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The 10th Lnmual MIDWIESTCON 911l be held June 27 & 28, 1959 at the
North Plaze Motel, 791l Reading Rd, Cincinnatl 37, Ohlo

This sumaer I had the pleasure of having a number of visitors stop by ——lst
one after the I1idve tzon was Bob Leman of the Tinegar Worm feme, Nice guy. He'll
ha back for the llidvestcon this year, he says,

Then, stopping oft on their way home from the Solacon werex Bob pavlati, Sylvia
De28, Tad White & Ron Bennett, Ron turned out to be a few years younger than Id
surmised., Pavlat & White I've knovn for some time; Sylvia was the good looking mem—
ber of the quartet, I'd received Flafan {2 only & short time before her visit. Ve
nad a quickie gathering of the CFG & 1 showed a ferr slides that were of interest to
the gang, The stereos evidentliy were nsw to Ron, Ted & Sylvia as they seemed quite
entranced; so much so that thsy could hardly tear their eyes avay from the vievers,

I foel Ron will meke & good TAFF administrator & also that hetll be setting &
merk when 1t comes'to wyiting up his TAFF-Trilp.

Pavlat & WVhit gave w the pltch mbout Vashington in 60 & we countered wita
our non-Labor Day proposal,

This baing vritten in December, leaves me two months to go to finmish up my .
term as Program Cheirman for the camera club I belong to. In March I expect to thus
have a blt more free time for some projects in the S—F fleld. I 1ntend reducing the
slze of my ‘vegetable garden to ¥, which alone vill save mé time, This fighting weeds
all summer long is a problem, I'd rather have & little more grass to cut, instoed.-

Iy fan activity will alvays be below that of the noblee, BNFs and ghods in the
fleld, ut I'1l aim for the level that's fun, not vork, One thing younger fans often
take little heed of, with fans in my age group & older, is the requirements of famil
life, other interests, earning & living, time availsble, eto.. I've always felt it t
be an unhealthy thig to live in a vacuum; and 1f you're not careful any hobby can
lead you down that trall, whether 1t be photography, sports, hi-fi, s-f, or what hav.
you., lMany who have the time cunnot be more active due to flnancial limitations &
vice versa, !

One trend noted in the current fanzins fleld is the chi%-chat 4ype of writing
(Pooks included) insteaed of articles about the field, I wounder vhy § Is it becaus
we can nov read vha used to be science Fiction in the daily nevspapere §

-



AI! IMDLXL OF
SBLECTED FAhlTASY
from the later years of
T0R TOTCH T hHhGLZINE

coriplled by.DarrelX C. }iichardaon

857, & LI OF EISTORY

TOP TOTCH was & Straeet and Smith publlication. It originelly oppearcd in dime
noval form, with throe columns of type; 32 papes and & colored cover, Tho firet
issuo was lerch 1910 and it kept its dime novel formot through the September 1910
issue, In October 1910 it changzed to reguler mopguzine format und size und became bi-
nonthly, lusucs boing dated the lst and tho l5th. lMay iy 1914 was tho lust twiceo-a-
month number. On may 70 there cppeured the firet of the three-w-month issues; datod
the 10th, 20th and 30th, The last of theseo issues was Dec. 30, 914, Vith the Jun.

iy 1915 1ssuo it reverted back to the tvice-a-month publication,

VIDE A.AKE IAGAZINE combined with TOP NMOTCH in June 1916, This mbgozine was
originally tho TIP TOP V EEKLY vhose first 1ssue was April 18, 16896. For 850 weeks
1% continued its dime novel formut under the same title, The thtle changed to NEU/
TI2 TOP VEEKLY with the August 3, 1912 issue and started numbering over again with
¥o, X, With No, 136, the title wes changed to TIP TOP SEII-IONTHLY and the formot
wus changed to regular magazine size, This 1suue was dated lMarch 10, 1915 and the
mogozine began to appear on the 10th and 25th of each month, With the issue of pec,
+0; 19]5 the title wus changed to WIDE 4 AKE IhGAZINE. The last lassue of U'IDE A' AXE
¥as8 Juno 10, 1916 after which it cowbined with TOP NOICH.

TOP NOTCH continued its twice-a-month schedule until October 1932, However,
there were periods when the magazine was dated lst Jan and 2nd Jan rather than Jan 1
and Jan 15, !

The schedule of bimonthly publications with isgsues dated the lst and 1ls5th
continued again from Jan 1, 1915 through Sept 15, 1928, In November 1928 issues
etarted to be dated lat Nov and 2nd November, This plan continued until the 2nd
llay issue of 1931, With the June 1, 1931 issue the dating reverted back to the lst
and 15th. The last bimonthly number was dated Oct 1, 1932, The next issue was
dated October 1932 and a monthly publication was maintained through the June 1937
l1ssue. Qhe next issue vas Aated July-fugust and the next #ssue the Septaember—
October 1937 number, was the last issue of TOP NMOTICH.

SELECTED FANTASY FROI
TQP NOTCH 1930 — 1937

VALZNTINE VOOD :
£nd June 1930 Kroom, Son of the Sea Novelette

( & beautiful cover illustrating "Kroomm)
lst July 1930 Kroom, the Conquer Novelette
2nd. July 1930 Kroom, the \ anderer Tovelette
lat hug 1930 Kroom, the Hunted Novelstte
2nd Aug 1930 Kroom, Breasis the Tide Noveletta

1s% Sept 1930 The Temple Pearl (& Kroom Tale) Novelette




1st Oct 133%0
2nd Oct 1930
lst Troc 1930

Kroom tne Intrépid
Sign of the Scorpion (a Kroom Tale)
Out of the Waves { a Kroom Tale)

lgt Jan 1931 The Far Call { & Kroom Tale)
ROBERT SEBIDON
lat Jun 1931 Deaesolationts uar-
VALSRTINE WOOD
2nd Jan 1951
lst Feb 1931
2nd Feb 1931

The Blast of Fate’ (& Kroom Tale) .
Kroom'’s Mark A
Pit of Darkness (& Kroom Tale)

2AUL ANNIXTER el
2nd Fab 1931 The lMNan Thet V.anted Nothing .
1lst llar 1931
2nd lfar 1931
1s% Apr 1931 .
2nd hpr 1931
1st llay 2931

Phantom Clipper (a Kromm Tals)
Den of the Demon (& Kroom Tale)
The Endless Trail (a Kroem Tals)
‘The.Channel Record (& Kroom Tale)
Vengcance (& Kroom Tale)

JAICOLLI WVEEELIER NICHOLSON -
Aug 1, 1931 The Voice of the Silver Cobra .

