matericlize., Since last yecr, Colifornic hos completed severcl new links of
freeury, which keeps the traffic moving freely ond elininctes the cnnoyonce of the
omcll town on the highwey, where you hove to slow down to 25 m.p.h. ond weit ot
stop lights. There cre o few of these left where the freeucy systems hoven't yet
joined together, but in cnother few yecrs, except for gos cnd mecl stops, fono
will be cble to zip nonstop from Los Angeles to Scn Froncisco ot o stendy 65 m.p.h.
on & concrete, 3-lcne, no-toll throughucy.

The principal incident on our homewcrd trip wos the stop for dinner ot the
iidgsion Inn in Son Luis Obispo. I hope to be cble to write o long report on thot
edifice some dcoy, complete with photogrophs; without photes, you woa't believe it.
Bernie described the décor cs "early Snow Vhite"; we holf expected to find Dicney's
7 Ducrfs cs the weiters, ond Dopey must've been the crchitect who designed the
building. All wood cond norble and red velvet and bross and cut gless cond chintz;
fontostic! ...Anyhow, we got bock to LA cbout 12:30 a.m., and that wes the end of
Hectercon XVI. Comnenting on the relaxed ncture of the con, Bruce said, Mlow that
I've hed o good rest, I'm ready for ¢ recl convention!"™ I hope to see you ct the
DisCon, too!
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Doncld P. Simpson R.A. 19722950, Co, B, ZUSASIG LI DET., APQ. 460 Moy 13

Thonks for liisty i%. DNot being in SAPS, I enjoyed it mainly for your trip re-
port, which was fun - I wish I'd been clong, The last time we were ot Cclico it wo.s
still cuthentic-looking, in spite of the Crazy House, which had just gone up, but it
sounds dismel now. Do they still hove the resident rockhound in the Masscy office™?
He was turning out all kinds of fontcstic things with an ultrasonic drill ot thot
time, ££{Yech, he's still there.}} And we stopped ot "The Poofy Womon''s ploce on
the way home. All kinds of memories. Somedcy, mcybe, I'1l get back to L.A. - I've
got 18 months to go in the army.

Did I ever tell you cbout that ilio on page 9? It wos one of o set of story
illos that I did about 6 yecrs ago for ¢ fonzine back eacst., After o couple of yecrs
they ccme bock unused. I wrote to him asking for the story-writer's aoddress, so I
could send the illos there. No cnswer. A couple of yecrs after thot another Eostern
fon wrote, csking for illos. I sent him three cut stencils, including the lorgest of
the set of illos. In the past two yecrs or so, I've written to him twice cbout the
illos. No answer. I scw his nome recently in o fonzine review, so he doesn't seem
to have gone gofin, like the first one. It's nice to see one published ot last, {L1
bought this on-stencil from Hennifen when he moved to LA. He scys Jim Lanctot sten-
cilled it for him. I've no idec how he got it in the first place.}d

The robot'!s nome is AUgie, 2 mining robot moade by Terran Automatic Usuform Ro-
bots (TAUR). He is one of = set of specinlized robots exploring on alien planet,
AUntie llaim, the defense robot, is cnother (AU is in 21l the ncmes.) The robots!
group mind has been tcken over by o notive life form - silicon crystels -, so when
one of the human crew tries to chonge AUgie's dote-~tcopes, he gets fried. The story
wes well written, with o wheels-within-vwheels plot (for one thing, thaot crewman wos
changing the topes to stecl o velucble minercl depesit for himself., Only ot the end
do we find out who did which villicny and why.) I wonder if it wos ever published.
£{I've never seen it cnyplace. If you can remember the suthor's nome and cddress,
let me know. I'd like to see it myself.)3

¢%1,000,000# for 32 Dr. Seuss books ig fontestic. Volue (cosh value) is in the
checkbook of the buyer: when somebody pays the million, then I'1l believe it.

P.S.: my ocddress in full is: ’

Privote First Class Donald Poul Simpson
Regulcr Army Service lMumber 19722950
Company B, Eighth United Stcotes Army's

Signcl Corps Long Lines Battalion , Detachment of
In core of [ Comp Corroll
Hecdquarters Company, VHF Site]
United States Army Storage Focility {Camp Corroll)
Army Post Office #460 [Weegwon, Korez]
via San Froncisco, Colifornic
United States of America,

What could be more simple? I don't move - the nome of the place gets changed,
The importent thing is M"APO 460", o building cbout 80 feet from our barracks.

