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Jssue Numbern Two Howember, 1975
ACKNOULELGENENTS

Typists and Stencil cutlens eesveeeos.s Susan (lanke (cided

| ocawawna/dg by Ku/LJL Smih)
AL flandcutting wecesssssans vpiomane o s . Swsan’ (Lanke
(cled/u)A/thLa/[A sasesesResecanss 0RO /VU?/(-KW
Thenmostencids veeessosasesssasssnssns . fnlc B. Lindscy

Duplicating and edd (Zuufy [IORR veesess Ron & Suscn f/a/z/ze
ART (REDITS

aid Banton it e . page thintyone
heal Binkhead vevevessosassee eaan wie ages Awentyone ﬂuzufg;‘.om
4 B ity ot
Susan (LarRe ovrsens e T cess pages fu.neteen and fourniyone
Aﬂio f,[e/L.}lo 'EEEEEEE N NN E RN BN TR R EEREE BN N Patge O&MP—VP
eeVeA nnnnnnnnnn sasssassnn e e {{OVQJL/
.S/;-ayz{(jle /)CC & ooooooooo esssPar o ane . gcalze tm
Paul PoweRs oeeeeesssnes e AR s TR page seven
Uiilliom Rotsder eeeveoscsans - T Sl oven. and pages thnee and
fave Rowe «ieveesssasrsssnnns .........page,fuwziyabw

Thanks #o fandi Radgimon fon the loan of hen Adler Script Face Typen
PRIE: BT Aus. per Lssue on 4 fon ¢3.50
his fangine is avc cilable :ﬁo marnbe/w of ﬂle SBFF (un.ci we expect a donation

f/wm themwith #he /LCC.P oi o fan zine can ngt come out on
nothing Aelected u.giul ub.acup,twm (Zhe cheapest way).
!ﬂ p.awue, we won'# .’zrwn’z 6acfe fm.ix.cloj, nR, codumns, docs, e,ic.
lndess thene is an imrpoved nresponse in some WAy on rw) ene

won't be anoithen issee. Please note that en dssues mb& not b
coming out ar negulanly as past Lssues. { the club wishes £o /Lep,(,ace me
because éf this 9 will tny and unauwtand but will be a/,wappouz,ted

Thene will be foun issues per each Au.b/.tczu_puon ~ don't fean that at
Least. I will make my co ents. Howeven, these will depend on wheither

on noi my docton will allow me Zo do any Like il ‘on a while.

Yestenday she threctened Zo put nu_ m /wapdm’_ fon 2 z‘fm whole of this
onegran cn,dqfufuﬂv.aiunp ind heclth ofmy baby and the one
get in the womb come forsit. J do /Lope eve/u;ona will undens? and
2}0&,&/) that if they /z.@(.eaAe me {rom hevingto get it done on .tune, then
o will be 3 Aot betten fon m; Zhan Wg about cfjfdMeA e,ic;..

this can one as AOme,é/wtg can Lake Zime at ing -
instead 0 the hassle its tunning out o bmy et 4

Well theople, loo?e u,btm younselves and, w/uie soon, It

9 ecan'tasnwen /Jz‘jccu.o} that J will eventually. AL 2hose
visitons that wnite Zo me a){iefc /’umu.econ, plecuw_ be pa,z‘,uw,t I event-

uadly get arvurdo answering your J.etziuw._
/ endbeess
(whene's that damn conflu gone qa,ut-”” ﬂﬁé&f@:" FOR DUFF JEEVES FOR TAFE)
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Fon the lack of anything better atthe moment, we shall call Zhis section,

FOITORTIAL : 142 Decenben, 1975.
Well, here J am again with amwihen {funepacked Lssue of Forenunner = .

this makes whole numben thirty eight, which mears 9 have editted, dets

oo .. F*mutten® *mumble* ... filfeen Lssues in ihnee yearns, as well as
other (larkezines. On of these daye J 'm going Zo dmprove and. people wi

say - that ginl deserves o Ditmar - lucky Stocks, he's goi one gracig

his Lineplace = look people, J'LL even buidd a fineplace eoevs

How mundane can one ged?

Onto mone impordant Thiz 0be.. this issue, J an actually going %o
nealk o my friends™ as tne Ui oliche goes, I'm actually going to write
something mone than jusit hello and goodbye, and if J canks ink of what
J an going to wiiie J would get off Zhis Inivid... 1

Folow i a Rotslen cantoor’ [cnygone got his addness????) that appdy
desenibes the situation fon me in FugusZ o.. Aussiecon just past us by.
[ ittle thing about moola and all. Now, before Loigh fdmonds beals me
over the head (gou should have sav d, womar. - what, Leigh, J am just a
housewife tuying o rake ends meet with my shninkic howsehodd moneys . .)

J must point ond that ourn house cost mone than a Thous doddans an
n]itile" extras whilst it was beir built - didtle things Like, ir thein
?’ ) = PRI T 9 . I . Iy J (1(:[[’ ]

uote | amﬁpcmrew all builders nip gou off Like this) o that Zhe
% ichs would be 480 @ Zhousand = now when we went Zo pick out these
bricks we You.’ ithat no brick dould be got fon that paic. = in tactthe

cheapest from Zhe Stake Brichk llonks was 5125 a thousanc plus contage -
s0, thene wes a w.’gﬁppi.ng gneat bill Of course we caght ihen out on some
of ihein. hoaxes (Like saying that an engineen hod #o inspect Zhe piens
acconding %o council ruling = we nang e councid who wene incessed with

the idea of the builden sayi g such a

Zhing - that costthem 300 Fnom own bill)
But thene wene othen luxunies

Like plumbing

v
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and {ittings and such - Litile details that make oines howe a home.
So, it was, we didn'# mate Aussiccon, - x
s doesn't mean #hat we wene in any ways Aeft out, So

much happened thnoughthe mosth of. Augusi that 1t Ls hard fon me Zo
put & into some soni of onden i~ my mind. The new fricnds and the
old we met, It was awfully full, ~ ,

J 2hink it all began with the production of Forerunnen Juarierdy
which, nurning %o tue form, looked as though it was goig Zo be date
again. Let's see, flandi Radziwon 73)/w dove Zo contrnibute Zo ged zines,
Mt actually afford 2o buy Zhem = s0 if you'd Like Zo send a sample
co% and note %o that alfect, J'm sune you'll be pleased with the
work the young lady ecan Zuwn cut - hen addness s 1 (Jest Avewe
Cammenay,” W = and yes, gentlemen she iy young, veny pretiy and quite
vnattatehed)cane up that eekend,
 *Small pause hene whilst J wipe off the dog {ood from my deugh-
Zens face, and ood%, etce.. needless to Jay, the dog seans quite dis-
gusted at alltiis.’ - . ,

nap where was I? Ah yes, aryway, we wonRed frantically all weeR-
end (You nememben how dong thet issue wases. J had hali of it already
done and codlated - but hadn’z ié;ped the second ‘Lal){_} and menaged Lo gel
it all nun off at leait and wene tnying Zo get L collated in Zime.
Fric Lindaay hep on appeaning from out of the woodwonR with muttenings
Like "ou'lT oven mabe it...” but he did loa~ us his sitaplen which
saved Zhe day since mine would neven have coped with 104 pp. But he
didn'# collate anything! Admittedly, J #hink he was collating one at
home himself. le Zold Aimto call around Z,Jéﬂ){lve in the monning and get
ws up on his dowr. o pick up Shayne go 2o the ainpont. fe did.
Durning that night, goodness knows what managed o Reep me up and at if.

J can’ rememben’ being in something Like a 5,om1u'_e— (ke sdupoun, sitepping
oven spraled bodies. My hwsbard J managed to geZ into bed {he nee
the sdeep), but J left Nan?: whene she ?Lud passed out spraled in one

of the lounge chains with her legs right across my collating 4rack.,
J just stepped over them, And s0, all night J justwent round, and
nound. and round and nound. ... ‘

9 even watched the sun come up and fric appean in the widening
godd of the monning in his Little whatsit can = witn no petrod cap and
othen assonied accessonies. He informed me it was aiter six and
6051 was he late and wow, did I actually get it cofL\’:a,éed'. Yes, sex J
and loaded him up with fifty on s0 copies to take Zo ydney fon me and
some Zotake 1o Aussiccon in the boot of Shay:2's can (where, I dght
add, z‘/teyjcema,meéj . Then § stinned oun sleeping beautics and we

e oun oun way 0,{’{7' 2o the ainpont aften a su~table hind of break-
Last, lle were Late (I huven't been to flascot since J jlew gon Zre
Linst aid dlast time - J was £l ve = and since J was ofjict
ravigo  n = we got Lost) and I was wornied that we had nissed every-
one. In fact, it was beautifully timed so0 that we goi %o ourn group
of Foundationens just as the Linst of the Zour come Zhrough Zhe
Trustoms. Cnly necognised Michael Glicksohn, but J was recogiised. flow?
7 am now corvinced 9 must dook Like a plain odd Sue (lanke’ = J don'Z
know whethen # be amused on insulted.
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Tn anarticle#*I speculated on the subject of Chinese Commun-
ist science fiction whether any was being writiten and what 1t
was like., I still down't knew about this, but bhave now had the
odd »riviledge oi reading a Chinese Comuunistic comic., It is
"The People's Comic Book", translated by Endymion Wilkinson
and with an introduction by Gino Hebiolo. 1t doesn't contain
any S material, but as omne of the pleasures if Si* is specul-
ation about other societies it wmight be legitimate to review
it here,

Unlike most western goverunments, the Chincse government
a@tively supports and encourages the sale and distribution
of comics, vhich are eyeun lent., to travellers on trains, The
. 1.0 .-r%%x. .
govern.aent support is/dué To thtir propaganda value, but becau-
sc comics are an aid in te struggle against illiteracy.

1

-

Chinesc writing congists of thousands of charactcrs cvolved
from pictures =~-- unlikec our phonetic alphabet of only 28 letters
It is thereforc more difficult to becoae iluently literato in
Chinesc than in the usce of Western script. As communist China
is still a fairly w»oor country by Western standards and therc is
o great drive to cducate the popu ation, a phonctic western-type
script is now being adopted. Thias is where tue comics arc usz=ful.

Chinesc comics arc writtem like "Prince Valiont" -- no spcech
balloons (or v. vy few), but a comzent on the actien is wirittcn
beiow cach pictur ¢, on both the old, traditional charactcrs

A simplc vocabulaxr: ds us2¢d so that +t ¢ words will be casily
comprehended by the "workers and pcasants®, ~ospite this, there
is not impression that the comics arce aimed at morois or suall
children; the story lincs arc foirly logical, the idcas, though
simple c¢nough, arc at least doveloped throoch the actions and
words of *hc charact.rs, and a fow complex words ("Cliss consc-
icusncss" gecems to be o favourite) arce frecuently uscd.

The illustrati-ns are guite attractive, thougb.rather bland.

(5)
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e style is rather dotatclied, quict ond understated -- chinract-
crs didntt often gstrike herois puscs, cte.,visuolly, The back-
ground arc drawn with muchh detail and tl.e artists scen to de-
light in depicting plant life; this soens to by a convention of
2ll Chincse art, po watter what t:e pelitical view of "the artist.

hoere is surprisingly 1itel. *isucl violcuce in the comic g5 ==
when it occurs, it isc understated, Occasionally tlhere is o scence
showing blood srisshiing ocut wheir o villan getce spearcd by an
indignant poasant, but thcere arce no closc-ups and By Wewstern
standonrds it is quite touc,

Of crurse, all comico hove o meral, which ic, Comumunists arc
the Good Guys, and bMao is Wonderful., Actually, shwmge dicc it reaw
1ly croato muaci: of o barricer tc tiic West rn rcaders' onjoyumcnt,
although I was ratiier amusced and taltenm back to see the Britich
Qcplctod as lcering, nmoustache-twirling villons doluging the
innocent Chincesce with cepiunm ond Torever rusli g off into the vil-
lages to rape worienm and steal oxeﬁ (or 2o it the other wa arcund?)