VaLENTIFE WOOD

Jan 1933 Ozar the Aztec
. ( Cover Illustration by Don Hewitt)

Feb 1933 Ozar and the Plumed Serpent
llar 1933 Ozar and the Jede altar
Apr 1333 The Death Drums of Ozar
lay 1933 Ozar and the Black Skull
June 1933 Ozar's Crown of Victory

J. ALLAN DUNN 4
Sept 1933 ~ Jukyl of the Jungle

Rs P, STLRZL T
Dec 1933 rit of the God-Beasts

U, To STONUHAIL
Jan 1934 The Elephant God
(Cover Illustration by Don Hewitt)
AT SCHLCHNGR
van 1934 The Loot of Bias Bay

JAL FIEILD ISSLIE
Fab 1934 Tilme Turns Back
( Cover Illustration by Don Hewitt)
THOLULS CA.LVI;BT, LIcCLARY
ilar 19% The Pul Khant

Novelstte
Novelotte
Novelette
Noveletto

Serial = 8

Novelette
ovelette
Novalette

Serial - 4

Novelette
Novelet te
Novelette
Novelatte
NMovelaette

Serial - 3

Movel

Novelette
Novelette
Novelatte
Novelette
Novelette

Novelette
Novaletta

Seriael - 2

. Novelette

Noval

Koval.



AT SCHACHN.R
Apr 1934

J. H. ROSINY
llay 1934

CHARLES VILLARD DIFFIN
July 1934

BhL FIcLD LESLIE
Sept 1934

CHARLES WILLARD DIFFIN
et 1934

FOBERT 1B, HOWARD
Oct 1934
Dec 1934

THOLILS CALV.RT 1IeCLARY
Dec 1934

E., J. DERRING.R
Jan 1935

CHARLES WILLAPD DIFFIN
llay 1935

L. RON BUBBARD
May 1935

ROBZRT E., HOWLED
June 1935

July 1935
RALPH MILNE FARLEY
bug 1935

HUGH B. ChVE
Oct 1935

NEIL MLRTIN
lar 1936

The Dragon of Isimnder

( Cover illustretion by Tom Lovell)

A Clan is Born

( cover illustration by Gayle Hoskins)

The Forest of Fear

( Cover iklustration by Gayle Hoskins )

The Shadow oif Atlantis

{ Cover illustration by Tom Lovell )

llan of the pavn

( cover illustration by Gayle Hoskins )

Svoris of Shehreayar

The paughter of Erlik Khan

Dr, Pickle's Hobby

Heritage

The Fsas?t of Rah

( Cover illwstration by Gayle Hoskins )

The Drowned City

Hawk of the Hllls

( Cover illustration by Tom Lovell)

Blood of the Gods

( Cover Illustration by Emery Clark )

The llan Who Met Himself

The Green Gorgon

The Casket of L& Gow

Novelette

Novel

Novel

Yovel

Novel

Movelette
Novel

Novelatte

Novelette

Novel

Novelette

YMovel

Novsel

Yovelette

Novaletts

Yovelatte
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bpr 1936 The Land of the Fan-sheped Flame Novelette
LLEXAYNER JuY
hpr 1936 The Jade imulet Tovelette
July 1936 Brother of tha Didl Yovelotte
# - 2 ?I ik
NAT SCHACHNER
Nov 1636 The Men That Time Forgot . Novel

) ( Cover illustration by John'Dray )
ALEIAMDER 1le PHILLIPS
Dec 1936 The Thing on the afterdeck - . Serial - 2
CAPT, HATSLOGK-DAILIE : T
f#eb 1937 The leze llagter Novelette
( cover illustration by % )

DOUGLAS DREW _
June 1937 Omar the Great ’ Serial - 2

Balitorial footnote: 1 would like to &dd -~

CHARLES V.ILLAKD DIFFIN "
Sept 1995 The Ultimate hdventure Novel
( cover illustretion by Emery Clarke)

BAL Fisly LiSLIB "
Sept 1935 The Curse of Atlantis ’ Novelette

* % % %k B k% L I T ]

Ever since I joined OIPPA Ain 1955 I've beon rounding up back mailings
until I am nov &t tlie point vhere I need the follcw ing to complete the 86taeess

OlPA lMailing #1 ---Vignette #1 by Bulmer 8 X5 15 pgs
OlPA Mailing #2—— Off Trails #2 '

Postmeiling to OIPA 1Miiling #2 —
Through Darkest Irelund by Cimck Harrils 22 pgs

OIiA lleiling #3 —— In Res Yours #1 by Lken Slater 6 -pes.
Anyone wishing to part vwith their ecopy of eny or all uf these, please vrite, I

can offer either cash or trade,
= % ¥ ® & = W o %k W &

We go on fancying that uach man 1s thinking of us, but he ie not; ho is llke
usy he is Yhinking of himaelf, ———Charles Rezda



COCHNINATION OF DISCLAVE DATA

by

2% . Falasce

'IT U
The Problem

- L

b tendency has manifested itself in the last two years that clearly indicates
the propensity of science fiction fans to gather together in different sections of
the United 5tates at conferences called "regionale", These regionals are usually
held in & motel (1.6. motor hotel} near some metropolis. They are from one to two
days 1n length and draw an attendance of not less than 20 and not mecre than 500 fans,

Another paper ~ has polnted ‘'out that these gatherings are characterlzed by &
tendency on the part of the attendees tg consume alcohol in large quantities, the
reasons behind this are too well known “ to merit further discussion, hovever, anoth-—
or aspect of the situation attracts the scholar's interest, It has been noted S that
the thirst of the fen always exceeds the provision of aloohol, and it is this curious
situation that ve propose to investigate herevith., In simplier term then, this is
our problem; Can a group of 40 fans find happiness at & motel in Virginia, or will
the llquor run out ¢

A group of Washington, D.C. fans - kindly lent themselves unsparingly to this
study. They promoted & regional comvention nemed the “pisclave' on Lay 1l-12, 1958
in Arlington, Virginia, near the capitol of the U,S. The motel chosen wes the "prvaw,
an establishment of some 300 rooms, complete'with restaurant, ice cubes and sound-
proofed walls,

From the eastern and mid-western perts of the United States, some 40 odd fans
gathered to take part 1ln the experiment. They represented New York, Pennsylvania,
Ohilo, Michigan, New Jersey and V.ashington, D.C.

For & period of two days they vere observed by your investigator and her
report is herewith made,

PRELIMINARY WORK
THE TRIP DN -

Your investigator, (hereafter referred to as I) husbend Vick, Ben Jason, Steve
Schultheis and his fiancee Virginia Rycroff left Clevelard the Friday night before
the Disclave. On the Ohlo Turnpike, ve Were joined by & wehicle conteining 3 natives
of Dpetroit, Ilichigaen, namely; George Yourg, Bill Rickhardt, and Jim Broderick. e
then proceeded on together %owsrd U ashington, D.C. -

Route 1432 stretched before us, windinug through the laryland hills like & groeat
coiled snake, It was & modern highway, notably free of traffis,

* DBob Hadle, John }agmus, Bob Pavlat and Ted White,




Onvard snd onvward plunged the highviay, and the occupants of the car struck up a
sonversation touching on many topics, but moat specifically the position of the rest
»C the world with respect to fandem, - ..i ¢

"fake the postoffice, for instance," said George, "1t axists only to deliver
fanzines. It would go out of business towmorrow, if fans ceased to mail. zines &nd
letters. Or consider the auto ipdustry, They moke cars 80 wo can travle to cons,.”

