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DECEMBER ALAZIdG DROPS 16 PAGES: Amazing, under Harry ’Harrison as editor, has drop
ped 16 pages of text as well as featuring more new
stories. The change, vividly reflecting Harry Harrison’s new role as Editor, is
noticeable in the higher quality of paper this issue is printed on; the paper is
brighter, less rough than that used in previous issues; as a result, type and ill
ustrations are sharper and cleaner. The cover shows a greater awareness of layout
and, although rather crowded, is the most attractive cover the magazine has featured
in many months. The price of 50<£ remains the same as before.

In a seperate move, the name of Joseph Ross, formerly Managing Editor, has been re
moved from the masthead of the magazine. Now that the SFWA embargo, has been lifted,
and with Harry Harison as editor, the sf world can hope that Amazing will once more
become a vital part of magazine science fiction.
+ + +’++•+ + + + + +

MARCEL AYI4E DEAD IN FARIS: Marcel Ayme, French novelist, playwright and screen wri
ter, died October 14th, at the age of 65. He had been
ill recently. Ayme wrote a dozen novels, 13 plays for the theatre, and other works
of a fantastic nature. The Walker Through-I'alls, a paperback collection of some of
his fantasies, was published several years ago by Berkley Publishing Co. in New York.
Originally published in France as Across Paris and Other Stories, it was graced by
a R-ichard Powers cover.
(Source: John Boardman)
+ + + + + + + + + + +

STEPHEN PICKERING; ALL THE SORDID' DETAILS (PART 79...): Stephen Pickering is back
with us, for one more try
at whatever his purpose in life is__ In the latest communique from the West Coast,
we understand him to have written a. re|)ly to the remarks published in Redd Boggs’
Newhon rieview. The phrase, "Andrew Porter making licentious remarks for his own
pedantic diarrhea..." appears several times in the letter. For complete details (if
you really want to know, why should I stop you...) write to Vern Bennett, P.O. Box
705, Hawthorne, Calif., 90250. A copy of The Pickering Papers #2 is available on
request from Bennett, who has apparently saddled himself with a strong belief in
freedom of speech; with the world like it is, one honestly must wonder why...
+ + + + + + + + + + 4-

LOTS LORE Tt-RRIBLE SF IN THE MOVIES: The Conqueror 'form will be made by. AmericanInternational Pictures in cooperation -with
Tony Tenser of Tigon-Global Films, England. Based on the EAPoe classic, it will
star Vincent Price... Hejlow Down There is now in production in Miami.and the Baha
mas, starring Tony Randall and Janet Leigh. Produced by Ivan Tors Films, it’s the
" story of a scientist who designs an underwater home of the future. His career rests
on his family living in it, but his wife is afraid of water....The Girl, The Gold
. Watch and Everything will be produced by Gordon Carroll for Jalem Productions, a
company owned by Jack Lemmon. It will.be produced as a majjor feature...Current
... -goodies to watch for include The. Frozen Dead, starring Dana Andrews; It, starring
_ Roddy McDowall.; and Natchless, starring Patrick O’Neal.
(Source: Bob Tucker)

BJO TRIMBLE DEFT.: Bjo’s Fan Etiquette Book will be ready in the Spring, Watch
this space for details.

A Fortfolio of Hannes Bok sketches is available from Bjo for $2.50; $2.00 if you
are a member of the n3f. For a copy write to Bjo Trimble, 243 Santa Rosa Avenue,
Oakland, California, 94610.
+++++++++++

SF CLUB FOR LONG ISLAND?: New York State’s Long Island, composed of Nassau and
Suffolk Counties (Brooklyn and Queens are on L.I., too,
but they don’t count) has over 1,500,000 population. Now, there’s some talk of
a fanclub getting started out. there. Interested parties can contact Estelle Sanders,
131 Edmundton Drive, North Babylon, LI, New York 11703 for information.
4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-

MATCHED: Frank Dietz and Frances Ann Frazier Ashe, October 7th, NY Municipal Bldg.
4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-

MUST RENEW THIS ISSUE:Ray Fisher.
+ + + -F + -r + + + + +

MUST RENEW NEXT ISSUE: Kay Anderson; John Ayotte; Martha Beck; Rick Brooks; Ed
Bryant; Bill Conner; Leigh Couch; Lewis Grant; Lynn Hick
man; Brian Hill; R. M. Lalor; Dean McLaughlin; Robert A Madle; Don Miller; Art
Saha; Alan Shaw; and Dale Tarr.
+ + + + + + + + + + 4-