However, if anything, the »proaga: da sceng t@ be leocs overt
than would be cxpected. In two of thie stories Moo docs ot cven
.ot o mention. However, those twae conmdics (Red Women's Detotclmiont®
and "Hot on the Trail') were apparcently takcen off sc o
"following the Party Ling" and tiie former was ro
few semtences quating Mao's "little Red Book', cte,

ten with o

The first story (the one with the villanous moustachic-twirle

ing "SBritich plrauos") i3 » histerical tale sct i the Nine-
teenth century: it desceribes the breze peasants riging in

rc¢ocllion against the British and the corrupt C.incese goveriae-
mont of the tince, Tuc pecasants, aruved only with "knives, cpceoars
hoes and axes" defcat their well armed cnemies (of course), but
arce finolly foeled by dishonest "landlords and literati" who
urged them to disperse.

Ti:e wecond, "Red ¥Women's Doetocihuzent® begingc: "It wos 1930 == =
he darkest pprlou in Chiiesc Hictory®, A crucl insdlord ill-treate
¢ pecasants: o wistrcecated slove zirxl, tired of being whipped
and throwan in the dungecn, runs awvay to "join tho ied Army to
el R el o, A HRET el @R aii e 5 15@5 e R | e icxr vilce

ct
Q

persccutor, but not before the crucl villanc hwave foully donie to
deatl: a kind, brave, handsouse Comumunist offigcer, the heroincs

beloved.,

Thie next story, "Bravery on tie Deep Bluce Seogs", concerns a
rather unllkely picce of, gaxoviscn -~ tle valiant Commmnists
il peagonts' fighing boafs sink o Tiawautcsce varship. The story
docs show, however, how the Comumujicts wonr the suppert -f the
lacal pecople == peasants, fisheraen, cte, Alse, it bas a
rather amusing scene -- while out on the beat, tic hero (a

(6)



Communist officer, what else?) gets seasick and tries to cure
himself by meditating on "class consciousness"; but ‘the old -
fisherman thinks salted vegetables much more effective in guch
circumstances ., %
' . . are . :

Some the details of domestic life/seer in the next story.
Tt concerns the guarelling, .eparation and reconciliation of
Li Shuangshuang, a hard-working, inteclligent conscientous
Communist woman and her more easy~-going, lackadaisical husband,
who is also so.ething of a "male chauvinist pig". Some of the
details of the organisation of comm.nes, c¢tc are also shown,

After this comes "Hot on the Trail", the detective story .¢
later taken off sale for not containing cnough propaganda.
Another thing which apparcntly annoyed thie Establishment was
that tue heros of the tale, who foil the plans of foreign
(naturally) villans and sabotuers are professional detecives,
not loyal but average rarty members, and most of tic villens
arc depicted as weak confusecd people rather than as outrigant
fichds-~ a show of unfavourcd tolcrancc,

"Letter from the Sonth", based on a Vietnamcse comic, proc-—
ceds with gusto and theroe arc plenty of scemncs of the cnraged
massces beating up dastardly Westerners and their "ruaning dogs"
At one stage a cultured, snceri g and sinister American vilian
trics to bribe the valiant and loyal heroinc, but che vitt-
uously resists his depraved schomes ond he ghoots licr, Fort-
unately, the wound is not fatal and she survives to chnfhat
the praises of "Unclc fHo" at the cnd of tice tale,

The last comic "Lei iteng" is illustrated by photagraphs
(probably stills froio a film) rother than drawings, It is tho
-nly strip that gives large slobs of Mao worchip, but thig is
to be csmpected, as it
describes the life of a
laoist saint, Lei Feng
a purc-hcarted and loyal
comrade, is inspired by
his constant study of
Mao'!'s wise words, and
gocs around helping
pcople anonymously,
specinlly children and
the aged, giving large
sums of money to help
the noedy cven thouga
he can't cven afford o
pair of socks, and gen-
crally shows himself as
an inspiration and cxample
T was not surpriscd whoen
he dicd in the cnd of the
story as nec wag just too
good for this world,



outrig.au

So ends a bool which shows, although in a glamourized form,
how the other half lives and the priciples they are expected to
live by,

Diane Southgate,

* ** **

ﬁtin i nz.j’:oqz?de you, S/LR/L:/{/([; Linkhead and r;» quite surprised %o ,{/_n..“
0 ou changed. iour min come. Jn fact J'mv 40 we
ﬁaveytune & visit, Wish we had. fe e g

hrew that Jan Finden was goiing o siay with s, 0 J sought him
out and was Au/zp/z,wai with his" veny smooth Line (Feelings of g gne at
adequacy indeed, sinl). O[Jw_au/j,&; czr'au,uz.ul duning his stay in J
2hose condinatals are neally o Aom % (Keep #he Line, jan, s aooaﬂ)

J was beine bombanded w Aupp«me everyone was Lize zf}

and {:acezj am{ had. o by, and mc.ic,’t L/wonxz,(,u,c.uj i b1
Pon 7 .60n = gc.ﬂ /‘you e Eadl v pz.ciwzed youas being.
So. that's whai Len ’”a.rme,u. iaor’e;n .&Jae - J prefer lede You get

»tJILa L):lieao *®

Thene wes a bus neady Zo take the visitons Zo the acco'noda,te.orw
Ron and I voluntcened oun seavices as escont to anyone who would ,G.J e
a nide - past the dovels {actonics and tenements - a.ui wene i,a
S f/nu',c uxw duz u.ac.o’. 2o undm 12 inches of snow. . Sow? s Levm.
saowed kg .9 Live in the mountains and s haven 't seen
snow! 74 J‘eo’,fﬁ, )ﬂug was Ahowuzg it best that day - wintern .and a
beaut 24 a’emee/.l celoius (we had a .th ally mild winter).

flow, the Highgate [4is ot /u_o that place is neally At)m::‘.tf,U.u%

else. Plastic .«Eowen. in'a cu‘ of_' .L,t e u can undenstand what
mean., g - and cinfusing arwx_ve...' onfusion .acemrf io reigin
pq)p e n)z‘. nooms mLx up -&L C " wumA m.u.,

mixed up. Robin Cohnson { ok /,qung A.a/e/ in ol con{_m'on) M/Le/z.acf
(e;énlc aiud gre ondens that you ‘,ydneu cople sit sELLL undil
in. Scemed a Ao of wonR, to /0/1. just one n,&g,/zi ;,u,t J
ose .ffl.._.u ’La.f t0 mahe Aun2 i/’_abc nuﬂn'f gj /O/Ji e _)udn_cu Az,duu
Gaip ;wwul mq.’wzg, mac/va bout ornly uanks would build a p(‘uxn hotel
in a ned-Liohi acnoss e noad was a cz,-n,mot sinip-jodnk,
on o.ig side a port A p ar.af on the othen continental movics ‘that
newfe.cl intenion ,ij*.,u dar and W’ut because it dooked Like o cavenn.
Given a sienn wcm.ung about not aczf./mo Qu.eAJ.‘A ,[.o/u‘r, we F/U.Q/L(%L mana-
gcd 2o gel up a party Zo walks about the ride the city cincle,
rmci ¢o io a iupi.’cal subunban (')eadu ﬂan,lg - a{Je/L a *uvu.e nide.
oneat tneat o me. G hadn'% been Zo the [ity fon years. And
Jiﬁcy ea e 2o Raow aouuf higs What is ,t/wi ~moruinent? | Then was
i}u/ﬁ cy".wchl 6u,uh‘_? Yhat fuf §. tree Lo 2hin? ennn? 7} J was son
#he anound me  had ,L,o,uéow‘,a me insitead of my Au,obrmd
w/w ) a Jnowfzf)oea Le penson axd @1 ententaining one = @ miteh t'ch‘,z‘;Lﬂ
quide. Zﬂi ourse, .ﬁﬂﬂrtgj‘u).ﬂf this J c/wz‘,t_;LwUu informed Zhem as Zo what
not Zo ? on'% go. 2o liclbourne - Sudney s much ndcen, dort dainf 2hat
Uarna Riven wash. celled Fostens, don' carny fauit across Zhe Victorian
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Lyn-Lyeena cowered behind the nearest radio=-phonic garden
bloclk, watching, waiting for those wao followed, Che was Trig=
l:tened,

head, across btue resexve perhaps, she could finc a lee to

hide ine, Clutching to t e plain gold cross about her neecic, she
ran to tThe trecs, Ard ran 0,

She ran Lcavily, wighed down by cuild ar ylo} crcu:bered by ©Tnc
vines and hushes, Lt pleascd her peoplc to be remin'od of what
was primitive and how they had risonr above it. Yet, as sk
moved beoncath the boughs of she tranguil upon hor p11not, her
1imbs toru o°y their therns, she began to wonder of it's truth,

& The yelling of tho mob cchocd in her cars, They woere her

pcople yet she was not onc off them, They Beat savagely againg
her door, thirsting for onc ithing - dcath, Death to the strange,
the unknown, thc alien,

s had beon the women rirst when Aakon had left, &
turncd peaccefully to the momer it that she t”oug 1t of Tim and hier
body glowed as shwe romenivored the now. The essence of 1if
which had passed between thoem in cmbrace, :ie o
wore awvove thwe animal, their love was oIz an CXY T
gpiritual deptii, EHe had courted and wom her in a day and How
shiec would be his for all time

And thzat was when it Degpn,

They could not undersiana
man and womani o cond, not a legal CfPtrﬂcu. To
Lyn-Lyeena had sinned ona she was
ovil Ceccause it was unknown and they gould ¥ r'm.or:; tond
or nor,

And now, che could not understand thom,

. L]
Ouicide, about her, the sound of her friends stalking heor
triggered o acuto gearing fecar, She was mortally alraifd of
wiat vhey migit do to Her, but more importantly, of what thoy

might do to her child,




Siic kwrew now of only one lope for they Lot.,

Siie ran towards it, knowing thwat hoxr time Had come in many
waycs Sie prayed, & Ty =

Suddanly, tie woods stopped gd abruptly aeg@i.cy :adbegan
and siic wag currcunded dy tihg sweet odsurs of oxotic plants,
swaviing to Tiltored music of t}n.radié-pbo:ic. And bencatiy her
was an evon cut of gross ti:at would never grow or die, Shce lived
in o paradise of luxury created by man, Even the mysteries of
naturg, uc had fathomed yet e still eould not accent, the wisicws

vt CUMC,

f'rom boyond t.oe gqudat: of man-mode peace, cl.e could Lear thion
coming .again, But siic could zmot run any furt cr, Witl. deliberaote

stops, cioc wollkied tl.rougl: thic sterilized ponce and enterad,

Here she would wait for lror tine and for the deoceration of
all cho i:eld deardy

by Susan Claric
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ALIEN MINES:

by Jchn J. Alderson
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THE LOUSY JAX

Wwhy such 2 harmless and engaging bird such as the Jay
should incite such hatred and disgust in humans, is beyond €.
Yet I vividly remember one Mar, otherwise apparently quite normal,
exclaiming vehemently, "Jays, T hate them," Nor could he tell me
why, cexcept that they were "jousy".

The bird to which I vefer is variously xnown as the White-
Winged Chough, Jackdaws, Black Magpies, Black Jays, Apostle Birds
and Mutton Birds,They are also called The Bushman's Chooks, and at
least by Alec Chisholm (the ornithologist, and 2 Locally Born Man)
as Chats, His words nicck at those Chatst" still puzzles me. He
had been talking to me and had broken off at the sight of a covern
of these birds gliding pasts I still don't know whether he was
surprised, delighted or disgusted, I bhave net heard the term othe~
rwise used and it does not occur in Cayley!'s nghat Bird Is That?"
Finally I did mention that they were aescribed by Vieillot and
designated, Corcorax melanorhamphus {(which is dog=CGreeck and means
black=billed crow OF raven).