"Yes," said Nick, "you're right, Even tnis fine highway was built Just to.
take us to the Discluve, you know,"

"I lnow " George replied, Ybut I wonder ‘why that should he. Rave yeu given
it any thought ¢ " i o

"Yos, I have, &nd I'll tell you.why it 1e," Nick eaid. "1 thought about it
for years, It's clear that &ll these things are for us and the resson is simply
this, V.e're just & bunch of god-dammed star-begotten kings of the universeiw

’ "When you put it like that," sald George, "I saee your point perfectly."

Vie entered the township of Hagerstown, liarylend, and Bill, who was leading
in the Tirst car, suddenly pulled over to the side of the road. i woman behind,
‘pulled up next to him, instead od driving on, '@ stopped about 10 feet in back and
watched for & moment. The effect was that of & herd of sheep, Finally she drove on,

A lav enforcement officer (1.8., ©Op) was parked across theé street and yelled
something to Bill, We drove on past Bill and dovn & block or two., After vaiting
for ﬂ}ve minutes, we decided that Bill had been given & ticket by the cop. I hate
ocops.

.0 determined that ve would effect & rescue and save Bill from leryland just-
ices We turned around and drove back, but B1ll and the othere had already disappear~
ad, = The only possible conclusion to reach from the evidencd presented was that Bill
nagd been arrested on the spoty:

. Unfortunately, &8 with so many conclnsione one reaches. 1t vas completely
erroneous, In apother moment B1ll appeared and ‘informed use that the o+hers vere
eating breakfast in a nearby restaurant,

"How about the copf" we said, ' hat did he want &

"Oh, him. He Just smid I couldn't park there,” Bill replied.

'@ inspected the restaurant and after a brief-look through the fly spacked
window, decided 1e weren't hungry just then, ' o began to explore the town on foot,

"You knovi," George sald, "I seem to recall that somebody lives here.,m

"0f course somebody lives here, stupid," Niok replied, ' "Do you think it's a
false front movie town ¢"

"I don't mean pgople., I mean a fap lives here,”

"Nov vhat fan could possibly live in a Bloch-forsaken place like Hagenatownq"
Nick asked scornfully,

“has & metter of fact." Bill put in quietly, "Harry ' arner, Jr. could poeeibly
live hera,"

After dropping this bombshell in our midst, Bill began to valk arcund the town
aquare and call softly in loud tones, "Harry, Harry, where are youg '

"lirs, '.arner," called George, "Can Harry come out end play'?“

"Harry," I said, "™,e've come for you,"

A local citizan gave us & rather fish eye and slammed the door,

".e'd better be quiet," I remurked, "or someone will come for us,”

Deciding that this was an ineffective meany of communication, we went in
search of & phone book,

One was loceted at the local railroad stetion, an eetabcishment that hadn't
seen too much use since the "ar of 1812, It did, however, huve & phone book and ve

* Personal, un~scientific opinion,



located Harry's address. .

Our group raturned to the cary and began to drive around tovn in unsystematic
circles, We found soveral decd end streets und se% a great ,deal of locul scenery,
but nsver locuted Harry warner, Jr,

After an hour of this, ®e returnad to tne restaurant and picked up a trio of
bopping-mad, well-fed fens who ware wonderinz where ve'd gone, We then proceeded
to Washington,

ERRITAL AT GARLY JEETINGS

The arva is located at the top of a hill and cormmends an excellent view of Ft,.
llyer, whicn is located directly across the street, We antered the driveray and
attempted to check in, Our reservations vere not to be found and, in any cease, our
rooms weren't ready,

At this point, we luckily met one of the prime subjects of this report, Dan
Curran of Nev York, Telling Dan of our experiment, he lent his enthusiastic suppors
and, it is safe to say, without him the study would not have been valid,

Dan also informed us that Dave & Ruth Kyle had alveady arrived at the Arva
and vere thus making their first¢ appearance in fmerican fandom since the NYCon. Ve
digested this informatien and went in search of breakfast,

This time Nick led the way and, cavalierly passing up 2 diner one mile dovwn
the road, drova into V ashington itself, only to Aiscover that ' ashingtonians never
eat, At least, they don‘t eat in .restaurants, because they don't have any. After
ard hour of driving, we located & cafeteria that was being picketed and entered,
ignoring the cries of union men emong us, Stonach won over principles and we had a
breakfast that can best be described as sleazy., They had a reason to pickel,

‘e located & ligquor store and® purchased part of the beverages which would
provide the basis for our experiment. These were alcoholic in nature and, for the
most part, seemed to be tne type of beverage that would be found at any convention
large or small, That is, they were poverful and cheap.

APTERNOON 4D ZEST NOwd

Vie roturned to the Arva and were informed that our reservation had besn located,
We entered our room and Fick took a shover while I unpacked. There vas & knock &t
the door and Larry Shaw, carrying beer ané ice cubes, entered, trailed by ten or
twelve New Yorkers,

He went into the bathroom and put the cubes iIn the sink, tossed the beer on top
of them and began to pour drinks for the crowd,

1 watched carefully to see if the beverages would be adequate for our group,
They proved to be so and the initial stage of the experiment can be considered a
success, See: Conclusion Yo. 1. .

Nick emerged from the bathroom, fortunately clothed, to find the party in full
sWwing. He soon joined in the experiment with great gusto and I began to compile
coplus notes,

George Young had brought a gigantic yel-ow satin banner with him that speiled
out DSTROIT 1952 and he mung this on ths balcony in front of our roems., Soon the
drive was crowded with lonely ex-Jlichigencrs who had a burning desire to telk %5 who-
ever it was that came from Detroit, IIost of these pecpls askad such questiouns as
"What high school ¢id you go tot™ and *How are the Tigs:s doiugt™ Georgs and Blll
were hard put to give answers that were friendly, but at tha same time, cou.d uok be
constirved as an invitation to jcin our perty. We had tried te figure the experiment




down to the last drop for the last fan and any outsiders would nave upset all our
caiculations, I had already vorked out a preliminary equetion and vés loath to in-
troduce anotner variable, Ses: Appendix A.

Dick and .’at kllington were next door to us and consigtently referred to their
room as a sanctuary. It did not seem to be s0, not for vhat 1t contained but for
what it didn't contain. i

George hed purcaased & bottle of white Rhine \'ine at the liquor store end left
this with Dick for sefekeeping., This vine is ngureﬂ in the original eyuation,

In our room, tihe bottle we had bougnt in the morning vas rapidly disappearing,
but still scemed adeyuste for tune crovd, Bob and Sarbara Silverberg and Lee Shaw,
along with some other Ne¢ YorXkers ware listening to a local.folk singer and Dave Kyle
was maXing a tape recording for unglend, Yone of these people required excessive
lubrication and therefore, it seemed as though ve could consider Step 2 a success, too. -

The afternoon slipped away, filled with conversation and the eveming vas upon
ws, The ! ashington group provided a large suite over tha lobby of the motel, and
supplied many bottles of mix and soft Arinks. . Soon most of the crovd was essembled
there and set out liguor many had dbrought with them,

The room was lerge, but unfortunately, not airy. It began to get rather stuffy
and there seemed to be a little unrest. Bill Rickhart and Tom Condit found & bottle
of Jim Beam that had not been included in the original calculation and removed it to
tneir room, Where they could obderve it more closely, Soon word apread like wildfire
that thore was & mystery party going on in 108,

