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Back to normal thisg issue, with editorial and index restored, the latier
missed more than the former Issuspect. L re egrettable number of typographical
errors again this ilssuey Ttm afraid - I seem aluays to have yeen on the noint of
falling asleep as I typed. Honefully the result is st41] sufficiently legible.

A few morc artiste identified on IT.4 - thanks as always to Tim i'ickard for
hig assigtance— "Black Holcs" cd Pourncllie -~ Anthony Rohertes; "The Stochastic

M N

"”h~ Fenris Device" aund "SwanSoug" Stableford
lic kies "The Ophiuchi Hotling" by Varlcy -

Man" by Silverberg -~ Jim Durns?s
and "Nebula Award Stories 11" - ingus

Chiig Fossy "Star Trok 12" ¢d 3lish - S, Fantoni (mllas fddic Joneg). Orbit have
adopted a policv of noming artists in their Wowslcetters (I don't know why they
won't orecdit fthem on covers, but it's better than nothing ) lcaving Fan, Corgl

and Sphere as the major offenders romaining. Anyone with time for a lettor might
care to write fo the I'rcss Officers thecre to try to persuade the While you're
at it, how about trying to mersuade them that the bleary wum,*s Joc Feiagno
aroduccg do justicc to no book and can only hurt sales - ‘he's ruined another
book thig issuc ("Cdd John' ) - arc Art Dircctors deOLd of tastc?

I mugt 4100 cxnress my disgust at the publication of "The Black Hoon" by
Saul Dunn & Corgi ant attempt to scll a om rly novel on the str

“)
of a totally uncomnccted sorics. Docs the Trades Do ptlon Act cover such
misdircction?

o

good

a hlatd Hgth
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Anyway, time left juat to thonk my fellow reviercrs - Rohin Marcus (RM),
Philippa Grove-Stenhenscn (Pa), liike Scott Rohan (Kn) nnd Deborah Hickcnlooner (DH)
Thanlks olso to EKeith Freemon for the duplicating, and to Crog Hillg for suggosted ed

'improvemen in the masthead (soe above) I don‘t kuow "'m if I likc them.
KEY 70 ARTISTS

oI = Sob Fowke F3 = [gank Bellamy Y3 = :saul Bowdcn

UE = Hob Haberfield @D = Gino D'Achille vC = roter Cross

Br = Bob rarkin g = Gilbert Williams TT = icter &lson

BT = Bill Taylor 7D = H.R. Van Dongen Tg = icter Cudynas

BV = Bom Venosa JE = Jim Burns P¢f= Yeter Goodfcllow
Ci = Chrig Achillecos JB4= John Butler 1d = VYeteor Joncs

Cim= Candy Amsden Jo = Joe ictagno i o= hodnev latthews
CF = Chris=z Foss LI' = Frank Kelly Trcas Ittlc= Talph McQuarric
H = Colin Hay I = Mic g = Satty

Cii = Cliff Mcleynolds HF = llichacl Freceman TR = Tony roberts



LOPD FOUL'S BANE by STEPHEN DONALDSONs FOUTANAs 1977s 446pns £1-25s PGE
T ILLEBARTII WAR by STEPIRI DOHALDSOE;MEQ;?ﬂHAs 19772 479pps &£1-233 PET
TEL FOWER THAT PRESERVIS by STEPHEI DONALDSOlis FOUTALAs 1977s 447ops £1-25s PG

Thormas Covenant, a young highly successful aunthor, was shattered to find he had
levrosy. After six months in a leprsarium, he returns to his home town, only to
find himself an outcast. A4Lfter a strangs, cryptic encounter with an old beggar, he
finds himself in another world, in the presence of an evil power calling himself
Lord Foul the Despiser, who gives Covenant a message 40 "the Lords". GCovcnani
tyakes! to find himsclf in 'the Land', a world he ncithoer knows nor understands,
reluctantly carrying not only the message but also, in the form of his white—-gold
wedding ring a powerful "wild magic" which neither he, nor anyonc ¢lse, knows how
to usc. ULventually Covenant rcaches the Lords only to find himgelf caught up in the
conscquences of his message — tho quest for the Staff of Law, which forms tho
sccond half of the first book, at the cnd of which he ig roturnsd o his own world.
Twice more he is summoncd to the Lend by thoso who hone to usc hes wild magic to
gin their war agoinst Lord Foul, and Covenant, treated as o Lord himgelf becausc of
his ring, rcluctontly allows himsclf to beecome involvcd in the atrugelo,

This mammoth trilogy has scveral foaturcs common to this tyne of fantosy -
powerful Lords, a beautiful land, o stroag city under sicge, o war against a master
ovil, a guest cte. cfc. Sometimes Donaldson's imagination lots him down end the
result is o stock image or situation, and occagionally it runs away with a1
the rosult is far-fotched (the Sprites) or twee(the initial impression of the Giants),
but for the mogt part he coaveys g clear ond thoroughly intcgrated view of his ;
fantasy world, His story is also, geacrally spoaking, well told, though some
incidents secem ingcricd without adequate vreparation, and his grasp of the talc is
large cnough in scovnc to match the high and dangorous natters in which he doals,

Most cemecinlly he is not afraid of the shattcring offccts that such cvents have on
nd derrible, cspecially in the last
1o Toundations of a world

he innocont: therc is much that is bleoak a7
volume, which rings very truc - o wor thiat is destroying th
would, onc foolg, hove conscouences thie grim,
But, in thce end, thesec hooks stand or £211 on the character of Thomas Cobenant —
their greatest strenpgth and thelir crontost weoknesg. For mogt of thesc 1400 pagos

[(FE 1)

Covenant tries to stay uninvolved - even with the conscguollees of hig own action or
innction. For him this world with its burgconing health and curc for lonrosy is a
dangorous sclf-dclusgion, a fantasy world drcamed up by himgelf in an attempt to
cgcape his illnoss, his powerlossness and his ostrocism. So he calls himsclf