They—received the name Apostle Birds due to their-habit of
living in small flocks of =z dozen or thirteen, tnough often in the
non-breeding portion of the year several flocks may forage together
in open ground, I suspect that this is for matual protection, inalely
from the magpie who is very Jjealous of his possession of this opox
count@y. Generally, the jays occupy the opei bush and spend most

of their -time fossicking on the ground for insects and- thelr larvae,
though they <O eat a little in the way of fruit too, I have secn
them eat accassional berries of the bridal creepel. The. interesting
thing about their Tecding is, firstly, their continual "smali-

talk" amongst themselves, and secondly, their co—operaticn,. Their
means of communications is highly developed, and at a call from

one, enough of the others will come. For example, if o piece of
bark is too heavy for one bird to turn it over, ~t its call enough
birds will come to be sufficient to turn it over. Similiaryly too,

a nunber of birds will co-operate in excavating the series of
galleries where certain insects heve left their larvac, and area
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of up to several square yards. The equipment used for this is their
bill, which is slende¥ and curved, and used in somewhat the same
fashion as a man uses a miner's pick to break up a surface rather
than the heavy blows used for sinking, Whilst bunting thus their
cries ccnsist of a sort of soft whistling squark,. On being suprised
by an intruder the alarm is given in a series of harsh squarks
vibrant with danger, At such times the flock flutter into the lowe
er branches of the trees and give forth to peculiar pipin_ of
consicderable melancitoly. This virtually denc kes an "all clear

here" type of inTormation. 1 have used these two different cries

to discover where fledglings are hidden, wWhen walking away from

the youngsters the pipin notes are given, but upon turning to=-
wards them the harsh "alarm!" notes are promptly uttered, and

with s simple picce of triangulation I have walked straight to

the youngster, who under these circumstances retains his silence,
VWhen feeding peacefully the youngsters give a continual short
niark" to tell the flock they are safec.

" The jay is an observant bird and learns quickly. I once saw a
mob on the ro,d in a compact mob, heving found some desirable
food, Came a motorist, who, apparently, got some sort of thrill
in driving through the mob, leaving scveral dead., The jays of
course flew too late but when the car had passed, returned, But
never again were they caught by a car, They flew off the road in
good time, The local mob !miow that I will not harm them and allow
me to walk throughthem whilst they are feeding, a priveledge I
doubt they would extend to cthers, Last season, they brought their
fledglings down to cat in the safety of my garden, and allowed me,
it cppacoent _uncincoId, have o tall with the youngsters. These
roungsters, incidently, have their oddest huge red eyc. This red
eye loses its prominence as they become adult which is apparently
very quickly.

Communial in all things, they have a coumunial nes ., This is
built on a horizontal branch, sometimes in a fork of, if possible,
the largest or highest tree in their territory. Usually the mest
is about nhalf way to tke top, but this is dependent on the tree
and branches being available, At first glancc it appears to be
of rud, but actually it is true "Egyptian brick", that is, comp=
osed of mud and grass, and is lined wiyh grass or hair or wool,
ctc, But the jar also uses cow and emu dung instead of and as
well as mud, and Harry Frauca wBirds from the Seas, Scrubs and
Swamps ot Australia") suggests that the couch may not be able to
distinguish between mud and dung., However cow-dung is an excelle
ent builfing material and a nixture of sand, cow=dung and mud
~akes an excellent plaster which finished the interior of many 2
pionecer home. Usually only two ~ birds will lay eggs and
three yomngsters is the most I have ever seen at a hatching,
though there is often- two hatchings and they arc said to lay five



to nine cggs. L & s0b of twelve there vould be six hens of whiom
two would be imuaature and with two hens using tho nest at once
and two hatchings, each hen c.ulc Brued oncl. yeor, Howevel, this
is unlikely. It is fairly obvious that in most species only &
few birds breed per vear, Moreover T an certain that jays keep
their population down unless sufiicient food is available to form
another coven, This happened here iast ceason., With t1:e wettest
year o1 record and my oo planting extending the bush a little,
he Jjays have multipied and foraed LwOo COVEeIlS. They had two
hatchings and reared Ifive or six youngsters, Lowever, their
extention of feoding ground nas not gone uncontested,

This last seasClily theyv nested several chain from my house
and close bto where 1 walk continually. So I was able ©o observe
closely their habits. 15 colder wcather, two birds sit on the
eggs (several by the way, if not all help build thenest), but
in hotter eather one Hird sits, and in Very 1ot waether, they
sit on the ranch above nr beside. Perched above the nest and a
1ittle way from it was & third bird which I took as a sentIV.
About a chain away fouy pirds industriously dug in the dirt
and used the dust to clean +heir feabthers. They take some dust
in their bills and placc it amongst thelr fenthers., These are
cuards, 1 discovered thie becauce a young CroW, disturbed as 1
walked past, plundercd up into the trec, and WoOXoe than that,
perched on the 1isb near the nest. The jay on sentry duty promn-
ptly hit the crow writh a thump and nocked it to the ground,
(I have been hit mysclf like this and know that jays pack a
wallop foxr 1%s size, It does not use its claws oX bealk, )s BY
this time, alerted bdY the alarm, the covenr launched thelr attacite
They got the young crow on tihe ground and gave nim a good drubbiag
and when released, he struggled away in a very battered con-
dition, Drawn by the cries of the crow, the parent crow calze
flying and hovered over the battle on the ground, not daring to
hlep, Amusingly, 2 pals of wag=-tails westing the sane tree (and
a fraction the size of the crow) swooped to the attack and drove
‘he crow awayi

Whilst studying ancther coven of © Jays (which den't know
e very well) I learmed somiething of thedr tactics., Sitting down
in the centre whexre they did not want me, they proceceded to try
and intimidate me. This they did by o form of encircling move=
ment, gliging silently and even closer in the branches arsunde
AL nesting time T have becn hit on the theoad by one of the
beselgers.

The jay is mot a strong flier. The fledglings woere hop up 2
trece than fly, ard even the adult birds gain heiznht wmainly by
finttering aund hopping from 1imb to limb, 1 nave nct seen them
over trec-top height, buc this they do obtain, and indeed perci
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at night at tree-top height, _Iilizg in av Zoisl, Tooir Tlighkt
1z maflaly el ades, “meir whitish rounded wings cutspread most
of the time without moving. Wien f1lying from one spot to another
hey follow the trces if possible, particularly here, where to
gain anothexr part of their hunting grounds they have to cross a
peice of open ground ruled by a very cross magpie, who invarw=
iably tackles one of tine mob, but wno cannot cope with the
whole thirteen (the usual number in the mob), Their encrou che=
ments into thec open gro.ns brings attack by the nagpie, who
lays claim to this, 1t the moment he is gone, they are back,
I+t is a case of the meek inheriting the earth,

Apparently, they do hold 'courts! and punish all ill-doers.,
T have seen odd jays being gcruffed, but for reasons I have
not been able to discover.,

Finally, a word about their lousiness, Communial birds do
suffer from lice, and the jay is no exception, though at times
of the veas he is frece from vermin, The lice however will not
live on a human being and apart from having a lousy feeling
for an hour ox go, they are no real worry, 1t is true they do
root up crop, but inadvertantly; they arc after larvae, Tiey
fossicl about my garden and chat away amongst themsclves and
give me a feeling og great peace, The come close to having
the commnial min science fiction writers dream of, and cert-
ainly they are very intelligent and have a highly developed
rmeans of communication, They are a true social bird,

John J, Alderson,

* * *

Bonden on they' L shoot you, don'# believe anything a Victonian Zells
you, aspeically concerning Wews touth Hales, don't bet on blue {lyens
in the Melbourne (up - Little things thateveny fournist shovld Rnow. Then
£ counse, J let them in _on the do's, do come back to Zhe flountains -
the tnue heart of Aussie Fardom, hold yourn rose when you walk nean Zhe
Yanra riven {dows upside down you know), do cal meat pies in
‘ydney [but don't Zrust the ones ey 'd serve you in fielbourne),
when going %o the fooball nememben o get chiko rodls and noZ piles
unless you want second degree bunns to Zhe anm, nememben to save yourn
been cans to throw atthe umpine. Useful facts. Ji you wank odds and
, go 2o Woolics o (odes, medicines on fidms to” the (hemisi (and
iﬁﬁy don't sell soda pie , and_avoid ilaclonalds on (odnel Sandens...
Manly dooked its best = Frisbie nan around Fuping Zo gel
'natunal’ shots of everyone unsuccessfully) and we tinally met up
with Ron's oroup. We walked zhe bouwlevarde, and unden Zhe pines -
2o 2hink Hos was once the most famous walR in leaw South lales.
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75’/5_/7’03:’3.77 HABIT : The Lure of Lond wi)_ﬁ the Rings

Whatever one'!'s views oI The Lord of The Rings are, one can't
deny its astounding success:

Tolkein Societies have sprung un everywhere, the first well
kxnown one was "the Pellowship of the Ring" set up at the 13th
World Science Fiction Convention in 1960, Even this early other
such, but lesser known, societies existed, Now there is even a

nprodo Society of lorth Borneo", Tolkein fanzines becanme munerous,

ané included such exotic Tollkeinish titles as : Amon Hen,
Anduril, Belladona's nroadsheet, Carandaith, Bldritch Dreamguest,
Entmoot, Green Dragom, I Barad, Ilmarin, 1 Palintir, Mallorn,
Mathom, lMiddle Zarthworm, Minas Tirith Bvening Star, Mojo Ent-
mooter, Hargothrond, Nazgul's Bane, Niekas, Orcist, Palma
Bldarion, Snirpost, The Eye, Tolkein Jouracl, Tolkein Tribune
and Unicron, In ot:el words, Tolkein fandom has meached pProp=
ortions that have probably far surpassed Edgar Rice Burrougns
fandom and 1i,P. Lovecraft fandome

But most who have read Lord of the Rings and enjoyed it
(which surely gocs without saying) never entered fandomn, but
even with them its influence was present. One need only look
at the Univercity noticeboards to see numerous ads for small

Glebe-type rooms described as wsuitable for Hobbit" (which if

; you've seen then you'll know id quite an acurate description

of ttiem). Rock grours have adopted names like "Snmaug", "Gliad-
driel" and "Mordor", and apart from numerous individual jicces
of music inspired DYy Lord of the Rings, there are at least four
alpbums that are Tolkein ingpired. An underground newspaper app=
eared called "Gandalf's Garden", and a Rock Club called "Middle
Tarth", Shops nave adoptced mames 1ike "The Hobbit", "The Hobbit
Shop", "A Change of Hobbit", "othlorien" and "Bilbo's Bag End."
There have becn 1iterally dozens of posters attempting to depict
i“iddle Barth including some half-a=dozen mapS. Tolkein T shirts
are now common and Smials are far from rare, This is the noli-
fannish rosponse to Lord of the ilings, the "lobbit Habit"

which has been with us for over a decade now, a tremendous pPop-
ular response to jucst one novel, for any book to arousc such a
response is truely remarkable.