One at a time, people began to leave the con suite and seek out this mystery
pAarty. The move came Just in time for our experiment, because the linuor was rather
low and it looked &s though we wouldn't be able to get all the data,

Soon the entire con was in 108 and the mystery party turned out to be Bill and
Tom eand the orphan bottle, Sandy Cutrell brought his guiter end entertained the
group with "Songs Of The Bosses*", This caused some consterngstion among the other
gaests at the motel, who had never heard any songs with the words "Soviet Union" and
"garl Lliarx™ in them, Lvery so often, one of these people would stop outside the
window and peer in at us,

In spite of noble efforts by Art Saha, Dan Curran and Bill ponaho, it seemed ac
thougn the evening-night phase of this c&se could &lso be considered a success. The
iiquor was still nolding out when we went to bed sbout 1 &a,.m,

* nvailable from Dick ullington — 25¢

WOENING AND FINAL RESULDS

The next morning was the usual "have coffee with us".type con morning. The New
Yorkers were having breakfasi in the restaurant in the motel and people kept leaving
the table and others would take their place, '

Vie want over to Ellington's room Just in time to see Dan Curran wWander in,
unshaven, looking for all the world like & man.of 80, "Bill," Dan sald to ponasho,
"you’ll have to go over to the drugsiore aud get some more beer."

.oy don?t you g7 1 said.

%1 can®t," Dau replied, "I'm not 21,"

"Believe me, Tan," sald Ellington, "thayill never guees,”

" ait a moment," I said, "is this the end of the 46s%? HKas the liquor run out



antirely ¥ The con is not over yet,"

"Here, here{" cried Ellington excitedly, "Here's that bottle of Rhine wine
that George left with me, untouched% ™rink, Dani®

He handed it to Dan, who took & Arink and passed it on to Saha, The bottle
was soon empty and we had to consider tne experiment closed, The con had about an
hour and a half to run and tae liguor vas completely gone once egain,

RESULTS.

Our question wass Can a group of some 40 odd fans find happiness at & motel
in Virginla, or will the liquor run out ¢ The answer, obviously is yes to both. The
fans will be happy and the llauor wvill always run out, See Table #1l; Appendix A.

CONCLUSIONS

I In the 1nitial stage of any convention, the liquor will be adequate.

2, Toward the end of the conventlon, tne fans will drink anything,

de It is impossible to provide enmough liquor for the entire con, but you can
make & good estimate (using the Equation in Appemdix 4) and will probably
bs able to get through the first 18 hours,

Go Fans have & good time, no matter vhat the liguor situation,

The author wishes to Yhank the many fans who made this experimen’% pussibtle,
these includet Dick & Pat Ellington, Lee & Larry Shaw, Bill Donaho, Dan Curran, 30b
lladle, Bob avlat, Ted White, John Magmus, Chuck Frelingthal, Hans Steffan Santesscan,
George Young, Bill Rickhardt, Tom Condit, Jim Broderiek, Ben Jason, Steve Schultheis.
Art Sahn, Belle & Frank Dietz, George Nims Raybin, Dave & Ruth Kyle, Bob & Bardara
Silverberg, etc atc otc .

"They Guzzled It Down", by Christopher lMulch (American Journal of Fandon,
Vol. 108, 1934, pe. 64) v

"The Fannlish Environment", by Bloch, Tucker, Grennell, et. al, (Fandom Speaks,
Jol, 4, 1911, pe 6) -

"Is That Bottle EBmpty Already®", by Hovard De Vore (Journsl of Society of

Completists, Vol. 90, 1949, p. 1009) : PABIE 1
é'.ns 4
. Fo : /
L-b; = — » .»80 .
il Wl . " 10 /
Ly t(4.7) = ' o /
—'—r'-
NOLENCLATURE 5o
/
N = Number of fans &0 4
C = Number of bottles 30 /
= coefficient of sreliability 20 ‘ A
Bty = RN )n (t* = time in hours) -
Ly = tilme llquor runs out 1oy P




THE LONG CON
by =y
Don Ford .

The 9th ilidwestcon waa held the last v:eek-end of June, 1958

It was a’good con,

-For me it started’ the Wednsday before when Do¢ Smith showed up in front of my
house at 4 p.m, with a 32* house trailer attached to his Cheverolet Carryall. Then
ine fun began, The road is nerrow & Jjust about the time Doc vould get started back-
ing into my drivevay, traffic got heavy, Werds Corner Road ¥ith maybe one car an
hour going by, suddenly seemed to be the most popular road in this entire area. I
suspected maybe 1t vas a detour route from U.S5¢ 322,

There's a retaining vall on each side of the Arive as you near the house, They
are about 5' high & one side is tuckled from the heavy freezing veather of last
vinter so there's only 8'-8" of clearance to put an 8' wide house trailer into. Doc
started bitching, I reminded him that he'd put Kimball Kinnison all over the galexy
& surely he could do this earthly task., He #id a-good job & was soon at the chore
of un-hitching, settmg up house, as it vere; & by 5 p.m. te all sat doen to supper.

That night the CFG gang came out for & visit & ve all exchanged gossip, news;
views, etc., from the fan world, Dr, liary liartin (Plastic Surgeon), & newcomer to
our group, vwae introduced to Doc Smith for the first time & they soon vere talking
over the old stories from wmey back when. Sne‘d nevaer sean the megazine version of
"Skylark Of Space", so I dug out the 3 part seriel from the stack of Lmezing Stories,
1928 ~ 30 years ago., Then Doc Aid a very nice thing for me...he eutographed all 3
Installments of his serial. I vas 7 years old vhen they vere published,

Next he told us that he had 3 chapters to finsh on & nev novel he hos vritten,
titled: "The GirlV ith The Green Hair", % e then vere taken on & tour of inspection
of the house tra._:.ler, Tvo outstanding features are two peintings; one a Rogers
cover from hstounding illustrating the Gray Lensman & Lawrence which was comissioned
by Doc & tool 5 years to peint, of the “ueen of Lyrane, from his "Second Stage Lensms.
The Lyrdne vias a matriarchy & this original portrays & striking nude gueen, with her
court. 1 photogrephed both covers before the v.eek-end vwas over,

The weather should get & mention about here. For 14 consecutive week-ends il
hod rained. The skies were still gloomy & %e had our fingers crossed for the coming
woek-and, As it turned out, it vas a beautiful hot veek-end; making the pool seen
most attractive, Since Tucker, Bloch & Asimov did not show up, it must be one .of
the wita the "Joe Bflspk" perasonallty. Doc said he braved the tail:emd of G tornado
over in Indiana while driving in.

Thursday, Ron Bllik callsd me up & said he vas in town & was anybody doing an
thing ¢ ‘1 said yes, come on over to the motel tonight, So, Thursday night saw a
group in the Seascepe Lounge,. Lllik, Christianberry, Doc & Jeannie Smith, Doc &
Evelyn Barrett, Oscar & lMary iBllan lloeller, Stan & Joan Skirvin, Lou & Carrle Tabakuw
etc., Sort of like a quiet pre-con type of gathering. Oh yes, Joe Hen:.ley & Der
Fledermaus vere there, too, along vith the late Kent Moomaw.