1ohe Unbeliever" - having also lost his faith both in bumanity and in himsclf,
Covenant's fight with himsclf over the reality of the Land, over the lorm which his
attitude docs and over the devotion which he mogt unwillingly rceecivos Torms o major
strand of the book. Donaldson's incxnericnce ot presenting character make 21l this
scem ot first like sclf-pity, pctilshness or cvon downright stupidity; rand onc's

1rck of awarcncss of Covenant's probloms con ot first scriously disrunt onc's rcactions

to thc first boolk. Latcr comprchoension grovg, and with it compassion for this ncar
trogic figurc. He docs sband at the contre of these books, and the flaws in him and
hig prescentation may reagonuably repel sgome ¥« s, but for mogt thc pace of the
story and the power of Donaldson's vision will propel thonm through "The Chronicloes

P

of Phomas Covenaut, the Unboliever". (P=)

THE PLAGUE DOGS by RICHARD ADAMSS :
After two brilliannt novals;hﬁr Ld-me scems te have docided he dpogn't have to

woc his public any morc, and has produced o fatally £1awed bool. "Phe Plaguc Dogs"
ne three basic foults. Firstly, Adans prooches - nbout auimal caxporiments - to o
corroo obstructive to the book. Sccondly, hc cxhibite o tendency to ramblc, spondang

“
vages culogising the Lake District for instancc - a proccedurc with much historical
srocodont, but irritating for »11 that. Most destructive, however; is hig cxcegsive
sc of loecal dialect for tho main characterse. ow books could survive tho offort of

ronslnting sentences like "Just tappy lappy doon th' bonkside an' grab it bH' th!
chollers cot o' th! hirscel" overy paragrophi Or 8oy and on top of the other problems
it makes the wholc book a tedious drudge. Parts of the book arc good, nnd the
inforior illustrations by L. Wainwright werc an ingpiration - but it's not really
vorth rcrding.
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ODD JOHN by OLAF STAPLEDON: NELs 1935¢
In hig lifetime, Claf Stapledon publisghed only five wmajor novels, and yet with
those few he left a lasting mark on the field of science fiction, To Tind three of

(R

them reprinted in the same month is a treat. "Dast and First ien" takes a cosmic
view of the evolution of man from the prescnt (1930) 40 the year 2,000,000,000 when
the last vestiges of man wait on the icy wasics of Neptune for the death of the Sun.
After some inaccurate prophecies of the near fuiurc, Staplcdon traces the development
of our current civilisation to its incvitable downfall scveral thousand years in
the futurc, the rise of the civilisation of the Seccond Lecn, the invasion of the
Martians, the rise and fall of the Third Iicn, and so on through Man's transformation
and migration to Venus and, ultimately, to Neptunc where the narrator, a member of
the Bightecnth Human Specics, sits recording Mankind's history. In "Last llen in
London" Stanledom narrows his vision and, using the samc Neptunian narrator,
investigates the Earth of the carly twontieth century, particularly the follies
of the Tirst World War, tracing mainly the adventures of his hero Paul, bui cxpanding
2%t times to a more gencral view of mankind. Finally, in "0dd John", Stapledon
restricts his scope wven further to examine onc character, John Wainwright, Homo
Suverior, and his struggle to comc to terms with twenticth contury humanity. It
is a far lighter book than the other two, and is alonc in having a plot, but is
algo concerned with examining the shortcomings of maukinc. Stapledon's thesis
throughout is that Hanlkind, though capable of individual grandeur (Panl, as influenced
by hig Neoptunian 'parasite') and of evontual racial harmony (tne Eighteeuth Hon),
ig ‘oo blinded by rages and netty jenlousies to gurvive in his currcnt form. Hver
he vhilosopher, Stapledon » cacnts a refroshingly sonc view (cepccially in "Last
licn in London") of how life should and can bo run. Remarkablc for their insight,
imagination and innovation, this trio of books dcgerves closs attention, despite
Yhoir often turgid style — and let us hopc it is nor long beforc "The Star laker"

by OLAX- STAPLUDON : HAG

and "Sirims" arc again in print.

THE THREE DAUOSELS by VERA CHAPIIAN: TAGNUHs 1076: 352vpps £1-29: PQL

Here arc threc Arthurian fantasics in one volume, The Tirst is a retclling
of "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight", tlic obher two arc bascd on lislory, telling %
the story of Lynct and the cnd of the Arthurian agc. Vera Chavman invents a
numbor of characters not to be found in Halory, notably Ursulet, Arthur's deughter
and heroine of the third story. These storics arc @ little %too slight, and the
connocotion hotweehk the first and the others is 2 1ittlc forccd, but on the whole
they are honcst and straightforward renderings, true to the gpirit af the originals.
hey arc also well thought out, if not sparklingly original, (Pa)

CH?

An impressively unusual novel. In a strange underwater world where there
appears to be no gravity and little air, lives the Clan, a race of aquatic humanoids,
Below them, at the cenire of the world, lives theoir mystcrious deity, Ka, to whom
all things return. When their universe is di
groun swimsg down to investieatc the comge, only to cucounter Ka and be scent on a

gao

1.EDUSA'S CHILDREN by BOD SHilWs PAN: 1977: 15721

1

mission far stranger than they could imaginc. Bob Show ig consgistontly catertaining
and. sparklingly innovative, and this is onc of hig hest novels go far.

DOORWAYS TN TTim SAND by ROCER ZELAZNY: STAR: 1976: 185
Prod Cassidy is the beneficiary of an unusual wil o, large

personal income while a studont, which will torminate unon hisg graduation. MHe is
content to stay an cternal student, shifting subjcct oftcn cuough to save himself
from bhoing automatically graduated, but whon he storts hearing voices in his head,
life gets morce complicated. Somchow scveral alicns, squads of galactic police and
a curious dovice which inverts various objccts, including Fred, get involved in this
bigarre “nle. Not Zelazny's best — but distinctly amlsing.



