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A bimonthly review of British paperback SFg publighed by Philip Stephengen-Fayne,

Domated free to the BSFA. Otherwise 10p an issue or selected trade.
Editorial Address: 'Lindon', 1, Lewell Avenue, 0ld Marston, OXFORD, 0X3 ORL.

Through lack of time and space there's no editorial or Index of Books this time
- apologies to anycne who misses them. I will pause only to thank my fellow reviewers,
and to welcome the three of them here for the first time, Robin Marcus (RM), Philippa
Grove—Stephensen(Pa), Mike Scotd Rohan(MR)9 Deborah Hickenlooper(DH) and Rachel

Vernon(RV), as well Keith Freeman forever duplicating.

o

ORSINIAN TALES by URSULA LEGUINs PANTIHR: 1961-76: 175ppe T5ps PG

' Thess eloven stories arc not SF, but like LeGuin's other fiction they talk
powerfully of the human spirit. Only in tuo of the storieg do the characters overlap,
but several are set in an unspecified east DBuropean country, which you may choose %o
think of as Orsinia. Its capital,; Krasnoy, scems 1o embody the dullness, the
oppressive forces of want and drabuness against which the human spirit constantly

has to struggle to achieve frecdom, or beauty. In some of these stories small people
win small victories - moments of joy or the consolations of companionship.
"Conversations at Night", for example, tells of how Sanzo Chekey, poor and blind,
finds love with Lisha, and how both acquire enough courage to take a long chance on
happiness — knowing the gamble may fail. The failures too are recorded here, in

"Ap Die Musik" a poor man with immense musical talent makes one effort to gain the
recognition which will allow him to ful1fill himgelf but, unable to compromige over
hig talent, he sinks into poverty which destroys him. "The Lady of Moge", on the
other hand, is destroyed by safety and comfort, achieved at the cost of a forced
compromige. LeGuin passes no judgements as she records the dark desperations which
drive men to savagery ("The Barrow") or the moments of beauty which preserve the
freedom of the spirit, even when not only body tut mind muet bow to captivity. These
understated tales, with their carefully wrought detail and immense compassion, are a
testament to LeCuin's imaginative power, craftmanship and humanity. (Pa)

GATEWAY by FREDERIK POHL: BALLANTINE: 1977s 31%pps T5ps BV

Robinette Broadhecad is & losor, and a coward. When he wins a lottery he decides
to spend the money on a get-rich-guick scheme by shipping out to Gateway. Tor
Gateway is a large asteroid full of alien gpacecralt, and nobody knows how to navigate
them., Voluntecers choose a journey stick, man a ghip, take the mystery trip out,
observe what they can and then return %o report — somebimos. In return Gatcway pays
them bonusecs depending on the value of what was discovercd and record the destination
of each journcy stick. Faced with the crews returning mad, dead or not at all,
Broadhead discovers hc cannot face the challenge and sits around waiting for the
fright' trip to come up. At the same time (to the reader) it is three yecars later
and Broadhead is talking to a robot paychiatrist about the 4rip he finally took, and
what happencd. Pohl masterfully carries the two threads together to their different
vet related climaxes. "Gateway" won him another, and well-deserved, Nebula this
vear, and proved he was still capablc of much more than the banality of "Man Plus".



MISLHESS OF NISTIESSES by E.R, EDDISON: DAL
~""Fhe Mezentian Trilogy, of which this book was the Tirst written, is a superbly
extravagant heroic fantasy. It is also uncompremigingly philogpphical, an offering
to the Goddess all noble creatures serve, giorious Aphrodite who inspires all human
beauty, be it of action or stasis. "Mistress of Migtresses” is set in the three
adjacent realmsg of Mezria, Rerek and Tingiswold, uneasily united under the young

and lovely Queen Antiope. Their governance is given over to an aristocracy greatly
varded in temperament and sophistication; some, like the paragon Legsinghmm and
Duke Barganax, trathing the highest aspirations of Renaissance Italys; others,
particularly Horius Parry, the Queen's Vicar in Rerek, cast in the more wolfish mode
of the Wars of the Roses. The crux of the plot lies in Leggingham's devotion to

+he rapacious Vicar (it takes three volumes properly to explain why), but more
central is the gradual recognition of Lesgingham and Barganax each in the other, and
the more mysterious and complex identification of Antiope and Fiorinda, Barganax!'
adored mistress, with the Goddess Herself, The narrative is scarcely less involved,
moving abruptly yet without jar from violent action to liesurely, jewelled description,
Spinozan metaphysiocs or rapturous love scenes. he only constant is a sense of
mirroring, of all the characters and events reflecting one another, potentially
infinitely. In "Mistress of Mistresses" the Goddess has many magical servitors,; but
not the least ig Eddison's majestically idiosyncratic prose, *hich refineg his
formidable material into an exquisite unity. (RM)

LANTINE: 19375 40lpps £1-103 MT
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SUAINE AND THE CROW-GOD by STUART GORDONi: NELs 19758 259Dps &1=328 LM
Despite the title this is a competent if charac
fahtasy. The plot tells of the ’sﬁpernatural' origins of Suaine's mother, who, we
are told, has come through time to achieve the salvation of her people, Who they
are (Atlanteans?), where their pride has bound them and how Suaine travels through
the Moon and beyond, firstly on a mythic level and then geemingly through time to a
realisation of who he is (a late 20th century Tigure) makes a complex and only just
comprehensible story. Stuart Gordon's fine sense of atmosphere and background is
in full play and his creations are largely compelling - tut the rcader may well end

the ook thoroughly bewildered. (Pa)

