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SOME THOUGHTS ON INDEXES
by Dale Speirs

Living as I do on the Information Footpath, those
who know me may not be surprised to learn that I keep
a subject index to OPUNTIA on 3x5 cards, not in some
database file on a computer. Index cards can easily
be changed or re-arranged, with the additional pro-
tection of not being accidentally erased or lost in
the bowels of a hard drive. Aabout the worst that can
happen is the deck of cards is dropped on the floor,
resulting in fifteen minutes work to put them back in
alphabetical order.

I started this index for my own convenience, and re-
produce it here for the convenience of CPUNTIA read-
ers. Much useful information is lost for want of a
method to find it, and I shall not be one of those at
fault for burying it. There is a saying in the SF
hobby that "All Knowledge Is Found In Fanzines", but
just try and find it.

There have been some bibliographies of fanzines, and no
doubt a few indexes. Don Fitch of California is doing
up an index of many zines, but of course it would be
inpossible for one person to track down and index all
the multitude of zines published. But many a mickle
makes a muckle, and the more information indexed, the
better.

I've found that one problem of indexing affecting both
the old-fashioned methods and computer databases is the
trouble with subject headings. Make them too broad and
the details are buried in the mass. Make them too de-
tailed, and one can't see the forest for the trees. It
always seems that after one is well along in an  index
that a better arrangement of headings becomes evident,
but too late to work into the index. I suspect that I
will get around this as the OPUNTIA index grows by use
of more cross-references. i

I never use author or title indexes, so you'll not find
them here. My observation is that the only ones using
an author index are the authors themselves, checking to
see if their name is correctly spelt.

Computer indexes that I use at libraries are still in
their infancy. Most are either too general, drowning
one in details, or too specific, not bringing up more
than one or two hits. Information from the precomputer
age is usually missing, for who will do the work of go-
ing through countless volumes and entering the data?
Keyword indexing is too often irrelevant. One gets such

retuwrns on a request for "Napoleon" as " ... thin like
Napoleon", " ... fat like Napoleon", etcetera. While
computer databases are good for a quick start to a

search, one will still be slogging volume by volume in
the dusty backsets of some elderly periodical.



CUMULATIVE SUBJECT INDEX TCO "OPUNTIA", #1 - #26.1
by Dale Speirs
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References are to issue number:page. For example,
12,5:6,9-10 means issue #13.5, pages 6, 9, and 10.

Alberta, Big Hill Springs Provincial Park 8.5:11-12
, Rocky Mountains  8.5:12
, University of, Edomonton  12.5:12

Animals, beavers 3.5:9,11
5

, birds 5.5:9 10.5B:1-2,7,12 13.5:8-9
14.5:9-10 16.5:13 18.5:11
23.5:5-6,12

cats 5.5:10 5:8

6.
coyotes 19.5:3
ground squirrels  3.5:12
pigs 24:2-3
rabbits 3.5:5
squirrels 3.5:5 4.5:14 5.5:13 6.5:11

Apas, Canadian 19:11-16 21:5-6 24.1:9 26.1:16
, general 23:4 24:4 24.1:9 26.1:15-16

Aguarium keeping 8.5:8 14.5:8-14

Art, covers, algae Halimeda opuntia 5.5
, aliens, bailing out of flaming ship 19.5
, examining opuntia 20
propositioning opuntia 20.2
animated fan rakes 4.5
car driver with Kill button 8.5
fossil tree Joffrea speirsii 6.5
magpie 10.5B

03

Art, covers, maps, Alberta geclogical 12.1

, Calgary, Russian language 11.1
, Calgary, topographical 8.1 9.5 11.1
, printed circuit 9.5