BEASTS by JOHN CROWLEYs CRBIT:

DI 19765 184pps S0pe RM

John Crowley's second novel, "Beasts", confirme his place ef fhe top of the
1ist of new SF authors. Set in aX future and fragmented America, the book looks
st the similarities and differences of men and veasts, and their relationships,
Tn the wake of twentieth century genetic maninulation, crossbreeds of man and beast
exist, the most common being the lcos, proud, reclusive and hated by ordinary men.
One of thom, Painter, dccides 4o exert his indepemdence, refusing to be hemmed into
Government reservations, and leads his %ribe over the hill., With him goes Caddie,
the human girl indentured to him as gervant, and, later, they arc joined by ex-
cthologist Loren Casaubon and his charge, Sten Gregorius, heir to onc of the
largest fortunes in Amcrica, not %o mention Hawk and the crazy lost deg, Sweops.
Weaving a complex path around them 21l is Roynard, half-man and half-fox, saviour,
villain and genius. Crowley manages to balancc theme and action with great skill
to & stzrtling yet satisfying conclusion.

LOW-FLYING ATRCRAFT by J.G. BALLARDs PANTHERs 191lpne 1976s_T5ps CF

Tallard's first collection in six years, this book forms an intercsting blend
of his varicd themes and styles, The longest story in the collection, "The
Ultimate City", almost a short novel in itgelf, combincs his carly post-cataclysm
sconcry with the civilised violcnce that has tynified his morc recent novels in
a bizarrc cpic of a shattercd and, deserted Desert City. M"iy Drcem of Flying to
Wake Island" and "The Beach Hurders" rccapturc the idiosyncrasy of his surrcalistic
"Atrocity Exhibition" days. Surprisingly, humour also malkes a notablce entrance -
in "The Life and Death of God" where the clergy debate the cxistence of God, or
"pro Greatcst Television Show on BEarth" whon Cod decidecg to do his ouwn ccusgoring
on the network's historic dremas. An interesting collcection, with cnough varicty
to suit most tastcs.

N

‘PHE PHILOSOPHER'S STONE by COLIN WILSON: 1969s 268pnez 9593
Tn on intercsting preface the author cmphasiscs the central role of idecas in

2P ]

his vision of writing. It is thereforc unsurvrising that in this mcaly novel Colin
Wilson tcnds to bludgeon the reader with a welter of facts and speculations.

These contre around the untapped potential of the human brain, whence springs a
lengthy plot which finally transposcs ingeniously into an cxposition of the
Necronomicon theme, The author's coavinoing journalistic style is ideal for
bringing idecas to life so that the book, despite iks cxcossive didacticism, is a
surnrigingly eripping and rewarding read - but devotecs of Shakcspcarc bewarc! (RM)

CIMWABAR by EDWARD BRYANT: FOHTANAs 19765 176ops Tope PGT

“o introduction alonc is full of warning signals: the suthor ig a2 'Clarion'
writer, friend of Ellison, lover of Ballard's work. The book gets better as it
gocs ong I think as the suthor became more genuinely intcrestced in his charcters
and their doings, he became xmkx loss sol f-conscious. When it =g con get out of
its own Pscuds Corncr, by Delany out of Ballard with touches of other pretensions,
it ig intcrcsting., It can cven at times be entertaining. (DH)

KILLER MICE by KIT REED: CORGIs 1976s 190mps 95ns PJ

kit Rocd has a unigue vision of the world. he sces things as no other
author docg and her storics always carry 2 distinctive flavour of the unusual.
In this book are collected fifteen of her better picces from the last Tew years.
Whe Vine" tclls of the strange Baskin family, whosc only rolc in life sccms 1o
be tending the mysterious tvine' that fills their grecnhouscs "he Thing ot
Hedgerley" is a light-hecarted look at a novel wey to lay a ghost, while "The
Wandering Gentilc" portrays a now comnonion for the Wandering Jow., Unfortunately,
with so many of her storics in onc nlace the individual impact bocomes greatly
diminished by the cnd — they should o road onc at a time over a long period.




BARTEWTIND by ROBERT HOLDSTOCKs PANs 1977 2450ps 80D

On the planet Aeran, mankind has re-ressed to gavagery. For some unknown
reason the original human settlers have reverted to a2 Stone Age culture, relying
on their oracle, the mysbterious and nervasive Barthwind. To the world comes
Elspeth lueller, in search of the carven symbols the natives draw that bear a
curioug resemblance to those found in ancient sites in Irecland. To Aeran also
comes Karl Gorstein, with starship and crew, To implant the natives with 'monitors!
to kecp them subservient to the rulers of the Gslaxy. The book watches tho
conflict botween Karl and Elgpeth - and between civiliged manlind end his coracle
(the I Ching) and stonc-agec man and the Barthwind - as they struggle against
cach other and against their fading memories. Though not up to the high standards
set by his earlier "Eyc Among the Blind", this book is another good cxamnlc of
Holdstock's growing btalent,

ANDROMEDA 3 od PETER WBSTOWs OREITs 1978: 24090s 90ps GD

An uncven collection, at its best reaching the standards of the firgt volume
in +he scries. Chris Priest provides an outstanding story set in his 'Dream
Archipelago!' - "The Crcmation'. Quictly venomous it looks at onc of the more
deadly orcaturcs in the arca, and at the wmaxn, Graian Sheeld, who falls victim to
it. Tom Allen, in "not Absolute", takes a brilliant end long—overdue look at the
famoug Clock Paradox, giviag nol only a new angle on Relativity, but a good story
s well. David Langford'g "Conncetions", which bascs its thome on the nrineiplces
Allen overthrows, suffers from its inant placcmont immediatcly following that
story. Thorc is also an alicn look at tims from Ian Watson in "A Time-Span fo
Conjurc With" and a pcculiar New York fahtosy, "Black Glags" Tfrom Fritz Leiber.
Lese impresgive are "Flare Timc" fromw Larry Hiven (extrocted from a fortcoming
by W@illiam Wu, David Redd and Darrcll Scweitzer,