THE DROUGHT by J.G. BALLARD: PANTHRER: 1965 188ppsz B80ns CT

A thin film of industrial pollutiah covers the sea, preventing evaporation.
Gradually worldwide ithe rain stops and the land beglus to dry up, turing into desert.
Through this desiccated landscapc wander the loat Doctor Ransom — who had found his
soul in the river now vanished - the idiot Quilter, Jonas and his black suited fish-

erman, and other haunted & wraithlike figurcs. A compellingly bizarre book.

THE DEATH OF GRASS by JOHN CIRISTOPEER: SPHEREs 1956: 222pp: 85p

Christopher's most famous, and arguably best, science-fiction novel, A worid-
wide virug destroys all grasses, lcading to mags starvation and death., The bokk
follows a small group of survivors in England trying to find a2 permanent sanctuary.
As always with Christopher the characters are vividly vealised, the plot horrifyingly
convincing, and the denoucment bleakly satisfying. A shame he gave up the genre.,

THE OMEN by DAVID SELTZERs; FUTURA: 19763 192pps TOp
DAMIGN — OWEN 11 by JOSEPH HOWARD: FUTURAs 1078: 193pns 15D
Slightly above averagc series about the birth of the AntiChrigt in the 20th
century, baged on the films of the same name. The first sces the adoption, at
birth, of the child by the American Ambassador in London and the consequent destruc-—
tion of the femily as they get in the way. In the next book the child, Damien, has
moved tp a rich uncle in the US and proceceds to destroy that family as well,
Although over-gory, the books have a certain consistancy and rationale that make

them just readable., There will probably be many sequels.

WOVELLAs3 bi BEN BOVA: ORRIT:; 1939-52: 159pp: 85p: CF

A third collcction of three 'classic! novellas, again neglecting the unfamiliar
for the common. The storics (Van Vogt's "Black Destroyer", William Tenn's "Firewator",
Chandler's "Giant Killer") are cach good, but are too reoadily available elscwhere
to deserve reprinting Bere. Still, they'll probably sell the book.
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BLACK FOLES ed JERRY POURNELLE: ORBITs 1968-78: 334pps 99D

An outstanding collention of stories and articles about black holes of one
kind or another. Inevitably Larry Niven is represented, twice - with "The Hole Man"
about murder and message transmission by black hole, and "The Borderland of Sol"
where the hole becomes a method of piracy. There is the very moving "Kyrie" by Poul
Anderson, illustrating poignantly The theory that an object falling into a black
hole will seem, to an outside observer, to take forever to get there. (The same
point is the centre of the less successful "Gloria" by Gail Kimberley). Pournelle
himself, in "He Fell Into a Dark Iole" looks at the possible cause and uses of the
bursts of energy emitted by black holes, while in "The Venging" by Greg Bear these
Pursts because the objects of devotion of an alien religion. Even Reginald Bretnor's
Papa Schimmelhorn gets in on the act in "Pana Schimmelhorn's Yang", and Dian Girard
heretically designs a new form of garbage digposal in "The Wothing Spot". As well
as three other enjoyable stories and three pooms, there are four articles (three
by Pournclle and one by Robert Forward) lucidly explaining some of the background
physics - as well as introducing the magician producing half the theories; Stephen
Howking, to whom the book is dedicated.

THE SHATTERED CHAIN by MARION ZINMER DRADLEY @ ARROWs 19763 287pps 95ps N
STAR OF DANGER by MARION ZINMMER BRADLEYs: ARROWs 1965 1609ps (Ops M

By tracing the fortune of a minor character who appears in both books, one
can tell that "The Shaytered Chain" is set a gemeration prior tc "Star of Danger".
However the main problem of the Darkover books is that Bradley did not originally
conceive of & series, so that whean (as in this case) two books were written years
apart, the gains or losses cf one generation seem to have had little effect on the
next. Also the concerns of the earlier works are different from those of the
more sophisticated books of recent years. ngtar of Denger®™ is largely an adventure
atory of a young Terran and a Darkovan (Kennard Alton making his first appearance)—
a friendship fated ta have a vitak effect on the higtory of Darkover. "The
Shattered Chain" is a much more complex novel, centering on the !'Free Amaztns' -
an organisation of women dedicated to liberty and equality. I+4 tellg the stories
of three women, one Terran and two contrasting Darkovans, which together explore
the problems of a woman's position in a man's world. This ig one of MZB'g best
books, with an interesting plot and well-portrayed backgrounds and in Rohana
Ardais she has created a woman to catch and hold the imagination. Unfortunately
Arrow have chosen to issue these books with covers that are not only inaccurate, but
even offensive to Darkover fans. (Pa)