Art, covers, Opuntia acanthocarpa 14.5

boliviana 21.1

chlorotica 6

clavata 5

densispina 12

fragilis 1 2 3

fragilis, animated sequence of
growing plant 15tol9

glomerata 13

humifusa 14

ovata 14.1

polyacantha 9

pulchella 8
ramosissima 4

rosea 26
schottii 10
stanleyi var. parishii 7 11

Art, covers, goddess Opuntia, intrcduces herself 24

, SF novels outbursts 24.1

, prickly pears worship
the ground she walks on
25

, Bacchus fondled her 26.1

Art, covers, Opuntiaworld, initial landing of Wuzis

aArt,

19.1
clambering on spines 22.1
investigating flower 22.5

, Wuzi on a swing 23

, Wuzi trapped on web 23.1a
, Wuzi artist 23.1B
, big-game hunting 235

covers, Perceval monument 7.5



Art, covers,

Art Strike

BooKs, general 4:2-3
, booksellers, Bob Baxter
, collecting 3.5:10

philatelic envelope 9.1
political parties 13.5
1.5

signal codes 1
skeleton playing guitar 3.5
Stampede 10.58

UFO and voyageur 22
woman and opuntia 21
Wuzis - see Opuntiaworld

7:3-5 8:7-8

14:2-3
L5
5.5:9

, reviews - see under Reviews, books

Calgary,

Calgary,

downtown 11527
Goose Island 10.5B:8
Gorbachev visit 11.5:5 13.5:5-6
history, Fort Calgary 22.5:11-13

, maps 8.1:1-2,16

, naming of 8.1:1-2,16
Jimmy the Con  8.5:7
military, CFB 5.5:8 16.5:5-6

, Museum of the Regiments 7.5:7-9

Riel 14.5:5-6
United Nations peacekeepers 16.5:14
18.5:5-6,15-16  19.5:6
veterans war stories 19.5:13-15

Parks Dept., general 3.5:13-14 5.5:14
8.5:3-6 10.5A:14 10.5B:7
11.5:16 13.5:4-5,7 14.5:10
16.5:6 19.5:3,5,11 22.5:2-3,6,
10-11,14 23.5:12-13

, Bowness Park 2:15 3:15 3.5:6,9

4.5:2,5-11

Heritage Park 10.5B:13

natural areas 7.5:5-7 9.5:5,11
22.5:2-3

04

Calgary, Parks Dept., Shouldice park 3.5:7

, Southland Depot 5.5:3-5
9.5:5,11  23.5:11

, trees 4.5:3-4 5.5:11-12
6.5:3,6 7.5:11-12 8.5:2
10.5B:10-11,15 11.5:5,13
13.5:4,12-13 14.5:4-5
16.5:11-14 18.5:2-4,6 22.5:16
23.5:4,12-13

, Zoo 2.5:2-3

radio  14.5:6-7
sports 16.5:11-12
sports, Olympics - see under Olympics
Stampede  10.5A:1-9  22.5:3-6
suburbs  5.5:5-7

trains 3.5:4 10.5B:13
unfinished skyscraper 5.5:7
weather 11.5:2  23.5:15-16

Calgary, 16.5:16

10.54:2 14.5:14

Censorship, Pogo lottery  3:7-10
, WIRED (Homolka case)
23.1A:14-16

22.1:15-16

Chain letters 25:12-16

Children, behaviour 5.5:4

Con-running 8.1:12-13 13:9-12 14:4-5
22.1:16 23.1A:14  25:10-12

Conventions - reports about individual cons are mostly
listed under Fanhistory or WorldCon

15:4-6 16:2-5

Eclipses 16.5:12 19.5:11
Economics, banking system 22.1:10-12  23.1A:15-16
, Economy of Abundance 11.5:12 12:11-13

13:2,13-16 14:6
22.1:13-14,16
hyperinflation 17.1:13
Kondratieff long waves
18.5:5 25:5-6

15:7 18.5:15 21.1:10-13

12:8-10 13:2,13-15



Electronics, information superhighway 22:9-11 23:3-4

Fanhistory,

26,1:11-12
, smart cards 3.5:8
10:11-16
18:2,5-6

general 8:9-11,15 9:15-16
11:15-16 15:3 16:3-5 17:2-4
19:2-6 22:4 23.1A:10
Allis Villette 19:9-10
apas - see under Apas
Calgary 2:3-10 3:11-14 4:10 6:6-7,12
Calgary, ConVersion 9.5:11-15 14:7-10
22.5:7-9  25:8-9