Either zddress is good, "Storage Focility" is best,

WE'RE  ALWAYS  GLAD TO
HEAR - FROM YOU.,

Horry Werner, Jr. 423 Summit Avenue Hogerstown, liorylend Moy 15

(SRS

I don't know if you're still interested in my renctions to your older publico~
tions, but you might like to know thot they stick in my memory quite well. I hadn't
looked ot them since recding them immedictely upon their arrivel at the FYd F4Y)4
convclescent home where I finished my knitting., But just a glaonce ot the pages




brought bock the memories quite clecrly. There were the resurrected thoughts of dis-
gust thet I felt towerd you. You cren't to blame for this disgust, understond. It
derived from the feoet that you hoed the ability to convey so fully your delight in
Bill Doncho's hosting ond LASFS parties ond similar activities, while I was in o con-
dition that kept me confined to one room cnd part of one hall, with so much snow
cround me that visitors were scarce cnd the only other persons in the building were
senile noncgenericns and moronic nurses. ... The copy of The Child, the Artist and
the Book wos clso grectly cpprecicted. I imcgine thet under other circumstances I'd
have glonced through it ond put it cside into that pile of eternclly neglected things
that you promise yourself you'll recd ct the first opportunity. But I hcod more spore
time on my hands those few weeks than I'd possessed for the past ten yecrs and I read
every word of it, I wish T could cgree with Donncree licelonn, but I suspect thot
she's taking the child's side from con adult viewpoint, If you turred most children
loose in o store where the finest in unstereotyped children's books were displayed
clongside Little Golden Books and the kind of children's bocks you find in dime
stores, I suspect thet the kids would greb for the checp, mass production stuff.

Kids think in stereotypes and love the fomiliar., Just think how many of their gcomes
cre based on repetition of key phrases cond how they love to hecr the scme stories
over ond over at bedtime, complaining if the odult chonges the wording o little.

The April Iiistily llecndering couses me to envy you for cnother recson, Anyone
whose only cecqueaintonce with bots comes from weolching them flop through the outdoors
cir is lucky. Cne mancages to get into the house somehow cbout once 2 yecr cnd then
there is os twmltuous ond extensive o fight between man and becst cs if it were o
production of & vampire dreme. They den't look smcll when they're flopping ciound o
room, either,

The commerciclization of real western ghost towns has its pearcllel around here.
Sonetimes the trouble is o sort of inversion of vheot hoppened to Colico. The restor-
ers of historic sites in the Lost do such o thorough job thot the places look more
glossily new ond fostidiously nect thon they possibly could hove been in recl life:
Willicmsburg, Vea., for instonce, which hos been restored to 18th century cppearcnce
in mony blocks, complete with residentc wvho wecr perty dress of the period for tou-
rists. Or the necrby Antietom Notional Bottlefield Site, where there is so much
acrecge devoted to becutifully manicured gressy plots that you con't imagine the
things thot reclly occurred there. I think thot one of the few places in the crec
vhich hoven't been swoiled by restorction work is Harpers Terry, W. Va., where there
is still o grotifying cmount of dinginess ond oldness in the bleocks thot the National
Park Service is looking out for., I'd urgently cdvise any fons from for cucy who plean
to attend the DisCon to mcke o side trin there, if they have aony time to spore ond

cve cony interest in scenery, geology, or history. It's not for out of the voy from
Woshington,

Bedd Bopges 270 South Bonnie broe los Angeles 57. Colifornio Moy 27

listily liecndering #. One nice thing is that your fonzines no longer resemble
Shaggy too closely. The formot wes rather undistinguished, I'm afraid, but ot lecst
it was painstckingly nect ond workmenlike. I wish you'd skipped o line between poro-
grephs in the trip tele, Artwork seemed cdequeate, but cgein undistinguished. I 4id
not care for Cowthorn's cover, and I'm still puzzling over what in hell thet bhlack
cmczon is doing with her cutlass (or whotever) behind her left colf 1lilke thot., It
looks dcongerous, Thot wecpon may literclly be o cut-lass, if the less isn't cautious.
{{5evaral loerd fang have commented on this, wondering if she's sliced off her left
foot, or if the illo is incomwlete, or what. That was the entire, complete illo, ond
you'll have to ask Jim whether her foot was cut off or just not drown.d

"The Bots Yere Very Smcll" is o mixture of very bed and very good things. The
very bad thing is that it is mch too generclized ond vogue rmost of the time: "The
Colicos are becutiful mountoins, They contoin many different kinds of rocks ond
ores...." That's pretty unpromising, lilke a textbook description. But then you con-
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tribute one of the very good things: o hosty glimpse of the colors crected by ?hose
rocks and ores, and o recson for calling the mountoins Calico, I feel thot this ce-
count should haove been shortened considercbly, to remove the generclizotions ond
vogueness ond the synopsis for the most part ("The evening was spent in plecsant
conversction.... "), and more effort ought to have been expended on moking the direct
glimpses of things more vivid and immedicte. £LT know my trip reports tend to be
more rambling dicries thon polished crticles. Thanks for the good criticism; T'1l
keep it in mind when I write my next trip report.};

The Blob's fanzine reviews were very good. I like Lichiman's reviews beccuse
he hos positive reactions.