¥ 1K POHL: PANTHERs 1960: 133pns T5pe¢ BL

First published in 1960, and fairly good for the period. The characterisation
is minimal, and the plot - Homo Superior planning to 'thin the herd' of Homo
Sapiens, unmagked by an unworldly but astute mathematician -~ may have secened new,
once., The denouecment, a sort of Drunkard's Chase, is potty enough to be enjoyable.
Slight & dated, but good to read if you fancy some innocent fun. (DH)

TREDER
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DRUNKARD'S WALK by FRED

THE STOCHASTIC MAN by ROBERT SILVERBERG;FQQEQNETz_}975; 189nps 80p

- One of Silverberg's recent, disappointing novels. Lew Nichols makes a business
of stochastic prediction - extrapolating trends mathematically to 'oredict! the
future — and is relatively content with his cxistencej until he meets Martin
Carvajal. Carvajal secms able to tsee! the future directly, and is eager to teach
Wichols to do the same. The book is very polished, as always with Silverberg these
days, and has somc very entertaining ideas., Overall, however, the story is rather
ligtless and seems to wander aimlessly from episode to episode,

THE CABAL by SAUL DUNHs CORGI: 1978: 1T75pps T5p: CA

Surprisingly enjoyable yarn about a oriminal ' cabal! of five bizarre characters
- Vandal, Pinball, Roatax, Faction and Weckold - who are the only people who can
save Earth from invasion by the dreaded cAlmalesc. The plot is ludicrous - as the
five pcople outwit and conguer the invading flect of onc million spacecraft - but
the characters themselves are marvellous, and some pieces of description (the first
encountor with the Clock Mani the Bridges of Grief) arc delighful,




THE SWORD OF SHANNARA by TERRY BROOKS: FUTURAs 1977 726pps £1-75: BI

In a post-atomic world of elves,; dwarves and trolls, several thousand years in
the future, Shea Ohmsford, half-elven, sets out reluctantly on a quest for the Sword
of Shannara. Only he, as the last descendant of Jerle Shannara, can wield the sword
which can break the power of the Warlock Lord, a renegade druid, and the forces of
evil. With Shea goes a company of eight, including a-dwarf, two elves, Shea's faith-
ful foster brother, and Allanon, the powerful druid. A1l of which will sound
familiar to readers of LOTR, but worse is to follow as episoie after episode, and
indeed the very structure of the book, has been plagiarised from Tolkien. This is
especially unfortunate as Terry Brooks occasionally shows that he can invent
original, and quite interesting, characters. At last, about halfway through the
book the narrative becomes more original and picks up pace and excitement. When
writing his own stories, Terry Brooks is well worth reading. (Pal

STAR SONCS OF AN OLD PRIMATE by JAI'ES TIPTREE, JR.: BALLANTINEs 1969-76: 270pps75103sDS
Thero ave times when it seeme that Tiptree has fallen wvictim to her popularity,

and strives too hard in an attempt to live up to her reputation. This is mogt evident

in the longest story stery in this collection, "A NMomentary Taste of Being", about

a spacecraft gearching out worlds for colonigation that finds something rather unex-

pected. The story is polished and peopled with Tiptree peopl: and ideas, and would

have made a marvellous 40-page novellette. However, Tiptree has spun it out to 100,

and, sad to say, it becomes boring. Then there is "Houston, Houston, Do You Read",

another polished tale but with an over-stated "fomen's Lib! théme that would be

laughed at if the male/female roles were reversed,; or if it werc written by someone

less famous than Tiptree., The colPection is not all bad - "Your Haploid Heart" is

a brilliant story about a very unvsual method of reproductions "The Psychologist

Who Wouldn't Do Awful Things to Rats™ a vivid Ellisonian view of vivigectiony and

n"She Waitse for All Men Born" a stark look at a new evolutlonary step - but the

overall reaction is one of disappocintment.

TIE GENESIS MACHINE by JAMES P HOGAINls BALLANTING: 1978s 299pns 80p

Brad Clifford, brilliant mathematician, has developed a new model for the
creation of matter. Trying to pursue his research he runs into & wall of government
resistance. Bventually Brad finds a loophole in the system and together with his
friend and ally Aubrey Phillipsz - an equally brilliant applied physicist -~ sets out
to make the machines which will test his theory. However, once the potential military
use becomes obvious, officialdom again closes around them. The plot, though gripping,
is not wholly convincing, and the characterisation is undigtinguighed - the splendid
ccoontricities of Aub Phillipez partially compensate. The outstanding feature of
the book is the scientific extrapolation which 1is magterly and pervasives so pervasive
that at times it scems %0 take over, but lovers of hard SF will find in Hogan a new
leader of the fiecld. (Pa) '

FURY by IENRY KUTTNERs HAMLYN: 1947s 208pps 80p ‘
Mankind, having devagtated the Barth in = nuclear holocaust, huddles in pressur-

iged domes under the oceans of Venus, There they are ruled by the Immortals, a

privileged minority of genetically mutated families. Into one such family is born

Sam Harker. When his mother dies in childbirth his father takes revenge by 'mutilating!

the chdld so that he looks like an ordinary mortal and then abandoning him. As Sam

'Reed' grows up his denied heritage subconsciously forces him to wage a single-

handed war against the Immortals, even when he learns who he really is. A novel full

of sound and fury, bleak but enterfaining and s$ill very healthy after 31 years.