US +thome onthology) and storiecs

1
7

SHINY MCUNTAIN by DAVID DVORK1IIs ! Mg 19773 279pps 95p: BF

Taorth 18 to be doveloncd as o baz sourist attraction by Antiguc Tours - onc
of the big nowors of the planet Lammon - and Mash is gent therc to prove it 1is
the original home of mankind., Once there he dofecte to sce the forbidden mountains
and throws in his lot with o primitive, but highly intelligont, tribe thrcatcned
by the Lammonites with cxzicrmination. Phen in Shiny Mountain they find the
technological heritage of their ~ncestors and con fight back. Dvorkin's
characterisation is rathor supcerficial and bhis allegory (Lammon v Harth = modern
civilisotion v noblc savage) unsubtlc. The worst problem is the implausibility
of 2 ncolithic tribec becoming o space age alimy in a fow yoears, But the talc has

1)

vigour and affcction,; malking it very readablc, with o dash of sffcetive gatirc.(Pa)

s

T Evon amid the cﬂz}aordina;; ondors of tho Llastor cluster, the world of
Harunc with its four suns is still notoworthy. So too arc the austerc and scholarly
Rhuncs who inhabit ite fortresscs, and order their lives according to its

chonging light pattcras, In thig readbale bul lightweight fantosy Vance unravels
an improbable intriguc as the suns throad thoir dancc through Aud, Isp and

Umber towards their marce total abscnce - Hirke (Rii)

“ARUNE: ALASTOR 993 by JACK VANCE: CORONET:s 19753 174vps T5ns J

T{E HERMES FALL by JOHN BAXTER: PANTHER: 1978: 27lpps 95v:

) e

L routinc obscrvation nisgion by TASA's Urpiter suddonly acguires greater
gignificance as it tracks the asteroid Hermcs and determincs that ite next orbit
will cross the Barth's path. Tousion mounts as the orbit is plotted and
replotted and an impact point on North Amcrica becomes more and morce firmly
catablished. TFrantically the Amcricans leunch a migiion to try to destwmoy the
astoroid before it arrives, but therc arc unforcscen complicotions. The book is
vory compcbent, and eminently readoble, but suffers groatly from the fact that it
hae all been done so much bettcr hefore, nartly in Anthony Coburn's "Garzantua"
and more rccontly in Hiven & Pournclle's outgtanding "Lucifer's Hammcr".
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ALL WY STNS REMEMBERED by JO® HALDAEMAN: ORBITg 1977s 184pps 85us PJ
Outstanding r ovelisation of Haldeman's three stories featuring Prime Operator

tto McGavin. A}plyln for a job with the Confederacion, chav1h ig drafted
unwillingly into the TBIT, who snecialige in using advenced plastic surgery and
hypnotic Personality Overlw to substitute their agents for key people in problem
areas. 1In "To Fit the Crime'" he goes to the high~gravity planet Bruuch as the
famoug Dr Crowell to try to find out why the 1nd ligehous aliens are dying off
rapidly. "The Only War We've Got" takes him to a lotﬂal colony. world which seems
determined $o wage interstellar war. Finally in 1411 iy Sins Remembered” he
vigite a planet of immortal al1nN5 to find the truth behind their myths of planet
moving. -q1dcmzn builds un his character of HeCGavin most convineingly, partic-
ularly oe he tries to square hig actions with hig Anglo-Buddhigt conscicnce.
Perhans most outstanding though are the allens in the first and last stories,
nmarvellously visualised and portrayed. Haldoman is back to the standard of "The
Forever War" -~ let's hope he stays there.

THE FLORIANS by BRIAW M STABLEFORDS HAMLYN_ 19763 1?4‘~' BOa';gg

This is the first novel in a scrics ~ntred on the theme of co-adapiation -
the mutual adjustment of alicn life spocics given DfOlOﬁz,d contact. Wicn a
space shin from Earth at last vigits the human colony on Floria founded almost
two centurics carlier, its crew find an uOD%TGﬂtlJ flourishing @OClutJ. A vpolitical
upheaval cnsucsy but 1t gradually becomes clca thet the renl problem is not who
Bhould hold powcr, but a much more inmidious mcnace. A foirly cntertaining hook
41 which the author develons the charctors of his crew members far cnough for them

to be oredible, whilst lcaving much to be revealed in loter books. (RI)

THIE POLLINATORS OF EDEN Dy JOHL BOYD: ENGUIN: 1969: 212vps TOp: PO

Whon Freda Caron's finncoc Poul Theoaston staye awny on his field trin to tho
planct Flora for anothor four months, scnding her only a bunch of tnlips as apologys
she is aunoyed. But then she begins to stady the tulips and becomes @aorc and
more involved with their peculiar behaviour until sho begins vo wonder if perhaps
there is somcthing morc sinister involved than wmoerc dumb flowers. With this book,
Boyd has writion a very intricatc and nighly cntcriaining novel, with its minor
flaws Far outweighcd by some brillaint touches of invention,

THE RAKEHELLS OF HEAVE by JOHN BOYD: PENGUIN: 1969s 184vne TOps PC

Whon John Adams and. Kovin O'Hara discover the verdand world of Harlech, pcopled
with o beautiful racc of humanoids, they arc detormined both to prove tho
Harlochions human (i.c. seven to nlcvon geostation period, gocinl %aboos, belicf
in God and so on) and %o convert them to Ghristianity. In places Boyd's logic
is distinctly ehnky, but he weaves an cmusing, and pertinent, tale as Adans and
O'Horn enlist in tho Harlcoch University ae tcachers of such diversc subjectis as
'liodesty' and 'Drama'’, introducing Barth nouroscs and Shokespcare to Harlech with
coual abandon. Weird, but good.