, Star Wars court case 16:8-10
Canadian, general  20:2-4 26:5-16
Can*Con 25:10-~12 26:3-4
Canvention 25:10-12 26:3-4
club life cycles 23:5-11,16
CSFA  26:5,13-16
CSFF Awards 13:3-7 14:11-16
16:11-16 17:2 24:2
Chester Cuthkert 21:14-15 22:7-8
26:5,13-16
Les Croutch 23:15 24:8

212

24:2-8

15:4-5,8-16

Edmonton  4:5-7 5:3-12 6:3-12 23:5-11
preservation of 25:7 2632
FanHistoricon  25:7

FANTASY CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 23.1B:4-5
24,1:14-15 26.1:16

Saskatchewan 13:8 15:3

semiprozines in Canada 23.1B:7-15
Torcon  23:13-15  24:14-15

Toronta 13:13

Vancouver 8:3-6 9:3-15
11:3-7 12.1:16
Victoria 17:7-16 18:7-16 19:2-3,6-9
Walter Willis 19.5:2,4-5

Winnipeg 11:14 12:3-7 13:13,16
Winnipeg, ConAdian 21:5-13,15 22:2-8
23.5112

Worldwide Party 24:9

10:3-10,12-14
13:16 22:15-16

05

12.1:12-16
19.1:15-16

Fanzines, general 9.1:14-16 11.1:11-16
17:4-5 17.1:2 18:2-6 19:3-6
21.1:16 22:15-16 23:2,16 24:9
, reviews - No reviews are indexed due to the
large number. Most are in the .1
issues.
, see also Zine fairs

Hectograph, history of 24:10-13 25:2-4 26:4
Hoaxes, Allis Villette 19:9-10 21:2

, Carl Brandon 21:16 22:3,6

, Crad Kilodney 7:6-10 8:8-9,11,13-15

Internet - see Electronics, information superhighway

Mail art, "ETERNAL NETWORK" 26.1:13
Manitoba, Churchill rocket range 22.1:7
Military, see also Calgary, military

, Diefenbunkers 23.5:3-4

, Pig War  22:12-15 23:4
National Library of Canada, 1995 SF exhibit 23:11-12

24,1:10 25:10

Newspapers, Speirs quit reading  23.5:6-7,11,13

Olympics, Calgary 6.5:4 7.1:10-11 7.5:5 18.5:7-10
ppuntiol  1:3
Palaeobiology, Eopuntia  4:8-9
, fossil hunting 23.5:6,8-10
, Betty Speirs 6.5:5
Philately 6.5:2 7.5:3-4,10-11 8.5:6,9-10 9:2 9.1:1
9.5:6,10-11 10.5B:13-14 13.5:11 14.5:2-3
16.5:4,9,15 19.5:9
Poetry, "Grand Old Duke of York" 19.5:16

, "The Visit of St. Nomentanus" 1:4
Poets, Sarah Binks 7.1:8-10
, Bruno K. Hoijer 18.5:12-13



Politics,

Alberta, judges 19.5:9-11

federal,

22.5:10,15
, Pogo lottery censorship 3:7-10
, provincial 10.5B:3,12,15-16
13.5:6-12 18.5:4-5 19.5:2
22.5:14-15 23.5:4-5
student protest 16.5:7-9
budgets 22.5:16 23.5:6-7
China trip 23.5:2-3

, constitutional 4.5:2 6:2 7.5:10
8.5:14-16 10.5B:3-6,10-11

18.5:16

22.5:15-16
, elections 13.5:2-4,7 16.5:2,4-7
, parties 10.5A:10-12 13.5:1
14.5:7 22.1:10-11
, municipal 8.5:7 10.5B:3-6,8-9
, Québec  23.5:2-3
, territorial 10.5B:13