THE LAST STARSHIP FROM EARTH by JOHN BOYD: PENGUTN: 1968: 182pps 70ps PC
Tn a parallel world Haldanc IV defies convention by falling in love with a
student in a different course (he from Maths, she from Social Sciences). Although
they try to keep the affair secret, they are betrayed to the State and cxiled to the
desolate planct of Hell. Parts of the book are inspired, but on the whole it

secms very derivative and, at the end, implausible.

THE FURY by JOHN FARRIS: FUTURAs 1977s 34lpps 95p

The Tomorrow People strike again, with sex and violence added. In spite of all
this its quite complusive reading for thoge who like the genre, (RV)

!-Alr-



OHE BICEHTENNIAL MAN by ISAAC ASTIHMOV: PANTHERS 19664768 254ppe 85ps CF

it times Agimov's fame and popularity have geemed o exceed hig ability,
allowing him to pass off qubstondard material while resting on the laurelg of
"Hightfall® and the 'Foundation' trilogy. UHere at last is some fresh egidence of
the ability that won him that rerutation - in particular the title story, which is
possibly the best he has ever uritten., Set in his familiar field of robotics it
looks at the problem of an intelligent robot, Andrew Martin, who wants to be accepted
as a man, and the sacrifices he must make to claim hig humanity. The plot is not
startlingly innovative but Asimov has, for once, created a really convincing character
in Martin, and the reader rapidly becomes involved in hig troubles. An earlier
story dealing with a similar topic is Wihat Thou Art Mindful of Him", where a pair
of Tobots try to settle the implied question of the title ("But What is Man?") with
unsettling - though very logical - conclusions. Several of the other stories are
algo robotic in theme — "Feminie Intuition" which sees the return of Susan Calvin,
in an advisory capacityy "The Tercentenary Incident" about a novel security measure
to protect the President; "The Life and Times of Multivac" about a fight for freedom -
whatever that means., The other six stories are somewhat slighter, but none are
objectionable, and Asimov's interlaced chat is, as usual, entertaining. A very strong
collection — one to rival even "Nightfall and other stories".

207pp: &5pe BP

THE DAY OF THEIR RETURN by PQgphg@g@gﬁgﬁiﬁgggggg_ggig5m
Loogely a seguel 1o "The Rohel Worlds'", but without Faandry. Whilst rumours
multiply that the Elder Race will retura and redeem Acncas, Ivar, heir to the
leadership of that harsh and intriguing nlanet, but now a fugitive following an
abortive strike against the Terran Empire, roves among its peoples. HMeantime the
humane, introsvective Terran Commissioner Chunderban Desai seekd to find and
reconcile him, while other off-worlders pursue their hidden purposes. An easy,

entertaining book, competent rather t+han brilliant. (RH)

THE FENRIS DEVICE by BRIAN STABLEFORD: PAN: 1974s 156pps 60p
SWAN SONG by BRIAN STABLEFORDs PAN: 1975 158vps 60p

oo FiTih oznd sisth 'Hooded Swan' adventures., In "The Fenris Device" dour,
cynical Grainger is once again bullied into trying the near impossible by the man
who owns his soul, and once again hag to be helped out, in extremis, by the alien
who shares his mind. In "Swan Song", having left Charlot and the 'Hooded Swan',
he finds that the outside world is as unpleasant as Charlot's service and returns
to the 'Hooded Swan' for a rescue migsion which only he an that ship can perform -
if anyone can. In Grainger Stableford has oreated a real individual, largely
avoiding psychological cliches. Though none of the books in this series (of which
these are the las%) is much more than a competent adventure atory, the ups and
downs (through to the hitter-sweet ending) of Grainger's relationship to "the Wind"
in particular and the rest of the world in general, give these bboks a touch of
clagss. (Ba)

ANCIENT, MY ENEMY by GORDON R DICKSO0N s SPIHERIS 19§i:ggguggingi;1iggmgﬁ

A book worth reading, if only for the Hitle story — which is one of Dickson's
best. Short but complex, it tells of the conflict on 2 packwoods planet between
Kiev Archad and the native Hehog, who is convinced that it is his destiny to be
killed by Kiev. The stark reality of the story and the bleak inevitability of the
ending combine to make a powerful tale., None of the other eight stories reach the
same standard — but some arc certainly good - "he Bleak and Barren Land" about
the conflict between technology and 'magic's "In the Bone" on the effective ruth-
leseness of man as a species; "The 0dad Oncs" in which mankind is unkowingly judged
by the delightful Lut and Snorap. Dickson is definitely an author who bears watching.