Moiling Comments® (cha, an originel titlel!): Well, maybe sf once had some
Mgiants" -- Kinnison, Carter, ond those people —— but it seems to me thot sf in re-
cent yeors has had as mainy "insecure, aimless neurotic" protagonists as "modern 1i-
terature, " with the cdded drewback thot sf is less well written. ££T cgree, ond I
think this chonge is one of the principal ccuses of the decline of the Golden Age
of sf. I suppose this started cround 1946, when Campbell went on his atomic doom &
destruction kick, with everyone oppressed by the impending ctomic annihileation
(I think Roymond F. Jones' "Pete Can Fix It" is o good example of this), Soon ofter
that, sf switched from o technological to o sociclogicel ond psychologicel kick, ond
such things as Robert Sheckley's "Cost of Living" became common, This hasn't been
&1l bed, of course., (uite o few of the ctomic doom & destruction stories were quite
memorable, In his "Wicgens Interplaneterics®™ series, de Camp wrote some very adven-
tursome ond crmsing stories, using some of the most neurotic heroes sf has ever seen;
but then these neuroses were thrown in for comic relief, rcother than to point out
Something Significont., Asimov's The Coves of Steel is as good as anything that come
out during the Golden Age, despite its basis of « planetful of cgorophobes. And most
of Alfred Bester's works do center cround the neuroses of their principcl charccters;
Ben Reich and Gully Foyle in particuler. The recson thov these stories come closer
to the "gicntism" of the pre-1945 works theon the bulk of todey's sf, though, is thet
while the protogonists moy be neurotic, they ore not cimless, FEoch protogonist has
o gocl, recl or imcgined, ond he cttempts to reclize it in some dynemic way. Compeore
this to the protagonist of most nodern sf, who is pushed, pulled, cond dragged to the
conclusion of the work, never quite knowing whot's going on. Thot's why, though I
like Pohl & Xornbluth's The Spoce lierchonts, I'd never call Mitch Courtency one of
sf's gionts. As to sf being less well written these doys, there's always been o lot
of badly-written sf. 1In the '30's and early '/0's, though, the emphasis was on the
science (or pseudoscience) cnd oction; and even if the writing was bad, the plot
often moved clong fost enough to corry you with it, lNow that the ermphasis is on the
psychology of the protagonist &/or the setting, there's less overcll cction; and if
the story is badly written, it shows more. Also, more detcil is given to characteri-
zation todey, and few writers can give their heroces such o thorough ond believable
personality cs, scy, Heinlein did with Lorenzo, the actor in Double Star. -

liott Weinstock's column on the term "86" certainly doesn't sound very convincing,
The Dictionary of lodaern Slang claims cll uses of the term "36" crme becouse the term
rimes with "ix". This sounds o little more probcble then the explenctions advonced
by Weinstock znd his correspondents, but I suspect that the term reclly had no eso-
teric meaning at first —- it was just an arbitrory term. 310" could have done as
well, “Yhat brought on this discussion of the term? £{I don't remenber. Ask Jzne
Ellern.}} F. Touner Laney once wrote an article colled Movecraft is 86" for Skyhook,

"A slan sheck type nlace"? Such establishments must hove their drowbacks, par-
ticularly to the people who live in them, but I om surprised that more isn't being
done (mcybe I om unaware of the efforts) to find the LASTS & new clubroom such as it
once hod. Aside from the wonderful fact that it is rent free, the Silverlcke ploy-
ground is certoinly inodequote. {{Everyone's in fovor of o new slan shock in LA,
exceplt that nobody wents to live in cne himself, The fon doing the most to find one
?ight now is Owen Hannifen, who, as John Trimble sogely notes, hasn't had the exper-
1en3§;of living in one yet, himself, ‘ould you like to join Owen in establishing
one?
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I hope Toskey got more out of this then
1 did,

PLONK ;A  After reading this, I hardly
feel quelified to welcome you

bock into SAPS, How are you doing zogoinst

l the Air Force with your power of o troin-

ed godzille? %! I'd scy thot meiling
! » comments ccn be harder theon writing

A\ crticles, if you're just doing m,c.'s
becouse they're expected and you
reclly hove nothing to soy, and if
you dg hcve something to say in your

article, ticles cre ct lecst usuclly moere
worthwhile then m,c.'s., AF But if you go back
to 500-pcge SAPS meilings, I'll never succeed
in writing complete mziling cormments.

YEZIDEZ ;3  Theonks for including the license
sticker with your crticle., It
nckes = nice little extrz; not thoat your arti-
cle needs it., It stands up fine on its own,
i It must be possible to arrange beforehond to
get certcin letter combinctions on the plctes.
My mother works at Grect Western Savings & Loan,
and got "GHS" plates thrcugh them, They crron-
ged to get the 1,000 "GWS" plates for their em-—
ployeses., ## John Trimble is considercbly cm-
sed by Al Lewis' plates: GAK 315. "It's the
sort of thing you'd expect o teacher to say
jyﬂ\ vhen he finds out he's 15 minutes late in dis-
missing his class." i/ As one who has had an
cdvance look ot the illustrotions for Shalar's
mythology, I hope your "Anncls ..." cre continued
for mony issues (though don't let them grow into another "Brothers of the Spear").