SUBSCRIPTION POLICY: Dave Van Arnam and I have decided that it’s no longer practic
al to offer a 3/250 subscription, so we’ve dropped that. Now,
it’s 14/$ 1 or nothing. In the line with the change in subscription basis is the
proposed increase in postal rates. See the next item for full details.
444- 4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-4-

POSTAL INCREASES MILL EFFECT FANDOM: Several weeks ago Congress passed a bill con
taining new postal rates. If (although presum
ably when) the Senate puts it through in the same form, we can expect it to become
effective on January 7th, after the massive Christmas mail jam-up. Present and new
rates are compared below:
Present Rates:
New Rates:
Ounces 1
1
2
6
Ounces
2 3
5
6
5
4
4
3
1st Cl. 50

3rd Cl. 40

100 150 200 250 300

• 1st Cl.

60

80 100 120

3rd Cl.

60

40

60

Book Rt 1 st lb. - 100 ea.. ad.-50

• Book Rt

120 180 240 300 360

60

80 100 120 140

1st 2 lbs. -- 160 ea . ad.-80

The important aspect for fans is that a fanzine of 10 or fewer pages will cost no
more by first class than by 3rd class. Of primary interest to producers of very
large fanzines is the increase in 4th class - book rate, from a basic 100 to 160.
The last two issues of ALGOL, as well as recent issues of LIGHTHOUSE, NIEKAS, and
QUIP have gone by 4th class. The only thing to do is grin and bear it —but I, for
one, am preparing an issue of ALGOL to be mailed out before these new rates come
into effect.
.
(Source: John Boardman & USPOD)
+ 4-4- + 4- + 4-4- + + 4- 4-
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ACE RELEASES FOR DECEMBER: Turning On, collection by Damon Knight (G-677; 500); The
Big Jump, by Leigh Brackett (G-683; 500-reissue); Cycle
of Nemesis by Kenneth Bulmer (G-680; 500); Professor Jameson Space Adventure #4:
Twin. Worlds, by Neil R. Jones (G--681; 500); The Wrecks Of Time- by Michael Moorcock
b/w Tramontane by Emil Petaj'a (H-36; 600).
Swing at St. LouisCon — Support St. Louis in ’69;- -

I picked up the phone around lunch
time yesterday, and Dave Hulan said,
"I’m at Grand Central; is your office
nearby so I can deliver your SAPS
Mailing?"
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So it was that I finally received a
SAPS Mailing by personal delivery of
the OE.

MEET LIE IN ST LOUIS IN 1969!

Dave treated me to lunch and we dis
cussed many thingsincluding conven
tions.
One topic that came up interested me very much — the proposal
that’s currently being kicked around to have a sort of Continental Con
vention if, say, Heidelburg shd win the ’70 Worldcon.
The idea behind
this is that damn few Americans are going to be able to make it to Ger
many for even a Worldcon (I’d estimate less than a hundred, but I wd be
most surprised if it went over 200; on the other hand, it occurs to me
that I don’t know how many Americans — and Canadians — made it to
Loncon II), and that this leaves from 500 to 1000 fans without a major
convention to attend.
Such a Continental Convention, it wd seem, would not (of course) be a
Worldcon, and wd probably have little effect on attendance at Heidelburg
(especially since the German convention wd almost certainly not be held
on Labor Day Weekend, there being no Labor Day in Germany).
If it did
have some effect on the overseas attendance, it seems to me at least that
this effect wd be relatively slight, since (at least according to my
guesstimate) less than a hundred North Americans wd go there anyway.

If Heidelburg suffered a sharp drop in attendance off Rondon, this wd
also probably be due more to the language problem than any competing
convention (held, I remind you, at a different time of the year).
I
myself intend to try to attend Heidelburg (or wherever), because I think
it.wd be a gas even if the only German word I know is donnerwetter (and
who said I cd spell German?).
Among other things, there wd probably be
a sizeable batch of English & Irish & Scottish fans, very few of whom I
know at all, and whom I wd like to meet.
But this is off from the main purpose I had in bringing all this up —
namely, the several problems that a Continental Convention wd bring with
it.
I do not intend to be exhaustive about this (not this issue, any
way), tho I may very well be exhausting you.