CORGI: 1978s 313ap: 893

THE AQUARIUS HMISSION by HARTIN CATIDINS

Tn which loi ijdﬂ ho Los undorscn relations, courtcsy of the croator of the
Bionic Van, Wheles, giant ccls (clectric), and the like sbound, as do cardboard
Amcricans. The writing is emazingly inopts whon the author isn't lecturing you the
charcters arc. he plot is by "Vovage te the Bottom of the Sea" out of Conan
Doyle's "Maracot Dcep",; hut the ool ns o wholc doosn't loave the bad taste that

some of Caidin's clectronic machismo docs. Marnlcss SF for pcople who don't
rcad SF. (UR)

OPERATION ARES by CENE WOLFE: FONT AlAs 1970s 2189ps 80psdPE

7 ah~me thot the author of such outstonding books as "The Pifth Head of
Corberus" and "Peace" can produce such rubbish as thig trite story of an abandoncd
artian colony trying to conguer the Earth. Evea b*wni stumble,
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EARTH'S OTHER SHADOW by ROBERT SILVERBERG: PANTIER: 1957-71s 222pns Thns CH

% colleotion of nine of Silverberg's best stories. lost notable in the book
is the well~known "Flies" (reprinted from "Dangerous Vis siong") - a brief and
devastating tale of a maa whose emotionz are twisted by aliens, twice, with
horrifying results. Somewhat lighter is "Bomething Wild ie Loose" about a telepathic
invigible alien trepped on Earth and tryiang desperately to get transnort home.
"Tghmacl in Love" takes a sad lcok at a dolphin who falls for his human trainer,
and "To See the Invisible YMan" portrays man's inhumanity to man, illustrating
vividly that one can be lomelicst in a crwod. "The Fangs of the Treecs" seces a
man torn between his love Tor his ﬂlalintlon and hig sensc of duty, while "To the
Derk Star" reveals man's darker side as humanity unites against the alien. Lastly
there are "Hidden Talent", "The Song the Zowbhie Sang" and "How it was when the Past
Went Away" - a strong collection, and onc of Silverberg!s bost.

THE WORLD INS1DE by ROBERT SILVERBERGS: PAIT'TERs 1970- 7ls 188vos T5ps CH

) In 2331 there ig no longer a Powulwt on Grlh.s. Desnite the 75 billion

peonle in the world, 2ll are well fed, comfortable nnd houged in gigaontic 3-

kllonotor high Urban Honads - vast arcologics built of several citics one on top of
the other, e1ch representing a different social class from The highest to the
lowest. Fertility is the ncw God and procreation ths divine worshin, Wives and

husbonds are for sharing and Hightwallking to somconc clse's bed & recogzniscd

pastime. But there arc stil] hiddon »ressurcs ~ jea lousies, pctty hatreds, longings
and it ig om theee that Silve bur” dwells in this set of scven conncctod shodbt

stories. 1Tot onc of his best books, but still a cut above the average.

THE BEST OF ROBERT SILVERG: OABIT: 1957-71s 258nns 95ps PJ

- Ten of 51Tv*-ﬂor": reat storics COlluCtGd and nroscnysd by the author., The
storics arc outstanding - "Flies", "To Scc the Invisible lian", "Sundancc" and so

on — but the introduction and linking picces by Silverberg are overly sgotimtical,
and Lalgberg's forcword ludicrously overpraises the men by suggesting he is thoe
best writer in Baglish this century. The stories are 21l available clscwhere - buy
and raecd them there.

T TRITONIAN RING by L. SPRBGUE DE CAKPs SPHEREs: 1951: 21210 95ns I

The typicolly episodic nature of sword and sorcecry adventurcs is ncrhaps
their greatest weakness., In this reprint from the fiftice there is just cnough
achion and mordant humour to render its ramshackle structurc tolerable. (m1)

WELCOME TO MARS by JAUES BLISH: SPHERBs 19§7s 154»p: S5ns PU

A delightful juvonile from the 1ntc James Bligh. Bightcen-~year old Dolph
Haertel, whilec pottering around in hisg laborctory on top of the garage, discovers
antigravity. Determined to produce dromatic proof before revealing the invention
to the scicntists, he builds a tree-~houge out of an old packing acsc, coulks i3t
with copoxy resin u”d flicg it 1o llars. Unfortunately a crash landing smoghes an
irreplaceable valve and he setiles down to n Robinson Cruegoc existonce until his
girlfriend, liancite, abkving followed his plans, turas up (and also crash~londs)
to kcop him comwany. The whole thing is 1u€' rougly implausible, of coursc, but
greot fun,

WOITEN OF WONDER cd PAIELA SARGENT: PENGUINs 1958-73s 2829ms 90ps CAm
K collcotion of twclve SF wtorios by womon authorg about women, ranging from

the clagsic "That Only a Mother" by Judith Norril, to the morc rccent "Of ilist,

and CGrogs and Sand™ by Vonda I licIntyrc. Tcn oollcction hag beoen comnotontly

choscn, with guch highlighte as LoGuin's "Vaster than Empires anc liorc Slow",

PCGaffrey's "Th§ Shin th Sang", Wilhelm's "Baby, You Were Great", zdm ¢ mony more,

but the production of such a 'theme' anthology only really scrves to om

how rarc gooﬂ women SF writcrs are. Sargent's scrmonising introduction oalw malkos

mattcers worsc

gige



STARSHINE by THEQDOREZ STURGEON: SPHERDs 1940-57s 172pp: &Hp: PE

An oddly mixed half-dozen stories back in nrint again. "Derm Fool" takes a
light-hearted look at ax couple who have suddenly started shedding their skins,
while "The Haunt" is a light tale of a juvenile hoaxer out-hoaxed. "Artnan Process”
is an amusing battle of wits between a pair of Earthmen and a trio of lMartians
trying to find the secret of a Uranium conversion processg, and "The Pod and the
Barrier" confronts the phtoblems involved when people stop believing gomething can
work, It is the remaining two stories, however, that stand out in the book, "How
to kill Aunty" is Sturgeon in his nasty vein with a vicious 0ld bed-ridden aunt
goading her nephew to murder - but whose murder? At the other end of the svectrum
is "The World Well Lost" — a beautiful and touching story of two alicns who turn
out to be not cuite what they seemed.

