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Ned's Port - I certainly don't always win at the Windows 95 Hearts program,
but do sometimes get weird runs of "luck" - 'like shooting two hands in a
row - the second of which I really hadn't wanted to even try on. Even if
it isn't true to life, it is good general practice if I ever find a real
game again. // In that sense, no casino is going to set up the payoffs
to match the odds, they'll make sure of getting a cut off the top. //

Ct Janice: Now here's a weird idea. Have all campaigns be financed out
of a central clearing house for donations. You can earmark you money to
a party or candidate but the whole thing would be administered by a
coalition of all parties so (hopefully) everything would be on the up and
up. // 1 believe, but am not sure of the exact ruling, that a fire that
is Teft going can have fuel added on shabbat to maintain it. In that
case the dimmer switch turned way down would be OK. // Ct George: 1
caught Godzilla recently. And was pleasantly pleased by it. Sort of a
cross between Jurassic Park(s), Aliens and The Beast from 20000 Fathoms.

Binker Hughes - Your remark about yard work being more like jungle clearance
strikes a responsive chord here. When we first bought this house, I spent
most of the first year+ working on trimming back the bushes to the point
where I could just get at the multiple blackberry plants that were taking
over. (Around the frontal assaults I also slipped a few commando raids
in near the main berry plants and cut the primary canes to minimize any
new growth.) And this last year, with stretch of rain followed by sun,
the grass has regularly grown long enough that the job has been referred
to as "haying" rather than mowing. // Glad to hear you dad's doing
better. My dad's hanging in pretty well even though (and this is probably
partially his own fault) the leg with the by-pass has been swelling up
and being uncomfortable for a while now. Leaves my mom with a Tot of
work (nothing new) but at lease she knows enough to know what she can do
and what to contract out.

Ct Ned: Have you tried some of those sonic critter repellents that I've
seen advertised in various catalogs? I don't recall if they make any
claims vis-a-vis larger things Tike raccoons, but it may be worth some
checking on your part. (Or mine if I get a relevant catalog in time.)

Meade Frierson - While annoying, we were able to pretty well work around the
NBA problems on B5. I just kept the daily taping up (rewinding over as
needed) and shifted the weekly taping of the new season to program each
week instead of on an on-going weekly basis. Now all I have to do is
keep track of the second go-round to catch the one I missed due to our
VCR resetting to regular speed instead of long play.
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In the Still of the Guy - "Have kippa, Will travel." 1'11 get back to you
on this in five years or so. // No, not too bad for the owner, since he
won his case before the Board and is now open several nights per week.
// So who needs interns? // Ct Janice: As a point of curiosity, when
next you receive a copy of Geri Sullivan's zine, make a point of Loccing
that it was "a Ba-a-a-a-ad Idea". You may quote me even if you don't
get the injoke. // Ct Gary R: The only serious trip to Mexico that I
ever took was to Mexico City and nearby areas back about 30 years ago
when my aunts were still Tiving there. Still have one of the souvenirs
of that trip, but haven't duplicated it. Other places have higher
priorities on my list. // Ct Eve re the light in you bathroom: Well
most of us have been aware for some time that you've got a loose bulb
somewhere. // Ct Gary B: I hate to point this out, but at $5 per for
those military meals, you may as well just eat at McDonald's and pocket
the difference. $5 is a lot to spend on a meal in most cases.

Richard Dengrove - Re ideological impurities: As any metallurgist could say,
jt's often the "impurities” in a metal that give it it's strength. //
Ct Binker: Sounds like the psychologists who "ignored past results and
fell into the sleep of forgetfulness" were doing the research equivalent
of the punishment of Sisyphus. / But just to be clear, the studies were
on the cathartic power of expressing anger. // Ct Steve H: Well, the
one time (recent) that I argued with my credit company about a payment
(the check was for XXX and-some cents but was cashed for the even dollar
amount and so, as there was a carryover balance, they wanted to charge
me interest with no grace period), they accepted my word over the phone
"this one time" and stated that any future occurrences would require a
copy of the check.