DAINATION ALLEY by ROGER ZELAZNY: SPHERE: 1969: 157np: Hopf 8

ﬁbger Zelazny's ciassic post~ﬂgiocaus%'advonture roissued to tic in with the
recent film, Hell Tanner, cx-Hell's Angel, has to crose a ravaged and radioactive
America to take some vital serum to Bostonb The story is light, fagt-paced fun,
though this edition is ruined by an appalling 'film' cover which bodes ill for the

book's transference to the screen.
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WiE OPELUCHI HOTLINE by JOMN VARLEYs ORBIT: 1977: 237pps 85p

One of the Ffirst of the GQuantum 3F series — books 'sgelected by Isaac Agimov and
Ben Bova' — "The Ophiuchi Hotline" is a very competent first novel. Bix hundred years
in the future nmankind is perched precariously on the lMoon and a few scattered colonies
in the Solar System — the Barth having been devastated by the mysterious "Invaders"
now settled on Jupiter. TFor the last four hundred years mankind has alsc been listen-
ing to information broadcast, apparently, from the Ophiuchi star system, gaining
immense technological information from the small pieces they can decode. The novel
deals with Lilo, a renegade geneticist employed by 'Boss! Tweed (sic) to help in a
project to defeat the Invaders, and her subsequent rebellion. As with many first
novels, the book suffers from over-complexity (in addition to the above, there is a
lot on cloning) and inexperience, but apart for that it is really veryzy good.

11 THE OCEAN OF NIGHT by GREGORY BENFORD: OREIT: 1072-7T7s 333nps 95ps PJ

liigel Walmsley, the first man to explore an alien spacecraft, becomes convinced
that the salvation of an over-crowded and sadly polluted world lies in the knowledge
to be gained from such contact. Twice he rasks the safety of the globe - or so bis
gsuperiors think - to find that knowledge, but gains only frustration. Then the
remains of a third craft are found on the Moon and Nigel finds an answer, but not
the one he expected. The book well conveys the frustration and disappointment as
twenty years go by and nothing is achieved, but there is much wore as other plot
strands - the involvecment of the New Song of God for instance - add initially to the
interest, but later to the frustration of the reader trying to work out what it all
adds up to. The book is clever and convincing, but at some crucial points is
also incomprehensible. (Pa)

TRAVELLING TOWARDS EPSILON ecd MAXIM JAKUBOWSKI:NELs 1956-753 288pps £1-15s JP

An uneven collection of modern French SF., Prize of the book must be Jacques
Sternberg's brief "How's Business?" about a planet where soap-making is carried to
‘perfection - as an art rather than a business. There is algo Gefard Klein's moving
"Jonah" concerning the only man whe can tame the Leviathans of Outer Space. "Delta”
by Christine Renard & Claude Cheinisse imagines vividly a society where three sexes
are necessary for a marriage. "Thomag" by Dominique Douay looks curiously at the
man destined o rule the world. On the whole the other ten stories are much poorer,
but the book is of mild interest to those interested in foreign SF.

SCIENCE FICTION cod JAMES GIBSON: JOHN MURRAY: 1896-1957s 120pps 60ps GW

Other than labelling this book as part of "The Short Story Serieg", therc is no
publisher's blurb, iniroduction, story notes or anything to indicate the ratiomnale
behind the selection of these eleven stories. BEach of them is good, though not out-
gtanding, and the choice is very eccentric - ranging from George Griffith's "The Raid
of Le Vengeur" to Philip Dick's "Impostor", with two stories by John Christopher,
yet nonc, for example, by John Wyndham. With some notes, explanation, or biblio-
graphy it might have been entertaining — without them its eminently ignorable.

SHOCK 2 by RICHARD MATHESONs SPHERN: 1952-62s 15T7pps 852
L collcction of 13 well-crafted storics, some touching, some humourous, and a
fow decidedly blood-chilling. The worst of the horror comes from Matheson's pecrcep-—
tion of what men can inflict on cach other in their ignorance and cruclty. MNany of
these stories will be familiar to anthology readers, for example the funny "A
Flourish of Strumpets" and the rather horrid "Graveyard Shift". The collection
highlights Matheson's ability to tell a neatly pointed talc, though none of these

storics are as masterly as "Hell House". (Pa)

THX 1138 by Bon Bovas PANTHER: 1971: 157ppe T0p ,
Hovelisation of the screenplay oIl George Lucas! first (SF) film about a blcak
future where cverybody is controlled by drugs and nonatored by the policec. It

made a mildly entertaining film, but a relatively boring book.

FAR OUT by DAMON KNIGHT: MAGHUMs 1949-60: 223pps 90ps CM

Another 13 of Knight's short stories. For the 50s they are all guitc competent,
but none are outstanding and they seem very dated today, even the classics like
"Babel II" and "Idiot Stick".
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HIID FROH TEE ABYSS hy JARET T MORRIS: BANTAM: 19783 33%pns &Hp

B 1% the end of the second Silistra novel BEgiri, the sexy byt far from stupid
daughter of a World-Shaper, is captured by a hitherto unknown relative Khys, Dharen
of Silistra, absolute ruler of the planet. He declares all her prior adventures
merely the result of his 'hesting'! or manipulation of future probabilitiesg, and strips
her of power and memory. Khys dominates book three, "iind from the Abyss", though
all the earlier protagonists are caught up in the anthor's highly competent plot
intraocacies. Despite a long very boring opening section the book does eventually
gather momentum - abduction, intrigue and outright conflict climaxing iun a rather
good family quarrel on the planet Estri herself had once called into existence and
its violent repurcussions for Silistra. The reflective but illuminating closing
chapters neatly round off the trilogy while leaving room for further developmentso(RM)