Yhile Tolkein has not vet broken any records as regards
sales nit, is not deing that badly when one considuors that Tie
has only publisied Tou majour works, rone of which are by any
means cheap, even in their paperback editions, which only
appeared ten years ago anyway. Still his sales may be approach=
ing half thosc of Haggards ngHEY (top selling fantasy novel of
all time = about 90 million sold), which his translations may
soon surpass in number of languages tin:ue of Iszaac Asimov or
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Arthur C, Clarke {fantasy writers who have/%%gﬁslated into great-
est number of languages - Tolkein has now appeared in Polish,
Swedish, Hebrew, Zutch, German, Japanese, Portugese, Spanish,
FFrench, Rumanian and Vietnamese),

Trerse has been,as well as a third response to Lord of the Rings,
the scholarly, There are now a score of books dealing with the
various aspects of Lord of the Rings, raning from such excellent
studies as those by Helms and Xocher, to the best forgotten,

Ther- have been Tolkein conferences, including at least two in
Australia, which are far more academic than SF Conventions, not
to mention (*shudder*) Star Trek Conventious,

All this is evidence of a tremendous phenomenum which Lord of
the Rings has troggered off, but this success seems rather paradoxe
ical, It was the vision of an old, conservative, indeed almost
fascist, and deeply religious old man, yet its appeal is with the
young, especially amonst the rebels against today's society.
Academia has traditionally ignored fantasy because it is "escap-~
ist", which presumably relieves it of any literay value, but
Lord of the Rings is a supreme and unabashed example of escap~
ism, and academia's response to it is no less joyous than that
of the Iobbitomanes world-over, The only placec where its success
would secm logical is amongst science fiction fans and here it
was recognised as a masterpiece, before either sdwlars or the
young had cever heard of it, It even won ane of sé¢ience fiction's
most distinguished awards; the International Fantasy Award in
the last year it was given, 1937,

The novel has a number of quite serious faults; the structure
is flawed, Many find it slow to begin witi: and even slower to
end, the exploits of Merry, Pippin, Aragorn, Gimli and Legolas
are little more than an irritating, if at times interesting,
diversion from the rcal events of importance, the exploits of
Frodo and Sam., Characterisation is pocr; the mly convincing
characters are the hobbits, No female chargcter is developed to
any extent, and the mly ones that are at all satisf ying are
Lobelia and Shkelob, Nor can the characters of the villans be
regarded as satisfactory, even Golum is only a partial exception,
Edisons! Gro is a far more adequate traitor than Tolkeins Sauran,
Brunnert!s Trveler in Black and LeGuins Ged are more adeguate
wizards than Gandalf, Mo.rcock's Elric is more human a hero (even
though strictly speaking, he's not human) than Aragon, as is
also Leiber's Fafhrd or Grey Mouser,

Therc is no=one who can rival my personal ifavourite fant-
asy hero, Vancess Cugel the C.eaver, Gollum is the closest, but
her hardly inspires sympathy, or even for that matter hatred,
When it comes to the crunch, Tolkein can’'t even describe evil
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adeguately, he doesn't cven attcmpt to describe Sauron, Tolkein's
own religious philoscphy means that he view of evil is one that
is not really satisfactory to many of us, the motives of the
villans for acting "evilly" is simply that they are "evilf, When
it comecs to creating an atmosphere of brooding nenace and horror
Tolicein is no Lovecraft, though soue seens, such as loria, are
certainly memorable, Tolkein teclls us continually of the dispair
his heroes feel, but e fails totally in conveving it to us,

“That all this means is that Lord of the Rings is Tar from perfect,
and that form several aspects its success would seocm ratier
paradoxical,

B

But Moria is menorable, and so is Lorien, an o the shire,
Rivendell, Mt Doom, Shelob!s Lair, fangorn, Isgard, Minas Tirith,
The Old Forest and much, wuch more, Lord of the Rings is really a
serics of memorable pictures, Lf Lord of the Rings has faults, it
also has virtues and one is Tolkeins'! ability to ensnare his
readers with the beauty of some of his scenes, Who would not like
to linger in Lorien or Rivendell? Whu doesn't share the hobbits
penchant for parties? Ior a life of eqgting and drinking and
presents, where no-one secms 0 work and 1ife is nwuech cimpler?
Tolkeins elves way lack character, but certainiy not beauty, Tue
hobbits are herces unigue in Tantasy literaturec., ‘e are uscd ©o
the Conan~type of hero with whom we would like to idezentify,
liobbits, however, are heroes with whom we can real.y identify,
The natural reation to canger is the samne as ours == to run in
the opposite direction, We migntn't see ourselves rolding the
bridge against the Balrog, but we migzit take a wild swipe at a
troll if Aragorn held the door,

o
6]

Middle—~earti is real, This is another reason Ior
of Lord of thne Rings, In Middle-ecarth, Tollkein uas cf
intricate detail a real world, It is notour vorld, it is o world
of magic and mystery, but itis a thoroughly believable world,

e 100 odd pages of apperndixes are on.y a part of the reclism,
They nprovide a tiemendous waelth of background naterial on history
languages, geneologics, calandepg gnd 3i, a vertiable pold-mine
for the cultist, but Tolkein ‘{Eﬁnvinced us o.) the reality of
Middle—carth long befores we reach the appendices, The credability
of Middlie—earth is more attribute to Tolkein's powers of descyript
ion throughout the book, He convinces us, for imstance, of the
oxistence of inmts to such an extent thnat it would not really be
a surprise if we actually did mect one as the hobbits did, The
memorable scenes and the travelogues that link then provide us
with the geographical backgournd to iiiddle-earth, but it is
Tolkeins's cscnse ¢f history as much as his scanse of geography
that convinces us lliddle-earth is real, and don't we wish to zo
there., Tolkien's very method of story-telling aids our "willing
suspension of disbelief" on which all fantasy must rely, At the
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start, we don't really believe in hobbits, but then the Black
Riders appear, and we find these very hard to accept, but so do
the hobbits and so we begin to believe in hobbits patiner more
than we did, Each new creature is shown to us +hriugh the hobbit!s
eyes and U oy tend to view them with the eame scepticism that we
would show, and hence we come not only to accept the existence of
hobhhits, but also through then, everything else in the book, and
hence Middle Earth as a whole, Is &t no wonder then that cultists
have attempted to locate Middle-earth both geograpnically (easy-
Europe, Tolkien admitted as much) and also chronologically
(harder, Margaret Lowes in Tolkien Jourmal III 2 suggests the
Gottweig Interstadial period, about 80,000 years ago and makes a
convinci.g case for it)e

Like the hobbit's modern man has found himself with a Ring in
his pocket, which he never noticed hiuself, put there, Like
Bilbo's ring, ours . ives up tremendous powers over nature but
at a price that is beginning to sccm even more tremendous, Our
ring is modern civilisation; because of it, we have suddenly
found ourselves in Mordor when we never noticed leaving the
sh.re, Is it no wonder tien that modern nan should find so much
pleasure in this parable of his plight {even if that wasn't its
intention, it is the result), which secems to suggesy so attractive
an altermative, Lorien bas faded and the ilves have left us, but
who can blame those who still look for theme Lord of the Rings is
unabashed escapism, but as Tolkien's iriend C.S. Lewls omce ree

- marked; "the only people who see anything wrong in escapisa are
jailors,"

When we realise this, we have come close to realising the
reason for Tolkien's success.

J on N obl e

* #* *

Please nate that the above arnticle is from the Syncon Seventy Fi

Posit~{on booklet, Unfortunately, it u’{ﬂae o.-zJe,éL yir/zi"r; ﬁvﬁe ootyaiez‘. at
present, J have been sendiig out pleas fon transcnipts of the Zalks, on
notes, on somethirg and bdack and white photos 2o be made iito photo pages

fon Literally mothes. ((ome 2o thik of iX, 2h.t's anothen convention U
didn'# get Zo.
% Fonen unren /lewsletten [editied by oun President Lady Shayne-

onma
He(ORMACK FOR AUFF  ALDERSON FOR DUFF
~ the formern being a}ﬁLﬁlpoliiLcal anagwncanaté-iﬁe laten being my

oun preferencer i ancial nepont of Syncon and final baeakeup. J shan’

ave ihe {Lran nepont of Suncon A REAR=UP+ J 5 Z
Aeiieaaiegheme what J have aljZaiy said there. J just hope iﬁﬁpaqooni )
nepeated in some rote~worthy papen Like Fanew Slettern. (i there Leigh!)
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4, Bertran Chadlen

One advanitage of being at sea is that when one is away from
nome one can see Tila's that one's wife rcfused to sce. Clunsj
first sentence, that, Too many nones" and that odd clashing of
taeah and "seel, It could be that the verv atmoaghere of one

of wmy unfavourite citics 1is having an adverse effect on oy liter
ary style. Windy Wellingtollee. Tt!s well named, 1 came barging
in on Mondgy morning, before dawvn, It was almost YAHINE weather
although the wind was only (1) gale force, not hurricane force,
It's my f£irst time here for ten yvears, 1 rather regretted not
having swalloed 0y pride an ~rdered a pilot, I was guite rel-
ieved when I fanally scrunched alongside.

Somehow, even when I was running here with some regularity,
T never seemed to acquire any friends in Wellington, S0 I have
been Flicking., Cne film I went to sec was JESUS CTRIST SUPERSTAR,
Soth Susan and + stayed away froi1 the stage show, and both of us
resolved to do likewise insofar as the film is concerned, My
own: resolve was weakened by Baird Searles' review in FANTASY AND
SCIRNCE FPICTION, Now I feel grateful to Mr Scarles, L1f those who
made JCSE had cast somebody charismatic to pley Jesus instead of
a patiietic puppy with a soprano voice it would have been a great
f£ilm, As it is, it is the fantasy film of the yecar. Judas was
excellent, with King Herod and Pontius Pilate running a close
gecond and third respectively.

T111 not bore you all by sumarising the plot, After all,
everybody's read +the book, It was the docliverate anachronisms
that mads such a big appeal to mej; the Roman Legionaires clumping
around toting sub=nachine zuns as well as spears, the ladies and
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gentlemen of the media firing malicious questions at Jesus as
he is led into captivity, the honky-tonky pianist on Herod's
raft on the Sea of Galilee, even the sun glasscs worn by Herod
and his court, And then there was the =cene of Jesus driving
the money changers out of the Temple, There wvas actually one
money changer's stall - with a fine display of modern banke-
notes, There was one of thcse revolving stands with pretty
picuture postcards of the Holy Land, Some stalls had rather
ageless Middle Bastern nmerchandise for sale - but one had on
displ~y the wares si much in demand in the Middle East {and
elsewhere) today =~ a heavy machine gun, a couple of small mortars
hand grenadeSeese

Especially effetive were the terrifying intrusions of the
Here and Now into the Biblical story - the flights of jet war-
plancs, the squadron of tanks roaring over the dunes, According
to Baird Searles, they symbolised the future seen by Jjudas, a
future in which a proudly independent and non-Christian Israel
would be standing off vastly superior (numerically) enemies,