Ct Harry: Having it take several people working on the heat for someone
to notice a closed vent, is 1ike the person who goes up to the broken
piece of equipment and plugs it in. (Did that today at work. Albeit
that nobody had tried to use it so I was the one to discover that it
wasn't working.) // Re Sinister Cinema's offerings: Talk about left-
handed compliments. // Ct Arthur: Speaking about Minoan technology,

I was reading a book recently (("Return to Sodom and Gomorrah")) that,

at least in passing, speculates that had Thera not blown Minoan culture
all to hell, we might now be several centuries more advanced in our
technology level. (This based on where they appeared to be back around
1500 BCE.) // Ct Irv: I would suspect that basic foodstuffs are pretty
much immune from the effects of an economic recession since, if you don't
eat in a restaurant you do eat at home. But they are subject to their
own vagaries of supply, demand and disaster. Fancier/more expensive
foods probably are subject to economic bad times, 1ike any luxury item.
// Ct me: I just figure that if you don't call the person's attention
to the fact that a behavior is unappreciated (particularly in a fuzzy
area) it's unreasonable to expect them to a) just know or b) stop.
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Trivial PurGelb - Ct Guy: Speaking of "The Apartment", did you happen to
catch any of the AFI "Greatest 100 Films" advertising special? 1 found
it interesting that, off the top, I was able to name 4 films that would
be in the top 10 {Citizen Kane, Casablanca, Gone with the Wind, Wizard
of 0z) and 2 more that I thought deserved it but wasn't sure would get
the nod (Schindler's List & Singin' in the Rain). I guess the fact that
popular opinion matches up with the AFI poll serves to validate the
process. // Ct Jeff: I have trouble with reading the Song of Solomon
as any sort of spiritual metaphor. IMHO, it serves as a strong reminder
of the importance of earthy and fleshy matters. With all the proscriptions
that abound in the Torah th%s serves as a reminder that joy, love, sex,
etc are to be embraced ({in their place)) in life, not hidden away.

Ct me: The timing was good, but it wasn't all that prophetic. There
have been a few recent airline accidents where the investigations ended
up with findings that were quite relevant to general air safety (the
small planes with the deicing problem come to mind). Still, if you want
to tout my psychic abilities I'd be willing to cut you in on any profit.
// If some sort of self-directed Soc Sec investment plan is arranged, I
think the way to go would be to offer it as several investment options
that would be administered by the gov't ((eg Bonds, Mutual Funds, more
and less aggressive stock funds, etc)) rather 1ike I can choose which
funds to invest my retirement money at work in but the specific funds
are all chosen by one firm.

While a thief could pry part of the window out of the frame, since most
windows come as a preassembled unit that would be a fair amount of work.
And most thieves (barring a really specific goal) will pass on any job
that requires extra time and risk spent in doing the breaking in. You
can't keep a determine thief out, you just have to try and make it less
trouble to go find someone else to bother. // As it happens, I just
bought a copy of "Nobody's Fool". Haven't gotten around to reading it
yet though. // Seems to me that making up a Hebrew word where none
existed is at least as much a violation of "pure" Hebrew than just
absorbing a foreign word {which doubtless happened many times in the past).
// A small violation of a new rule hardly seems grounds for firing
someone. That being the case I'd say there were solid grounds for an
anti-discrimination suit. // Whatever the basis, it seems clear that
the real estate agent had to have a big hand in convincing the seller to
sell to you rather than his (ex)friends.

Elisheva has and hasn't worked out. Certainly she was quite well
received during her visit here. But her availability for the HolyDays
was uncertain (pending contract offers) so we went with someone else.