ECOTOPIA by ERNEST CALLENBACHs PLUTC FRESSS 19758 167pps £1-20s BS

In 1980 the West Coast states of the USA declared Indenendence and for 20 years
have remained in near—total isolation from the rest of the continent. "Ecotopia",
the new state, is dedicated to a 'stable-state' ecology and economy and has also
developed a radical gocial system - in fact a complete Alternate Society. Now, on
the brink of the 21st century, Will Weston, the USA's top jourralist, is going to
Ecotopia to tell the still 'consumer' society of America what this largely unknown
country is really like. The book is half his private diary on that trip, and half
the reports he sends back. Predictably the book is 2 conservationigt's dream, but
although the numcrous arguments that Callenbach uses are well-put, they do not create
a living atmospherc. This dAcs not matter so much in the 'Jjournalist' pieces - they
are convincing as nowspaper articles - but the tdiary' sections give an appallingly
naive account of a dresadfully predictakle story. (Pa)

THE CONDITION OF KUZAK ?E;EE?HAEE.MGOqucﬂg.EPEEégéf 1977s 272pps 95ns BS

For ihis fourth and 'last! of the Jerry Cornelius quartet, lioorcock won the
1977 Guardian Piction Prize which, though a little surprising, ig not undeserved.
I+ is the most polished, and most approachable, of the Corneclius books providing
some explanation for the series in general. Moorcock suggests, through two
characters' conversation, that Cornelius represents a radically different look at
the technological twentieth century - he ie a character uniquely at one with the
technology and industrialisation, rather than marvelling at mechanistic wonders or
pining for ecological primitivism., The hook still will not appeal to many, but it
is probably the easiest, and most rowarding, introduction to Cornelius.

FLUKE by JAMES HERBEﬂgi_ﬁELz_}gjzjugégiﬂlijiﬂgijﬁﬂ
A delighful novol, showing that Herbert has more in him than the standard 'nasty'.

From the day he was born, Fluke realiscd there was morc to him than just being a

dog - he had vague memories of a 'before', when he was something else. Gradually as

1e grows older his memory sirengthens and he remembers part of his previous life as

2 man and sets out to find his cx~family, Herbert blends a careful mixture of humour -

sg Fluke learns to become a dog — and seriousness - as he gtrives to retain his

humanity - and portrays the world od dogs with imaginative flair.

STAR TREEK 12 Dby JANWES BLISH & J.A. LAWRENCE; CORGI: 1977s 177nps 90p

When James Blish diecd ne left Star Trek 12 uncompleteds since then Judith
Lawrence has finished the remaining two stories. The adaptations are as competent
as ever, and it is impossible to tell where the suthorship changes. On the other
hand the episodes in this volume were not the most eathralling ones and they remain
rather duil. lowever there are a useful pair of appendices, listing the episodes
alphabetically, and the contents of cach of the books. (Pa)

LOCDSTAR by STEPHEN GOLDIN(& EQE,SMITH):PAQTHER:;ngsEi%gQggaaggg
Yvetto DiAlembort finally marries Piag Bavol and they g£o {0 his home for a
honeymoon., The reception is not all they might wish so, booted off the planet, they
single-handedly take over a pirate ship that happens to be passing. Meanwhile
Yvette's brother Jules is yet again outwitting the ' cosmos—spanning conspiracy’

organised by Lady A. The predictability od the scries ig becoming tedious.

THE BLOCDSTAR CONSPIRACY
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NEDULA AVARD STOHIES 1l ed URSULA K LIGUINg CORGIL:¢ 1974/5¢ 253pps 951

& zood year for award winners. The novelia award went o Roger Zelazny for "Home
is the Hangman", a moving story of the robot returned from space to claim his heritage
from his designer. The novellette category was wom by the late Tom Reamy for "San
Diego Lightfoot Sue", a touching tale of two lovers and the desperate attempt to cross
the 30 years of age that seperate them. Best short story was Fritz Leiber's amusing
"Catch That Zeppelin", another parellel world tale, Also in the collection are Joe
Haldeman's imaginative "End Game" (the conclusion of "The Forever War"), P.J, Plauger's
nghild of all Ages" about an unusual immortal, and Harlan Ellison's bizarre "Shatterday"
where a man suddenly encounters himself, The only disappointing items are Craig
Strete's "Time Deer" and the essays by Peter Nichols and Vonda McIntyre.

HMIDWORLD by ALAN DEAN FOSTER: ORBIT: 1970 213pp: 85ps PJ
Tn the middle of a tropical forest fmile tall, mankind has carved itself a
precarious niche. The descendents of a crashed colony ship, regressed almost to
savagery, live in harmony with the creatures and plants around them. The equilibrium
is shattered one day by the arrival from the sky of a gleaming metal sphere with a
couple of people in it. Born, the dreamer of the tribe, agrees to guide the pair
through the thick forest to their t8tation', but even he is unprepared for the alien
ways and beliefs of the strangers, who ultimately become his enemy. The story is
somewhat naive, but the ecology is fascinating, and gome of the questions raised relevant.