POOR RICHARD'S ALMANAC 45 Talk about hero-worship! I've met Stanbery on four or
five occasions, but I'm afraid I don't remember him s
ruch os I remember Paulus Edwordum Rex of Coventry. The first time wos ot the 1960
LASTS Helloween Party thet Sid Colemon hosted ot his dorm at CalTech. It was 2 mas-
querade party, and Paul wes in his Coventronion costume. I remember talking with
hin for « while, but I don't remember what weos said os much aos I remember wondering

whether his Ronzcld Colmcn-like accent wos recl or on aoffectation for the oceasion.
It wesn't until he relopsed te his normcl specking voice that I wes sure that the
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cultured British tones were not gemuine. Even though I wcs sure thot no nctive Pasa-
denz boy (I'd hecrd o little about him from Ted Johnstore) could have such o Britigh
cccent, I was kept wondering as Paul led a conversation for over holf an hour, by its
perfection. I cssumed thot Poul must be the £ort of pevson that, when he tckes on o
role, he lives it tc corpletion (Stanislavekiiim?); and vhat I've hecrd about Poul
since tends to bear this out., The secondé Linmc I ne’ hin was after a LASTS thectre
party, when cbout 20 fons wens ceross tiie strcet to a restourcnt for o snack before
brecking up. Coventronicnism was just beginning to sprecd among LA Fondom ot thet
time, ond Bruce ond Ted were tellinz ne how Coventr: wos composed of different crecs
from many sf stories. As aon old Grey llouser ron, I osked them if Lankhmor wes one of
these borrowed countries and, if it was, 1T I could beccme its High Overlord. They
referred me to Poul, sected ot the next table, and he gove his okey; which is how I
got into Coventry (though I never did much ovcz I vas in, beccuse I soon discovered
thot Coventranion Lonkhmer wasn't much 17%e L-iber's Lenkhmar), The third time I
met Poul was ot the Coventronian gat-together ot the Ton Hillten (toword the height
of the Guerdian controversy), when he wos agein in full Coventranion regolia. The
last time wos when I wos with Bruce ond Ted in Pasadenz, ond we dreopped in on Poul

at his home for o few mimutes, where I sow him in hic "notursl hobitat" - sected on
the floor of his incredibly disorderly room, with his hi-fi (?) on to provide a
background to our conversation, I don't believe I've met him since then, though I
mcy have seen him once or twice on minor occasions, These brief meetings weren't
enough to get to reclly know him, though I did get the cura cbout him of ever-present
activity., /7 I'm afrcid I find "The Last Might of Doubt® unrecdable., I've tried
getting into it on three occasions now, and I can't get post the first few noges,

I don't know whether this is my foult or the v y's, but it's too avant-gorde for

my tcstes,

SPACEW/RP #76 I'm glad you could moncge to sty in SAFS, Art., 4F But there cre

Itelian sf prozines., They sell ccpies ¢f it ot o newsstend here in
LA (the one on llollywood Blvd. and Cohuengn). I ROILANZI DI URNIA is ite title, ond
it reprints US sf novels by such cuthors as Heinlein, Roymond Jones, and Charles Irie
lleine (okeay, so he's British). As such it moy be more like the old GALAXY IIOVELS
than o prozine, but it is an Italian stfzine, Alco, I reccll seeing some ads on IXSF
for an Ttclian edition of theirs. 5 And thorlie fov 2 rice trip report.

FARRAGO 2  TFrom whot little lettering there ic on the cover, you »rinted this bzcl~
wards! How on Eorth did you maonage that? 5 I see you're like I am in
not liking to pcy for something not in hond. That's why I've never subscribed to any
of the prozines, though I collect ond read thom 2ll. I'd rother pick out ench indi-
viduel issue at the newsstonds, moking sure that I got one in good condition, even
though I lose the subscriber's discount this woy. A# Iy newest grotch with the 75£
Loncer Books is with their Mlow in new, durable librery binding" ads. Big decl; so
who cares? Ibt the libraries. I suppose thot since they've switched from printing
the stfnal rorities, almost unaveiloble (such as Vonce's The Dying Earth) that they
originally mcde such a big thing of in their ads, to such items as Asimov's The End
of Eternity (cvailable in o Doubledsy Book Club edition and an old, but still aveil-
able Signet pb edition), they need a new justification for their 75¢ price tag.
i#.¢ Frenkly, I'd prefer the old IUAGINATION to the new IF. /4 Agh! Don't you dare
get llarness or iHlannifen started in SAPS on Scientology! We LA fen hecr enough about
it from them es it is, 7/ I'm glad you included a coloplon at the ‘end of your m.c.'s,
but how zbout putting the title on your cover next time, too? ;&¥ Ged, when I ordered
my copy of The Immortal Storm from Burge (one of the rore times I did send roney for
sonething without having it in hend first, beccuse th=re uas no other way to get it),
it only cost me %5.00. That was only in 1960 or ecrly '6l, too. Galloping infleotion,
indeed.

POT POURRI #27 Teir story, but I'm not much interested in fan mystery fiction.

POT POURRI /28 Enjoyed more than #27, bub with no more comment hooks. Try to get
somne nciling cormments in soon, okay?
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QUTSIDERS ;51 I'm glad to hecr the Kujawcs cre intending to get to the Vestercon.

Betty was one of the fong I didn't get cround to meeting ot the Chi-
con, and I'd like to remedy this as she wcs o foithful letterhack to SAL, FF Well,
I'm sure Lichtmon con think of something more fannish to do to postmeilings than
froyning on them, but let's restrict that to the Cult, shall we? 4% Hope you can
get to the Westercon, too, though since you either will or won't be before you recd
this, there's not muich sense in my putting the sentiment here. If you didn't mcke
it, too bad; we missed you., If you did maoke it, I'll have scid my "howdy" in person
by now. (If this sounds confusing, it's beccuse it's being on-stencilled June 23,
two weeks before the con.) #} All towns are suburbs of Los Angeles. 74 Is hclf an
Eney as good os half an octopus? (Thot's an even better question.)