SPARLIGHT by HAL CLEMENT: BALLANTINEs 1971s 280pns 65ps HD

Tn this ‘scquel! to "hission of Gravity" Barlennon and his trusty lcsklinites
are transported to the gigantic planct of Dhrawn as an exploration tcam. As alwags
Clement's science is impeccable, and the bizarre 'weather' of Dhraws isg fascinating,
ag is the congiruction of the semi-primitive transportation the Megklinites usc,
but the story is fairly weak and certeinly has none of the inventivencss of the
original. Entertaining, but not outstanding.

ICEWORLD by HAL CLiMENT: BALLANITHEs 1953: 203pps 65ps HD

L ourious novel in which a race of superhot aliens smugglc tohacco - 4o them
a very addictive narcotic - froy an unsugvecting Barth. As usual, Clement speonds
more time worrying about the technological problem of such contact than about the

story line, but it is still an amusing read.

A VERY LONG WAY FROM ANYWHERE BLSE by URSULA LEGUIN: PEACOCK: 19763 TT7ops 50ns FB

L touching little story about Owen Griffiths, an Amcrican teenager, and his
love for Hatalic Ficld. Confused by the world and motivated by the conflicting
demandg of his boliofs and his sexual desires, he tries to come to terms with
himsclf, socicty, and, above all, Natalic. Contrary to the titlc, a story that
strikes home with noignant familiarity.

ROGUE SHIP by A,B. VAN VOGT: PANTHERs 1965s 205pn: 1ODs PJ

Onc of Van Vogt's many novels made up of short stories - in this casc
"Centaurus II"; "Roguc Ship" and "The Expondebles”. Them book tells of the FTL
spaceship "Hone of Man" and its trip to Contaurus and subscquent attemnt to refurn
home. TFor the first half it is fairly standard spacc onera cvolving/dogencrating
later into o bizarre Van Vogt cxnloration of the roal structure of tho Universe.

SLAN by A.B. VAN VOBT: PANTHER: 194C: 156pns THps CF

After 32 years, still onc of Von Vogt's boest novels, this classic story of a
superhuman racc on Barth shoulé form part of cvery SF collection, if only for
its massive higtorical influcncc on the ficld.

THE PORTLLS by EDWARD ANDRIW MANNe 1974s 204vps 80ps PG

Tho 'Forbiddon Book' moiif travels to thc campuses and computers of California,
but littlc new ground is broken, Still, the writing is adequatc and the climax,
though over-hurried, ot loast gocs somc way beyond the Lovecraftian lacuna, (RM)

BEYOND THY BARRIER by DANON KNIGHT: IAKMLYNs 1964: 152002 80ps PJ
Gordon Naismith, lecturcr in quasi-mattcr, agrecs o travel to the futurc as
o Shefth to destroy the dreaded Zugs that throaten Larth., Ae pathetic as it sounds.

WHEN THE KISSING HMAD TO STOP by CONSTANTINI FITZGIBBONS PANTHERs 1960s 252»ns 9503 GD
Ac a topical anti-CND scarc story this Bool may hove been off sowc slight intecat
when first published. It now comes over simply as drcapy and distastoful, (RM)

PERRY RHEODAI! 37:EPIDEMIC CEITERsARALOL by CLARE DARLTON: ORBITs 1974: 113ons TOn?T
Tnoinor bricf ond simplistic talc of good and cvil -~ Rhodan ond fricunds againgt
the corrupt Aras modicz. A bit betber than some - hut gtill dauntingly mediocrec. (Ri1)

= B =



WRITINGS I SF 30 ed KN BULHERSs CORGIs 19772 203pns 950

"lew Writings“'haa improved considerably since Julmer's firgt few disappointing
volumes, and this is probably the best under his editorshin. Keith Roberts provides
a marvellous story of a vague though future Britain with the highways ruled by the
Truckers in trucks with names like "On Calvary that is so hye", while under the
motorways in rusted shacks live the Rurals, dirty and wild. Tan Watson takes a
bitter look at a world devastated by the radiation from Sirius going novae Hartin
Ricketts repreduccs, without acknowledgemsat, Fred Saberhagen's 'Berserkers'! with a
poignant tale of the one man who could defeat them., Three of the stories share as

a theme the unreality of the evetyday world - Chris Morgan's "My Sister Margarite"
with a fantasy world more rcal than reality, E.C. Tubb!s "Read me¢ This Riddlce"
where the narrator gets toc involved in the book he reads, and Drian Aldigs' "The
Game With the Big Heavy Ball', wherec the reality of Jeremy's world is very tenuous.
Closing the volume are cnjoyable stobies from Maric Jakober and Ritchic Smith.

THE CONJURERS by DAVID GURNEY: TELg 1972: L -

Above average tale of witcheraft and demonology. In o sleepy Britisgh scaside
town, Barry Simpson hatches a plot to make a fortunce from murder and extoriion under
tlie guisc of Blawk llagic., Little does ho know what powers he is meddling with,
until onc doy Someonc answers his pretensc invocationg. Curncy very eikillfully
builds up the atmospherc through the book, giving an unusual slant on the Powers
of Evil that lurk just beyond the world.

=

YE SECOND BUMPER BOOK OF GHOST STORIES od POLLY PARKTY & JANE TALEsPAN:1976/7:333pps&.