WHEN THR WORLD SHOOK by H.RIDER HACGARD: BALLANTINE: 1918: 338pps 65n: MH

Out-of-copyright fantasy writers with enormous outputs make good publishing
business, and Haggard is among the best. Hig plots and characters do repeat them-
selvesg, self-sacrificing young women popping up with gado-masochistic regularity,
but his imagination is genuienly powerful. Here hig gallant explorers turn up a
couple of survivors of a great global civilisation, its demi-god ruler and his
(eventually self-gacrificing) daughter. There is some good old World War I Hun-
bashing, but if thie and similar symptoms of the time don't worry you, you'll have
a 'thundering good read', (MR)

THE PEOPLE OF THE MIST by H,RIDER HAGGARD: BALLANTINE: 1894: 365pps T0ps DS

The characters are all from the stock Rider Haggard mould - the proud and very
beautiful woman; the noble and handsome mang the faithful but stupid black servant.
The situationz — misfortune leading a man with 2 Quest to Africas the rescue from
evil slavers; the hunt after fabulous jewels belonging to a lost race - arc cqually
unsurprising. 8o, like most formula novels, this book will satisfy thosme afier
"another Rider Haggard" and disappoint those after something original or different. (Paf

THE WORLD'S DESIRE by H.RIDER HAGGARD & ANDREW LANGs DALLANTINE: 1890s 238pp: 60ps M
fiot quite the usual Haggard, largely due 16 the co-authorship of Andrew Lang,

the famous authority on myth and fairy-tale (and who is acknowledged in only Zinch
letters on the cover). Unforitunately it's 2lso less readable, being entirely in a
pgeudo-biblical archaic style which is as musty as a boarding-house aspidistra. It
mixes the Odysseus legend, much lcicked aboubt, with that of the Egyptian Helen, built
up into a kind of eternal female, the "World's Degire". Despite occasional bursts

of turgid poetry and tedious philosophising, it has moments of genuine power, (MR)

DEUS IRAE by PHILIP K DICK & ROGER ZELAZNYS SPHEE@i_Liﬁgiug?Onps_an

Tibor Mchasters, limbless artist, journeys in search of Carl Lufteufel, the
man who started World War III. For the Servants of Wrath, a burgeoning post~cataclysm
sect of the gloomiest variety, require a portrait of their god. he leftover machines
and assorted mutants he meets are appropriately macabre, the humour suitably dark -
but only in the denouement of its rambling plot does the book rise above the self-
indulgent. (BH)

WARLORDS OF ATLANTIS by PAUL VICTORs FUTURA: 19783 158pp: 102

Reading as though it were written by the special effecis department, this book-
of-the-film lacks 2 convincing plot, internal consistency ancd any sort of character-
isation., Unfortunately as the girl was left behind in the asteroid-undler-the-sea

we gtand in grave danger of a sequel. (Pa)
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T:E HIBTCR:

EHCR FICTTION MACGAZTNFS PART TWOs .

-1945 ed MICIAEL ASHLEYS
Hihs 1930-43¢ 208pmse £1-5

The second volune of liike Ashley's sterling higtorv. ALs Yefore the book begins
with a long (75 page) introduction on the higtory of SF mags in the given ten years
fascinating as ever, and concludes with ten very ugseful bLibliographies of tem
renresentative aunthors during the neriod. Sandwiched between the two are ten stories,
one from each featured author., Unfortunately, in striving to avoid the familiar,
Mike Ashley has dug out relatively poor samples, even for the period. An invaluable
boolr for the serious collector, but of little interest to the cas sual reader.

H _._rJ_1 2

FUTURE PERVECT ed il BRUCE FRANKLIN: OUPs 19663 . ) D
An athempt o Llook at American hineteenth cen urv SP ‘and to malke a few points
about major authors of the veriod via their excurs jonsg into the genre, A couple of
the stories are worth reading. DIdzar Allan Poe's "Mellonta Tauta" takes a delightfuli;
sarcastic look at contemporary philogophy from the hindsight of the 29th century.
Melville's "The Bell Tower" is a fascinatingly stark parable of man's slriving
against Fate., The rest however are relatively uningpired and Mr Franklin's dry, and
often inchoate, introductions only make the booi more tedious, even to the student.

RAVEN 2: A TINE OF GHOSTS by RICHARD EIRK: CORCIs 19785 203,08 80pe CA
Yore uaexceptlonal sword and gorcery. This time Raven hag H0 release her friend
Condar Lifebane from suspicion of kidnapping, save the Altanate from invasion and do
7,

hattle again with weapommaster Doawayune and the evil sorcerer Belthis. There are a
few flaghes of imagination, out generally the bool: remains dull.

15 GREEN MAI

3#“ [ —_—

| by KINGSLEY AMIS: PANTIERs 1969: 175pns 95

Haurice Alllﬂtﬂam knows that uis coaching inn, "ihe Green Man", has not been
haunted Ffor years, though the ghost of the ginister Dr Underwood used to wallz there,
so when he starts seecing ghosts he tries to investigate. Unfortunately Maurice is a
known alcoholic, sgo his 'apparitions' are 1iemigsed ag delirium tremens by everyone
else, Maurice's investigations and their hizarre results are told with Amis' ironic
appreciation of the escatological. It secms likely that the intellectual force
behind the book would yield more dividends after a second reading, if only omne
covld face Hauriee Allingham again, (Pa)

S: FUTURAs 1978‘ 219pps 80n

CAPRICORN ONE by BERNARD I ROSS & POTER JIYAW
& wish-ful fillment p1om “at once ne'alnmaplao and banals the US | Soace Program is

rotten to the core and only the cou¢m9e and clevernegs of a young newsman (in the

face of the Mafia, the FBI, HASA and the Fetworks) can lay bare its slimy heart.