I was hoping to get her "signed" for several visits this coming year, but
the other rabbi is putting together a package offer in concert with a
popular rabbi that visits on a semi-regular basis. Assuming they don't
get out of hand, it sounds like the ritual committee is would go with’
that. I'm still hoping to get Elisheva to visit once or twice (I haven't
been able to get ahold of her for 2-3 weeks) to give more people a chance
to get to know her so she can remain a player in looking at next year.
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Gary's Trash - Ct Harry: I like that method of dealing with unwanted junk

mail. Have to put that into the repertoire. // Ct Liz: The 60:60
allocation of your time reminds me a bit of how our Lead Tech position
is set up. Supposedly 25% of the time is Lead while the rest is at the
bench. While this is probably about true, the 25% includes a lot of
time that you can't schedule for very well so there tend to be times
when the person is supposed to be on the bench doing regular work and
is needed there, but they have to attend some meeting or whatever. It
can be a drain all around. // Ct Meade: Now that Byron and the
telepath thing is over with, B5 seems to be back on track with the

Centaugi conflict (which leads in to stuff alluded to in earlier episodes
-again).

Gary Brown - I remember having a few wasps nests under the eaves of our house

Eve

in L.A. 1 got some of that long-range wasp killer and, made sure I was
within momentary reach of a doorway each time I used it. No stings. //
If 1 make it to South Florida again, I'l1 have to add the Cartoon Art
Museum to my list of places to check out. // Ct Harry: Not really to
defend Nixon so much as run some side light on him, I get the impression
that a) foreign policy-wise he's still considered to have been very
sharp and b) his biggest flaw may have "simply" been sheer (very sheer)
hubris in his own judgement and ability that he felt a nearly despotic
need to be in control and "take care of things" "for the common good".
// As long as they are making self-stick stamps, why not make some of -
them in larger denominations instead of just the basic letter rate? I'm
sure OEs would buy a share of self-stick Priority Mail stamp sheets. //
Why not try storing your apa mailings in lucite?

Ct me: So the question is, how bad a beating are the Marlins taking at
the turnstile? And would the next step be a move? // 1'm already a bit
nervous watching what goeth on in L.A. town (even if Peter 0'Malley says
he'd have done the same) with Piazza and Nomo. It may just be business
as usual, but it does send up a warning flag. // Ct Eve: I resent that
remark. I wear short-sleeve dress shirts when it's warm and do I look
like a geek? // 1 was just looking at the Super Trivia quiz and there's
one question I can't answer. It's the last one because I have no idea
who "Tony Stork" is. Is this from one of those funny animal comics? (;-)

Ackerman - I still recall my only almost speeding ticket. I was cruising
home to L.A. down I-5, doing a casual 70-75 mph when I realized that the
car I was passing was a police car. Whoops. He did indeed pull me over,
and I was ready to take my lumps, but the only thing he did was give me

a warning on the speed and wrote me up for having a "defaced" license

(ie it was getting old and ratty). Suffice to say I made no complaint

at all, got a new license when I got back and cleared the citation.
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Ceci n'est pas une Jeff - Ct Dick L: I think it might have been really
amusing if, in that Lucy episode, there was a literal transliation into
English of each step in the questioning. A wonderful game of Telephone
could have been run through as a bonus. // "Humperdinck! Humperdinck,
Humperdinck, Humperdinck!!!"™ // Sounds 1ike and and my sister do foreign
travel in the same manner - eat what and where the locals eat. What's
the point of going there otherwise? ({I admit to fluxing between the
two methods depending on what's convenient when I want to eat.))

Ct Binker: No yours isn't the last honest résumé around. Mine has no
extraneous stuff, although some of the very old stuff that is no longer
relevant has dropped off over time (ie working in htg & a/c during
college).

That's if for comments, after appending the stored natter and dealing with
the repro/collating/mailing, it looks like Liz's warning will have had the
desired effect.

A = NC2 (Apac = Natter x Comments?)

Speaking of President-Elect, one of the ex-Presidents complimented me
recently that - even before the election - I've been acting presidential and
moving to get things going and set things in motion already. I suppose that
is a good thing, but it's just another aspect of my laziness. I have to feel
that it's easier to make sure things are (and continue) in motion now, than
to discover that something's come to a grinding halt with the change over to
new officers.