Reviews, audio,

’

’

, authors' replies

Reviews, books,

r

r
’
]

"The Grand Delusion" 12.1:8
"0On The Street With Crad Kilodney”

7.1:13-14 12:1:11
"Pebble In The Sky" 9.1:4-7
11,1:12-13

10.54:2
"A11 About Tipping" 14.1:8
"Alternate Worldcons" 23.1B:5-6
"Ardabiola"  11:13
"Campbell's Kingdom"  17.1:11

"The Davidson Affair" 14.1:8-10
17.1:14-16

"Eternal Network: A Mail Art Anthology"
26.1:13

"Fantasy Classification System"
23.1B:4-5 24.1:14-15 26.1:16
"Flames Across The Border” 19.1:13-14
"Funny Money"  22.1:10-12

"A Graveyard of My Own" 17.1:6-7
"Highland Laddie Gone" 7.1:4-6
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Reviews, booKs,

’

, "Tce and Iron"

"The House Is Not A Home" 19.1:10-11
"Howard Phillips Lovecraft and Nils
Helmer Frome: A Recollection of OneOf
Canada's Earliest Science FictionFans"
22:15-16

24:16

, "If War Should Come" 14.1:10
17.1:12-13
, "The Ivankiad" 23.1a:12

. "The Invasion of Canada"

‘

’
’
r
’
’
’
.
’
’
’
’

Reviews, movies, "Bananas"

, "Dr. Strangelove"

19.1:13-14
"Mission Impossible: The Priceless
Particle" Tedel3

"Moscow 2042"  22.1:8-9

"No Parent Is An Island" 23.5:13-14
"Oout Of This World"  24.1:10

“The Party's Over" 14.1:6-7

"pebble In The Sky" 9.1:4-7
"plutonia" 23.1A:11-12

"political Realignment" 11.1:9-10
"The Quicksilver Screen" 17.1:7-8
"The Republic of Nothing" 24.1:12-13

"The Riddle of the Trident"
"Riel: A Life of Revolution"
24.1:11-12

"Roadside Picnic" 9.1:3
"R.U.R."™ 21.1:10-11 22.1:13-14
"Sarah Binks" 7.1:8-10

"The Second Invasion From Mars"
"Slide Rule" 24.1:13

"Tale of the Troika" ©.1:3-4
"Underground Times" 26.1:10

"Up To Now" 23.1a:10
"Wolkswarrior Guidebook™
"Years of Light" 23:15
"Zombies of the Gene Pool"

17.1:10

T.1:7

21,114
14.1:12

115:5:2
"Buried On Sunday" 14.1:11-12

1552



Reviews, movies,

Reviews, short

, television, commercials

, zines

"Kanada" 19.1:12
, "Leningrad Cowbcys Go America" 7.1:2
, "Other People's Mconey" 7.1:3
, "Revenge of the Creature" 1.5:6
, "Secret Nation" 14.1:5
, "Sneakers" 10.5B:2 11.5:11
, "Without Rockets" 22.1:7
stories, "The Zanzibar Diet" 7.1:3-4

13.5:14-15
These are not listed because there

are toco many of them. Most were reviewed
in the .1 issues.

Robots, etymology

, mowing

. "R.U.R.
Rockets, Churchill rocket range

Science fiction, Byelorus

Speirs family,

4:4
5.9%3
" 21.1:10-11
22.1:7
11.1:14-15
, Canadian 1:5-7 2:11-13

, Canadian, National Library exhibit
23:11-12

Canadian, Flin Flon  21.1:15
comics, Grimbledon Down  3:3-6
Star Wars court case 16:8-10
Ukrainian 4:15

Jules Verne 3.5:14

general 13.5:2 16.5:10,13 19.
farm 14.5:15-16 19.5:7-8 22.
grandparents  11.5:3

niece and nephew 5.5:4
parents  10.5A:9-10,12-13
uncles 5.5:14-15 10.5A:13
veterinary practice 16.5:3 19.5:7-8

w

:4
4
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WorldCon, Glasgow  26:2-3
, Winnipeg 21:5-13,15 22:2-8 23.5:12

Zine fairs, Canzine 26.1:14-15
, Underground Press Conference 26.1:3

OPUNTTIA'S NUMBERING SYSTEM

.1 issues
.2 issues are indexes, and .5 issues
Tssues published are as follows.