This implausible lark is graced witn much easy cynicism, chean moraliging, an

indulgent ethnic charity that makes the teeth urt and ex tlemelJ clunsy writing. The

most appropriate resmonse to "Capricorn Onc'" is to drop it in the bath. (BH)

TREK TOTONOVEL 4s A TASYEH OF ARMACHDDONS TAks 19703 Dg C
Thesge bcotmsclqur'Foroaovela'“dve heen hallod as "superh momentoes" of the
episodes. Unfortunately the choice of colour stills, the presentation of the
dialogue and especially the interpolated comments tend also $o emphasise the

worst asmects of the series. (Pa)

RIODAN 343 ORTITs 1973
"L HODAN 352 1015 b “,_-:' f}'-r*" OREITs 1973
aving heen almovt ‘defeated hy a horde of deadly teddy-bear
looks for a foe nearer hig size and in PR35 picks on a group of two-inch 10ng ;ouot
insects — and almost loses. The first bool:, for some weird reason, aleo contains

two trivial short stories & part 3 of a serial- all nothing to do with Rhodan,

THE 0IL HEIST by W,A. FARBINSON: CORGI: 1978: 188pos 99p .

Four years ih the future a pgroup oF terrorists capiure one of the North Sea

0il rigs and threaten to explode a nuclear device (which will destroy the rig aund
mich of the oil field) if their demands are not met. Almost singlehandedly, Ricketis,
an ¥nglish '"{toolnushert, defies and then defeats them., The nplot is coeny but fast~-
moving, and occagloaall3 thought=-provoking.
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FOUTURE FACTS by STEPHEN ROSEN: CORGTs: 19762 535pps £1-95 euln e
Ain amazing compendium of things recently digcovered or developed that might become

part of everyday life in 10-100 years time. My Rosen has collated information on over

200 items ranging from self-lighting cigarettes to thermonuclear fusion, ®ach piece

containing a short description of the subject, (vevally) an associated illustration,

and a brief comment from the author on the social implioa‘tions/impao‘l:o The style is

immensely readable and informative, and the book has an excellent index, making

this a welcome addition to any reference shelf.

A FIELD GUIDE TO THE LITTLE PEOPLE by NANCY ARROWSMITH & CGEORCE MOORSEsPAN: 197729 Tpps95D
The authors have gathered together a fair amount of folk material on some 80
supernatural beings from across Lurope , producing entires that make fascinating
reading with their description of the natural ‘habitat! and nhysical appearance of many
assorted varieties of elves, often with illustrative tales. Their divigion into 'light
elves', ‘dark elves' and 'dusky elves' seemd to be rather arbitrary, and the illust-
rations are decidedly uningpired. For those wanting information on the range of
Buropean elves hhis book will be useful, though not as comprehennive or well written

as Katherine Briggs survey of Britain in "A Dictionary of Fairieg". (Pa)

PLEASE EXPLATN by ISAAC ASINOVe CORONETs 1973 191lpps_85p
For a number of years Asimov ran a column in Science Digest, answering briefly any
general scientific guestions put to him. In this book he hag collected 100 of the

more intercsting, forming a compilation both fascinating and informative.

SCI-FI NOW by ALAN FRANK: OCTOPUSs 1978: S0nps £1-95
Theoretically & survey of science fiction films in the last 10 years ("2001" to
"Star Wars") this book is as uninspiring as its appalling title implies. Alan Frank
is no expert in the field and, judging by the brief, often inaccurate, summaries
given to them, appears not even to have scen some of the more important films (qu.
"Solaris", "Man Who Fell to Barth"). Of those covered more fully, his evaluation is
intensely and unckitically personal, overderiding ambitious films he disliked
("Zardoz will remain rubbish - on a monumental scale") while raving for columns over

trivia like "It's Alive" oe "Horror Express".. The glossy pictures aren't worth it.

TEACUP FORTUNE-TELLING by JO SHERIDANS MAYFLOWER® 197§im19§1$§L£§33

Tost of this book is taken up with a dictionary of the gymbols used in reading
tea leaves and their interpretations, which appears comprehensive. Also included
ig a chapter on how to give a reading from the tea~leaves, with some encouraging
examples., The only thing lacking is instructions on how %o tell which patterns the
leaves have drawn - telling a rabbit from a hare could be important asg they have
very different meanings. (Pa)

MAN AND THE STARS by DUNCAN LUNAW: CORGIs 1974s 400pps £1-25

Tor the most part a portentous but rather lTightweight book about travelling to
OUT THERE (part one) and contact with THEH (part two)s what originality it had has
faded since its first appearance in 1974. My Lunan has done an admirable Jjob of
collating his many sources, but the scicnce ranges from the superficial to the
suspect. The last 100 pages venture into Daniken territory, perpetuating some of
von D8s clagsic howlers, and attempting o use modern pyramidology in the interpret-
ation of some radio signal echoes recorded haphazardly in 1928/9 to reveal the
presence of a probe from Epsilon Bootes. I don't believe a word of it - no probe
could be that damn  silly. (HR)
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