SAPTERRANEAN ; Tchaikovsky didn't like the "1812 Overture®"? I've been told that

he didn't like "The Mutcraocker", either., thich of his works, if
ony, did he like? 4 Ylalter Trygve Nelson as o 4-yecr-old Scientologist? Nononono
...but wait! Come to think of it, I sct next to him at the II3T meeting at the 1961
Westercon, and from that encounter I yould scy that a mentel similerity to Horness
& Hannifen exists. Poor Ray...

DIE WIS /8 Nice cover. Remember Tennyson? "And he that once wes lzing hed on =
crovn Of diomonds, one in front, and four aoside. And Arthur ccme, aond
laboring up the pass All in o misty moonshine, uncwores Hed trodden that crown'd
skeleton, and the skull Brcke from the none, end from the sikull the crovn Roll'd
into light, and turning on its rims Fled like o glittering rivulet to the torn:
And down the shingly scaur he plunged, cnd cought, And set it on his head, cnd in
his heart Hecrd murrmrs, "Lo, thou likewise shalt be king." ;AF "The First Tecrs of
Winter" finishes on 2 logical cnd well-written note, and I enjoyed it more than any
other bit of fan fiction I've recd recently (with the exception of Dian's "Annals of
Shclar"). But you have one habit which cnnoys me considerzbly. I count eight refer-
ences to historiccl conditions '"back on" Iarth, used cs comparisons to the action and
conditions in this Coventranicn story., Loglcally, this is ¢ll right; as long os men
fight wers, there will be similorities in their actions cnd conditions everywhere,
But emotionclly, by pointing out thot the actions ond mentcl stotes of Rikard ond
his men zre similar to those thot have clrecdy exdsted back on Earth, you are brand-
ing your charccters os copy-cats and pleoy-cctors. e olready know that since your
story hos o setting analogous to one in Zerth's past, similerities are bound to arise;
there's no neced to hammer the point home with references to licrine acticn in Kores,
the reasons for the decline of the armor-wecring knight, or Ceptain Aheb., If you'd
divorced your story completely from Earth, it would've been much better,

WATLING STRELT ;A6 I'm not any too hoppy with the large amount of gasoline it taokes
to keep the Chevvy I drive going, but as long os I have free use
of this cer (which is my parents'), I'm not sbout to tcke on the extra expense of
buying one that uses less gas myself. Tor the past six weeks, there's been o gas war
going on ot the stetions around Slauson and Overhill (on my route to UCLA), and I've
been toking this opnortunity to keep my tank full of the high-octane (under vhatever
nomes the different stotions eall it) while I con get it for 29€ = gollon, instecd
of the usual 35¢. i4* "dhen will you be worthy of your fourteen Coventranizns?! Jot
that down for your next cover, Welter Breen! 57 I never have cny trouble with my pb
bindings brecking; most of 'em look as though they'd never been opened, though I've
recd 'em 2ll, But then I take special care when I recd them not to let anything hap-
pen to 'em. Steve Schultheis and I; we're both finicky beyond belief,

THE GASEQUS VIERTEBRATE i#3 A couple of years cgo, my father jury-rigged our old con-
sole radio-reccrd plcoyer inte o hi-fi set. He built two
more speakers and put them in two of the corners of our living room, hooked in the
speckers from the radio and the tv set in the other two corners, and would sit in the
middlie of the room deluged in sound from the records he'd play. (lle 1liked Tchaikov-
sky's "1812 COverture", but he had to tie o pencil to the needle arm every time he
played it to weigh the needle down. Otherwise, vhen the cannons went off, the needle
jumped out of the groove.) (This is true, by the way.) After o wvhile, we got o tape
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recorder, and he gave up buying records to record vhatever he wos interested in fronm
the readio.

CHASTITY BELT I've read Liother Night, but I didn't consider it cll that gosbwowed

grect. Come to think of it, it was mostly Vonnegut's_di fawning cco~
lyte, Horlen Ellison, who was heaping 2il the laurels on it Fandgm didn't say_too
mich about it other then what you've szid here. Vonnegut never did have cnything
published in ASTOU!DIHG, did he?

IGIIATZ 33 The Dean of our Librory School just got back from o sabbaticol inNEurope,
ond he says they're widening the roads in Itcly to makg regular U?-type

highways out of them (he was teolking of the erec around Ilorence, at lenst). He

didn't have much to say cbout the traffic itself, though., 7 Clever bocover ccrtoon.