As I said, these matters have begun to be discussed, in Apa L and the
Cult at least; I have not, however, given them much attention because I
did not have my attention focussed on the subject until Dave Hulan
brought it up.
Questions have obtruded since then. Where is this ConCon to be held?
Who is to run it? How is the selection to be made? How will it square
with the rotation plan if an East Coast city gets the ConCon, for 1970,
followed in 1971 by another huge East Coast con? Wd this not possibly
engender some hard feelings? On the other hand, it wd probably be out
of the question to attempt to apply the Rotation Plan to the ConCon sit
uation; if, at St Louis, Boston got the ConCon, wd not Baltimore justly
complain if the ’71 Worldcon, which they are bidding for, swings out to
the West Coast, skipping their legitimate turn to bid for it? Whew!
--------------------------------------------I’m sorry I even brought that possiNull-Q Press---------------------------------------- bility up!
Ok, let’s establish then
Undecided Publication #232
that this ConCon is unrelated to the
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Rotation Plan in any fashion; it wd cause infinite complications were it
to be otherwise.
This still leaves questions. First off, will fans support a ConCon?
It wd, you realize, come on the scene mother-naked, with no tradition,
no reputation, no aura, no pizazz.
I grant you that convention-attending
in the last few years seems to have become the steady avocation of about
two or three times as many fans as you cd find four years ago and
earlier. But it strikes me there may be a delicate tightrope the ConCon
ConCom might have to tread, between “Well, this is really the Worldcon
but v/e’re not calling it that,- and -Well, this thing is a...well, it’s
a Noncon, which is...u, etc.

It might be argued that trufans will know and understand; but if it’s
not carefully worked out, the ConCon ConCom might not understand.

This crux exists because there will be a lot of turmoil about ”is it
fair to put on a convention that competes with the Worldcon, even if the
Worldcon is out of this country?” There is a tradition of Noncons,
true; there are West Coast Noncons when the East Coast has the Worldcon,
and vice versa, and both coasts have them when London gets the Worldcon;
but these are basically local-area affairs, drawing the ingroup fannish
types (both fanzine fans and convention fans in this case). This is not
at all the sort of thing I understand the ConCon wd be set up to be.
Is it fair?
And who shd put it on?
that is.)

(If the answer to the previous question is Yes,

If it were agreed that a ConCon might have a bit of a difficult time
making headway, then perhaps a group of people might simply coalesce,
attract backing of BNFs throughout the country, and, one fine day,
announce: "Hey, fandom, we’re putting on a completely unofficial Con
tinental Convention over Labor Day in 1970, for all you people who won’t
be able to go to Heidelburg ((or wherever)).
Join, attend, and enjoy.”
This is the same thing that, in miniature, is happening in L.A. right
now, where, with the tacit blessings of the Baycon, a not-a-Westerconcommittee is spontaneously generating itself, with the idea that they
will hold a not-a-Westercon at the traditional Westercon time, in Los
Angeles.
(For these unfamiliar with the situation, the Baycon committee
bid and won the ’68 Westercon at the ’67 Westercon this July, then went
on to win the Worldcon and, as is traditional, decided to merge the two
into one Labor Day con; L.A. is interested in a not-a-Westercon as a
sort of consolation prize and because they’ve gotten in the habit of
having a con the first week in July. And for other reasons, perhaps,
but there’s no need to go into that here. At any rate, I’m all for the
idea of a not-a-Westercon.)
Or it cd simply be announced as up for grabs at a special session at the
St Louiscon. A problem here wd be the likelihood of confusing the usual
fairly large group of new and unknowledgeable fans as to just what was
going to happen next year, throwing a dirty big bugger factor into the
whole thing.
I remind you of the idiot measures that are always pro
posed at the idiot Business Meetings at Worldcons, the Nycon Business
Meeting being *sigh* no exception.
I’m not at all sure I want to make
FD a collating-point for opinions on all this stuff about the Continental
Convention, but with its BF WEEKLY readership and its circulation in both
NY and LA fandom, it might be worth a try. At least for a while, anyway,
I’ll print LCCs on the subject, and if I get tired of it, I’ll announce
same well in advance. I || I Hoping you are the sane...
— dgv