0f course the fun stuff r1ght now is the 2 month dance on arrang1ng a
rabbi for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur. The only way to relate it is in
order: 1) Rabbi visits for Shabbat (possible candidate) Good feedback

2) Ritual committee meets, near split on who to ask. Ask other rabbi.
3) Wait...wait...wait...
4) Get OK to inquire of 1st rabbi - won't know until gets responses
on job applications.
5) Wait.
6) 2nd rabbi visits - Poor feedback.
7) 1 email all that we should arrange for another rabb1 to visit as
A & B are still waiting on outside factors.
8) Visit arranged for 3rd rabbji
9) Realize we need to tell contact person for 2nd rabbi to NOT make a
commitment (even if he is available) until after the committee
meets after the 3nd visit. Thrill the committee chair by pointing
this out to him.
10) Set "drop deadline" of June 7-15 for making decision - if anyone
still isn't sure, tough.
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That's an extreme synopsis, but gets the highpoints. Who knows, this may
even prove to be somewhat fun. Oh, the committe chair's wife suggested that
I ought to talk to the contact person for the rabbi in question under my
aegis as "Temple President”. 1 "reluctantly" pointed out that, as I didn't
yet have the job, it wasn't in my authority to do so yet. Maybe next time.

In a way I think this could be a problem because the contact person for
the rabbi is friendly with him and I suspect he may feel some affront at this
change of heart by the committee. In future it may be a good idea to avoid
having the contact person be too tied up with the choice - even if that does
make the contact easier to arrange.

Well, T find myself feeling somewhat disappointed today. A bit surprisingly
so. I'd applied for the Lead Tech position at the lab (as, in fact, had 5
others) and yesterday was the interviews. Gang interviews - with about half
of the lab staff it seemed. In the aftermath I thought I'd done pretty so-so
on the interview but was assured by one person that I1'd done quite well with
it (this was ‘later). Anyway, I didn't get the nod. And I have no argument
with the person that was picked (that's a situation I've seen before). But
even though I wasn't 100% sure I wanted the job, it bothers me a bit that I
didn't get it. So now I'm not sure if what bothers me is not getting a job
that I wanted or just not coming out on top in the selection process, or a
bit of both.

It's a bit of a strange feeling because I have been passed over before &
it's never bugged me 1ike this. I don't know if that's related to age or
some level of job insecurity or what. And I'm almost as much bothered by the
fact that it bothers me as by the situation itself. Oh well, this too shall
pass. (Preferably not like a kidney stone.) (And, about a week later, it
did indeed drift away and stop bothering me.) :

The Tast weekend of June we held Random's birthday party. Last year when
we did that, it rained and we had to go to our fallback position of using
the kids area at the mall. This year we caught a break and had the single
warm, sunny and gorgeous day for almost a week in either direction. Turned
into a real success with about a dozen of his friends turning up along with
a few parents who stayed to socialize. They all had a fine time playing on
the apparatus, climbing among the tree stumps and checking out the woods.

Two incidents stick in my mind though. One was when we couldn't find
three of them (Random, Chelsa and Brennan). Seems that Chelsa knew of a
neat place on one of the trails and wanted to show them where it was. Well,
it was a ways off and they didn't tell anyone what they were doing so three
of us parents (independently) went tramping around looking for them. While
there were some repercussions, the scoldings were pretty mild - mostly "TELL
US NEXT TIME." The other was cuter. I was walking over to where Random and
Chelsa were talking atop a fallen tree and I saw them give each other a big
hug. There may be a picture in the camera of a second hug but I had to work
fast so we'll have to see how it turns out. ((Chelsa, by-the-by, is a really
nice and articulate girl about Random's age. I wouldn't mind if they were
to stay friends - and no, that's not matchmaking.))