4 group of drum majorettes were in the motel-& Ellik kept aa.ying, "Oh boyimn I
kept saying, "Only 15 or 14," until I sav a few vho-mede me realize that there vere
some older omes, tod., Ellik turned out to be 2 blord, well built lad in his early
20%8, Lloomex, dark haired and slender, with dark shell rirmed glasses. I was glad t
seo both of them, I'd besn receiving FANAC for some tims ¢& wanted to, see the eager
beaver vho published weekly. IMoomar had been invited around for 3 years running, but
as an active publisher seemed chainad to his editorial desk. This was the 2nd vime
I had met$ him,
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Ellik and I svapped fan goasip for a long time and he conveyed the startling
news that Vernon licCain hed recently Aied, Ve got to talking con news & he said
Snoary doesn't think he'll live until the con. 1 said it just seems that way when
the work piles up near the convention date. ;

Friday. I took off vork & so d41d Lou, Sten vas going to end menaged to shov up
at 11 p.m. that night, I forget vhich nuaber on the list he used. We loafed outside
near the pool & got to meet everyone when they checked into the motel, Lou, Dale
Tarr & Stan Skirvin were selling banyuet tickets & I was trying to interest people 1n
the Dollen’s paintings, We had these Dollen's for ;10.00 each and most of them were
knockouts., They measured 15 " £ 20 " and at that price were & good buy. At Cleve~
land, his paintings were auctioned off at nearly double that in soms cases. I got a
good laugh to myself, One fan, vho shall be nameless, thought the banquet tickets
were too high at 35.00; but bought 3 Dollen's paintings.

Vwe made plans to meet with Noc Barrett, Edmond Hemilton, Doc Smith & myself at
the "junk yard", This 1s out in the boondocks about 20 miles beyond my house, There
are about 5 acres of junk——some in sheds; some just piled up. I first ran across
the ouner abouu. 3 or 9 years ago vhen I was tracking down jazz records & s-f mags,
Ha's read s-f for 20 - 30 years & hes alvays claimed to have 3,000 mags in a loft in
the house; but he'd never get them out and shoved little inclination to do so, I
finally set Doc Barrett on to him, Doc nearly had a fit the first time he vent out,
Heore was & man who vas an even greater coilsctorl....he coliected everything. 01d
cars, china, pettery, silverw.re, music boxes, antigres of all kinds, You name ift:
he's got it, 1923 16 cylinder Cadillac; a pile of chamber potsg bells; christ, I
can*t begin to name it alll

Throughout the years, Doc has fell prey io my fiendish scheme, H3's bought an
aacient music box that plays brass discs; an. Ediphone which plays cylinder recorde;
etc etec. anyvay, he vanted to take Hamilton & Smith out there., They go’ in a shad
& Burrett got to vawing through piles of recordis, He sounded like a rat in & corn
crlb, He did get & crate full of eylinder records and ve vent along a tortorous
trail to the ovner's house, mentally picking out landmarks among the piles of Junk
8o ve could locate the car when ve vere ready to leasve, The owner got out some mags
for Hamilton & Smith to autogreph & I snapped a fev flash pictures, Some of the slides
& storeos turned out juite fabulous, I could Ao un antire series (photo & written)
on this place. :

One more valuable purchase vas made...& chaumber pot from the "thunder mug" plle,
This was presented to Lou at the banquet, He being the man vho was always complain-
ing about not having & pot—much less a window %o throw it out of.

' @ got to the motel about noon & I talked & photographed various people like,
the Hickimans, Detroiters, Ralpn I{. Holland, the Niel de Jacks, Scortia, Ellisons,
Raybin, Nietz's, Kyles, Jean Carrol, Bill Nonaho, have ilacnonald. There taemad to
Ne sort of & truce with the ' ,S,F.,S. controversy this week-end. Everyone sesmesd
sontent to have a good time, In fact, at the banyuet the ll.C.’8 asked Kyle, Raybin
& Dietz to all stand up together and they drev a good round of applausea

after meeting Liachonald, I'm going to take the square root of anything he has
to write up., I realize Inchmery Fandom will take a dim view of this, but IfacDonald
strikes me &8 being a clod, George Young vented to hava & get together in his room
to discuss Detrois politics at L.A, Dave kept wanting to come along & George kevs
telling hinm he'd rather he didn't as it was egort of a privaie meetings I think i%
snded up with Dave listoning in the halivay,

Nick & Noreen Falasca vere passing out "Son Of Faniom’s purden” and T talked
with them & hit on Tic5.FeS, They're all for chenging it vie elesting now directors;
while I'm all for doing avay vith i%t. RBither that, or creating & nev one & letiing




“he old one die off by being ignored, « B

The Banquet started at. 6330 pam. und. the food vas good. Following the meal,
noc Barrett introduced Tom Scortia & Harlan Bllison, who were to both act as 1,0,
Thsy did very well at introdueing verious notables anA excelled at cutting remarks
Yarust at each cther, Detrbit & Chlcago each made & pitch for their city as the 59
3on elte and then aumerous *avards” vwere peassed out...DeVore got & statue es the
higgest liar® from Sid Coleman, Lou got the chamber pot (nov heing used for flover::
I got a medical book, "Diseases of the Rectum'; this vras Decause i asked Ben Keifer
to do an article for POOKA ‘on flatulation,

Harlen then auctioned «ff 3 cover originals that Ted Cearnell had donated. The
monsy from this was going back to Ted (315.50) for the Londen Circle, who had loaned
money. to the Londoncon. Sincé the Londoncon vent into the red, the loan had never
been repayed. (Lditorial notes an additional ;63.50 to make & total of 379,00 was
geat to Ted. This represented & donation from the Cinginnail Fantasy Group & the
iildwesteon., This was for the Lonlon Circle and should help them; as well as reduce
the Londoncon deficit.) Next, Harlan auctioned off & variety of manuascripts & int-
erior lllustrations for TAFF. lladle had brought these along & 1t seemed like Nebula
and Lowndes were the tvo contributors of this meterial,

Vie had & slide shov,.folloved by a movie that Ted Carnell had taken at the
londoncene Both were wall received & the exodus contimued to. the Norti plaze llotel,
Toera festivities reignad the rest of the night,

There, I kept roou~hopping and I think I managed to se9 everyone whu attanded
this year, - 95 were at the benguet, vith a%out 20 more showing up for the program
that followed.  1n retrospect the week-end conversations blur into one disorganlzed
mass of confusiocn, Hurlan ceemed much more mature and certainly cannot be comparel
iw.%he hiwot rock 7th fandomite of a fer yeare back. [t one llidvestcon he re~eivad an
axard as the "most obnoxious fan", ¥is stories of army 1life made good listeaning: if
20t fully believable, He'll be out next year & I imagine the parting will be mutually
agreeabie. He said he's got a deal lined up to vrite the continuity for the Buck
kogers cartoon strip, '

Ednond Hamilton sald that while he and Leigh (Brackett) were in Hollywood he
turred Into a jazz & cemera fan, Bought himsgelf e polaroid camera end & set of the
Jeily Koll lforton Library of GCongress series. I kept telling him he vas really
g2oing to hell, now, He was quite active in attending the .room parties this year,
somathizz he'd not ione in the past, and said he'd found out he'd bean missing & lo%.
"het, combined vith the other tvo, puts him vell on the road to ruin.