One thing I did like about the film was that it made Judas
a good character, a man who, throughout, acted for the best,
who betraved his leader because he thought, quite seriously,
that to “oso was in the best interests of the Jewish people,
That idea, of course, has been played with quite a lot lately,
There was a novel I read recently = it may have been called
JUDAS; I Torget who wrote it, but it is very cometent - the
gimmiclk of which is the discovery of Judas' Gospel in a’ cave
near the Dead Sca, Julas, apparent¥y, did not commait suicide,
but survived to write kis story of what actually happened, -
showing Peter in a very bad 1li~* <, Anywhow, all the archeologists
but one are wiped out by mortar fire from a bunch of Arab guer=-
illas, The survivor makes his was back to England wit.: the
precious scroll, translates @t, and then decides to sell it,
for a very high price, to those who, when it comes into their
possession, are sure to destroy it, The Holy Father sends his
right hand man, an overly zealous Dominican, to the U.,K. to
do the dickering, The Douinican misunderstands . his instructions
(ox does te?) and Tinsihes up with the scroll in his hot 1little
hands « hands responsible for the murder of everybody who knew
about it, including the secrctary of the Cardinal in the
Vatican {(he, the Cardinal, died of heart failure) to whonm the
archeologist wrate, enclosing the translation and a fragment
of the scroll itself, Scotland Yard tracks the Dominican to
Rone, The Holy Pather throws hom to t:e wolves, And then the
Isrealites publish their translation, they having founcd the
screll in the archeologists bag while he is unconscious in
hospital, photographing it, ’
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Whilst we'rc on the subject of the New Testament, I must
tell you of the occassion when a priect, a young lMerist ¥Father,
actually shocked me, of all people, For some reason, when I was
Chief Officer in Shaw Savill, any priest among the passengers
was put at my table, I glways got on well with tilem, Well, this
young Marist Father liked the good things oi life, Every night
after dinner we would mutually earbash to some jesusless hour
over port and cigars., One such evening we were enjoying the
usual argument = agnostic v, proffessional Christian -~ and I
brought np some gawdawful boock that I'd read as a kid called
YHEN IT WAS DARK, by (I think) Guy Thorne, It was mentioned a
few wecks ago, as a matter of fact, in a review of a book about
gawdawful books of the early Twentieth Centure in, 1 think, the
SYDNEY MCRNING MERALD,., Its gimmick was thds, Some archeologists
scrabbling about in the Eoly Land dig up evidence -jiaich seems to
prove that the Resurrection didn't take place at all, When the
news is broken to the horror-striken world, the collapsce of
civilisation promptly ensues, "Personally," I said, "I don't
think that such a discovery would nake any Jdifference to the
world whatsoever," "It would to me," said the worthy father,
quite sincerely, Ile went on to say t hat if such a discovery
were made, he would rake up for lost time, stepping up his
boozing and adding wenching to the other fleshly joyves, He
really meant it, {(In the novel, of coursc, further evidencc is
sug up to disprove thc initial evidence, whereupon the world
returned to normal,) (Nothern Ireland, of course, is a fine
example of Christian normality,)

Having wandered many, many mdiles away from JC5S I'1ll retur:.
to it, I think that I was afraid that I, as an agnostic, would
find it very amnnoying., (Do vou remember THE SONG OF BERNADETTI?
I recall the review in THE NEY YORKER, How did it go? "This
£41m automatically puts one on one side or the other of the
fence, Unfortunately I an cnthe wrong sidc, so cammot roview
it,") JCSS is more liable tos annoy True Beliveers, cither Jews
or Christians, tnan agjnostics,

Waat I am losking forward to is HOSIEPL AND IS AKAZING
TECENICOLOUR DREAM CCAT from the same stable, I saw it on ABC TV
(ex BBC TV) the Christmas before last and mve the LP, The music
and the lyrics are good and it, too, is reeking with deliberate
anachronisms,

4, Bertram Clancler,




A PLYER JFRCM GUYING GYwE in re TN FuCJICT

THZ PROJECT is endeavoring to utilize the evaluative judgement of
some of the most knowledgeable science fiction readers in the world
—ew those found in fandon, If you're reading this, you're most likie
cly elready a fan. Would you be willing to be of acsistance by
evaluating the s8/® novelr you've reac and reuwember, The process

is scnetimes enjoyable, often revealing.

Novels should e considered for use at the high school level where
the stucents'! ages ran es from 14 to 18, Sut all SF/F books are
fair gane since high schoolers tend to rvmd to run the gamut from
cguite easy rcasing on up to college graduate level, uuperally, your
reaal;? counternart can be found in a high school cilass,
I suggest we WOTK only with novels this tine around; doing the
chorter works concurrantly would be unwe eildy, Your Dook Irccomnens
dations should notv coacern collcge coursces; tcachers there kavs
their neve their owa special problems == beyound iy ken.
The purposs of Tl PuOJLCT is ©o relp tue new hign school sx/@
teacher and tie one who 20t utLCKH with the class 2uini XNOWS
1ittlc about tue reading in tho Picld to do tho bost job je carfia
An cvaluative iist of the most "anoyab* /rcaywclu/wortar viig"
books in tne field would be a good start. It will De an c¢uormous
list, and, of COUTYSC, not a reouired one 1 any SEnSC. GRS
only soic of the books will oce “availablec in print; that's amnothor
rocason for caving cuck a large caoico, Hasically I'a hoping B

rocommendations will provids teaclols with an alteraat approach
to tcaching an si*/# clasc: a rcooi g clase with goo discuccion

luCtur./_qG1v1cuu¢ confecronc.s. Ho tests ané no book rTeporto. it
is being done and io having oxccellent rosulto, itaybe in tude way

teachcors can avoeid the lonz locturce and tuo ainute analyois of

tme locke=step "claoolcs oniy" oricntatod ProOFram:ic.
But first we have to knnw t o "good OicS . nd the bad oncs". Tacrc
sro no abshlutcs. 50 1'11 take perconal opiniong Irowm RETADERE OF
TR GHIE —-- whici adds up to & concunclub, L BoW BOVY throce spurecs
of novel cvaluations: fandom, @y studoents and roviows from BT
3 7 ' I

£ .azines, Lator tiacsc may ve "combined".

it e et

2nough rationa

., ow to the taslk. Ty arc btwo kinde
ive numbe & 5

e
icn I use in the classrodiis. Both wite
- tuace studentc' truc attitudn/foeld

the osanc 2 TELT

onjoyment they derive fros o booln, Ths ey wWordé norc is ENJCIUDN”'
whotiier ‘?iael fron plot action, choractar, idaas, © wiotover, the
value of T ru;diﬁg w: arc scceking io ”ut "what @ 1 Toxr ugs!"
but what "’LrO" v on", The first, THE i1 TR SOMAL Piu RILTICE

J
ey
SYALUATION MUMBIR, ic quite subjecsive oand ic drawn from the churt
waich follows,
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FANZINE ROVIEWS:

As a new feature to Forerunner Quarterly I have deedded to
add review done of the fanzines received in trade and then passed
on by us to the club library (what happens then, I don't know)
but it should act as a guide to those of you who want to sample
other fanzines in a view to subscribing., I wouldn't trust on
being able to always get the fanzine from the library - we all
know that after a while things delapidate and disappear no matter
how hard our librarian works, So, somec are just listed (I haven't
had time to read or reread them carefully), and some have full
length discussions in them, Read on, McDuff:

THE EYE Number 2: S.U. Tolkein Society, Box 272 Wentworth, Sydney
University, NSW 2006,

Available to members, contribution, for review, no price cited,

spirit duplicated 60pp. Tolkein zine with an assortment of good

to moderately good articles,

I'm glad that some-one else niakes typos, I don't know about you
Kim but I don't proofread anything I do - mainly because there's
usually something on the stove boiling over or the washing to be
attended to or the baby'!s crying - like right now, I usually
type two lines, take the toast out of the toaster, type another
two lines, butter the toast, type another two and turn off the
kettle that is inevitably boiling over or rush out and grab you-
know~who who has decided to throw her toys down the toilet or
is playing with the dog's dinner much to the dog's disgust, I
just don't hkave the time, or quite frankly, the patience, I like
to be able to sit down ~omewhere guietly and ctudy what I have
typed, Unfortunately, there is always the budgie talking, the
dog chasing the cat or the cat chasing the dog, the trucks rolling
past on the bi hway and the baby playing, usually noisily - if
not, then I know she's up to mischief, What chance huas a woman got?
And of course Ron's in semi-gafia which makes life twice as diffi-
cult, If everything's not tidy when he gets home, it gets put away
by him =~ and then I can never find it. You have no idea how many
articles, lettcers and assignements that have been lost that way =-
eegads,

AMOR Number 5: from Susan Wood, This zine is a personal jotting
to 211 Susan's friends, so I really don't think you peovple out
there will be getting one. However, I'1ll say something to Susan
herc - it was good to meet you. It!'s a pity we didn't get to
mcct properly and have a chance for a nice long chat or something
- but as things turned out, everytime I saw a BNF I just kind of
curled up inside =~ after all, what does one say to a person whose
won a Bvgo and all, I can't even win a Ditmar! Oh well, there's
always next timeseeee
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ASEYING Number 173 Frank Denton, 14654 8th Aves SV, Seattle,

- JA 98166, USA
42pp, mimeo, available through trade (I think)..., don't know about
monies, Interesting issue - although each issue unas been Vvery
interesting. Tales of his trip to England, comments on albums,

reviews, a tale of koalas and intepid American fen and *IC0Us¥

SOUTH OF HARADAZAST OF REUN Number 3 :¢ Jon Noble, 26 Lucinda Ave,
Springwood, KSW 2777

23pp, spirit,, available through trade (that's how I got this ish)

- 2 monies, The fanzine dedicated to Tolkein and Dr Who =~ aB an

unliklier coupler you've ever secll. gince I didn't get umber One

at first I bhad a 1ittke dirficulty at first in getting used to

Jon and the arguments popping up in the letters {do you have to

quote them all = how about editting a 1ittle???), but Jon's

article on Technology in Middle Earth is good,.Jon wvas one of

the lecturers we had at Syncomn, don't forget, and row he has

joined the mountains (Springwood is the next one down from Faulce=

onbridge) group, S°© he'll become one of the Secret Masters of

Pandom under our careful coaching. I think that Taulconbridge

hag the most active fans in Australia - four active regular

editors, a mad letter Mack .eesall in a mile of twlsese We will

one day take over the world... hee, hec, Have a worldcon at our

$#2 a dagy community kall - I can see it alll

SON OF THE WSIFA JOURIIAL Vol 29 Jumbers 1&2: Don Miller, 12315
Tudson Road, whneaton, Maryland 20906, USi,
22pp, mimeo, news,reviews, COns, 10/42.,00

FANZINE FANATIGUE INumber 1b3Keith A Walker, 2 Daisy Bank,

| Quernmore Road, Lancaster, Lancs, England,

This issue was an emergency issue, From this fellow I keep on
getting htreatening letters = apparently he hac-n't gathered

that the Sue & Ron Clarke of ARK are the same as Sue Clarke

of the 35SFF, Mind you the Foundation is in good standing with 2
the fellow, + wonder when he'll actually get around to reveiwing
a FPORERUNHEX, This igsue was ¢ 'Tictly fanzine review = depends
on whether you find this sort of thing helpful or not = which

of course depends on whether oI not you have the money to HALEE
ingvest in fanzines. T thirkhe's trying to expand his fanzine!s
scope, but like me,he's heving trouble getting through thick
heads who just read the fanzine, sitting on their buts, saying
ah yes, must write that fellow one day - cegads, but you make

me cranky., I might as well have a beef here whilst I can = 1
only got threc = count them, three letters of comment = 104
pages, three monthes of hard labour, nights were 1 worked all
night, and only three locs, Write for God's sake, writellll.
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__ALVEGA: Alyson L. Abramowitz, Box 3-C-4,1060 Morewood Avenue,

: Pittsburgh, PA 15213, U,S.A.
27pp, Offset?; available for 30¢. contributions of artwork or
writing, letter of comment, trade, or editorial whim,
Read this one from cover to covexr and was impressed, I don't
know how Alyson sot Forerunner's address, but her zine is worth
the trade - a fanzine with two really brilliant peices in it.
You know I was really fooled by the Don D'Ammassa article until
he started pouring it on thicker t+owards the end., The second
article wac about contact lenses and Jodie Offut and was Just
brilliantly fannish,

SPELLING ACTION: Harry Lindgren, 40 McKinlay Street, Narrabundaiz,
ACT 2604,

Thin monthly newsletter of the Spelling Action Society. Except

for the fact that I find it hard to shake old habits (do you

realise how long it took my teachers to convince me to spell

eny "any“???) I would remember to use SR1, I feel like a

hypocrit as I realise {as most intelligent and reasonanle people

do) that english in its present form is inadequate for todays

needs, inacdcguate for the easy learning of the language, oOTr

the adopticn of new words or new tdoings!, I shall, henceforth

try to remember to use my SR1. By the way, support for the

society is $2 per annum,

MAYA 8 Robert Jackson, 21 Lyndhurst Rd,, Benton, ewcastle on Tyne,
NE 12 8 NT, U.X, _
15pp , offset, contribution, trade or subscription (4 for$3)
Another threateningolotch, What do 1 do to deserve the sudden
dismissal of all these fanzine editors, I often wonder if it
is worth all the effort I put into it - after all, I hardly ever
get eny locs eny more, OV way, having made this review column
into an cvpitomy of self-pity (sorry to have inflicted it upon
you) I had better continue ~ please note that if you want your
zine reviewed you have to send to Malcom Edwards, 19 Ranmoor
Gardens, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 1UQ, U.X,

KARASSt: Linda Bushyager, 1614 Evans Ave,, Prospect Park, PA 19076
Mewszinw = more Tannishly inclined #han Locus and defiritely
recommended,

IT COMES IN THEE MAIL: Ned Brooks, 713 faul Street, Newport News,
Virginia 23605, U.S,A.