PLEASURE UIIITS #, I'm hoping that the success on the pb stands of the various

Burroughs series (iars, Pellucider, etec.) will impel some pb
publisher to nut out zn edition of the Lensmen series. I wes glad thot Fyramid put
the two Harold Sheaz novels out os o ratched set (I consider The Holl of Serments cl-
most unrecdoble, and don't miss it ot 211), and I wes diseppointed thot Asimov's
"oundation™ series wosn't published similearly. %* A11 of = sudden I reclize thet
you've got very good and even reoroduction this issue. OCongratulationsi 7/ Yes, I
did enjoy Americc Igllen!, ond I intend recding Beyond Thirty wvhenever I hzpnen to
pick up o copy. I recd cnother novel quite similer to Gmericg I'gllenl cbout o month
ago; I don't recall the author or the excet title offhond, but it was something lile
The Cregt Pgeific lgr: 1931-1933., 'Iritten in 1925, it tells of 2on American-Jaoponese
war, but with Americe winning this one. 1I'm pretty sure I recd o review of this one
in some fanzine severcl yeors ago, but I don't reccll where. I discovered this cony
on ny own in the UCLA stacks, though., If you like Americc Follen!, you should enjoy
this one, too. .4 I hzd o collection of Classics Comics commlete up to ;120-odd be-
fore I got rid of them., I remember being surprised when I leanrned that the Classics
version wesn't clwoys exactly true to the work it was condensed from; some of the
gorier Grect Litercture was toned down for us little kiddies, and I still got night-
rcres from the Classics edition of de linupassent's "The Flayed Hand", with Allen
Sinon's illustrations. In one ccse though, the Classics version is truer to the
original then the "stondord" edition. This is in regerd to Dunas' The Count of
:onte Cristo, which is condensed, of course, but it's condensed from the cormlete
text. The only full version I've ever secen (Philadelphia: Porter & Coctes edition;
undated, but published cirea-1390, from its binding & format) runs to 941 pages of
type so smcll it hurts your eyes to recd it. The more modern editions in rost of
the Los Angeles libreries don't run rmch over 350 pages of large, ecsy-to-rend tyme.
The modern version isn't just condensed, whole episodes hzove been lonned out (I've
read then both for comparison), But 21l the importont episodes, thogh condensed,
are in the Classics edition, The UCLA Library has o foir-sized collection of the
ecrlier Classics Comics.

Oli, BLOODY HELL! /6 You don't get my cony of STUPZTYIG STCRIZS with the Arrean
nythos back; I'm definitely hanging on to it! And I'd like
to see some Akrean fiction, besides,

THE DIIKY BIRD ;6 I agree that illustretions in children's books, cxcept for those

for the youngest cge levels, must be subordinate to the text.
Thot's why I wish Willicm P&ne du Bois would go back to writing novels such as The
Twenty-One Bailoons and Peter Groves, even if the illustrations in them cren't as
coloriul zs those in the more juvenile "Otto" series he's writing now, Though, act-
ually, he's using two different techniques. The art for the "Otto" books consists
basically of simple line drowings, brilliantly colored in. The art for his books for
older children, though only black & white (with various shades of greys), is ruch
nore intricately detailed. Anyhow, I prefer the text of such works as Peter Groves
to any of his illustrations, even though I am crazy about his ertworl. 2! I remer—
ber the changes of character in Wilkie Collins' The ilgonstone: I'11l have to try
lurder in Pagstiche.
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FLABBERGASTING ;26  "hat is the awesome circumstance thi drives Toskey to snoke?%

He's fumigating his tongue fungus. 5/ How could anyone go 7
miles deep into the ocean? The lost I heard, the deepest spot only went down six
miles., llave they discovered o new one? Ted? ;AF Though I don't know that much
about Burroughs, I would guess that if Jungle Tales of Tarzan (/merican title) was
intended to be the second in the series, it was a retroactive decision, Tarzan weas
followed directly by The Return of Tarzan in 1913, I don't know vhen the individual
short stories in Jungle Toles of Torzaon first apnecred, or if they ever apneared
outside of this collection, but the bock itself was first publisghed in 1919,

UIFLHELI ;3 1 guess that if anyone has o solid excuse for doing mince, you do.
Thanks for even this one-pager, under the circumstonces. I hope thot
Roy comes along okay.

THE SEVEN LEYES OF NINGAUBLE If you're working on the schcol paper, do you think
you could get some regulcr printing into your next
issue of 7 I's? [5f-500? As o notive Southern Celifornian, I cringe just to think

of it, It hasn't gone much below £40° here ot zny time in the last 6 or 7 yeors
that I econ recall, 7 As o squecnish individusl, just recding about your oper tion
nckes me giddy., And why does the cot on the back cover have throe hind legs?

"

CCLLECTOR ;33  Uhat happened to your foncy roinbow covers? ,%f The robbery report

is interesting, but I don't find any comment hooks. 4% I'1l leave
the order for the 2nd Doy Inde standing; I'd rother hove the book than the money
back, 1 hear rumors, though, that if Doy doesn't have the Index out by the Vester-
con, Advent: Publishers is going to toke matters into its own hands. 4# I'1l agree
that $3 is o good price for mint early WEIRDs, I'm just sorry that I couldn't afford
any that high up.
GASEOUS VERTEBRATE AINEX  Is 1.5 spacing with elite type rmch different from single
spacing with nica type? A pose 1o plen gets full credit.