T gave up about 3:30 a,m, & *ent home for some sleep. Next dey I found Lou,
Frank Andrasovsky and Bea Mahaffey looking pretty vell beat...they!d stayed up all
night; going from one room. to another until they finally ended wp sitilng outside by
tha pool., Lou's voice was almost gone, he vras so hoarse.s It gave the rest of us e
chance that afternoon and evening,

It was an afternoon of saylng goodbye as thae mejority left for home & the
rundane worlds Ve gathered up & crowd cf 22 & made the journey into downtown Cincin-—
nuil for & dinner at a Chinese restaurant. This was one of the highlights of the
waek~-end., 1 kept thinking of ullis Iillls as ve ate & hearty real., I'4 not eaten
any noon lunch & was welil prepered, Not only that, sitting in the hot sun all aiter-
noen Jeft me dehydrated enough, that the first quart of tee went dovn in nothing flat,

Harlen kapt up an wnceasing line of jokes & chatter thal was amusing & funay,.
Iarioa Liallipnger caught ths brunt of an =ssay into womsu'a clothing styles, ae sns
was vearing & sack dreas. Her groen atocking reminded Yarlan of Tvatch Blw Blight. ete

Going back to the motel, we stonuaed off in loun% Lidems o lev the visitore get
a look into downtown Cincinnetd from cna of the 7 hillitope. J3ana Carxol fiiled s
in on the news from N.¥.G,, &lso newa oF Mouscovitz®s ccming marrisgs.

i



As I left around 10 p.m., Joe Hensley & Harlan were writing & story together,
each typlng every other page, 1t wes a detective story., ibout 20 vere sitting there
kibitlzing., After a bedtime snack of vetermelon with the Smith's, ve called it a doy.
vay? A woek-endl

lMonday morning started my vecation, 1 needed one., Another deal was coming up,
thouga, Lou Tabakow sells a tubeless tire repair kit, He snd hls partner are dls-
tributors for Ohlo, Kentucky, and southern Indiana, He invited me to go along with
him & sell as well as meke it a "vacation trip"., 1 seid goodbye to the Smiths, who
left an hour later for: Indiana, Oregon, Solacon ard winter af Boulder City, Nevade
in the desert, vhich they like so well,

Lou & I headed for Toledo, working the gasoline stations along the way, Ve'd
made arrangements at the lldwestcon to meet Frank ), Robinson & his friemd, John
Ilarray in Toledo, They were both on vacatlon & vould be in Toledo a fe days & then
rlanmmed to go to Nev York, where Frankle wanted to attend lcscowitzts wedding. It
was migserably hot thet day & we tclephoned ahead from Lime for motel reservations,
The only name Lou could remember turned out to have a 1/3 ton air conditioner in the
bathroom window, as it was 10 p.m,, no other motels had any vacancles & we stayed in
the place with the coolest bathroom in tovn.

Tuesday, we cnanged motels before braakfast & later 1n the day telephoned Frank.
Directicns vere given us to meet them at a certain restaurant, These later proved to
ba lnaccurate & we arrived a half hour late and found Frank & John well entrenched at
the bar.

They were curious about the tire repair gimmick and we went into explanations
over our drinke, The deal is to pull into & gas station & &sk for the boee., Ask him
1f he's got time to watch y'm punch & hole in vour tire and repair it right on the
«bhosl while he's watching, This usually gets'their attentlon & often times the whole
crew & the hangers on & customers will come out as well, So you vhip out an ice vick
& s8tick it in your tire; thredd the rubberized cord through the repalr needle; pull
out the 1lce pick & quickly insert the needle vith the repalr cord, The entire operat—
ivn can be done in lese time than it takes to type this out,

W a'd been on the go &ll day long in the hot sun and were dehydrated, besides
not having stopped for lunch, The drinks Aisappeared fest & we decided to meke our
Glnner orders., They had the printed type menus with & permanent selection, Lou &
John dacided to go for the steak dinner for tvo and Lou made .the order, only to be
informed they were out of this. 1 took out my pencil & drew & heavy black line
tirough that item on my menu, Frenk's selection was out, too, I drew 4 or 6 heavy
sines through thet item, 1y choice was svordfish steak, Out., Also out came the
pencll agein, but before I could get a chance to use 1t, the waitress jerked the menv
out of my hands saying they cost money to print, I settle? for fresh Lake Erie
Pickerel,

The rolls, butter, salad and saled tray were set on the table, and I kept her
busy pouring ice vater for my ever empty glass, Normelly I like about 6 or 7 glasse:
of ice water with my meal, This time I was thirsty, Vie got extra rolls & butter &
started devouring everything while walting for our meal to arrive, This salad tray
was & three-tiered lazy susan affair with cottage cheese, carrot strips & celery
hearts, pickled beets, merinated herring, olives, etc, The usual set up. They Just
pass this around your teble once & you're supposed to be polite and tske only small
samplings of the various selections, The vaitress got buey elsewhars (try’ng %o avoid
my empty water glass) & %e started going through thet salad tray 1ile army ente, By
3y the timoe our dinners were ready, the only thing left wss tha hoi peppere, which
only Lov. had liked, She sald; "Oh deari” & took the wwpiy tray avay, lookiug sloke
That tray was prcbably meaut to serve & dozen tables that night, TLo meai was good &
I'm sure they didu't meke any axorbitwat prefit on us.




Next stop vus our motel and as it was & rather nice layout, Frank said, "Oh,
vm sybarites, youl Living like kings, out on the road like thisgn

Ve drug out the llmuor & set ups and settled dovn to comfortebly re-~hash %he
Midw eﬂ.tcon. After an hour of this, we turned to various bits of gossip & rumors w'ed
each beard at different times and placesy comparing notes on these, Finally Frank
atartad In remembering his aearly days at Ziff-Davis vhen he vorked as copy Loy for
Fay Palmer, He often kids in saying he used to empty Palmer's vastebasket at zZiff- '
Davis, and after all vho are we to dispute his vw. ord %

VWie got to talking about authors, agents; edltors, etc., & than.Frenk started in.
I think the whiskey was taklug hold of him abdut then., He regeled us with choloer .
stories abouts Palmer, Hamling, Leiber, Dik:ys, Leroy Yerxa, Korshak, ‘Shasta, Farmer, :
Fred Pohl, Tucker, etc. He kept-saying, "I.rsally shouldn't be:telling you guyse thils.’
saoyou will keep it to yourselves, won't you 2" Vie kept saying yees & I kept refilling -
his gless, This was one time when Lou. had the good grace to keep-his mouth shut, 8o
you know it wes really fascinatin; materiel, In fact, if ho'd Bo much as’ Opened hla '
mouth during this session, 1I'd have shoved & pillow or fist down it, : :

Frenk would get to thinking about & fresh story to tell us & def-ide 1t was
funny. So funny that he'd laugh until the tears ren out of his eyes. Ve'd have to .-
%ait ¢ or 5 minutes untll he could control himself enough to tallz, A frustrating
ex¥perierce at such a crucial moment: I snapped a couple of pictures cf this staid
aoditor of Science Digest *tbreaking up?, He'll be-proud of the facial expressichs I
captured in living colowr,

Ve fmi.saed out the short week in Toledo, now seamingly dull after fhis sesslion,
ox:d vorked south tovards Cincinnat! and home for the July 4th Holiday week-end.