1 myself prefer tho claseical M.R. James touchs these modern ghost storics are
often cither existenticl or clever. There is some malice hore - as therc should be-
but rotribution and remorsc seom beyond many modern writers. Jost of the storice are
cxcellontly crafieds some are arrcsting, o few touching, nonc chilling or morc than
slightly disturbing. Onc is orthodox Freudiang soveral teke a very rightcoug moral
tome without being unfashionably religious. Bub where ig the treasurc of Abbot

Rl )
Thomas? (DI

THE SPHINX by GRAHAM MASTERTON: BTA

s 1978: T5ps 207pD

I picked this boolk up, flipped through o few pages, and gaid "Thig is a straight
steal from that Seabury Quian story...". Thon I noticed that lr. Hastorton had had
the barc-faced nerve to tack a hcader quotation from the s%0 at the front of the
book (without giving the title - it is "Children of Ubasti"). Hig version stops
ahort of plagiarism, just, but fails to live up oven 4o the modest talents of Hr.
Quinn. Style, characterisation & imagination arc rubhighy and cven tl
cheap cardboord. (HR)

UNDER COMPULSION by THOMAS I DISCHs PANTHER: 1968¢ 1T700ps Tons TR

Inolhor soveatoen brict storics by Disch. His carticularly blealk, almost
Kafkacsque vigion, can produce some brilliant storics, as herc in "The Roaxhecsg",
"Comc to Venus, leleucholy" and "Descending", but more often his stories just fail

to come off, leaving the rcader perplcxcd and ungatisgficd.

¢ 177ops Tons BP

erning, in varying degrecs, Harry tludad

autiful women. The story is not actually
ot mmm managed to make it any bettor,

IUDD'S ANGELS by J.A. LAWRENCE: BANTLII: 1978
L novelisation of threc ST storics conc

nd hig activitics -~ including traoding in bo
very interesting onc and J.i. Lawrencc hes n
put she hasn't made it any worsc ither, (Pa)

£

STAR TREK FOTONOVIL 5 LETANORPHOSISs BANTAIs 19?§i 160nns 950

STAR TREK FOTOUOVEL 6: ALl OUR YSSTERDAYS: BANTAILs 19783 160vws 95D
tore tugging at the heart strings as love conguers all in one of thesc books

= )

and muet be sacrificed in the other. Hnd all in glorious technicolour. (Pa)

Ti BLABK HOON Dby SAUL DUNNe CORGI: 1978: 174pps 85n: CA
ilthough labclled as such this is not @ sogquel to "The Cabal". It is not cven
nart of the serics, but is obviously an earlicr piece of rubbish with the lcad

character rcnamcd to try and sell the boolk. Ignore i%.
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wmic bool art has come in for a lot of serutiny recently, but usually on a
socio-higtoric basis. Garriock, however, ahs selected ten srtists, who, he thinks,
represent the best in the develovment of comic book art, Mogt of the artists are

well known (Frank Bellamy, Philippe Druillet, Robert Crumb etc) but a couple are

less familiar to the casual reader (such as Vlotor Hoscoso or Wallace Wood). TFor each
artist Garriock presents a couple of papes of introduction and discussion and about
ten pages of rcpresentative ardt, much in colour, Tascinating for the newcomer.

2 STERS OF CCMIC BO0K ART by P.R. GARRTOCKs AURUM PRJSS;LIG Os 1978 128pns £4-953FB

THE ART OF SCIENCE FICTION by FRANK KELLY FRIAS:S DONNING/BICG Os 10773120n723&84-50sKF
A short discussion by Trcas of his development as an artist, nrofusely

illustrated with his own paintings, mainly in colour. The narrative is a litile
sparsce but reveals some interesiing details of his techniques, as well ag some

fascinating anecdotes (such as the conception of Budryse' "Jho" from a Freas
drawing). Bach full-page illustration is also accompanied by o short paragraph
explaining/discussing it. Tor those who agree that Freas deserves his ten Hugos,
this book is a welcome addition to the shelves,

THE ILLUSTRATED EDGAR ALLAN POE by SATTYs UARIER/BIG Os 1977s 240pps £4-508 8
Satty won grecat ccelaim when he did a seriecs of brilliantly n untlno illus-
tratlons to accompany Leonard Holf's "Annotated Dra acula", How he has applicd his
unigue tolonts to illustrating fourtcen of Bdear Allan Poe's sno*t StOTLOSc Using
o congciously ninetcenth-century stylc, and blavk and white lithography, Satiy
provides just the right atmos sphcre for thﬂ mood and feoling of storics like "The

P2ll of the Housc of Ugher” A %uverb synthegis of two mastors ot their best.

DEAUTY AND THE BEAST by CHRIS ACHILLEOS: DRAGON'S WORLD: 1970s S2pns £3-95: CA
fmother in the marvellous series of single-—artist portfolios from Dragon's
World. A4chilleos is besd known for his mightj» hewed warriors (Kanc, ¥ull, Tarl
Cabot, ctc) and half-naked women (Raven, "The Female Han", ete) and hoth ore
represented here in profusion (includeng a stunning sct of futuristic nudesg from
aul Raymond Publications) as well as some of hisg Western, UPFC & other coverg. Sadly
there is minimal biographical or introductory chatb, but the pictures arc outsitanding.

UANAS BAFNA by BOB VENOSAs BIG O PUBLISHING: 19783 T8nps £3-95: BV

£ vory unusual collection of art. Venosa's technique ¢ oil and fecmpera on
magonitc produccs a distorted crystallinc cffect that looks mors like geological
formations photogranhed through a refracting lens than nointings. Some arc plain,
gome very oolourfu1 - all have o qucer compelling attraction. Venosa's vutrrgper cd
'philogophy! is unfortunate, but the book is well worth o closc look,

{ECHANISHO by HARRY HARRISON: PIZRROT PUBLISITINGS ,?d 118ops £4-95:s JB

Another hig glossy art book The rationalc behind this one (w colloctlon of
cyborgs, svaceshipg, machines & suchlilc) scoms a lltilu obgourc, and thc inte
linking chat from Harrison is digtinctly Dbanal, but the 30 or so full-nage oolour
illustrations (many from recont pas urowo1°) mn;ﬁ the rest irrolevant, A foast for
the oyes, but don't nouse to ronds

VISICHS CALLENDAR 1979s FI:IJ.‘QRm‘ Tu/nIG 0: £2-953 Ci1

A calendor by the group Son Fronocisco surrcalistic ortists who inegpired
"Visions 1" last Christmas - two of the pictures come from that book. The collcction
ig not the beost from the groun, and cnly onc or two nicturcs arce outstanding.