RESIN 43  Your history of buccaneers in the Pocific is
interesting, but too brief, It's clso annoy- HE\/:

ing in its use of names without first estoblishing who @0](5
you're referring to. Iven if Ringrose is identified JRE
your footnotes later on, the statement "Ringrose scys, - ,
throws the reader into momentary confusion vhen first ND y
encountered, becouse it sounds as though o ghould al- EIS_S
ready know whe Ringrose is. 5 GQ}MG
To po
YOLO /4 Congratulations on a fine first issue! I pre- /Wo‘m{f

dict you'll soon become a Guiding Light of NAVA, KO.DD/}

}DAITIGLESS PILLAR POLL RESULTS: 1963  22nd place isn't NTABTCA(L)’
so good, but at

least o large crount of the votes were in the "Best Fan- Ag HELL O
zine" category. That's heartening, Possibly I shall do CART
cormlete m.c,'s some dey, and pick up some nore vetes in t/\}\'

the "Comments" category next time. Congretulaotions, ”'\r'v-, Q

Bruce. % Sorry I didn't get around to voting in your
poll, Norm, but my back moilings are stored away, ond it
didn't seem worth the trouble to get them out to check
specific references.

PSILO ;#7 I liked the illos in Tom Bombadil, *hough not

as Tom Bombedil illos, if you know wial I neon,
#F Have you seen the dust jacket from the British edition
of Sylva? I'll try to get UCLA's copy to show you, &
Your "In & Out of Fendom" is excellent. Has E1 Boker
seen it yet?
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MOTE: That 1925 book cbout an Americon-~Jcoponese wer is The Grect Pocific Mar;
A Higtory of the Americon-Joponese Campoign of 1931-1933, by Hector C. Bywoter. On
recollection, I think the review of it was in de Camp's Hondbook of Science Fiction,
and not in cny fonzine,

ARI[ISTEAD'S POLYCHROMATIC PETS #3 LA's o good city for bookstores with lots of bor-

gons, The best of them is the Pickwick Bookshop
on Hollywood Blvd., which is 3 stories tcll. Pickwick gets 211 the new hardeover =of
books, including the Arkhom House titles, Pickwick clso clwoys has o lorge stock of
rencindered books, and you con often pick up some good sf in mint condition ot bor-
gein prices, They just cdded some Gnome Press titles at 994 each last week, inclu-
ding They'd Rother Be Right, by Clifton & Riley; The Doyming Light, by "Robert Ron-
dz11", ond 3 or 4 others, lbot whot you'd ccll recl classics (despite one's winning
o "Hugo"), but checper than you con get them through Pick-A-Book, even; cnd with 15
copies of ecch title, you can pick out one in top condition for yourself, cnd rot
have to worry cbout ending up with o domcged copy, which often heppens when you or-
der by mail, I visit Pickwick every other week to mcke sure I don't miss anything,
iHF Sure, I've seen the Trix commercicl., It's on The Bullwinkle Show, which is just
cbout the only program I still watch regularly (in color yet, including the Trix
commersh), I'm rooting for the Rcbbit., Come on out to LA some doy, ond we'!'ll show
you the statues of Bullwinkle ond Rocky out on Sunset Strip.

RETRO ;28 Hecr, hecr! lb mandctory coct & tie ot con banquets. It to mention the

discomfort of weuring them, there's the bother of crowding them into your
clrecdy-jampacked . luggage ond corrying them crcund with you, just for one evening's
use. st So for, I haven't hcod time to read any of the books you recormend, hut thenks
cnywey. I will vhenever I get « chonce; ofter A Tglent for Loving, I respect your
recding judment, 4F "Mothing But Gingerbrecd Left!" waos in the Jan, '43 iscue of ASF.
It wos reprinted in the Bolleontine collection of Kuttner's work, Bypass in Otherness.
UTGARD ;4  For romantic interest so inane ond tenuous that its very eristence moy be

only in my imcginction, try two of Andre llorton's books: The Defiant
Acentsy cnd Key Out of Time. I will give Burroughs credit for pulling one of the
nost cudacious tricks I've ever seen; in The licd King, he monoges to defect Austro-
Hungery to end VWorld Wer I about two days ofter it starts, to save his romontic in-
terest. Anybody know of o wilder frome then this? 5F According to THE CRIDLEY VAVE
i, Burroughs, Inc. has given Conavercl Fress the rights to EIB's unnublisihed momi-
scripts, cnd Conavercl will publish o new Pellueidar book, Scvoge Pellucidar. This
will consist of four stories, three of vhich originclly cppenred in Polmer's AIAZIING
STORILS, ond one which was never published anywhere. So we mey find out vhat hop-
pened to von Horst after cll., 4 Thanks for putting this into the moiling. OIPA's
loss is SAPS' gein, 47 Huntville in '667?

STUIPIIG ;% I like the cover, and will be lcoking forwerd to more artwork by Chuck
1

Howerite. 5 I like both dogs cond caots, but the Trimbles! kittens
sound like much less trouble thon your puppy.

¢POR QUE? /17 Vhat is this? SAPS' answer to the ACE DoubleBook? 4% Your bosgs
suggested you strike for higher pey? You hove o nice bogs!