Whole-numbered issues of OPUNTIA are sercon,
are reviewzines,
are perzines.

March 1991

May 1991

July 1991
Octoker 1991
November 1991
December 1991
Saturnalia 1991
Hogmanay 1991,/92
January 1992
February 1992
Early March 1992
Late March 1992
April 1992

May 1992

June 1992
Summer Solstice 1992
July 1992

Early August 1992
Late August 1992
October 1992
November 1992
December 1992
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11

11.
11.

12

12.

13

13-

14

14.
14.

15
16

16.

17

17.

18

18.

19

19.
19

20

20.

21

21.

29

22.
27

23

234
23.
23.

24

24,

=
2

26

26.
26.

1A
1B

08

Early January 1993
Late January 1993
Early February 1993
Late February 1993
Aapril 1993

May 1993

June 1993

July 1993

August 1993
September 1993
October 1993
November 1993
December 1993

January 1994
February 1994
March 1984
April 1994
May 1994

June 1994
July 1994
August 1994
September 1994
September 1994
October 1994
November 1994
December 1994
January 1995
February 1995
March 1995
April 1995
May 1995

June 1995
July 1995
September 1995
October 1995
November 1995
December 1995

Prickly pear. The name given to various
species of the cactaceous genus Opuntia, prickly
plants with pear-shaped fleshy edible fruit; also
the fruit itself. Formerly also Prick-pear, Prickle-
pear, Drickied pear. _

1760 J. Lee /nired. Bot. App. 322 Prickly Pear, Cactus.
1764 GRrainger Swugar-Cane 1. 530 On this lay cuttings of
the prickly pear; Lhey soon a formidable fence will shoot.
1825 Genil, Mag. XCV. 1. 318 The Jack-fruit, sweet sops,
sour sops, mannees, prickly pears. 1870 DisraELl Lotlatr
Ixxvi, Gardens enclo~ed with hedges ot prickly pear. 1877
C. Gex1e Christ (1879) 19 He will recognize such fruits as
the lime, the banana, the almond, and the prickly pear.

—ith wfae T_A Heraup Yoy, & Mem. Midshipae, ix.

|Opuntia (eprnfid). [L. Opuntia (sc. eréa),
a plant growing, according -to Pliny, about the
Locrian city Opus (acc. Opurnt-ent) in GGreece ; taken
by Toumnefort, 1700, as a generic name.] A large
genus of cactaceous plants; also, the fruit of a plant
of this genus; the Prickly Pear or Indian Fig.

Opuntia vielgaris, the Common Prickly Pear or Barbary
Fig, a native of America, is now naturalized on both shores
of the Mediterranean, in the Canary Islands, ete. . _

1601 Horraxp Pliny 11 99 About the city Opus there is
an herb called Opuntia, which men delight to eat: this
admirable gift the leafe hath, That if it be laied in the
ground, it will take root. x765 in \W. Stork Acc. East
Florida (1766) 79 The third sort of soil produces the cabbage-
tree,..the plumb-tree, and opuntia. 1785 MarTYN Aousseazn's
Bot, xxi. (1794) 287 Opuntias are composed of fiat joints
connected together. 1878 Hooker & BaLL J/arocco 277
Enclosed within massive hedges of Opuntia .

Hence Opuntioid a., resembling the Prickly
Pears. '

1857 BERKELEY Crpplog. Bof. 408 Remarkable for the
opuntioid constriction of the subfastigate branches.
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