Life through the eyes of a fan~ what comes in the mail, is read

and answered,
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PAIRY PLELDD CF_OLD AND GOLD ===

Ivenor by George MacDonald 210pp

Beyond The Pields We Xnow by Lord Dunsany 300pp

Don Rodriguez: Chronicles of Shadow Valiey 27hpp

With beautiful covers a.d treasure to piclz over, Carter could
hardly fail to please ™e, nut how to pleasc o mass audience today
with such as these? Bailantine faced a harder tasik than these
heroes of quest in an cffect to help a mode™n minded audience self
~help itself if ivs toleration was not wice encugh of earlier work
-5 in such cases as these two, the more dense Morris type of prose
fairy taleo, DLXo biS.

If vou can slowly semple these two master, then rewards are
here, aplenty.

MacDonald, in Tis time and place were what his audience
expected, His other, Dickens=-serious novels are not anlike his
simple style storytelling here vut Tew now know them, S0 perhaps
may not expect a 1little strangeness, In 3 choices, Lin Caxrter
shows variety of style deserving of attenticn and reading by a
modern, newer audience. nBvenor" is from Plato's name for early ma
-n myth, Adam mankind in simple terms of telling to an audience
who knew the terms of roference better then than we,

Carter shows HacDonald's infiuences and friendships amon the
literary knowns of his day to now and there's a still a lot of his
writing tobe enjoyed by us who may, To those coming to an unknown
MacDonald, as with morris, it may be tough but,hopefully, worthwhi

-le, True fairy tale is a rare and special >reed of its own, &as

is all true myth and legend, grown in its own selfe-knowledge scelicd

—ng Py »
"The Wisc Woman) as first choice, is lu- geot und moust deiand

-ing t-_start but ugos 7o . MacDonald verse along the way, lightly
and well, Two small childern, an obviously moralistically treated
spoilt Princess and shepherdess are changed by said Yise Woman in
due time but not without pain, in expected vein,

1The Garasoyn" is more adult character treataent of Colin
who battles the goblin and fairy of bleak, wild moor of true Scot
legend, Taken from 10 volunes of collected MacDCNald works, it tel
-l1s more of his range and reads easily, with a small, proper use o
-f verse to help it along, too quickly over,

"The Golder Key", thipd choice, is a search for the Rainbow
quest off Mossy and Tangle, boy and girl, finding fish, ¢1ld iian of
Tarth or Sea, serpent, wonders and joys, and time itself, along
the wav,Would I were a I child again gusk to enjoy this for what
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it is and its promises but few indeed are so lucky,

UacDonald's writing shines with its own sweet light and many
may not want so simple a solution to their needs today, ke,
Morris, Dunsany, (eata and so many other masters tokd what they
knew as they wcre compelled to and we may be much better for know
ingany of it = I would still like to think so, in this day and
agees

Take Dunsany in small quatities for here is quality needing
carc, ot that you may want something different, more like
Tolkein maybe = but many have learnt an® may still learn rare
art from Dunsany, For value, this selection could hardly be
bettered, no matter what facourites you may know from the various
books picked out to select from and spread like a feast or tap-
estry wvast before our eyes herec and now,

Scemingly all short pieces, all are far toc few for ne,
Verses and plays are here too and note by Carter in comment,
Much to absorbent all a delight to read,

Dunsany, as Carter says, was mascter of the right name and
copiers such as Howard and Lovecraft, for two, never auite
convince as he can, Zelalzny and similiar moders achieve the
same mastery, by truer means of sceking their own [fields,

Richer in its own way the knightly quest of Don Redrigues,
Substantial in a traditional length of telling and satisfying
to almost any need of audience, 1I'd say, these days, the style
being poetically true and as appealing as Tolkein seems to be

to more and more., As digestable as the best fare a.d as engrossing

as true taletellers can make anything the realer for its need,
to tell, Dunsany'!s expression of legend and story is as near
the truest art of poetic prose painting with musical backing
as anyone can hope to get and these two volumes prove it, il
need be,

For all three books, I am truly grateful, Would there werc
more customers for such wares, Fairy myth and legend has always
found its own., Yitness "Lud-inOthe-Mist", Ursula Le Guin and
those still to come and recognise the right of it,.

But for all of them, the mirrors of fairy shine, some nerely
than others, merely a reflection of diefferences to each other,
So it is with legend,

Kevin J, Dillon
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LOOK RAK
——t . it e
ith fax Taglon

Welcome once again to 30CK RACK and a loud !'Thank you'! to
the indefatigable Clarkes Tor making it possiblelll

This time around, we must have a swag of fascinating paper.
backs to discuss, and a few hard back jobs, too,

Australian literature is having a boom or so it would appear
if the number of local titles can be taken as a yardstick, Not
only much new fiction, but any number of handsomely produced
critical and biographical pieces, For instances, we recontly
enjoyed ‘Douglas Stewarts biography of tje late painter and
writer Norma.. Lindsay - the third volume of Hal Porters eXe
ercisc in biography - and Norman Freehills thoughiut cutline
of the life of a doyen of Oz Lit =~ Dymphna Cusack,

I don't suppose you'd find three nore diverse subjects in
days.march arcund the bookshops.

Let'!s look, Tirstly, at DYMPHNA by Norma Freehill (Nelson
411,95 recommended), Freehill has known lis Cusaclz over most of
thisa.

The Cusack neme first becane known in literary circles in the
190's ,, Her versatility is cxenplified by the f-ct that it was
a nlay and not a novel which first attracted attention - RED S
AT MORNING (freehill calls it "the best vet written in Australia)
That was 1935 and a big year ior Ms Cusack. fer first attempt at
a novel saw light of day the same year, JUNGFRAU, a work whiich
excited the Critics, end drew a prize in the Prior contest,
Suffice to say that the stage had been set - there was to be no
holding this arresting talent,. She went to on to write COME IN
SPINNZR, "Pionecers on Parade! (miles Franklin was her co-author
on this and Florence James on the former) "Sun In Exile" and
cight other novels going quickly, went into many lenguages (Ms
Cusack is abig seller in nost Hurcpean countries.) plus and array
of general pieces, "Cinese Yomen Specak!", "Holidays Among the
Russians", /

Her plays, however, will find for her always a special place
in the wminds of most Australians, There's "Red Sky", "Morning
Sacrifice" and wmany others, Why aren't they in production now
T111 never Kiow,

Treehill had sone the job with a fine eye to detail -~ their
travels are recorded, life in England, Russig, Chirna, France =
they moved around,

Yere's the brilliant study of a truly great writer - who
happens to be an Australian. I suggest you read 1it,

Freehill says "We will have retuned enirictied by our experience
from our years of itravel - feted in sultural circled of many
countries ... she has come home to continue the work to which
she hza dedicated her life; the interpretation of her country and
her people,”

PREPES, (29)

o]




Hal Porter is a literary horse of a very different colour -
a man with tremendous creative talent, but a scmewhat cynica
cutlook on his world, Again in THE EXTRA (Helsons $9.95) he takes
up the saga begun in WHATCHER OW THE CAST IROCON BALCOINY and
continued in THE PAPER CHASD.

. Porter is a man unlike most Australian writers - he doesn't
hold back with a comnent, & wWry grianacz at Oz life styles., This
hasan't always endeared hiam to his contemporaries, THE EATRA is
an important book - whether ot notit will be a popular one is
hard to say - perhaps not. But Porter is, without doubt, one
cf this country's most interesting observers ~ mainly, one sSup-=
poses, tecause je's prepared to stick to his guns, say what he

amn well pleases, But one sometiries wonders if Hal Porter likes
hinself..., He's a man beginning to feel left behind, it would
seem ~ unable te find such he enjoys in this trendy 170's
Australiia. ‘e gets through the nedia mush, the trendy's - and
}aﬂps it up necatly,

Douglas Stewart, as you'!ll recall, is distinguished poet and
playwright, as an cditor long associated with the old Bulletin
Red FPage, and later Angus and Robertsons, In his study WORMAN
LINDSAY {Nelson $9,.30) he draws on more than 40 years friend-
ship with tte late artist - an informal portrait, disclesing
much of Stewart as well as his subject,

For readers niterested in Australian art by-ways and the
people attracted ©o the so-called "bohemnian® world of the '20%'s
and 130ts, this will hit the spot. The illustrations are great,
toos

There are other portraits in *ors of iorman Lindsay -~ but
. this is the first taken {rom a day-to-day working viewpoiiit.
"There's a rich vien of information here other writers have over-—
iooked, Stewart travels from Lindsay's Bridge Street (sydney)
days to t.i.e busy Springwood era. He notes 'A good deal of oy
own autopicgraphy seens to habe crept in", This is a fine bonus,

Lindsay was aman of nany parts - painter, writer,

sculptor - there seemed NO end to his talents - even as & moc el
builder (remember his ships?) her was oustanding, Stewart has
created a frank picture of this contraversial creature, drawing
fror: the lives of the humerous Lindsay associates,.

Now for a guick changesss to the world of pop = and Bob
Dylan, In paperback, two titles for the shelves - BOB DYLAN:
WRITINGS AND DRAWINGS (Panther 64 ,50) and Craig llacGregors
DCB DYLAN: A KRETROSFECTIVE (Picador $2,95), Dylan buffs will
enjoy both - the former for its reurints of Dylan ilyrics, not
to mention the way-out art-work - and liacGregors piece for its
rich diversity/ Editor liacGregor has delved intc essays by such
folk as Nat Hentoff, Lillian Roxon, StuGgs Terkel taking material
pertinent. to Dylans saga. It's a wide angled job = Dylan as
seen by friends and enenies, Dylan the protest poet/preformer cones
alive,



s
L]
.
.
a
»
.
1
.
z

.~

Hoaea t*,,L, Asmded '+ Wention another great in the music
wortd,.s One 5¢ott Joplin, pinned to the page by Peter Gammond
in SCOTT JOPLIN AND THE RAGTIME ERA (Abacus $3,85) ... Joplins
music is far from forgotten (some of it was heard in the movie
THE STING). He played the honky tonks - died in 1917, in an
institution for tae insane,

Joplin was called "The King of Ragtime", This is a bio of
the great Joplig (with a complete listing of his ragtime discs
and piaono rolls) and a shrewd focus on the effects his music
had on Jelly Roll Morton, Duke Ellington and many others. The
book is copiously illustrated,

So much for the music scene...
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A quick look at Paul Kochers Penguin study, HMASTER OF MIDDLE
EARTH ($1,35) which, as you've guessed is about J.R.R. Tolkien,
the remarkable cult figure who gave us LORD CF THE RINGS, THE
HOBBIT, etc, Kocher takes an overview of Tolkien's output, If
you've had any problems making sense of Tolkien's amazing world
this is the guid you've needed, For those with Tclkien titles
of their shelves, it's a must,

I bave space, I hope, for a run around a few more paperbacks ...
UFCs AND OTHER WORLDS (Puffin $1,90) a made-easy study of UFOs
for youngsters ~ a very good idea -~ loaded with pics, There's
THEE UFC STORY: MYSTERIOUS VISITORS by Brinsley Trench (Pan
$1.50) who has been researching UFO!'s for decades, ex-~editor
of the mag FLYING SAUCER, It's well illustrated too. Some of
Arthur C, Clarkes best pieces can be found irn OF TIME AND STARS
(again, Puffin, for younger readers, but with appeal for all age
groups - a snap at 85¢) The story, "The Sentinel", on which 2001
is based, is included, Danikens GOLD OF THE ODS deserves a
mention here, too ... (Corgi $1.95) the author tracing mankinds
history, and proving, naturally, the Earth hosted visitors from
other planets ~ the first colonisers?