HOBGOBLIN /10  Glad you could ncke it, lbw thet you've become o Dirty Iro ond =11,

cnd since you only moke every other meiling anywey, we con never be
sure whether you're still interested in SAPS or not until the Avril and October
mcilings come out, ond we con see whether there's an issue of 0B in them., And os
HOB is one of the top SAPSzines (I think), I'm clweys o little anxious on this point,
i Okcy, no more of Loyout Error 37X, After the woy it turned out in DRY 1IARTOOLT ;2
in FAPA, I'm pretty disgusted with myself, too. #/ Oh, we hcd oll sorts of lovely
certoons cnd slogons to use against "'64 Frisco or Fight!" In foct, my preference
would have been not to drop the LA bid until we'd gotten the chconce to use nore of
them. "Fifty nillion Scn Fronciscans cgree — "!'FRISCO"™ IS A DIRTY WORDIM
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i Thet's right, Ted, they were pluying Bill Doncho's jazz collection, Or, at lecst
they were playing jczz records over Bill's record plcyer; I assuned the records were
Bill's, too. (ilcybe they brought the records with them; or, since Terry Burns wcs
stoying there at the time, maybe they were his.) I rcmember thot o lorge port of
the conversction was on vhoever it wos theot tought Louis Armstrong to ploy jozz.

it I dug Alligctor myself, There cre some poerts that could be token os slipghtly
fonnish, such as lliss Le Gelion, who Alligotor pcoints purple before mcking love to,

1EST ;A3 I just got o little billet-doux from the Draft Boord myself. Il induction
notice, just o cuestionncire so that the Bozard wrill "heove current informe-
tion upon vhich to base your selective service clossificotion." Up until the end of
this lley, I hoad o 2-S classificcotion, which is o deferrment for students, good for o
year ond renevoble as long ¢s you're in school, This iloy was the lcst semester of
regular schooling for me, and though I hove te go to surmer school to the end of
July to get my llester's, the loccl Bocrd wouldn't give me cnother deferrment - they
scid it wes highly unlikely I'd get cclled up in the two months between the expire-
tion of my deferrment cnd the end of surner school. Anyhou, my status hos presumably
reverted to 1-A, and ol'! Droft Board's keenin' an eye on me, I'11 have to check and
see if you can step inte o commigsion with ¢ ilaster's in Librory Service, Don't be
surprised if my fancc is drzsticolly interrupted in the near future, though,

ASTOUIDIIG STCRIES OF SUPIR SCINNICE  Du linrier's short story, "The Birds!, gove no

explonation either os to yhy the birds begon
attocking monkind, other than o hazy guess that they were finclly peoying licn back
for thouscnds of yecrs of being hunted.

SPELZOBH! ;719 I don't believe I've ever seen o Bfo drowing like this before. It
locks more like some of Dian's work, I think, I like it, though I
thinik she has done better., I prefer Dian's begover. A I hardly ever read mysteries
cny nore. Of the few authors I do try to keep up with, though, llenning Coles, Rex
Stout, ond Leslie Chorteris mcke up the bulk of the group. There is one other that
I'd advise you to try: Andrev Gorve. Gorve doesn't have cny centrol choracter to
1link the books together; no two are connected, so you con start recding anyplaoce.
They cre 2ll excellent, cnd ecch one is cimost entirely unlike the others (there's
about 15 so for), Gerve (o pen nome; I forget his recl ncme offhond) is o British
cuthor; his works have that quiet, meticulous, competent zir that marks good British
cuthorship, I think 211 his works cre cvoilcoble in Americon editions, and there cre
pb reprints of some of them, too. Bfo is o John Dickson Carr faon, cnd I recd 2 cou-
ple of old JDC pbs she borrowed from Stun tbolston recently, but I didn't like them
cny better now than vhen I'd tried recding JDC cbout 6 or 7 yecrs zcgo. By and lorge,
I'11 stick to sf. 4/ I still mointcin thoat The liogicicn's Nenhew should be rend
sixth, and not first in the series. ;4f Hoorcy for cnother grect instoilment of
licdeleine's report. This ought to be worked into ."The Vorks of WAW" somehow; pos-
sibly clong with Welt's renort of this trip vhen it comes out cs o volume of TUolAY,

~AGO ;1  'hile some books force continuous recding, and others can be partly read,

lzid down, ©nd come oock to, there are others that coannot even be storted.
I don't mean boring or incomprehensible, excctly; I've forced myself to finish mony
o. book that I was bored with, and of course there gre books I've found incomprehen-
sible. But occasionally I'll come across something that I con understond (or thot
think I can understond), tut which I simply cannot get into. I'11 stert it, recd
ncybe 5 peges into it, find I've forgotten what the first 3 pages were cbout, cond
clmost instinctively put it down and wellk owey. This seldom hoppens (I don't think
I've ever had thet trouble with an sf book), but there have been o few occosions,
Hove you ever experienced this?

e ——

SOl OF SAPROLLER /29  Herness, I love your nattering humor, and I wish you'd do

sonething nore than mince, AF Did you ever see the Inglish
conedy, "Passport to Pimlico", cbout the Londoners who discover their eity block is
legally o part of the Duchy of Bergundy? Recommended; ask Ted zbout it,

THE ZED /803 Enjoyed very rmch. Is this supposed to be the scme setting thet
Prott used in The Well of the Unicorn, or am I confused by o similority
of Seandincvian-sounding ncomes?

-