The folloving vweek, 1% was Lima & then on to Sandusky, which is on Lake Brie,
vkile in Sandusky, my demonstration tire kept leaking air one day. Id have to keep
atopping in at company owned stations to get air hoping to ‘tide me over for: an -acur
or 80 until I could locate another one., .The reason I went to these company- stations
vas becauso they never permit thelr employees to buy anything except a company pro-
duct, It looks bad to get alr at a place where you try to sell tire repeirs,

After going through this process all day long, I told Lou I eimply had to do
somathing avbout it, After supper we drove to o Standard 01l company station & asko
to put my tire 1n the vater tguk to check for a slow leak, He pulled the wheel off
& put 40 lbe pressure in the tire & dropped it in the tank. Wov%t The bubbles cause!
oy the cscaping alr churned the veter into a white froth, I think he wes thoroughly
shocked for once in his life, He kept looking &t Lou & them at me—wanting tc ask
cuestlons, but we weren't talking & he didn't know where to begir, Abcut that time =
cars pulled in for gas & he left us, I went out to my car, got some samples, anc
bogen repairing leaks,

I used up all my samples & had to get pomp kits & peel off cords out of them..,
e few from each kit, s0 they wouldn't be noticed, The tire vas a used one I°d picked *
D 5 months previously & it ¥vas now worn so thin that the tire repairs wouldn't hold
for too long a tims. It vas rotton, We had to add more air & fortunately cars kapt
cunlng ia keeping the attendant busy & from breathing down our necks, By the time we
finished, ve‘d made 26 repairs, Not too bad, really, when you ocnsider I had 200-150
holes in the tire. I got out the needle for Lou end said, "You know, Lou, 1f we '
weren’'t such dirty bastards thistd sort of shake our falth, wouldn®t it gn

Vie telephoned Ben Jason in Cleveland and told kim wa?’d be over the next day. I
hoped the tire would Lold up untll we made % intc Clevslard, anyvay, Nex®t morniug
in Vermillion I s0lf & avation & kit & he zot 4o tallklnz S0 me mbout Cincinuati, Aske
ma 1f I kaew ¢f any good motels, thers, as he wanted to coms down for a few days of
vacatlione, I pluggad ths North Fieza & evggested scme restauranie, bure, o%c n: would
ilke, Finally, I askej him the price +f & new %tire & %hen saié Lf he’d $alks aunvtlos



kit, I buy a tire, He 3id. It seams to impress people more when you stick an lce
rleck into a brand new tire, end I carry the 0ld one along to show them what the re-
pairs look like from the inside,

Vie got to Ben's house & decided to valt on Frank Andrasovsky come home from
work, He's & boller maker and was working in Youngstovn on a construction job. Ben
showed us hils magezine collection, containgng among other things & complete set of
Vieird Tales, He and his brother share tne family mansion, now, and he's been busy
doing extensive remodeling. A new furnace, with the duct vork & all has been installe-
ed by Ben, the workshop and darkroom bespeak varied activities, The kitchen has the
latest in electric wall ovem, counter-recessed pover unit to operate a mixer, blender,
grinder & any other attachment they can think to make, ' e used the grinder to sharpen
our lineoleum knives used in cutting off the tire repair cords after demtmstratirg.
Besides all this, Ben can cook., After the toru of ingpection we settled down with
our drinks to avait Frank Andrasovsky.

As soon as he arrived a vertal exchange begen over where to go eat, Every l1l0t.
suggestion or so, Ben brother would suggest & place, Lou & I were lost during this
axchange, knowing little about Cleveland except for the areg surrounding the lLienger
Hotel, the 1955 con site, Aifter a % hour of this our hunger pangs beceme almost un--
nearable...ve'd skipped lunch on the way over, . Finally we got them into Lou's car &
Loaded anwvntown, telling them to make the final decision on tihe way:

It started to rain, Lou, as those of you who have met him well know, vears
glassee 80 thick they look liks the bottoms out of two Coca~Cole bottles, Aafter
sperding two ysars driving a Yellow Cab in Cincinnati his driving hablts changed
from 9 slow, meek, timld soul to one of charging abandonment, The type who either
drives an army tank; has full insurance coverage, or figures the hell with the othar
sy —~Llet him have goed: brakes,

The restaurant finally selected was Jim's Steak House, which is in the dock
eres dovntovn, By this time we vere in a driving rein and highway construction aree.
Lox has the habit of trying to impele his listeners with & forceful look while talk-
ing to them; which is supposed to drive home his scintillating witl, This' sometimes
getes awkward vhile he is driving & the listener is in the back seat and might not
gev the full impect of his rich lov melodic whisper, (Ted Carnell has said it comes
through on tape as @& rich brown tone, Sten Skirvin & I think he means gdark brown.)
S0, Lou kept turning around to look at Ben & I in the back seat, and every time he
dii so, Frenk in the front'seat would Instinctively ram his foot on the floorboaris
trying to apply the non-existant brakes., He'd keep saying, ‘“'atch it, Lovi"

Finally I reassured him, "Lou's windshiéld is ground to his cwn perscription.”

The rein lst up & we arrived safaly into the area vhere the "iad Butcher of
Kingsbury Run" has killed & dissected 20 or so victims over the past 20 years. in s
serles of crimes that has never been solved. The newspapers & crime megazines have
wrltten this up many times & I'm sure you've all read stories abcut them,

Before it got too dark I menaged to get a couple shots of the Cleveland skylin
and of the ore boats, etc, /in excellent location for night shots & & place I want t
return, but not alone,

Inside, we ordered our drinks & food & vere having & gocd time Joking avay &
talking about the illdvestcon, our meeting with Frankie & John in Toledo, etce A
slightly tipsy man from another teble came over & said that today was his wife's 54th
birthaday & their 30th wedding anniversary. Ve got into conversation with him; T shot
their picture togethar, and then they ordored & round of érinks for us & he kapt say-
ing, "Klss my wife." , which we did. The phote of Lou doing this should come in
hondy for future referenca.