For readers wiho enjoy a good fright - two we've enjoyed =
GAZETEIR OF SCOTTISH GHOSTS collected by Peter Underwood (Fontana
$1.25) and NIGHTFRIGHTS (Peacock $2.75). Ghosts have been
trekking arcund the Scottish highlands for ages - usually found
om the better equipped castle, NIGHTFRIGHTS contains stories by
R.L. Stevenson, Poe, MR James, H.G. Wells, Agatha Christie,

John Wyndham, Robert Bloch and Mervyn Peake,,. all of the shuddery
variety,

Don't forget the new David Niven uarn, BRING ON THE ZMPTY
EORSES,in which the stylish actor looks at Hollywood and his 1life
therein, Good Christmas gift material (Nelsons $12,00)

That!s it for this issue,..

Book Rtack, we hope, has entertained and informed, If you
have any queries about current books = or old ones for that
matter, let me know ,.. I'1ll do what I can to help, Write to
me at PO Box 158 Strathfield, NSW 2135,

Bye for Now,eass

Max Tavylor
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When 7 becollze a young mothen

il /y le be centned in Fhe RL cﬁen?

Wil & Lisiten 1o the day's activiiies 0 my (_alrwtg
Aind /Lave noﬂung Lo say about mine?

Widl 9 drneam about a career J corld have had?

,”u,u g lcwe my ceeativity ard become boned with Life?

Dhen J become a goung m mothen
”/v can’? 9 Live the’ Life J olui befone?

2.

20 97 NOW SISTER
Aften my babies grow up J'm going %o
g/ww my hak again
and .’Jug, new clothes fon mys elf.
J'm go ing 2o 90 badz 2o Ac/wol
and Tinish my degnee.
J'm going #o Azfa/uf y carneer JjL social wonk.
7 2T et oLl Bhese thin
befone I had my babies
;Afie/z my children grow up
UL bocome a person again.

3.

fen ane Fold by societ that the s have to be sdnoi
ana’ put on a :éouo}' ex,tééu_on Lo 6%0(1&2% all /Jen/w&.v'g1 "¢
;J_zz” {eﬂ-mg,/}.

It is a’/u,Ued into men from binth that they ane leadens,

they must ac/u.cve, wf m(‘% must suceed in a careen.
lenare udged thein whole lives by the powen they nave
how muehthe ey eann.

9 would hate #o have such ovewhelmning pressure
threaten my Life,

b,

J want o do
What T uc.ni 2o do

9 want %o be

Uhat 9 wand Zo be
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5.

What kind of person am J?

An 9 qood?

Am 9 honest?

An J doving?

Po 9 have Zalents?

i Jiman these #
ousho! udge me on ese things;

Aut, that % am woman -
tells you nothing

(athaline Petrnini

B L B A e g

tiadl, folks, J can'# go on now, as it Ls stifling hot and ihe wax on
these siencids seem £o . be medting all over the place. I #he nepro.
hene imn't the best, nememben that it is neandy %0 degrces celoius
today. Dabi's red ard hot and doesn't want 2o eat, just lay down wiih
a bottle of orange juice with a fan and a wet nappy over ¢, Ron and
9 are walking around inthe dmost altogethen (we nefrain from welking
in the nude since Zrat got us intothe Lo gossip fon monthes at one
stage - Last Christaas when J was about eight moithes pregnant J
answened the doon fongetting how J was dressed, on rather undnessed,
whon 2he milkman cane 2o call. The poon fellow blanched, then blushed
and 4ni A his best not to dook embarnassed - how suave of him - but
failed senably === he never came Zo the doon again./. J wank 2o
hondinc. about Aussiecon, but find that ai fresent we are somewhiat
shont of fund in the club Frneasury (ain't we  hayne?) and s0 the page
numbon 49 mesinicted with this issue - of cowue if a dot of you pople

. . 1
out thene wish o buy copies, we'll be able Zo mi more Lssued on time.

HSe AW N R H R

Now ihat

W B
AusS1E cond
M sscmpeare P
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or else . ...

Margot D!'Aubbonnctts

"y dic like John Alder-
son's !'Them Lovely Koalas!
including his confcssion
sbout the firct girl he
kisced., Seing a koala
lover I can understand
Lesleigh Luttrell's
reaction but I do
suspeet Joha of being
just o little bit cynical
) when hoe calls them
“Tamwimotod toddy-bears', By the way Jebknr, X did pay back that

two cents I borrowed didn't Ir?

I om not familicr wita the first wyth he guotces buil the

sceond is that of 'Hoobah, the Drought lcker', In thigs uyth

or he nod been clubbed by the sedicine mon wac had cucceceded
in throwing ki from the treo, Koabah choanged from o boy into

oale, It i Houbah's law that koanlas may be caten for food
bus the skin must not de romoved nor the bon.s broken until
After ke iz cooked, Should this low be broken the spirit of
the doeed koala will cnhugte & drought wne all sawe the koalos
will dic of thirst,.

Not hawving bhad thc advontages »f vicwing sversedds TV thucde 1o
l1ittle I cau soy cbout Shaync MeCormack's articlce but I do ogroe
thot Auvstraliaon TV needs somethisg; possibly an clectronic bload
transifusion, here, in Jewcnstle, we are in the madn, restricieed
tc twn channcls; the ABC ond onc comn preinl cne., Of the ABC I
will say nothing as cveryone kncws wact is available there but
or the loeal comumercinl clhinmnel, woll, toke todoy as & typical
oxample. Jorty-five minutes of nows and BCWO COBNICHTAIY . tileturn
tc Poyton Plocce', 'Doys of our Livest, "T ¢ ¥You ~nd the
Roptloss?, !'Scarecn Toxr Tommorrow',., Thic later is a now 0=C
judging by t&e toadler ually as dreoary &b the other soap
operas,. “ho evenidng programic offers 1ittle better, 'Cach & Cof
1intlock Potice! !'Humboer 96! Hot what one would call goud

P o+

vicwing by any cthba. gtill, thero i ctill thot advantage F




being cble to switch tho durncd thiag off.

Keoren Warnock's 'yJ,i*,0.' sumgc up Very noeatly the recaction of
the unpocst o U.F.0. 1anding. The typical reoaction off Man
sincc the beginning has beon to destrow ~unythiag be connot unde
orstand, The Human animal hop such o indlated cogo th ot e would
1ot conceded tunat perhaps there could be a foxrm of Life with g
hight intellcctual lovel, I could launch into a tirade here on
the subjcect of cxiraterrcestrial 1ifc, Hoan and religion but as
I wont to stay fricnds, I won't, $oo many peiple would want
my head ~nd as I have had it o long time, I'm Tond of it., Or
used to it, I'm not surc which, Frobably the laticr,

Re Bricn Walls! lettere «+ only hope that thc local TV chonnel
_geup to Zear about those SF scrics, but, I'm net oll that hope=-
ful. anyway I very much dHrubt that anything could equal, let
zlonc surpass 'Star Trok', Tes, Suc, I'm a Trekkic toc, Iave
becn cever cince I saw Mr Spock's cars, Sericusly, though, apart
from the characters of Star Trek (who I think wore delightful)
the special effects of Star Trek were superdy prescntoed. Britoin! s
1Spacc: 1999t could possibly turn ~ut to be quitec o good show,
the budget scems tO promise scmothing speeial, but as 1 godd
before Itm not at all hepeful of the 1loenl channel hearing about
it, While on fthe subject «f Star Trck, I scem to romember Bleixr
doubting ay soiity (2long with cbout two huazdred others) when
I bought a Star Trek book Cro.. Dric at the last Syncon. Waopn 1
inforacd him that Williaoao Shatner had been o Shakespearcan actor
in Cnnoada he nade sorie rude ronark which 4 will delote hiere,

' Pianning Ahead! (Forcrunncr Quartcrly) written by Waltoer
Aignor io ragoer frishtoening, b% THEIRD 'gggpoctod. It is about
time that more people rcalisod/songt L2890 gone rnd done quickly,
by the yeaxr 2000 this world is going te be in ain cven bigger
mesa thon it is now, ddigid birth contr.l on a wezrld widc bascis
ig onme answer, but one which is inp.scible to implemcnt duc to
igneranecc, rcligious bias and political eadling. Inercnocd DYoo=
ductivity as advecated by VWnltoer Aignoer is onc canswer but how
does he proposc that thnat be nehicved? This countryalonc, af Ak
worce irrigated properly, und ubtedly cowld producce LioIC, but
where is the finoee to build the very ineceossialy irvigoation syst-
o1, Dr Brodficld, designer of tie Sydnmey Horbour Bridgce, prade-
ucecd o wondcriul syston whereby the tropical reins could be
channeled dowm iuto western N.S,W. cnd S.A., arcas which necds
water badly but the plan was shelved. Lack of furesight on paot

governmento, iack of crurapce em pregsent, Unitil we can get aen
who will Tave the couraie to stort n schenes which will load
" to greoter productivity I just can't ome any chances 37 t..e
pastoralist or tho srazier has to rely cn our botariously
crratic rainfall., To achieove a world brot.orhood is, I'm ofraid,
o lovely pipedrcaii. ilan'c greatest achicvaent hng beoen in inst-
rutents of destruction, To hope Thnt now, with otomic weapons in
the ronch of s wany countrics, for a u..ticd wvorld I jusgt can=-
0t sec it heppening.e To . muc pettiness is invalved. Pettiness
ornn the part of countrics of differing pelitics; pettincss on
the part of Churcheos; nottiness a1 the part of the individual
tian will woke up - when it ic ton late,

“1mry o Y

» PO
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Capn. Clandler, as a ¥S, is dg-lrut&ul Lite him, I wond-
what right the League of Light has to dictate its views. o
one person has t.-¢ right to dictate how ancther should live,.
By many standar da I wou he caile

¢ a 'sguare'; in fact I
remerbey beinz told by one of my son's school fri

1 was 1ot a square, i wWas a cubel That was because 1 Was
listening to Classical vusic, But I will not allow any League
of Light dictate To e as to what I can read, see oF do, Hor
do I like these pecple who coue to the door and try_ad int’
jet their rellizicn on 70l The last Ffor told that “ was a
Buddhist, i'u not, dDut i+t ot ricd of tiiem,

The truestory of the ielbsurne arbo's strike should De
proclaimed a clossic, Did Hevim Dillon get to iMelbourne “ox
Aussiecon?

T have st commented o:n 2 row of the arilcles wnich il rnLg
and thovoughly enjoyod. If I commented on Tuem all you
ave a leotter of ncval pize, Hecp up the 502G work, But waat

KL i
was The naTior with Ron whern e wrote i1Socicion!? Glo
i

1t o llonday mofning? G J ust the M;ucr-oAsocuu of a horried
wockond? On tue whole, Sus, Yo have L Fonmine, The
‘wclusion of fSictiom, veulsc, e%C. is t iden, 1t malics
for casior rooding, morce confortable g, il you under-
atand voat I tienn. Thoe mort of sine ‘4 one cam pick up in
An odd moneznt ana “ind something to oG, Ané I am
onc 0f momny H00LOe

36 3e Hene b A ek 3% i At

¥ will be o quavricrly fanz, oditod by 3ernic Pook ond Da e
Rowe, it was cenure o fordom, fnwg and thie Iaid. The Zirst
dsh of I wilil ve { should be?) writien by the ifitten GrouDa

¥ will pe availoble for LoC, Trade, Contrib or as a last
rogort, 25P. Sasplos will Aalso be avaiable = one PEY SCTCOL.