PROJECTTONS: THE GILBERT WILLIANS 1979 CALENDARsPOLEGRANLT j%IG 0: £2-95s GW

Gilphort Willirms is begt kuown for his P11tLbr1uf Ilying Sn~ucers and flourcscont
god-like creaturcs. The twelve picturcs here arc no cxcecotion, bright and bizarrc
with purplc birds {flying over turquoisc scas nnd woUVS rocks, DIntertaining for an
occasional glance, I think they would become boring if stuck on the wall for long.

YENDOR by RODNEY MATTHENS: BIG O PUSLISHINGS 1973: 28ons £2-95¢ RN

Rothor an impostor hore (it is a hardbnek) this book is ~ disappointing
concoction. liatthews' distinctive style is watered down %o o Juvcallc level to go
with the ridiculously childish story. A wastec of talent,
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D Yo FRONTIFER by GERARD K O'UEILLs CORGLs 1976s 3430ps o0
Ciloill is the entnusiast behind the "Colonies in Space" movement (also known

as the "L5" group) and in "The High Frontier" he presents his case, complete with
hordes and hordes of facts and figures to hack up his arguments. Unfortunately hig
enthusiasm is not infective and his 'mistakes' arc more obvious to the reader - he
talks of a Paradisc of fresh air and free space with figures that work out to an
average population density greater than that of the city of Oxfords he »nronoses
hurling thousands of tons of matter off the loon and catching them in a large fumnnel
which stays immobile in space despite the impactss he talks in glowing terme of the
cage of moving to a 'totally different culture' in a neighbouring colony, unaware
that such aese of travel would eliminate many of the differences; and so on. An
intcresting book for one side of the story, but for a morc unbiased asscessment the
Hest book is still Penguin's large-format "Space Colonies™.

MAGIC: SCIENCH OF THE FUTURE by JOSEPHE T COODAVAGE: SIGNET: 1976s 196pvs_ T5p
Complainte against the closecd minds of so many mcdern sclentisite scom well-
ecstablighed, and authorataiive jnvestigations of the matiers about which CGoodovage
writes dace seem called for. The 'Gosh Wow' style which he favours is, however,
unlikely to convince anyone, and may rotard the work of producéng scrious investig-
ationsg of psionics (there is practically nothing about traditional magic in this
book) and the machines and technigues (ec.g. the Dean Drive and peychic healing)
associated with it, The bibliography may be the only worthwhile featurc, and a
thorough list of checkable references might have made the book worth reading. (Pa)

ASTROLOGY : TIDi SPACE ACEH SOTMNCE by JOSHPH P GOODAVAGIH: SIGHET: 1966: 254nns 65»
Joseph Goodavage, 'comvinced against his will' of the of astrology,
wrote this book as & dcmonstration of ite trutua. Tn somc wlaccs his rmultiplication

of cxamvles (e.g. of similar fatcs befalling agtro-twing) scoms worth further

investigation. 3By and large however, much of the book has little to do with

astrolosy, making from Atlantis, Velikovskian theories, numerology and some 'Ffacts'
4_:} 7 L0 ] b o

which misht mako Von E Daniken blush, a case for the impending doom of the world
of which asirology can warh us. (Pa)

A DICTTIOWARY OF LIFE SCIENCIS ed h.A, MARTIH PAils 1975z 374pD

A DICTIONARY OF BARTE SCLENCAS bd STALLA 1 STINGULER: PANS 1076s 31200 £1-508 MF
t_

A sunerb poir of gencral reference gcicntific dic ionarice for tho home.
Tiven when defining such abstrusce terms as torccipitable water' or thetercspory! the
books are intclligble to the layman, and tho hundreds of textual illustrations
arc immenscly illuminating.

T WORLD IS ROUND by TONY ROTHMANs BALLAVTINE: 1978: 44Tnns 95ns Rilc

Tony Rothman's splondidly inventive First movel ie sot on a gigoatic world
whosc days and nights last several months. The moin charccters belong to an off-
planct commecrcial cxpedition whose nrrival sets in motion o complicated but well-
sugtainced plot. Scveral indigenous groups Locome involwved and the author gets
considerable milcage out of their variocd respounscs 4o the extreme climatic conditions.
Characterisation is adcquatce and the writing generally good, but the boolk's
outstanding fenture is the ingenuity and plausibility of its ounly elightly too
obtrusive scientific infrastructurc. (R11)

ZENYA by 1.0, TUBB: ARROW: 1974s 157pp: 70D

Tho 1ltn in tho Dumarcst sagn. Barl Dumarest, running forcver from the
Cyclan and scecking hisg home planct Forth, got ontangled with Tho insanc hous2 of
Parcect on the nlanet Paiyar. On their behalf he moves to the mlanet Chard to sort
out a local war. As always, above average light entertainment.

INDEX OF BOOKS

CHRIS ACHILLEOS BEAUTY AND THE BZAST i@ 10
RICHARD ADAES THiZ PLAGUE DOGS 2
(JBAL LISETTE AROESTE) STAR TREK FOTONOVEL 6+ ALL OUR YLSTIRDATS Ci
J.G, BALLARI LOW-~-FLYING AIRCHAFT 4
JOMHH BAYTLR THE HERMES FALL 5
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