By the time we goi back tc Bea's it was after 10 p.mo, 80 vhile we did mantion




a couple of times about telephoning the Falasca's, we didn't press it, as it vas
gstting late, Ben twisted our arms and forcibly made us drink highballs while we

Aal around and talked some more, Frank made plans to come to Cincinnatl for & vislt
eud ahuout 2 a,m. I went to bed, leaving Lou & the other tvo talking away,

Ben woke me up in the morning as he left for work and shortly thereafter we
lefs, It was 250 miles to Cincinnatl and we vanted to vork along the route home, It
was raining, again, ond ve drove south for an hour or 89 before the weather clearsd
up enough that we could vork, _

Ve got as far as Aspnlend and I remarked to Lou that this was the town vhere the
Myers Co., had théir hom e offlce, Thla didn't strike any bell with him, so I sald 1t
was ths company Lynn Hickman sold for, Half an hour later vho do I see but Lou &
Lynnt Lou had gone into & Ford Lgency & saw Lynn in there seeing about a o2r, He
promptly forgot all about selling tire repairs & the tvo of them tracked me do%wn in
a filling station, Whare I algo forgo* about tire repei:s,

We had lunch together, on L;nn's expoense account, and then he sprang the start-
ling news, The night bafore, he'd been in Oleveland and the Falascas had met him at
the airport, He'd arrived around 10 p/m, e got & report on .the Illsiscon & by that
time all of us faks fen decided 1t was time to do some more vork & home vas still g
long ways off. ;

Ve worked llansfield and had supper there, Didn't have time to telephone
itarleigh Vineon a8 ve had to get moving. I got heme at 11 p.m. that night and felt
lixo it hud really been a long convantion,

: : ',' pon Ford
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CONVUNTION DATES

V.e hava been asked to support various cities for the 1960 convantion site,
which under the rotation plan will be held in the eastern sector of the U.,S, As. of
this vriting (December 1958) 3 ecities huve coma forvard: V.ashington, Philedelphia &
Pittsburgh. Our reply to them and any others that may come forward is that we feel
the Labor Day waetk-end 1s & bad time (ve, being the CFG) and that some other date
should be chosen,,.not July 4th week—end, aither. Our reascns arei
l, liost vacation periodAs end on Labor Day. cmployees get & 3 month period n
which to seisct thelr vacation time, Thus, you end up on Labor Day with
hundreda of miles to travel in order to get back to work the folloving
Tuesday. ilissing Tuesday menas a loss of llonday's pay, usually.

2., Those with children are forced to leave asarly in order to get them eithar
In school or registered that Tuesdey,

3¢ Stores are closed this week-end, leaving wives vith little to do while ths

husbands con' 'avay.

4, 1}eny restaurants & bars Bre closad Labor Day & hotels charge extra for the

banmiet on this date,

5. All formes of transportation are ovartaxed this week-end,...highways a death

trep, v hy make the fans travel on this vask-end %

fie - Lober pay saa’ly means activity oo femilies,

Ta Only tradition zays & con has 9 ©s oxu Labor pav. fiorcon 4id change it,

but the Julr 4ul Is Juzt &1 bad.
o will sctiveny sunonrt ihe v laved oot cditluve on A0S matbew
ot vhn date, Oux N A . NS CCowQuek- o Bef e nabor pan o owmet g
Juat negtiive on the wiatier o o8y Dbl Day for bhe €20wE POLASes



“JHITHLR THE WONDER ¢
by
Stan Skirvin

It scems to have been Sam lloscowitz whose lamoents for his lost "sense of
wonder"™ made the phrase a byword among the old fogeys cf fandom, I experlsnced a
growing sense of wonder myself at the refusal of many to accept this loss as a nat-—
ural price for growing up. Hnow long can glamour survive familiarity ? Has anycne
ever experienced adventure, or does experlense become adventure only in the telling ™=

The "sense of wonder" question has received some discussion within the ¢, ¥, ¢
at both In-town and out-of-town meetings, usvally as a concomitance to the current
doldrums in which science fiction finds itself, In th: course of these discussions, a
two other factors have cmerged as influentlal in centributing to the death of the
sense of wonder,

indeed, the first of these factors appears to be ilnstrumental in preventing
the sense cf wonder even in neofans,

The culprit ¢ Famlliarity., Lveryone exposed to any ¢f the comercial commin-
icatlor media is assaulted with mate:ial which, in the nct-tco-distan! past, was the
sxelrvsive property of sclence fictlona This ranges from the comiec strips, tirough
newspapers, radiv, televisio: , and scientific Journa'.s, After being conditiomed
frow bizth In such & flood of sciance fiction concopts, who carn ever experlence the
Jelight and fulfilment of the imag.native child of yastoryear upon discovery that
thore was & whole field of science fiction whece the imagination was vufattered ¢

Sic %ranslt gloris mundi,

The second factor which has aljed in the atrophy of the sense of wonder con-
cerneg the old fogeys who have read much s-f for many years., It is, however, mure of
e historical factor than psychological, as contrasted with the sophisticaticn of
maturity referred to i1 my opening remerks,

To aspprcach the matter slightly obliquely; how long can a new goldfleld be
prospacted bofore most of the major lodes have been discovered ¢ The time dnesn't
magtery the point 1s that 1f the prospesting 1s done assidulously, practicelly all
of the major lodes will be discovered in & finite length of time.

Tuere ls much historical evidence to support the hypothesls that the goldf’ uli
of sclence fictlon has been pretty well worked over., (Anyone who dossnt thiniz tnat
tng working over was done assldulously should road or reread the work of Wells ard
Verne,) The subject 1s worthy of & rather scholarly study, but I shall leavs that
to the scholars and content myself with sketching in some of the outllnesa

In the early days of science fictlon in the magazines, the idea was ths thius
804 the venicle which carried the idea was often of incredibly sheddy workmanshlp,
Slowly the workmanship on the vehicle improved, although the mcdel often left much
te be desired, By the late “ihirtles and early “forties thore was some fine crafta-—
renshlp abroad in the fleld, Stories still tendecd to be thing-oriented rather than
pevple-—-oriented, though., But how many storles can ho written a&bout the same things
withont atarting to sound llke the same stories $ The mmber 1s limited,

Sclencs flction stories began to poy mare and more attention %o the things
thet paopta fesi and think. a trend whicl. hes cemiimved vy Lo ths present dar, pny
sclence fiction avthors asem to be rmuing cut of new thinee % 27, & circumctanco
whizh tids feiv to WAL the flald of scierce fiction, no masfer Low well the oli
things are baing suid agein,

Wo scleuce rictiinisis are, I bYollevs, much ia the vosision 22 $he profeseional




ti.losopheras 149s dumned hard to find something to talk cf which the Greeks didntt
vids @ ol soms two-thousand odd years ago. You may hold coatrary vlaws to mine of the

« w5 of Line philosophers in dealing with their probicme I fesl that the Impress—
e s 0f the work of the phllosophers of the past several hundred years varies e
Loverasly to one's acouaintanceship with the known work of ancient philcezorhsrs and )
12 (ue’s desire for inclslveness and disgust with obscure language and poor.y stated 4
cuncepty,

Olmy, you may ask, what 1z the answer ¥ I will suy to you that that is a very
good question. .

I don't know the aneswer or answers to the problem of science fiction?!s present 5
doldrums, Maybe we have to drop all fans of over ten yesrs! reading iu the fiei... £
deny access tn old collectimns to neofans, and pretend like 1t never happoned before.

I don't know,
I have merely tried to point out thet there are good and sufficlent reesons §.9
'hy the sense of wonder had to dis. ; i
,
Heyt . v
It didn't really die; it just faded away.,

', 2 fd-; ] . : Stan Sxirvin
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