W R e MW ¢ 3 =
Dove iowo: The bigrost trouble wdth vy copy Vas it wrent from
P25 to PI0/31 to 23/?9 to 26/27 to 32. Mever nind owelling
. roform arc you Aussics. lrwing a now maierical svoton?

Yith the oxcoption of hieg rovicw of "Tho Last of the Taoe
mariao" and % The Groat HMovioeh, 1'-;:1;»:‘:: rovicus were -or too
ghort, oven the 50 pited could have Zeen gl longer witie

ut Decowming borid ax is o good writer, buv only giveo ug

Ty " e P P P
the ba 5L Q8%

e

. o - o T - T, ma-ar e »
~1lispocs of 1ac ooox pnacT TOVLIEW,

An for Britich TV, wo 209 sired of the 3ritioh produceXc
? k

-— P S [ e T T N = P B - . e e . ) - -] :

rominding ug that onr ™ us o npidored Ilic bonl, One critic

(37




IN THE english papers wrote a whole book about it, but summed
the whoke matter up with his title ,, "The Least Worst Television
in the World",

Many thanks for forerunner Quarterly which arrived hot on the
heels of The Forerunner - a mamoth ish although I have one major
coemplaint; you managed to get ¥he poetry pages in the wrong order
agin, Now you're really got me believing in Australian numerical
reform,

My ALuvssiecon programme arrived yesterday, all great stuff and
it really looked as though a lot of thought had gone inte the
printing and designing, except pages 114/1i5, 1184119, 122/123,
126/127 were vlank, Now leaving space for auntographs is one thing
but thic is taking it a little toc far I feel,

I collect ties too, or used to, Not that I ever wear them,.
apart to weddings and funerals and other 'festive' occassions., I
suppose it gomes of liking way-out things (I have two that have
four differznt tartans, each and another which is a illuminous
petunia} or Tfrom working for one company who puts ties as a sidc—
line, L 2ave a St George tei which I patririotically non-wear on
5t George's Day. But my favourite is "Tue Happy Farmer", beinga
drunicen yokel, tankard in hand, on o galloping pig! However the
most fannish tic I've ever scen belengs to Ffrank Arnold - its
repecat motif is that of pink elephants!

John Alderson: I hove just read Forerunner Quarterly which I have

-

o~

enjoyed, UL all fanzines I have encountered it certainly covers
the widcst field, with, in general, excellent material, I am not
going to comment on Adgner'!s article "Planning Ahead" which does
contain several errors in reasoning, said errors being commonplace
Or even bert Chandler's scandalous confession that Grimes is a
"square,
he cssay by Diane Southgate on "Two Lovecraftian fovels by
Colin Wilson" is an excellent dissertation on
the subject, and the essay by Sandra
Miesel on the Saberhagen's berserker
stories I found most weicome, I Liave
hitherto had to content wyself with
the stories in various periodicals,
read at diverse times and in random
scquence, The outlining of a plan
behind the series raises them
considerably in my estimate.
Now L come to the material
supplied by Amanda Radziwon. I
do hope that Amanda expands
"Springs" to the length the
material deserves., The planet
Klirandath is icebound, but warm
enough to thaw in spring and the
ice scems to contain copper
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sulphate, Nermally such a solutian would absorb a2ll the arnionia
in the atmos-here and produce an intense blue liguid. Normally

tooc an atmosphere of chlorine and ammonia would immediately

form ammomiun chloride which would take the form of derse white
clouds that would slowly settle, Zven more reaarkable is the
presence of 35% codium in the atmosphere, which at the tempera=-
turcs states would combine in the chlorine to form sodium chloride
which woud fall and dissove in the ocean,.. except of course that
sodium is usually a metal which would react very quickly with

any water prescnt in any form, More surprising still is the pre-
sense of carbon as a gas when norfally it will not become a gas
except inder incredibly high temperatures, Also I note that
physice as well as chemistry is affected, Normally the chlorine
atmosplhkerc would abgsorb all the light rays of a red star, ¥Well

I mean to cay, a planet where such laws are suspeanded would

make a fabulcus background for a story,

However, L don't want to be too hard on amanda cecause her
work does have a benuty., It needs a ligtle discapline, and in
fact her prose is morcpoetic than her poetry. The prose abounds
in coloiuc bwt the peoetry is dull, not only in the lact of
"colour" adjectives but ia a lack of meter, riyme, indeed in
almost all forms of music, and music is the essential of poetry,
The unevern, statoac short lines merely make the reading difficult,
I don't want to scem hard, its just that she has talent and
her work ig worth criticising., I certainly will look forward to
reading more ¥ it,

Pinaliy I rmgct confess that I enjoyed "Book Rack!" by Max
Taylor, e write of =2nd reviews local history with a real feeling
for the subject where most reviewers wish to give the impression
that they counld hobe writtne the work immcasurably better whilst
they were doirg o cross-word puzzle, Alas, that all these
beautiful »lcoces disappoeor,

{eep up the good worlk.,

R

*¥% *3H *%

J want o thank John here in prink fon taring the time out to criticese
Mandi's work. J krow #hat this is what she appreéiates. like me, she
wants very badly Zo be cble o write well - Zhe best she can possibly
wnite. In {att we often get Fogethen on weekends und wnite and eriticise
wﬁai_we have wrnitten ad 2alk iﬁiﬁgé out, Toqethern we have discovened
the Thesaunus ~ and wsed it, In fact, that's" somthi o9 must tell you
aboout, e decided we wanted 1o Lirish some Znekkic stonies. /How
seemed hannless enough, but we decided #o do 40 and not sleep until we
had. I ﬁaagei how long Lt aciuallg waad, but we wrote, 2hen conAulied,
newnite, made coffee, nead alound and mad worked some mone (I've misplaced
the cwqtlu/. Ron. woke up wne monring 2o find ws both rolling all overn
the floon = somewhere in e night we had come up with the prilliant idea
of ncading the thesaunus - and we found the whole hirg hystenicodly
ﬁunng. Ron meedéatalg checked his bottle of port andl ﬁiﬁaﬁng.ii Azill
intact - decided that L must have beea due #o an vvendo..e aﬁ caﬁﬁiene
through all 2hose cups of offee...... "
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"Tragic liagic”
Recald how we wlked

in /Ja_emr’s;”co umns

AL We A/w/u

ov%ge” - and

believed it.

Puithat

was befone

Allernde, ennedy,

Cuba, Timothy Leany,

Zhe Shrewbuny T, FLO,
Jubcek and Sakhanov, (uba,
Thades flanson, Geonge Jackson,
The Sumbionese [iberation “rmy,
the (A ard Paris 1970, Prague
and “entne Foint, latengate,
Cenmaine Gneen, fancuse,
Zngela favis, Vietnam

md élouﬂ e e o

Anon.,

What Lies beyond Xhis Rnown neadm .
o Farnth? An éa/uéﬁ that we have piw*ux"e/wd,
fiade Dbscene with Lilth and noise and war.
What lies beyonds

The moon? flans’ fingens have but Lightly touched
Liitle dove k-ow of her.

Penond the moon a Universe walls,

Cilont? SELLL? On is thene Life?

7o ws obscune, beyond oun knowing?

A Life that lecyes 1s as babes

Tn evalution. (hildnen s2LLL 2o Leann.
ihat Lies beyord these borrnierns

Cf Space and 7ime? “

MarngoZ v enne.

"Enom 5pace’ i

Rlack-cold and vast, the {Inivense
Studded with tre bright jewels
Of stans **

Relow, the farth

Fthencal in ald hern beauty,

0f blue-green and gold.

A /chzzwty"z‘fwi can De seet

Only fror Space. |

Aut hene, on farth .

lo sce the scins, Man made.

o see the bitterness and hate.
Dould 2hat Farth had ithe 4‘5ecpauig.

-t

That ca~ on]_é; be ween )Uw'n space.

M aE UD/H’ID-



STATH CCLURMIT: "y SCILUNCE AICTIOIT BOOIM

by Franz Rottensteiner
(Thases & Eudson 160 pp, 1975
$7050 Pobos

liave you cver ceen a "reference work" which dismicsed
2E, Smith, John (“ iphell, ZEdimund Haomndlton and Jack Williwo
in soncthiing like tharee gquarters of a p‘vo of test and four
iliungtrations? Wborc Jerry Zulawski go ag mnicih opace &g
Iosarnc Asimov ond wiich degscribegc James T Kirk of "Star Trok"
ac "a Uorotio Mo bBlower of outer opace¥? Well, you nave now
good peoplic.

Son

is thougiht of oo o rencvgande becuaunu he

scc S0, siakeo you wondoer where Rotbtenctaoincr
Jotg hic dceas om, Srom the inforuation whichr ¥ have had
acceocoo to X d that Vonnegut io not ucugily degcewibed ac o
rc .onde but |~ a poragite who having usced SF cnd 34X fondom
to wmaxze o namic for hi gelf 1mm*0iatoly divcowned it, 84

furt Vonmnc
dored ©o cxi

talton eriticivm fron: oll quart\ S5, but Vouncgat is tac
writcr wno oo unced & ta nlic o nome for Limsclf andé thon

3

dig srzed it like souc unoe pulous seeinl cligper,

Lnc iocn't it zroat to kuow that
”tuﬂiﬁluw iwem i "tho greatoct
A

contoncorary L writcer', 3ct you
didn't lmow uudt c¢id you gentle
r

caccers? Onoe whoe credit cido
"Thoe Scichncoe '1Cti)n Booky

cubtitled "An Illustratoea
History® comsainc uch gond
QY TWUOrK, WogOBLNG COVeD TopP-

rogductions an Cils otillo
but aepart fron e UTuEtY
pictures it ; o luJ
preseontious CTCo
notiing for TS
_Becicrno . dictio tlc'”‘.

The Tan wvao apazinc *

"I have o Droqa of )nc D)™

T oy - AR aes e PV ey =y T = g .
Honging Frons K : sinoer

e 3 1 oy fi - - 2 .-
froc o Hour Anplc Prco" kncw

T ey Ty v - o -
WHOAT 2C WRo ""j"l;"F.

It ig 16T wort. 5;;7.50

*Tlatts foo noct Alex Robb,
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AN : ;
el 's ol his & -
%\\\2\3\“\\&%\ M,ucoélyz'é ébjﬁgﬁy a mfzjflfti/.aieizdetctzw eaA
W "ﬁ% of moving house, and bouts of the ncging
\ chicken pox. This issue wes supposed Zo

have a Fheme - the Foundations wiaw of
o Auwssiecon, but as wual, J was whipping
a dead homnse - s0, J will bow out now -
il J don't get any mone arnticles, poens
ything, Zhere gust won'i be ary mone
T35ues, unless you Like fonzhe newiaws
ondy, [hanx again #o Tohn_§ Alderson
ALIERSON FOR UFE!], fiax Taylon, and
. Diane Southoate... it's nice 2o have
friends you can tnust to come through
with an article on two. Plecse, we want
2o hean fnom people - noi necessanily
ondy Foundationens... J'd hate 1o see
this fangine close as it has {illed a
bhole in my Life left by #he (Lankezine
non-appearcnce due o oun present state
of financial collapse and Ron's semi-
,Qa,{féa. oo
T I be sitting anound my detien
box weiding Zo

_

hear from some Rind
soul, Don't Let
tornenunner come #o
an end {and J was

one day --- Lsn Tt L
nice o dream....2)

Inti e next
Lssue [ L ene Lo
one/,

A«U,’zgcza ve/Lg/LbeAi_

0 nnt

l::few Zo you
all,”

7

ye odde ed. net.
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